30/06/2009
News

U.N. chief to arrive in Burma Friday - Mizzima - 30 June 2009

Japanese Police Block Suspected Missile Technology Exports for Burma - Irrawaddy — 30 June
2009

Suu Kyi trial held in ‘climate of censorship’ - DVB - 30 June 2009
Reporter photographing A/H1N1 patient quarantined - Mizzima - 29 June 2009
North Korea Can Allay Fear at Regional Forum - Irrawaddy — 29 June 2009

Junta Officials Snub Mon Party Ceasefire Anniversar vy - Irrawaddy — 29 June 2009

Former First Lady Bush, U2 Rockers Support Suu Kyi - Irrawaddy - 29 June 2009
Thailand raises surveillance near Moei River - Mizzima - 29 June 2009
Three Kachin peace groups give into junta - Kachin News Group - 29 June 2009

Two bombs blast Thai-Burma border town, army securi ty increases - IMNA - 29 June 2009
Iron mine could destroy 7000 Shan homes - DVB — 29 June 2009
Opinion & Analysis

COMMENTARY: Closer Burma-N Korea Ties a Serious Cau _se for Concern - By Yeni - Irrawaddy —
29 June 2009

The Abandonment of Democracy - By Joshua Muravchik - Wall Street Journal — 29 June 2009

29/06/2009
News — Aung San Suu Kyi
Appeal to Reinstate Witnesses for Suu Kyi Rejected - AP / Irrawaddy — 29 June 2009

Court adjourns Suu Kyi's trial to July 3 - Mizzima - 26 June 2009
‘Lawyers of the government’ steering Suu Kyi trial - DVB - 26 June 2009
News - Other

Gambari Leaves Burma, Set to Report to Ban - AP / Irrawaddy — 29 June 2009

UN envoy discusses Ban Ki-moon's Burma trip - DVB - 29 June 2009

Myanmar reports first case of HIN1 flu - Reuters - 27 June 2009

US will not use force to inspect NKorean ship - AP — 27 June 2009

Monks boycott minister’s offering - Mizzima - 29 June 2009
For some, poppy cultivation continues to offer only hope - Mizzima - 25 June 2009
Ashin Gambira’s prison term reduced by five years - Mizzima - 26 June 2009

Rohingya participates in 45th standing committee me eting of UNHCR - Kaladan Press - 26 June
2009

NDAK ready to turn into ‘Border Guard’ force - Mizzima - 25 June 2009
Senior DKBA commander killed in ambush - DVB — 29 June 2009

U2 fans to highlight Suu Kyi's life - Mirror.co.uk — 28 June 2009

Opinion & Analysis
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Do Not Forget Burma - By Laura Bush - Washington Post — 28 June 2009
EDITORIAL Mr Ban is needed - Bangkok Post — 28 June 2009

Burma Wants the Bomb: Interview with Burma's former ambassador to North Korea - Irrawaddy —
27 June 2009

ASIAN SECURITY: Burma, North Korea in an unholy mil __itary alliance - By: Aung Zaw _ - Bangkok
Post - 29 June 2009

COMMENTARY: One Step Forward, Two Steps Back - By K yaw Zwa Moe - Irrawaddy — 26 June 2009

Burma's cyber war rages on - by Celeste Chenard - Mizzima - 29 June 2009

Don't Moon Over Burma - By Marie Doezema _ - New York Times - 26 June 2009

26/06/2009
News — Aung San Suu Kyi

Myanmar says American main culprit in Suu Kyi case - AP — 25 June 2009

Police Chief Suspects Yettaw Mastermind - Irrawaddy - 25 June 2009

Police Chief says Suu Kyi tardy in contacting autho rities - Mizzima - 25 June 2009

Mizos call for the release of Aung San Suu Kyi - Mizzima - 25 June 2009

News - Other

Gambari Arrives in Burma _ - Irrawaddy — 26 June 2009

North Korea's Myanmar links: Cocking a snuke - The Economist - 25 June 2009

Likely Destination of N Korean Ship Often Used for Weapons Deliveries - Irrawaddy — 25 June 2009

Does Kang Nam carry arms to kill ceasefire forces? - SHAN - 24 June 2009

China To Build New Refineries For Oil From Myanmar Pipeline - Wall Street Journal — 25 June 2009
KNU Headquarters Overrun: Now What? - Irrawaddy — 25 June 2009

Thai education reform to benefit Burmese migrants - DVB — 26 June 2009

Opium poppy cultivation in Burma rises - DVB - 25 June 2009

Six villages relocated for Arakan hydropower plant - DVB — 25 June 2009

Mon State dam floods nearby paddy fields. - IMNA - 25 June 2009

KIO wants KIA to be "State Security Force” - Kachin News Group - 25 June 2009
85 Percent of Chins in Debt - Irrawaddy — 25 June 2009

Burmese Army tortures Karenni locals after clash wi th Wa - Kantarawaddy Times - 25 June 2009

Mon splinter group leader courts abbots for 2010 el ection support - IMNA - 25 June 2009,

Opinion & Analysis

UN should help govt push Burmese reconciliation - B y: Achara Ashayagachat - Bangkok Post — 26
June 2009

Why Burma May Be North Korea's Best Friend - By Ish _aan Tharoor - Time — 26 June 2009
CONTRIBUTOR: Burma Seeks to Join ‘Axis of Evil’- B vy Htet Aung - Irrawaddy — 25 June 2009

Inside Burma: ‘They can't tell what's true anymore’ - The Guardian Weekly — 26 June 2009
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25/06/2009
News — Aung San Suu Kyi

Authorities hold rare press briefing - Mizzima - 25 June 2009

High Court hears Aung San Suu Kyi's lawyers' argume nts - Mizzima - 24 June 2009

Police patrol Rangoon, security tightened near Inse in prison_ - Mizzima - 24 June 2009

Groups Fear Malaysia to Deport Burmese Protesters - Irrawaddy — 24 June 2009
News - Other

Gambari Sets Out for Burma _ - Irrawaddy — 25 June 2009

Myanmar says no information on tracked NKorean ship - AFP — 24 June 2009

Burma Bans North Korea Ship News - Irrawaddy — 24 June 2009
Burma acts the bully on Thailand - DVB - 24 June 2009

Palpable tension between junta and ethnic armed gro ups - Mizzima - 24 June 2009

Thai government urged not to repatriate Karen refug ees - Mizzima - 24 June 2009

Iconic Obama artist unveils Suu Kyi image - AFP — 25 June 2009

Cheering the Team, Burmese Style - Irrawaddy — 24 June 2009

Farmers' Loans Reserved for Model Villagers - Narinjara News - 24 June 2009
Junta deploys fresh troops secretly in Kachin State - Kachin News Group - 24 June 2009
Border flag meeting ends with assurances - Narinjara News - 24 June 2009

Opinion & Analysis

CONTRIBUTOR: Than Shwe Maneuvers to Retain Power - By Aung Lynn Htut - Irrawaddy — 24 June
2009

24/06/2009

News — Aung San Suu Kyi

Suu Kyi in final witness appeal to Myanmar court - AFP — 24 June 2009
Suu Kyi's trial internal affair of Burma: Russia - Mizzima - 23 June 2009
News - Other

NKorean Cargo Ship Could Test New UN Sanctions - Irrawaddy — 24 June 2009

Burma lingering on the cusp of "failed state" statu S - Mizzima - 23 June 2009

Burmese junta uses n Korean expertise to build secr et tunnels - The Nation — 24 June 2009

Burma’s military regime: Digging the tunnels - DVB — 24 June 2009
Does Gambari Visit Burma This Week? - AP - 23 June 2009

Burmese Official Sacked for Nargis-related Corrupti on - Irrawaddy — 23 June 2009

Thai authorities urge refugees to return: aid worke rs - Mizzima - 23 June 2009

Burma sends mortars to Shan State - Irrawaddy — 23 June 2009

MWJA office in-charge commits suicide - Mizzima - 23 June 2009

Fence Project Postponed - Narinjara News — 23 June 2009
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Forced labour for building school in Buthidaung - Kaladan Press - 23 June 2009

Rohingya cemetery seized by TOC in Maungdaw - Kaladan Press - 23 June 2009
Wa leaders meet on Thai-Burma border - SHAN - 23 June 2009

Opinion & Analysis

COMMENTARY: Kang Nam Could Hold a Message, notjust  Arms - By Yeni - Irrawaddy — 23 June
2009

23/06/2009
News

Official: N. Korean ship carries weapons to Myanmar - AP — 22 June 2009

North Korean vessel exposes Pyongyang-Naypyitaw axi S - Mizzima - 22 June 2009

U.N. envoy en route to Rangoon ahead of boss's visi t - Mizzima - 22 June 2009

Russia Rejects Pressuring Burma - Irrawaddy - 22 June 2009

Activists call on India to release jailed ‘Freedom Fighters’ - Mizzima - 22 June 2009

Suu Kyi thanks supporters for birthday wishes - Mizzima - 23 June 2009
KNLA Brigade 7 HQ Falls—Thailand Repatriates Refuge es - Irrawaddy — 22 June 2009
Thai authorities tell Karen refugees to go home - DVB - 22 June 2009

Micro Credit in USDA’s Election Plan - Irrawaddy - 22 June 2009

Amid Myanmar's Gloom, Pro Soccer Gives Locals a Cha __nce to Cheer_ - Wall Street Journal - 23 June
2009

Tough job for Burma Army to wipe out Wa - SHAN - 22 June 2009

KIO campaigns over 'known-result’ - Kachin News Group - 22 June 2009
Banks skim money from Burmese farmers - DVB — 23 June 2009
Army enlists youths as porters in Mandalay - Mizzima - 22 June 2009

Myanmar to host ASEAN meeting on combating transnat ional crime_ - Xinhua — 22 June 2009

22/06/2009
News - ASSK

EU agrees to step up Myanmar sanctions - Reuters — 19 June 2009

Myanmar jails Suu Kyi supporters for pagoda prayer - AFP — 21 June 2009

Pro-junta rights group rejects UN rights experts’ v iew of Suu Kyi's trial - Mizzima - 19 June 2009
Suu Kyi's Eventful 21 Years in the Political Spotli  ght - Irrawaddy — 19 June 2009

The case against Myanmar sanctions - Globe and Mail — 20 June 2009

News - Other
North Korean ship headed to Burma - DVB — 22 June 2009
Parliamentarians seek expulsion of Burma from ASEAN - Mizzima - 20 June 2009

Myanmar’s Reclusive Leader - Wall Street Journal — 22 June 2009
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In Myanmar, Two Hidden Worlds: Amid privations, its regime prospers by trading with China and
India - Wall Street Journal — 22 June 2009

Joint Force Focuses Offensive on KNLA Brigade 7 Hea dquarters - Irrawaddy - 20 June 2009

Two year sentence handed down to Rangoon journalist - Mizzima - 19 June 2009

Professional practice in journalism of Burmese medi ain exile - SHAN - 22 June 2009

Thousands donate hair to fix pagoda road in remote Burma - Telegraph.co.uk - 22 June 2009

Farmers Suffer Drought - Narinjara News - 19 June 2009

Opinion & Analysis
Thinking outside the box - by Bo Kyaw Nyein - Mizzima - 21 June 2009
COMMENTARY: Whys and Suu Kyi - By Kyaw Zwa Moe _ - Irrawaddy — 19 June 2009

Of protests and players: Iran, Burma and the U.S. - by Joseph Ball - Mizzima News - 19 June 2009

Solidarity with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and the people of Burma - By Carl Gershman _ - The Nation —
22 June 2009

19/06/2009
News - ASSK

Myanmar's Suu Kyi turns 64 amid outrage over trial - Reuters- 19 June 2009

US Tells Suu Kyi She Inspires All who Love Freedom, Democracy - Irrawaddy — 19 June 2009

Britain wants more Myanmar sanctions over Suu Kyi - Reuters/Washington Post — 18 June 2009
Protests around the world to mark Suu Kyi birthday - AFP — 18 June 2009

Paul McCartney and U2 call for Suu Kyi's release - DVB — 19 June 2009

Activists marking Aung San Suu Kyi's birthday arres ted - Mizzima - 19 June 2009

Burmese women’s groups pressured to cancel protest - Mizzima - 18 June 2009
Political prisoners moved to Insein’s dog quarters - DVB - 19 June 2009
News - Other

China wants stability in Burma: Xi - Mizzima - 17 June 2009

Japan provides $4 min aid to Myanmar cyclone-hit vi llages - Xinhua — 19 June 2009

Mizoram orders Burmese to leave in 15 days - Mizzima - 18 June 2009

Bangladesh to lodge protest against India, Myanmar' s claim over extended continental shelf -
Xinhua — 18 June 2009

Myanmar troops threaten Karen rebel bases - Reuters — 18 June 2009

DKBA: Burma’s Second Largest Non-state Armed Group? - Irrawaddy — 18 June 2009
Chinese firms to have stakes in two mega dams - Mizzima - 18 June 2009

Pollution Kills Rare Irrawaddy Dolphins - Irrawaddy — 19 June 2009

Opinion & Analysis

COMMENTARY: Cost what it May, Ban Ki-moon Must Got o0 Burma - By AUNG ZAW_ - Irrawaddy —
18 June 2009
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18/06/2009
News - ASSK

High Court accepts request to reinstate witnesses - Mizzima - 17 June 2009

Ban ‘Wants Suu Kyi Freed before Visiting Burma agai  n’ - lIrrawaddy — 18 June 2009

UN Experts Fault ‘Flagrant Violations’ in Suu Kyi T rial - Irrawaddy — 17 June 2009

News - Other

China Adds ‘Democracy,’ ‘Economic Growth’ to Burma Policy - Irrawaddy — 17 June 2009

Junta Out of Step with Asean Economic Ambition - Irrawaddy - 17 June 2009

Myanmar rebels to abandon base, vow to fight on - Reuters — 18 June 2009

An Ancient Pagoda’s Collapse Turns Myanmar’'s Gaze to the Stars - New York Times — 18 June
2009

Mekong citizens appeal to Thai PM against constructi on of dams_ - Mizzima - 18 June 2009

Restriction brings down issuance of online arrival visas - Mizzima — 17 June 2009

Land-grams to be issued by State Council Office in Myitkyina - Mizzima - 17 June 2009

Regional commander forcibly sells notebooks to scho ols in Shan State - SHAN - 17 June 2009

Opinion & Analysis

NEWS ANALYSIS: Recent Karen Exodus Raises Questions  about UNHCR Role - Irrawaddy — 17
June 2009

It's not too late to rescue Burma from further trag edy — by Benedict Rogers - Telegraph - 17 Jun
2009

17/06/2009

News - ASSK

Suu Kyi trial lawyers in last-ditch witness bid - AFP — 17 June 2009
Burmese Activists Ask Ban Ki-moon for Help - Irrawaddy — 16 June 2009

Suu Kyi's Detention Affects Asean’s Credibility: Th ai PM - Irrawaddy — 16 June 2009
News - Other
Over 700,000 stateless persons in Burma - DVB — 17 June 2009

Human trafficking in Burma ‘a major problem’ - DVB — 17 June 2009

China, Myanmar to boost "comprehensive, stable and lasting relations" - Xinhua — 16 June 2009
China to begin Burma pipeline construction - DVB - 16 June 2009

Burmese Authorities Issue ‘Passports’ to Migrants - Irrawaddy — 16 June 2009

Cholera outbreak in central Burma - Mizzima - 16 June 2009

Opinion & Analysis

Contributor: The Myth of the Democratizing Middle CI ass - By Camilla Buzzi - Irrawaddy - 17 June
2009

The neighbourhood bully flexes its muscles - By: Ky aw Zwa Moe - Bangkok Post — 17 June 2009

Asean's Burma Burden: Sanctions can help bring down the junta.- By Eva Kusuma Sundari - Wall
Street Journal Asia — 17 June 2009
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Editorial: India's stance on Burma long overdue for change - The Nation — 17 June 2009

Mystery Surrounds North Korean Tunnel-building in B urma — Interview with Bertil Linther -
Irrawaddy — 16 June 2009

16/06/2009

News - ASSK

‘We can't leave out Depayin:” Suu Kyi's Lawyer - Irrawaddy — 15 June 2009
Political prisoners put in solitary confinement - DVB - 15 June 2009

Four prison officials sacked for leaking informatio n - Narinjara News - 15 June 2009

News - Other

Junta seeks regional support: Win Tin - Mizzima - 15 June 2009

Thai PM denies propping up Burma regime - DVB - 16 June 2009
Maung Aye Starts China Visit - Irrawaddy — 15 June 2009

China to build Myanmar oil, gas lines from Sept —me dia - Reuters - 16 June 2009

Taiwan, Burma sign trade pact - Mizzima - 15 June 2009

Burma-Sri Lanka Connection: Religion and Terrorism - Irrawaddy — 15 June 2009

KNU Rejects Regime Version of Fighting - Irrawaddy — 15 June 2009

Thai Army Chief denies presence of KNU soldiers amo ng refugees - Mizzima - 15 June 2009

Most ceasefire armies say “No” to junta’s border forc e proposal - SHAN - 15 June 2009

Security beefed up in Moulmein after bomb blast - Independent Mon News Agency - 15 June 2009

Opinion & Analysis
Dream of Burmese Generals - Mizzima - 16 June 2009
COMMENTARY: China Must Get Tough on Burma Too - By  Yeni- Irrawaddy — 15 June 2009

15/06/2009
News - ASSK
Suu Kyi appeal set for June 17 - AP/ Irrawaddy - 13 June 2009

India silent on Aung San Suu Kyi's trial: Freedom H ouse - Mizzima - 12 June 2009

Kachin students spray paint demand for Suu Kyi's re lease - Kachin News Group - 12 June 2009

Former Political Prisoners Join ‘Free Suu Kyi' Camp aign - Irrawaddy — 15 June 2009

Celebrities tweet for Suu Kyi's release in Myanmar - AP — 14 June 2009

‘The Lady’ And The Tramp: The Missouri misfit who h elped bring down Burma's future. - Newsweek
— 22 June 2009

News - Other

Burma blasts ‘politically motivated’ EU statement o n Karen - DVB - 15 June 2009

Thai-Burma relations under ‘unprecedented strain’ - DVB - 12 June 2009

Burmese and DKBA Troops Block Civilians Fleeing Con flict - Irrawaddy — 13 June 2009

Myanmar second top leader Maung Aye leaves on offic ial visit to China__ - Xinhua — 15 June 2009



http://www.nationmultimedia.com/2009/06/17/opinion/opinion_30105334.php
http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16019
http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16002
http://www.dvb.no/english/news.php?id=2628
http://www.narinjara.com/details.asp?id=2230
http://www.mizzima.com/news/inside-burma/2301-junta-seeks-regional-support-win-tin.html
http://www.dvb.no/english/news.php?id=2630
http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16006
http://www.reuters.com/article/rbssEnergyNews/idUSPEK1796020090616
http://mizzima.com/news/regional/2300-taiwan-burma-sign-trade-pact.html
http://www.irrawaddy.org/highlight.php?art_id=16005
http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16004
http://www.mizzima.com/news/regional/2299-thai-army-chief-denies-presence-of-knu-soldiers-among-refugees-.html
http://www.shanland.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2617:most-ceasefire-armies-say-no-to-juntas-border-force-proposal-&catid=85:politics&Itemid=266
http://bnionline.net/news/imna/6494-security-beefed-up-in-moulmein-after-bomb-blast.html
http://www.mizzima.com/edop/editorial/2303-dream-of-burmese-generals.html
http://www.irrawaddy.org/opinion_story.php?art_id=16007
http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=15970
http://mizzima.com/news/regional/2292-india-silent-on-aung-san-suu-kyis-trial-freedom-house.html
http://bnionline.net/news/kng/6477-kachin-students-spray-paint-demand-for-suu-kyis-release.html
http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=15974
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5gflYPHyn6g2Qs1NjV3TWV5NnNxoQD98QK6GO0
http://www.newsweek.com/id/201938/output/print
http://www.dvb.no/english/news.php?id=2625
http://english.dvb.no/news.php?id=2624
http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=15971
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-06/15/content_11544964.htm

Appeal cases of Zargana and Zaw Thet Htwe admitted - Mizzima - 12 June 2009
Myanmar gives Sri Lanka $73k - The Straits Times - 12 June 2009

Korea rejects Burma gas project complaint - DVB - 15 June 2009

Monks and youths against transforming MNLA - Independent Mon News Agency - 13 June 2009

Burmese ambassador claims evidence needed to repatr iate Rohingya - Kaladan Press - 13 June
2009

Rangoon still lacks proper electricity - Mizzima News - 12 June 2009

Myanmar asylum seekers find safe haven in Palau - AP - 14 June 2009

Opinion & Analysis

Op-Ed Contributor : Free Aung San Suu Kyi - By Bern ard Kouchner - New York Times — 12 June
2009

EDITORIAL: UN should treat Burma as it has North Ko rea - The Nation — 14 June 2009

REGIONAL PERSPECTIVE: Enforcing the charter against _rogue members — by Kavi
Chongkittavorn _ - The Nation — 15 June 2009

CONTRIBUTOR: Choosing the Right Battle Strateqy - By Min Zin - Irrawaddy — 13 June 2009
COMMENTARY: The Neighborhood Bully - By Kyaw Zwa Mo e - Irrawaddy — 12 June 2009
CONTRIBUTOR: The Spirit of Manerplaw - By Aung Moe  Zaw - Irrawaddy — 12 June 2009

Tunnelling to nowhere out of fear - by Celeste Chen ard - Mizzima - 12 June 2009

12/06/2009

News - ASSK

Trial of Myanmar's Suu Kyi adjourned until June 26 - AP — 12 June 2009

France, Germany in joint appeal for Aung San Suu Ky i - AFP — 11 June 2009

British MPs vow to support democracy-human rights i n Burma - Mizzima - 11 June 2009
Being a Defense Lawyer in Burma Is a Risky Business - Irrawaddy — 11 June 2009

News - Other

EU “concern” over mounting military offensive in east ern Burma - Mizzima - 11 June 2009
Thai villagers threatened in Karen offensive - DVB — 12 June 2009

Burmese Migrant Workers Arrested in Malaysian Crack ~ down - Irrawaddy — 11 June 2009

Observers appreciate Goh'’s blunt suggestions to Tha n Shwe - Mizzima - 11 June 2009

Climate change worsens disaster risks for poor-UN - Reuters - 11 June 2009

Opinion & Analysis
NEWS ANALYSIS: Where Pariah States Meet - By Wai Mo e - Irrawaddy — 11 June 2009

11/06/2009
News - ASSK
Myanmar's Suu Kyi tells lawyers to push appeal - AP — 11 June 2009

Suu Kyi ‘will not accept’ lawyer disqualification - DVB - 11 June 2009
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Suu Kyi trial clouds Myanmar cyclone aid effort - Reuters — 10 June 2009

Suu Kyi Trial Complicates US Burma Policy Review - Irrawaddy — 11 June 2009

Indian PM urged to secure Suu Kyi's release - Mizzima - 10 June 2009

Japanese Parliamentarians critical of Burma policy - Mizzima - 10 June 2009

News - Other

Obama nominee indicates possible change on Myanmar - AP — 10 June 2009

UN staff sent to assess Karen refugees - DVB — 10 June 2009
Burmese shells land on Thai soil - DVB — 11 June 2009

Burmese migrants in Thailand and Malaysia demand eqg ual rights - Mizzima - 10 June 2009

Goh’s Comments Significant - Irrawaddy — 10 June 2009

Myanmar: education sector urgently needs funding bo ost, says UN - UN News Centre - 10 June
2009

Opinion & Analysis
NEWS ANALYSIS: Why Burma’s Generals Fear the Lady o fthe Lake - Irrawaddy — 11 June 2009

Commentary: Impunity bars justice for Burmese ethni c groups — by Aung Htoo - DVB — 11 June
2009

COMMENTARY: The Message from the Lion State - By Au ng Zaw - Irrawaddy — 10 June 2009

10/06/2009

News - ASSK

Second defense witness to testify in Suu Kyi trial - Mizzima - 9 June 2009
Character assassination of Aung San Suu Kyi - Mizzima - 9 June 2009
Release of political prisoners ‘a UN priority’ - DVB - 10 June 2009

News - Other

SM Goh In Myanmar: Ensure polls are free, fair - Straits Times — 10 June 2009
KNU Calls for Tripartite Talks - Irrawaddy — 9 June 2009
Junta No 3 Reportedly in China _ - Irrawaddy — 9 June 2009

Serious Violations against Children in Burma: Ban - Irrawaddy — 10 June 2009

Indonesia says US sanctions hurting Burmese citizen s - DVB - 9 June 2009

Bangladesh PM inquires about Rohingya infiltration - Narinjara News - 9 June 2009

Road Development in Arakan Neglected for Fear of Mu __slims - Narinjara News - 9 June 2009

SPDC Extends Ethnic Radio Program for Propaganda - Narinjara News - 10 June 2009

Opinion & Analysis

COMMENTARY: Burma Challenges Thailand with its Bord _er Offensive - By Yeni - Irrawaddy — 9
June 2009

09/06/2009
News - ASSK
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Junta to put Aung San Suu Kyi under house arrest ag ain - Mizzima - 9 June 2009

Myanmar court set to rule on witnesses for Suu Kyi - AP — 9 June 2009

U.S., Indonesia call for Suu Kyi's release - Mizzima - 9 June 2009

Suu Kyi Porn Site Sparks Outrage - Irrawaddy - 8 June 2009

News - Other
Burma tightens border control - Financial Times — 9 June 2009
Clashes Force More Karens to Thailand _ - Irrawaddy — 8 June 2009

Goh to Meet Than Shwe in Naypyidaw _ - Irrawaddy - 8 June 2009
Youth sold to Burmese army for $US20 - DVB — 9 June 2009
The Rohingya’s lives in limbo - The National — 9 June 2009

Color-coded employment cards for migrant workers is sued - SHAN - 8 June 2009

Another Ceasefire Group Rejects Border Guards Propo  sal - Irrawaddy — 8 June 2009

Opinion & Analysis
EDITORIAL: The World is Ready for a President Aung  San Suu Kyi - Irrawaddy - 8 June 2009
Burma plays long in trial of Aung San Suu Kyi — By Mark Canning - Guardian — 9 June 2009

Burma's unravelling web of deceipt — by Francis Wad e - DVB — 9 June 2009

Powerless against The Lady - by May Ng - Mizzima - 9 June 2009

08/06/2009

News

Aid groups: 3,000 villagers flee Myanmar shelling - AP — 7 June 2009
Attacks on KNLA Continue _ - Irrawaddy - 6 June 2009

Suu Kyi party warned over trial criticism: media - AFP — 6 June 2009

State media accuses U.S. and UK embassies of nexus with NLD - Mizzima - 5 June 2009

Another Pagoda Accident in Burma - Irrawaddy — 5 June 2009

Many Burmese See Pagoda Collapse as an Omen for the  Junta - New York Times — 7 June 2009

Sri Lanka and Singapore ministers in Burma - DVB — 8 June 2009

ILO alarmed by forced labour clause in Myanmar cons titution - AFP — 7 June 2009

Junta clampdown on exiled radio listeners - DVB -8 June 2009

Jurists Want Security Council to Open Burma War Cri mes Probe - Irrawaddy - 8 June 2009

Myanmar democracy movement appears to be weakening - LA Times — 7 June 2009

178 Burmese Muslim Pushed Back to Burma in 4 Days - Narinjara News - 7 June 2009

3 injured in plane accident in Myanmar ___ - Xinhua — 6 June 2009

Junta confiscates private lands - Khonumthung News - 5 June 2009

Wa prepares full response to junta - SHAN - 5 June 2009

Mizoram authorities block Indo-Myanmar border trade route no. 2 - Khonumthung News - 5 June
2009



http://www.mizzima.com/news/breaking-and-news-brief/2270-junta-to-put-aung-san-suu-kyi-under-house-arrest-again.html
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5gs16E0Y8T8w9Edy1yiDa2nXqxwkwD98MU5N80
http://mizzima.com/news/regional/2272-us-indonesia-call-for-suu-kyis-release.html
http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=15869
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/f4485142-548c-11de-a58d-00144feabdc0.html
http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=15874
http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=15870
http://www.dvb.no/english/news.php?id=2608
http://www.thenational.ae/article/20090609/FOREIGN/706089819/-1/SPORT
http://www.shanland.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2608:color-coded-employment-cards-for-migrant-workers-issued-&catid=93:general&Itemid=291
http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=15872
http://www.irrawaddy.org/opinion_story.php?art_id=15863
http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/blog/2009/jun/08/aung-san-suu-kyi-trial
http://www.dvb.no/english/news.php?id=2605
http://www.mizzima.com/edop/commentary/2271-powerless-against-the-lady.html
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5imu9nHyhkDCtBlz5oOh6EcNtf68gD98LQP9O0
http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=15856
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jD3A6uHv5boypmULObzvAO0VkM0Q
http://mizzima.com/news/inside-burma/2261-state-media-accuses-us-and-uk-embassies-of-nexus-with-nld.html
http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=15853
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/07/world/asia/07iht-burma.html?_r=1&ref=world
http://www.dvb.no/english/news.php?id=2604
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5gOySz4kn56izGcihQTyoGE4bglNQ
http://english.dvb.no/news.php?id=2602
http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=15858
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-myanmar7-2009jun07,0,4110571.story
http://www.narinjara.com/details.asp?id=2215
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-06/06/content_11499617.htm
http://bnionline.net/news/khonumthung/6409-junta-confiscates-private-lands.html
http://www.shanland.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2605:wa-prepares-full-response-to-junta-&catid=85:politics&Itemid=266
http://bnionline.net/news/khonumthung/6412-mizoram-authorities-block-indo-myanmar-border-trade-route-no-2.html

Nasaka injures five Bangladeshi fishermen, seizes fi shing boat - Kaladan Press - 5 June 2009

Opinion & Analysis

REGIONAL PERSPECTIVE: The Burmese factor in Thai-Si___no relations - By Kavi Chongkittavorn -
The Nation - 8 June 2009

CONTRIBUTOR: Balance and Grace - By John Jackson - Irrawaddy — 6 June 2009

05/06/2009

News — ASSK

Suu Kyi's Trial Delayed a Week - AP / Irrawaddy — 5 June 2009
US ‘will not impose solutions’ on Burma - DVB — 4 June 2009

Keep up the Pressure, Urges Win Tin - Irrawaddy — 4 June 2009

Suu Kyi Photo Campaign Launched - Irrawaddy — 4 June 2009

News - Other

ASEAN-led humanitarian aid effort needed in Burma - Mizzima - 4 June 2009

Parents face difficulty to admit for high academic costs - Kaladan Press - 4 June 2009 13:47

Burmese Army extorts money from vehicle owners - Khonumthung News - 4 June 2009

New border defence forces to replace riot police in western Burma - Narinjara News - 4 June 2009

Wa Army Asked to Reconsider Border Guard Role - Irrawaddy — 4 June 2009

Burmese Media Again Challenge Thailand’s Burma Poli __cy - Irrawaddy — 4 June 2009

Opinion & Analysis
CONTRIBUTOR: A Dangerous Experiment - By Aung Moe Z _aw - Irrawaddy — 4 June 2009

CONTRIBUTOR: India Should Reassess its Burma ‘Sweet __heart’ Policy - By Nehginpao Kipgen -
Irrawaddy — 5 June 2009

Rangoon: a tale of two cities amidst political turm oil - by Celeste Chenard - Mizzima - 5 June 2009

04/06/2009
News — ASSK
Court Postpones Suu Kyi Verdict, Admits Defense Wit nesses - Irrawaddy - 3 June 2009

Trial of Aung San Suu Kyi: Tried 'for being polite' - Straits Times — 4 June 2009

Suu Kyi trial 'a chance' for UN inquiry on Burma - AFP — 3 June 2009

News - Other
Women, children held after rare protest in Myanmar - Reuters — 4 June 2009
Landslide Kkills four in Southern Burma - Mizzima - 4 June 2009

Junta-EU Relations Worsening - Irrawaddy — 3 June 2009

ASEAN urged to pressure junta for democracy in Burm a - Mizzima - 3 June 2009

Regime Fears Growing China Dominance of Burma's Eco nomy - Irrawaddy — 3 June 2009
Ban Ki-moon pays tribute to Burma’'s U Thant - DVB — 4 June 2009
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U.N. chief to arrive in Burma Friday
Mizzima - 30 June 2009

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon will arrive in Burma on Friday for a short two-day visit to
the country, according to an announcement made yesterday in New York.

Michele Montas, spokesperson for the Secretary-General, on Monday confirmed that Ban intends to meet
with the "senior leadership™” in the military-ruled country in order to address three critical issues to the
future of the state: the release of political prisoners, the renewal of dialogue between the government and
opposition, and preparations for next year's scheduled general election.

“The Secretary-General," aired Montas, "believes that the sooner these issues are addressed, the earlier
Myanmar [Burma] will be able to move towards peace, democracy and prosperity.”

“He looks forward to meeting all key stakeholders to discuss what further assistance the United Nations
can offer to that end,” added Montas.

Ban's visit is set to coincide with the scheduled reconvening of the trial against opposition leader Aung
San Suu Kyi in an Insein prison court.

The trial is to resume on Friday, July 3, with the testimony of a second defense witness.

Asked as to the Secretary-General's reaction to the Burmese High Court's rejection yesterday of a
defense counsel argument for the reinstatement of two further defense witnesses, Montas remarked:
"Well, he is not talking about the trial right now."

Instead, Ban is expected to approach the subject of Aung San Suu Kyi as a part of his discourse relating
to the need to release all political prisoners.

It is hoped the visit can build on the positive relationship between Ban and Burma's military leaders first
nurtured during his trip to the country in the wake of the devastation wrought by Cyclone Nargis.

Exactly who the Secretary-General will be able to meet during his brief stay in Burma is unknown. Ban is
currently en route to Japan.

Japanese Police Block Suspected Missile Technology Exports for Burma
Irrawaddy — 30 June 2009

By Arkar Moe

Japanese police arrested three top businessmen on Monday on suspicion of attempting to export to
Burma a measuring instrument that could be used to develop long-range ballistic missile systems,
Japanese newspapers reported.

Accordingly to the newspaper Yomiuri Shimbun, Japanese police initially believed that the three—all of
them presidents of Japanese companies—were trying to export the device to North Korea via Burma.

But then suspicions hardened that the nominal North Korean importer had exported other missile
development-related equipment to Burma, leading the police to believe that “North Korea was attempting
to promote the transfer of missile technologies, such as its Taepodong system, to Myanmar [Burma].”

The three businessmen, arrested on suspicion of violating the Foreign Exchange and Foreign Trade Law,
were identified as Lee Kyoung Ho, 41, an ethnic Korean resident and president of the trading firm Toko
Boeki; Miaki Katsuki, 75, president of a manufacturing firm; and Yasuhiko Muto, 57, president of an
export agency.

According to the police, the three conspired to export the magnetic measuring device to Burma via
Malaysia around January 2009 at a price of about 7 million yen (US $73,000), the newspaper report said.

Export of the device is restricted under regulations that prohibit exports of products that could be used for
weapons of mass destruction.


http://mizzima.com/news/inside-burma/2378-un-chief-to-arrive-in-burma-friday.html
http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16237

The newspaper said that around September 2008, the company had also tried to export the same
instrument to Burma’s Ministry for Industry 2, which plays a key supporting role in Burma's nuclear
program as the chairman of the Myanmar [Burma] Atomic Energy Committee.

The Japanese newspaper report said both attempts to export the device were aborted immediately before
shipment when Japan's Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry notified the company that it had failed to
submit an export application.

The export attempts were based on an order by the Beijing office of New East International Trading Ltd,
based in Hong Kong, in early 2008. The firm is believed to be under the direct control of the Second
Economic Committee of the Pyongyang's Workers' Party of Korea. The committee is responsible for the
party's military procurement.

North Korea has a record of selling arms and military technology to Burma. It is suspected that this may
include secret nuclear technology.

In 2004, a high-ranking US government official said North Korea had proposed the sale of missiles to
Burma.

A North Korean cargo ship, Kang Nam 1, left a North Korean port reportedly for Burma on June 17, and is
believed to be carrying weapons, missile parts or possibly even nuclear materials. A US Naval ship is
shadowing the ship, which is being monitored under UN sanctions.

Suu Kyi trial held in ‘climate of censorship’
DVB — 30 June 2009

Media watchdogs have condemned the sentencing of a Burmese journalist reporting on the trial of Aung
San Suu Kyi, and said that coverage of the trial is “very much biased” with reporters subject to
intimidation.

The Suu Kyi trial, now in its seventh week, is being held behind closed doors in a courtroom inside
Rangoon’s Insein prison.

Diplomats and reporters working for both international and domestic agencies were allowed access to two
court sessions in May, although Suu Kyi’'s National League for Democracy (NLD) party said the move was
merely “a gesture” at open hearings.

Yesterday, Paris-based media watchdog Reporters Without Borders (RSF) and Thailand-based Burma
Media Association (BMA) released a statement saying the trial was being held “in a climate of repression
and censorship”.

Last year RSF ranked Burma 170 out of 173 on their Press Freedom Index, narrowly above North Korea,
Eritrea and Turkmenistan.

Reporting on the Suu Kyi trial has been thwarted by “a clear intention to prevent any independent
coverage,” said Vincent Brossel, head of the RSF Asia desk.

He added that private news organizations were being denied “any sort of pro-Suu Kyi view or any
independent view on the issue”, the result being that coverage by all organisations is “very much biased”.

Regarding the fake pictures used on a pro-government website of US citizen John Yettaw, whose visit to
Suu Kyi's compound in May sparked the trial, BMA’'s San Moe Wei said that the government is “trying to
create misunderstanding”.

“We are against this standard,” he said.

Both RSF and BMA also condemned the charges brought against journalist Zaw Tun, who reported on
the trial and was sentenced to two years imprisonment after being arrested near Suu Kyi’'s home in
Rangoon.

The sentencing of Zaw Tun is just one of the many punishments handed out to silence people from
reporting on politically-sensitive events in Burma.
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According to the exiled Assistance Association for Political Prisoners-Burma (AAPP), the latest figures
show that there are 42 media activists currently being detained in prisons around Burma.

Some cases of Paolitical Prisoner continue to be accompanied with reports of unfair trials, lengthy
sentences and torture, meaning that “some journalists are scared”, according to San Moe Wei.

Reporting by Daniella Nayu

Reporter photographing A/H1N1 patient quarantined
Mizzima - 29 June 2009

by Myo Thein

Rangoon — Authorities on Sunday detained a journalist who tried to take a photograph of the 13-year old
girl who authorities have announced is suffering from the first detected instance of A/H1N1, or swine flu,
in Burma.

The journalist, who bribed hospital security in order to take the photograph, was detained in order to be
tested for infection, a hospital official told Mizzima.

“It [our concern] is not simply the breaking of the rules of the hospital, his actions could also spread the
disease,” said a specialist doctor of the hospital.

“He could be easily infected with the disease as he was not wearing any covers. Even when doctors go in
to see her [the infected girl] they have to put on a special coat and mask. This reporter did not take any
precaution, so we will have to quarantine him to check his situation,” the doctor explained.

Reportedly, the security agent who accepted the bribe from the reporter has since been sacked from his
post.

Authorities are also said to be keeping a close watch over the infected girl’s parents, friends and
schoolmates for any possible symptoms of the disease.

The 13-year old girl's temperature was normal when checked at Yangon Airport on June 26th. But later,
while in school, her teacher, who is also a doctor at the Ministry of Health, found her cough strange and
took her to the hospital.

While the rest of her classmates have been tested for the virus, one individual had reportedly already
returned to their home village of Depayin in Sagaing Division, prompting authorities to continue their
search for the missing pupil.

North Korea Can Allay Fear at Regional Forum
Irrawaddy — 29 June 2009

By Min Lwin

North Korea should calm regional fears by explaining its relations with Burma at the 16th Asean Regional
Forum (ARF) to be held in Phuket, Thailand, July16-23.

An editorial in the Bangkok Post, Monday, stated ARF would be the perfect forum for North Korea to
explain its recent actions and lay out its future plans.

“An unauthorized nuclear project, even without weapons capability, would pose a serious threat to the
ecology of Thailand and the region,” the editorial declared.

The editorial said, “The world including Thailand views North Korea as a dangerous country, addicted to
frightening threats of nuclear attacks and weapons trafficking on any scale it chooses.”

North Korean has a record of selling arms and military technology to Burma. It is suspected that this may
include secretive nuclear technology.
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The North Korean cargo ship, Kang Nam, that recently left North Korea for Burma could be carrying
weapons.

North Korea’s military support for Burma may be considered a serious issue at the forum, according to
analysts.

“ARF is supposed to be a forum for regional security, so we hope that they will consider issues related to
comprehensive security as part of an Asean plan of action,” Debbie Stothard, coordinator of the Bangkok-
based Alternative Asean Network on Burma said to The Irrawaddy.

“North Korea is definitely a very serious issue,” she added. “ARF hasn’'t been taking the situation in
Burma seriously, and consequently they don’t have any plan of action.”

“In effect ARF is allowing Burma to become another North Korea, which is a danger to the region,”
Stothard said.

By bringing Asian and Western powers together, ARF can provide an important forum for discussing the
array of dangers arising from North Korea's illegal weapons trafficking to Burma, according to Burma
political analysts.

ARF was founded in 1994 to promote open dialogue on political and security issues and to build trust
among its members through dialogue and confidence-building measures.

Twenty seven nations currently participate in ARF. They automatically include Asean member states as
well as Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, China, European Union, India, Japan, Democratic
Peoples' Republic of Korea, Republic of Korea, Mongolia, New Zealand, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea,
Russian Federation, Sri Lanka, Timor Leste and the United States.

Junta Officials Snub Mon Party Ceasefire Anniversar \Y
Irrawaddy — 29 June 2009

By Lawi Weng

Burmese junta officials from the southeast command snubbed the New Mon State Party’s 14th
anniversary celebration of its ceasefire agreement with the government at the party’s office in Moulmein
on Monday, according to officials.

A NMSP member, who didn’t want to be named, said that the party invited southeast command officials,
but none attended.

“They might hate us because we don't listen [agree] to what they say,” he said. “That’s why they didn’t
come to the celebration.”

According to a source close to the party, the junta is worried that NMSP leaders will rescind the ceasefire
agreement and also not agree to become a border guard force under the junta’s command.

NMPS leaders have been told to give their answer on transforming into a border guard force by the end of
July.

According to a source close to the NMSP, its leaders do not want their military troops to become a border
guard force.

However, some party leaders would like to participate in the 2010 election said the source.

The party normally celebrates its ceasefire agreement, which was signed in 1995, at a hotel in Moulmein,
but this year it was celebrated at its party office in Moulmein because of budget restrictions.

The junta withdrew its budget to the party following the party’s refusal to join the national convention in
2008. Its contribution in 2008 was about 4 million kyat [US $3,636] a month.

Naing Han Thar, a general secretary of the party, said, “The government doesn’t provide anything for our
party any more. It is hard to run the party without enough money. We run [on] money contributed from our
people.”
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The junta has imposed restrictions on the party from conducting business deals and from taxing the
people, which has prevented it from increasing the size of its military force.

In spite of the ceasefire agreement, observers say there has been little political advancement in over a
decade in Mon State, and Burmese troops have continued a campaign of human rights abuses.

The Mon Party attended the national constitutional convention held by the regime in 2003, but left after a
proposal to form a federal government was rejected. Later the party simply sent observers to the
convention.

The Mon Party released a statement opposing the junta’s constitutional referendum in 2008, citing fears
that the process would strengthen the government by giving it a veneer of democracy without resulting in
any actual improvements.

Former First Lady Bush, U2 Rockers Support Suu Kyi
Irrawaddy - 29 June 2009

By Arkar Moe

Former US first lady Laura Bush said the international community must do more than express concern
about the Burmese military government and its abuse of democracy and human rights.

Bush, writing in The Washington Post on Sunday, said the UN Security Council should refer leaders of
Burma to the International Criminal Court for war crimes as it did Sudan for the alleged genocide in
Darfur.

Bush said that Aung San Suu Kyi's example of civil courage—Ilike protesters in Iran—reminds people that
no matter how callous the junta, it cannot lock up what Suu Kyi represents: the fundamental desire of all
people to live in freedom and dignity.

“Inside Burma, more than 3,000 villages have been ‘forcibly displaced'—a number exceeding the mass
relocations in genocide-racked Darfur,” she wrote.

She noted that there are many forms of human rights abuses in Burma: “Rape is routinely used as a
‘weapon of war.” Human trafficking, where women and children are snatched and sold, is pervasive.
Summary executions pass for justice, while lawyers are arrested for the ‘crime’ of defending the
persecuted.”

"There have been 38 UN resolutions condemning these abuses, yet the horrors continue unabated," she
said. "Under the junta's brutal rule, too many lives have been wasted, lives whose talents could have
helped all of Burma prosper."

The former first lady said: “The junta leaders wish to undermine the Nobel Peace laureate's influence
ahead of next year's elections. Leaders from around the world—including the United States—have called
forcefully for the junta to release Aung San Suu Kyi and the 2,100 other political prisoners it is holding,
but the world must do more than express concern."

"With UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon planning to visit Burma this summer, it is crucial that he press
the regime to take immediate steps to end human rights abuses, particularly in ethnic minority areas," she
wrote.

Bush praised Suu Kyi: “We should all share her hope, and add our voices to those who risk so much to
protest tyranny and injustice in Burma and beyond."

Meanwhile, the Irish rock band U2 urged its fans attending their concerts to put on masks of pro-
democracy leader Aung san Suu Kyi when they played the song "Walk on,” which is dedicated to Suu Kyi.

U2 offered masks of the Nobel Peace Prize laureate which could be downloaded from its Web site.

Bo Kyi, the joint-secretary of the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners-Burma told The Irrawaddy
on Monday: “We agree and support the action of the U2 band and welcome their idea because it can
draw global attention about Aung San Suu Kyi and Burmese politics.”
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Thailand raises surveillance near Moei River
Mizzima - 29 June 2009

by Usa Pichai

Chiang Mai - Security officials in Thailand have beefed up surveillance on Moei River, in the wake of
clashes with ethnic Karen armed men, who were trying to cross over to Thailand.

A villager from Tak province, who lives near the border, told Mizzima that Thai military personnel have
raised the surveillance level along the Moei River, which is also the border between Thailand and Burma.
Thai security officials increased surveillance after a Thai soldier had a minor skirmish with an ethnic
armed group, who were trying to cross over to Thailand.

The skirmish took place on Saturday, as Thai military personnel in Mae Sot District of Tak province met a
group of Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA) soldiers, who were crossing over into Maeku Luang
Village. The clash, reportedly, went on for about 10 minutes.

Following the incident, Thai officials inspected the area and found that two DKBA soldiers —a man and a
woman — had bullet injuries and were later sent to the Mae Sot Hospital, while two other soldiers fled from
the scene into Thailand. Officials also found a number of weapons at the spot. The Thai military are on
the lookout for the other two armed men.

The incident followed a severe attack on a DKBA boat, by unidentified armed men on the Moei River,
which left 16 DKBA soldiers, including senior level officials dead.

According to a report on a Thai news website, Manager, on Sunday, Pol Lieutenant General, Surasri
Suntornsarntoon, Commander of the Sixth Royal Police Office, visited the area in Mae Sot and followed
up on the investigations into the attack on the DKBA boat, in which Colonel San Pyone, Commander of
DKBA'’s Battalion 7 of the Brigade 999, was also killed.

Colonel San Pyone, had earlier been accused of having links with the murder of Pado Mahn Sha, former
Secretary General of the Karen National Union (KNU) in Mae Sot district last year. In the event of his
death, the police would withdraw the arrest warrant, against San Pyone, which had been issued by a Thai
Criminal Court, it had been stated.

However, the officials still beefed up surveillance because local villagers said that they found armed men
crossing over into Thailand and fighting is still continuing in the area.

The situation near the Karen State border with Thailand this year has drawn a lot of attention from the
local and international community, because several thousand local Karen villagers in Burma fled to
Thailand and many of them are suffering from ill-health and malnutrition.

Currently, international non government organizations have donated more medicines for malaria patients,
which is the main disease among the current batch of refugees, who took shelter in Thasongyang district
of Tak province, together with respiratory diseases.

The Thailand government expected that the number of new Karen refugees was about 3,000, but local
NGO workers believe that the real number is much higher and would increase due to the tension from the
clashes near the Moei River.

Three Kachin peace groups give into junta
Kachin News Group - 29 June 2009

Three Kachin ceasefire groups in northern Burma last week, gave into the demands of the Burmese
military junta of transforming their armed-wings into the kind of forces that the regime wants, said sources
close to the groups.

The New Democratic Army-Kachin (NDA-K), the Lasang Awng Wa Peace Group in Kachin State and the
Kachin Defense Army (KDA) in northeast Shan State agreed to transform their armed-forces to a Border
Guard Force or local militia, said sources in the three outfits.
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KDA and Lasang Awng Wa Peace Group agreed to convert their forces into local militia groups with less
manpower than it has now, said insiders.

The KDA led by Mahtu Naw based in Kawng Hka near Kutkai Town was formerly the 4th brigade of the
Kachin Independence Army (KIA). It has about 500 soldiers. It has been receiving rations from the ruling
junta since it surrendered in 1990.

Kachins in northeast Shan State are terribly upset over the KDA agreeing to transform to a local militia
group, said a Kachin resident in Muse.

Similarly, the Lasang Awng Wa Peace Group is also ready to transform its force, which accounts for
about 200, to a local militia group because it is in no position to oppose the orders of the junta after it split
from the mother unit the KIO/A in January 4, 2004.

The group is based in Gwi Htu Pa near the Kachin State capital Myitkyina, where it was set up by former
Northern Command Commander Maj-Gen Ohn Myint of the Burmese Army in late 2004. It receives
rations from the regime, said insiders.

The New Democratic Army-Kachin (NDA-K) in Kachin State agreed to transform to a battalion of a Border
Guard Force on June 24 in the meeting with the junta’'s Northern Command Commander Brig-Gen Soe
Win in the organizational headquarters in Pang Wah, said Baptist pastor-turned NDA-K officer, Lt-Col
Nhkum Doi La.

The Zahkung Ting Ying led NDA-K was formerly the Army Division No. 101 of the Communist Party of
Burma (CPB) after it split from the mother unit the Kachin Independence Organization (KIO) in 1968 and
signed a permanent peace agreement with the junta on December 15, 1989.

Currently the NDA-K has about 800 soldiers and at least 500 of them are receiving monthly salaries from
the junta, said NDA-K officers.

However, the KIO/A, the original mother unit of the three Kachin peace groups has refused to transform
its armed-wing. It has told the junta that it could change to a State Security Force not a Border Guard
Force.

Two bombs blast Thai-Burma border town, army securi ty increases
IMNA - 29 June 2009

Kon Hadae

Last night two bombs exploded in Three Pagodas Pass Town. According to a source in the Burmese
border town, the army announced that the blasts occurred at 8:20 and 8:23 p.m., with a third bomb
discovered that did not detonate.

The first bomb exploded in the compound of the Special Branch of Police office. Just three minutes later
the second exploded in front of the Burma army Light Infantry Battalion (LIB) No.32.

“The SPDC could not find out who blasted the bombs and they are still investigating to find out which
group did that,” said a member of the New Mon State Party (NMSP).

According to a Three Pagodas Pass Town resident, the SPDC authorities arrested two men suspected to
be members of the Karen National Union (KNU), the main political party of the Karen people. These
suspects worked in a furniture shop just outside of the LIB No. 32.

Another resident explained how the bomb blasts have created fear in Three Pagodas Pass Town:
“because of the bomb explosions last night, the large shop owners...[they] close their shops very early,
they are afraid it is going to happen again.”

Residents told IMNA that the security was initially increased at road checkpoints, and tonight it was
ratcheted up inside the town; SPDC troops and police officers have begun patrolling in motorbikes and
trucks.
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This is the second time in just over a month that bomb blasts in Mon State raised security levels, the first
being the explosion of three bombs on May 27th in Moulmein, the Mon State capital city.

IMNA received reports that some residents believe the SPDC authorities may have detonated the bombs
themselves, whether to drum up negative opinions of ethnic political parties and their connected armies,
or to justify increases in militarization and future trade-related taxes.

Iron mine could destroy 7000 Shan homes
DVB — 29 June 2009

Russian and Italian engineering companies are reported to be involved in the development of a huge iron
ore mine in Burma’s eastern Shan state that campaigners say could displace more than 7,000 homes.

The already volatile Shan state is home to Burma’s second largest iron ore deposit, on the site of Mount
Pinpet.

Excavation of the site began in 2004, and work includes the conversion of around 11,000 acres of
surrounding land for construction of a cement factory and iron processing plant.

The Pa-O Youth Organisation (PYO), in a report released today, said that more than 25 villages home to
around 7000 mainly ethnic Pa-O people could be destroyed by the Pinpet Mining Project.

“Fifty people have already been forced to move and were not adequately compensated,” said the
Robbing the Future report.

“The confiscation of vital farmlands has begun, leaving over 100 families without the primary source of
their livelihood and sustenance.”

A spokesperson from PYO said that villagers had very little, if any, input on the plans for the project.

“[The government] don't talk to the villagers, they don’t negotiate with the villagers regarding plans for the
mining project - they don't really discuss in advance what they are going to do,” said Khun Ko Wein.

The report points to Russian company Tyazhpromexport as being the major foreign investor in the Pinpet
Iron Factory, with $US150 million so far channeled into the project.

Russia maintains strong ties with Burma despite the country’s ruling junta being under mounting
international pressure over the trial of Aung San Suu Kyi and documented state-sanctioned human rights
abuses.

An Italian company, Danieli, which claims to be one of the world’s leading suppliers of equipment to the
metals industry, is also highlighted in the report.

The company, who in 2007 confirmed that they operate in Burma, was unavailable for comment.

Another concern of PYQO’s is the link between the Pinpet mine and rumours that Burma is mining uranium,
a key ingredient for nuclear weaponry.

According to the report, Burma’'s Ministry of Energy has officially announced the presence of five uranium
deposits in the country, although has not publicly stated that these will be mined.

Speculation that uranium exists near the Pinpet site has added fuel to the rumours, with some locals
fearing that the mine could be being used as a cover to exploit and refine uranium.

Such rumours have been further compounded by growing evidence that Burma is strengthening its ties
with North Korea, who last month successfully tested a nuclear bomb.

Reporting by Francis Wade
Opinion & Analysis

COMMENTARY: Closer Burma-N Korea Ties a Serious Cau __se for Concern - By Yeni
Irrawaddy — 29 June 2009
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Recent evidence of the closer relationship between Burma and North Korea exposes the complete failure
of the Burmese regime’s diplomacy and foreign policy in the face of increasing pressure by international
and regional governments.

With Burma losing face internationally and regionally since the ruling junta put Aung San Suu Kyi’s on
trial, the Burmese generals are anxious for their traditional ally to stand by their side.

The relationship with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) deteriorated when Thailand, as
current Asean chair, issued a public statement in May on Suu Kyi's trial, saying the "honor and credibility"
of its troublesome member, Burma, was "at stake."

Moreover, Singapore Senior Minister Goh Chok Tong, whose country is one of Burma's biggest foreign
investors and has close relations with the Burmese junta, said bluntly that the general election planned for
2010 must be inclusive and that the opposition National League for Democracy, led by Suu Kyi, must be
part of the process of national reconciliation.

Goh, chairman of the city state’s central bank, the Monetary Authority of Singapore, also said that
Singapore investors will likely wait until after the election before pouring any more money into the country.

Although it is too early to say that closer ties with North Korea could be a response to assertions on
Burma by the Asean members, it is clear that recent developments have greatly added to worries that the
two pariah states are becoming a double threat to regional security.

The mysterious voyage of the North Korean cargo ship, the Kang Nam 1, which is believed to be heading
for Burma, and is currently being shadowed by the US Navy, and the leaking of documents and video
footage showing caves and tunnels being constructed in Burma with the help of North Korean engineers,
have raised suspicions in the region that the facilities are connected to Burmese plans for a nuclear
reactor.

Some analysts said that fears about the acquisition of unconventional weapons by Burma are not totally
unfounded. "Given North Korea's nuclear trade to Syria, its attempts to sell Scuds to Myanmar [Burma],
and its ongoing sales of conventional arms, there's reason to be worried about a WMD relationship,"
Michael Green, a Burma expert and former adviser to then-President George W Bush told the Wall Street
Journal recently.

For several years, the Burmese junta has been trying to foster relations with countries which are
antagonistic towards the US—especially North Korea, which has constructed 8,200 underground
facilities, including 180 munitions factories, to house key government offices and military command posts
in case of war.

Observers say that the Burmese ruling generals take a hostile approach to the US because of its
economic sanctions and have become paranoid about a possible US invasion of their country. These are
the main reasons for speeding up a reengagement with North Korea.

In 1983, North Korean spies operating in Burma planted a bomb at the Martyr's Mausoleum in Rangoon,
where the country's forefathers lie, killing 18 South Korean officials, including four ministers.

Burma broke all ties with North Korea as a result. However, in its anxiety to procure the arms and
technology to develop its armed forces, the Burmese regime later resumed diplomatic ties without
securing any apology from North Korea.

Although it is not yet clear whether the tunneling projects in and around Napyidaw are to afford the
paranoid junta protection from its own people or from the outside world, it proved again that the top
Burmese generals have dug themselves deeper into isolation over the past few years.

The generals' bunker-mentality has been in place since 1962 when they took power from Burma's last
democratically-elected government. Burma always defends itself as a sovereign state, surrounded by
friendly neighboring countries that seek Burma’s natural resources, but sanctioned by Western countries
led by the US. In fact, the junta usually uses that as a shield behind which it can continue its human rights
violations, confident that its neighbors will treat them as Burma’s "internal affair.”

Now Burma shows its true colors by developing ties with North Korea, one of the world’s most
treacherous countries, which threatens to unleash a nuclear war.



So it is not too early to say that the closer relationship developing between Burma and North Korea
should alert the world to a state of affairs that can only deepen global and regional tensions.

The Abandonment of Democracy - BY Joshua Muravchik
Wall Street Journal — 29 June 2009

If democracy and human rights are high values, then all societies are not morally equal. This thought cuts
sharply against Obama’'s multicultural sensibilities.

The most surprising thing about the first half-year of Barack Obama's presidency, at least in the realm of
foreign policy, has been its indifference to the issues of human rights and democracy. No administration
has ever made these its primary, much less its exclusive, goals overseas. But ever since Jimmy Carter
spoke about human rights in his 1977 inaugural address and created a new infrastructure to give
bureaucratic meaning to his words, the advancement of human rights has been one of the consistent
objectives of America's diplomats and an occasional one of its soldiers.

This tradition has been ruptured by the Obama administration. The new president signaled his intent on
the eve of his inauguration, when he told editors of the Washington Post that democracy was less
important than "freedom from want and freedom from fear. If people aren't secure, if people are starving,
then elections may or may not address those issues, but they are not a perfect overlay.”

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton followed suit, in opening testimony at her Senate confirmation hearings.
As summed up by the Post's Fred Hiatt, Clinton "invoked just about every conceivable goal but
democracy promotion. Building alliances, fighting terror, stopping disease, promoting women's rights,
nurturing prosperity—but hardly a peep about elections, human rights, freedom, liberty or self-rule.”

A few days after being sworn in, President Obama pointedly gave his first foreign press interview to the
Saudi-owned Arabic-language satellite network, Al-Arabiya. The interview was devoted entirely to U.S.

relations with the Middle East and the broader Muslim world, and through it all Obama never mentioned
democracy or human rights.

A month later, announcing his plan and timetable for the withdrawal of American forces from Iraq, the
president said he sought the "achievable goal" of "an Iraq that is sovereign, stable, and self-reliant,” and
he spoke of "a more peaceful and prosperous Irag." On demaocracy, one of the prime goals of America's
invasion of Irag, and one toward which impressive progress had been demonstrated, he was again silent.

While drawing down in Iraq, Obama ordered more troops sent to Afghanistan, where America was
fighting a war he had long characterized as more necessary and justifiable than the one in Irag. But at the
same time, he spoke of the need to "refocus on Al Qaeda" in Afghanistan, at least implying that this
meant washing our hands of the project of democratization there. The Washington Post reported that
"suggestions by senior administration officials . . . that the United States should set aside the goal of
democracy in Afghanistan" had prompted that country's foreign minister to make "an impassioned appeal
for continued U.S. support for an elected government.”

In early April, former New York Times correspondent Joel Brinkley summed up the administration's initial
performance:

Neither President Obama nor Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has even uttered the word democracy in a
manner related to democracy promotion since taking office more than two months ago. The State
Department's Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor has put out 30 public releases, so far, and
not one of them has discussed democracy promotion. Democracy, it seems, is banished from the Obama
administration's public vocabulary.

At a glance, Obama's motives seemed readily apparent. Former State Department official J. Scott
Carpenter observed that it was "obvious and understandable” that "the Obama administration wanted to
distance itself from the tone and perceived baggage of the Bush administration.” But there were two
reasons why this explanation did not satisfy.

For one, Obama might have put his own stamp on the issue without turning so sharply away from the
goals of human rights and democracy. In 1981, Ronald Reagan came to the presidency with a mandate
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analogous to Obama's, namely, to undo the works of an unpopular predecessor. At first, Reagan was
inclined to eschew human rights as just another part of Jimmy Carter's wooly-minded liberalism. In an
early interview, Secretary of State Alexander Haig announced that the Reagan administration would
promote human rights mostly by combating terrorism. But soon Reagan had second thoughts: instead of
jettisoning the issue, he put his own distinctive spin on it by shifting the rhetoric and the program to focus
more on fostering democracy.

In a similar vein, Obama could have faulted the Bush administration for its ineffectiveness in promoting
democracy and promised that his own team would do it better. Indeed, Michael McFaul, who handled
democracy issues in the Obama campaign, declared after the election that the new administration would
"talk less and do more" about democratization than Bush had done. But when McFaul was appointed to
the National Security Council staff, he was given the Russia portfolio rather than the job of overseeing
democracy promotion. The latter task, which had been entrusted to senior staff during the Bush years,
was given to no one.

The other reason why Obama’s tack cannot be understood merely by his impulse to be unlike Bush is that
his disinterest in democracy and human rights is global. The idea of promoting these values did not
originate with Bush but with Carter and Reagan, reinforced by Bill Clinton. Bush's innovation was to apply
this to the Middle East, which heretofore largely had been exempted. Repealing Bush's legacy would
have meant turning the clock back on America's Middle East policy. But Obama scaled back democracy
efforts not only there; he did it everywhere.

Thus for example, Clinton, on a first state visit to China, told reporters she would not say much about
human rights or Tibet because "our pressing on those issues can't interfere with the global economic
crisis, the global climate change crisis and the security crisis.”" Amnesty International declared it was
"shocked and extremely disappointed” by her words. Unfazed, Clinton moved on to Russia, where she
glibly presented its dictator, Vladimir Putin, with a toy "reset button" even while the string of unsolved
murders of independent journalists that has marked his reign continued to lengthen.

To be sure, China and Russia are powerful countries with which Washington must do business across a
range of issues, and because of their importance, all U.S. administrations have been guilty of unevenness
in lobbying them to respect human rights. However, the Obama administration has downplayed human
rights not only with the likes of Beijing and Moscow but also with weak countries whose governments
have no leverage over America.

For example, Clinton ordered a review of U.S. sanctions against the military dictatorship of Burma
because they haven't "influenced the Burmese government.” This softening may have emboldened that
junta to place opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi on trial in May after having been content to keep her
under house arrest most of the last eighteen years. The government of Sudan is even weaker and more
of an international pariah than Burma's, but the Obama administration also let it be known that it was
considering easing Bush-era sanctions applied against Khartoum in response to the campaign of murder
and rape in Darfur. According to the Washington Post:

Many human rights activists have been shocked at the administration's apparent willingness to consider
easing sanctions on Burma and Sudan. The Obama presidential campaign was scornful of Bush's
handling of the killings in Sudan's Darfur region, which Bush labeled as genocide, but since taking office,
the administration has been caught flat-footed by Sudan's recent ousting of international humanitarian
organizations.

While it is hard to see any diplomatic benefit in soft-pedaling human rights in Burma and Sudan, neither
has Obama anything to gain politically by easing up on regimes that are reviled by Americans from Left to
Right. Even so ardent an admirer of the President as columnist E. J. Dionne, the first to discern an
"Obama Doctrine" in foreign policy, confesses to "qualms" about "the relatively short shrift" this doctrine
"has so far given to concerns over human rights and democracy."

Whether or not there is something as distinct and important as to warrant the label "doctrine,” the
consistency with which the new administration has left aside democracy and human rights suggests this
is an approach the president has thought through. Following his meeting with the Organization of
American states in April, Obama told a press conference: "What we showed here is that we can make
progress when we're willing to break free from some of the stale debates and old ideologies that have



dominated and distorted the debate in this hemisphere for far too long." His secretary of state echoed the
thought: "Let's put ideology aside,” she said. "That is so yesterday."

his begs the question of exactly which ideologies are passé or whether all are equally so. Communism,
which so roiled the twentieth century, is certainly on its deathbed. Democracy, on the other hand, has
flourished and spread in recent decades as never before, to the point where more than sixty percent of
the world's governments are chosen in bona fide elections. To lump together these "ideologies" is
gratuitously to belittle democracy.

Obama seems to believe that democracy is overrated, or at least overvalued. When asked about the
subject in his pre-inaugural interview with the Washington Post, Obama said that he is more concerned
with "actually delivering a better life for people on the ground and less obsessed with form, more
concerned with substance." He elaborated on this thought during his April visit to Strasbourg, France:

We spend so much time talking about democracy—and obviously we should be promoting democracy
everywhere we can. But democracy, a well-functioning society that promotes liberty and equality and
fraternity, does not just depend on going to the ballot box. It also means that you're not going to be
shaken down by police because the police aren't getting properly paid. It also means that if you want to
start a business, you don't have to pay a bribe. | mean, there are a whole host of other factors that people
need . . . to recognize in building a civil society that allows a country to be successful.

Whether or not the President was aware of it, he was echoing a theme first propounded long ago by
Soviet propagandists and later sung in many variations by all manner of Third World dictators, Left to
Right. It has long since been discredited by a welter of research showing that democracies perform better
in fostering economic and social well being, keeping the peace, and averting catastrophes. Never mind
that it is untoward for a President of the United States to speak of democracy as a mere "form," less
important than substance.

The trend of downgrading democracy and human rights has already been evident in some important
actions abroad. When Venezuela's would-be dictator, Hugo Chavez, held a referendum to set aside the
country's long tradition of presidential term limits, the U.S. government went out of its way to endorse the
process. The Associated Press reported:

The Obama administration says the referendum that cleared the way for Venezuelan President Hugo
Chavez to run for re-election was democratic. It was rare praise for a U.S. antagonist after years of
criticism from the Bush administration. U.S State Department spokesman Gordon Duguid noted "troubling
reports of intimidation." But he added Tuesday that "for the most part this was a process that was fully
consistent with demaocratic process."

While focusing on lack of irregularities in the polling, this response studiously ignored the larger issue.
Term limits have been a pillar of democracy across Latin America, where there is a lamentable history of
elected leaders holding onto office by unscrupulous means.

However punctilious the procedure, this constitutional maneuver on the part Chavez, who makes no
secret of his ambition to serve as president for life, posed a dire threat to the preservation of democracy
in that country.

Perhaps the clearest shift in U.S. policy has been toward Egypt. By far the largest of the Arab states, and
the most influential intellectually, Egypt has also been the closest to Washington. Thus, the Bush
administration's willingness to pressure the government of Hosni Mubarak was an earnest sign of its
seriousness about democracy promotion.

For their part, Egyptian reformers urged the U.S. to make its aid to Egypt conditional on reforms. The
Bush administration never took this step, but the idea had support in Congress, and it hung like a sword
over the head of Mubarak’'s government. Obama has removed the threat. As the Associated Press
reported: "Egypt's ambassador to the U.S., Sameh Shukri, said last week that ties are on the mend and
that Washington has dropped conditions for better relations, including demands for ‘human rights,
democracy and religious and general freedoms.™

"Conditionality” with Egypt "is not our policy,” Secretary of State Clinton said in an interview with Egyptian
TV earlier this month. "We also want to take our relationship to the next level."



While promising unimpeded assistance to the regime, the Obama administration backed away from
aiding independent groups, something the Bush administration had insisted on doing despite objections
from the authorities. Announcing the elimination of programs directly supporting Egyptian civil-society
organizations, the U.S. ambassador, Margaret Scobey, explained that this would "“facilitate” smoother
relations with the Egyptian government. The New York Times summarized the Obama administration's
steps:

The White House has accommodated President Mubarak by eliminating American funding for civil society
organizations that the state refuses to recognize, and by stating publicly that neither military nor civilian
funding will be conditioned on reform. This has provoked alarm from liberals, from scholarly experts and
from activists in the region.

As the popular young Egyptian blogger, "Sandmonkey," irrepressibly irreverent and scatological, put it:

"Let's face it, [Obama] ain't going to push on human rights and democracy. That era is gone. We are all
about diplomacy and friendship now, and that's what the American people want, even if the price is that
the democracy activists in Egypt get f—ed."

This formed the backdrop to the president's much-anticipated speech to the Muslim world delivered in
Cairo on June 4. Of the many thorny issues he was expected to address, the setting necessitated that he
spell out his views on democracy and human rights in Middle East more explicitly than before. In the New
York Times, James Traub formulated the question this way:

Egypt was the central target of President Bush's Freedom Agenda . . . . But when an opposition Islamist
party did well at the polls, Egypt's security apparatus cracked down. The Bush administration, concerned
about pushing a key ally too far, responded meekly. . . . President Obama's words in Cairo are
presumably being framed in the context of that episode. Should Mr. Bush have pushed harder for
democratic reform in Egypt and with other allies? Should his administration have spoken more softly, less
publicly? Should he, like his father, have devoted less attention to the way regimes treat their citizens,
and more to winning cooperation on America's national security objectives?

In the speech, Obama tackled the issue head-on, making "democracy," "religious freedom," and
"women's rights” three of the seven "specific issues” that he said "we must finally confront together.” On
democracy, he spoke with eloquence:

All people yearn for certain things: the ability to speak your mind and have a say in how you are
governed; confidence in the rule of law and the equal administration of justice; government that is
transparent and doesn't steal from the people; the freedom to live as you choose. These are not just
American ideas; they are human rights. And that is why we will support them everywhere.

Strong as this was, its ultimate import remained elusive. Obama followed these words immediately with
the caveat that "there is no straight line to realize this promise.” And while he asserted his belief in
"governments that reflect the will of the people,” he added, "Each nation gives life to this principle in its
own way, grounded in the traditions of its own people. America does not presume to know what is best for
everyone."

This, alas, is very much the claim advanced by many authoritarian regimes, including the absolute
monarchy of Saudi Arabia, which Obama had visited the day before. Nowhere did the president make the
critical point that elections are the only known way to determine the will of the people. That, apparently,
would have been "presumptuous.”

When he turned to women's rights, Obama's strongest words were that women should be educated and
free to choose whether or not to live in a traditional manner. Here, too, he was at pains to avoid sounding
as if America had a worthier record than the nations he was addressing or had something to teach them.
To the contrary: "Women's equality [is] by no means simply an issue for Islam. In Turkey, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Indonesia, we've seen Muslim-majority countries elect a woman to lead. Meanwhile, the
struggle for women's equality continues in many aspects of American life, and in countries around the
world."

At three different points in the speech, Obama defended a woman's right to wear the hijab, apparently as
against the restrictions in French public schools or Turkish government offices or perhaps in the U.S.
military, which insists on uniform headgear. But he said not a word about the right not to wear head



covering, although the number of women forced to wear religious garments must be tens of thousands of
times greater than the number deprived of that opportunity. This was all the more strange since he had
just arrived from Saudi Arabia, where abbayas—head-to-toe cloaks put on over regular clothes—are
mandatory for women whenever they go out. During Obama'’s stop in Riyadh the balmy spring
temperature was 104 degrees; in the months ahead it will be twenty or thirty degrees hotter. The abbayas
must be black, while the men all go around in white which, they explain, better repels the heat.

Nor did Obama mention either directly or indirectly that all Saudi women are required to have male
"guardians,” who may be a father, husband, uncle or brother or even a son, without whose written
permission it is impossible to work, enroll in school or travel, or that they may be forced into marriage at
the age of nine. Speaking on women's rights in Egypt, he might—but did not—also have found
something, even elliptical, to say about genital mutilation, which is practiced more in that country than
almost anywhere else.

On religious freedom, Obama invoked Islam's "proud tradition of tolerance.” In one of his more prodding
passages, he declared that "the richness of religious diversity must be upheld—whether it is for Maronites
in Lebanon or the Copts in Egypt.” One of the two institutions co-hosting his speech was Al-Azhar
University, which Obama saluted in his opening paragraph as "a beacon of Islamic learning." This may be
so, but Al-Azhar admits only Muslims. Foreign as well as native adherents to the message of the Prophet
may attend, but Egyptian Christians are excluded. Perhaps this could be understood if it were only a
school of Islamic learning (although, even then, why?), but today Al-Azhar offers degrees in medicine,
engineering, and a panoply of subjects. Its tens of thousands of students are subsidized by state funds
provided by Egyptian taxpayers, ten percent of whom are Copts, barred from Al-Azhar.

In these passages, as throughout the speech, Obama’'s method was to induce his audience to swallow a
few perhaps-unwelcome truths by slathering them over with a thick sauce of soothing half-truths,
distortions, omissions and false parallels.

Thus, the Cairo oration was a culmination of the themes of Obama'’s early months. He had blamed
America for the world financial crisis, global warming, Mexico's drug wars, for “failure to appreciate
Europe's role in the world," and in general for "all too often" trying “to dictate our terms." He had
reinforced all this by dispatching his Secretary of State on what the New York Times dubbed a "contrition
tour" of Asia and Latin America. Now he added apologies for overthrowing the government of Iran in
1953, and for treating the Muslim countries as "proxies” in the Cold War "without regard to their own
aspirations.”

Toward what end all these mea culpas? Perhaps it is a strategy designed, as he puts it, to "restor[e]
America's standing in the world." Or perhaps he genuinely believes, as do many Muslims and Europeans,
among others, that a great share of the world's ills may be laid at the doorstep of the United States. Either
way, he seems to hope that such self-criticism will open the way to talking through our frictions with Iran,
Syria, China, Russia, Burma, Sudan, Cuba, Venezuela, and the "moderate” side of the Taliban.

This strategy might be called peace through moral equivalence, and it finally makes fully intelligible
Obama'’s resistance to advocating human rights and democracy. For as long as those issues are
highlighted, the cultural relativism that laced his Cairo speech and similar pronouncements in other places
is revealed to be absurd. Straining to find a deficiency of religious freedom in America, Obama came up
with the claim that "in the United States, rules on charitable giving have made it harder for Muslims to
fulfill their religious obligation.” He was referring, apparently, to the fact that donations to foreign entities
are not tax deductible. This has, of course, nothing to do with religious freedom but with assuring that tax
deductions are given only to legitimate charities and not, say, to "violent extremists," as Obama calls them
(eschewing the word "terrorist").

Consider this alleged peccadillo of America's in comparison to the state of religious freedom in Egypt,
where Christians may not build, renovate or repair a church without written authorization from the
President of the country or a provincial governor (and where Jews no longer find it safe to reside). Or
compare it to the practices at the previous stop on Obama's itinerary, Saudi Arabia, where no church may
stand, where Jews were for a time not allowed to set foot, and where even Muslims of non-Sunni varieties
are constrained from building places of worship.



In short, while it may be possible to identify derogations from democracy and human rights in America,
those that are ubiquitous in the Muslim world are greater by many orders of magnitude. If democracy and
human rights are held as high values, then all societies are not morally equal. This is a thought that cuts
sharply against Obama’'s multicultural sensibilities.

America not only embodies these values, it is also more responsible than any other country for their
spread. Many peoples today enjoy the blessings of liberty thanks to the influence of the United States,
thanks to its aid, its example, and its leading role in bringing down the Axis powers, the Soviet Union and
European colonialism. Moreover, the advancement of human rights and democracy requires the exercise
of American influence and in turn may serve to strengthen that influence—neither of these, it seems,
processes to be welcomed by apostles of national self-abnegation.

In Cairo, once again, President Obama criticized the Bush administration for having acted "contrary to our
ideals" when it infringed rules of due process in the course of the war against terror and authorized
"enhanced interrogation techniques” that many believe are tantamount to torture. At worst, these
infringements were bad answers to questions to which there were no good ones. Some of these practices
may have been wrong, but there has not been a single serious allegation that any official employed them
for any ulterior purpose, that is, for anything other than the goal of protecting our country in a time of war
and national peril.

To dwell on this subject, as Obama has done, is to place great emphasis on humane values. How odd,
then, to remove human rights and democracy from the agenda of our foreign policy. This is not the place
to enter the debate about torture, but even if Khaled Sheikh Mohammed—the mastermind of the 9/11
attacks who was the main victim of waterboarding—and others were abused, there is little doubt that they
were up to evil. It is hard to understand vociferating over their treatment even while silencing America's
voice on behalf of such brave liberals as Ayman Nour and Sa'ad Edin Ibrahim, persecuted by the
government that hosted Obama in Cairo for the peaceful advocacy of democracy. In this can be found
neither strategic nor moral coherence.

Joshua Muravchik is a fellow at the Foreign Policy Institute of the Johns Hopkins University
School of Advanced International Studies. Hisnewb ook, The Next Founders: Voices of
Democracy in the Middle East, has just been release  d by Encounter.

News — Aung San Suu Kyi

Appeal to Reinstate Witnesses for Suu Kyi Rejected
AP / Irrawaddy — 29 June 2009

RANGOON — Burma's highest court Monday rejected an appeal by lawyers of Aung San Suu Kyi to
reinstate two key witnesses in a trial that has sparked global outrage.

The High Court upheld a lower court ruling, meaning Suu Kyi will be granted only two defense withesses
in her ongoing trial. She faces up to five years in prison if found guilty.

The 64-year-old Nobel laureate is charged with violating the terms of her house arrest when an uninvited
American man swam secretly to her lakeside home and stayed two days.

Her hearing has drawn global outrage from world leaders and human rights groups who say Burma's
junta is using the incident as an excuse to keep the country's opposition leader behind bars.

Suu Kyi has been in detention for more than 13 of the last 19 years.

Her trial resumes July 3 when an additional defense witness will testify before the District court inside
Insein prison where Suu Kyi has been facing trial since May 18.

The court presiding over the trial in Burma's largest city, Rangoon, had allowed only one of four defense
witnesses to take the stand. On appeal, the Rangoon Divisional Court ruled that a second witness could
be heard.

Suu Kyi's lawyers pursued a second and final appeal to reinstate the remaining two barred witnesses,
Win Tin and Tin Oo, both senior members of Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy.


http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16209

Prosecutors argued that Win Tin, a prominent former journalist and ex-political prisoner, should not be
allowed to testify because he is critical of the government and often gave interviews to foreign media, said
Nyan Win.

The defense team argued there was no law in the tightly ruled country that bars court testimony from
government critics, Nyan Win said.

Prosecutors argued that Tin Oo, the party's deputy leader, shouldn't be allowed to testify because he is
currently under house arrest, Nyan Win said.

Defense lawyers noted to the court that Suu Kyi herself was under house arrest but that didn't stop
authorities from putting her on trial, Nyan Win said. Suu Kyi was allowed to testify May 26 and her term
under house arrest officially ended the next day.

She is currently detained at Insein Prison.

Court adjourns Suu Kyi's trial to July 3
Mizzima - 26 June 2009

by Mungpi

New Delhi - The special court in Insein Prison on Friday adjourned the hearing of the testimony of a
second defense witness in the trial against opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi to July 3rd, as the
country’s High Court has yet to rule on an appeal to allow the remaining two defense witnesses.

Nyan Win, a member of Aung San Suu Kyi's legal team, said the court on Friday convened at about 10
a.m. (local time) and adjourned about thirty minutes later with the judge scheduling the testimony of Khin
Moh Moh, the second defense witness, for July 3rd.

“Since the decision from the High Court has not yet been announced, the lower court cannot go ahead
with the case,” Nyan Win iterated.

Earlier in the week, the High Court heard arguments by defense lawyers to allow the remaining two
defense witnesses — Tin Oo, Vice-Chairman of the National League for Democracy (NLD), and Win Tin, a
veteran journalist and Central Executive Committee member of the NLD — to take the stand.

On Thursday, Burma’s Chief of Police, Khin Yi, told journalists and diplomats at a rare news conference
in Rangoon that Aung San Suu Kyi is responsible for the secret visit by the American man, John William
Yettaw, as she failed to immediately report the incident to the authorities concerned.

Khin Yi accused the detained Nobel Peace Laureate of delaying notification of Yettaw's initial visit at the
end of 2008 by four days, putting authorities in a difficult situation to trace the case.

He added he suspects a mastermind behind Yettaw's visit to the Burmese democracy icon’s house on the
shores of Inya Lake in Rangoon, and that authorities are still trying to find out which group is responsible
for the breech in security.

But opposition groups, including the NLD, have accused the junta of using the incident as a pretext to
continue detaining Aung San Suu Kyi in order to remove her from the public realm prior to and during
their planned election in 2010.

‘Lawyers of the government’ steering Suu Kyi trial
DVB — 26 June 2009

A witness disqualified from testifying in the defense of Burma’s Aung San Suu Kyi said yesterday
following his appeal that it was not “ordinary lawyers” making key decisions in the trial but government
cronies.

Suu Kyi's defense team yesterday appealed to Burma’s supreme court to admit two witnesses who were
disqualified last month by judges from testifying.
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One of Suu Kyi's lawyers said that the decision was not in accordance with Burmese law. One of the
witnesses, U Tin Oo, is currently under house arrest, while U Win Tin has been criticized by the junta for
giving interviews about the trial to foreign media.

Both are senior members of the opposition National League for Democracy party, which Suu Kyi leads.

“l argued that there is no law there that says that [someone under house arrest]...can't testify,” said
lawyer Nyan Win.

“l argued that there is nowhere in the law that says that someone who doesn't agree with the government
can't testify, with regards to U Win Tin."

Three of Suu Kyi’s four withesses were initially barred, although one was later readmitted. The
prosecution team was permitted 14 witnesses, although only nine eventually testified.

Win Tin said yesterday that it was clear what the government’s attitude towards Suu Kyi's team is.

“The people who put forward the [witness disqualification] argument are people from the central lawyers’
office...the lawyers of the government,” he said.

“| feel as if they are giving me a sign that they want to trap me legally, and sue me or intimidate me."

Rumours have been circulating in Rangoon that Win Tin could be charged by judges for refusing to return
his prisoner uniform, which he has been wearing since he was released last year from a 19 year
sentence.

On the subject of UN envoy Gambari’s visit to Burma, which began this morning, Win Tin said that
dialogue must be sought.

"When Mr. Gambari comes, he must meet with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi - that must be his priority,” he
said.

“If he can't do that...his trip has no meaning and has no value.”

Gambari’s trip could pave the way for a visit by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, who was invited by
the government to visit in July, although he has not confirmed whether the trip will go ahead.

“The main thing Mr Ban Ki-moon has to do is to try to arrange a meeting between Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
and Senior General Than Shwe,” Win Tin said.

Reporting by Khin Hnin Htet
News - Other

Gambari Leaves Burma, Set to Report to Ban
AP / Irrawaddy — 29 June 2009

RANGOON — A UN special envoy ended a two-day visit to Burma after meeting the country's foreign
minister to prepare for a trip by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, state television said.

Rights groups fear any such visit will lend legitimacy to the ruling junta’s trial of pro-democracy leader
Aung San Suu Kyi.

The Nobel Peace laureate is in prison and faces up to five years in jail on the charges she violated her
house arrest after an uninvited American man swam to her closely guarded lakeside home last month
and stayed two days. Her trial has sparked international outrage.

State television reported Saturday that the envoy, Ibrahim Gambari, met with Foreign Minister Nyan Win
in the capital of Naypyitaw and discussed plans for a visit by Ban.

Gambari is expected to report to the secretary-general before Ban leaves for a trip to Japan on Monday.
Ban recently told The Associated Press that he was looking at the "appropriate timing" for a visit.
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Human Rights Watch and some governments have urged the UN chief not to visit now, arguing the trip
could be exploited by the military government, which might portray it as an endorsement of the legitimacy
of Suu Kyi's trial.

But Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy supports the trip, and other countries say the alternative is
to do nothing and miss an opportunity to have the secretary-general press for Suu Kyi's release and push
for more open and inclusive elections next year.

Gambari left Rangoon, the country's commercial capital, on Saturday night for Bangkok. He did not meet
Suu Kyi or members of her party.

It was Gambari's eighth visit since 2006 when he was appointed the UN chief's special representative to
promote political reconciliation in Burma. The envoy has met with both junta leaders and Suu Kyi but
failed to nudge the military regime toward talks with the pro-democracy movement.

Meanwhile the US ambassador to the United Nations says the US is keeping close tabs on a suspected
North Korean arms ship.

An American destroyer has been tracking the North Korean freighter sailing off China's coast, possibly on
its way to Burma.

Ambassador Susan Rice says the US is following the ship's progress closely. But she is not saying what
the US actually might do on the high seas—such as whether to contact and request inspection.

It is the first ship to be monitored under a UN resolution that bans North Korea from selling a range of
arms and weapons-related materiel. The resolution allows other countries to request boarding and
inspection of such ships, but the ships don't have to give permission.

Rice spoke on CBS television.

UN envoy discusses Ban Ki-moon's Burma trip
DVB — 29 June 2009

UN envoy Ibrahim Gambari yesterday ended his two-day trip to Burma with state media reporting that
talks with senior government officials centered on the pending visit of UN chief Ban Ki-moon.

It remains unclear what the exact purpose of the trip was, although the UN’s concern over the trial of
Aung San Suu Kyi, along with the issue of the suspect North Korean ship heading towards Burma, will
likely have been raised.

The state-run New Light of Myanmar newspaper yesterday reported that Gambari met with Foreign
Minister Nyan Win on 26 and 27 June and “held discussions about the programme” for the UN chief’s
visit.

Ban was invited by the country’s ruling generals to visit Burma in early July, although he is said to be
concerned that his trip will be used for propaganda purposes by the regime.

Human rights groups have echoed Ban'’s concerns, although the opposition National League for
Democracy says that a visit should go ahead prior to the scheduled 2010 elections.

Dr Thaung Htun, National Coalition Government for the Union of Burma's representative to the UN, said
that he accepts Ban's visit "in principle”. "We think Ban Ki Moon’s visit could be to study the situation in
Burma to see how far the progress [the UN] suggested [to the junta] has reached" regarding release of
political prisoners and participatory elections, he said.

Regarding the Karen refugees fleeing to Thailand, however, he said that Ban "should put in more
diplomatic effort in dealing with Burma".

Observers believe that the North Korean ship, which is being closely monitored by the US navy, is
carrying small arms.

If it does dock in Burma and, as suspected, offload its cargo, then Burma would become party to a breach
of new UN sanctions imposed earlier this month on North Korea following its underground nuclear test.
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The situation would undoubtedly skew the focus of Ban Ki-moon'’s visit, which was likely set up to engage
the regime over the trial of Suu Kyi, which the UN chief last month said he was “deeply concerned” about.

Reporting by Francis Wade and Htet Aung Kyaw

Myanmar reports first case of HIN1 flu
Reuters - 27 June 2009

YANGON () - Myanmar has confirmed its first case of H1IN1 influenza after a schoolgirl returning from
Singapore tested positive for the virus, state radio reported on Saturday.

The 13-year-old was sent to a hospital in Yangon on Friday after showing flu symptoms while at school.
Tests carried out on Saturday showed she had been infected with HIN1, Myanmar Radio said.

Laos and Cambodia reported their first cases on Wednesday and Thursday respectively.

Neighboring Thailand, which has detected more than 1,200 cases since May 12, reported its first two
deaths on Saturday.

US will not use force to inspect NKorean ship
AP — 27 June 2009

By KWANG-TAE KIM — 2 days ago

SEOUL, South Korea — The United States will not use force to inspect a North Korean ship suspected of
carrying banned goods, an American official was quoted as saying Friday.

An American destroyer has been shadowing the North Korean freighter sailing off China's coast, possibly
on its way to Myanmar.

Defense Undersecretary Michele Flournoy met with South Korean officials in Seoul on Friday as the U.S.
sought international support for aggressively enforcing a U.N. sanctions resolution aimed at punishing
Pyongyang for its second nuclear test last month. The North Korean-flagged ship, Kang Nam 1, is the first
to be tracked under the U.N. resolution.

North Korea has in response escalated threats of war, with a slew of harsh rhetoric including warnings
that it would unleash a "fire shower of nuclear retaliation” and "wipe out the (U.S.) aggressors" in the
event of a conflict.

On Thursday, the communist regime organized a massive anti-American rally in Pyongyang where some
100,000 participants vowed to "crush" the U.S. One senior speaker told the crowd that the North will
respond to any sanctions or U.S. provocations with "an annihilating blow."

That was seen as a pointed threat in response to the American destroyer.

Flournoy said Friday that Washington has ruled the use military force to inspect the North Korean
freighter.

"The U.N. resolution lays out a regime that has a very clear set of steps,"” Flournoy said, according to the
Yonhap news agency. "l want to be very clear ... This is not a resolution that sponsors, that authorizes
use of force for interdiction.”

Flournoy said the U.S. still has "incentives and disincentives that will get North Korea to change course."

"Everything remains on the table, but we're focused on implementing the resolution fully, responsibly and
with our international partners,” she said.

Flournoy's trip came as the U.S. sought international support for aggressively enforcing the U.N.
sanctions.

It is not clear what was on board the North Korean freighter, but officials have mentioned artillery and
other conventional weaponry. One intelligence expert suspected missiles.
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The U.S. and its allies have made no decision on whether to request inspection of the ship, Pentagon
press secretary Geoff Morrell said Wednesday in Washington, but North Korea has said it would consider
any interception an act of war.

If permission for inspection is refused, the ship must dock at a port of its choosing, so local authorities can
check its cargo. Vessels suspected of carrying banned goods must not be offered bunkering services at
port, such as fuel, the resolution says.

A senior U.S. defense official said the ship had cleared the Taiwan Strait. He said he didn't know whether
or when the Kang Nam may need to stop in some port to refuel, but that the ship has in the past stopped
in Hong Kong's port.

Another U.S. defense official said he tended to doubt reports that the Kang Nam was carrying nuclear-
related equipment, saying information seems to indicate the cargo is banned conventional munitions.
Both officials spoke on condition of anonymity in order to talk about intelligence.

North Korea is suspected to have transported banned goods to Myanmar before on the Kang Nam, said
Bertil Lintner, a Bangkok-based North Korea expert who has written a book about leader Kim Jong II.

South Korea, meanwhile, plans to use high-tech surveillance and weapons systems to counter North
Korea's missile and nuclear programs, Defense Minister Lee Sang-hee said in a Friday briefing.

South Korea plans to employ unmanned reconnaissance planes and add "bunker-buster" bombs to its
arsenal in case of signs that the North planned to launch an attack toward the South, Lee said.

Associated Press writers Jae-soon Chang in Seoul, and Pauline Jelinek in Washington, contributed to this
report.

Monks boycott minister’s offering
Mizzima - 29 June 2009

by Ko Wild

Chiang Mai - Several monks on Saturday refrained from going out to collect swan offering in Myingyan
town in Mandalay division, following a visit and offerings made by junta’s Minister of Industries (1) Aung
Thawng.

Monks in Burma, who usually go out at dawn for food offerings from devotees, on Saturday refused to go
when they came to know that the visiting Industries Minister Aung Thawng would also make offerings to
the monks.

A local monk told Mizzima that ‘Ponya Thaharya’, the group that regularly organises food offerings for
monks in Myingyan town, usually makes swan offerings to about 700 monks in town, but on Saturday
only about 300 monks turned up.

“We did not want to go. Only new comers, who do not understand and younger novices, went. But when
we made the offering it was attended only by about 250 to 300 monks. Most of the monks who
understand did not go,” the monk told Mizzima.

The organisation mobilises donors or devotees who wish to offer food to monks’ everyday. It was
declared that Aung Thawng would be the donor for Saturday’s offering. The monks after hearing about
the donor boycotted the offering.

The offering ceremony is usually attended by monks from monasteries in Myingyan town and other
neighbouring towns and villages.

Aung Thawng, who is a native of Wei Laung village in Myingyan Township, on Friday also called a mass
meeting and summoned villagers in the township to listen to his speech in Myingyan’s High School No.
(). But locals said despite being called only a few attended the meeting.

“Aung Thaung arrived on Friday and called for a meeting. Local authorities went from village to village
and made announcements about the meeting. They threatened that those who do not attend will be fined
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Kyat 1,000 (USD 1). But despite the threat only a few turned up. Not more than 15 people each from one
village turned up,” a local resident said.

During the meeting, Aung Thaung explained about the ongoing trial of opposition leader Aung San Suu
Kyi and the American man John William Yettaw. He also introduced Kyaw San and Win Myint, who have
been nominated as candidates from Myingyan Township for the 2010 general elections. He also warned
the people not to get involved in any possible future anti-government protests.

Residents of Myingyan town have been carrying out a photo campaign for opposition leader Aung San
Suu Kyi.

For some, poppy cultivation continues to offer only hope
Mizzima - 25 June 2009

by Solomon

New Delhi — Burma’s share of global opium production has roughly held steady over the last year,
according to a 2009 drug production report by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC).

The report, released on June 24, says poppy cultivation in Burma marginally increased to 28,500 ha
(hectares) in 2008 from 27,700 ha in 2007, with the total potential value of opium production rising only
three million dollars, to US$ 123 million, in 2008.

Opium production in Burma continues to be dominated by the eastern part of the country, with Shan state
accounting for 89 percent of national production and the remaining 11 percent split between Kachin and
Karenni states.

Khuensai Jaiyen, editor of the Thailand-based Shan Herald Agency for News, confirmed that eastern
Shan state continues to be the hub of the country’s opium production and speculates a further rise in the
region’s production is to be expected.

“There will be a further increase in poppy cultivation in the future because people have no other choice for
their livelihood than this business,” said Khuensai Jaiyen.

He added that local people in Shan state are facing heavy taxes with the additional deployment of 100
Army battalions in the region.

“Only poppy cultivation can possibly give them enough to pay taxes to the Army, so they have to do this
job,” explained Jaiyen.

Without the increased Army presence, elaborated Jaiyen, the people could survive on paddy cultivation.
But with the further imposition of the military in the region and the corresponding hike in taxation, no
option is left to local farmers.

“Except for weapons, they [the Army] do not receive much support from their headquarters, so they are
trying to fend for themselves any way they can,” said Jaiyen, an assessment consistent with a now
decade-old directive from the Army’s leadership calling for local units to become as self-sufficient as
possible.

The business is said to be largely conducted by local armed groups backed by the military junta,
according to Jaiyen. “Those who want to cultivate poppy or buy opium need to get permission from them
[local armed groups].”

He further added that the recent eradication of poppy fields by the government was only for show and not
effective, destroying fields just to create a favorable public image.

According to the junta, 2008 witnessed the eradication of 4,820 ha of poppy.

“Some people are forced to cultivate poppy for a good reason, such as our people,” prospered Jaiyen.
“However, we hope there will some day be an effective policy for controlling drug production around the
world.”
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Ashin Gambira’s prison term reduced by five years
Mizzima - 26 June 2009

by Phanida

Chiang Mai — Monk Ashin Gambira, arrested and sentenced to 68 years in prison for his lead role in anti-
junta protests in September 2007 has had his prison term reduced by five years by a district court in
Insein prison on Thursday.

The western district court reduced the sentence of Gambira, leader of the All Burma Buddhist Monks
Association by five years. He was charged under the Electronics Act. The reverend monk, who was
charged on 16 counts, will now have to serve 63 years in prison.

The Electronics Act 33 (a) stipulates that using the internet without the permission of the authorities is an
offence and is punishable. The law became a tool for the authorities to sentence the reverend monk, who
took a lead role in the September 2007 monk-led protests.

Lawyers of the monk, who is 29, and is currently detained in a prison in Kalemyo in Sagaing division,
have appealed to the district court. The court said the appeals were late and rejected appeals for seven
counts.

The legal counsels have now, submitted appeals on the other nine counts, and the court has scheduled a
session on June 29.

Ashin Gambira, however, denied appealing but the lawyers have been acting on the request of his
parents.

Authorities have also arrested the monk’s elder brother Aung Kyaw Kyaw and sentenced him to 14 years
in prison. He is currently detained in Tuaggyi prison in Shan state. Similarly, his younger brother Aung Ko
Ko Lwin and brother-in-law Moe Htet Lian were also arrested and sentenced to five years each and are
respectively in Kyuak Pyu prison in Arakan state and Moulmein prison in Mon state.

Rohingya participates in 45th standing committee me eting of UNHCR
Kaladan Press - 26 June 2009

Dr. Kamal Hussein, representative of Burmese Rohingya Community in Australia (BRCA), presented a
statement (drafted) on behalf of NGOs across the world at the 45th Standing Committee meeting of the
UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) on June 23 in Geneva, Switzerland, U Kyaw Maung, the
President of BRCA from Australia said.

The grand opening speech of June 23 meeting was chaired by the Ambassador of Costa Rica who visited
Malaysia and Thailand to visit refugees quite recently and gave a speech on the Burmese refugee
situation in Asia and then in other countries, according to Dr. Kamal from Geneva.

“It is a great honor for me, for BRCA, the Rohingya community and also for the Australian team as | have
been given the chance to present a statement (drafted) on behalf of NGOs across the world," said Dr.
Kamal.

After attending the meeting, Dr. Kamal told Kaladan News, “We need at least three steps of lobbying for
Rohingyas or for any oppressed group in the world, such as meetings and explaining to the policy
makers, politicians , NGOs and UN agencies, about what is happening in the community such as
oppression, human rights violation etc; we need to go through media and researches to write about what
is happening to the community and need to participate for taking action, practical decision and policy
drafting: and pursue Governments and United Nations.

“We sent our representative Dr. Kamal Hussein to participate in UNHCR’s Geneva meetings to raise
awareness about the plight of hundreds of thousands of Rohingya refugees across Asia,” according to U
Kyaw Maung, the President of BRCA in Australia.

“BRCA works tirelessly with the cooperation of Refugee Council of Australia and the Centre for Refugee
Research UNSW and Amnesty international of Australia to provide stronger support from national and
international levels for the Rohingya refugees,” U Kyaw Maung more said.
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“I would like to thank Caritas Australia for helping us,” he added.

“We, at the BRCA worked hard with the concerned authorities from Australia for resettling Rohingya
refugees from Bangladesh in 2008-2009 and are hoping more Rohingya refugees will be settled in
future,” he more added.

“I hope the participation and presentation will help Rohingyas and Burma not only in the NGO forum but
also in the government forum. Now here in the UN, the practical action of the Rohingyas’ plight is about
to be decided for the next year and also for the next five years,” said Dr. Kamal.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is currently made up of 70 member States. The
Executive Committee (ExCom) meets in Geneva annually to review and approve UNHCR's programs and
the budget, offer advice on international protection, and discuss a wide range of other issues with
UNHCR and its intergovernmental and non-governmental partners.

NGOs are present at these meetings and offer statements on each of the agenda items. RCUSA
members are actively involved in the drafting of these statements. The International Council of Voluntary
Agencies (ICVA), founded in 1962, is a global network that brings together human rights, humanitarian,
and development NGOs as an advocacy alliance for humanitarian action. Focusing on humanitarian and
refugee policy issues, ICVA draws upon the work of its members at the field level and brings their
experiences to international decision-making forums.

NDAK ready to turn into ‘Border Guard’ force
Mizzima - 25 June 2009
by Phanida & Myo Gyi

Chiang Mai/Ruili — The ethnic armed group, the New Democratic Army — Kachin (NDAK), which has a
ceasefire agreement with the ruling Burmese junta, has consented to the regime’s proposal of
transforming its army into a ‘Border Guard’ force.

NDAK Chairman Zahkung Ting Ying in an interview to Mizzima on Thursday said it had accepted the
junta’s proposal to change its army into a border guard force during a meeting with the junta’s Northern
Military Commander Brig-Gen Soe Win on June 24 at the NDAK headquarters in Pang Wa.

“We had the meeting in our headquarters. We discussed transforming our army into the border guard and
we agreed to do it. We believe we will be able to transform our army,” Zahkung Ting Ying said.

“We are ceasefire groups. We are not armed rebels fighting against the country. We want to transform our
army to be able to continue guarding our region,” he added.

The meeting, held in the Sino-Burma border town, was arranged by the Burmese junta. The junta’s
delegates was led by Northern Commander Brig-Gen Soe Win along with several other officials, the
NDAK was represented by Chairman Zahkung Ting Ying and several other officials.

Zahkung Ting Ying said, the group will form a political party and contest the 2010 general elections. They
have demanded that the junta give the right of self-governance to Kachin ethnics.

“At this stage, we are only at the level of demanding special privileges as an ethnic group of the country.
But after transformation, the armed groups will be different and those without arms will need to restart our
lives again,” he added.

The NDAK is one of the first armed ceasefire groups that the junta wanted to transform into a border
guard force. Other groups such as the Kachin Independence Organisation (KIO) and United Wa State
Army (UWSA) have rejected the proposal.

Sources close to KIO said leaders of the KIO during a meeting with Brig-Gen Soe Win in Myitkyina,
capital of Kachin state on June 20, rejected the proposal.

Similarly, the UWSA, during its meeting with the junta’s Military Affairs Security (MAS) Chief Lt-Gen Ye
Myint on June 7 in Panghsang, rejected the junta’s proposal. Following the rejection, fresh tension was
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triggered between the groups and the junta. This has resulted in the junta reinforcing its troops based in
northern and eastern Burma, an official of the UWSA told Mizzima.

Both the UWSA and KIO, though they have rejected the proposal, said they are willing to hold talks with
the new government that will be formed after the election in 2010.

The Zahkung Ting Ying led NDAK is a splinter group of the Kachin Independence Organisation (KIO),
which was formed in 1961 to fight for self-determination of the Kachin people. The NDAK was earlier the
3rd Brigade of the Kachin Independence Army, the armed wing of KIO, which was set up in Pang Wa
region in 1968.

Later the NDAK joined the Burma Communist Party’s (BCP) as the 101 military region but broke off with
the BCP and on December 15, 1989 the group signed a ceasefire peace pact with the ruling junta.

Senior DKBA commander killed in ambush
DVB — 29 June 2009

A senior figure in the pro-Burmese junta militia Democratic Karen Buddhist Army has been killed in an
ambush by the opposition Karen National Union as clashes continue near the Thai-Burma border.

Five fellow Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA) soldiers were killed alongside Colonel San Pyone,
commander of Battalion 7 of the Brigade 999, on 26 June, while around 10 more were injured.

A source close to the DKBA said that seven boats carrying more than 20 DKBA members from the
overrun Karen National Union’s (KNU) Brigade 7 headquarters was ambushed at about 8am on 26 June.

"There must be about 20 casualties, but about six people died on the spot," he said, adding that the
corpses of San Pyone and others were taken to the DKBA base in the Shwekokko area of Karen state.

The DKBA has said that the attack was carried out from Thai territory, but this was refuted by the KNU.

“The shooting did happen but not on the Thai side. It happened on the other side [in Burma],” said KNU
spokesperson David Thakabaw.

“[KNU] troops retreated from the bases but there are small groups still operating around the bases."

The DKBA have been fighting alongside the Burmese army during an offensive against the KNU that
began on 2 June.

Last week the KNU'’s strategically important Brigade 7 base was overrun by Burmese troops, although the
KNU told DVB that the loss would make the Burmese army more susceptible to ambushes.

Many Karen civilians have fled the conflict this month, with around 4000 arriving in Thailand.

Many have reported instances of forced recruitment into the army either as porters or to act as
minesweepers.

The UN has sent staff to the refugee areas to assess the fallout of a conflict that has attracted
international attention.

Reporting by Naw Noreen

U2 fans to highlight Suu Kyi's life
Mirror.co.uk — 28 June 2009

Rock band U2 are encouraging fans to don masks during their current tour to highlight the plight of a
political prisoner in Burma.

Masks of democratic party leader Aung San Suu Kyi's face are available to download from U2 website.

The band asked fans to wear the masks during their song "Walk On" to highlight the fact that Aung San
Suu Kyi has spent most of the past two decades under house arrest.
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A statement on the website says: "U2 believe the world must not be allowed to forget Aung San Suu Kyi
and every night on the 360 Tour fans are being invited to wear the mask when the band play Walk On,
which was written for her."

Aung San Suu Kyi recently celebrated her 64th birthday, sparking a number of events which called for her
freedom.

Actress Joanna Lumley raised a toast to the leader on behalf of charity Prospect Burma, and the Burma
Campaign UK asked figures including Prime Minister Gordon Brown, Sir Paul McCartney and Sir Richard
Branson to write birthday messages for her.

Opinion & Analysis

Do Not Forget Burma - By Laura Bush
Washington Post — 28 June 2009

For two weeks, the world has been transfixed by images of Iranians taking to the streets to demand the
most basic human freedoms and rights. Watching these courageous men and women, | am reminded of a
similar scene nearly two years ago in Burma, when tens of thousands of Buddhist monks peacefully
marched through their nation's streets. They, too, sought to reclaim basic human dignity for all Burmese
citizens, but they were beaten back by that nation's harsh regime.

Since those brutal days in September 2007, Burma's suffering has intensified. In the past 21 months, the
number of political prisoners incarcerated by the junta has doubled. Within the past 10 days, two
Burmese citizens were sentenced to 18 months in prison. Their offense: praying in a Buddhist pagoda for
the release of the jailed opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi. That is only the tip of the regime's brutality.
Inside Burma, more than 3,000 villages have been “forcibly displaced” -- a number exceeding the mass
relocations in genocide-racked Darfur. The military junta has forced tens of thousands of child soldiers
into its army and routinely uses civilians as mine-sweepers and slave laborers. It has closed churches
and mosques; it has imprisoned comedians for joking about the government and bloggers for writing
about it. Human trafficking, where women and children are snatched and sold, is pervasive. Summary
executions pass for justice, while lawyers are arrested for the "crime" of defending the persecuted.

Rape is routinely used as a "weapon of war." In 2006, | convened a roundtable at the United Nations to
address the situation in Burma and listened as Burmese activist Hseng Noung described the rape victims
she had aided. The youngest victim was 8; the oldest was 80. Her words silenced the room.

Yet time and again, the women of Burma, who are often the regime's chief targets, have responded to
this brutality with inspiring courage. | will never forget visiting the remote and crowded refugee camps on
the mountainous border between Burma and Thailand. There, | watched the tireless efforts of Dr. Cynthia
Maung to provide lifesaving medical aid for hundreds of Burmese in need, many of them ill or injured. |
sat with victims of land mines who had lost legs or feet and were waiting quietly, often for hours, for basic
care. Last fall, it was my great privilege to present a Vital Voices award to Charm Tong, who testified
before U.N. officials at the age of 17 and eloquently described the systematic military campaign of rape
and abuse that is being waged against women in Burma's Shan state. She spoke unflinchingly even
though her audience included representatives of the very regime she condemned.

More of us in America should make such courage our courage. At this moment, Aung San Suu Kyi, 64
and in fragile health, faces sentencing on trumped-up charges that could force her to endure five more
years of brutal captivity. The junta leaders wish to undermine the Nobel Peace laureate's influence ahead
of next year's elections. Leaders from around the world -- including the United States -- have called
forcefully for the junta to release Aung San Suu Kyi and the 2,100 other political prisoners it is holding.
Even Burma's closest allies in the Association of Southeast Asian Nations have called for her to receive
proper medical care and have warned that Burma's "honor and credibility" are at stake. But the world
must do more than express concern.

A new report from Harvard Law School asks the U.N. Security Council to establish a "commission of
inquiry” into crimes against humanity and war crimes in Burma. Harvard's panel of international law
experts has carefully catalogued what it deems as the junta's "widespread and systemic" human rights
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violations. The Security Council has already referred the crisis in Darfur to the International Criminal
Court. It should do the same for Burma.

With U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon planning to visit Burma this summer, it is crucial that he press
the regime to take immediate steps to end human rights abuses, particularly in ethnic minority areas.
There have been 38 U.N. resolutions condemning these abuses, yet the horrors continue unabated.
Under the junta’'s brutal rule, too many lives have been wasted, lives whose talents could have helped all
of Burma prosper.

But Aung San Suu Kyi's continued example of civil courage -- like those brave protesters in Iran --
reminds all of us that no matter how callous the regime, it cannot lock up what she stands for: the
fundamental desire of all people to live in freedom and with dignity. During the brief moments that foreign
diplomats were allowed to observe her show trial, Aung San Suu Kyi calmly apologized for having to
greet them in a prison, saying, "I hope to meet you in better times.”" We should all share her hope -- and
add our voices to those who risk so much to protest tyranny and injustice in Burma and beyond.

The writer is the former first lady of the United States.

EDITORIAL Mr Ban is needed
Bangkok Post — 28 June 2009

United Nations special envoy to Burma Ibrahim Gambari arrived in Rangoon on Friday and was driven to
the capital of Naypyidaw to meet Foreign Minister Nyan Win. It was Mr Gambari's eighth visit to Burma to
try to promote political reconciliation between the military government and the pro-democracy movement
led by Aung San Suu Kyi, who is the figurehead for the National League for Democracy (NLD).

Mr Gambari flew out last night after failing to meet with either Ms Suu Kyi, who is now imprisoned in
Insein Prison in Rangoon, or Senior General Than Shwe.

Through no shortage of effort on Mr Gambari's part, such diplomatic moves have come to be
accompanied by a general lack of expectation due to the obstinacy of the military regime.

This time the special envoy's trip had been billed as a preparation for a visit by UN Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon early next month. Reportedly the final decision on the UN chief's trip will be made after Mr
Gambari briefs Mr Ban upon his return to the UN headquarters in New York.

Indications are that the UN chief will make the trip, and that is exactly what he should do.

Mr Ban is said to be especially keen to press the Burmese leadership on the release of Ms Suu Kyi, who
is on trial for allegedly violating the terms of her house arrest by allowing an uninvited, trespassing
American man to stay in her home. The trial, which is set to resume on July 3, is a sham of course, and
that fact will be all the more difficult to hide in the media attention surrounding a possible visit by Mr Ban.

According to some sources, one factor that could discourage him from coming is the possibility that the
military junta could use the visit as a propaganda tool, to suggest that the UN approves of the junta’s
handling of the trial against Ms Suu Kyi.

The remedy for that is simply the kind of candid commitment to human rights and democratisation that Mr
Ban has shown all along with regard to Burma. In addition to pressing for the release of Ms Suu Kyi and
other political prisoners, if he does decide to come Mr Ban should bring up the renewed assault on ethnic
Karen by Burmese security forces, which has sent thousands fleeing onto Thai soil in recent last weeks,
as discussed in a column on this page on Friday. In the past 24 years, more than 150,000 displaced
persons, mostly members of ethnic groups, have fled from Burma into Thailand, which provides shelter
for the Burmese at nine camps along the 2,400km border. The army has also extended shelter to the
most recent Karen arrivals, and NGOs are providing basic humanitarian assistance.

Also on Mr Ban's agenda should be a push for transparency and the inclusion of all political and ethnic
groups in the general election in 2010.

It seems clear that the military government is intent on at least putting on a show of an election, which
would require some sort of presence by the NLD. According to some within the opposition camp the NLD
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may boycott the election altogether if Ms Suu Kyi is not released. On the other hand, there are some who
feel that the NLD will be declared an illegal party ahead of the election.

As unlikely as it may be, Mr Ban should press for international election monitors.

At the same time, there can be little expectation that anything positive could come out of a trip by Mr Ban
or anyone else if they adopt a purely aggressive posture with the generals. This is a job that requires true
diplomacy, and success at this time may be measured in small steps and intangibles.

A high profile visit by the UN chief can only be a good thing. If the Burmese leadership were truly
oblivious to world opinion they would not allow representatives from the UN in the first place. It may look
as though the prospects for real change in Burma are bleak at this time, but that doesn't mean the UN,
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations or the world should stop trying.

Burma Wants the Bomb: Interview with Burma'’s former ambassador to North K orea
Irrawaddy — 27 June 2009

Relations between Burma and North Korea have attracted intense attention in recent weeks, as
suspicions grow that the two pariah states are joining forces in a bid to thwart international sanctions
against them.

Two recent developments have greatly added to worries that these two countries are becoming a double
threat to regional security.

The first was the departure of a North Korean cargo ship, the Kang Nam 1, from a port near Pyongyang
on June 17. The ship is believed to be heading for Burma, and is currently being pursued by the US
Navy, which may act on a recent UN resolution authorizing inspections of North Korean vessels
suspected of carrying banned weapons or materials.

The second was the leaking of documents and video footage showing caves and tunnels being
constructed in Burma with the help of North Korean engineers—possibly as part of a controversial nuclear
program by the Burma junta.

To learn more about the possible significance of these events, The Irrawaddy recently interviewed
Thakhin Chan Tun, a former diplomat who served as Burma’s ambassador to North Korea from 1974 to
1975.

Thakhin Chan Tun, who was also the ambassador to Canada from 1969 to 1974 and to the People’s
Republic of China from 1974 to 1976, is a veteran politician who is still actively working for national
reconciliation, democracy and human rights in Burma.

Question: Thakhin Chan Tun, you served as Burma’s ambassador to North Korea from 1974 to 1975.
Can you briefly describe bilateral relations between the two countries from then until now?

Answer: It was very good at that time. They paid great attention to us, possibly because it was the
beginning of our diplomatic relationship. But then, in 1983, Burma invited a South Korean government
delegation to visit, and North Korea plotted to assassinate them at the Martyrs’ Mausoleum in Rangoon,
killing 22 people. The South Korean president was fortunate to be late arriving at the place. They [the
North Koreans] are the kind of people who can commit such crimes. They dare to do everything.

Now the US has imposed sanctions on Burma and the Burmese junta takes a hostile approach to the US.
North Korea is also seen as an enemy of the US. So now [Burma and North Korea] are close again, as
allies. What had happened in 1983 is no longer an issue between them. Since they both have a grudge
against the US, the Burmese military has formed a new alliance with North Korea. | see the junta has also
been trying to foster relations with Iran and Cuba, which are also antagonistic to the US.

Q: What differences do you observe in the relationship between the period of Gen Ne Win's rule and
now?

A: At that time, it was just a diplomatic relationship, based on the fact that North Korea was also a
member of the Non-Aligned Movement. It was like the relationship that we had with other countries
around the world. In the first year of formal diplomatic ties, Burma’s foreign minister [went to North Korea],
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and then U Ne Win and his daughter Sandar Win made a state visit. That's it. We severed diplomatic
communication after the bombing.

Now the diplomatic relationship has resumed without any apology from them. Of course, we should
forgive them, if they apologize. But North Korea has never issued a formal apology to Burma. But it is
should be considered absolutely necessary if the two countries want to resume normal diplomatic
relations. However, | know that people from here were the first to approach the other side.

Now communications seem better. As far as | have observed, it is basically for military purposes and
especially for weapons.

North Korea is smarter than Burma in terms of weapons technology. People from here want those
weapons, and they want [North Korea’s] nuclear technology. | assume they resumed relations for that
purpose.

A nuclear reactor is reportedly being built here, and if they want to make a nuclear bomb from it, they may
need to receive the technology from North Korea.

Q: In the world of international diplomacy, how shocking is an attack like the bombing carried out by the
North Koreans in 1983?

A: It is the most serious crime. It was insulting to Burma. The bomb went off in a building just 30-40 feet
from our Martyrs’ Mausoleum, where the fathers of our nation are buried. Some Burmese ministers were
also killed in the blast, along with the South Koreans.

Q: So what do you think of the resumption of diplomatic ties with a country that would commit such a
crime?

A: It seems like they can just get away with anything.

Q: How will dealing with a country like North Korea, which is extremely isolated in the world, affect
Burma?

A: [The Burmese junta] doesn’t think that deeply. They are unfriendly with the US, so they deal with other
countries that are antagonistic to the US. The relationship itself seems to show that they don’t care about
US policy.

Q: Is the relationship for their benefit?

A: Burma wants nuclear technology. To put it plainly: Burma wants to get the technology to develop a
nuclear bomb. They have been sending many students to Russia for years. They study there for three to
five years. Now they seem to be getting quite far.

However, Russia is a major world power, so they won't give [the Burmese] the technical know-how [to
build a bomb] because they have to maintain some ethical standards. North Korean, on the other, would
be willing to provide this technology if they were approached.

To promote the relationship between the two countries, Gen Shwe Man visited there, and | have heard
that the deputy foreign minister is handling the relationship. North Korea is now allowed to open an
embassy in Burma.

However, | have to say it is childish of the Burmese generals to dream about acquiring nuclear
technology, since they can’t even provide regular electricity in Burma.

Q: Why is China alarmed about the relationship between North Korea and Burma?

A: China understands the Burmese regime’s attitude well. Even if the generals are in a good mood now,
they can easily change and become enemies in a short time. Their decisions are based on emotions. |
think the same is true of the North Korean leadership.

Now China is trying to reign in North Korea. China has protected North Korea in the past, but now it is
reluctant to do so again. | noticed that China didn’t object much to the UN Security Council’s recent
resolution on North Korea.



Now China is advising the Burmese leaders to meet with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, although they are not
referring to her by name. They have started talking about the need for national reconciliation in Burma.

If Burma moves closer to North Korea, China’s attitude to Burma could become more like its recent
approach to North Korea. China has protected these countries to some extent in the past. But China
could change its stand on Burma in the UN Security Council. Even if they don't positively support a
resolution condemning the regime, they could abstain from using their veto to block it. Burma may think
that it can pursue whatever course it likes without worrying about Chinese support, but the idea that
China will support the Burmese regime forever is wrong.

Q: What do you think about relations between China and Russia? Russia recently reiterated its opposition
to political and economic pressure on Burma. Is it true that Russia still supports Burma?

A: Russia wants Burma to be its protégé and China thinks the same. They compete with each other for
influence on Burma. Now China seems reluctant to support Burma, so Russia is jumping in to support the
junta.

Moreover, there are many Burmese students studying in Russia and Russia considers them to be “their”
men. | assume Russia wants Burma to be its man.

Q: Burma could use money it gets from selling natural gas to South Korea to buy arms from North Korea.
How could tension on the Korean peninsula affect Burma-North Korea relations?

A: South Korea started buying Burmese gas before Burma normalized relations with North Korea. It is
only in the past year or two that that there have been reports that Burma was buying arms from North
Korea. Now the South Korean president has started criticizing Burma, and if some parliamentarians in
South Korea start complaining about [Burma'’s relationship with North Korea], it may change [Burmese-
South Korean relations]. It depends on the South’s position. Burma may want to deal with both sides.

Q: North Korea is famous for its tunnel construction. Do you think this is something that the Burmese
generals are particularly interested in?

A: When | was ambassador to North Korea, [Kim ll-sung] the father of the current president was still alive.
He was very powerful. He used to live in tunnels and we sometimes visited him there. We went there by
helicopter and then by car. His home in Pyongyang was just for show. They were always expecting war
and were constantly preparing themselves for that. But we could visit him if he was in good health.

Now it is said that the Burmese junta is constructing tunnels in Kyaukse, in Minbu Township in Magway
Division, in Chin State and in the Arakan Yoma mountain range with North Korea assistance. This news
is spreading, so there may be something to it.

ASIAN SECURITY: Burma, North Korea in an unholy mil __itary alliance - By: Aung Zaw
Bangkok Post - 29 June 2009

Burma's burning ambition to acquire modern missile technology and to upgrade its conventional weapons
is no longer a secret and, if left unchecked, could pose a destabilising threat to regional stability.

Thailand, its most prominent historical enemy, should be concerned - its military leaders would not like to
see a Burma in possession of missiles that could easily lead to a tit-for-tat arms race. Also, of course,
there's the generals' chronic fear of the West, heightened last year when foreign navy vessels showed up
off the Burmese shore in an effort to deliver relief items and water to cyclone victims in the Irrawaddy
delta region.

Since then, Burmese leaders have increasingly been looking for a source of medium-range missiles and
sophisticated anti-aircraft and radar systems to deter imagined external threats.

Recent reports suggest Gen Thura Shwe Mann, the regime's No 3 man, made a secret visit to North
Korea in November 2008, no doubt with a shopping list for the above items.

Gen Shwe Mann, chief of staff of the army, navy and air force, and the coordinator of special operations,
made a secret, seven-day visit to Pyongyang on Nov 22, travelling there via China.
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His 17-member, high-level delegation was given an important sightseeing visit to Pyongyang and
Myohyang, where secret tunnels have been built into the mountains to store and shield jet aircraft,
missiles, tanks and nuclear and chemical weapons.

Accompanied by air defence chief Lt Gen Myint Hlaing, Brig Gen Hla Htay Win, Brig Gen Khin Aung Myint
and senior officials from heavy industries, the delegation was clearly on a mission to cement stronger
military ties with the reclusive, hermit state.

On Nov 27, Gen Shwe Mann and Gen Kim Kyok-sik, chief of general staff, signed a MoU, officially
formalising the military cooperation between Burma and North Korea.

North Korea will reportedly build or supervise the construction of some Burmese military facilities,
including tunnels and caves in which missiles, aircraft and even naval ships could be hidden. Burma will
also receive expert training for its special forces, air defence training, plus a language exchange
programme between personnel in the two armed forces.

Burmese army sources in Naypyidaw confirmed that the secret arms-procurement mission covered most
of the generals' wish list.

During his seven-day visit, Gen Shwe Mann, who is presumed to be the heir apparent to take over
Burma's armed forces, visited radar and jamming units in Myohyang, a highly sophisticated anti-aircraft
unit, air force units and a computerised command control system in Pyongyang.

The delegation also visited a surface-to-surface (Scud) missile factory, partially housed in tunnels, on the
outskirts of Pyongyang to observe missile production. Since the late 1980s, North Korea has sold
hundreds of Scud-type missiles and Scud production technology to Iran, Syria and Egypt.

The Scud-D missile, with a range of 700 kilometres, and the Scud-E missile, with a range of 1,500km,
could easily intimidate Burma's neighbours, including Thailand. It is believed that Burma already has
deployed six radar air defence systems along the Thai-Burmese border.

During the visit, the Burmese were also particularly interested in short-range 107mm and 240mm multi-
rocket launchers - a multi-purpose missile defence system in case of a foreign invasion, analysts said.

Also of great interest was the latest in anti-tank, laser-guided missile technology that can be deployed
within an infantry division. Defence analysts say Burma has already purchased short- and medium-range
missiles from North Korea under a barter deal.

It is not known if regime leaders have already put in an order for Scud-D or the more powerful Scud-F
missiles, with a range of 3,000km. To suppress ethnic insurgents, the regime doesn't need such
sophisticated weapons, but Burma's strong interest in missile, radar, Awac air defence systems, GPS
communication jammers and search radar indicates that Naypyidaw's leaders envision both defensive
and offensive capabilities.

Historically, Burma has procured small arms, jet fighters and naval ships from the West, namely the
United States, Britain and some European countries. But after brutally crushing the 1988 democracy
uprising, it faced Western sanctions and Burmese leaders desperately looked for new sources of
weapons and ammunition to modernise and upgrade its armed forces. Burma has bought jet fighters and
naval ships from China but increasingly it's looked for alternatives because of low quality and poor after-
sales service

In the past, Burma purchased a "Pechora” air defence system - a Russian-made, surface-to-air, anti-
aircraft system. Analysts say the Russians have provided technical training and language courses to
Burmese technicians.

The junta continues to strengthen its military capacity and spends the country's precious foreign reserves
on more and more sophisticated weapons.

When Gen Maung Aye, the regime's number two, visited Moscow in April 2006, he told Russian Prime
Minister Mikhail Fradkov that Burma wished to order more Russian-made MiG-29 jet fighters (in addition
to the 12 it had already secured), as well as 12 secondhand MI-17 helicopters.



During the Moscow visit, the deputy chief of the armed forces also expressed a desire to build a short-
range guided missile system in central Burma with assistance from Russia.

Curiously, say analysts, Gen Shwe Mann and his delegation also studied the subway system in the North
Korean capital - in theory an underground subway is an effective way to deploy and mobilise troops
during a conflict in an urban area.

As early as 2002-2003, Burma begun to build underground tunnels and caves to hide and protect aircraft
and weapons, as well as to house a central command and control facility.

Foreign analysts note that Burma was humiliated when it lost serious military skirmishes with Thailand in
2001 and 2002.

Thailand employed F-16 jet fighters along its border and successfully disrupted Burma's communication
system between its troops in the front line and its central command.

The generals seem determined to go into the next field of battle with equal if not superior forces.
Aung Zaw is founder and editor of the Irrawaddy magazine - http://www.irrawaddy.org

COMMENTARY: One Step Forward, Two Steps Back - By K yaw Zwa Moe
Irrawaddy — 26 June 2009

The trial of Aung San Suu Kyi is an unofficial step in the ruling junta’s seven-step road map. It is an
essential one for the generals as they look ahead to the fifth step—the upcoming election in 2010.

The generals must now see, however, that by putting Suu Kyi on trial they took one step forward and two
steps back.

The regime had no alternative as it prepared for the upcoming election. For the generals, the election is
not only a step towards politcal legitimacy, but also the apparatus with which they can legalize the role of
the military within the country’s political system.

The road map has three more steps—the election, the convening of a parliamentary assembly and the
construction of “a modern, developed and democratic nation.” That’'s the generals’ political aim.

In order to complete the whole process, the junta faced one big problem: Suu Kyi, who should have been
freed on May 27 after serving six years of house arrest. Her release would have come at least seven
months, probably longer, before the planned election.

Free at last, Suu Kyi would have been regarded as a potential troublemaker by the generals, whose
political exit strategy would have been closed.

By arresting her and putting her on trial, the junta forestalled that danger, at least for the time being. It
was a risky ploy that has unleashed an international outcry that must have surprised the regime.

Once begun, the trial had to continue, with only one verdict in sight: guilty. Suu Kyi will be sentenced to
up to five more years of incarceration—and the regime will have taken two big steps backwards.

Unlike its past persecution of Suu Kyi, however, the regime cannot expect to return to “business as usual”
this time.

Judging by the volume of international condemnation unleashed by the trial, Suu Kyi’'s imprisonment
would undoubtedly bring criticism from governments and organizations that have largely ignored past
abuses by the regime. Concern about events in Burma is voiced now not only in Washington and other
Western capitals.

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean), which has traditionally protected the Burmese
regime, recently took the unusual step of issuing a statement condemning the trial and calling for Suu
Kyi’s release. The statement was formally issued by the Asean chair, Thailand, once a staunch supporter
of strong ties to Burma.


http://www.irrawaddy.org/opinion_story.php?art_id=16196

During a visit to Burma in early June, Singapore’s Senior Minister Goh Chok Tong urged Burma’s junta
leaders not to allow the trial of the pro-democracy leader to affect the national reconciliation process, and
to ensure that next year’s general election is free and fair.

Goh emphasized that the elections must be inclusive and that the opposition National League for
Democracy (NLD), led by Suu Kyi, must be part of the process of national reconciliation.

The Burmese junta was also told by Goh—probably much to its chagrin—that Singapore investors were
likely to wait until after the 2010 election before pouring any more money into the country.

The Asean statement and Goh'’s outspoken appeals indicate that the members of the regional grouping
are running out of patience with their out-of-step associate.

As international pressure on the regime mounted, the junta’s No 2, Snr-Gen Maung Aye, rushed to China
for talks with leaders of Burma'’s closest ally. Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao reportedly told him that China
hoped the junta would promote democracy in Burma.

Although it was natural for the regime to consult at this critical time with a government whose support it so
badly needs at the UN, the Burmese junta never allows any country, including China, to dictate its internal
politics.

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon was expected to visit Burma in early July following UN calls for the
release of Suu Kyi and more than 2,000 other political prisoners, as well as an assurance that the 2010
election will be all-inclusive. The junta has never heeded such calls from the UN or the international
community, however.

There is little chance, anyway, that the election will be all-inclusive, since the NLD is expected to take its
own step backwards and boycott the poll unless Suu Kyi is freed. Before the trial, there was a chance that
the NLD would agree to participate.

A change of heart by the regime is highly unlikely, and the decision to keep Suu Kyi safely out of the
political arena has surely already been taken. She will probably be sentenced to a further three years or
so of loss of freedom and be returned to her home to serve it there.

But the regime’s headaches don’t end there. Suu Kyi’s trial is turning out to be the most intractable
problem it has faced in the 20 years it has held power.

The above article will appear in the July 2009 issue of The Irrawaddy magazine.

Burma's cyber war rages on - by Celeste Chenard
Mizzima - 29 June 2009

While the Internet has became one of the main tools at the disposal of opposition elements against
political and cultural repression in authoritarian states, governments have in turn used the same
technology to limit the effectiveness of political opposition by either commercial or propagandist means.

A debate about the Internet as a tool of democratization has emerged since the first uses of the Internet
under authoritarian systems of government. On the one hand, there are those who subscribe to the
“determinist” theory, for whom the Internet can contribute to the collapse of dictatorships. On the other
hand are the so-called “instrumentalists”, who take the position that an authoritarian regime can control
the Web and exploit the Internet to serve its own interests. But the most important question is how
authoritarian rulers choose an information technology strategy.

According to Nina Hachigian, in her paper 'The internet and power in one-party East Asian States': “The
Internet presents a dilemma to leaders of authoritarian states and illiberal democracies. It promises
enticing commercial advantages, such as transaction cost reductions, e-commerce possibilities, and
foreign trade facilitation. Yet, by giving citizens access to outside information and platforms for discussion
and organization, the Internet can also help politically empower populations and potentially threaten
regimes."

According to a report recently released by the OpenNet Initiative (ONI) on information filtering in Asia,
Asian governments are taking increasingly sophisticated steps to control access to Web content. The
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report reveals accelerating restrictions on Internet content as Asian governments shift to next generation
controls. These new techniques go beyond blocking access to websites and are more informal and fluid
while often backed-up by increasingly restrictive and broadly interpreted laws.

The report further points to an emerging inclination for states to actively engage in cyberspace as a way
to achieve enhanced control of information: “Since 2006, many Asian governments have quickly realized
the potential benefits of exploiting opportunities for conducting propaganda or public relations strategies
over the Internet, even while cracking down on independent and critical voices thriving in these online
spaces — an example of the evolution towards next generation controls,” finds the report.

Yet, the Internet has simultaneously been shown to be an especially effective tool for journalists, civil
society activists and opposition leaders in Asia during elections or other times of national political crisis.

Burma showed one of the most dramatic examples of citizens using online tools to circumvent
government control over information during the Saffron Revolution. It is clear that the particular attention
of the international community and foreign media toward the 2007 uprising in Burma was partly due to the
various uses of new information technology — and particularly the Internet.

These “netizens” have demonstrated that new tools of communication, and especially the Internet, can
impact on the global coverage of events and even on the sequence of events themselves. Vital
information coming from inside Burma was posted by overseas Burmese news organizations and the
international media, ultimately being fed back into the country of origin via satellite television and radio,
thus achieving a bi-directional flow of information. Such newly available networks for the diffusion of
information are surely challenging the rulers of closed countries like Burma.

Nonetheless, while “citizen journalists” provided the world with footage and news, the government
eventually imposed a “blackout of the information”. By cutting all Internet connections, the junta tried to
disarm "netizens" — in further testament to the perceived potential destabilizing effects triggered by such
endeavors.

The push and pull battle over the Internet raises a serious question: Can emerging online technologies
truly alter a country's isolationism and foster real political change?

In a closed country the Internet can effectively serve the propaganda efforts of the authoritarian regime
while simultaneously providing a new capacity with which dissidents can communicate relatively freely
without considering boarders. Further, more than simply a political weapon, the Internet can also help to
mobilize and raise public awareness and coordinate demonstrations and campaigns.

But still, there is a dark side to the Internet that must be considered.

Since 1997 the junta has purchased sophisticated technology from a Singapore-based company to assist
in the development of a Cyber Warfare Center in order to accentuate efficacy and surveillance over the
Army. Additionally, in May 2004, the junta purchased filtering software from American company Fortinet.
ONI, largely as a result of such information technology transfers, has chronicled an increasing level of
effectiveness on the part of the Burmese regime in the control of information over recent years.

Burma, in the end, is caught in a vicious cycle. As the junta appears unwilling to improve the life
conditions of the population, as one tactic to stay in power, the economy of the country is consequently
not industrially and technologically adapted to take maximum advantage of the Internet. Moreover,
launching economic development via information technology is not deemed worth the political risk in the
battle over the dissemination of information. Severe restrictions on Internet access is thus perceived as
one strategy in denying opposition elements a greater foothold in Burmese society.

To summarize, as economic stakes are low and political risks much higher, the junta is less willing to let
the population make use of the Internet than other authoritarian countries who limit Internet access to a
lesser extent in order to foment economic development. “The exception,” highlights the ONI report, "to the
general embrace of ICT development [in Asian countries] has consistently been Burma.” However, for the
regime there is also a concurrent downside in such an approach, as the country becomes even less
attractive to potential foreign investors.

The junta, though, is aware of the necessity to economically compete in the world economy. The
construction of a cyber city by the generals is proof of this knowledge, while also further exemplifying the



misappropriation of information technology development. The country’s largest information technology
development, Yadanabon City — inaugurated in 2007, is projected to serve as the connection point for the
regime with economic partners such as China, India and Thailand.

Apart from economic interests, the Internet can also serve the propagandist aims of governments. The
junta tries to use the Internet as a tool to spread its propaganda and political message to the world and to
contradict accusations of its detractors. An active presence on the Web allows the government to present
the world its own version of the facts. That is why the junta launched www.myanmar.com, allowing
foreigners to read an electronic version of the state-run English newspaper The New Light of Myanmar.

However, examples of the collapse of governments in Southeast Asia because of popular mass protest
with the support of the media — as in the Philippines in 1986 and Indonesia in 1998 — still keeps hope
alive of a coming shift in Burma.

But the Burmese example also reveals media pressure and "People Power" are not enough by
themselves to ensure political transition. The media can assist in transition but not set the transition itself
in motion. The media is dependant on a nexus connecting the economic, social and political spheres.

Nonetheless, if an authoritarian regime can be affected by the uses of the Internet abroad, it is clear the
Internet can in fact impact events inside a closed society like Burma as well — by at least forcing the junta
to act in a space open to everybody’s eyes.

Don't Moon Over Burma - By Marie Doezema
New York Times - 26 June 2009

DOHA — It doesn’t take a trip to Myanmar to see that measures taken by the international community
against the Burmese junta are not working. Recent headlines and the trial of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
indicate that Myanmar continues to be mired in repression.

| recently took a trip there nonetheless. | have friends there, Burmese and foreigners, and | wanted to visit
them in their country, a place they described as both beautiful and tragic.

Two days into the trip, | found myself eating fried tadpoles and drinking Champagne with Tay Za, one of
country’s most powerful businessmen and a close ally of the military junta.

My friends and | had been en route to Putao, a mountainous region in the far north sandwiched between
China and India. Abundant in wildlife and natural resources, the area is unreachable by road and visits
require government permits. We took three flights to get there from Yangon. The owner of the airline, Tay
Za, was on board with us.

As he exited the plane, Tay Za invited us to his lavish tourist lodge the following day. It felt less like an
invitation than a summons. We had the feeling that he wanted to size us up.

At dinner the next evening, the normally elusive Tay Za was effusive, giving us a crash course on how
things work in Myanmar.

On international sanctions: Who cares? Why bother with Europe and the U.S. when China and India are
right next door?

He described his plans for Putao, which include developing infrastructure and another luxury resort. What
this will mean for the region isn't yet clear.

Once our trekking trip got underway, we spent days hiking through clouds, drinking from mountain
streams, staying in small villages, sleeping in elevated huts woven from rattan. The night air wafted in
through the cracks, mingling with smoke from the fire.

The forests were tangles of mushrooms, wild strawberries and orchids. We met hunters and gatherers
who spent their days in the woods. In the last village we visited, mail came three times a year.

One night, we met with a village elder and a medicine man. Every year, they said, ice on the nearby
mountains recedes farther into the distance. We talked about the plans to build a road to the village.
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Tay Za loomed large over this part of the country, and we had the sense that his name would follow us
everywhere. A few days earlier, back at his lodge, he had talked of his hopes for the road. For him, a road
would mean easier access to a region he’s hungry to develop. For the locals, it would make life easier,
but could also bring changes that threaten traditional resources and livelihoods.

If development brings catastrophe, locals will do what the birds do, the village elder told us: “We’'ll fly
away if we have to, go deeper into the forest until it's safe.”

After the trekking trip, | also visited the ancient city of Bagan, home to thousands of rust-colored pagodas.
Here, too, Tay Za had left his mark — a garish tower among the temples: a cocktail lounge with a view.

The town was eerily empty. Guesthouses were all but vacant and rows of restaurants were deserted.
Horse carts lined the sides of the roads, waiting for passengers who never seemed to come.

A few kids peddled postcards, others begged for money, food, or anything that might be of value. Anti-
child prostitution signs hung on trees and buildings around town. “Our children are not for sale,” they
read.

| also visited Mandalay but missed most of the city. The trekking trip had left me covered in bites from
leeches and insects, and my body was swollen and feverish. Instead of visiting sites, | searched for a
pharmacy. Having been warned of the dangers of counterfeit meds, | wasn't sure where to go.

Looking for medicine that night felt like the situation in Myanmar. You don’t know what's real and what’s
not; who to trust, who to avoid. You're stuck in a limbo of justified paranoia.

At the end of the trip, | returned to Yangon. | visited some of the places that had been special to a
Burmese friend who now lives abroad. He left almost two decades ago and hasn’t returned. Most of his
family is still there.

After years abroad, my friend manages to maintain optimism rather than bitterness. As he wrote to me
before | left, “I hope you will still see the amicable smiles of our people. We always find something to
lighten our gloomy lives worth living.”

Marie Doezema is a freelance writer.
News — Aung San Suu Kyi

Myanmar says American main culprit in Suu Kyi case
AP — 25 June 2009

YANGON, Myanmar — Myanmar's national police chief said Thursday that the American man who swam
uninvited to the home of opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi was the "main culprit” in the case filed
against her.

The comment that could signal a less aggressive stance against the Nobel Peace laureate, who is being
tried for violating the terms of her house arrest when John William Yettaw entered her closely guarded
lakeside home last month and stayed two days. Yettaw and Suu Kyi's two women companions are also
charged.

If convicted, the 64-year-old faces up to five years in prison. She has been under house arrest for more
than 13 of the last 19 years.

Her supporters say the government is almost certain to convict her and claim the regime is using the
incident to keep the pro-democracy leader detained through next year's elections.

Brig. Gen. Khin Yi's comments at a news conference Thursday marked the first time the government has
shifted the spotlight from Suu Kyi. Khin Yi faulted the democracy leader for her lack of cooperation with
the security personnel at her home, but alleged that Yettaw was mostly to blame for the incident and that
he may have been backed by some groups.

He declined to identify which groups, but noted Yettaw had met many exiled dissidents in neighboring
Thailand.
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"There could be some individuals and organizations that had supported or directed John William Yettaw,
but it is undeniable that Mr. Yettaw is the main culprit who has broken the existing law," he said.

The briefing, which was attended by lawyers and diplomats, came a day before the scheduled visit of
U.N. special envoy Ibrahim Gambari, which may presage a trip by U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
early next month.

Yettaw, 53, of Falcon, Missouri, has pleaded not guilty, and explained in court that he had a dream that
Suu Kyi would be assassinated and he had gone to warn her. Family and friends have said that he was
working on a book and wished to interview Suu Kyi.

Khin Yi noted that Yettaw was apprehended in May while returning from Suu Kyi's house along a longer
route than the one he had taken during a previous secret visit in November.

"Only Mr. Yettaw and his accomplices will know why he didn't use the shorter route. Can it be assumed
that he deliberately did it to create problems?" said Khin Yi.

He described the American as "an intelligent man and not an unsound person as alleged by some
opposition groups.”

Police Chief Suspects Yettaw Mastermind
Irrawaddy - 25 June 2009

The Burmese police chief, Brig-Gen Khin Yi, alleged that a mastermind was orchestrating John William
Yettaw, whose intrusion on Aung San Suu Kyi led to her arrest and trial.

“There must be a mastermind behind Mr. Yettaw. We are investigating who exactly is behind this,” the
police chief told journalists and diplomats at a press conference in Rangoon on Thursday.

Khin Yi said John William Yettaw was not wealthy enough to travel and stay in Thailand and Burma for
several months, and his long stays must have been financed by a group masterminding his actions.

Khin Yi also alleged that Yettaw might have wanted security guards to arrest him, because he did not
take the same route entering and leaving Suu Kyi's house . “By swimming through Inya Lake he attracted
the attention of police guarding Suu Kyi,” Khin Yi said.

Khin Yi frequently repeated that Yettaw had met with exiled and unlawful groups before his last visit to
Burma.

According to Burmese and Thai sources in Mae Sot, a Thai town on the border with Burma, Yettaw, 53,
spent more than a month at a hotel in the town after his first visit to Rangoon in November 2008. During
this visit he managed to get in to Suu Kyi’'s compound, but her companions prevented him from meeting
her.

While he was in Mae Sot, people recalled Yettaw saying that he planned to return to visit Suu Kyi again.
His second visit led to the fateful encounter with Suu Kyi in May, sources said.

In Mae Sot, Yettaw stayed at the Highland Hotel, where he spoke to several people about Burma and
made brief comments about Suu Kyi. He openly told people about his first visit to her compound.

Yettaw was still in debt for the expenses he incurred during his first trip to Burma, according to his family.
Before leaving his home in Falcon, Missouri, Yettaw told his wife, Betty Yettaw, that he planned to visit
Asia for a book he was writing, according to an Associated Press report.

Yettaw, a Mormon, reportedly does not hold strong political views. He receives disability payments from
the US Veteran’s Affairs office for Vietnam-related injuries and has been pursuing studies in psychology.

Police Chief says Suu Kyi tardy in contacting autho rities
Mizzima - 25 June 2009
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New Delhi - Burma’s Chief of Police, Khin Yi, on Thursday accused opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi
for having not adequately informed police of the details of the first visit by American John William Yettaw,
who is currently standing trial for his visits to the detained pro-democracy leader's Rangoon residence.

Khin Yi, during a rare press briefing at the Drug Elimination Museum in Rangoon’s Kamayut Township,
told journalists and diplomats that the detained Nobel Peace Laureate had not informed concerned
authorities in a timely manner as to the details of the first visit by Yettaw in November 2008.

As National League for Democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi only informed the authorities of the visit four
days after the event on December 4, 2008, it was difficult for authorities to trace the incident and thus
hampered attempts to uncover the truth, Khin Yi added.

Rejecting rumors that the accused suffers from a mental iliness, Khin Yi said Yettaw is instead a highly
intellectual person.

Aung San Suu Kyi, on trial in Insein prison along with Yettaw and two live-in party members, is charged
with breaching her detention regulations by accepting Yettaw, who allegedly swam approximately two
kilometers across Inya Lake, into her home and providing him with food and shelter. If found guilty, she
could face up to five years imprisonment.

But the pro-democracy leader has pleaded ‘not guilty’ to the charges, saying the security around her
home is instead responsible for the break-in.

Khin Yi, during the briefing, said the government believes that Yettaw's visit was pre-planned by a group
working behind the scenes, but failed to identify the group, saying only that authorities are still working on
the case.

But opposition groups have in turn accused the junta of using the incident as a pretext to continue
detaining the Nobel Peace Laureate in order to keep her out of the public realm in the run-up to the
planned 2010 general election.

Mizos call for the release of Aung San Suu Kyi
Mizzima - 25 June 2009
by Salai Pi Pi

New Delhi — Scores of Mizo and Burmese activists on Thursday held a sit-in protest in Aizawl, capital of
India’s northeastern state of Mizoram, calling for the release of detained Burmese opposition leader Aung
San Suu Kyi.

With banners declaring ‘Mizoram for Aung San Suu Kyi’ the protestors held a one-hour demonstration at
Aizawl's Temple Square. The protestors expressed concern for the Burmese Nobel Peace Laureate, who
is currently facing a trial under charges stemming from the trespassing of an American man into her home
in early May.

“We want the Burmese junta to release Aung San Suu Kyi, that is the main purpose of today’s
demonstration,” said Ruata, Secretary of the Mizoram Committee for Democracy in Burma (MCDB), the
group that organized the protest.

The sit-in demonstration, in support of Aung San Suu Kyi and democracy in Burma, is the second such
action organized by MCDB, which was formed in October 2007 following the junta's crackdown on the
Saffron Revolution.

Speaking to Mizzima, Ruata said the organization will also send a letter to India's President, Pratibha
Devisingh Patil, and Prime Minister, Manmohan Singh, through the Mizoram government, urging them to
do everything India can in order to secure the release of Aung San Suu Kyi, past recipient of India’s
Jawaharlal Nehru Award for International Understanding.

“We urge the Indian President and Prime Minister to put pressure on the Burmese regime to release
Aung San Suu Kyi as the trial against her is not fair,” Ruata said.
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“We also call for the restoration of democracy in Burma and urge India to review its current foreign policy
toward the Burmese regime,” he added.

Meanwhile, Ko Htwe, a Mizoram-based member of the Burmese Social Welfare Association who spoke at
the protest on Thursday, said the protest was also a show of solidarity for Burma.

Joining the protest were prominent Mizoram political leaders, including those from the Mizo National Front
(MNF), Zoram Nationalist Party (ZNP), Bharatya Janata Party (BJP-Mizoram), Mizoram Peoples
Conference (MPC) and Mizoram Pradesh Congress Committee (MPCC), as well as representatives from
Mizo non-governmental organizations.

Zothankimi, General Secretary of the Women's Wing of the MPCC, speaking at the protest, said it is
shameful and cowardly of the Burmese generals to try and suppress an unarmed, single woman.

Similarly, Ruata, condemning the continued military rule in Burma, said the impact of rights violations by
the junta have caused thousands of Burmese people to flee their homes for foreign lands, including
Mizoram.

“A lot of refugees have come to Mizoram. That’s the impact of military rule in Burma,” explained Ruata,
showing his sympathy towards the Burmese refugees in Mizoram.

He further encouraged Mizoram authorities to show sympathy to the Burmese and not to harass or deport
them, as they are merely seeking shelter in Mizoram state.

News - Other

Gambari Arrives in Burma
Irrawaddy — 26 June 2009

By Lalit K Jha

UN Special Envoy to Burma Ibrahim Gambari has arrived in Burma and will return to UN headquarters
promptly to brief Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon before he leaves New York for Japan on Monday, a UN
spokesman said on Thursday.

Officials said Gambari’s visit is intended to pave the way for a follow-up visit by Ban, anticipated for
sometime next week.

A UN official confirmed the envoy arrived Friday morning in Rangoon, the commercial capital, and was
scheduled to travel later in the day to the remote capital of Naypyidaw to meet with the government’s
military leaders.

Informed sources told The Irrawaddy much depends on Gambari’s talks with the junta as to whether and
when Ban visits Burma

The visit is likely to be politically delicate coming during the contentious trial of opposition pro-democracy
leader Aung San Suu Kyi, who is facing a possible five-year extension of her 13 years under house
arrest.

Meanwhile, the Obama Administration has approved an additional $10 million in humanitarian aid for the
survivors affected by Cyclone Nargis last year. The aid will be distributed to individuals and communities.

North Korea's Myanmar links: Cocking a snuke
The Economist - 25 June 2009

Carrots, sticks and now a bullhorn fail to deter North Korea

ONE is an ageing North Korean cargo tub with more than one previous owner and a record of weapons
trafficking. The other, shadowing the Kang Nam 1 as it chugs slowly round China’s coast on its way, it is
believed, to a port in Myanmar via the Malacca Strait, is an American guided-missile destroyer, bristling
with up-to-date radars and weaponry. But it is to be hoped that the captain of the USS McCampbell,
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reportedly taking over the tracking from a sister ship, the USS John McCain, has at least one old-
fashioned bit of naval kit on board: a bullhorn.

The American ships are doing UN-approved duty. Resolution 1874, passed unanimously by the Security
Council on June 12th permits the searching of North Korean cargoes on vessels on the high seas
suspected of carrying illegal arms shipments. But, in what seems a nose-thumbers’ charter, it requires the
flag-owner’s consent, which in this case is highly unlikely to be forthcoming. If the Americans cannot
direct the Kang Nam 1 with stern words to a nearby port for a search, they will have to hope a shortage of
fuel forces it to dock.

The new restrictions on North Korea limit its weapons imports to small arms, and ban all arms exports,
conventional or otherwise. They followed a provocative long-range missile test and last month a defiant
claim of the country’s second nuclear test. Puzzlingly, sensors failed to detect telltale gases that usually
leak out within days of such a test, but that could be because North Korea is, troublingly, better at testing
small nuclear warheads deep underground than observers had guessed.

The regime’s ailing boss, Kim Jong Il, is preparing more fireworks: perhaps another nuclear test; almost
certainly short- and medium-range missile firings. A new launch-pad being prepared in the west of the
country would allow testing of intercontinental-range rockets to the south, instead of as now across the
Pacific towards America, which has threatened to shoot down any that appear threatening.

Where will all this lead? China and Russia, angered at Mr Kim’s nuclear antics, agreed to support
sanctions on his illicit weapons trade, but want six-party negotiations that also include America, South
Korea and Japan, as well as North Korea, to resume. North Korea says it will come to the table as a
“proud nuclear power” with no intention of giving up its bombs. “Delusional” is how one senior American
official describes Mr Kim’s demand to be accepted as a nuclear power; South Korea and Japan concur.

Meanwhile the fear is that Mr Kim will resume (if he ever stopped) helping others with their nuclear work.
Financial records show that Mr Kim co-operated with a network run by a disgraced former Pakistani
scientist, Abdul Qadeer Khan, to help supply Libya with nuclear material for uranium-enrichment work
before the country abandoned its weapons effort. A nuclear reactor Mr Kim was secretly building for
Syria, one ideally sized for producing plutonium for bombs, was destroyed by Israel in 2007 just before its
completion.

Some reports say the Kang Nam 1 is carrying missile parts; others that it is shipping mostly small arms to
the junta in Myanmar. Mr Kim has sometimes used Myanmar to trans-ship missile parts, and who knows
what else, to Iran. But Myanmar itself is a headache now, too. Russia has agreed to build it a small
nuclear-research reactor. The worry is this nuclear toing and froing could disguise another joint venture,
with North Korea: the secret building of a reactor like both Syria’s and the one Mr Kim has used to
produce plutonium for his own weapons tests.

Likely Destination of N Korean Ship Often Used for Weapons Deliveries
Irrawaddy — 25 June 2009

By Min Lwin

The Myanmar International Terminals Thilawa (MITT), believed to be the destination of the Kang Nam 1,
a North Korean cargo ship being tracked by the US Navy, has often been used for deliveries of weapons,
according to sources at the facility.

The Kang Nam 1, which left a North Korean port on June 17, is believed to be carrying weapons, missile
parts or possibly even nuclear materials.

“There are two reasons to use Thilawa,” said an MITT operator. “First, it is not too close to Rangoon, and
second, it is easy to increase security here so people don’t know what is being unloaded.”

The international multi-purpose container port, Burma’s largest deep sea port, is located about 30 km
south of Rangoon.

According to other MITT employees, the facility has often been used for deliveries of weapons since it
was built in the mid-1990s.
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“Cargo ships carrying many kinds of weapons from Russia, China, North Korea and the Ukraine have
docked at Thilawa,” said an MITT worker.

Normally, the source explained, the ships are offloaded around midnight to avoid attracting attention.
Then, around 2 a.m., convoys of trucks deliver the weapons to a military depot at Intaing, about 25 km
north of Rangoon.

“When cargo ships carrying military equipment dock at the port, naval personnel based near Thilawa take
over port security and coordinate the unloading of the ships,” he said. “No unauthorized personnel are
allowed near the port when cargo ships carrying weapons dock here.”

On Wednesday, officials from the Myanmar Port Authority, which operates under the Ministry of
Transport, met with the Thilawa port authorities. It is believed that the meeting was related to the
imminent arrival of the Kang Nam 1.

“We don't know when the ship will dock and we haven't received any instructions concerning its berthing
schedule,” said an MITT employee, adding that this was normal procedure for handling ships carrying
weapons.

The source also said that employees of MITT had been instructed not to speak to exiled media about the
Kang Nam 1.

On Thursday, the Burmese state-run newspaper, The News Light of Myanmar, reported that the
government had denied that the Kang Nam 1 was heading for Burma.

The report said that the Burmese junta had not received any information about the Kang Nam 1, but was
expecting another North Korean ship, the MV Dumangang, to arrive in Burma on June 27 to pick up 8,000
tons of rice.

The USS John S McCain started following the Kang Nam 1 soon after it left port last week. The USS
McCampbell is now shadowing the ship, which is being monitored under UN sanctions imposed earlier
this month following North Korea’s underground nuclear test in May.

Does Kang Nam carry arms to kill ceasefire forces?
SHAN - 24 June 2009

Hseng Khio Fah

Reports of North Korean cargo ship Kang Nam on its way to Burma has raised speculations among
ceasefire groups who are resisting Naypyitaw’'s demand to transform themselves into troops under the
Burma Army’s command that it could be linked to current tensions between the two sides.

During the visit of Lt-Gen Ye Myint, the junta’s chief negotiator, to Mongla, opposite China’s Daluo on 9
June, Sai Leun, 63, leader of the National Democratic Alliance Army-Eastern Shan State (NDAA-ESS),
informed him of the rejection by the army and people under his leadership of the junta’s proposal to
transform themselves into a border guard force. Upon hearing it, Ye Myint mentioned the amazing growth
and development of the ceasefire areas during the past 20 years and said, “Don’t you feel sorry to lose
them if you reject our proposal?”

“This is a strong hint that all that we have built will be destroyed by them,” a ceasefire officer told SHAN.

Another source from northern Shan State also reported that he was told by a senior police officer that
new weapons with highly destructive power would be used against ceasefire groups unless they gave in
to the junta’s demand.

Meanwhile, Col Yawd Serk, leader of the Shan State Army (SSA) South, remarked that Naypyitaw’s
current military preparations are aimed at subduing the United Wa State Army’s forces along the Thai-
Burma border. “Panghsang (on the Sino-Burma border) is not their immediate target,” he said. “They want
to put pressure on the Wa’s southern forces to give up their resistance. They will deal with Panghsang
afterwards.”
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The main weapon employed by the junta will be “drugs”, he told SHAN. “The planned burning of drugs in
Kengtung on 26 June is therefore significant,” he said.

Kengtung is the capital of eastern Shan State, where the UWSA is active.

China To Build New Refineries For Oil From Myanmar Pipeline
Wall Street Journal — 25 June 2009

BEIJING (Dow Jones)--China will build refineries capable of processing 20 million metric tons a year, or
402,000 barrels per day, in southwest China to process crude oil from the Sino-Myanmar pipeline, Jiang
Ximin, an official with NDRC's energy research institute said Thursday.

The refineries will be located in Chongging City of Sichuan Province and in Yunnan Province, the official
said during an energy pipeline conference.

Output of oil products from these refineries is expected to reach 12.77 million tons a year, and a related
project will produce 1 million tons of ethylene per year, he said.

China National Petroleum Corp. signed a memorandum with Myanmar on the cross-border oil pipeline
last week. The designed annual capacity of the pipeline is 22 million tons, or 442,000 barrels a day.

CNPC earlier said that construction will start in September.

A 300,000-deadweight ton crude port and an oil tank with storage capacity of 600,000 cubic meters will
be built in Myanmar, the official said.

KNU Headquarters Overrun: Now What?
Irrawaddy — 25 June 2009

By Saw Yan Naing

After a long offensive, the Burmese army and its ceasefire militia, the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army
(DKBA), has overrun the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) Brigade 7 headquarters.

The question now is: What's next?

Karen sources and analysts said the fighting will continue as the joint Burmese army and DKBA troops
focus their attacks toward the KNLA Brigade 6 area.

Analysts said powerful business interests are supporting the offensive.

The Burmese regime’s goal is to control all of central Karen State, where the Karen National Union’s
KNLA Brigade 7 and 6 are now located, in order to dominate the business and border trade activity with
Thailand, said one DKBA businessman who asked for anonymity.

Once dominated, many industries, companies and infrastructure will be improved and supported by the
Myanmar Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry, said the businessman.

Important activities will include logging and mining natural resources, including zinc, he said.

He said the Burmese authorities and DKBA troops will construct roads to connect between army
headquarters in Myaing Gyi Ngu and border areas.

Once the clashes end, the relationship between the DKBA and local Thai authorities and businessmen in
Mae Sot will expand when compared to the past, businessmen said.

During the recent fighting, a KNU leader said two DKBA leaders were spotted in a car traveling with Thai
police near the border where Karen refugees have sought shelter in Tha Song Yang District in Tak
Province.

Analysts also said the situation will be more dangerous for the KNU and Burmese opposition groups in
exile when the border area is controlled by DKBA troops.
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Maj Hla Ngwe, the joint secretary (1) of the KNU, said the loss of KNLA Brigade 7 headquarters could
affect the work of Burmese opposition organizations based in Mae Sot.

“The opposition movement will be limited. They might not launch campaigns as they did before,” said Hla
Ngwe.

Border sources also say more assassinations could be expected in the border area, where many
Burmese and ethnic opposition groups are based.

In February 2008, the KNU'’s late general secretary, Mahn Sha, was gun down by two DKBA members at
his home near the center of Mae Sot. Many sources claimed the assassination also involved Thai border
police.

Border sources said that DKBA members will have easy access to Mae Sot once the relationship
between the DKBA and Thai border authorities is established.

A sign of the evolving transition in the power center, said the businessman, is that DKBA soldiers are now
receiving medical care in Mae Sot. What's happening is “very obvious,” he said.

The DKBA plans to expand its troops from 6,000 to 9,000 in preparation for its transformation to become
a border guard force under the Burmese army. The DKBA split from it mother organization, the KNU, and
signed a ceasefire agreement with the Burmese regime in 1995.

Thai education reform to benefit Burmese migrants
DVB — 26 June 2009

Burmese migrants and refugees living on the periphery of Thai society could benefit from the Thai
government’s new plans to strengthen its education policy for migrant and stateless children in the
country.

Thailand hosts some 3.5 million stateless persons, the majority of which are Burmese who have fled
conflict in the country or who come to Thailand to find employment. Around 80 per cent of labour migrants
are Burmese.

Currently all children, except those living in refugee camps, are ostensibly entitled to be educated in Thai
schools regardless of their nationality.

The cost of schooling and transportation can often prevent migrant children from attending, and poses
particular problems for the estimated 500,000 children born to Burmese parents in Thailand.

Speaking on the World Day Against Child Labour earlier this month, Thailand’s deputy education minister,
Chaiwut Bannawat, spoke of the government’s plan to improve its ‘education for all’ policy to better
include migrant and stateless children.

Problems with the feasibility for migrant children attending school are compounded by the transient
lifestyle of their parents, who often move from place to place in search of work.

“Some migrant communities are very mobile; construction site workers don't stay in one place, they work
on a construction site for three months and then move to another area, so it is difficult for the families to
put the children to school, " said Jackie Pollock, director of the Migrant Assistance Programme (MAP)
Foundation.

“Many migrant parents are afraid to put children on a school bus or something, because they have heard
about trafficking and they are scared they won't see their children again.”

In areas of northern Thailand, such as Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai and Mae Sot, active NGO'’s and
departments of education mean migrant children have a good chance of accessing education.

In Bangkok, however, where only an estimated 200 registered migrant children are studying, the problem
becomes more worrying.

“There are areas where thousands and thousands of children are falling through this system,” said
Pollock.
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It remains unclear what exactly the government is planning to do, but, said Pollock, officials may look into
giving some legal status to the migrant learning centers while improving the current system for migrant
children in Thai schools.

Reporting by Rosalie Smith

Opium poppy cultivation in Burma rises
DVB — 25 June 2009

Burma remains the world’s second largest source of opium, according to a UN report released yesterday
that found a slight rise in opium poppy cultivation across Burma but decreasing levels worldwide.

While global markets for most illicit are either steady or in decline, the World Drug Report 2009 reported
an increase in production and use of synthetic drugs in the developing world.

Burma remains the world’s second biggest producer of opium behind Afghanistan. While levels of poppy
cultivation for opium are a fraction of those of a decade ago, the market is still healthy.

Globally, there are thought to be around 189,000 hectares for cultivation, with 28,500 of those in Burma.
Media reports of opium production in Afghanistan often link the trade to the presence of Taliban units,
despite there being an increase in production since the US-led invasion to topple the Taliban in 2001.

In Burma, opium production, last year measured at around 4000 metric tons, is often tied to increasing
militarization throughout the country, most notably in the country’s eastern Shan state.

In the past decade the government has lumped the army with a self-reliance policy, in which troops must
be responsible for their own equipment and food, despite receiving meager wages.

Lower-ranking soldiers are often required to contribute up to 10,000 kyat ($US10) to their unit, despite
being on a salary of around 30,000 kyat ($US30) a month.

“This has forced the army units to get involved in all sorts of illegal trade business, including drugs,” said
an expert on Burma’s opium trade, Khuensai Jaiyen.

Burma’s aggressive expansion of its military, coupled with the self-reliance policy, compounds a problem
for once self-sufficient villagers in Shan state who now are forced to provide food for troops.

The increase from 25 battalions in Shan state a decade ago to over 160 has “caused great burden on the
population... [making] it difficult to survive and difficult to feed the family,” said Khuensai Jaiyen.

“If we don’t grow opium, how can we get enough food? If | don’t want to grow opium, | have to come into
Thailand and send money back to my family to feed itself for a whole year but also the army.”

Although cultivation of poppies may have increased in recent years, output of opium has decreased.
Khuensai Jaiyen warns, however, to exercise caution about praising the ruling State Peace and
Development Council’s (SPDC) alleged eradication programmes.

“Some people might congratulate the SPDC; you had better congratulate the weather instead of the
SPDC. Last year the downpour had destroyed, in some places, 60 percent of the fields,” he said.

Reporting by Francis Wade

Six villages relocated for Arakan hydropower plant
DVB — 25 June 2009

Six villages located near the proposed site of a hydropower plant in Burma’s western Arakan state have
been displaced by Burmese military, with added concerns that civilians nearby will be forced to help build
the plant.

The villages, near to Buthidaung township, are home to the Khami ethnic group, whose numbers are
reportedly “very low already”, according to the All Arakan Student and Youth Congress (AASYC), who
have been monitoring the plant’s impact on the local area.
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This is one of several times that the project has been attempted at the area close to the Sai Dan waterfall,
and given the influx of army troops and construction materials, villagers reportedly are confident that this
one will go ahead.

Original plans for the plant date back to 1959, but any initial attempts at construction were thwarted by the
murder of a Japanese construction worker by the then ruling Burmese Communist Party.

According to Kim Weistrich, from the AASYC'’s Anti-River Development Campaign, further forced
relocation of Khami away from their land will means that “it is quite likely that a lot of the cultural heritage
will be lost”.

Concerns about locals being forced to help build the plant stem from the construction last year of the
nearby Zee Chaung dam on the Kaladan river, which reportedly involved the use of 150 unpaid labourers
per day, including children.

“We strongly expect that to happen with the Sai Dan plant as well” Kim Wiestrich said.

Cases of forced labour and other such human rights abuses are commonly documented during
construction projects in Burma.

International watchdogs monitoring the development of a gas pipeline to China, which will begin its
course in Arakan state, say that intense militarization along the pipeline contribute to cases of forced
labour and land confiscation.

"Overall, I think there's a consistent pattern that local people are not regarded as stakeholders in these
projects, they are regarded as obstacles,” said Matthew Smith of advocacy group EarthRights
International (ERI).

“For other projects, there seems to be a consistent pattern; the military moves in and there is forced
labour, forced relocation, land confiscation, no compensation, and local villages lose their land.”

It is rumoured that the Burmese military has also banned the use of bamboo in forests surrounding the
Sai Dan waterfall which local villagers are dependent on.

“It's particularly dangerous at this time of year because it's the rainy season” said AASCY, relating to the
use of bamboo by locals to support their homes during heavy rains.

The military has apparently claimed that the power produced will be used in Arakan state, although there
are doubts to whether this is true.

"There are definitely reasons to be concerned, especially when we're talking about revenues which are
generated from the people's natural resources,” said Smith.

Kim Wiestrich said it was “quite likely” that the majority of the income will be used for military means.
Reporting by Daniella Nayu

Mon State dam floods nearby paddy fields.
IMNA - 25 June 2009

Mon Son

After heavy rains, rice paddies flooded by a dam runoff have yet to be replanted. Many paddy farmers are
suffering as the season progresses and they are unable to replant their fields.

About 200 acres of rice paddy fields are flooded with water from the Winphanon dam project in Mudon
township, Mon state. The flooding has come after particularly heavy rains in the area.

“About 200 acres of paddy field can’t be replanted with seedlings since the heavy rain. We are out of time
now to transplant the paddies. We are trying to make the water drain away so we can weed out the grip
grass in our paddy field, so we can grow more seedling plants,” said a farmer from Doe mar village,
Mudon Township.
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Since the recent heavy rain, paddy fields near the Winpano dam in Mudon township, have been
destroyed in Kalort-tort, Taungpa, Doe-mar, and Kwan-ka-bue villages. Fields were flooded by spill water
from the dam, which is located up river from the villages and their fields.

Early on in the month heavy rain hit Mudon township destroying famers rice seedling plants which had
already begun to grow.

“We only can grow our plants in 1 acre out of 8. Paddy fields from other townships have been
transplanted for growing. Now we have to restart planting. We lose money and time. If we transplant our
seedlings late in the season it will be difficult when we cultivate the rice."

After the government built Winphannon dam in 2001, the main river that flowed out to sea was blocked.
The government authorities dug a trench to act as an alternative runoff for overflow water. But because
the trench is unfinished the overflow water has not been able to runoff in the rainy season and instead
flows into paddy fields and lower land village.

According to several Taungpa villagers, the Burmese authorities grow their own summer paddies in the
villagers’ paddy fields around the Winphanon dam. The Burmese authorities use water from the dam in
summer. But, according to local villagers, the workers for the authorities are inexperienced, and cultivate
the crop in such a way that a lot of grass ends up growing in the paddy fields. So when the rainy season
arrives, farmers find their fields destroyed and have to take time pulling out the grass.

“When it rains heavily the water floods our villages and we can’t go anywhere,” a villager who lives near
the dam said. “Before the Winphannon Dam project was done, we didn’t face this kind of situation.”

KIO wants KIA to be "State Security Force"
Kachin News Group - 25 June 2009

The Kachin Independence Organization (KIO), one of strongest ethnic ceasefire groups in military-ruled
Burma would rather transform its armed-wing to a "State Security Force" rather than a "Border Guard
Force" it has told the junta, said KIO sources.

The KIO has officially informed the junta of its willingness to transform the Kachin Independence Army
(KIA) to a “State Security Force” (SSF) instead of the junta’s proposal that it be changed to a battalion of
a "Border Guard Force" when the two sides met at Mali Hka Center in the junta's Northern Command
headquarters in Kachin State's capital Myitkyina on June 21 (Sunday), said KIO leaders.

The KIO delegates were led by Vice-president No. 1 Lt-Gen Gauri Zau Seng at the meeting while the
junta was led by Brig-Gen Soe Win, the Commander of the Northern Command (Ma Pa Kha), added KIO
sources.

The KIA, the armed-wing of KIO, is currently based in Kachin State and in Northeast Shan State. There
are four brigades and five army divisions in Kachin State and one brigade in Northeast Shan State with
over 20,000 men and women in both KIO and KIA, insiders said.

The junta has responded to the SSF proposal of the KIO by despatching more Burmese Army troops
secretly to Kachin State and the border between Kachin State and Shan State on the orders of Lt-Gen Ye
Myint, Chief of Military Affairs Security (Sa Ya Pha) of the junta, according to local sources, who are
reliable.

Fresh batches of Burmese troops are being sent to Kachin State as standby for a possible civil war with
the KIA, said sources close to Burmese troops.

The KIA, however, will not start a war with the ruling junta but it has ordered its soldiers to standby in the
event of a war which will basically be defensive in nature, according to sources in the KIO/A headquarters
Laiza on the Sino-Burma border in Kachin State.

Local political and military analysts believe that the palpable tension between the KIO and the junta may
lead to a resumption of civil war but that may happen after the next year's general elections proposed by
the junta.
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The KIO/A signed a ceasefire agreement with the junta on February 24, 1994 and it supported the junta-
conducted National Convention (NC) for drafting the country's new constitution and referendum on the
new constitution against the wishes of the Kachin people.

85 Percent of Chins in Debt
Irrawaddy — 25 June 2009

By Lawi Weng

Eighty-five percent of people in Chin State are in debt to local moneylenders after taking loans to buy
food, according to an officer with the World Food Program (WFP) in Rangoon.

Speaking to The Irrawaddy on Thursday, WFP officer Siddharth Krishnaswamy said, “The Chins are
constantly facing food insecurity. They are unable to pay for food, health and education as they have to
pay off their debts.”

Based on data collected by the WFP in May from seven townships in Chin State, villagers in the areas of
Htantlang, Tiddim and Tonzang are the worst affected, a WFP report said.

The report said that a decline in agriculture had led to a lack of food and employment in Chin State.

Joseph Win Hlaing Oo, a director of the Country Agency for Rural Development (CAD), a
nongovernmental organization based in Rangoon, said that people in Chin State generally worked for six
months, but then only had enough money for three months’ food.

He said the crisis had been caused by an infestation of rats followed by a drought in the area.

The CAD has initiated a “Food for Work” project in three townships: Haka, Lantalang and Matupi. The
project encourages the communities to build roads and restore agriculture.

He said that the project could only help 30,000 people and there were an estimated 200,000 people in the
three townships.

The Burmese military government put a ban on aid to the Chin, instead insisting that development work
had to be undertaken in return for food.

“The people are not very happy because they only get food as a reward for their work,” said Joseph Win
Hlaing Oo. “But they also need money for health and education.”

Van Lian Thang, a representative of the Chin Union Council, said that in Matupi Township there are many
people who struggle through the day without enough food.

He said he expected more people to be affected with food insecurity during the rainy season because of
the difficulties connected with traveling to the Indian border to buy supplies.

The group has accused the Burmese authorities of banning ethnic Chin people from receiving food
supplies donated by Burmese in foreign countries.

A report by the WFP said 75 percent of the crops in the area had been destroyed by rats and 30 percent
of the villagers surveyed had been forced to abandon their fields.

The rat infestation began in December 2007 in Chin State, causing hundreds of Chin families to flee to
the Indian border where they sought to enter the country illegally to find work.

According to a Mizoram-based Chin relief group, the Chin Famine Emergency Relief Committee, about
100,000 of the 500,000 people in Chin State have experienced food shortages. It said that many people
were surviving on boiled rice, fruit and vegetables.

At an average altitude of 4,000 feet (1,250 meters), Chin State is mountainous and isolated. The main
livelihood of people is agriculture—mainly rice paddy—which is performed on a shifting cultivation or
“slash and burn farming” basis.

Experts have said that a famine occurs about every 50 years in Chin State when the flowering of a native
species of bamboo gives rise to an explosion in the rat population, which feed on the plant.
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Burmese Army tortures Karenni locals after clash wi th Wa
Kantarawaddy Times - 25 June 2009

Report by Par Reh

Five villagers, including a secretary of a village, were arrested and tortured by the Burmese Army. The
arrests and the torture followed a clash between 'Wa' and Burmese Army troops. The five villagers are
from Lyar Du Chay village in Shardaw Township, Karenni state, said a local who escaped from Burmese
Army clutches.

A number of Burmese Army soldiers were killed and their weapons seized in a clash in Shan state last
month. After the battle near the border of Shan and Karenni state, the Burmese Army arrested the
villagers.

Ngar Reh (35), secretary of the village, Sawh Reh (30), Pel Reh (20), Tar Reh (22), Kyel Reh (45) and
Boo Reh (25) were the ones arrested. Among them, Boo Reh escaped. According to Boo Reh, they were
interrogated about the weapons and beaten up. They were tied up and kept in the jungle for two nights.

A Karenni Army officer at the frontline said that the "seized weapons were hidden in the village. The
weapons were given to the villagers. A villager surrendered to the Burmese Army and came back to the
village to pick up the weapons. When he told the Burmese Army about the weapons, the villagers were
arrested."

An army company led by battalion commander Ye Htun of LIB 421 (Light Infantry Battalion 421) came
back to the village and searched each house. The soldiers carried away things from the houses, said Boo
Reh.

The troops discovered two guns, which were hidden by the PNLO (Pa-O National Liberation
Organization), near the village. The detained villagers were brought to Mauk Mae Township in Shan
state, he added.

The village has about 20 houses with 70 people. Villagers are afraid to live in their village and flee to
other villages because of the army threatening and torturing them, said the Karenni Army officer.

The Burmese Army LIB 421 is based in Phel Khon town in Shan State. The battalion is under military
operation command 7 (MOC 7).

Mon splinter group leader courts abbots for 2010 el ection support
IMNA - 25 June 2009,

Kon Hadae,

The leader of a Mon splinter group, who is a monk, is attempting to organize abbots from Mon state to
join his party in a bid for the 2010 election.

The leader of the Mon Peace and Defense Front (MPDF), Nai Aung Naing, who was a one time officer of
the New Mon State Party (NMSP), but now a monk, is organizing Senior Monks in Mon state to join the
MPDF to support him in the coming 2010 election.

If he participates in the coming 2010 election, the Mon nation and all Mon political parties will be able to
remain peaceful. That is the reason he has given for his group choosing to participate in coming election,
according to source close to an abbot from Mudon township, that had spoke with the MPDF leader. Nai
Aung Naing suggested that the abbot should do like him, because he himself is a monk now, and be part
of the 2010 election.

Nai Aung Naing is a former major general in the NMSP, and was second in command of the parties
armed wing, the Mon National Liberation Army (MNLA), which he split from in 2008 to form a new group
called the Mon Peace and Defense Front. In 2009 after Nai Aung Naing formed the new group, he joined
the monkhood, and has remained there, living at the Thanphyuzayet Monastery in Mon state.
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“As for me, for sure | will participate in election. If I win the election all Mon people and Mon political
parties can remain peaceful,” Nai Aung Naing said to an abbot, according to a monk at the monastery.

The abbot did not accept what Nai Aung Naing said, but the abbot did not say directly that he would not
accept Nai Aung Naing’s proposal. “I am concerned that the Mon people and other Mon political parties
will have to leave from this country if you win the election and you become a representative of Mon state,”
a monk related to IMNA what he had heard an abbot say.

Nai Aung Naing is traveling monastery by monastery attempting to organize the abbots from these
monasteries to join his party to participate in coming 2010 election.

According to an eyewitness from Mudon Township, not only is Nai Aung Niang trying to organization
monastery abbots, but also his men in the MPDF are traveling to monasteries in Mon State to try and
organize abbots to join their party. According to an NMSP officer, the Nai Aung Naing group, MPDF, only
has ten men.

“I do not think your group is working for our Mon nation. If you really worked for our nation you will not do
like that [participate in election],” a resident from Thanpyuzayet told IMNA he had heard from abbot from
Thanphyuzatet said to Nai Aung Naing’s men.

According to an abbot from Mudon township, most abbots in Mon state do not like the Nai Aung Nain
group and did not accept when Nai Aung Nai told them to join his party in the coming 2010 election.

The abbot also added that there are fewer Mon people than Burmese people in Nai Aung Naing’s MPDF.
He believes these people are not going to work for the Mon nation, and that they will instead just think
about themselves.

No concrete information has yet been announced about when or how the election will occur, other then
the 2010 date. Few potential participants have announced whether they will be joining the election. Most
appear to be waiting till additional information is provided.

Opinion & Analysis

UN should help govt push Burmese reconciliation - B v: Achara Ashayagachat
Bangkok Post — 26 June 2009

More than 3,000 Karen, mostly women and children, have fled from Burma into Thailand to escape heavy
fighting since June 2.

The influx is creating problems for Thailand which, as Burma's neighbour and chairman of the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations, is justified in wanting a say on how well the junta's national reconciliation
plan is going.

In the past 24 years, more than 150,000 displaced persons, mostly members of ethnic groups, have fled
from Burma into Thailand, which provides shelter for the Burmese at nine camps along the 2,400km
border.

The army has also extended shelter to the most recent 3,000 Karen arrivals, and non-governmental
organisations are providing basic humanitarian assistance.

However, the government has yet to say unequivocally how it will deal with the security problem at the
border.

Security agencies are reluctant to allow international organisations a bigger say in dealing with displaced
people, although they would be happy if third countries could offer the Burmese migrants a home.

But that is not a sustainable solution as long as the cause of the problem goes unaddressed.

Burma bridles when outsiders "interfere" in matters which it regards as domestic concerns. At times like
these, Thailand also looks to the United Nations for a lead in addressing Burma's internal worries.
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The UN secretary-general's special envoy on Burma, Ibrahim Gambari, is scheduled to arrive in Burma
again today for a one-day visit. While there, he should raise the problem of refugees sheltering on Thai
soil.

As Asean chairman, Thailand has called on the UN to intervene in Burma's national reconciliation efforts.
As Burma makes slow progress, patience is wearing thin. Blame for inaction should not be pinned on
Asean alone. The UN should also take some responsibility.

Mr Gambari, on his eighth visit to Burma, will hopefully obtain at least one concession. That is to secure a
guarantee from the junta that it will receive UN secretary-general Ban Ki-moon early next month.

Mr Ban is visiting Japan from June 30 to July 2 and a trip to Burma could be added to the itinerary, said
UN undersecretary-general on public information Kiyo Akasaka.

Mr Ban, he said, might not be seen as powerful or convincing in the eyes of the media in dealing with the
Burmese government.

"However, he does carry weight, and strength," Mr Akasaka said. It is quiet diplomacy that counted and
Mr Ban has negotiated with the Burmese leader - but not in an unpleasant way as many people seem to
expect. "Burma is aware of Ban Ki-moon's stance.

He wants to return to the country to discuss matters beyond what was set down - talks on relief efforts for
last year's Cyclone Nargis," he said.

Why Burma May Be North Korea's Best Friend - By Ish _aan Tharoor
Time — 26 June 2009

North Korea is great at scaring its neighbors. The isolated dictatorship carries a real nuclear threat, and
tested its latest device this May in an underground bunker. Tensions in East Asia heightened this week
after Pyongyang threatened "a fire shower of nuclear retaliation" if the U.S. or its allies in the region
attempted any provocative action when trying to curb North Korea's missile program. Even those with
historically warmer ties to the pariah state, such as Russia and China, have bristled at Pyongyang's latest
moves. Still, North Korea may not be without friends.

Reports this week reminded the world of a fitting — if slightly bewildering — relationship: a decrepit and
slow North Korean cargo ship, reportedly laden with arms, is on its way to Burma, a country ruled by a
similarly obstinate and oppressive military junta. A watchful U.S. missile destroyer is following, close on its
heels. (Read "Time to Face Facts on Our North Korea Ignorance.")

From most accounts, the Kang Nam 1 is a rusty old freighter, inching along at a paltry 10 knots an hour.
By Thursday, it was believed to be chugging through Chinese or Taiwanese waters, having left the North
Korean port of Nampo a week ago, and headed, according to the South Korean press, to the Burmese
port of Thilawa. Its cargo is unknown; Burma's state newspaper claims authorities expect the arrival of a
"rice-bearing” North Korean vessel, though most news reports suspect the Kang Nam 1 bears a load of
small arms and other conventional weapons. North Korea, whose people have lived on the verge of
famine for decades, is not a known food exporter.

What it does export is invariably shrouded in mystery. Pyongyang exists frozen outside the global
economy and raises funds through a host of backdoor activities, including the manufacture of counterfeit
money and dissemination of its military secrets and technological capabilities to a whole network of
dubious customers. As a consequence of Pyongyang's recent bellicose behavior, a new U.N. resolution
passed this June forbids the country from exporting arms and authorizes member states to search North
Korean vessels suspected to be carrying them, though they must first seek Pyongyang's legal consent —
effectively, a non-starter. Nevertheless, the U.S.S. John McCain, an Aegis class destroyer, has been
tailing the freighter and will be replaced now by the U.S.S. McCampbell as the Kang Nam 1 nears the
Straits of Malacca and Singapore, perhaps the world's biggest maritime pit stop. The city-state's
government says it will act "appropriately” should the vessel call at its port with illegal materials on board.
According to South Korean press, the Kang Nam 1 will need to refuel soon. (See pictures of North
Korea's rubber-stamp elections.)
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North Korean links with Burma range far beyond small firearms — indeed, ties between the two outcast
nations are literally deep. North Korean engineers reportedly aided the Burma's junta in building a vast
series of 600 to 800 tunnel complexes and underground facilities, particularly beneath the junta's
secretive new capital of Naypyidaw. Photographs leaked earlier this month to YaleGlobal, an international
affairs website, show North Korean technicians milling around guest houses in the capital. Others
published by the Oslo-based Democratic Voice of Burma, an anti-government television channel, detail
the extent of some of these complexes, which have independent power supplies, built-in ventilation
systems, and are reportedly large enough to allow large vehicles to drive through them. The projects have
been nicknamed "tortoise shells" by the government — the often brutally repressive regime intends to use
North Korea's subterranean savvy to man a network of underground command centers, linked with fiber-
optic cable, that can rule Burma in times of emergency and quash any civilian uprising.

The Burmese and North Koreans were not always this close. In 1983, North Korean agents bombed a
South Korean delegation visiting a monument in Rangoon. More than 20 people died and Burma severed
relations with Pyongyang. But the two nations held secret talks during the 1990s and restored formal ties
in 2007. Soon thereafter, North Korean vessels started docking at Burmese ports, reportedly unloading
heavy equipment and weapons parts. It is suspected that resource-rich Burma sends minerals, rubber
and foodstuffs to North Korea in return for such assistance.

A tense standoff between U.S. ships and the Kang Nam 1 would hardly upset Pyongyang; the Burmese
junta has proven to be wholly insensitive to criticism and protest from the outside world. Watchers of both
isolated states see a joint circling of wagons in the face of a hostile international community. With many
policy makers already tearing at their hair over North Korea's nuclear intransigence, it's a state of affairs
that can only deepen global concern.

CONTRIBUTOR: Burma Seeks to Join ‘Axis of Evil' - By Htet Aung
Irrawaddy — 25 June 2009

A 2008 document leaked from Burma’s Foreign Ministry indicates that the junta has attempted to create
an offensive in its diplomatic battle with the United States and its allies by forming an alliance with the
Islamic Republic of Iran.

The leaked document was obtained recently by The Irrawaddy. It is written in Burmese and is categorized
as “secret.” It was submitted to the cabinet on August 12, 2008, and outlines the details of Foreign
Minister Nyan Win's talks during the 15th Ministerial Conference of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM)
held in Tehran, the capital of Iran, on July 27-30, 2008.

According to the document, Nyan Win visited the Iranian Foreign Ministry to meet Foreign Minister
Manouchehr Mottaki on the sidelines of the conference, where he requested that Iran support Burma in
its fight against the Western powers.

“In the Asean Regional Forum held last week, the US and its allies criticized us,” Nyan Win reportedly told
Mottaki. “The US, Britain, France and their Western allies always try to sabotage our country.

“The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) discussed the Burma issue on July 24 [2008], but we are
lucky because our friend Vietnam is chairperson of the council [for that month] and we requested
Vietnam'’s foreign minister to stand on our side,” explained Nyan Win. “Vietnam did as requested and now
I would like to request you to stand on our side as Asean always does.”

The Burmese Foreign Ministry delegation was accompanied by Ambassador Kyi Thein and his First
Secretary Aung Kyaw Moe who are heads of the Burmese Embassy to India as well as its mission to Iran.

In exchange for Iran’s diplomatic support for Burma, Nyan Win reportedly offered Iran its official support in
Iran’s ongoing dispute with the UNSC regarding the Islamic republic’s nuclear program.

“We therefore support the view that every state has the right to use nuclear energy for peaceful purposes
in accordance with the NPT (Non-Proliferation Treaty) and under the strict supervision of the IAEA’s
(International Atomic Energy Agency'’s) safeguards,” said Nyan Win in his policy statement to the
conference on July 29, 2008.
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On the same day, Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad called for developing nations to unite in the
fight against the bias of the UNSC, which “only serves the big powers’ interests,” reported Burmese state-
run The New Light of Myanmar on July 30.

The NAM document was leaked at a time when the Burmese junta’s nuclear ambitions have reemerged
in the news headlines in association with its rapidly growing military relationship with North Korea.

A recent report by Swedish journalist Bertil Lintner on Yale Global online detailed the junta’s massive
military project in secretly building a network of underground tunnels with the help of North Korean
technicians. However, the report did not identify whether these tunnel projects were related to the
Burmese generals’ nuclear ambitions.

The Irrawaddy also uncovered an extensive report on Gen Thura Shwe Man, the junta’s third most
powerful man and chief of staff of the army, navy and air force, who signed an agreement with his North
Korean counterpart to formalize military cooperation between Burma and North Korea.

Burma’s move toward a relationship with North Korea and Iran would appear to underline a statement by
former US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice in 2005 when she classified Burma, Iran and North
Korea as being among countries that are “outposts of tyranny.”

“To be sure, in our world, there remain outposts of tyranny, and America stands with oppressed people
on every continent, in Cuba, and Burma, and North Korea, and Iran, and Belarus, and Zimbabwe,” said
Rice in the US Senate session which questioned her foreign policy just before her official appointment as
Secretary of the State in January 2005.

According to the leaked document, another step by Nyan Win on the sidelines of the 2008 NAM
conference was his search for support from Turkish Foreign Minister Ali Babacan at a time when Turkey
was preparing to compete with Ireland and Austria for the two non-permanent seats at the UNSC for the
2009-10 term.

Ali Babacan reportedly requested Nyan Win to vote for Turkey at the meeting. The Burmese foreign
minister reportedly responded by requesting that the Turkish minister stand on Burma's side if the UNSC
raised the Burma issue in exchange for Burma’s vote for Turkey’s seat at the UNSC.

The two ministers apparently reached an agreement after Nyan Win promised the Turkish minister that he
would instruct Burmese representatives at the UN in New York to vote for Turkey, according to the
document. Turkey is now one of the UNSC’s non-permanent members.

Step by step, the Burmese regime appears to be bracing itself against external threats. The network of
underground tunnels at Naypyidaw is proof of this. However, in its attempts to lure Iran and North Korea
into a pact, Burma is creating instability in the region and setting off alarm bells all over the world.

The author is an independent researcher in International Development Studies at Chulalongkorn
University in Bangkok.

Inside Burma: ‘They can't tell what's true anymore’
The Guardian Weekly — 26 June 2009

Fred Taino is a Burmese-speaking human rights defender who regularly visits Burma. Following a recent
trip to Burma's biggest city, Yangon, he describes the aftermath of Cyclone Nargis, how locals are fighting
repression, human rights abuses and how tourists have deserted the country

Yangon looks different after Nargis. About 70% of the big trees collapsed so the view of the city has
changed; much more is revealed. The tragedy is remarkable for the fact that many either lost their entire
families in the cyclone, or they lost no one. | haven’t come across anyone who just lost an uncle or
grandfather because in the places that were hit nearly everyone was swept out to sea and drowned. |
asked about one monastery | have stayed in and was told that two of the monks had lost relatives, and for
both it was their entire extended families. One man's entire village was wiped off the map.

The psychological damage of this is enormous but there doesn’t seem to be any attempt to come to terms
with it at all on a national scale. The cyclone caused many business- or middle-class families from the
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damaged areas to move into the cities. This year those who can afford it have moved to Yangon for the
rainy season.

These days more mobile phones are being used and they’re just starting to introduce pre-paid cards,
which will mean that access to people is a bit less restricted. But despite some differences — more
overseas employment shops and more internet cafés — the living conditions remain stagnant. In the rainy
season there’s pretty much no electricity from local grids (there’s no national grid) and almost every
business has a generator running. Many households do without. There are huge problems with the water
supply too; you only get water when the power comes on and in the dry season the pipes often dry out.

It doesn't ook like imprisoning Aung San Suu Kyi is going to generate protests inside the country; she
was barely discussed, not like the way she used to be. There is great respect and concern for the monks
in jail from last year’s protests, but again, it rarely comes up. From the conversations | had and those |
listened in on, people are much more concerned with the basics, like the cost of food and the fact that
more products are turning up with toxins in them. People were contracting serious illnesses this spring
from mouldy, dried chilli.

In terms of the political situation the Burmese have an expression — hpyit thaloe nay — it basically means:
“You just have to live with it.” People ask why should they spend their time and energy thinking about
something when they can't tell what's true anymore? After fifty years this is how they survive
psychologically.

Aung San Suu Kyi embodied expectations for change, but by systematically destroying her party and
locking her away, the regime has managed to bring them down. It may still be there, deep inside people,
but now it’s like a sadness more than anything else.

In internet cafés the computers have proxy programs to beat the censors and almost all staff members
have numbers committed to memory. | went to one café and found that Yahoo was blocked but the
attendant was able to help me access it pretty quickly by trying a few different proxy addresses. Those
people know an incredible amount about the technology out there out of necessity. But they probably
wouldn’t help me access a controversial site, such as Human Rights Watch, and | thought it dangerous to
try. Most users wouldn’t think to anyway; they are like net café customers everywhere: 15 to 20 year olds
playing computer games and downloading rock music from South Korea. The consequences of anything
else have been made all too clear to them.

Still, the technological capabilities of the police force are limited, often in a ridiculous way. Police reports
tend to be vague about exactly what they find in a supposed dissident’s possession. If a hard drive is
recovered, the contents are not usually mentioned; this is because they don’t know what they’re dealing
with, and because they don’t need to detail anything for a charge to be made.

It's still a surveillance culture in the sense of insulation. People watch what one another are doing.

The economy has just stalled. The current figure on tourism is a quarter of a million people, and most of
those are from neighbouring countries. Only 90,000 came from further afield on tourist visas this financial
year. For a country of this size and compared to the expectations they had in the nineties, it's very low —
they were talking about half a million then, and this year projecting millions. There were five-star hotels
built and never completed in Yangon. Some are concrete shells and some have been converted into
private hospitals, which is pretty much the only boom area, and it's thanks to Chinese and South Korean
expat business travellers.

But there’s no other new development. All state funds were poured into this new national capital of
ostentatious buildings and highways with no cars on them. The one from the Yangon airport to
Naypyidaw is about to be officially opened. One driver | talked to said he’d never seen a road like it in his
life.

The private news journals can’t say anything about the economic downturn directly, though you can
sometimes read between the lines. Instead they give regular announcements of new committees being
formed to solve every problem under the sun.

On the plane out | sat next to a consultant dealing with the mortality rates of pregnant women, who told
me that not only is Burma the worst place for this in South East Asia, but it doesn’t even come close to



somewhere like Cambodia. The statistics are similar she says — about three to four hundred deaths per
100,000 births in both countries — yet though she thinks this is true in Cambodia the anecdotal evidence
in Burma says otherwise. In interviews in Cambodian villages she’ll hear of maybe one woman who died
in childbirth in a year, in one village in Burma there were 14.

Tourists are free to travel to most places except those frontier areas under ceasefire arrangements such
as parts of the Shan State, or economically sensitive areas like the ruby mines. Wherever you go outside
of the main tourist areas though, be expected to be questioned by officials — usually three or four
representing different government agencies. They don’'t seem to trust each other.

Fred Taino was interviewed by journalist Jo Baker
News — Aung San Suu Kyi

Authorities hold rare press briefing
Mizzima - 25 June 2009

New Delhi - Burmese authorities are today holding a rare press briefing for journalists and diplomats
concerning the case of John William Yettaw, an American currently standing trial for sneaking into pro-
democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi’'s home in early May.

The press conference is being held at the Drug Elimination Museum in Rangoon’s Kamayut Township. In
attendance are reporters for both local and international media outlets along with several foreign
diplomats.

Mizzima will report on the details of the briefing, currently in process, as information becomes available.

High Court hears Aung San Suu Kyi's lawyers' argume nts
Mizzima - 24 June 2009

New Delhi - Burma’s High Court on Wednesday heard defense arguments for allowing two more
witnesses in the controversial trial against pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi, but did not make any
ruling on the matter.

Nyan Win, a member of Aung San Suu Kyi's legal team, said the defense team argued it is in accordance
with the law to allow the remaining two witnesses — Tin Oo, Vice-Chairman of the National League for
Democracy (NLD), and Win Tin, a veteran journalist and Central Executive Committee member of the
NLD.

“The High Court doesn’t make immediate decisions and will take some time before announcing their
decision. And we don’t know when that announcement will be,” Nyan Win said.

However, Nyan Win added that the High Court judges told them it might be impossible to accept Tin Oo
as a witness as he is currently under house arrest.

The judges further explained, according to Nyan Win, that as Win Tin has given several interviews to the
exile-based Democratic Voice of Burma, BBC and Radio Free Asia, in which he demonstrated a distinct
difference of opinion to that of the authorities, he may not qualify either.

But Kyi Win, Aung San Suu Kyi's primary lawyer, said the law prescribes that in finding the truth even
criminals serving a death sentence can be brought as witnesses.

“My instinct told me that this will be the kind of excuse they would use to reject Tin Oo. But the law
permits the accused to call anybody as a witness, as long as the witness has relevance,” Kyi Win said.

He added that during his experience as a lawyer he has seen judges order a commission be sent to
prisons to hear the testimony of prisoners claimed as witnesses for the accused.

With regard to the judges' complaint concerning Win Tin, Kyi Win elaborated that everybody has the right
to have their own opinion and having a different opinion to the government is not a crime.
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“What we are fighting is for equal representation in front of the court and since the lower court [at Insein
prison] has not mentioned any reasons for rejecting the defense witnesses, it is against the law [to
exclude the candidates],” he added.

The Insein prison court where Aung San Suu Kyi is facing trial originally scheduled the hearing of the
second defense witness— Khin Moh Moh — for Friday. But Kyi Win said there would be no hearing until the
High Court makes the decision on whether to allow more witnesses.

The Burmese Nobel Peace Laureate, who has been under some form of detention for more than 13 of the
past 19 years, is currently facing trial under charges of breaching her previous term of detention by
‘harboring’ an American man for two days at her lakeside home in early May.

Observers and opposition elements believe the trial, which could see Aung San Suu Kyi sentenced to up
to five years of further imprisonment if found guilty, is a pretext to continue detaining her in order to further
clear the way for the junta’s planned 2010 general election — the country's first since the military annulled
a 1990 ballot, which saw the NLD emerge the clear winner.

Police patrol Rangoon, security tightened near Inse in prison
Mizzima - 24 June 2009

by Myint Maung

New Delhi — There is heightened security in Rangoon with at least 30 army trucks with uniformed riot
police personnel, patrolling the city on Wednesday.

The army trucks are each carrying at least 20 policemen and are patrolling various townships of
Rangoon, eyewitnesses said.

“We can see about 30 to 40 army trucks carrying uniformed policemen patrolling the city. It looks like they
are on high alert. They also have machine guns mounted on the trucks. They came to our township at
about 3 p.m. (local time),” an eyewitness from Insein Township told Mizzima.

“Earlier, when they patrolled like they are doing now, the police would carry shields but today they had a
policeman standing on the truck with a machine gun mounted on the hood,” he added.

Another local resident said he had seen about three army trucks, full of riot police, patrolling downtown
Rangoon near the City Hall, which is one of the busiest places in town.

“They had the trucks covered with shields and had batons and guns in their hands,” he said.

A source near the Insein prison told Mizzima that the riot police No. (8) have been relocated and
repositioned near the Insein prison.

Some of the townships, where eyewitnesses saw army trucks patrolling include San Chuang and Dagon
South.

The reason for the sudden tightening of security, however, remains unknown but some believe it could be
because of the United Nations special envoy Ibrahim Gambari, who reportedly is planning to visit the
country later this week.

Groups Fear Malaysia to Deport Burmese Protesters
Irrawaddy — 24 June 2009

By Julia Zappei / AP Writer

KUALA LUMPUR — Malaysian authorities might deport up to 14 Burmese nationals who were arrested at
a demonstration to mark jailed pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi's birthday, human rights activists
said Wednesday.
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Police detained 16 Burmese nationals at a rally outside a Kuala Lumpur shopping mall Friday, but two of
them were released after they were found to have valid immigration documents, said Latheefa Koya, a
lawyer whose opposition party helped organize the demonstration.

At least five face the threat of being sent back to Burma, Latheefa said. The other nine are registered by
the United Nations' refugee agency as asylum seekers who fled their military-ruled country, so they might
be allowed to remain in Malaysia, she added.

Khalid Abu Bakar, police chief of central Selangor state, said officials were investigating whether the
detainees were illegal immigrants. Some of them would be handed to immigration officials within two
weeks, he said, but it was not clear when they might be deported.

The New York-based Human Rights Watch urged Malaysia to free all the detainees, who joined the
demonstration to protest Suu Kyi's detention in Burma, which is also known as Myanmar.

"By detaining Burmese asylum seekers who were calling for democracy in their homeland, Malaysia was
broadcasting support for Burma's despotic generals,” the group's deputy Asia director, Elaine Pearson,
said in a statement late Tuesday.

The UN refugee agency has registered more than 48,000 refugees in Malaysia, most from Burma. But
community leaders estimate the number of people from Burma living in Malaysia is about twice that.

Those caught staying illegally face arrest and can be whipped as punishment before being deported. The
government said recently that those who flee persecution in Burma and are registered as refugees are
generally not deported.

Concerts, candlelight vigils and other gatherings for Suu Kyi's 64th birthday were held in cities worldwide
last week. She has spent more than 13 of the past 19 years in detention without trial, mostly under house
arrest.

Suu Kyi is being held in Rangoon's Insein Prison while being tried for violating the terms of her house
arrest when an uninvited American man swam secretly to her closely guarded lakeside home last month
and stayed two days. If convicted, she faces up to five years in prison.

News - Other

Gambari Sets Out for Burma
Irrawaddy — 25 June 2009

By Lalit K Jha / Washington

UN Special Envoy Ibrahim Gambari left New York for Burma on Wednesday for talks with the Burmese
regime and to prepare the ground for a possible visit by UN Secretary- General Ban Ki-moon early next
month.

However, UN officials made no formal statement on Gambari’s trip or the possibility of a visit by Ban,
apparently fearful the Burmese regime could still cancel the invitation it has issued to the UN chief.

Informed sources told The Irrawaddy much depends on Gambari’s talks with the junta as to whether and
when Ban visits Burma. Officials say Ban is keen to visit Burma as soon as possible and attempt to
persuade junta leader Snr-Gen Than Shwe to release Aung San Suu Kyi and take steps towards
establishing democracy.

Ban told the Associated Press on Tuesday that he was looking at the "appropriate timing" for a visit.

"I'm concerned about what (the) Myanmar [Burmese] government has done against Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi," Ban told AP. "l have strongly urged them to drop all the charges against her and release all the
political prisoners, including Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

"She is and can be a very important partner for dialogue for the authorities of the Myanmar [Burma]
government. Therefore, whenever I'm ready I'm going to visit and discuss this matter directly in person
with Snr-Gen Than Shwe and other leaders.”
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Ban added: “"I'm now evaluating all the possible situations. | have not yet made my decision, but | may
have to make (a) decision soon."

Myanmar says no information on tracked NKorean ship
AFP — 24 June 2009

YANGON — Myanmar's state media said Wednesday it was expecting the arrival of a rice-bearing North
Korean ship but had no news about a vessel being tracked by a US Navy destroyer under new UN
sanctions.

The comments came after US officials said a North Korean ship, the Kang Nam 1, was the first to be
monitored under a UN resolution designed to punish Pyongyang over a nuclear test and could be headed
to Myanmar.

Military-ruled Myanmar's government-controlled media said a separate cargo ship from North Korea
carrying thousands of tonnes of grain was due to arrive from India at the end of the week.

"It is learnt that the MV Dumangang cargo ship from DPRK (North Korea) will arrive in Myanmar about
June 27 carrying 8,000 tonnes of rice from Kolkata, India," state media said.

It said that foreign media had been "spreading reports these days that the Kang Nam cargo ship which
left Nampo port, North Korea on June 17 was heading to Myanmar."

No information was available regarding "this Kang Nam cargo ship” it added.

A US defence official said on Monday that the Kang Nam 1 was being tracked by a US Navy destroyer
under the UN sanctions adopted following this month's underground atomic test by North Korea and could
be headed to Myanmar.

The Aegis destroyer USS John S. McCain was continuing to shadow the cargo ship.

South Korea's YTN television news channel, citing an unnamed intelligence source, reported on Sunday
the Kang Nam 1 was suspected of carrying missiles or related parts and was heading for Myanmar via
Singapore.

The 2,000-tonne ship left the western North Korean port of Nampo on June 17, with Myanmar set as its
final destination, YTN said.

The US Defense Department said Thursday (Wednesday GMT) it was still being monitored but declined
to say where it was, or if or when US Navy might ask to search it.

"... That is a decision I think we will likely take collectively with our allies and partners out there and make
a determination about whether we choose to hail and query this particular ship,” press secretary Geoff
Morrell told reporters. "And if we make that decision, when and where to do so."

"But that is not a decision that's been made yet, and | don't get the sense that -- that it is imminent. So |
would urge everybody just to take a deep breath and to not hyperventilate about this particular ship.”

Myanmar and hardline communist North Korea, both of which are severely criticised internationally for
human rights abuses, restored diplomatic relations in 2007.

Myanmar severed ties with Pyongyang in 1983 following a failed assassination attempt by North Korean
agents on then-South Korean president Chun Doo-Hwan during his visit to the Southeast Asian nation.

The bombing killed 17 of Chun's entourage including cabinet ministers while four Myanmar officials also
died.

Myanmar, ruled by the military since 1962, and North Korea have been branded "outposts of tyranny" by
the United States, which imposes sanctions on both.

Burma Bans North Korea Ship News
Irrawaddy — 24 June 2009
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By Aung Thet Wine

Burma’s military-controlled censorship board has banned all journals and magazines from publishing
news about a North Korean ship which will soon dock near Rangoon and is believed to be carrying arms
for Burma.

Weekly newspapers such as Weekly Eleven, 7 days, Yangon Times and The Voice have tried to translate
and publish articles based on foreign media sources about the voyage of the cargo ship, which is being
tracked by a United States destroyer.

A Rangoon editor told The Irrawaddy, “Most journals tried to print something about the voyage of the
North Korea ship, but the Burmese Censorship Board rejected all the stories.”

In Burma, all news outlets inside the country fall under the strict surveillance of the state censorship board
under the Ministry of Information—officially known as the Press Scrutiny and Registration Division—and
are also held in check by various publication laws.

Prior censorship is imposed on all local media and is strictly applied against any news that might cast the
government in a bad light.

The North Korean ship, Kang Nam 1, is believed to be carrying arms for the military government. It
departed from the North Korean port of Nampo one week ago, and the USS John S. McCain destroyer
has tracked it as it passed along the Chinese coast.

Burmese citizens are relying on foreign-based radio stations for news of the cargo ship, sources said.

A 40-year-old Rangoon resident said, “The BBC, VOA and other international broadcasting agencies air
news about the ship. Most Burmese people are very interested in it because a US military vessel is
involved.”

According to a port official in Rangoon, the North Korean ship will dock at Thilawa port, some 20 miles
(30 kilometers) south of Rangoon, in the next few days.

The Kang Nam 1 docked at the port in 2004, at that time raising suspicions about the nature of its cargo.
Speculation centered on convention arms, missiles or some type of nuclear weaponry.

In 2007, two Burmese journalists working for the Japanese television news agency Nippon News Network
(NNN) were arrested and detained for two nights and three days for covering the arrival of the Kang Nam
1, which docked secretly at the Thilawa port, saying it was seeking refuge from a storm and in need of
supplies.

Burma acts the bully on Thailand
DVB - 24 June 2009

Larry Jagan

Relations between Thailand and Burma are set to deteriorate dramatically following Bangkok’s warning
that the trial of Aung San Suu Kyi could all but destroy Burma’s already fragile credibility.

Thailand’s current position on Burma is stronger than usual, bolstered by concerns that Burma’s
behaviour, by implication, would also impact on the credibility of the regional Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) bloc. The junta of course dismisses these concerns, citing the ASEAN mantra of
non-interference in its defense. But this time Burma’s political games are certain to be met with more
pressure from its Asian allies and neighbours, especially Thailand.

The vexed issue of Burma is high on the agenda of Thai prime minister Abhisit Vejjajiva’s current visit to
Beijing. He will certainly discuss the issue with his counterpart, Wen Jiabao, and the Chinese president,
Hu Jintao, according to Thai government officials. The junta’s antics are all the more pressing now with
detailed information emerging on the regime’s connection to Pyongyang; and now the North Korean ship
en route to Rangoon has increased the temperature.
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Apart from North Korean missiles and possible nuclear technology, there is much for Bangkok and Beijing
to discuss during this trip. A key issue will also be the preparations for the ASEAN Foreign Ministers
retreat in Phuket, and the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) where the problems in Burma will also
overshadow other important issues at time when the region is reeling from the effects of the international
financial crisis and credit crunch.

A statement prepared for the meeting by the Indonesians is likely to be endorsed by China. China
understands that at present its best strategic position is to strongly support Thailand as the ASEAN chair,
as later this year Vietnam takes over and Hanoi will be less inclined to engage the Chinese.

Under the Thai chairmanship, ASEAN has begun to take a more aggressive position on Burma, and
issued a strongly worded statement after Aung San Suu Kyi was put on trial last month. “With the eyes of
the international community on Myanmar at present, the honour and the credibility of the Government of
the Union of Myanmar are at stake,” the statement said.

But the Thais went a step further and specifically raised the issue of the pro-democracy leader’s
detention. “The Government of the Union of Myanmar is reminded that the ASEAN Leaders had called for
the immediate release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi,” said the statement. This was a reference to the
Chairman’s statement at the ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ ministerial meeting in Phnom Penh in July 2003,
after she was attacked by pro-government thugs and detained in May that year. It was later endorsed by
the ASEAN leaders at their summit on the Indonesian island of Bali in October.

The Burmese government, as expected, reacted angrily. “Thailand’s statement is not in conformity with
ASEAN practices, incorrect in facts, and interfering with the internal affairs of Myanmar,” was the official
response.

But behind the scenes, relations between the countries are in free-fall, according to diplomats based in
Bangkok and Rangoon. “There is no doubt that the offensive against the Karen [along the border with
Thailand] is in part intended to be a warning to Thailand not to interfere,” the Burmese academic based at
Chiang Mai University, Win Min told DVB.

While it may not be in direct response to the Thai statement, it is clearly aimed at sending a cautionary
message to the Thai government that any interference in Burmese affairs will bring about a strong
Burmese reaction. Gone is the conciliatory approach in discussions between the country’s two foreign
ministers in April, when the Thai foreign minister, Kasit Piromya, went to Naypyidaw and was asked to
help broker peace talks with the Karen National Union.

Now Thailand is increasingly alarmed at Burma'’s plans to acquire nuclear technology, including for
military purposes. Recent revelations of the myriad of tunnels being built by North Korean engineers and
workers in Naypyidaw and along the Thai border in Shan state, has given the Thai authorities a significant
jolt. But even more disturbing is the news that North Korea may be about to provide Burma with medium-
range missiles, sophisticated anti-aircraft and radar systems, including surface-to-surface (SCUD)
missiles with a 700 kilometer range, that can only be aimed at Thai territory. It is highly likely that the
cargo of the North Korean Kang Nam ship includes missiles, according to South Korean intelligence
sources.

Thailand of course is still searching for a means to maintain the pressure on Burma, while trying to find
ways to lessen the tension between the two countries. Thailand’s position on Aung San Suu Kyi, and the
national reconciliation process, will not weaken, even under the Burmese blackmail threats.

In a recent interview, the Thai prime minister made the government’s position clear: “Clearly our stance
has been and will always be that the political process in Myanmar will have to be inclusive to gain the
acceptability and respectability of the international community. Otherwise, obviously, Myanmar’s
credibility and ASEAN’s credibility will be affected.”

When the former Thai foreign minister, Surakiart Sathirathai, tried to support the Burmese regime’s plans
for political reform — Khin Nyunt’s roadmap to democracy -- through his creation of the Bangkok process
in 2003, he was roundly condemned by the junta’s top leaders.

“We reject Thailand’s ‘mega-phone’ diplomacy”, the deputy leader of Burmese military intelligence, Major
General Kyaw Win told me. This was a reference to the Thai foreign minister’s frequent briefing of Thai



and foreign journalists on the progress of negotiations and talks — sometimes elaborating his views which
were not always directly communicated to his counterpart beforehand.

But of course the regime has no qualms about resorting to a megaphone approach when it suits them. Its
latest tirade against the Thai government was an article by Kyaw Ye Min accusing the Thai authorities of
aiding and abetting the insurgent movements — especially the Karen — by allowing refugee camps in
Thailand.

The junta was irritated by the Thai foreign minister’s suggestion that jailing Aung San Suu Kyi was in
effect a threat to the region. “At present relations between the two countries are under [a] strain which is
unprecedented in history,” said the writer in the state-mouthpiece New Light of Myanmar newspaper. He
suggested the only way for harmonious relations to be reestablished was for Bangkok to “cooperate with
us in genuine goodwill”. In other words, stop publicly criticising and pressuring Burma — something the
Democrat-led government is unlikely to do.

Palpable tension between junta and ethnic armed gro ups
Mizzima - 24 June 2009

by Solomon

New Delhi — The Burmese Army has significantly increased its military presence in northern and eastern
Burma, where ethnic ceasefire armed groups are based, following their widespread rejection of the junta’s
proposal to transform to a border guard force.

An official of the United Wa State Army (UWSA) told Mizzima on Wednesday that they have witnessed
the Burmese Army relocating more troops along with arms including mortars in bases near their controlled
areas in eastern Shan State.

“We have seen the Burmese Army moving in more troops, in what seems like a preparation for a war,” the
official said.

He told Mizzima that the junta is likely to mount more pressure on them after they rejected the proposal to
transform their army into a ‘Border Guard’ force.

“Changing our army’s name is not a problem but if we accept their proposal, we will lose our forces, so it's
not possible for us,” he said.

In late April, the junta proposed to ceasefire armed groups to change their armies into a ‘Border Guard’,
which will be supervised by the junta. According to the junta’s plan, each battalion of the border guard
will consist of 326 soldiers out of which 30 soldiers from the Burmese Army will be included.

However, most of the ceasefire groups including the UWSA have reportedly rejected the junta’s proposal,
triggering renewed tension between the Burmese Army and the rebels.

But the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA), an ethnic Karen rebel group which split from the
mainstream Karen resistance army — the Karen National Union, have not rejected the junta’s proposal.

“We do not anticipate war, nobody wants to fight, we are still open to talks with them [junta] but we need
to defend ourselves, so now, we have alerted all our troops to be ready,” the official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, added.

UWSA controls two special regions in northern Shan State, bordering China and eastern Shan state,
bordering Thailand.

Meanwhile, sources said, the Burmese junta has also increased its military presence in northern Burma’s
Kachin State in areas controlled by the Kachin Independence Organization/Army (KIO/A).

Awng Wa, an activist working inside Kachin state said, troops have been reinforced in the Burmese Army,
based near the KIO’s main headquarter in the Sino-Burma border town of Laiza.

“More soldiers have arrived in battalion 2 at Daw Hpum Myang [which is close to Laiza],” said Awng Wa.
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He said the junta has reinforced the army battalions with more troops since they began proposing the
transformation of the KIA into a border guard force.

“It looks to me that a conflict might break out between the KIO and the Burmese Army anytime soon,” he
added.

An unconfirmed report received by Mizzima said, leaders of the KIO including Vice-President (1) of the
KIO Lt-Gen Gauri Zau Seng, during a meeting with a Burmese junta official in Myitkyina of Kachin state
last week, rejected the proposal.

But when contacted by Mizzima, Gauri Zau Seng declined to clarify the matter and referred to the KIO’s
spokesperson Colonel Gun Maw. But Col Gun Maw, however, could not be reached for comment.

Sources said, the KIO has been holding meetings within the organisation to discuss the junta’s proposal
and had formed a seven-member committee to deal with the issue and to negotiate with the junta. Lt-Gen
Gauri Zau Seng is the leader of the team.

As part of its preparation, KIO in turn has stepped up recruiting new cadres and has called back old
comrades. They are also returning into the forests, sources said.

Similarly, the Shan State Army-South (SSA-S), which has not signed a ceasefire agreement with the
junta, said the Burmese Army has also been expanding its presence in eastern and northern Shan states.

Major Long Sai of the SSA-S told Mizzima, that it is the fallout of rejecting the junta’s proposal by ethnic
ceasefire groups and the military junta is likely to launch stronger military operations.

“They [junta] are despatching more artillery battalions,” said Long Sai. “They always regarded us as their
enemy but we are only fighting for our rights and freedom,” he added.

“I want to call on all ceasefire groups to continue trying what we want and we all have the same goal,”
said Long Sai.

Since the beginning of June, the Burmese Army along with their allies - the Democratic Karen Buddhist
Army (DKBA) — launched a military offensive against the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA), the
armed wing of the KNU.

In the operation, which forced thousands of Karen villagers to flee to Thailand, the joint forces of the
Burmese Army and the DKBA overran the bases of KNLA's 7th Brigade.

But a Sino-Burma border based analyst Aung Kyaw Zaw told Mizzima that so far there is no sign to
indicate that the junta will conduct a fresh military offensive against the ceasefire armed groups. Not until
the junta completes its planned elections in 2010, he said.

Thai government urged not to repatriate Karen refug ees
Mizzima - 24 June 2009

by Usa Pichai

Chiang Mai — The government of Thailand has been urged by Asian lawmakers and activists not to
repatriate Karen refugees, who recently fled to Thailand in the wake of fighting along the border.

Kraisak Chunhavan, chairman of the Asean Inter-Parliamentary Myanmar Caucus (AIPMC) expressed
concern over the situation on the Thai-Burma border where the fighting between the Burmese Army and
an ethnic armed group is on, resulting in several thousand Karen villagers fleeing for shelter on the Thai
side.

Kraisak insisted that the Thai government should provide humanitarian aid to these villagers and AIPMC
will propose to the Thai government, as the current chairman of Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(Asean), to work with member countries to promote democracy and sustainable peace in Burma.

“We are worried because the situation is still vulnerable. Many more refugees are coming to Thailand and
we believe that the Thai government will not send these people back while the fighting continues because
it is the principle of the Asean Charter to protect the rights of the people,” Kraisak said.
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On Monday, the Karen Women’s Organization (KWO) released a statement expressing concern over the
current situation of repatriation of families who recently arrived in Thailand in Tha Song Yang of Tak
Province.

KWO said these women, if repatriated, will be vulnerable to abuses including sexual harassment and the
children are already exhausted from running. Evidence of two Karen teenaged girls raped and killed is
proof of a well founded fear of women being abused if they return. The group called on the international
community to do whatever they can to stop possible repatriation by the Thai Army.

The group said, the Thai government and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
should urgently chalk out a procedure to obtain proper consent from the villagers, over the possibility of
returning to their villages or to ask if they want to take refuge in Thailand. They should not be forced back
in keeping with respect for international law.

"The Thai authorities should at least wait and observe the situation. Forcing back these people during the
rainy season and to the place where they still have every reason to fear for their lives is inhuman and a
violation of their rights,” said Dah Eh Kler, the Secretary of KWO. "These people just fled to the border a
few weeks ago from fear and fresh memories of attacks."

Similarly, Action Network for Migrants, a network of migrant workers activists and organization also in a
statement urged the Thai government and related organizations to reconsider the policy that will not
register new refugees to live in refugee camps along the borders. The authorities should allow non
government organizations to provide education for the new comers children, which is a basic human right.

Iconic Obama artist unveils Suu Kyi image
AFP — 25 June 2009

WASHINGTON — The artist behind the iconic image of Barack Obama above the word "HOPE" is now
trying to do the same for Myanmar's democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi, who has been put on trial by
the junta.

Los Angeles artist Shepard Fairey depicted a beaming Aung San Suu Kyi with a dove above her heart on
top of red rays of light. The phrase "FREEDOM TO LEAD" appears above.

"l created this portrait of Aung San Suu Kyi to raise awareness of her ongoing house arrest and the
oppressive nature of the military regime ruling Burma," Fairey said, using Myanmar's earlier name.

Aung San Suu Kyi has spent 13 of the past 19 years in detention and is now being held in Yangon's
notorious Insein Prison during her trial for a bizarre incident in which an American man swam to her
home.

The Nobel Peace laureate faces up to five years in prison if convicted.

Prominent US human rights activist Jack Healey said he approached Fairey about making a portrait after
seeing his role firing up young people to support Obama's presidential campaign last year.

"l thought he could create an iconic image and do internationally for her what he did nationally for the
campaign,” said Healey, head of the Human Rights Action Center.

"I'm interested in getting that youthful reaction. Few people know where Burma is, they don't know her
name -- at best they say 'that lady,™ he said.

Healey said he was fulfilling a promise to help Aung San Suu Kyi when he met her in 1999.

"She is the living symbol in my mind of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. If she takes power,
immediately torture disappears, 70,000 child soldiers disappear, the drug trade gets knocked off its feet
for a while," he said.

The inspirational portrait contrasts with some photographs of Aung San Suu Kyi to trickle out in recent
years. The 64-year-old opposition leader has appeared sullen and frail in some meetings with UN envoy
Ibrahim Gambari, who is returning to Myanmar this week.
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Fairey created a poster of Obama tinted in red, white and blue, with the future president staring into the
sky above the word "HOPE."

Fairey has since been engaged in a legal battle with the Associated Press news agency as he based his
portrait on one of its photographs of Obama.

Cheering the Team, Burmese Style
Irrawaddy — 24 June 2009

By Saw Yan Naing

Stadiums in Rangoon are not just places where Burmese football fans go to cheer their favorite teams. At
a recent match at Rangoon’s Aung San Stadium several thousand fans were shouting slogans that were
not directly related to football skills.

“Don’t fly with Air Bagan!” the fans shouted when Yangon United Football Club came out onto the pitch.

Though strangers might not understand, the fans certainly did. Yangon United is owned by Tay Za, who
owns Air Bagan. The tycoon is notorious for his close connections with the ruling generals, including Snr-
Gen Than Shwe.

A Rangoon businessman said: “Every time Tay Za’s team competes, the fans mock and swear at their
players. They shout things like, ‘Tay Za’'s team is bad, his airline sucks.”

Yadanabon FC has received similar treatment, according to the businessman. The team is owned by
tycoon Sai Sam Htun, who owns a company producing Alpine drinking water.

The fans shouted, “Don’t buy Alpine drinking water. Don’t drink Alpine drinking water,” the businessman
said.

By screaming and swearing, fans can release pent-up frustration at the current political situation while
supporting their teams, according to Rangoon residents.

The Burmese people have been suffering under the iron fist of military rule for nearly fifty years. They are
constantly under surveillance by secret agents. Informers infest the city.

One Rangoon-based football fan said: “If we get upset with something political, we can come and yell at
the football stadium. We feel much better after screaming whatever we want for two hours.”

On the day Burmese opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi was put on trial at Insein Prison “special court”,
one Rangoon resident reported that some in the crowd at the stadium spontaneously shouted “Yettaw,
Yettaw.”

Yettaw is the last name of US national John William Yettaw, who allegedly swam across Inya Lake and
sneaked into Suu Kyi’s lakeside home in Rangoon in early May. He has been put on trial by the Burmese
authorities.

The football crowds have learned that the stadium is the best place for them to mock the military and
express their anger and frustration at daily life under the repressive regime.

They mock the generals, as well as officials and businessmen who are associated with them. They do
this even when Nay Shwe Thway Aung, the grandson of the junta’s paramount leader, Snr-Gen Than
Shwe, attends matches, according to residents. The supremo’s grandson comes protected by about one
hundred security guards.

Some in the crowd express political opinions and spread information. Others moan about the economic
and social problems they face, according to Rangoon residents who go to the matches.

In a recent game between Yangon United FC and Yadanabon FC held at the Thuwunna Youth Training
Center Stadium (Thuwunna YTC Stadium) in Thingangyun Township, riot police beat clashing fans from
the rival teams. Sources said that two fans were injured.
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Since the opening of the new Myanmar National League Cup, which kicked off on May 16 at the
Thuwunna YTC Stadium, fights between the fans and riot police guarding the stadium have become a
regular occurrence, said residents.

The Aung San stadium was shut down recently after fighting between riot police and the crowd broke out
during a match between Yangon United FC and Okkar United FC. Sources believed the closure of the
stadium came for security reasons, while the authorities said the stadium was in poor condition.

The soccer teams have had to move and play at the newer Thuwunna YTC Stadium.

“The stadiums are the only place where we can express our feelings and shout freely,” the fan said. How
long they will be able to do this, however, remains to be seen.

Farmers' Loans Reserved for Model Villagers
Narinjara News - 24 June 2009

Maungdaw: The Burmese military junta has allocated 600 lakh kyat for farmers in Maungdaw District for
agricultural loans, but the district authorities are preparing to lend the money to model villagers in 27
model villages instead, said a senior clerk from the district office on the condition of anonymity.

He said, "The military authority allocated 600 lakh kyat to our district but the farmers in our township are
unable to get the loans because the local authority is arranging to lend the money to model villagers."

The military junta has allocated 2,000 lakh kyat for agricultural loans for all of Arakan State this
agricultural season. Of that amount, 600 lakh has been allocated to Maungdaw District.

There are four districts in Arakan State - Sittwe, Kyaukpru, Thandwe, and Maungdaw - and the remaining
1,400 lakh has been set aside for the remaining three districts in the state.

"The authority has collected the list of farms owned by model villagers in the township. Later the list will
be transferred to the agricultural bank in Maungdaw to withdraw the loans to them," he said.

Agricultural loans have recently been provided by the government's central bank to farmers through the
agricultural bank, but local authorities in Maungdaw are neglecting to distribute the loans to Arakanese
farmers in the district.

"l think the authority does not want to make loans to Muslim farmers because they are not citizens in
Burma, so the authority decided to loan to the model villagers," the clerk said.

According to a local farmer source, the authority is only making loans to model villagers from Burma
proper, and is not making loans to either Muslim or ethnic Rakhine, Dynet, and Khami farmers.

Junta deploys fresh troops secretly in Kachin State
Kachin News Group - 24 June 2009

The Burmese military junta is secretly deploying more combat troops in Kachin State at a time when
negotiations are on with the Kachin Independence Organization (KIO) over the transformation of its
armed-wing into a battalion of a "Border Guard Force", said local sources.

As of the second week of June, able soldiers have been selected from different battalions and secretly
infused into local Burmese Army battalions and military bases in the frontlines in different regions of
Kachin State. They include two unidentified Light Infantry Divisions, said a source close to Burmese
troops.

The new batch of troops are now secretly being stationed in the areas around Bhamo District in the
eastern region of Irrawaddy River (also called Mali Hka in Kachin) and the areas between Myitkyina-
Mandalay railways in the western region of the Irrawaddy River, the sources added.

Eyewitnesses in Bhamo said they often see Burmese military columns on the road between Bhamo-
Namkham (Namhkam in Kachin), the illegal border trade route with China. They also see military columns
of the Kachin Independence Army (KIA), the armed-wing of KIO on the same trade route.
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The KIO suggested to the junta that the KIA be made a "State Security Force" instead of the junta-
proposed "Border Guard Force" during the second meeting between KIO delegates and the regime over
transforming KIA, in Mali Hka Center in the junta’'s Northern Command headquarters in the Kachin State's
capital Myitkyina on May 21, said KIO sources.

The KIO delegation was led by Vice-president No. 1 Lt-Gen Gauri Zau Seng while the junta’'s delegates
were led by Lt-Gen Ye Myint of Chief of Military Affairs Security and Northern Command Commander
Brig-Gen Soe Win.

Meanwhile, KIO leaders are campaigning among the Kachin community in its controlled areas in Kachin
State and in Northeast Shan State. It is explaining about the proposed KIA'’s transformation. They are
also asking for written suggestions to be sent to the KIO central committee, said Kachins in the two
states. It is a month-long campaign to be concluded in June, said KIO officers.

Meanwhile, KIA troops have been alerted and are on standby in all battalions in Kachin State and
Northeast Shan State to defend itself against the Burmese Army, said KIA officials.

All Kachin political organizations in the country and abroad and the Kachin public have advised to the
KIO/A to reject the proposal of transforming the KIA and fight the junta, according to the Kachin media.

Border flag meeting ends with assurances
Narinjara News - 24 June 2009

Cox’s Bazaar: A day-long sector-commander level flag meeting between the border security forces of
Burma and Bangladesh was held yesterday where Nasaka, Burma’s border security force made many
pledges, said a source close to Bangladeshi authorities.

At the meeting Nasaka officials pledged they would stop migration of Muslims from Burma into
Bangladesh. This assurance came about after Bangladesh Rifles officials expressed concern over the
large number of Burmese Muslims crossing the Naff River, the sources said.

The Nasaka also agreed to discussions to take back about 27,000 Muslim refugees from two Burmese
refugee camps in southern Cox's Bazaar District.

Regarding the border fence issue, Nasaka officials told their Bangladesh counterparts that the aim is to
prevent smuggling and human trafficking, and would not create any problems for Bangladesh.

Burmese officials also said that the construction of embankments and erection of fences along the Naff
River was carried out under the direction of the higher authorities in Naypyidaw, the capital of Burma.

The source said that Nasaka officials pledged during the meeting to take action on all the requests made
by BDR officials. The meeting was peacefully concluded without any war of words between the two
delegations.

U Min Aung, a border-issues analyst, pointed out that Nasaka officials politely discuss matters at every
meeting with their Bangladesh counterparts, but then take action in contravention of the agreements.

In the meeting, the 15-member Burmese delegation was led by Colonel Aung Gyi, while the 22-member
Bangladesh delegation was led by Bangladesh Rifles Chittagong sector commander Colonel Didarul
Alam Chowdhury.

Opinion & Analysis

CONTRIBUTOR: Than Shwe Maneuvers to Retain Power - By Aung Lynn Htut
Irrawaddy — 24 June 2009

If Burma’s State Peace Development Council (SPDC) holds a successful election in 2010, the Burmese
people will lose all hope of freedom and the generals who now rule the country will retain their power.
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There are three nominations for presidency in the 2008 constitution—one from the military, one from the
Senate or ethnic leaders’ hluttaw and one from Congress members. The Senate and the House then vote
to choose the president of Burma.

According to the latest information from Naypyidaw, the military will nominate Gen Thura Shwe Mann and
he will be Burma’s president. The Senate will nominate a prominent ethnic leader and the House will
nominate a member of the Union Solidarity Development Association (USDA), Kyant Phut.

After the 2010 election, Shwe Mann will issue a state order that Snr-Gen Than Shwe, Vice Snr-Gen
Maung Aye and remaining SPDC members become patrons or advisers of the National Security Council
of a new Burmese government. It means Than Shwe and his party will retain their grip on state power.

The military gets 25 percent of the seats at state, regional, district, township and village levels of the
Burmese administration, according to the 2008 constitution. The military has a plan to assign deputy
regional commanders as “second men” of regional administrations, deputy regiment commanders as
“second men” of district administrations, majors or captains for township administrations and other ranks
for village administrations.

After Than Shwe assumed state power in April, 1992, he arranged to hold a National Convention. He
instructed Secretary (1) Gen Khin Nyunt and Secretary (2) Tin Oo to ensure that the military’s leading role
should be one of the principal aims of the National Convention.

Khin Nyunt and Tin Oo objected, saying civilian politics would then disappear in Burma. Than Shwe
ignored them, saying he had a long-term plan for a military role in future Burmese politics.

Although he appoints current ministers and the members of USDA who will organize the 2010 election, he
still worries about its success. Because of his fear of losing control, he tries to get as many of his people
in every sphere of government and pressures others to accept them as well. He is worried about the
support he commands and whether his orders will be followed.

To achieve his aims, Than Shwe is using government money instead of his own. He promises that the
2010 election will be fair and honest, so he cannot use his power to influence its outcome without
arousing international anger.

There is much discussion among the generals about where Aung San Suu Kyi and her National League
for Democracy (NLD) stand. They are aware that if the NLD participates, the party stands a high chance
of winning, just as it did in 1990.

There’s a fear among the generals that even among the 25 percent representation reserved for the
military, as much as 15 percent might support the NLD. With that prospect in mind, some generals are
seeking to exclude NLD officials from running for office.

Ultimately, the generals still have to wait for Than Shwe’s orders. Until recently, he tried very hard to
ignore the NLD and to force his ideas on Burma.

The trial of Suu Kyi and the worldwide wave of condemnation it provoked have forced Than Shwe to
reconsider his position.

Last month, he sent Shwe Mann to China to seek assurance of support for the junta.

The Chinese leaders requested a meeting with the junta’s No 2, Maung Aye, who visited Beijing on June
15. Foreign Minister Nyan Win is shortly to visit the United Nations in New York.

The ethnic ceasefire groups pose another problem for Than Shwe. The ethnic groups dislike the 2008
constitution and the election plan, and they don’t want to surrender to the Burmese military. They accuse
Than Shwe of diminishing Burma'’s federal policy and of destroying the Union of Myanmar.

Than Shwe promised ethnic leaders that if the armed groups agreed to non-disintegration of the Union,
national solidarity and the perpetuation of sovereignty, he would be ready to talk to them. He promised
government support for development in ceasefire areas.

He also promised to allow ethnic politics to be discussed at the National Convention, but then went back
on that pledge.



After approving the 2008 constitution, he instructed the ethnic ceasefire groups to surrender and lay down
their arms and proposed that their troops should serve as border security guards. The proposal was
rejected by the largest ceasefire groups.

Than Shwe will take time to decide on a verdict for Suu Kyi’s trial, hoping international pressure will ease.
There are two sayings to describe his frame of mind: “He doesn’t care what anyone thinks. People will
forget in seven days” and “If there is tension, he will reduce it. If there isn’t tension, he will create it.”

In the 2010 election, Than Shwe will use his military power and influence to affect the outcome as much
as possible. He realizes the importance of this election on his future.

If he wins, Burma will be under his tyranny for a long time to come. If he loses, he knows he faces
possible arraignment before an international court.

Because of the importance of this election and the future of the people and country, we must try to
educate and influence civilians as well as military officials. Other nations are monitoring Burma very
closely, so General Than Shwe feels the pressure and cannot make dishonest decisions.

The author is a former officer in the counterintelligence department of the Office of the Chief of Military
Intelligence (OCMI) and former deputy chief of the Burmese embassy in Washington. He lives in
Washington is seeking political asylum in the United States.

News — Aung San Suu Kyi

Suu Kyi in final withess appeal to Myanmar court
AFP — 24 June 2009

YANGON — Lawyers for democracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi pressed military-ruled Myanmar's top court
to overturn a ban on two key witnesses at her internationally condemned trial, her party said.

The Nobel Peace laureate faces up to five years in jail on charges of breaching the terms of her house
arrest after a bizarre incident in which an American man swam uninvited to her lakeside home in May.

A court at Yangon's Insein prison last month barred two senior members of her National League for
Democracy (NLD) from giving evidence, but the Supreme Court agreed to hear an appeal against the
decision.

"We gave our arguments to the Supreme Court for about one hour today. We do not have a date for the
decision and must wait for it to be posted on the court's list,” NLD spokesman and defence lawyer Nyan
Win said.

The two barred witnesses are Win Tin, a journalist who was Myanmatr's longest-serving political prisoner
until his release in September, and detained deputy NLD leader Tin Oo.

"Regarding today's arguments, the prosecution complained about U Win Tin as he gave interviews to
foreign media. We said that that is not related to the law,” Nyan Win said. U is a term of respect in the
Burmese language.

Aung San Suu Kyi's lawyers earlier this month successfully appealed against a ban on a third witness,
while a fourth has already testified.

The prosecution has so far had 14 witnesses, adding to opposition and international claims that the
proceedings are a show trial designed to keep the democracy icon locked up ahead of elections
scheduled by the regime in 2010.

US national John Yettaw and Aung San Suu Kyi's two live-in aides are also on trial and face a similar
sentence. All are being held at Insein jail, Myanmar's most notorious detention centre.

Aung San Suu Kyi has spent 13 of the last 19 years in detention since Myanmar's ruling junta refused to
recognise the NLD's landslide victory in the country's last democratic polls in 1990.

The UN envoy to Myanmar, Ibrahim Gambari, may visit the country later this week ahead of a possible
trip by the world body's chief Ban Ki-moon in early July focusing on the trial, officials and diplomats say.
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"We hope to meet Mr Gambari when he comes, as we did on his previous visits,” Nyan Win said.

Aung San Suu Kyi on Monday thanked people around the world who sent her birthday wishes and called
for her immediate release as she turned 64 in jail last week.

Famous names including British Prime Minister Gordon Brown, Beatles star Paul McCartney and US
actor George Clooney offered support on a special website while events took place in more than 15 cities.

The charges against Aung San Suu Kyi come amid a wide-ranging crackdown on the opposition that has
been carried out since the ruling generals crushed protests led by Buddhist monks in 2007.

Myanmar, formerly known as Burma, has been ruled by the military since 1962.

Suu Kyi's trial internal affair of Burma: Russia
Mizzima - 23 June 2009
by Salai Pi Pi

New Delhi — While urging the regime to conduct a fair trial of opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi, the
Russian Foreign Ministry on Sunday said the issue is an internal affair and does not warrant the attention
of the UN Security Council.

The Russian Foreign Ministry’s information and press department on Sunday said it rejects any attempts
to bring the Burma issue to the United Nations Security Council saying it is an internal affair and does not
pose a threat to peace and security of the region and the world community, according a report by
Moscow-based the ITAR-TASS News Agency.

“Moscow opposes attempts to internationalize the internal situation in Myanmar [Burma], because it does
not endanger peace and security in the region and the world at large,” the report quoted Kremlin's
Information and Press department as saying.

While the press department said, “We see no reason why the UN Security Council should discuss
Myanmar [Burma],” it also urges the Burmese generals for greater openness and cooperation with the
international community, including the mission of Ibrahim Gambari, the UN Secretary General's Special
envoy to Burma.

Russia also expresses its expectations of a fair trial of the Burmese pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu
Kyi, who is currently facing trial at Rangoon’s notorious Insein prison on charges of violating the terms of
her house arrest by ‘harbouring’ an uninvited US man, John William Yettaw, to her lakeside home in early
May.

“Russia hopes that the trial of Myanmar [Burma] Opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi will be unbiased,
strictly comply with national laws and humanitarian standards, and take into account the international
opinion,” the Foreign Ministry added.

Aung Naing Oo, a Burmese observer based in Thailand pointed out that Russian’s call to the junta to
conduct a fair trial of the Nobel Peace Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi is unusual.

“It is a little surprising that Russia is talking about Burma’s political issue for the first time. It is also
interesting,” he said.

But he said he is not optimistic that the Burmese regime will pay any heed to the call made by Russia,
one of the junta’s major supporters.

“There is no effective and pragmatic work plan in Russia’s statement. For the Burmese regime to act,
talks are not enough,” he added.

Nyo Ohn Myint, in-charge of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the National League for Democracy —
Liberated Area (NLD-LA) in exile said, the Russian call probably came after the Association of Southeast
Asia Nations (ASEAN) pressurized the Burmese junta to release Aung San Suu Kyi and to restore
democracy in Burma.
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“Russia seems to have made the call after ASEAN urged Burma to release Aung San Suu Kyi,” Nyo Ohn
Myint said.

Following the junta’s charge and trial of democracy icon, activists across the world have condemned the
junta and called on neighbouring countries as well as Russia to pressurize the junta.

Russia along with China had vetoed a draft UN Security Council resolution on Burma, sponsored by US
and UK, in 2007.

“In our opinion, the political and economic pressure on that country [Burma] is counterproductive, as it
enhances isolationist feelings of the Myanmar [Burma] military and exacerbates the socioeconomic
position of citizens,” Russia said.

“We are confident that this negotiating mechanism is useful in building mutual understanding and
confidence between Myanmar [Burma] and the world,” added the department.

Moreover, Russia has agreed to build a nuclear research centre, which includes a 10MW light-water
reactor and facilities for processing and storing nuclear waste in Burma.

“Because of its economic connections and increased diplomatic ties, | don’t think Russia will press the
Burmese regime to make political changes in the country,” Aung Naing Oo remarks.

News - Other

NKorean Cargo Ship Could Test New UN Sanctions
Irrawaddy — 24 June 2009
By Hyung-Jin Kim / AP Writer

SEOUL — An American destroyer was tailing a North Korean ship suspected of transporting weapons
toward Burma, as anticipation mounted Wednesday that the North could soon conduct short-or medium-
range missiles tests.

The Kang Nam left the North Korean port of Nampo a week ago, and the destroyer USS John S. McCain
was following as it sailed off the Chinese coast. The sailing sets up the first test of a new UN Security
Council resolution that authorizes member states to inspect North Korean vessels suspected of carrying
banned weapons or materials.

The sanctions are punishment for an underground nuclear test the North carried out last month in
defiance of past resolutions. It's not clear exactly what the Kang Nam has on board, but it has transported
illicit goods in the past.

The North has said it would consider any interception "an act of war," with its state media Wednesday
accusing the US of fostering "the worst-ever tension” between the Koreas.

"It's evident that a solid peace on the Korean peninsula cannot be established unless the US hostile
policy and its plot to isolate our republic are put to an end,"” the North's main Rodong Sinmun newspaper
said in a commentary published by the Korean Central News Agency.

A US official said last week that the American destroyer has no orders to intercept the ship, but experts
say the vessel will need to stop to refuel soon on a 4,100-mile (6,660-kilometer), two-week, voyage to
Burma. The resolution prohibits member states from providing such services to ships accused of bearing
banned goods.

Nearby Singapore—the world's largest refueling hub—says it will "act appropriately"” if the ship docks at
its port with suspicious goods on board.

At most, Singapore may refuse to let the ship refuel, said Hong Hyun-ik, an analyst at the Sejong Institute
think tank in South Korea. He also speculated that the Kang Nam may not have banned cargo on board,
knowing the ship could be subject to scrutiny.

The ship has no plan to dock at Hong Kong, according to the Internet log of Hong Kong's Marine
Department which shows planned ship arrivals and departures. In 2006, the Kang Nam was once


http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16170

detained in Hong Kong for safety violations, a measure taken after the UN's earlier sanctions imposed
following the country's first nuclear test in 2006.

In the event that the American destroyer does ask to inspect the Kang Nam and North Korea refuses, the
UN resolution states the ship must be directed to a port of Pyongyang's choosing. It was not clear which
port the ship would be taken to. On Tuesday, a Pentagon official said the ship was about 100 miles (160
kilometers) north of the Taiwan Strait—close to both the Chinese and Taiwanese coasts.

The North is believed to have sold guns, artillery and other small weapons to Burma in the past. The
Southeast Asian military state is the target of US and EU arms embargoes. There are concerns it could
use small arms in the counterinsurgency campaigns it conducts against ethnic minorities.

Meanwhile, North Korea has issued a notice banning ships from the waters off its east coast between
June 25 and July 10 citing maritime firing drills, according to Japan's Coast Guard.

South Korea's Yonhap news agency reported Wednesday the North may fire a Scud missile with a range
of up to 310 miles (500 kilometers) or a short-range ground-to-ship missile with a range of 100 miles (160
kilometers) during the no-sail period.

Yonhap quoted an unidentified South Korean government official as saying the launch is expected from
the eastern coastal city of Anbyon. South Korea's Defense Ministry, however, said Wednesday that there
was no particular signs in the area.

It had earlier been reported that the North would test a a long-range missile similar to one tested in April.
Japanese media said that could happen around July 4—the US Independence Day—and the missile
would be fired toward Hawaii.

But US defense and counterproliferation officials said Tuesday that it was expected the North would
launch short- to medium-range missiles instead. The officials spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss
sensitive intelligence.

Also Wednesday, Seoul's Chosun llbo newspaper reported that South Korea plans to expedite the
introduction of high-tech unmanned aerial surveillance systems and 'bunker-buster' bombs in the wake of
the North's May 25 nuclear test. The paper, quoting unidentified ruling party members, also said South
Korea also plans to equip the presidential Blue House and other key government facilities with systems
coping with electromagnetic waves caused by a nuclear blast.

South Korea's Defense Ministry said it could not confirm the report. But a ministry official—speaking on
condition of anonymity citing department policy—said the ministry will announce plans later this week to
boost its defense capability to deal with the North's increasing military threats.

Associated Press writers Jae-soon Chang in Seoul, Pauline Jelinek, Pamela Hess and Lolita Baldor in
Washington, Grant Peck in Bangkok, Min Lee in Hong Kong, Alex Kennedy in Singapore, Jill Lawless in
London and Edith M. Lederer at the United Nations contributed to this report.

Burma lingering on the cusp of "failed state" statu S
Mizzima - 23 June 2009

Chiang Mai - Warning that the global recession could lead to more failed states, the 2009 Failed States
Index lists Burma as in critical danger of state collapse due, primarily, to the misuse of power by the
country's ruling military government.

Though holding steady at number 13 in the global rankings, Burma's cumulative 2009 score deteriorated
by an additional 1.2 percent from a year previously, according to the latest rankings released earlier this
week.

The study, a joint undertaking by Washington D.C.-based Foreign Policy and the Fund for Peace, argues
Burma is failing "because their government is strong enough to choke the life out of their society."

Meanwhile, the Fund for Peace classifies each of five critical indicators — leadership, military, judiciary,
civil service and police — as "poor" in the case of Burma.
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The architects of the findings contend that few countries fail by chance, though admitting that foreign
intervention, such as through the supply of arms, can contribute to a state's instability. Presently, there is
concern that a North Korean ship laden with arms and possible missile technology is en route to a
Burmese port.

Burma's worst categorical scores came in "Uneven Development" and "Delegitimization of the State",
while the best of the poor scores were achieved in the areas of "Human Flight" and "External
Intervention”. The findings point to an isolated state decaying from within.

However, the report's authors contend it will be impossible for the world's stable governments to come to
the assistance of all countries in danger of state collapse, arguing that the final decision on which nations
to help will be based on geopolitical implications.

Specifically, the question "Which failed states are global security threats and which are simply tragedies
for their own people?" is said to lie at the center of a country's assessment when determining where to
focus a nation's limited resources in assisting states on the brink of failure.

If the report is in any way indicative of the approach to be taken by the United States government, the
Middle East and West Asia will draw the most attention from Washington regarding combating the
prospect of failed states.

Additionally, drawing on the impact of global warming, the study warns that cataclysmic flooding in
Bangladesh could force tens of thousands of Bengalis to seek refuge in Burma. Bangladesh, like Burma,
is on the Fund for Peace "alert" list.

Of Asian countries west of the Urals, only Mongolia, Japan, South Korea, Singapore and Malaysia are
said to not at least be in "danger"” of state failure.

Fellow ASEAN members the Philippines, Laos and Cambodia join Burma in the bottom 60 in the index.

At the top of the list for the second straight year is Somalia, which is defined as "too failed even for al-
Qaeda".

The study has been published annually since 2005.

Burmese junta uses n Korean expertise to build secr et tunnels
The Nation — 24 June 2009

Several senior military Burmese officials have been dismissed in recent weeks following the recent
publication of photographs of secret tunnels built by North Korean experts between 2003-2006 inside
Burma, sources revealed.

The sources, who asked not to be identified because the information they gave could endanger their
lives, said that Burmese intelligence officials have began massive investigations to identify the source of
the leak. They have combed the city of Rangoon and interviewed associates of former intelligence chief,
Lt-General Khin Nyunt, to search for persons who might have leaked one of their most secretive
programmes. They have already arrested several suspects, including journalists, who might have got
access to these sensitive photos and documents.

Swedish journalist, Bertil Litner, detailed Pyongyang's efforts in helping Rangoon to build underground
bunkers in various locations. The author said the photographs, which were obtained by the Democratic
Voice of Burma, showed an extensive network of underground installations that was built near Burma's
fortified new capital, Naypyidaw, 450km north of Rangoon.

The photographs, which first appeared in YaleGlobal Online on June 8, have puzzled the Bangkok-based
diplomatic community. "We are interested in the news and we are following it closely," said a senior
diplomat from an_Asean country, who asked not to be identified.

A Thai intelligence source yesterday confirmed the existence of the tunnels but did not express any
serious concern. "The Burmese generals fear outside attacks, so they are building these underground
hiding places," he said. Thailand is also watching closely Burma's efforts to build its nuclear capacity.
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These tunnels are equipped with underground facilities, including communications and strategic rooms,
which would enable the Burmese leaders to survive any attack from their peoples and the outside world.
Some tunnels are big enough for military and transport vehicles to go through. Sources also revealed that
dozens of tunnels are also dug near the Thai-Burma border. They said the construction of these tunnels
were disguised as part of the country's plan to lay fibre optic cables throughout the country

Bertil wrote that a well-hidden complex ensures there is no danger of angry civilians storming government
buildings as they did during the massive pro-democracy uprising in August-September 1988. It could also
serve as their deep bunkers in case there are air strikes of the kind that the Taleban faced in Afghanistan.

According to the author, it is not clear how North Korean experts got paid. The payment could have been
in the form of food or goods that Burma has. The country is rich in mineral wealth and agricultural
products.

Burma’s military regime: Digging the tunnels
DVB — 24 June 2009

New images have emerged that show North Korean and other foreign advisers in Burma consulting with
officials on what now appears to be an extensive network of some 800 underground tunnels across much
of the country.

While rife government corruption and uneven development in Burma yesterday awarded Burma a spot at
the bottom of Foreign Policy magazine’s Failed States Index, billions of US dollars are now known to
have been channeled by the Burmese government into building the tunnels.

DVB has been tracking the development of the tunnels and underground installations in Burma for a
number of years. This is the first in a series of DVB stories revealing the secretive tunnel project.

Evidence has been obtained that shows between 600 and 800 tunnels in various stages of construction,
with work on some sections dating as far back as 1996.

Photographs of a number of tunnel sites clearly show North Korean advisers present, while some
construction equipment being used on the sites displays the Korean script.

In one photograph of a work site at Pyinmanar Taung Nyo, dated 29 May 2006, North Korean advisers
are seen training Burmese soldiers and technicians in tunnel construction.

Several government budget files also show evidence of foreign aid and loans being used to fund
construction work.

A number of senior Burmese officials have been dismissed in recent days following the first publication of
DVB'’s tunnel photographs in the Yale Global Online on 8 June.

The military government has launched an investigation into how details of such a sensitive project were
leaked, with associates of former intelligence chief Lieutenant General Khin Nyunt being questioned by
police.

Further intelligence documents obtained by DVB show that the tunnel system is being disguised by the
government as a fibre optic cable installation project.

Leaked engineering designs show, however, that some sections of the tunnels are wide enough to allow
trucks to enter and leave. There is also storage space for food and weaponry, and separate rooms that
would hold around 600 personnel for several months.

The documents also reveal plans to hold large rockets and satellite communication command centers
inside the tunnels.

Although the financially weak Burmese government is thought to allocate some 40 per cent of its budget
for military purposes, the tunnel project over the course of 13 years has likely run into the billions.

Some observers have speculated that the abrupt hike in fuel prices that sparked the September 2007
protests may have been a prelude to securing extra capital for the project.
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Likewise, Burma struck a deal with China in April this year to siphon its vast offshore natural gas reserves
to China’s energy hungry population, a venture that will have given the tunnel project an important boost.

Speculation that Burma is trading in military hardware with North Korea was reinforced on Monday with
reports that a North Korean freighter ship believed to be carrying arms was headed in the direction of
Burma.

Despite only reestablishing diplomatic ties in 2007, following North Korea’s bombing of a South Korean
delegation in Rangoon in 1983, the two countries share characteristics that make them obvious allies.

According to journalist and expert on North Korea-Burma relations, Bertil Lintner, both countries have
“absolutely no interest” in supporting respective UN arms embargoes.

Indeed, North Korea is one of the few countries willing to continue military trade with the pariah state, with
“even China...reluctant to sell certain types of equipment to Burma”, according to Lintner.

Perhaps most worryingly for countries outside of Burma’s friendship group, it has renewed an alliance
with a country that is rapidly becoming the icon of a new generation of ‘rogue states’ threatening nuclear
warfare.

With this in mind, speculation will likely start to circulate as to whether the tunnel network could be linked
to rumours that Burma is mining uranium ore, a key ingredient for nuclear fission. No evidence has yet
appeared to verify this, however.

In our next story we will reveal the purpose of these tunnels, foreign involvement in the project and what
is inside the tunnels.

Does Gambari Visit Burma This Week?
AP - 23 June 2009

RANGOON — The United Nations' special envoy to Burma is due to visit the country this week to pave
the way for a possible visit by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, a diplomat said Monday.

Ibrahim Gambari is scheduled to visit Thursday through Saturday to lay the groundwork for a trip in early
July by the UN chief, said a Western diplomat, who asked not to be identified because he was not
authorized to announce the visit.

Burma's UN spokesman Aye Win said he could not confirm either visit.

Ban's trip would come after he visits Japan from June 30 to July 2. The UN spokeswoman in New York,
Michele Montas, said last week that the secretary-general had not yet decided whether he would visit
Burma during his Asia trip.

The upcoming visits would be politically delicate because of the continuing trial of opposition leader Aung
San Suu Kyi. The Nobel Peace Prize winner is in prison and being tried on charges of violating the terms
of her house arrest when an uninvited American man swam to her closely guarded lakeside home last
month and stayed two days.

The UN has called repeatedly for political reconciliation in Burma, including the release of Suu Kyi. The
country has been under military rule since 1962, and the junta refused to recognize the results of 1990
general elections won by Suu Kyi's National League for Demaocracy party.

Suu Kyi's trial has drawn outrage from the international community and from her local supporters, who
say the military government is using the incident as an excuse to keep her detained through elections
scheduled for next year.

If convicted, Suu Kyi faces up to five years in prison. She has spent more than 13 of the past 19 years in
detention without trial, mostly under house arrest.

Gambari has visited Burma seven times since becoming the UN's special envoy to the country in 2006.
The visits have failed to nudge the military regime toward talks with the opposition.
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Ban visited Burma after last year's devastating Cyclone Nargis and was instrumental in getting the
isolationist government to allow more foreign relief workers into the country.

Burmese Official Sacked for Nargis-related Corrupti on
Irrawaddy — 23 June 2009

By Min Lwin

Burma’s military junta has sacked the head of one of the key government departments involved in the
Cyclone Nargis relief and recovery effort following allegations that he stole money donated for survivors
of the disaster, according to reliable sources in Rangoon.

Than Oo, a former colonel who was serving as the director general of the Ministry of Social Welfare’'s
Department of Relief and Resettlement, was accused of stealing millions of kyat (several hundreds of
thousands of dollars) from international donations intended for Nargis-related projects, the sources said.

State-run newspapers did not publish any information about the dismissal of the senior official, who was
recently arrested and interrogated by the regime’s Bureau of Special Investigation, according to sources
in Naypyidaw.

The Department of Relief and Resettlement cooperates closely with international donors providing aid for
humanitarian relief and recovery work in the cyclone-stricken Irrawaddy delta.

“The Department of Relief and Resettlement is responsible for accepting funds and donations from
international NGOs,” said a Rangoon businessman who runs a local relief organization for Nargis victims.

“The department is supposed distribute the aid to assist people hit by the cyclone. He was probably taken
into custody because materials donated by international NGOs went missing,” he added.

Meanwhile, the Burmese junta is holding a secret meeting in its capital, Naypyidaw, where a number of
other officials have also reportedly been reshuffled.

Burma’s top military leader, Snr-Gen Than Shwe, has retired or reassigned around a dozen senior
officials, according to military sources. However, The Irrawaddy has not been able to confirm the reports
with other independent sources.

Thai authorities urge refugees to return: aid worke rs
Mizzima - 23 June 2009

by Solomon

New Delhi - Authorities in Thailand are allegedly encouraging ethnic Karen refugees recently arrived in
the wake of fresh fighting in eastern Burma to return to their homes, according to humanitarian aid
workers along the Thai-Burma border.

Iris, Coordinator of the Committee for Internally Displaced Karen People (CIDKP), a group working to help
internally displaced persons inside Burma, told Mizzima on Monday that Thailand’s border security forces
have urged Karen refugees to return to their homes, assuming the fighting to be over.

“The authorities are urging the refugees to go back but the situation back home is not yet conducive with
the fighting still unabated. Nobody is daring to go back home, because their lives are not safe there,”
explained Iris.

She said in June the Burmese Army killed three internally displaced persons in Karen State, a pregnant
woman and two teenage girls as they were hiding in the forest.

“They [refugees] face a danger to their lives,” reiterated Iris.

Since early June, the Burmese Army and its military ally the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA)
have launched a military offensive against the Karen National Liberation Army, Burma’s longest surviving
ethnic armed resistance group and the armed wing of the Karen National Union (KNU).
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The fresh conflict has forced thousands of Karen villagers to flee their homes and cross into Thailand
seeking refuge.

According to the CIDKP list, thus far 3,447 refugees have fled to Thailand and more than 1,000 have
entered refugee camps, while over 2,000 remain waiting outside the camps.

“At this moment the safest place for them [refugees] is the camps,” said Iris.

David Thaw, a central committee member of the KNU, confirmed that Thai border security personnel have
been attempting to persuade refugees to return home as they believe the fighting has ceased.

“They [Thai authorities] said since the fighting is over, it would be safe for the refugees to return home.
But it is not a strong pressure, rather it is like a suggestion, as the refugees have no proper
accommodation in which to live [along the border],” David Thaw told Mizzima.

According to him, while some refugees are squeezed into existing camps, the rest are left to live outside
the camps where there is no proper shelter or regular food supply.

Thailand’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Tuesday told Mizzima that they are not aware of any government
order to repatriate the Karen refugees and directed Mizzima to contact the Ministry of Defense, which was
not immediately available for comment.

However, Zoya Phan, International Coordinator for Burma Campaign UK (BCUK), said since June 16th at
least three families have been forced back into Burma by Thai authorities.

“They [refugees] fear for their lives if they return home. They cannot stay there until the military operations
stop,” said Zoya Phan.

“We urge the Thai government to accept these refugees, and allow them to stay in their country and help
them,” she added.

Meanwhile, David Takarpaw, Vice-Chairman of the KNU, said to date minor battles continue across the
border in Karen State.

Last week, the Burmese Army and the DKBA overran one of the KNU’s strongest outposts, the 7th
Brigade.

He said civilians were compelled to flee because they fear not only the Burmese Army but also the DKBA,
who force people into military service and collect money from them if they refuse.

“They fear both the DKBA and Burmese Army, so they have no choice but to flee,” emphasized
Takarpaw.

Burma sends mortars to Shan State
Irrawaddy — 23 June 2009

By Lawi Weng

The Burmese government has reinforced Burmese forces in Mong Tong Township, Shan State, due to
growing tension with the United Wa State Army (UWSA), according to sources close to an armed group in
Shan State.

Speaking to The Irrawaddy on Tuesday, Sai Sheng Murng, the deputy spokesman of the rival Shan State
Army-South (SSA) said seven M120 120 mm mortars were sent to reinforce Burmese Infantry Battalion
No 65 on June 20.

The battalion is based in Nakawngmu village, Pong Pa Khem Sub-Township, Mong Tong Township, in
eastern Shan State, which is about 29 kilometers from the Thai-Burma border.

The source said the reinforcement may have been made in preparation for a possible military offensive
against the UWSA if tension with the group continues growing.

According to a source on the Sino-Burmese border, the mortar reinforcements have been made close to
UWSA military region 171, where Burmese army leaders have put pressure on the UWSA to withdraw
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from strategic positions in southern Shan State along the Thai-Burmese border. However, UWSA leaders
have refused to withdraw its troops from the area.

The UWSA has rejected a request by the Burmese junta to turn their forces into border guards. The
group, which is the most powerful ethnic armed ceasefire group in Burma, has 23,000 troops.

Mai Aik Phone, who is an observer of the UWSA, said the group was watching closely the current
attempts by the Burmese military to transform ethnic armed forces into border guards. The UWSA,
meanwhile, has warned its people to prepare for the worst. However, they said that they would try to
negotiate with the Burmese government before fighting.

Due to heavy pressure on the Burmese government by the international community over the ongoing trial
of pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi, the Burmese government would be unlikely take any direct
action against the UWSA for the moment, according to the sources.

Meanwhile, the Burmese Army launched a military offensive against the Karen National Liberation Army
(KNLA) early in June. The joint troops of the Burmese Army and Democratic Karen Buddhist Army
(DKBA) seized the headquarters of KNLA Brigade 7, which was a main base near the Thai-Burma border.
The attack has forced an estimated 4,000 Karen people to flee to Thailand.

The Burmese junta is trying to transform all ethnic armed ceasefire groups in the country into border
guards ahead of elections they plan to hold in 2010.

However, many ethnic armed ceasefire groups do not want to live under the control of the Burmese Army,
and they have refused to disarm and become border guards.

Under the junta’s scheme, the Burmese military will have more control over the armed ceasefire groups.
Each border guard battalion would consist of 326 troops, including 30 from the Burmese army. Three of
these would be Burmese officers with administrative positions.

The Burmese military junta No. 2 Gen Maung Aye visited China to talk about the ethnic armed ceasefire
groups in Shan State last week.

The Sino-Burmese border sources said that Gen Maung Aye failed to persuade China to put pressure on
the groups. China refused to use its influence in the area because it wants a stable border in Shan Sate
in order to run oil and gas pipelines through the area, according to the sources.

Beijing is scheduled to begin constructing the pipelines, which have to pass through areas of Shan State
controlled by the ethnic armed groups, in September 2009.

Seventeen insurgent groups have signed ceasefire agreements with the ruling generals since 1989,
according to official Burmese reports.

MWJA office in-charge commits suicide
Mizzima - 23 June 2009

by Phanida

Chiang Mai - The office in-charge of the Myanmar Writers and Journalists Association (MW JA), Myint
Lwin, committed suicide on Tuesday by jumping off the three-storey office building, colleagues said.

Myint Lwin, (65) a resident of North Okklapa Township jumped out of the window of the MWJA office in
downtown Rangoon’s Merchant Street in Kyauktada Township on Tuesday morning. He died instantly.

“He arrived in the office at about 10 a.m. (local time) and was arranging seats and tables for a regular
meeting. After finishing what he was doing he got up and jumped out of the window,” a colleague, who
attended the meeting, told Mizzima.

Another colleague, who also requested anonymity said, “He [Myint Lwin] left a note on the table, which
read -- ‘I am responsible for failing to maintain and for the loss of public property’.”

“He left a wrist watch, a ball point-pen, two currency notes of Kyat 500 and took off his sandals,” added
the colleague.
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An official at the MWJA office, when contacted by Mizzima, refused to make an official statement saying,
“Please do not ask me. We are now in a meeting. | have no right to answer your questions. Please do not
ask me about it, | request you not to ask.”

The Myanmar Writers and Journalists Association is a group formed under the aegis of the Burmese
military junta’s Ministry of information.

Myint Lwin’s body was taken to Rangoon General Hospital for autopsy.
He leaves behind a son, a daughter and his wife.

Fence Project Postponed
Narinjara News — 23 June 2009

Maungdaw: Burmese authorities have postponed their fence project on the western Burmese border with
the withdrawal of army and riot police forces who have been constructing the fence since February 2009,
said one villager.

He said, "The project is now stopped and many soldiers and police constables left the construction sites
for their respective battalions, but | do not know if it is temporarily postponed or not," he said.

The construction stoppage may be related to the rainy season, because construction in the region is
nearly impossible with flooding in landslides near the Naff River, said another source.

The Burmese military junta has been constructing a fence along the border with Bangladesh since
February of this year, ostensibly with the aim of preventing human trafficking and smuggling.

Over 800 soldiers and 700 riot police from battalions in northern Arakan State were brought to the area to
construct the fence, but most of the work has been done by local villagers in the area that are working as
day laborers.

Many villagers around Maungdaw Township joined the project as day laborers in hopes of earning wages.
The government is paying between 1,500 and 3,000 kyat for a day's labor.

A significant amount of funds have been spent on the project to date, but the construction has failed to hit
the government's targets.

An official from Maungdaw said, "The authority constructed the fences to be finished before the rainy
season, but there were many difficulties when the project started."

Because the site for the border fence is situated along the Naff River, the authority had to first construct
embankments to support the fence pillars. Many workers were on hand for the work, but laborers and
soldiers were unable to work during the day due to the extreme heat.

According to a local government source, 20 percent of the project is complete so far, and the project is
likely to resume after the rainy season.

Forced labour for building school in Buthidaung
Kaladan Press - 23 June 2009

Buthidaung, Arakan State: The Burmese Army is using forced labour and extorting money from villagers
of Mogh Bill village, Buthidaung Township for construction of a new primary school as part of a
development programme in northern Arakan, said a former schoolteacher requesting anonymity.

The Buthidaung District Peace and Development Council (DPDC) Chairman received kyat 7 million from
a Rohingya businessmen of Rangoon for the school when a Rohingya delegation visited northern Arakan
accompanied by the Deputy Home Minister Phone Swe on May 20, said one of the village Chairmen on
condition of anonymity.

A Major from the Military Operation Command (MOC) - No.15 has been assigned to build the school. The
new school is being built after demolishing the old one and by using forced labor from nearby villagers.
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According to a local villager, everyday, 30 to 40 villagers have to work the construction site without any
wages for the last 30 days. But, only one skilled worker brought from Buthidaung Town is being paid
wages. He has to mix sand, cement and stones in proportion, said a trader from the locality.

Besides, the military officer or contractor is collecting kyat 10,000 to 20,000 per family from villagers in
keeping with their financial status for the construction of the school. The Village Peace and Development
Council (VPDC) Chairman was forced to pay kyat 200,000, according to a local elder.

Though the authorities received money for the construction of the school, the local authorities are using
forced labour free of cost and collecting money from villagers. This is unacceptable to the Rohingya
community. Most of the money will line the pockets of the contractor or the army. The army has no
defence work, but they have been working at harassing the Rohingya community. All the business is
controlled by the army directly or indirectly, said a businessman who declined to be named.

In addition, on a daily basis, villagers have to provide 10 to 30 labourers to the nearby army battalion.
They have to work in the camp from 8 am to 5 pm taking food from home, he added.

This is the time when villagers have no work to support their family members while they face restriction of
movement. In such a situation, villagers are forced to work in the military camps or have to work to serve
the army, the businessman further said.

However, the international community, the ILO (International Labour Organization) is pressurizing, to the
Burmese military junta to stop forced labour across the country, the SPDC (State Peace and
Development Council) authorities do not comply with the request. But, SPDC authorities have declared
that there is no forced labour in the country.

Rohingya cemetery seized by TOC in Maungdaw
Kaladan Press - 23 June 2009

Maungdaw, Arakan State: The Tactical Operation Commander (TOC) of the Burmese Army in Buthidaung
Town seized a Rohingya cemetery in Aley Than Kyaw, Maungdaw Township on June 19, villagers from
Aley Than Kyaw said.

On June 19, morning, the TOC officer along with other army officers went to Aley Than Kyaw village in a
convoy of army cars and surveyed the graveyard in Aley Than Kyaw. They ordered nearby villagers not to
bury their dead in the cemetery. The officer also said that if any one does not comply with the order, he
would be punished according to the law, said a village elder on condition of anonymity.

The TOC Commander himself created a boundary around the cemetery with red flags. Villagers were
surprised because they were not given advance information. The TOC officer came suddenly and made a
boundary in the Rohingyas’ old cemetery.

In northern Arakan, there are many available places to set up army camps or other establishments. Why
do the authorities want to seize a Muslim cemetery attacking their religion? asked an angry local elder.

A Rohingya elder said, “The SPDC authorities plan to change the demography of northern Arakan and
want to show foreigners that the Rohingyas settled in Arakan not too long ago. So they want to erase
traces of an old cemetery belonging to Muslims.”

Earlier, in Maungdaw and Buthidaung Townships, the army, Nasaka, police and Sarapa also set up
camps and built houses for other purposes after demolishing mosques, Arabic schools and cemeteries
though places were available for construction of buildings for their use, according to a student.

But the army officer did not offer villagers an alternative place to be used as a cemetery to bury the dead.

Wa leaders meet on Thai-Burma border
SHAN - 23 June 2009

Hseng Khio Fah
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The United Wa State Army (UWSA) leaders reportedly coming from Panghsang in 18 four-wheel cars had
arrived in Mongton township, opposite Chiangmai province yesterday to hold meetings with their officers
and men to discuss about its deteriorating relations with the Burma Army, according to sources on the
Thai-Burma border.

The group arrived in Hwe Aw, 25 miles north of the Chiangmai border, in the morning and held a meeting
there. But there has been no further information of who were at the meeting, but it is believed to involve
some top officers in their southern command, said a source.

“Today, they [Wa] met at Namyoom (5 miles north of the border) and they are going to Mongjawd, west of
Hwe Aw tomorrow,” he said.

Since the Burma Army ordered them to return to its original area on the Sino-Burma border in May, the
Wa have been in preparation for their defense in many areas like Loi Hsarmhsoom Base, Base 46 and
Maihoong between Mongyawn and Piangkham, opposite Chiangmai’'s Mae Ai district.

An unidentified Wa divisional commander said, “Relations between us is like an axe without the handle
and vice versa. Like the handle, they used to manipulate us, the axe, in the past. But they can no longer
enjoy that privilege.”

In the meantime, the Burma Army has also reportedly been sending more troops to Pianghsa —
Piangkham and every base opposite that of the Wa. In addition, it has also been training all militia units in
Mongton and Monghsat townships from 21 June.

“There were 15 Shan men forced to join the militia units in Nakawngmu,” a local resident said. As for
veteran members of Kyapikwe and Tin Win militias, they are being trained in Mongton, the township seat.

There are three strong militia units trained by the Burma Army in Monghsat alone: Loi Tanghseng group
led by Kya Hey, Loi Hsao group led by Kya Kaw and Kyadey group led by Ya Der. There is also an 80-
men Nampong group led by Yishay in Tachilek township.

“The things they [junta] can seize from us are what we have established in towns. Nothing more,” a
source quoted the Wa officer as saying.

A border watcher said the three day visit of Sri Lankan President to Burma earlier this month seemed to
have stimulated the junta to copy the winning strategy of the Sri Lankan Army against the Tamil Tigers.

The Tamil Tigers announced its defeat on 17 May, after Colombo’s all-out offensive involving naval
blockade and massive bombings and air strikes which resulted in devastating civilian casualties.

Opinion & Analysis

COMMENTARY: Kang Nam Could Hold a Message, not just _Arms - By Yeni
Irrawaddy — 23 June 2009

The mystery voyage of a North Korean ship believed to be carrying arms for Burma could hide an attempt
by the Burmese regime to discover just how far the US and its allies would go to carry out the “stop and
search” provisions of a new United Nations resolution.

The voyage of the Kang Nam follows the visit to North Korea last November by Burma's third highest
ranking general, joint chief-of-staff Thura Shwe Mann, at a time when Burma's isolated regime is
desperately searching for the arms and technology to develop its armed forces in the face of an arms
embargo by the US and its western allies.

During the visit, high-ranking North Korean military officials showed Shwe Mann various military
institutions and camps, according to a secret report obtained recently by The Irrawaddy.

Military analysts have suggested that the North Korean Communist regime has provided Burma with
weapons, military technology and expertise in underground tunneling used for concealing military
installations in exchange for foodstuffs and agricultural products.
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South Korea's intelligence agency believes that the Kang Nam, accused of engaging in illicit trade in the
past, is carrying weapons and is sailing towards Rangoon.

A US Navy vessel is shadowing the Kang Nam, and the Burmese generals are sure to be observing very
carefully how Washington handles a potential confrontation.

The UN resolution allows the US to challenge the Kang Nam and request an examination of its cargo, but
would not permit the Korean ship to be boarded by force.

Although North Korea is highly unlikely to submit the ship to a search, a confrontation on the high seas
could afford the Burmese regime with an indication of how Washington would react to Burmese
provocations. It could influence the way the regime pushes ahead with its so-called "roadmap to
democracy" and deals with the challenges posed by the trial of Aung San Suu Kyi and the current
Burmese army assault on the Karen armed opposition.

So far, Burma has been able to count on the continued support of its two UN allies, China and Russia,
who can use their veto powers to block any Security Council action against the regime,

A recent visit to China by Burma's second highest ranking general, Maung Aye, appeared to be an
attempt to secure a reassurance of Beijing’s continued support.

Chinese Vice President Xi Jinping reminded Maung Aye that Burma was among the first group of
countries to forge diplomatic ties with China, and he said the two countries should implement on-going
projects to boost their economies. China begins work on a 1,100 km gas and oil pipeline to Burma in
September.

Russia’s position became clear on Sunday, when the country’s Foreign Ministry announced that Moscow
has rejected the use of political and economic pressure to influence the Burmese regime. According to
the news website, www. itar-tass.com, Russia opposed attempts to internationalize the internal situation
in Burma, because it does not endanger peace and security in the region and the world at large.

"We see no reasons why the UN Security Council should discuss Myanmar (Burma),” the statement said.

Knowing that the latest UN resolution is in reality toothless, the Burmese generals have invited UN
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to visit their country again.

Ban visited Burma after last year's devastating Cyclone Nargis and was instrumental in getting the
isolationist government to allow more foreign relief workers into the country. Observers are asking what
he can achieve this time.

Political observers are now speculating that, ignoring global outrage and international diplomatic
pressure, the court in Insein Prison will find detained democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi guilty of
harboring an American intruder.

A source closed to the Naypyidaw center of power, told The Irrawaddy that Burma's junta leader has
already ordered the Insein Prison court to hand Suu Kyi a three-year sentence.

News

Official: N. Korean ship carries weapons to Myanmar
AP — 22 June 2009

By Hyung-Jin Kim

SEOUL, South Korea — A North Korean-flagged ship under close watch in Asian waters is believed to be
heading toward Myanmar carrying small arms cargo banned under a new U.N. resolution, a South
Korean intelligence official said Monday.

Still, analysts say a high seas interception — something North Korea has said it would consider an act of
war — is unlikely.

The Kang Nam, accused of engaging in illicit trade in the past, is the first vessel monitored under the new
sanctions designed to punish the North for its defiant nuclear test last month. The U.S. military began
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tracking the ship after it left a North Korean port on Wednesday on suspicion it was carrying illicit
weapons.

A South Korean intelligence official said Monday that his agency believes the North Korean ship is
carrying small weapons and is sailing toward the Myanmar city of Yangon.

The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity citing the sensitive nature of the information, said he
could provide no further details.

Myanmar's military government, which faces an arms embargo from the U.S. and the European Union,
reportedly has bought weapons from North Korea in the past.

The Irrawaddy, an online magazine operated by independent exiled journalists from Myanmar, reported
Monday that the North Korean ship would dock at the Thilawa port, some 20 miles (30 kilometers) south
of Yangon, in the next few days.

The magazine cited an unidentified port official as saying that North Korean ships have docked there in
the past. The magazine's in-depth coverage of Myanmar has been generally reliable in the past.

South Korean television network YTN reported Sunday that the ship was streaming toward Myanmar but
said the vessel appeared to be carrying missiles and related parts. The report cited an unidentified
intelligence source in South Korea.

Kim Jin-moo, an analyst at Seoul's state-run Korea Institute for Defense Analyses, said the North is
believed to have sold guns, artillery and other small weapons to Myanmar but not missiles, which it has
been accused of exporting to Iran and Syria.

The U.N. sanctions, which toughen an earlier arms embargo against North Korea, ban the country from
exporting all weapons and weapons-related material, meaning any weapons shipment to Myanmar would
violate the resolution.

The Security Council resolution calls on all 192 U.N. member states to inspect North Korean vessels on
the high seas "if they have information that provides reasonable grounds to believe that the cargo"
contains banned weapons or material to make them. But that requires approval from the North.

If the North refuses to give approval, it must direct the vessel "to an appropriate and convenient port for
the required inspection by the local authorities."

North Korea, however, is unlikely to allow any inspection of its cargo, making an interception unlikely, said
Hong Hyun-ik, an analyst at the Sejong Institute think tank outside Seoul.

A senior U.S. military official told The Associated Press on Friday that a Navy ship, the USS John S.
McCain, is relatively close to the North Korean vessel but had no orders to intercept it. The official spoke
on condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the issue.

Any chance for an armed skirmish between the two ships is low, analysts say, though the North Korean
crew is possibly armed with rifles.

"It's still a cargo ship. A cargo ship can't confront a warship,” said Baek Seung-joo of the Korea Institute
for Defense Analyses.

Tension on the Korean peninsula has been running high since the North's May 25 nuclear test, with
Pyongyang and Washington exchanging near-daily accusations against each other.

President Barack Obama assured Americans in an interview broadcast Monday that the U.S. is prepared
for any move North Korea might make amid media reports that Pyongyang is planning a long-range
missile test in early July.

"This administration — and our military — is fully prepared for any contingencies,” Obama said during an
interview with CBS News' "The Early Show."

Still, ever defiant, North Korea declared itself a "proud nuclear power" and warned Monday that it would
strike if provoked.



"As long as our country has become a proud nuclear power, the U.S. should take a correct look at whom
it is dealing with," the country's main Rodong Sinmun said in commentary. "It would be a grave mistake
for the U.S. to think it can remain unhurt if it ignites the fuse of war on the Korean peninsula.”

Associated Press writer Grant Peck in Bangkok and Jae-soon Chang in Seoul contributed to this report.

North Korean vessel exposes Pyongyang-Naypyitaw axi S
Mizzima - 22 June 2009

by Mungpi

New Delhi - As the United States continues to track a North Korean frigate off the coast of China, analysts
are calling for closer inspection of the vessel in order to confirm suspected military to military ties between
the two estranged Asian nations.

A Burmese military analyst said today the United States should request permission to search on board
the North Korean ship, the Kang Nam, tracked by the US Navy since shortly after leaving port in its home
country on Wednesday.

Htay Aung, a researcher at the Thailand-based Network for Democracy and Development (NDD),
remarked, “If the vessel is confirmed to be the Kang Nam, then it should be searched as it is highly likely
to carry weapons meant for Burma.”

Htay Aung, who has closely followed earlier incidences of the Kang Nam harboring at Rangoon’s Thilawa
Port, said North Korea and Burma maintain a secret arms trade at least partly facilitated by the travels of
the Kang Nam.

The U.S. Navy destroyer U.S.S. McCain is tracking the North Korean freighter, suspected of carrying
missiles and related material, and has reportedly requested permission from headquarters to conduct a
search of the ship.

North Korea, which recently conducted a missile test as well as a May 25th nuclear test, is under
revamped United Nations sanctions which includes a complete ban on the import and export of weapons
and allows ships suspected of carrying arms to be stopped and requested for permission to be searched.

On Sunday, a South Korean News Agency, YTN, citing unidentified intelligence sources, reported that the
Kang Nam vessel is heading towards Burma, which is also subject to a U.S. and European Union’s arms
embargo.

Htay Aung said the Kang Nam, one of five similar ships North Korea uses in its weapons trade, has been
previously spotted at Burmese ports.

In May 2007, Burma’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs issued a statement which they circulated among
diplomats and embassies in Burma saying a North Korean vessel, the Kang Nam I, had been allowed to
harbor at Rangoon’s Thilawa Port on humanitarian grounds.

The statement said the vessel was allowed to harbor on humanitarian grounds as the vessel developed
engine trouble while in Burmese coastal waters.

Inspection by Burmese authorities later reportedly found nothing suspicious, the statement added.

Similarly, Burmese authorities permitted another North Korean cargo ship, the MV Bong Hoafan, to
anchor at a port in November 2006 under similar circumstances. Burmese authorities also announced
then that they had conducted an inspection and "found no suspicious material or military equipment” on
board.

“If the Kang Nam reaches the Burmese shore, the junta will make a similar statement as earlier made. But
we know that North Korea and Burma have secret relations,” Htay Aung said.

Citing sources within the military establishment and civilians close to the military, Htay Aung said he has
been aware that the Burmese junta is secretly working for the development of a nuclear arsenal.
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Though it might be still a long way off for the Burmese regime to reach the stage of weaponry in their
nuclear development, Htay Aung said with countries like North Korea assisting the regime, it might not be
impossible.

“North Korea is already mostly isolated and they are looking at Burma as a regime of their own kind. So, it
might not be too difficult for the regime to get the necessary expertise from North Korea," he said, adding
that the continued thawing of Naypyitaw-Pyongyang relations is quite alarming.

In April 2007, North Korea and Burma restored diplomatic ties after a break of 24 years following an
assassination attempt in Rangoon by North Korean Agents targeting visiting South Korean President
Chun Doo-Hwan.

But analysts said both countries have been working to restore relations for some time now, with former
Burmese Foreign Minister Win Aung, purged along with Military Intelligence Chief and then Prime Minister
Khin Nyunt in November 2004, both secretly paying visits to North Korea.

According to an email message from Roland Watson, who closely monitors Burma’s defense
developments for the U.S.-based Dictator Watch, the United States has fair knowledge about the
Burmese regime’s nuclear ambitions and their activities but has withheld information.

“By identifying the Kang Nam and its cargo of missile components, the United States has demonstrated
that it is well informed about these relationships,” he said.

He called on the U.S. government to reveal the information they have on the Burmese regime’s nuclear
ambitions and their secret activities in trying to develop a nuclear weapon.

Under Section 10 of the Tom Lantos Block Burmese JADE (Junta's Anti-Democratic Efforts) Act of 2008,
the State Department is required to prepare a report on military and intelligence aid to Burma. Subsection
3 of the Act covers weapons of mass destruction (WMD).

This report, under the terms of the Act, should have been made publicly available by the end of January,
but the State Department has to date failed to come up with the report, Watson explained.

Meanwhile, Htay Aung said unless the frigate is thoroughly checked before it arrives off the Burmese
coast, its cargo may never be known for certain.

Sanctions enacted against North Korea, though, specify force may not be used to board a vessel on the
high seas in order to inspect its cargo. Consequently, if the Kang Nam is able to reach Burmese territorial
waters without stopping en route then it may prove impossible for the United States to conduct an
inspection without violating international law.

However, if, as some analysts suspect, the Kang Nam is due to call on port in Singapore prior to visiting
Burma then the United States can request Singaporean authorities to conduct a search of the boat prior
to permitting the vessel's onward travel.

U.N. envoy en route to Rangoon ahead of boss's visi t
Mizzima - 22 June 2009

by Larry Jagan

Bangkok - United Nations Special Envoy Ibrahim Gambari is scheduled to arrive in Burma later this week
to pave the way for the proposed visit of U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon in early July.

The U.N. diplomat’s trip is expected to start on Friday, according to a Burmese government official. “It will
be a short visit to discuss the national reconciliation process and make arrangements for Mr. Ban’s visit,”
the official said on condition of anonymity.

U.N. officials, when contacted, were not prepared to discuss the visit, only saying that nothing can be
confirmed at this stage. Other sources, though, said Gambari’s trip was already being planned and was
very likely to go ahead as scheduled. Several diplomats in Rangoon told Mizzima that while nothing is yet
confirmed, they expect to see the U.N. Envoy arrive towards the end of the week.
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“If Ban Ki-moon is coming to Burma in July then Gambari — as his Special Envoy — would have to lay the
groundwork for the visit,” a Western diplomat in Rangoon told Mizzima, declining to be identified.

Asian diplomatic sources believe that Ban will travel to Burma from June 30th to July 2nd immediately
after his scheduled visit to Tokyo to meet government leaders and leading business people. His itinerary
after that is undecided but a visit to Burma is a "possibility,” U.N. spokeswoman Michelle Montas told
journalists in New York on Friday.

Publicly, U.N. officials will only confirm the Secretary General has yet to make up his mind. Privately,
however, many diplomats who have good contact with Ban have told Mizzima over the last two weeks
that he is very keen to go. The UN chief has been invited to visit Burma in July, according to Burmese
government officials who say they have yet to receive a reply to the invitation.

It is expected the U.N. Envoy is going to be carrying the formal response with him —in the form of a letter
from Ban Ki-moon to General Than Shwe, the junta’s top general. As yet it is unclear whether Gambari
will meet the senior general this time — as on many previous visits the junta leader has refused to see
him.

The U.N. boss is unlikely to go to Burma without some kind of offer from the top general. Most diplomats
in Rangoon believe the Secretary General’s expectations will be laid out during Gambari’s trip. Two
weeks ago Ban Ki-moon told journalists at U.N. headquarters in New York: "When the time is appropriate
and conditions are ripe, as | said many times, I'm ready to visit Myanmar [Burma]. I'm working on that
now."

Ban Ki-moon last visited Burma in late May 2008 in the wake of the devastation caused by Cyclone
Nargis and chaired the donors’ meeting in Rangoon which provided crucial aid for Burma’s cyclone
victims and the country’s subsequent reconstruction plans.

During that visit the U.N. Secretary General had a one-hour meeting with Than Shwe in which there was
reportedly a frank and friendly discussion, according to Burmese military sources. Officially, Ban Ki-moon
has insisted that only humanitarian issues were discussed during that trip as that was the precondition for
the visit.

However during their talk Than Shwe asked the UN chief what he thought about the country’s “roadmap
to democracy.” And the Secretary General seized on the opportunity to urge the junta leader to make the
national reconciliation process transparent and inclusive — iterating that the National League for
Democracy must be allowed to contest the elections in 2010 for them to be credible. He also told General
Than Shwe that all political prisoners, including Aung San Suu Kyi, should be released as soon as
possible, according to U.N. officials close to Ban Ki-moon.

As the discussion came to an end, according to someone at the meeting, Than Shwe slapped his thigh
and said this was the best and most frank conversation he has ever had with a foreigner. Ban Ki-moon is
hoping that he will be able personally to build on the rapport that was established between the two men
during their exchange last May.

Apart from personally taking his boss’s response to the generals, Gambari also now has the monumental
task of preparing what he often in the past has called the “modalities of the visit.” Ban Ki-moon of course
has already made the key issues clear: "Promoting democratization, including the release of Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi and other political prisoners, has been one of my top priorities and it will continue to be my
top priority," Ban recently told journalists.

Of course both Gambari and Ban are likely to be visiting Burma during the ongoing trial of detained
opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi, also scheduled to resume on Friday. She has been charged with
breaking the terms of her house arrest last month by allowing an American to swim across the lake
behind her house and permitting him to come inside and providing him with food and drink. If convicted
she faces five years in jail.

Her fate may decide whether Ban does continue on to Burma after Japan. Gambari is expected to
discuss this with the junta’s leaders on this visit. He is also likely to be looking at the upcoming general
election, the first since 1990, scheduled for next year. Another regime concession may be publication of



the crucial electoral law. “We expect Gambatri to be the first to be shown the document that has been
drawn up months, if not a year, ago,” said a Western diplomat based in Rangoon.

Gambari will fly on to Tokyo early next week after his short visit to Burma to convey the junta’s response
to the U.N. chief, according to U.N. insiders. While this may be Gambari’s eighth and final visit to Burma
as the U.N. Special Envoy to the troubled Southeast Asian country, it may yet prove to be his most
crucial.

Russia Rejects Pressuring Burma
Irrawaddy - 22 June 2009

By Lawi Weng

The Russia Foreign Ministry Department in Moscow has rejected using political and economic pressure to
influence the Burmese government, said Moscow’s Itar-Tass Russian News Agency on Sunday.

According to the news website, www. itar-tass.com, the Russia Foreign Ministry Department said that
Russia opposed attempts to internationalize the internal situation in Burma as it did not endanger peace
and security in the region or in the world at large.

“In our opinion, the political and economic pressure on that country is counterproductive, as it enhances
isolationist feelings of the Myanmar military and exacerbates the [poor] socioeconomic position of
citizens,” the department said.

A Russian diplomat in Thailand, who participated at the forum on Burma held at Chulalongkorn University
on the anniversary of Aung San Suu Kyi's 64th birthday on Friday, June 19, said, “We don’t see Burma as
a threat and danger to world security.”

He also rejected Burmese activists’ calls on the UN to isolate the Burmese military government from the
world.

The Russian Foreign Ministry Department said that they hoped the trial of Burma’s opposition leader Suu
Kyi would be unbiased and strictly comply with national laws and humanitarian standards, and that it
would take into account international opinion.

Suu Kyi is being charged by the Burmese government and held in Rangoon’s Insein prison on charges of
violating her house arrest after an American man swam to her lakeside home. If she is found guilty, she
could be sentenced to five years in prison. She has already served more than 13 years in detention under
house arrest.

Meanwhile, Burmese activists and the international community have called on the UN to put more
pressure on the Burmese government to release Suu Kyi. The activists have also called for Asean to
suspend Burma as a member of the organization.

Russia has kept a strong relationship with the Burmese military, and several thousand Burmese military
officials and technicians have studied in Russia.

In 2007, Russia’s federal nuclear agency, Rosatom, announced they were collaborating in the
construction of a 10 megawatt nuclear reactor in Burma. According to the Russians and the Burmese, the
small reactor could only be used for the production of isotopes for use in the medical, agricultural and
industrial sectors.

Russia and China, who are permanent members of the UN Security Council, have opposed putting the
Burma issue on the agenda at the UN Security Council.

The two countries have kept strong relationships with the Burmese government and have rarely criticized
the Burmese government.

However, China recently told Burmese junta No.2 Gen Maung Aye to promote democracy in the country
when he visited China last week.
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Activists call on India to release jailed ‘Freedom Fighters’
Mizzima - 22 June 2009

by Mungpi

New Delhi — Twenty-one Burmese activists were briefly detained by Bangladesh police on Monday for
holding a demonstration in front of the Indian Embassy in Dhaka demanding the immediate release of 34
Burmese rebels currently lodged in an Indian jail and facing trial.

The activists, who were later released in the evening, call on the Indian government to immediately
release the 34 ethnic Karen and Arakanese rebels as they are ‘Freedom Fighters’ and not insurgents or
gun-runners.

“We were calling for the release of the 34 Burmese Freedom Fighters in front of the Indian Embassy. We
were shouting slogans but the police came and took us away,” Kan Myint, Secretary 2 of the All Arakan
Student and Youth Congress (AASYC), the group organising the protest, told Mizzima from the police
station.

The protest rally was conducted as part of the ‘Global Day of Action’ for the release of the 34 Burmese
rebels, who were arrested by Indian authorities in February 1998. As part of the campaign, activists held
demonstrations in Thailand, Bangladesh, Australia, Germany, Sweden and the UK.

The 34 Burmese rebels, members of the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and National Unity Party
of Arakan (NUPA), armed groups fighting against the Burmese junta, were arrested on Landfall Island of
the Andaman and Nicobar Islands by Indian authorities during a joint military exercise known as
“Operation Leech” in February 1998.

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), acting as the prosecution, has charged the rebels for gun-
running, but the rebels say they were tricked by an Indian intelligence officer who promised them a base
in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands in return for monitoring Chinese naval activities.

They were subsequently detained on Andaman Island for more than eight years without any legal charge-
sheet filed. But in October 2006, after an appeal by human rights lawyer Nandita Haksar, the Supreme
Court ordered a transfer to Kolkata and the conduct of a day-to-day trial.

On Monday, the court in Kolkata was supposed to have resumed the trial but Akshya Kumar Sharma, one
of the defense counsels, said the judge instead adjourned court and fixed the next hearing for August 3.

According to the defense team, the 34 rebels, if found guilty, could be further detained and face
deportation. Moreover, even if they are proved innocent, since they are foreigners they are still vulnerable
to deportation unless granted asylum under the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and
accepted by a third country for protection.

Activists and campaigners have expressed concern that if they are deported to Burma it would be like
sending them to the gallows to meet their end, and call on the Indian government to immediately release
them and allow them to resettle in a third country.

“This global day of action is to call on the Indian government to end the trial, release the freedom fighters
and allow them to resettle in a third country,” May Pearl Tun of the Karen Community Association UK said
in a statement.

“Laws concerning terrorists should not be used against these people who have engaged only for their
right of freedom for their country. This case is damaging India’s reputation. Today’s day of action is the
start of a new global campaign for justice,” said the letter submitted by activists to Indian Embassies in six
countries.

The Czech Republic and East Timor previously expressed their willingness to accept the freedom fighters
into their countries.

Additional information contributed by Salai Pi Pi & Niang Boi
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Suu Kyi thanks supporters for birthday wishes
Mizzima - 23 June 2009

by Phanida

Chiang Mai - Burma’s opposition leader and Nobel Peace Prize winner Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has
thanked the thousands of people both at home and abroad who wished her a ‘Happy 64th Birthday’ on
June 19, which she spent confined in Rangoon's Insein Prison.

The Burmese pro-democracy leader, during a meeting with her lawyers on Monday, conveyed her sincere
gratitude to all supporters and well-wishers for remembering her on her birthday and wishing her good
health.

Nyan Win, one of her lawyers as well as her party’s spokesperson, relayed the following message on her
behalf, “As | am in no place to personally reply to all those who wish me well on my birthday, please
convey my gratitude to all on my behalf.”

On Friday, June 19, as the Burma’s democracy icon turned 64, supporters, activists and well-wishers both
inside Burma and abroad held various activities to mark her birthday and to call for her release. Birthday
activities ranged from simple protests rallies to solidarity concerts and internet messaging.

World leaders including British Prime Minister Gordon Brown as well as celebrities including David
Beckham and Julia Roberts sent a 64-word birthday message through the website 64wordsforsuu.com,
created explicitly for the occasion.

The birthday wishes and activities calling for the release of Aung San Suu Kyi came as the Burmese
opposition leader is facing trial in Insein prison under charges of breaching her detention law, which could
find her spending another five years under detention if convicted.

On Monday, her legal team of four lawyers — Nyan Win, Kyi Win, Hla Myo Myint and Daw Khin Htay Kywe
— was allowed a meeting with her in Insein Prison for about three hours to discuss the case and ongoing
trial.

Nyan Win, however, declined to explain further details of their discussion.

Last week, the High Court accepted an appeal by her lawyers to review an earlier ruling to bar two out of
the four defense witnesses. Arguments for the inclusion of all defense withesses are scheduled to be
heard tomorrow.

Meanwhile, the case against Aung San Suu Kyi is currently set to reconvene on Friday with the testimony
of the second defense.

KNLA Brigade 7 HO Falls—Thailand Repatriates Refuge _es
Irrawaddy — 22 June 2009

By Saw Yan Naing

A joint force of Burmese army troops and soldiers of the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA) seized
the headquarters of the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) Brigade 7 on Sunday, its most important
victory in a weeks-long offensive in the Burmese-Thai border area,

As fighting raged, Karen sources said the Thai authorities are forcibly repatriating refugees who had fled
to Thailand.

The fall of the brigade headquarters of the Karen National Union (KNU) military wing was confirmed by
Maj Hla Ngwe, joint secretary (1) of the KNU, who said KNLA forces would now resort to “guerrilla
tactics.” only one KNLA Brigade 7 base remained intact, he said.

Hla Ngwe said seven soldiers of the attacking force had died when the assault on the Brigade 7
headquarters began on June 19.

KNU sources say the KNLA’s Brigade 7 has also lost three battalion bases—21, 22 and 101. Half of the
battalion 202 base has also been taken.
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Hla Ngwe said the loss of the KNLA Brigade 7 headquarters could have an effect on the work of Burmese
opposition organizations based in the Thai border town of Mae Sot.

About 4,000 Karen refugees have fled to Thailand since the offensive began in the first week of June.
Many are being forced by the Thai authorities to return to Burma, according to local sources.

The Karen Women Organization (KWO) issued a statement on Monday saying it was deeply concerned
about the repatriation of Karen families from Tha Song Yang in Thailand’s Tak Province, and appealing
for international action to help the refugees.

Aid groups, including the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, and Thai authorities are now
discussing the problem.

KWO Secretary Dah Eh Kler said: “Thai authorities should at least wait and assess the situation. Forcing
these people to return during the rainy season and to places where they still have every reason to fear for
their lives is inhuman and a violation of their rights.”

The KWO said the repatriated Karen faced human rights abuses and even death.
“Women are vulnerable to rape if they are forced to return,” said the KWO statement, drawing attention to
the rape and murder last week of two young Karen women by Burmese soldiers.

The two women, aged 17 and 18, were caught by Burmese army soldiers in Kwee Law Plo village in Pa-
an district when their husbands fled into the jungle. The soldiers, from Infantry Battalion 205, raped and
then murdered the women, one of whom was pregnant and the other was the mother of a six-months-old
baby.

Thai authorities tell Karen refugees to go home
DVB - 22 June 2009

Karen refugees in Thailand are reportedly being told by Thai authorities to return to their homes in Burma,
despite concerns that many villages near the border are littered with landmines.

Around 4000 Karen have fled Burma in recent weeks as a Burmese army offensive against the opposition
Karen National Union (KNU) has intensified.

The European Union has called for the Burmese government to comply with international humanitarian
law regarding the offensive, amid reports that Karen villagers still in the conflict zone were being forcibly
recruited into the Burmese army.

Thailand has so far remained quiet on the issue, despite the Burmese government mouthpiece New Light
of Myanmar newspaper accusing the Thai government of providing “fertile soils to [Burmese] insurgent
groups”.

The Karen Women'’s Organisation (KWO) today released a statement saying they are “very concerned”
about the possibility of forced repatriation because of what awaits the villagers upon their return.

“The local [Thai] authorities just come to the people and asked them to go back” said KWO secretary,
Dah Eh Kiler.

According to the KWO, Karen villagers face the prospect of being forced to walk in front of troop patrols
as minesweeper, while rape of women is a real threat: last week two Karen women, both teenagers, were
raped and murdered by the Burmese army.

“Wherever the Burma army goes there is widespread human rights abuses and rape is just another
weapon used by them against the people to dominate and control them,” said a spokesperson from the
Free Burma Rangers (FBR) relief organisation.

There has been speculation that the reason for such a response by the Thai authorities is due to pressure
from the Burmese government and Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA), who are fighting alongside
Burmese troops in the offensive.

“It would be more likely for it to be the DKBA behind all this,” he said.
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“They basically want those people back in their area of control so they can dominate everyone and force
them to be human minesweepers [and be used for] forced labour.”

There are also suggestions that the DKBA will force villagers to help them with their new role as border
guards.

“Now SPDC asked DKBA to become border guard, they need to recruit [and] if our people go back, they
will be forced to become army” said Dah Eh Kler.

Reports last week stated that the DKBA and Burmese army had ceased firing mortars, some of which had
landed on Thai soil.

Some are skeptical however as to how long the ceasefire will last, with “absolutely no guarantee that the
DKBA won'’t again restart attacking their own people,” according to the FBR spokesperson.

KWO meanwhile have described conditions that refugees are currently living as “very hard”.

There have been mixed reports about whether there is sufficient food, although KWO confirmed that
diarrhea is prevalent, while “most people are suffering from malaria”.

Reporting by Daniella Nayu

Micro Credit in USDA’s Election Plan
Irrawaddy - 22 June 2009

By Wai Moe

The Union Solidarity and Development Association (USDA), a mass organization backed by the Burmese
military junta, has expanded its micro credit projects across the country ahead of the 2010 elections.

Sources close to the USDA said that the organization has increased funding for micro loans for farmer in
rural areas of Rangoon Division and other parts of the country.

“In the Eastern District of Rangoon Division, the USDA have loaned Kyat 50,000 (about US $ 50) per acre
to farmers. The project started at the beginning of this monsoon season,” a source said. He added the
loan project is a part of the plan by the military backed political party to win people’s hearts and minds in
the coming elections.

Although micro credit has been given to farmers in some areas for the first time this season, the USDA
has been making loans in other parts of Burma for at least two years.

“In Taikkyi Township, Rangoon Division, small loans have been given to farmers for two years. The
farmers got Kyat 50,000 for per acre of rice field in the first year, but got more the second year,” said a
USDA member in the township.

The micro credit project has given more public relations space to the junta-backed USDA. The pro-junta
organization has had a bad name since their participation in the 2003 Depayin Massacre, which brutally
ambushed pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi's motorcade, and the September 2007 crackdown
on demonstrators.

The military junta is allowing the USDA to become involved in rural social development projects ahead of
the elections scheduled for 2010. Such projects include road building roads, plant propagation, provision

of educational and medical facilities upcountry, performing relief work in the Irrawaddy delta after Cyclone
Nargis, as well as providing micro credit.

Though the USDA is not the official ruling party in Burma, USDA leaders often meet with foreign
delegations on a party to party basis.

In early June, Htay Oo, general secretary of the USDA, attended a North Korean film event in Rangoon,
which marked the 45th anniversary of the North Korean leader Kim Jong II's seat on the central
committee of the ruling Worker’s Party of Korea.
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Though the junta has yet to announce the election date officially, the leaders of the USDA have been
campaigning across the country.

The junta’s mouthpiece, The New Light of Myanmar reported on Monday that an executive leader of the
USDA, Burmese Information Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan, met more than 23,000 people in Saw
Township, Magway Division in central Burma last week—observers believe this kind of trip is a part of the
election campaign.

Amid Myanmar's Gloom, Pro Soccer Gives Locals a Cha __nce to Cheer
Wall Street Journal - 23 June 2009

By A WSJ Staff Reporter

Under the Police State's Watchful Eye, Fans Brave Monsoons, Vendors Hawk Betel Nuts

YANGON, Myanmar -- On a recent stormy evening here, a soccer player fired the winning goal to give his
team, Okkthar United, a 2-1 victory over Delta United. Running with his arms outstretched, he veered
towards the sidelines while thousands of fans screamed and smashed cymbals and drums.

Public displays of emotion are uncommon in Myanmar, a secretive police state. It's technically illegal for
more than five people to gather in one place, and while the rule is selectively enforced, many residents
live in fear they're being watched by military intelligence.

But little of that seems to matter on game days of the Myanmar National League, the country's first
professional soccer league and a rare local experiment in free expression. Launched in May, it features
eight teams, players from as far as the Ivory Coast, Cameroon and Argentina, and the ever-present
watchful eye of Myanmar's military machine.

Most player salaries range from $200 to $1,000 a month. The Man of the Match -- awarded for each
game's top performer -- gets the equivalent of $500. By comparison, Spanish club Real Madrid just
offered $131 million to attract Portuguese star Cristiano Ronaldo.

Yet pro soccer -- or football as it's more widely known in Asia -- has stirred up passion in this grim city,
which has suffered years of neglect since the military took over in 1962. The season opener featured a
ceremony at Yangon's Thuwanna Stadium attended by the prime minister, hip-hop artists and a phalanx
of armed soldiers with riot gear. Scalpers reportedly sold tickets for ten times their $1 face value.

At another weekday afternoon game, as many as 10,000 fans and soldiers braved monsoon rains to pack
Yangon's other big stadium, named after the father of famed dissident Aung San Suu Kyi. Other games
have drawn similar crowds. Fans show up by the busload toting noisemakers, while hundreds of armed
soldiers mingle through the crowd, or stand on the sidelines.

"l wanted my children to see this," said Kyin Htay, a paint importer, who sat next to his three young boys -
- and multiple soldiers -- while hawkers sold betel nuts nearby. With any luck, he said, the league could
help Myanmar develop the talent to compete on a global stage, despite stiff Western sanctions that make
it an international pariah. Myanmar's national team ranks 155th, according to FIFA, global soccer's
governing body, below St. Vincent and the Grenadines, but better than Samoa. Spain is ranked first; the
U.S. is 14th. Several teams are tied for last place, at 202.

Soccer has had a political edge in Myanmar -- formerly known as Burma -- in the past. In the days when
George Orwell worked there, as a colonial police officer before World War Il, residents cheered against
English teams to show disrespect for the colonial power. In more recent years, fans booed teams that had
members of Myanmar's despised but powerful military.

Intellectuals dismiss the new league as a ploy by the junta to distract people from Myanmar's deepening
economic and political problems, including the ongoing trial of Ms. Suu Kyi, a Nobel laureate. The U.S.
suspects Myanmar is about to receive a weapons shipment from a North Korean ship now being
monitored by the U.S. Navy. Foreign diplomats and others say teams are controlled by oligarchs with ties
to the military.
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According to local media reports and the Myanmar Football Federation, the owner of Yangon United is
Tay Za, a tycoon whose empire has ranged from gems trading to a local airline; the U.S. blacklisted Mr.
Tay Za and family members in 2007 and froze their assets because of ties to the junta. Attempts to reach
Mr. Tay Za were unsuccessful, but he has denied allegations against him in the past, including a posting
on his airline's Web site in which he says he has been unfairly targeted by a "surging stream of damaging
misinformation.”

Soccer was first brought to Myanmar in the 1870s by Sir J. George Scott, an adventurer and onetime war
correspondent. Enthusiasm for the sport continued after the Burmese booted out the British in the 1940s.
The country built up one of Asia’'s most formidable programs, with its national team winning regional
championships in the 1960s and 1970s. Junta leaders viewed the team as way of bolstering national
pride, and reminded citizens in state-run newspapers that supporting soccer was a way of expressing
patriotism.

But as Myanmar's economy sank under international sanctions and the military's neglect, the country's
soccer prowess waned. By the 1990s, the national team was often a source of embarrassment, and in
2000, it abruptly withdrew from qualifying matches for the World Cup 2002 -- a retreat for which it offered
no explanation at the time. International soccer authorities then disqualified the team from the 2006 Cup
as well.

As the national team fizzled, fans had to settle for amateur league games played by squads linked to
government departments, with names such as "Central Supply and Transport Depot" and "Forestry."

The new league aims to change that. In an email, Ko Soe Moe, a spokesman for the Myanmar Football
Federation, said the league was created because "Myanmar football needs to change to professional to
get more achievements in international competitions.” He also said the league wants "to "create
entertainment for local fans."

According to the group's Web site, its executive committee includes officials from government offices,
businessmen and people with ties to the military.

The league -- whose slogan is "For the League -- For the Nation" -- features an initial tournament ending
July 5, with a full season expected as early as next year. Most players are from Myanmar, but several
teams have a handful of imports.

Much of the action is slow, and daily downpours, common in Yangon this time of year, turn many games
into mudfests. But there are also moments of drama and skill. "Football in this manner could only be seen
before" in European leagues, said Soe Moe, a furniture salesman who attends matches.

Members of Myanmar's online community -- at times a forum for antigovernment commentary -- also
approve. "Magway is rocking," noted one chat-room participant, about league-leading Magway FC, which
represents part of central Myanmar.

Many players have become local celebrities, especially foreigners. The foreign players spend time
hanging out in hotels, where they live. Reached by phone in his room one recent day, Fernando Rojas,
an Argentine player for Delta United FC, said people in Myanmar were "very agreeable," but added,
"there isn't much to do here."

His teammate, 24-year-old Rodrigo Gomez, said he was gratified to see locals wearing Argentine jerseys
in the stands. "For some of the players, it's their first time playing professionally, so maybe they have to
learn some things," he said. "We come from Argentina; maybe we're experienced in playing in different
countries.”

Politics are off-limits on the field, though, he said. "We know that the army has control," but "we just come
here and talk about football.”

Tough job for Burma Army to wipe out Wa
SHAN - 22 June 2009

Hseng Khio Fah
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Since the junta’s transforming into border security force proposal was rejected by almost all the ceasefire
groups, its military has been in preparation to break the groups militarily, especially the United Wa State
Army (UWSA), according to SHAN sources.

However, wiping off the United Wa State Army (UWSA) is easier said than done, says a veteran border
watcher.

“It is not easy for the Burma Army to break the Wa even though they [junta] possess heavy weapons,” he
said. “For one thing, the Wa could join hands with the Shan State Army (SSA) ‘South’. Then the war
would not be over in a short time.”

According to him, there are many reasons why the Burma Army is unlikely to enjoy an easy win over the
Wa:

* In combat, a Burma Army infantry battalion has only 156 soldiers

» More officers than men, for example, the Defense Service Academy (DSA) alone produces 3,000 each
year

» There are no effective proxies to fight against the Wa in Shan State like the Democratic Karen Buddhist
Army (DKBA) against the Karen National Union (KNU) in Karen State

* Inadequate food and supplies for its soldiers

* Since 1989, the Tatmadaw has become a fundraising force instead of being a fighting force

Latest report says two tactical operations commands (TOCs) from Light Infantry Divisions (LID) #66 and
77 both based in Pegu division are due to arrive in July in Mongton and Monghsat townships, opposite
Chiangmai province, a local source said.

Earlier this month, the Kalaw based LID #55 was reported to be moving to Piangkham, Monghsat
township, opposite Chiangmai’s Mae Ai district. But now it is likely to be dispatched to Mongyang and
Mongkhark areas surrounding the northern Wa territory on the Sino-Burma border.

KIO campaigns over 'known-result'
Kachin News Group - 22 June 2009

The 'Known-Result' --- where the people of Kachin State have rejected the Burmese junta’s proposal of
transforming the Kachin Independence Army (KIA), the armed-ring of KIO into a battalion of 'Border
Guard Force' is being widely spread in a campaign by the Kachin Independence Organization (KIO), one
of largest ethnic ceasefire groups in the country.

The special campaign has been launched by the KIO to explain the pressure by the junta on the KIA to
transform at both the organizational level and among the Kachin public in Kachin State and Northeast
Shan State since early this month, said KIO leaders.

The people in the political-wing of the KIO are taking the responsibility of presenting the campaigns which
is month-long and will be concluded this month.

The campaign is also being organized not only in the areas controlled by KIO/A--- Eastern, Northern and
Western regions of Kachin State and Southern region in Northeast Shan State but also in the areas under
the administration of the junta in Kachin and Shan States, said KIO officials in Laiza headquarters on the
Sino-Burma border in Kachin State.

On June 15, during the campaign in Tang Hpre village, 27 miles north of Myitkyina under the
administration of the junta, the people were not allowed a question-answer session with KIO presenters.
They were asked to send their written suggestions to the KIO central committee, said local participants.

The KlO-sought suggestion is only about facts which may help the KIO during the dialogue between the
junta and KIO delegates over the question of transforming KIA as a battalion of a '‘Border Guard Force',
added participants.

The campaign was joined by over 60 people including local elders, pastors, preachers, and ordinary
residents in Tang Hpre and villages between Nawng Nang, 10 miles north of Myitkyina and Tang Hpre,
said local villagers.
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In the Tang Hpre campaign, the three KIO presenters are being led by Salang Kaba Lajawng Hkawng
Lum, head of Department of General Administration (DGA) of KIO.

Dr. Manam Tu Ja, Vice-President No. 2 of KIO said suggestions will be garnered from the people in the
organizations (KIO/KIA) and from the Kachin public in the country and abroad. The KIO central committee
will decide whether the KIA will be converted to a guard force or not based on the suggestions.

Dr. Tu Ja said that the KIO/A has always sought the Kachin public's suggestion as much as possible
throughout the political history of KIO/A.

He said the KIO/A sought suggestions first from the Kachin people before they started an armed struggle
for secession on February 5, 1961; before changing its stance to the demand for a self-determined state
without seceding from the Union in 1976; before signing the ceasefire agreement with the junta in
February 24, 1994 and before the KIO attended the junta-convened National Convention on drafting the
country's new constitution in 2004.

Now, the KIO/A is asking for suggestions from all Kachins before the central committee arrives at a
decision on the transformation of the KIA proposed by the junta, Dr. Tu Ja added.

Old Kachin politicians and elders in Kachin State said, the KIO leaders generally ignore the people's
suggestion after seeking suggestions from them.

The KIO leaders were condemned by the Kachin people because they whole heartedly supported the
junta-led National Convention on drafting the country's new constitution which concluded in 2007. It also
approved the new constitution in a referendum in May, 2008 against the Kachin people's wishes.

The Kachin people think that the junta's pressure on the KIA to transform is the result of the KIO
supporting the National Convention and the Referendum.

Banks skim money from Burmese farmers
DVB — 23 June 2009

The Burmese government’s agricultural bank is skimming money from agricultural loans for farmers and
using it in their own loan sharking ventures, say the opposition National League for Democracy party.

The government’s central bank offers farmers monthly loans of 10,000 kyat ($US10) per acre of farmland
through local town-level agricultural banks.

A member of the Farmer's Committee of the National League for Democracy (NLD) said that an
agricultural bank in Rangoon division’s Htantabin town is pocketing a portion of each loan.

“The bank is cutting 250 kyat out of every 10,000 kyat loan we get for our farms,” said Maung Maung Kyi.

Htantabin townhsip has about 1200 acres of farmland, while nearby Phyuu township has about 1600
acres.

“In total, they gain about 30 million Kyat profit from all the farmlands in the township,” he said, adding that
other townships were being subject to the scheme.

According to Maung Maung Kyi, the bank had also been limiting farmers from receiving loans for more
than 10 acres of farmland per person.

A source close to the agricultural bank in Bago division’s Nyaung Lay Pin said that bank officials are
keeping the rest of the money for their own use.

Normally, agricultural loans are provided by the government’s central bank in accordance with the amount
of farmland owned by the farmer.

According to the source, local agricultural banks are setting arbitrary limitations on loans to farmers, and
pocketing money from loans to those with more than 10 acres.

“For example; if there are ten farmers in a village and they own 15 acres each, then the bank officials can
skim 500,000 from the extra acres exceeding the 10 acre limit,” said the source.
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Loans provided by the government come with very small interest and so officials “can play loan sharking
[with more interest] with the money they skim”, said the source, before they have to return it to the
government at the end of harvesting season.

He also said that officials from Bago’s agricultural bank, working together with local village authorities, are
forcing farmers to buy fertilizer from them with a elevated price if they want to receive the loan.

The agricultural banks in Rangoon and Bago divisions were unavailable for comments.
Reporting by Ahunt Phone Myat

Army enlists youths as porters in Mandalay
Mizzima - 22 June 2009

by May Kyaw

Chiang Mai - At least 50 youths hailing from central Burma’'s Mandalay division were forcibly enlisted on
June 1 by the Burmese Army to work as porters to carry military material such as rations and equipment,
local villagers said.

Youths, from at least seven villages in Mandalay division’s Thabeikkyin region, known for its gold mines,
were forcibly enlisted to work as porters to carry army paraphernalia on the evening of June 1.

“The youths were whisked away in five army trucks. The young men here use to relax at night in
teashops. The troops arrived suddenly and took them away,” a local told Mizzima over telephone.

Another local resident revealed, “We have never seen anything like this here in Thabeikkyin town. This is
the first time such a thing has happened. But people said those taken away came back by shelling out
100,000 kyat (USD 100) each. About five have reportedly come back.”

While it is still not clear which battalion of the army had taken them away to wok as porters, locals believe
that it could the Light Infantry Battalion (LIB) 148, based near Kyuak Hlebe village in Thabeikkyin
Township.

Thabiekkyin Township is well known for gold mining activity and it attracts businessmen as well as people
from other townships including Wutlet, Ayardaw and Thantse. Many come and work in the mines.

Myanmar to host ASEAN meeting on combating transnat ional crime
Xinhua — 22 June 2009

YANGON -- Myanmar will host the 9th meeting of senior officials of the Association of the Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) on combating transnational crime in the country's capital Nay Pyi Taw next
month, the local Weekly Eleven journal reported Monday.

The three-day meeting at the Office of the Myanmar War Veterans' Association is scheduled from July 1
to 3. It will be attended by representatives of dialogue partners from China, Japan, South Korea,
Australia, Russia, the European Union, the United Nations Office on Drug and Crime (UNODC) and some
other international non-governmental organizations.

Meanwhile, Myanmar has been stepping up efforts in combating human trafficking. It signed a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with Thailand in April this year as part of the country's cooperation
with neighbors in the fight.

The areas of cooperation under the MoU cover combating all aspects of human trafficking, including
prevention, protection, rehabilitation, reintegration, law enforcement, justice and developing and
implementing joint action between the two countries.

Myanmar has commended the achievements of Myanmar and Thailand along with countries of the
Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) under the commit MoU as well as other regional mechanism which
addresses the human trafficking problem, while Thailand is making arrangements to implement the plan
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of action by drafting under the MoU and combating human trafficking problem in cooperation with
government departments, non-governmental organizations and United Nations agencies.

Neighboring countries, with which Myanmar is cooperating, include China, India and Bangladesh,
Thailand as well as the Russian Federation and Vietnam.

After the promulgation of Myanmar's Prevention of Trafficking in Persons Law in 2005, the taking of
punitive action against traffickers has stopped many cases of human trafficking, the authorities said,
adding that measures are also being taken across the country to save those who fall prey to human
traffickers and to enable the victims to integrate back with their society and to rehabilitate them.

Myanmar is drafting a national-level five-year plan of eliminating human trade to step up combating the
crime. The plan covers five sectors -- cooperation through the policy, prevention, taking action, protection
of the victims and capacity building, according to the Central Committee for Prevention of Trafficking in
Persons.

In March 2004, Myanmar joined the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime
and Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons Especially Women.

The country also signed a memorandum of understanding of six-member Greater Mekong Subregion
against trafficking in persons in October 2004.

News - ASSK

EU agrees to step up Myanmar sanctions
Reuters — 19 June 2009

BRUSSELS - The European Union agreed on Friday to step up sanctions on Myanmar's military rulers for
their treatment of opponents, including detained Nobel Prize-winning opposition leader Aung San Suu
Kyi.

"Europe agreed today to step up sanctions and take further targeted measures against the Burmese
regime,” British Prime Minister Gordon Brown told a news conference after a summit of the 27 EU
member states in Brussels.

Calling Suu Kyi "perhaps now the most renowned prisoner of conscience in the world,"” he demanded an
end to her "absurd and contemptible sham trial" and her immediate and unconditional release.

Brown read from a joint statement agreed by EU leaders saying that unless Suu Kyi and 2,000 other
political prisoners were released, the credibility of elections due to be held in 2010 would be undermined.

"The EU will respond with additional targeted measures,” Brown quoted the statement as saying. "That
means we are prepared to look at further sanctions,” he said.

Suu Kyi spent her 64th birthday in Yangon's Insein jail on Friday facing another five years in detention if
found guilty of violating the terms of her house arrest by allowing an American intruder, John Yettaw, to
stay for two days after he swam to her Yangon home in early May.

The European Union extended visa bans and asset freezes on the Myanmar military government and its
backers for another year in April. The sanctions were tightened after a crackdown on peaceful pro-
democracy protests led by Buddhist monks in September 2007.

(Reporting by David Brunnstrom)

Myanmar jails Suu Kyi supporters for pagoda prayer
AFP — 21 June 2009

YANGON — Myanmar has jailed two supporters of opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi for one and a
half years for insulting religion after they prayed at a pagoda for her release, her party has said.
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Chit Pe and Aung Saw Wai, members of the detained Nobel laureate’'s National League for Democracy
(NLD) party, were each sentenced last week, according to lawyer and NLD spokesman Nyan Win.

"They were sentenced... under the act of insulting religion,” Nyan Win said.

The pair were arrested at their homes in April after they led a religious ceremony at a pagoda in Twante,
about 40 kilometres (30 miles) west of Yangon, at which they offered prayers for their leader's freedom.

In a separate case, three youth members of the NLD were arrested ten days ago and are being held in
custody, Nyan Win said.

"We do not know the details about their arrest but they were detained on remand under the Explosives
Act," Nyan Win said.

Myanmar's military regime has kept Aung San Suu Kyi in detention for 13 of the past 19 years, after
refusing to recognise the NLD's landslide victory in the country's last elections in 1990.

The pro-democracy icon is currently being held in Yangon's notorious Insein prison on charges of
breaching her house arrest rules in May, when an American man swam uninvited to her lakeside
residence.

Her supporters in the predominantly Buddhist country have traditionally prayed at pagodas for her
freedom and for the release of the country's other political prisoners.

Myanmar authorities have frequently enforced the law against insulting religion -- which carries a penalty
of up to two years in prison -- since Buddhist monks led protests against the junta in September 2007.

Aung San Suu Kyi turned 64 on Friday and supporters worldwide marked the day with calls for her
release -- from British Prime Minister Gordon Brown to US actors Julia Roberts and George Clooney.

Myanmar's top court will on Wednesday hear an appeal by her legal team to overturn a ban on two
defence witnesses in the trial.

"We are preparing our arguments for the Supreme Court," Nyan Win said.
The main trial, at Insein prison, is set to resume on Friday.

Pro-junta rights group rejects UN rights experts’ v iew of Suu Kyi’s trial
Mizzima - 19 June 2009

by Mungpi

New Delhi - A human rights group, believed to be pro Burmese junta, has rejected the statement of five
United Nations Independent Rights expert’s regarding the trial of Opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi
saying the trial is being conducted in keeping with international and domestic laws.

The Myanmar Human Rights Group, a largely unknown entity, on Thursday issued a statement, which
was published by the junta’s mouthpiece the New Light of Myanmar newspaper, condemning the UN
experts for issuing a statement that said the trial so far is not open and fair.

On June 16, five UN human rights experts issued a statement urging the Burmese regime to hold an
“open and fair” trial of the Nobel Peace Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi, her two live-in party mates, and the
American John William Yettaw.

In the statement, Leandro Despouy, the Special Rapporteur on the Independence of Judges and Lawyers
said, “So far, the trial of Aung San Suu Kyi and her aides has been marred by flagrant violations of
substantive and procedural rights.”

Joining Despouy were four other rights experts - Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Group on
Arbitrary Detention, Ms. Manuela Carmena Castrilo; the Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human
rights in Myanmar, Mr. Tomas Ojea Quintana; the Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human rights
Defenders, Ms. Margaret Sekaggya; and the Special Rapporteur on the Promotion and Protection of the
Right to Freedom of Opinion and Expression, Mr. Frank La Rue.
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But the Myanmar Human Rights Group, in its statement, said the Burmese authorities are conducting a
trial against Mr. Yettaw, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and her two aides in keeping with international standards
and domestic laws.

And “it is regretful to learn that five UN human rights Special Rapporteurs issued a statement
misleadingly on 16 June 2009,” the statement said.

The group further said the trial is being conducted fairly with the accused allowed to hire defence lawyers
of their choice. An United States Consulate officer and the local assistant were allowed to observe the
court proceedings.

Besides, the group said, though the trial is being conducted in a special court inside the Insein prison
compound because of security reasons, diplomats and journalists were also allowed to observe every
major court proceeding.

“The politicization under the pretext of human rights of the action being taken against those offenders in
accordance with the existing laws of the State is unacceptable, and the statement by those Special
Rapporteurs is hereby rejected,” the group said.

During the trial of Burmese pro-democracy leader, which began on May 18, authorities twice allowed
diplomats and journalists to enter the court room and observe the proceedings.

While allowing 14 prosecution witnesses to testify, the court disqualified three of the four witnesses that
the defence wanted to produce, allowing only one witness to testify.

At the request of the defence team, the divisional court, (a higher court), later revised the order and
allowed another witness but continued to bar the other two — Win Tin, a veteran journalist and NLD’s
executive committee member and the NLD’s vice-chairman Tin Oo, who is also under house arrest.

Suu Kyi's Eventful 21 Years in the Political Spotli ght
Irrawaddy — 19 June 2009

Burmese pro-democracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi spent her birthday on Friday as she has done for 14
previous years—in detention. Since her arrival on Burma’s political scene in August 1988, Suu Kyi has
known only seven years of freedom. The Irrawaddy looks back over those 21 eventful years...

August 24, 1988

Aung San Suu Kyi appears for the first time on the Burmese political scene, addressing an audience at
Rangoon General Hospital while the country is in the grip of martial law.

“It was Daw Suu'’s first appearance in public and we thought she wouldn’t be able to speak Burmese
fluently because she had spent years in England,” said Moe Thu, a well-known writer and former NLD
executive committee member. Suu Kyi had surprised them all by her fluency in the Burmese language, he
recalled.

August 26, 1988

Suu Kyi addresses crowds estimated to number 500,000 at mass rallies in front of Rangoon’s
Shwedagon Pagoda and announces her decision to join the struggle for democracy.

“This great struggle has arisen from the intense and deep desire of the people for a fully democratic
parliamentary system,” she declares.

September 27, 1988

The National League for Democracy (NLD) is founded by Suu Kyi and several of her closest colleagues,
including Win Tin, later to become Burma’s longest-serving political prisoner.

“We [NLD] worked for the country and for the people,” recalled Win Tin.
December 27, 1988
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Suu Kyi’'s mother Khin Kyi, widow of Burma'’s independence hero Aung San, dies. The huge funeral
procession turns into a peaceful protest against military rule. Some senior members of the ruling military
government, the State Law and Order Restoration Council, attend the funeral. Suu Kyi calls on senior
generals to enter into a dialogue.

April 5, 1989

Suu Kyi confronts army soldiers at gunpoint while campaigning in Danu Byu Township, Irrawaddy Delta.
An army major intervenes, orders the soldiers to lower their weapons—and saves Suu Kyi from possibly
being gunned down.

July 20, 1989

Suu Kyi is placed under house arrest for the first time, under a martial law order allowing her to be
detained without charge or trial for six years. Several students are taken from her Rangoon lakeside
home for questioning at the Military Intelligence Interrogation Center.

May 27, 1990

Suu Kyi's NLD scores an unexpectedly resounding victory in a general election, winning 392 of the 485
seats contested.

December 10, 1991

Suu Kyi is awarded the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize. Students hail her achievement in demonstrations at
Rangoon University on December 10-11. More than 200 are arrested and sentenced to long terms of
imprisonment.

“We demonstrated peacefully for honoring our leader who was detained, and we called for our leader’s
release, but as a result, more than 200 students were arrested unfairly,” said a protester who took part
and was given a long prison sentence.

September 20, 1994

The junta leader, Snr-Gen Than Shwe, and the then Prime Minister, Gen Khin Nyunt, hold their first
meeting with Suu Kyi, calling for national reconciliation and dialogue.

July 10, 1995
Suu Kyi is released after six years of house arrest.
March 13, 1996

Suu Kyi is forced to cancel plans to attend the trial in Mandalay of comedian Par Par Lay and members of
his Moustache Brothers troupe after the train which was to have taken her there develops a mysterious
technical fault. The Moustache Brothers got to know Suu Kyi in performances at her Rangoon home.

November 9, 1996

A vehicle carrying Suu Kyi and other senior NLD members is attacked by some 200 government-
sponsored thugs armed with knives and clubs on the Kabaraye Pagoda Road. Her driver whisks her to
safety.

July 23, 1998

Suu Kyi spends several days in her car after her way is blocked by security troops as she tries to leave
Rangoon to meet NLD officials in Irrawaddy Division. A five-day standoff ends on July 29 when the
authorities seize the car and drive her back home against her will.

September 16, 1998

Suu Kyi, her NLD and four ethnic parties found the Committee Representing the People’s Parliament
(CRPP).

August 24, 2000



Security forces block Suu Kyi’'s way in Rangoon’s Dala Township as she and NLD vice chairman Tin Oo
attempt to travel to Kungyangone and Kawmu townships. A nine-day standoff ends on September 2 after
a force of nearly 200 riot police compel Suu Kyi to return home.

September 21, 2000

Another attempt by Suu Kyi to travel by train to Mandalay, together with NLD Vice Chairman Tin Oo and
several other NLD party members, is blocked by security forces. Suu Kyi is arrested and held under
house arrest until May 6, 2002.

May 30, 2003

A convoy carrying Suu Kyi and other senior NLD members is attacked by members of the pro-regime
Union Solidarity and Development Association (USDA) near Depayin Township in Sagaing Division. The
regime reports that four people are killed and 50 injured in the attack, but the true number is believed to
be much higher. Suu Kyi and Tin Oo are taken into what the regime calls "protective custody." All senior
NLD officers are placed under house arrest, party offices across the country are closed and the party’s
phone lines are cut.

September 22, 2007

Suu Kyi is seen in public for the first time since the start of her current period of house arrest when she
goes to the gate of her compound and greets a huge crowd of monks who led demonstrations that are
brutally suppressed by the regime. The monks gather in front of her home, chanting the "Metta Sutta” (the
Buddha's words on loving kindness).

May 14, 2009

Suu Kyi is arrested and taken from her home to Insein Prison to face trial in a special court there after an
American intruder swims to her lakeside residence.

May 20, 2009

Suu Kyi meets diplomats from Russia, Singapore and Thailand who are among observers allowed to
attend one session of her trial. One Western diplomat permitted into the courtroom reports she is strong
and in good spirits.

Compiled by Zarny Win and Min Lwin

The case against Myanmar sanctions
Globe and Mail — 20 June 2009

By Arno Kopecky

Yangon — Were the trial of the world's most poignant embodiment of peaceful resistance not so real,
Aung San Suu Kyi's recent misfortunes could have sprung from the pages of a novel.

A diabetic Vietham veteran swims across a lake in the dead of night, eludes the guards watching over a
nation's long-imprisoned leader and spends the night in her mansion, only to be plucked from the water in
mid-escape the next evening and sent to prison along with “the Lady.”

Ms. Suu Kyi's interminable house arrest over 13 of the past 19 years was supposed to expire at the end
of May, in time for yesterday, her 64th birthday. Instead, the democracy advocate — who was elected
president of Myanmar (formerly Burma) in a landslide 1990 vote, but never permitted to take office by the
ruling junta — stands charged with breaking the terms of her detention, in a trial that will resume on Friday
after being suspended last month.

Her sentence seems a forgone conclusion: five more years in jail.

Equally predictable, though, has been the international community's corresponding verdict: further
isolation for Myanmar, a fate parallel to that suffered by its heroine.
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Yesterday in Brussels, British Prime Minister Gordon Brown announced that European Union nations had
agreed to mark Ms. Suu Kyi's birthday by stepping up sanctions against Myanmar. He called for her
“immediate, unconditional release,” and described her trial as “absurd and contemptible.”

The United States has already extended its sanctions, after the Obama administration briefly
contemplated a more moderate approach, like the strategy of engagement that it has been advocating for
Iran. Kurt Campbell, the incoming top U.S. diplomat to East Asia, said last week that Ms. Suu Kyi's
rearrest “makes it very difficult to move forward” with that goal.

And Ms. Suu Kyi would be the first to ask him not to. She has led the call for sanctions, maintaining that
engagement with Myanmar's generals can only strengthen them. Turn the screws of hardship tight
enough, the argument goes, and eventually the oppressors will either back down or be overthrown by
their victims.

With her integrity and sacrifice, she has won virtually every Western government, including Canada's,
over to her logic. In April, Foreign Affairs Minister Maxime Bernier boasted of imposing “the toughest
sanctions in the world” on Myanmar.

But something few people discuss in public is that the Nobel Peace Prize laureate's high-minded politics
are increasingly out of touch with the more pragmatic approach of many relief workers in her country.
Their view of sanctions has been tempered by experience over the two decades since Ms. Suu Kyi was
first locked away.

Not only is the regime's grip on power as strong as ever, they say, but the net of sanctions meant to
squeeze the junta has expanded to snare humanitarian aid as well, depriving innocent citizens of crucial
assistance.

To the doctors caring for a burgeoning population of people with AIDS, or the development workers
struggling to build schools in the country's numerous conflict zones, the most relevant statistic about
Myanmar is not its rank as the second-most-corrupt nation in the world, but the amount of foreign aid it
receives — $3 a head, about a 20th of the amount sent to Laos or Sudan.

Sanctions on any intransigent dictatorship are meant to be selective.

Canada's Foreign Affairs Department explicitly notes “certain humanitarian exemptions” to the ban on
goods and services moving between the two countries. If you want to send medical supplies or money via
the Red Cross, for instance, you can — though you'll need a special permit.

Don't expect to get any logistical help from the Canadian embassy in Myanmar, because there isn't one.
This reflects the government's own choice — legislated or otherwise — to avoid the moral labyrinth of
delivering aid into tyranny.

A rare exception occurred after Cyclone Nargis decimated Myanmar's Irrawaddy Delta last spring. As part
of the global outpouring that followed, the Canadian International Development Agency sent a one-time,
$26-million package of emergency relief. But despite desperate appeals from the United Nations and
other agencies still working there, we've not sent a penny since.

We're even less likely to now, said Harn Yawnghwe, executive director of the Euro-Burma office in
Brussels, despairing that “anyone proposing more hum anitarian aid will face strong political
opposition.”

Inside or out?

Peter Gillespie is the program manager for Inter Pares, a Canadian non-governmental organization that
has provided health care to refugees outside Myanmar since 1991, despite Canadian bureaucratic
obstacles that discourage NGOs from operating there, a practice he defends by pointing to the quarter-
million patients Inter Pares reaches every year.

“Our work is having enormous impact,” he said. But working within the country itself would be another
matter.

“There are two fundamental questions,” Mr. Gillespie said. “First, can aid be delivered into the country in
an accountable way that does not strengthen the regime? And second, is it possible for NGOs to operate



within the country without significant impediment from the junta? The answer to both these questions is
no.”

Yet in northeastern Kachin state, where a brisk heroin trade flourishes among the savage jade and gold
mines of the Himalayan foothills, | met a foreign doctor who felt otherwise. Hidden away in the mountains
surrounding Myitkyina, Kachin's verdant capital, are towns with HIV rates of 90 per cent; he described the
“shooting galleries” he saw fuelling the epidemic there.

“l saw a place where men lined up outside a hut, and inside was a plastic sheet with a hole cut through
the middle,” said the doctor (who asked not to be named, to protect his work). “You'd go in, stick your arm
through the hole, and a man on the other side would inject you with heroin. He used the same needle all
day.”

The doctor began a needle-exchange program that went through 160,000 needles in a month. All this in a
part of Myanmar that foreigners are officially banned from visiting.

“Everything here is done unofficially,” he told me. “The authorities tend to see us as the enemy, and so
local administrators are afraid to give us permission for anything. They often sympathize with us, but they
know it could cost them their job to help us. So we try to just do things without asking, and usually this
works — if you don't ask permission, no one stops you.”

But can humanitarian aid go beyond saving lives to help effect the kind of change that sanctions have
failed to produce? Absolutely, said David Tegenfeldt, a senior adviser to the Vancouver-based Hope
International Development Agency. His personal history is closely tied to Myanmar's.

Mr. Tegenfeldt was born in Yangon (then Rangoon) to missionary parents who developed close ties with
the Kachin ethnic minority, who are mainly Christian. In 1962, the military regime kicked all missionaries
out of the country and Mr. Tegenfeldt's family returned to America; he moved back to Myanmar in 1994 at
the urging of Kachin leaders who had just signed a ceasefire with the junta and wanted his help in
rehabilitating their war-torn communities.

“When | arrived, there were just four registered NGOs in the entire country,” he recalled. “There has been
a huge proliferation since then, to the point where there's almost no part of Myanmar that NGOs don't
operate.”

What these groups can do, he argued, is help to lay the groundwork by encouraging social networks
among communities with a history of conflict — something Myanmar has in abundance.

Wind of change

Such an opportunity came in the wake of the worst storm in Myanmar's history. On May 2, 2008, 200-
kilometre-an-hour winds tore across the Irrawaddy Delta region in Myanmar's southwest corner, whipping
up a four-metre storm surge that pulsed through the entire river system and drowned 140,000 people; a
million more had everything but the clothes on their back washed into the Andaman Sea.

Cyclone Nargis brought Myanmar to the world's attention, not least because of the junta's initial refusal to
accept international help. Planes laden with food and medicine languished at the Bangkok airport for
weeks; many supplies that did make it through were pilfered by the military and sold in the markets for
profit.

But something else happened too: Private citizens and NGOs already inside the country, local and
foreign, responded to the crisis with a spectacular effort that kept the imperilled survivors alive. Among
them was the Metta Foundation, a local group working in Myanmar's post-conflict zones since 1994.

“We were lucky to have a presence in the delta already,” Seng Raw, its executive director, told me. A
serene and soft spoken woman in her 60s, Ms. Raw explained that Metta had established relations with
231 delta villages after the 2004 tsunami, which killed about 60 people there.

“This meant we knew exactly where to deliver supplies and who to give them to. The government did not
try to stop us — we've been doing this throughout the country for 15 years, and we know how to get things
done.”



A year later, her organization is busy building schools and homes, replanting mangrove forests and
conducting countless other projects whose costs and achievements are accounted for in Metta's annual
report down to each mosquito net.

Critically, this work is being delivered through local leaders drawn together from the delta’'s patchwork of
ethnic communities. “People who never before co-operated now see it as a matter of survival.”

By fostering these relationships, organizations such as Metta breathe life into civil society. But, of course,
it isn't the junta that pays the group's way. When | asked if Metta relies on foreign donors, she smiled as
though I'd asked if the sky was blue. “How else could we survive?”

Widening the conversation

The week before | met David Tegenfeldt in Yangon, he had been in Washington to plead with government
representatives for an increase in strategic aid. He was tentatively promised one, from $3-million to $21-
million a year.

What's more, he urged his audience to open a dialogue with the junta. “History teaches us that isolating a
country has never been an effective tactic,” he told me, repeating his pitch to Congress.

South Africa, he noted, was the only country in the world where sanctions could be said to have led to
regime change, “and even there they were just one tool in a big toolbox that included all kinds of
diplomatic engagement. You should never sacrifice your principles or stop criticizing, but criticism is only
one part of the conversation.

“There are also constructive things to talk about. We are concerned with the environment — so is
Myanmar. We are concerned about narcotics — so is Myanmar. Surely there is a common thread here that
we could find a way to work together on.”

For now, however, Ms. Suu Kyi's renewed detention has dashed any such hopes. Canadian Friends of
Burma, a lobby group, is urging that the junta’'s diplomats be expelled if she is not released.

On the question of aid, its executive director, Tin Maung Htoo, conceded by phone from Ottawa that “we
should not let people die while we wait for a political solution.” But the problem, he said “is that any
business you do in Burma, you have to deal with the junta.”

Should our refusal to do so persist, Ms. Suu Kyi's chronicle of a verdict foretold will all too likely lead to
Myanmar's 100 years of solitude.

Arno Kopecky is a freelance journalist based in Vancouver.
News - Other

North Korean ship headed to Burma
DVB — 22 June 2009

A North Korean ship being tracked by the US navy over suspicions that it is carrying arms in breach of
new UN sanctions on the country is likely to be heading towards Burma, according to South Korean news
sources.

The United States has been tracking the Kang Nam freighter ship since it left a North Korean port on
Wednesday.

Under revamped UN sanctions on North Korea, which include a complete ban on arms imports and
exports, ships suspected of carrying arms can be stopped and a request for a search made.

Yesterday a South Korean news agency, YTN, quoted unidentified intelligence sources as saying the ship
was headed towards Burma, which is also subject to a US-enforced ban on arms imports.

According to journalist Bertil Lintner, if the YTN reports are true, this would be the second time the Kang
Nam has been to Burma, following its docking at Rangoon’s Thilawar port in May 2007, allegedly to seek
shelter from storm.
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“It offloaded some heavy equipment, it's not clear what it was, but the Kang Nam specifically is known to
be carrying what the Americans usually describe as ‘material of proliferation concern™, said Lintner.

The latest news follows the emergence of photographs earlier this month that allegedly show North
Korean foreign advisors in Burma consulting with government officials on the construction of a tunnel
network, likely as emergency shelters in the event of an attack.

Lintner, who revealed the North Korean tunnel project in the Yale Global, says that this is a sign that ties
between the two countries are strengthening.

“Even China is reluctant to sell certain types of equipment to Burma but North Korea will be willing to sell
anything they want,” he said, adding that “Burma has absolutely no interest in supporting an arms
embargo”.

Given the arms embargo on Burma, it is unlikely the government there would comply with a UN resolution
to allow the US to search ships docking at their ports.

North Korea, whose defense has been bolstered by the successful nuclear test, has said that
interceptions of any of its ships would be considered an “act of war” and would react accordingly.

Parliamentarians seek expulsion of Burma from ASEAN
Mizzima - 20 June 2009

by Usa Pichai

Chiang Mai — Representatives from regional Parliaments have urged ASEAN to reconsider Burma’s
membership in the bloc, while activists, academics and civic groups in Thailand organized several
activities calling for the release of Nobel Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi.

Kraisak Chunhavan, President of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Myanmar Caucus (AIPMC) said in a
conference on Friday at Thailand’s Chiang Mai University that it is time for ASEAN to revise the status of
Burma in the group because Burma'’s military government has failed to respond to repeated calls by the
international community to improve the human right situation in the country.

“ASEAN is in a difficult time because it is pursuing a progressive and developed image by trying to set up
a charter to protect human rights in the region. However, Burma’s problems have limited dialogue with
other regional blocs because the counterparts are unlikely to talk at the same table as the Burmese
regime.”

Kraisak also said more than 3,000 ethnic Karen villagers have fled to Thailand in the wake of recent
fighting in the east of Burma between government forces and their allies and the Karen National Army.

“We are ashamed of Thai companies operating and investing in Burma, particularly in the energy sector,
leading to a worsening of the situation and allowing the Burmese junta to further suppress ethnic people
such as with the forced relocation of villagers in Karen State to build dams on the Salween River,” he
added.

Additional attendees at the conference calling for ASEAN countries to take a stronger stance regarding
the Burmese junta were AIPMC chairs Loretta Ann P. Rosales from the Philippines, Charles Chong from
Singapore.The AIPMC representatives were joined by several hundred academics, activists and
interested parties.

At a similar gathering at Bangkok’s Thammasat University, Sriprapa Petchmisri from Mahidol University
commented that the human rights problem in Burma is not only about political rights and freedom of the
people but also concerns other problems such as accessing food, water and other supplies.

She added that the failure of regional countries such as China, Russia and Indonesia to support U.N.
Security Council Resolutions on the crisis in Burma is troublesome.

“This is a worrisome comment from Burma’s neighboring countries,” she conjectured.

The events were timed to coincide with the 64th birthday of the detained Burmese opposition leader.
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Myanmar's Reclusive Leader
Wall Street Journal — 22 June 2009

By Wall Street Journal Reporters

Few countries outside North Korea are more beholden to the whims of a single man than Myanmar. But
unlike Kim Jong I, the subject of recent Western biographies, very little is known about Myanmar’s
paramount leader, Senior General Than Shwe.

A reclusive hardliner who often refuses to speak with Western leaders, he has presided over Myanmar’s
disintegration into one of Asia’s most dysfunctional economies and a nation plagued by human rights
abuses, including the use of forced labor to enrich the military and its allies, according to human rights
groups around the world. His hatred of Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi , Myanmar’s leading opposition
figure, is said to be so intense that he will not allow her name to be spoken in his presence.

The general is rumored to suffer from a number of medical ailments, and some analysts believe he may
be looking for a way to retire without exposing himself to international human rights judicial proceedings.
The regime unveiled a “roadmap to democracy” several years ago that includes plans for a national
election next year. That said, provisions in the country’s constitution all but guarantee the military or its
allies will maintain control. Even so, some foreign observers are hopeful that a change of power will at
least bring some more reform-minded generals to the fore, and create an opening for more engagement
with the West.

His public appearances, mainly on state-run television, are stage-managed and typically involve stiff
greetings of visiting foreign dignitaries or reviews of military parades; in photographs, he is seen as a
slightly portly figure with slick black hair in military uniforms draped in medals.

The few military personnel with access to “Number One,” as he is referred to by some Myanmar
residents, rarely bring up contentious issues for fear of displeasing him, and his decisions in policymaking
are final, say people who work with the government including diplomats and aid workers.

That helps explain why it took so long for the government to allow foreign aid after last year’s Cyclone
Nargis, which killed 135,000 people, despite support from a number of senior generals. In the days
following the disaster, letters and phone calls to Gen. Than Shwe from United Nations Secretary General
Ban Ki-moon went unanswered, though the two did eventually meet several weeks after the disaster.

Borrowing the traditions of earlier powerful Myanmar emperors who conquered large parts of Southeast
Asia, Gen. Than Shwe built his own capital, Naypyitaw, which means “Abode of Kings,” on a remote
plain, spending hundreds of millions of dollars. His wife, Kyaing Kyaing , regularly visits the country’s most
prominent Buddhist monasteries to curry favor with monks, and in March this year, Gen. Than Shwe and
his wife attended a ceremony to consecrate a huge, gold leaf-covered pagoda in Naypyitaw, according to
local news reports. At the event, Ms. Kyaing Kyaing threw banknotes into the air and donated money to
thousands of local people, the reports said.

Born in a central Myanmar town in 1933, the future supreme leader worked briefly as a postal clerk before
joining the army, according to a biography published in the 1990s by Myanmar’s Ministry of Information
and translated for The Wall Street Journal. He trained in the military’s psychological warfare unit and
participated in its campaigns against ethnic minority rebels. He entered senior ranks of the government by
1988. Student riots rocked the country that year; after a change in leadership and several years of
political uncertainty, he emerged in 1992 as the country’s top leader.

His government’s bloody crackdown on monks who led peaceful protests in 2007, and his refusal to hand
power to Ms. Suu Kyi, whose party won national elections in 1990, led the U.S. and Europe to impose
progressively tough economic sanctions over the past decade.

Myanmar citizens enjoy one of the lowest standards of living in Asia, and many expressed outrage a few
years ago when video of his daughter’s lavish wedding leaked to outside news organizations. In the
video, she is seen decked out in diamond-encrusted jewelry while family and friends sip from glasses of
champagne.
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In Myanmar, Two Hidden Worlds: Amid privations, its regime prospers by trading with China and
India
Wall Street Journal — 22 June 2009

By Wall Street Journal Reporters
Naypyitaw, Myanmar

This grandiose new city has four-lane highways that are largely empty, a gems museum with sapphires
and a zoo with air-conditioned Arctic habitats for penguins. Government officials reside in high-security
compounds that can’t be visited by foreigners.

A five-hour drive to the south, residents in Yangon get by with hours at a time of no electricity. Their once-
grand city is filled with collapsing Victorian mansions and abandoned colonial administrative buildings.
Roads are often impassable during monsoon rains, and most cars date to the 1980s or early 1990s.
Some taxis are so worn out that they have holes in the floorboards that allow passengers to see the road
rushing by underneath.

The divide between Myanmar’s shining new capital, home to much of its military elite, and its commercial
capital underscores the failure of a decade of U.S. and European sanctions, efforts to break the country’s
military regime by cutting it off from doing business with much of the Western world. Instead, the country’s
leaders and top businessmen have survived and even thrived by replacing Western buyers with Asian
ones. Trade with China has more than doubled over the past five years, and sales of natural gas and
other resources to Thailand, India and other Asian powers are also growing quickly. In the process, the
regime has only tightened its grip.

All that is leading dissidents, human rights advocates and congressional leaders to an increasingly
widespread conclusion: It's time for a new approach. Many believe it will require a far greater effort by
Western governments to engage directly with the secretive regime. It will also require exerting more
pressure on Asian trading partners, including China and Singapore, to pressure the junta to curb human
rights abuses and make other changes. Many advocates are calling for more radical approaches,
including offering to dismantle some of the sanctions —albeit with threats of more serious actions, such
as arms embargoes or criminal tribunals like ones in Rwanda or Sudan, if the regime doesn’t reform.

Others go so far as to propose that the West should accept a diminished role for Aung San Suu Kyi,
Myanmar’s leading opposition figure. The Nobel laureate is arguably the world’s most revered prisoner of
conscience since Nelson Mandela, but she has drawn criticism for her inflexibility in dealing with the
regime. It's unclear when, or if, she’ll be able to lead the opposition again. The 64-year-old is on trial for
letting an American well-wisher visit her home this May in violation of a longstanding house arrest, and
faces up to five more years in jail.

In February, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton acknowledged that past strategies including sanctions
weren’t working, and promised the U.S. would conduct a thorough review—still incomplete—of its policies
towards Myanmar. Top officials in the Obama administration are also hoping to significantly increase
humanitarian aid, according to people familiar with the matter, which many Myanmar experts hope will be
a step towards rebuilding a civil society that could mature into a new opposition movement to supplement
or replace Ms. Suu Kyi.

Myanmar has suffered decades of economic decay under the rule of a secretive military regime cut off
from the Western world. Advocates say the West needs to find new ways to engage the regime to speed
up reform.

Once dismissed as a backwater, Myanmar has seen its profile rise dramatically in recent years because
of its position between China and India, the world’s two biggest emerging superpowers. Both are
jockeying for Myanmar’s natural gas, copper and other resources, and Myanmar offers China a potential
alternate overland route for oil and gas, bypassing the crowded Strait of Malacca near Singapore that
handles much of East Asia’s supply today.

Trade with China jumped to more than $2.6 billion in 2008 from about $630 million in 2001, according to
Chinese government data. Analysts say the official numbers vastly understate the full extent of China’s
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investments in Myanmar. In downtown Yangon, its commercial capital, trucks laden with massive logs or
other goods—sometimes with Chinese characters painted on the side of the vehicles—are a common
sight.

Monywa, once a relatively minor village in central Myanmar, has emerged as a major trading center for
beans and other legumes, commodities in heavy demand across Asia, especially India. Myanmar is now
the world’s second biggest exporter of the crops after Canada, and Monywa has reaped the rewards. It
has quadrupled in size to 400,000 people over the past two decades. The number of traders has grown to
roughly 1,000 from 200 in the 1990s and multistory homes with Greek columns are commonplace, as are
imported SUVs, which can cost $100,000 in Myanmar.

In places like Monywa, “it’s easy to make money,” says one local trader in his 20s.

Some analysts and U.S. congressional leaders fear Myanmar could become a nuclear threat. Russia has
acknowledged signing an agreement with Myanmar in 2007 to help build a nuclear reactor and a center
for nuclear research there, reportedly for medical research purposes, but Russian officials have said no
concrete projects ever materialized. Others point to growing ties between Myanmar and North Korea.

Any new diplomatic initiative from the U.S. would require finding a way to deal with one of the world’s
most reclusive regimes. Top officials—including the country’s senior-most general, a psychological
warfare expert in his 70s named Than Shwe—are ensconced in Naypyitaw. Members of the inner circle
rarely meet with Western ambassadors, who remain in Yangon.

Attempts to reach the regime for this article were unsuccessful. The generals typically make their views
known through state-run newspapers. In recent weeks they have blasted foreign countries for interfering
in Myanmar’s internal affairs and defended the imprisonment of Ms. Suu Kyi as necessary for public
security.

The government usually prohibits foreign journalists from entering. Authorized guests, including aid
workers, often must get permission to travel outside Yangon. Residents can be imprisoned if caught
aiding international journalists.

In the 1800s, British soldiers conquered what used to be known as Burma. It became the world’s biggest
rice exporter and a major source of timber. In the late 1940s, nationalists led by Ms. Suu Kyi's father,
Aung San, secured independence. Aung San was assassinated and in 1962 the military took over for
good, implementing a series of disastrous socialist policies that sent the economy into a tailspin.

Anger boiled over in 1988 student protests, in which more than 3,000 were killed, and the government
agreed to hold national elections. When Ms. Suu Kyi’s party won, the military ignored the result.

The U.S. banned new American investments in Myanmar in 1997, and in 2003 it outlawed imports of
Myanmar goods and restricted American banks from doing business there. The Bush administration
added additional targeted sanctions against members of the regime.

The practical effect of the sanctions, though, has been to push the regime deeper into the arms of China
and other Asian powers, while leaving much of the rest of society to suffer the consequences. Per capita
gross domestic product is about $1,200, only slightly higher than Rwanda, and far below Singapore’s
$52,000 and $47,000 in the U.S.

In Yangon, U.S. trade restrictions ripped apart the garment industry earlier this decade, throwing as many
as 80,000 young women out of work, according to economists. Trucks filled with soldiers are seen often,
as are signs with pro-government messages such as one that exhorts residents to “Crush all internal and
external destructive elements as the common enemy.”

In Yangon'’s central business district there are offices or billboards for many of Asia’s biggest brand
names, including Mitsubishi and Canon, but almost no sign of Western companies. Thai oil and gas
producer PTT Exploration & Production PCL has Myanmar investments that provide about one-third of
Thailand’s natural gas needs, worth $2 billion or more in recent years. Cnooc Ltd. is exploring for oil and
a number of Chinese resources and engineering firms are involved in hydropower and mining ventures.

Much of the money flows directly to the regime and its allies. According to the U.S. government, the
military owns a majority stake in virtually all enterprises responsible for extracting natural resources. The



government is now sitting on more than $3 billion in foreign exchange reserves, compared to just $30
million in 1988. Wealthier residents, including businessmen linked by U.S. intelligence reports to the
military, have access to art galleries, pricey French restaurants and shopping trips to Singapore.

Adding to the frustration is evidence that Ms. Suu Kyi’'s opposition is in tatters. Leaders of Ms. Suu Kyi's
political party, the National League for Democracy, are in their 70s and 80s, and the junta has imprisoned
most of the younger blood, exiles and human rights groups say, with more than 2,000 political prisoners
now under lock and key. The government has also pressured monasteries to purge monks involved in
2007 street protests, and it routinely blocks blogs and Web sites, such as youtube, that it deems to be
subversive.

“Almost no one is willing to join the (opposition) party for fear of being arrested,” said one resident. Party
leaders meet regularly at their headquarters, a modest house surrounded by shops on a busy street in
central Yangon; it's widely assumed the building and its occupants are monitored by the government.

Another resident said she started attending meetings at NLD headquarters when Ms. Suu Kyi’s trial
began, but stopped because she felt they were going nowhere. “They were old, they were like aunties
and uncles,” said the young woman, who thought the meetings felt “like a reunion” for old dissidents.
Without Ms. Suu Kyi, “there is no one,” she said.

Even some dissidents who support sanctions say additional tactics are needed, including more direct
engagement with the regime. Others believe the sanctions would be more effective if fine-tuned to focus
only on the junta members themselves, or backed up with more potent punishments, including arms
embargoes or criminal tribunals.

More than 50 U.S. congressmen signed a letter in recent weeks calling for a U.N. Security Council inquiry
into alleged crimes against humanity in Myanmar, similar to what occurred in Rwanda, Bosnia and
Sudan. The United Nations’ former special rapporteur on human rights in Myanmar, Paulo Sergio
Pinheiro, has issued similar calls in the past six weeks, as has a team of leading jurists in conjunction with
Harvard Law School.

Those efforts may well be blocked at the U.N. by nations that have defended Myanmar in the past,
notably China and Russia. But backers say the U.S. hasn't been willing to press hard enough to get Asian
nations to get tough on Myanmar.

Another option gaining popularity in Washington: significantly boosting humanitarian aid, partly to build
stronger groups to counter the military.

One group is Myanmar Egress, a local think tank set up in 2006 by young intellectuals with the goal of
trying to end the stalemate between the government and Ms. Suu Kyi's backers. Egress has produced
studies for the government outlining its vision for reform. In one, co-founder and former Yale student Nay
Win Maung suggested that Ms. Suu Kyi propose to contest only 50% of the seats in an election planned
by the regime in 2010. In return for effectively conceding the vote, the government would end her house
arrest and release political prisoners.

Mr. Maung’s approach has angered some Myanmar exiles, who are suspicious of engaging with the state
and distrust Mr. Maung, whose parents were in the military and taught at Myanmar’s version of West
Point. His approach, though, has made him a useful mediator between foreign aid groups like Oxfam and
the generals, local aid workers say. The U.K.’s Department for International Development, for example, is
funding an Egress project to train Myanmar citizens in managing aid projects.

The junta could block or limit aid if it suspects it's being used to undermine the regime, as it did
temporarily last year after Cyclone Nargis, which killed 135,000 people or more. Currently, development
aid to Myanmar totals less than $3 per person, compared with about $50 in Sudan.

Whatever happens, “if people want to punish the regime, they need to find ways to do it that don’t punish
the people,” says Andrew Kirkwood, Myanmar country director for Save the Children, the aid
organization.

Mr. Pinheiro, the former U.N. special rapporteur, who is pressing for an inquiry into human rights
violations, says, with a new administration in Washington and interest rising in Myanmar, “I think there is a
space here to have something new, something more flexible” that ultimately will bring some results.



Joint Force Focuses Offensive on KNLA Brigade 7 Hea _ dquarters
Irrawaddy - 20 June 2009

By Saw Yan Naing

A joint force of troops from the Burmese army and the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA), a
ceasefire militia group, has focused its offensive on the headquarters of Brigade 7 of the Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA), according to Karen sources.

In response, KNLA Brigade 7 has increased its mortar shelling of the joint force, said the sources.

The clash between the two armed groups has been intensifying around the KNLA Brigade 7 headquarters
since early this week, with heavy shelling being carried out by both sides.

The joint force, which earlier vowed that it would take over the KNLA Brigade 7 headquarters by June 16,
is still facing stiff resistance.

On June 17, fighting and mortar shelling continued for almost an entire day without interruption, according
to Saw Steve, a relief worker who is also a leader of the Committee for Internally Displaced Karen
People, whose units operate in the fighting zone.

“KNLA Brigade 7 is not going to lose its headquarters easily,” he added.

The combined force has already taken over three military bases belonging to Battalions 21, 22 and 101 of
KNLA Brigade 7.

Sources from the Karen Nation Union (KNU), the political wing of the KNLA, said that they allowed the
three military bases to be captured because they did not want to kill fellow Karen soldiers who were
fighting alongside Burmese troops.

The KNU claimed about 20 soldiers from the joint force were killed and about 50 were injured, while five
KNLA soldiers were hospitalized in Mae Sot, a Thai border town.

Sources said that the fighting is expected to intensify further as KNLA Brigade 7 seeks to defend its
headquarters.

The joint force started its offensive against KNLA Brigade 7 in the first week of June. Fierce fighting
between the two sides since then has forced about 4,000 Karen refugees to flee to Thailand for safety.

The DKBA split from its mother organization, the KNU, and reached a ceasefire agreement with the
Burmese regime in 1995.

The KNU has been fighting for autonomy for six decades and has never signed a ceasefire agreement
with the Burmese military government.

Two year sentence handed down to Rangoon journalist
Mizzima - 19 June 2009

by Myo Thein

Rangoon — The Bahan Township Court has sentenced the former chief reporter of the The News Watch
journal, Zaw Tun, to two years imprisonment.

The court yesterday sentenced Zaw Tun (34), of No. 32 Ward, North Dagon Satellite Township, with
obstructing a public servant in the discharging of his duty.

A security officer found Zaw Tun near Aung San Suu Kyi’s house last September and arrested him
following questioning.

Suu Kyi, who today turns 64, is currently being held in Insein prison while standing trial after being
accused of breaching the terms of her former period of detention.
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Zaw Tun, who had been freed on bail following his arrest, learned of his sentencing during yesterday's
court proceedings.

According to sources in the Home Ministry, Zaw Tun was serving as The News Watch's chief reporter at
that time he allegedly responded impolitely to police questions regarding his reasons for being in the
vicinity of Suu Kyi's compound.

A local journalist friend of Zaw Tun's says the imprisoned reporter is a charming and sociable character
with many friends, and proud to be a journalist.

Zaw Tun resigned from The News Watch at the beginning of this year and has since been working as a
freelance journalist.

Professional practice in journalism of Burmese medi ain exile
SHAN - 22 June 2009

Sai Awn Tai

Since the military coup in 1962, Burma has been the most repressive regime in the world for freedom of
the press. Every media organisation in Burma has to register and present a copy of their each
publications to the Press Scrutiny Board (PSB), which decides whether the publication is allowed or not
(Mizzima, 2009). In Burma, there are several official and semi-official media outlets such as the daily
“New Light of Myanmar” and “Myanmar Times”, but they function simply as a mouthpieces of the military
regime (Buck, 2007). Therefore, the only unrestricted news comes from Burmese exiled media where
substantial news about the inside of Burma is produced and disseminated to the international community
every day. In this essay, | will look at the professional practice in journalism and present a case study of
journalistic practice in an authoritarian country — in this case, Burma. This will show how Burmese exiled
journalists gather information and develop stories.

Three ways of gathering information

The Burmese media in exile are always has to think alternative ways of gathering information inside
Burma. Because of the tight controls and information restrictions in Burma, journalists have to use several
tactics to collect information. According to Khuensai Jaiyen (2009) the editor-in-chief of the Shan Herald
Agency for News, there are three guerrilla tactics that they use while gathering information inside Burma.
The first tactic is to use electronic technologies, and deliver information via mobile phones, email or
internet chat rooms. This method is used widely by the exiled media. Buck (2007) finds that using new
communication technologies are vital to obtain information in Burma. It is the easiest and fastest way of
gathering information. It is also relatively cheap and appropriate for Burmese exiled media because most
are non-profit organisations relying on limited funds from western Non-Governmental Organisations
(NGOs).

By using new communications technologies, the exiled media can publish news as soon as an event
happens in Burma. For example, when Yadanabon Market in central Mandalay in Burma was burnt in
2008,the news, photos and video about the fire were published within a few hours of the event (Lae,
2008). However, Jaiyen (2009) finds that using new communication technologies has some negative
impacts. Phone, email and internet can easily produce records that can be accessed by the Burmese
military regime. Since the Buddhist Monks demonstration in 2007, the internet and telephone system
have been tightly controlled by the regime. These technologies mean limited coverage across the
country, as the new communications technologies are accessible only in the main cities - where they can
be more closely watched by the regime. Moreover, the sources that come via new communications
technologies can be confirmed as a reliable source only when journalist knows their sources are reliable.

Another tactic is for information to come to the Thai-Burma border through traders and people who often
visit Thailand. The exiled media have to build friendships with many people particularly people who are
willing to share the information about inside Burma. According to Jaiyen (2009) trust is important between
journalist and people who share information. It takes considerable times to build a good connection with
people who often come to the border and journalist has to make sure that information contributors
continue to share their information. This tactic of gathering information is safe for the information
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contributors and the journalist can make sure that the sources are safe and can be confirmed as a
reliable sources. However, the news from the border is rarely new information because it takes numbers
of days until the news is able to be reported. The news may take more than a week or even a month to
get reported. It also cost money for journalist to travel along the border, and for small payments such as
buying food when meeting the information contributors (Jaiyen, 2009).

The last tactic is that exiled media send reporters who have travel documents to visit inside Burma and to
work undercover, which can be very risky for the reporters. Many undercover reporters are people who
live inside Burma and in Thailand. They are provided brief training by exiled media and NGOs. However,
since the crackdown on Monks and people in the 2007, many undercover reporters and bloggers have
been jailed and some of them have fled to Thailand. According to BBC (2008) some bloggers have been
sentenced for up to 20 years in jail by just posting short political articles, poems and cartoons.
EinKhaingOo, a 24-year-old woman journalist from the weekly Ecovision Journal was sentenced two
years in jail just for taking photos of Cyclone Nargis victims (Reporters Without Borders, 2008). Employing
undercover reporters in Burma has been effective for exiled media because the sources are reliable and
events can be selected by telling their reporters to go to certain place and meet specific people to get the
information that the exiled media intent to cover. However, it is costly to use undercover reporter and
most exiled media can not afford money to employ their reporters in Burma.

Protection of sources

Protection of sources is a significant concern in order to maintain the relationship between journalist and
people who contribute information. Most people who provide information from inside and at the border
are unpaid voluntary information contributors. Protection for their safety is paramount. According to
Jaiyen (2009), an information contributor to Shan Herald Agency for News was jailed for nearly ten years
due to one of the exiled radio stations airing his voice when they interviewed him by phone. Therefore,
source protection has become a standard rule of exiled media. The journalist has to be vigilant when
using their sources in a story and most journalists apply the standard rule of not disclosing the source’s
name, and often the city, town and village where the sources live are not disclosed in a story. According
Jaiyen (2009) some sources are members of the regime and some are from people who work closely with
the regimes top leaders. These sources require serious protection, particularly when journalists use
information from them in a story that may be traced back to them. Failure of sources’ protection will result
in losing trust and the sources could be arrested by the regime. Tong (2007) notes that journalists in
authoritarian countries have to structure their story in certain lines and avoid reports that could impact on
the safety of their sources. This does not mean that journalists fail to apply the ethic of journalism. By
using a source protection strategy, it allows the information contributors stay safe and continue their
information flowing to exile media.

Accuracy checking

Reliability of source and accuracy checking issues have become crucial in exiled media. Because media
is tightly controlled in Burma and exiled journalists are banned to attend events where the news is
emerging, journalists confront the significant difficulty of checking the accuracy of sources. Confirming
whether the source is accurate or not is difficult while there is a large gap between the place where
journalists produce the news and the place where the news event is occurring. However, Jaiyen (2009)
outlines three categories involved in maintaining accuracy. The first one is, “plain” — that is, not confirmed
by other sources, but the journalist believes the story is likely. In this case, it will be reported with a note
that it was an unconfirmed story. By informing the readers in this way, journalists serve journalistic ethics
and still inform the readers. The second category is “confirmed’, usually where the journalist has at least
one confirmation. But sometimes journalists need several, because even confirmed reports could be
wrong as exiled media have once learned during Khin Nyunt’s days (Khin Nyunt is a former Chief of
Intelligence and Prime Minister of the regime in 2003-2004, who waged a misinformation campaign to
discredit exiled media - Jaiyen, 2009). The last category is “reliable’, the source has proven
trustworthiness in the past. Even so, journalists have to grill the sources to get as many details and
supporting documents as possible (Jaiyen, 2009).

Writing and constructing story



Exiled journalists have to make sure that they are providing enough information to readers despite the
issue of source protection and accuracy checking. According to Jaiyen (2009) the priority when writing
and constructing a story is always to make sure and double check whether the story is readable to
readers and the readers believe it as journalists do. “Protection of sources is a precaution, and the editor
will check that sources are protected but not more than that”(Jaiyen, 2009). In reflecting on journalists in
China Tong (2007) finds that source protection is an essential standard rule of journalists in China
particularly when the story deals with political and investigative issues. However, protecting the sources
does not mean that journalists abandon the truth and avoid the sensitive issues that concern authorities.
“The best way to keep a report safe is to avoid overt expressions of value or opinion and to weave the
meaning of events into the presentation of facts” (Tong, 2007:532). For Burmese exiled journalists,
however, it is a little different from the Chinese journalists. Burmese exiled journalists do not require
avoiding overt expressions in a story but are more concerned with protecting sources. And Burmese
exiled journalists do not need to be concerned with the banning and protection of themselves because
the exile journalists live outside the control of the Burmese regime.

People become the journalist

According to Lintner (2001) Burmese language began in the 11th century and “early Burmese writers
wrote their words in stone. More than 500 stone inscriptions of that era are still in existence today. ‘I, the
free, will liberate those in bondage,’ is a stone inscription by a king in 1150 AD illustrating the Burmese
concept of freedom and Buddhist philosophy” (Lintner, 2001, p25). Burma had dozens of newspapers in
Burmese, English, Chinese and several Indian languages during the colonial period. There were also
many journals printed in minority languages in Burma. However, after the military coup in 1962, the
freedom of press continued to decline and today Burma is listed in the world most repressive of free
speech. “Being a journalist in Burma is a lot like walking on the high wire without a net. One false move
and you might plunge into the abyss of a political prison” (Lintner, 2001, P21). The military government
attempts to muzzle the media have not stopped at borders. Foreign journalists have been threatened in
their own countries, and the junta has even urged foreign governments to join in the repression (Lintner,
2001).

However, repression on the free press did not stop people becoming journalists. Many people decided to
become journalists with the intention of revealing the truth with their pens. Jaiyen (2009) claims he has
been a sort of journalist all his life since his childhood, holding three characteristics “nosiness, hunger to
tell stories and to write them”. He began doing that in an informal way and began his professional
journalist career in 1996 (Jaiyen, 2009). Most Bur