
30/06/2009 

News 

U.N. chief to arrive in Burma Friday  - Mizzima - 30 June 2009  

Japanese Police Block Suspected Missile Technology Exports for Burma  - Irrawaddy – 30 June 
2009  

Suu Kyi trial held in ‘climate of censorship’  - DVB – 30 June 2009 

Reporter photographing A/H1N1 patient quarantined  - Mizzima - 29 June 2009 

North Korea Can Allay Fear at Regional Forum  - Irrawaddy – 29 June 2009  

Junta Officials Snub Mon Party Ceasefire Anniversar y - Irrawaddy – 29 June 2009 

Former First Lady Bush, U2 Rockers Support Suu Kyi  - Irrawaddy - 29 June 2009  

Thailand raises surveillance near Moei River  - Mizzima - 29 June 2009 

Three Kachin peace groups give into junta  - Kachin News Group - 29 June 2009  

Two bombs blast Thai-Burma border town, army securi ty increases  - IMNA - 29 June 2009 

Iron mine could destroy 7000 Shan homes  - DVB – 29 June 2009  

Opinion & Analysis  

COMMENTARY: Closer Burma-N Korea Ties a Serious Cau se for Concern - By Yeni  - Irrawaddy – 
29 June 2009  

The Abandonment of Democracy - By Joshua Muravchik  - Wall Street Journal – 29 June 2009 

 

29/06/2009 

News – Aung San Suu Kyi 

Appeal to Reinstate Witnesses for Suu Kyi Rejected  - AP / Irrawaddy – 29 June 2009  

Court adjourns Suu Kyi's trial to July 3  - Mizzima - 26 June 2009 

‘Lawyers of the government’ steering Suu Kyi trial  - DVB – 26 June 2009 

News - Other 

Gambari Leaves Burma, Set to Report to Ban  - AP / Irrawaddy – 29 June 2009  

UN envoy discusses Ban Ki-moon’s Burma trip  - DVB – 29 June 2009 

Myanmar reports first case of H1N1 flu  - Reuters - 27 June 2009  

US will not use force to inspect NKorean ship  - AP – 27 June 2009 

Monks boycott minister’s offering  - Mizzima - 29 June 2009 

For some, poppy cultivation continues to offer only  hope  - Mizzima - 25 June 2009 

Ashin Gambira’s prison term reduced by five years  - Mizzima - 26 June 2009 

Rohingya participates in 45th standing committee me eting of UNHCR  - Kaladan Press - 26 June 
2009  

NDAK ready to turn into ‘Border Guard’ force  - Mizzima - 25 June 2009 

Senior DKBA commander killed in ambush  - DVB – 29 June 2009 

U2 fans to highlight Suu Kyi's life  - Mirror.co.uk – 28 June 2009  

Opinion & Analysis  
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Do Not Forget Burma - By Laura Bush  - Washington Post – 28 June 2009  

EDITORIAL Mr Ban is needed  - Bangkok Post – 28 June 2009 

Burma Wants the Bomb: Interview with Burma’s former  ambassador to North Korea  - Irrawaddy – 
27 June 2009  

ASIAN SECURITY: Burma, North Korea in an unholy mil itary alliance - By: Aung Zaw  - Bangkok 
Post - 29 June 2009 

COMMENTARY: One Step Forward, Two Steps Back - By K yaw Zwa Moe  - Irrawaddy – 26 June 2009  

Burma's cyber war rages on - by Celeste Chenard  - Mizzima - 29 June 2009  

Don't Moon Over Burma - By Marie Doezema  - New York Times - 26 June 2009  

 

26/06/2009 

News – Aung San Suu Kyi 

Myanmar says American main culprit in Suu Kyi case  - AP – 25 June 2009 

Police Chief Suspects Yettaw Mastermind  - Irrawaddy - 25 June 2009  

Police Chief says Suu Kyi tardy in contacting autho rities  - Mizzima - 25 June 2009  

Mizos call for the release of Aung San Suu Kyi  - Mizzima - 25 June 2009 

News - Other 

Gambari Arrives in Burma  - Irrawaddy – 26 June 2009  

North Korea's Myanmar links: Cocking a snuke  - The Economist - 25 June 2009 

Likely Destination of N Korean Ship Often Used for Weapons Deliveries  - Irrawaddy – 25 June 2009  

Does Kang Nam carry arms to kill ceasefire forces?  - SHAN - 24 June 2009  

China To Build New Refineries For Oil From Myanmar Pipeline  - Wall Street Journal – 25 June 2009 

KNU Headquarters Overrun: Now What?  - Irrawaddy – 25 June 2009  

Thai education reform to benefit Burmese migrants  - DVB – 26 June 2009  

Opium poppy cultivation in Burma rises  - DVB – 25 June 2009 

Six villages relocated for Arakan hydropower plant  - DVB – 25 June 2009  

Mon State dam floods nearby paddy fields.  - IMNA - 25 June 2009 

KIO wants KIA to be "State Security Force"  - Kachin News Group - 25 June 2009 

85 Percent of Chins in Debt  - Irrawaddy – 25 June 2009  

Burmese Army tortures Karenni locals after clash wi th Wa - Kantarawaddy Times - 25 June 2009  

Mon splinter group leader courts abbots for 2010 el ection support  - IMNA - 25 June 2009,  

Opinion & Analysis  

UN should help govt push Burmese reconciliation - B y: Achara Ashayagachat  - Bangkok Post – 26 
June 2009 

Why Burma May Be North Korea's Best Friend - By Ish aan Tharoor  - Time – 26 June 2009 

CONTRIBUTOR: Burma Seeks to Join ‘Axis of Evil’ - B y Htet Aung  - Irrawaddy – 25 June 2009  

Inside Burma: ‘They can’t tell what’s true anymore’  - The Guardian Weekly – 26 June 2009 
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25/06/2009 

News – Aung San Suu Kyi 

Authorities hold rare press briefing  - Mizzima - 25 June 2009  

High Court hears Aung San Suu Kyi’s lawyers' argume nts  - Mizzima - 24 June 2009 

Police patrol Rangoon, security tightened near Inse in prison  - Mizzima - 24 June 2009 

Groups Fear Malaysia to Deport Burmese Protesters  - Irrawaddy – 24 June 2009 

News - Other 

Gambari Sets Out for Burma  - Irrawaddy – 25 June 2009  

Myanmar says no information on tracked NKorean ship  - AFP – 24 June 2009 

Burma Bans North Korea Ship News  - Irrawaddy – 24 June 2009 

Burma acts the bully on Thailand  - DVB - 24 June 2009 

Palpable tension between junta and ethnic armed gro ups  - Mizzima - 24 June 2009 

Thai government urged not to repatriate Karen refug ees - Mizzima - 24 June 2009 

Iconic Obama artist unveils Suu Kyi image  - AFP – 25 June 2009 

Cheering the Team, Burmese Style  - Irrawaddy – 24 June 2009  

Farmers' Loans Reserved for Model Villagers  - Narinjara News - 24 June 2009 

Junta deploys fresh troops secretly in Kachin State  - Kachin News Group - 24 June 2009  

Border flag meeting ends with assurances  - Narinjara News - 24 June 2009  

Opinion & Analysis  

CONTRIBUTOR: Than Shwe Maneuvers to Retain Power - By Aung Lynn Htut  - Irrawaddy – 24 June 
2009  

 

24/06/2009 

News – Aung San Suu Kyi 

Suu Kyi in final witness appeal to Myanmar court  - AFP – 24 June 2009 

Suu Kyi’s trial internal affair of Burma: Russia  - Mizzima - 23 June 2009 

News - Other 

NKorean Cargo Ship Could Test New UN Sanctions  - Irrawaddy – 24 June 2009  

Burma lingering on the cusp of "failed state" statu s - Mizzima - 23 June 2009 

Burmese junta uses n Korean expertise to build secr et tunnels  - The Nation – 24 June 2009 

Burma’s military regime: Digging the tunnels  - DVB – 24 June 2009 

Does Gambari Visit Burma This Week?  - AP - 23 June 2009  

Burmese Official Sacked for Nargis-related Corrupti on - Irrawaddy – 23 June 2009  

Thai authorities urge refugees to return: aid worke rs - Mizzima - 23 June 2009 

Burma sends mortars to Shan State  - Irrawaddy – 23 June 2009  

MWJA office in-charge commits suicide  - Mizzima - 23 June 2009 

Fence Project Postponed  - Narinjara News – 23 June 2009 
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Forced labour for building school in Buthidaung  - Kaladan Press - 23 June 2009 

Rohingya cemetery seized by TOC in Maungdaw  - Kaladan Press - 23 June 2009  

Wa leaders meet on Thai-Burma border - SHAN - 23 June 2009  

Opinion & Analysis  

COMMENTARY: Kang Nam Could Hold a Message, not just  Arms - By Yeni  - Irrawaddy – 23 June 
2009  

 

23/06/2009 

News  

Official: N. Korean ship carries weapons to Myanmar  - AP – 22 June 2009 

North Korean vessel exposes Pyongyang-Naypyitaw axi s - Mizzima - 22 June 2009 

U.N. envoy en route to Rangoon ahead of boss's visi t - Mizzima - 22 June 2009 

Russia Rejects Pressuring Burma  - Irrawaddy - 22 June 2009  

Activists call on India to release jailed ‘Freedom Fighters’  - Mizzima - 22 June 2009 

Suu Kyi thanks supporters for birthday wishes  - Mizzima - 23 June 2009 

KNLA Brigade 7 HQ Falls—Thailand Repatriates Refuge es - Irrawaddy – 22 June 2009  

Thai authorities tell Karen refugees to go home  - DVB - 22 June 2009 

Micro Credit in USDA’s Election Plan  - Irrawaddy - 22 June 2009  

Amid Myanmar's Gloom, Pro Soccer Gives Locals a Cha nce to Cheer  - Wall Street Journal - 23 June 
2009 

Tough job for Burma Army to wipe out Wa - SHAN - 22 June 2009  

KIO campaigns over 'known-result'  - Kachin News Group - 22 June 2009 

Banks skim money from Burmese farmers  - DVB – 23 June 2009 

Army enlists youths as porters in Mandalay  - Mizzima - 22 June 2009 

Myanmar to host ASEAN meeting on combating transnat ional crime  - Xinhua – 22 June 2009 

 

22/06/2009 

News - ASSK 

EU agrees to step up Myanmar sanctions  - Reuters – 19 June 2009 

Myanmar jails Suu Kyi supporters for pagoda prayer  - AFP – 21 June 2009 

Pro-junta rights group rejects UN rights experts’ v iew of Suu Kyi’s trial  - Mizzima - 19 June 2009 

Suu Kyi’s Eventful 21 Years in the Political Spotli ght  - Irrawaddy – 19 June 2009  

The case against Myanmar sanctions  - Globe and Mail – 20 June 2009  

News - Other 

North Korean ship headed to Burma  - DVB – 22 June 2009 

Parliamentarians seek expulsion of Burma from ASEAN  - Mizzima - 20 June 2009 
Myanmar’s Reclusive Leader  - Wall Street Journal – 22 June 2009 
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In Myanmar, Two Hidden Worlds: Amid privations, its  regime prospers by trading with China and 
India  - Wall Street Journal – 22 June 2009 

Joint Force Focuses Offensive on KNLA Brigade 7 Hea dquarters  - Irrawaddy - 20 June 2009  

Two year sentence handed down to Rangoon journalist  - Mizzima - 19 June 2009 

Professional practice in journalism of Burmese medi a in exile - SHAN - 22 June 2009  

Thousands donate hair to fix pagoda road in remote Burma  - Telegraph.co.uk - 22 June 2009 

Farmers Suffer Drought  - Narinjara News - 19 June 2009 

Opinion & Analysis  

Thinking outside the box  - by Bo Kyaw Nyein  - Mizzima - 21 June 2009  

COMMENTARY: Whys and Suu Kyi - By Kyaw Zwa Moe  - Irrawaddy – 19 June 2009  

Of protests and players: Iran, Burma and the U.S. - by Joseph Ball  - Mizzima News - 19 June 2009  

Solidarity with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and the people  of Burma - By Carl Gershman  - The Nation – 
22 June 2009 

 

19/06/2009 

News - ASSK 

Myanmar's Suu Kyi turns 64 amid outrage over trial  - Reuters- 19 June 2009 

US Tells Suu Kyi She Inspires All who Love Freedom,  Democracy  - Irrawaddy – 19 June 2009  

Britain wants more Myanmar sanctions over Suu Kyi  - Reuters/Washington Post – 18 June 2009 

Protests around the world to mark Suu Kyi birthday  - AFP – 18 June 2009 

Paul McCartney and U2 call for Suu Kyi’s release  - DVB – 19 June 2009 

Activists marking Aung San Suu Kyi’s birthday arres ted - Mizzima - 19 June 2009 

Burmese women’s groups pressured to cancel protest  - Mizzima - 18 June 2009 

Political prisoners moved to Insein’s dog quarters  - DVB – 19 June 2009 

News - Other 

China wants stability in Burma: Xi  - Mizzima - 17 June 2009 

Japan provides $4 mln aid to Myanmar cyclone-hit vi llages  - Xinhua – 19 June 2009 

Mizoram orders Burmese to leave in 15 days  - Mizzima - 18 June 2009 

Bangladesh to lodge protest against India, Myanmar' s claim over extended continental shelf  - 
Xinhua – 18 June 2009 

Myanmar troops threaten Karen rebel bases  - Reuters – 18 June 2009 

DKBA: Burma’s Second Largest Non-state Armed Group?  - Irrawaddy – 18 June 2009  

Chinese firms to have stakes in two mega dams  - Mizzima - 18 June 2009 

Pollution Kills Rare Irrawaddy Dolphins  - Irrawaddy – 19 June 2009  

Opinion & Analysis  

COMMENTARY: Cost what it May, Ban Ki-moon Must Go t o Burma - By AUNG ZAW  - Irrawaddy – 
18 June 2009  
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18/06/2009 

News - ASSK 

High Court accepts request to reinstate witnesses  - Mizzima - 17 June 2009 

Ban ‘Wants Suu Kyi Freed before Visiting Burma agai n’  - Irrawaddy – 18 June 2009  

UN Experts Fault ‘Flagrant Violations’ in Suu Kyi T rial  - Irrawaddy – 17 June 2009  

News - Other 

China Adds ‘Democracy,’ ‘Economic Growth’ to Burma Policy  - Irrawaddy – 17 June 2009  

Junta Out of Step with Asean Economic Ambition  - Irrawaddy - 17 June 2009  

Myanmar rebels to abandon base, vow to fight on  - Reuters – 18 June 2009 

An Ancient Pagoda’s Collapse Turns Myanmar’s Gaze to  the Stars  - New York Times – 18 June 
2009 

Mekong citizens appeal to Thai PM against constructi on of dams  - Mizzima - 18 June 2009 

Restriction brings down issuance of online arrival visas  - Mizzima – 17 June 2009 

Land-grams to be issued by State Council Office in Myitkyina  - Mizzima - 17 June 2009 

Regional commander forcibly sells notebooks to scho ols in Shan State - SHAN - 17 June 2009  

Opinion & Analysis  

NEWS ANALYSIS: Recent Karen Exodus Raises Questions  about UNHCR Role  - Irrawaddy – 17 
June 2009  

It's not too late to rescue Burma from further trag edy – by Benedict Rogers  - Telegraph - 17 Jun 
2009 
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Suu Kyi trial lawyers in last-ditch witness bid  - AFP – 17 June 2009 

Burmese Activists Ask Ban Ki-moon for Help  - Irrawaddy – 16 June 2009  

Suu Kyi’s Detention Affects Asean’s Credibility: Th ai PM - Irrawaddy – 16 June 2009  

News - Other 

Over 700,000 stateless persons in Burma  - DVB – 17 June 2009 

Human trafficking in Burma ‘a major problem’  - DVB – 17 June 2009 

China, Myanmar to boost "comprehensive, stable and lasting relations"  - Xinhua – 16 June 2009 

China to begin Burma pipeline construction  - DVB – 16 June 2009 

Burmese Authorities Issue ‘Passports’ to Migrants  - Irrawaddy – 16 June 2009  

Cholera outbreak in central Burma  - Mizzima - 16 June 2009 

Opinion & Analysis  

Contributor: The Myth of the Democratizing Middle Cl ass - By Camilla Buzzi  - Irrawaddy - 17 June 
2009  

The neighbourhood bully flexes its muscles - By: Ky aw Zwa Moe  - Bangkok Post – 17 June 2009  

Asean's Burma Burden: Sanctions can help bring down  the junta.- By Eva Kusuma Sundari  - Wall 
Street Journal Asia – 17 June 2009 
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Editorial: India's stance on Burma long overdue for  change  - The Nation – 17 June 2009 

Mystery Surrounds North Korean Tunnel-building in B urma – Interview with Bertil Lintner  - 
Irrawaddy – 16 June 2009  

 

16/06/2009 
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‘We can’t leave out Depayin:’ Suu Kyi's Lawyer  - Irrawaddy – 15 June 2009  

Political prisoners put in solitary confinement  - DVB - 15 June 2009 

Four prison officials sacked for leaking informatio n - Narinjara News - 15 June 2009 

News - Other 

Junta seeks regional support: Win Tin  - Mizzima - 15 June 2009 

Thai PM denies propping up Burma regime  - DVB - 16 June 2009 

Maung Aye Starts China Visit  - Irrawaddy – 15 June 2009  

China to build Myanmar oil, gas lines from Sept –me dia - Reuters - 16 June 2009  

Taiwan, Burma sign trade pact  - Mizzima - 15 June 2009 

Burma-Sri Lanka Connection: Religion and Terrorism  - Irrawaddy – 15 June 2009  

KNU Rejects Regime Version of Fighting  - Irrawaddy – 15 June 2009  

Thai Army Chief denies presence of KNU soldiers amo ng refugees  - Mizzima - 15 June 2009 

Most ceasefire armies say “No” to junta’s border forc e proposal - SHAN - 15 June 2009  

Security beefed up in Moulmein after bomb blast  - Independent Mon News Agency - 15 June 2009 

Opinion & Analysis  

Dream of Burmese Generals  - Mizzima - 16 June 2009  

COMMENTARY: China Must Get Tough on Burma Too - By Yeni- Irrawaddy – 15 June 2009  
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News - ASSK 

Suu Kyi appeal set for June 17  - AP/ Irrawaddy - 13 June 2009  

India silent on Aung San Suu Kyi’s trial: Freedom H ouse  - Mizzima - 12 June 2009 

Kachin students spray paint demand for Suu Kyi’s re lease  - Kachin News Group - 12 June 2009  
Former Political Prisoners Join ‘Free Suu Kyi’ Camp aign  - Irrawaddy – 15 June 2009  

Celebrities tweet for Suu Kyi's release in Myanmar  - AP – 14 June 2009 

‘The Lady’ And The Tramp: The Missouri misfit who h elped bring down Burma's future. - Newsweek 
– 22 June 2009 

News - Other 

Burma blasts ‘politically motivated’ EU statement o n Karen  - DVB - 15 June 2009 

Thai-Burma relations under ‘unprecedented strain’  - DVB - 12 June 2009 

Burmese and DKBA Troops Block Civilians Fleeing Con flict  - Irrawaddy – 13 June 2009  

Myanmar second top leader Maung Aye leaves on offic ial visit to China  - Xinhua – 15 June 2009 
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Appeal cases of Zargana and Zaw Thet Htwe admitted  - Mizzima - 12 June 2009 

Myanmar gives Sri Lanka $73k  - The Straits Times - 12 June 2009 

Korea rejects Burma gas project complaint  - DVB – 15 June 2009 

Monks and youths against transforming MNLA  - Independent Mon News Agency - 13 June 2009 

Burmese ambassador claims evidence needed to repatr iate Rohingya  - Kaladan Press - 13 June 
2009 

Rangoon still lacks proper electricity  - Mizzima News - 12 June 2009  

Myanmar asylum seekers find safe haven in Palau  - AP - 14 June 2009 

Opinion & Analysis  

Op-Ed Contributor : Free Aung San Suu Kyi - By Bern ard Kouchner  - New York Times – 12 June 
2009  

EDITORIAL: UN should treat Burma as it has North Ko rea - The Nation – 14 June 2009  

REGIONAL PERSPECTIVE: Enforcing the charter against  rogue members – by Kavi 
Chongkittavorn  - The Nation – 15 June 2009  

CONTRIBUTOR: Choosing the Right Battle Strategy - B y Min Zin  - Irrawaddy – 13 June 2009  

COMMENTARY: The Neighborhood Bully - By Kyaw Zwa Mo e - Irrawaddy – 12 June 2009  

CONTRIBUTOR: The Spirit of Manerplaw - By Aung Moe Zaw - Irrawaddy – 12 June 2009  

Tunnelling to nowhere out of fear - by Celeste Chen ard  - Mizzima - 12 June 2009 
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Trial of Myanmar's Suu Kyi adjourned until June 26  - AP – 12 June 2009 

France, Germany in joint appeal for Aung San Suu Ky i - AFP – 11 June 2009 

British MPs vow to support democracy-human rights i n Burma  - Mizzima - 11 June 2009 

Being a Defense Lawyer in Burma Is a Risky Business  - Irrawaddy – 11 June 2009 

News - Other 

EU “concern” over mounting military offensive in east ern Burma  - Mizzima - 11 June 2009 

Thai villagers threatened in Karen offensive  - DVB – 12 June 2009 

Burmese Migrant Workers Arrested in Malaysian Crack down  - Irrawaddy – 11 June 2009  

Observers appreciate Goh’s blunt suggestions to Tha n Shwe  - Mizzima - 11 June 2009 

Climate change worsens disaster risks for poor-UN  - Reuters - 11 June 2009  

Opinion & Analysis  

NEWS ANALYSIS: Where Pariah States Meet - By Wai Mo e - Irrawaddy – 11 June 2009  
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Myanmar's Suu Kyi tells lawyers to push appeal  - AP – 11 June 2009 

Suu Kyi ‘will not accept’ lawyer disqualification  - DVB - 11 June 2009 
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Suu Kyi trial clouds Myanmar cyclone aid effort  - Reuters – 10 June 2009 

Suu Kyi Trial Complicates US Burma Policy Review  - Irrawaddy – 11 June 2009  

Indian PM urged to secure Suu Kyi’s release  - Mizzima - 10 June 2009 

Japanese Parliamentarians critical of Burma policy  - Mizzima - 10 June 2009 

News - Other 

Obama nominee indicates possible change on Myanmar  - AP – 10 June 2009  

UN staff sent to assess Karen refugees  - DVB – 10 June 2009 

Burmese shells land on Thai soil  - DVB – 11 June 2009 

Burmese migrants in Thailand and Malaysia demand eq ual rights  - Mizzima - 10 June 2009 

Goh’s Comments Significant  - Irrawaddy – 10 June 2009 

Myanmar: education sector urgently needs funding bo ost, says UN  - UN News Centre - 10 June 
2009  

Opinion & Analysis  

NEWS ANALYSIS: Why Burma’s Generals Fear the Lady o f the Lake  - Irrawaddy – 11 June 2009  

Commentary: Impunity bars justice for Burmese ethni c groups – by Aung Htoo  - DVB – 11 June 
2009 

COMMENTARY: The Message from the Lion State - By Au ng Zaw  - Irrawaddy – 10 June 2009  
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Second defense witness to testify in Suu Kyi trial  - Mizzima - 9 June 2009 

Character assassination of Aung San Suu Kyi  - Mizzima - 9 June 2009 

Release of political prisoners ‘a UN priority’  - DVB – 10 June 2009 

News - Other 

SM Goh In Myanmar: Ensure polls are free, fair  - Straits Times – 10 June 2009 

KNU Calls for Tripartite Talks  - Irrawaddy – 9 June 2009 

Junta No 3 Reportedly in China  - Irrawaddy – 9 June 2009  

Serious Violations against Children in Burma: Ban  - Irrawaddy – 10 June 2009  

Indonesia says US sanctions hurting Burmese citizen s - DVB – 9 June 2009 

Bangladesh PM inquires about Rohingya infiltration  - Narinjara News - 9 June 2009 

Road Development in Arakan Neglected for Fear of Mu slims  - Narinjara News - 9 June 2009 

SPDC Extends Ethnic Radio Program for Propaganda  - Narinjara News - 10 June 2009 

Opinion & Analysis  

COMMENTARY: Burma Challenges Thailand with its Bord er Offensive - By Yeni  - Irrawaddy – 9 
June 2009  
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Junta to put Aung San Suu Kyi under house arrest ag ain - Mizzima - 9 June 2009  

Myanmar court set to rule on witnesses for Suu Kyi  - AP – 9 June 2009 

U.S., Indonesia call for Suu Kyi's release  - Mizzima - 9 June 2009 

Suu Kyi Porn Site Sparks Outrage  - Irrawaddy - 8 June 2009  

News - Other 

Burma tightens border control  - Financial Times – 9 June 2009 

Clashes Force More Karens to Thailand  - Irrawaddy – 8 June 2009  

Goh to Meet Than Shwe in Naypyidaw  - Irrawaddy - 8 June 2009  

Youth sold to Burmese army for $US20  - DVB – 9 June 2009 

The Rohingya’s lives in limbo  - The National – 9 June 2009  

Color-coded employment cards for migrant workers is sued - SHAN - 8 June 2009  

Another Ceasefire Group Rejects Border Guards Propo sal - Irrawaddy – 8 June 2009  

Opinion & Analysis  

EDITORIAL: The World is Ready for a President Aung San Suu Kyi  - Irrawaddy - 8 June 2009  

Burma plays long in trial of Aung San Suu Kyi – By Mark Canning  - Guardian – 9 June 2009 

Burma's unravelling web of deceipt – by Francis Wad e - DVB – 9 June 2009  

Powerless against The Lady  - by May Ng  - Mizzima - 9 June 2009 
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News 

Aid groups: 3,000 villagers flee Myanmar shelling  - AP – 7 June 2009 

Attacks on KNLA Continue  - Irrawaddy - 6 June 2009  

Suu Kyi party warned over trial criticism: media  - AFP – 6 June 2009  

State media accuses U.S. and UK embassies of nexus with NLD  - Mizzima - 5 June 2009 

Another Pagoda Accident in Burma  - Irrawaddy – 5 June 2009  

Many Burmese See Pagoda Collapse as an Omen for the  Junta  - New York Times – 7 June 2009  

Sri Lanka and Singapore ministers in Burma  - DVB – 8 June 2009 

ILO alarmed by forced labour clause in Myanmar cons titution  - AFP – 7 June 2009 

Junta clampdown on exiled radio listeners  - DVB – 8 June 2009 

Jurists Want Security Council to Open Burma War Cri mes Probe  - Irrawaddy - 8 June 2009  

Myanmar democracy movement appears to be weakening  - LA Times – 7 June 2009 

178 Burmese Muslim Pushed Back to Burma in 4 Days  - Narinjara News - 7 June 2009 

3 injured in plane accident in Myanmar  - Xinhua – 6 June 2009 

Junta confiscates private lands  - Khonumthung News - 5 June 2009  

Wa prepares full response to junta - SHAN - 5 June 2009  

Mizoram authorities block Indo-Myanmar border trade route no. 2  - Khonumthung News - 5 June 
2009  
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Nasaka injures five Bangladeshi fishermen, seizes fi shing boat  - Kaladan Press - 5 June 2009  

Opinion & Analysis  

REGIONAL PERSPECTIVE: The Burmese factor in Thai-Si no relations - By Kavi Chongkittavorn  - 
The Nation - 8 June 2009  

CONTRIBUTOR: Balance and Grace - By John Jackson  - Irrawaddy – 6 June 2009  
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Suu Kyi's Trial Delayed a Week  - AP / Irrawaddy – 5 June 2009  

US ‘will not impose solutions’ on Burma  - DVB – 4 June 2009 

Keep up the Pressure, Urges Win Tin  - Irrawaddy – 4 June 2009  

Suu Kyi Photo Campaign Launched  - Irrawaddy – 4 June 2009 

News - Other 

ASEAN-led humanitarian aid effort needed in Burma  - Mizzima - 4 June 2009 

Parents face difficulty to admit for high academic costs  - Kaladan Press - 4 June 2009 13:47  

Burmese Army extorts money from vehicle owners  - Khonumthung News - 4 June 2009  

New border defence forces to replace riot police in  western Burma  - Narinjara News - 4 June 2009  

Wa Army Asked to Reconsider Border Guard Role  - Irrawaddy – 4 June 2009 

Burmese Media Again Challenge Thailand’s Burma Poli cy - Irrawaddy – 4 June 2009 
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CONTRIBUTOR: A Dangerous Experiment - By Aung Moe Z aw - Irrawaddy – 4 June 2009  

CONTRIBUTOR: India Should Reassess its Burma ‘Sweet heart’ Policy - By Nehginpao Kipgen  - 
Irrawaddy – 5 June 2009  

Rangoon: a tale of two cities amidst political turm oil - by Celeste Chenard  - Mizzima - 5 June 2009  
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Court Postpones Suu Kyi Verdict, Admits Defense Wit nesses  - Irrawaddy - 3 June 2009  

Trial of Aung San Suu Kyi: Tried 'for being polite'  - Straits Times – 4 June 2009 

Suu Kyi trial 'a chance' for UN inquiry on Burma  - AFP – 3 June 2009 

News - Other 

Women, children held after rare protest in Myanmar  - Reuters – 4 June 2009 

Landslide kills four in Southern Burma  - Mizzima - 4 June 2009 

Junta-EU Relations Worsening  - Irrawaddy – 3 June 2009 

ASEAN urged to pressure junta for democracy in Burm a - Mizzima - 3 June 2009 

Regime Fears Growing China Dominance of Burma’s Eco nomy  - Irrawaddy – 3 June 2009  

Ban Ki-moon pays tribute to Burma’s U Thant  - DVB – 4 June 2009 
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Kachin student in coma after brutal assault by sold iers  - Kachin News Group - 3 June 2009  

Thailand Re-opens Migrant Worker Registration Progr am - Irrawaddy – 3 June 2009 

Fund crunch threatens rice production in Burma: WFP  - Mizzima - 3 June 2009 

Activists skeptical of release of child soldiers  - Mizzima - 3 June 2009 

Opinion & Analysis  

NEWS ANALYSIS: After The Lady Is Jailed By Yeni  - Irrawaddy – 3 June 2009  

COMMENTARY: Constructive Non-interference? By Aung Zaw - Irrawaddy – 3 June 2009  

 

03/06/2009 

News – ASSK 

Myanmar's Suu Kyi challenges witness ban  - AFP – 3 June 2009 

Junta plots to justify trial of Aung San Suu Kyi: F DB - Mizzima - 3 June 2009 

Civil Servants Briefed on Suu Kyi ‘Scandal’  - Irrawaddy – 2 June 2009  

Burmese Legal Experts Criticize Suu Kyi Trial  - Irrawaddy – 2 June 2009  

Call for the release of NLD Vice-Chairman Tin Oo  - Mizzima - 2 June 2009 

Lawyer: Yettaw Had No Criminal Intent  - AP/ Irrawaddy – 3 June 2009  

Police raid True News Weekly Journal office  - Mizzima - 1 June 2009 

News - Other 

South Korea Urges Burma to Ensure Democracy  - AP/ Irrawaddy – 2 June 2009  

Monk calls for unity among religious leaders  - DVB – 3 June 2009 

Burma ranks 126th in Global Peace Index  - Mizzima - 2 June 2009 

Children recruited in Burmese Army cadet  - SHAN - 3 June 2009  

Burmese families arrive to settle in Maungdaw  - Narinjara News - 2 June 2009  

Kachin youths assaulted and detained for preventing  rape by Burmese soldiers  - Kachin News 
Group - 2 June 2009  

'Culprits' in Last Year's Energy Spike Reappear  - Irrawaddy – 3 June 2009  

Opinion & Analysis  

Will Myanmar follow North Korea's way?- by Lilian B udianto  - The Jakarta Post – 2 June 2009  

 

02/06/2009 

News – ASSK 

Aung San Suu Kyi’s court date postponed to June 5  - Mizzima - 29 May 2009 

Yettaw acted alone, says lawyer  - AFP / DVB – 2 June 2009 

Suu Kyi ‘bears no grudge’ toward Yettaw  - DVB – 1 June 2009 

NLD claims junta only interested in own security  - DVB – 2 June 2009  

Junta publicly defends Aung San Suu Kyi’s trial  - Mizzima - 1 June 2009 

Burma reiterates warning to neighbours  - DVB – 1 June 2009  
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Hints of Burma-Thailand Tension Appear in State-run  Media - Irrawaddy – 2 June 2009  

News - Other 

20 Die as Ancient Pagoda Mysteriously Collapses  - Irrawaddy - 1 June 2009  

Burma Locked Out of Region’s Prosperity, Says Gates  - Irrawaddy – 1 June 2009  

Malaysia denies Burmese human trafficking  - Mizzima - 2 June 2009 

Former Burmese intelligence official ‘would testify ’ at ICC - DVB – 1 June 2009 

Bangladesh, Burma Work to Resolve Rohingya Repatria tion  - Irrawaddy – 1 June 2009  

Junta imparts military training to civilians  - Khonumthung News - 1 June 2009 

Veteran politician laments Burmese independence  - DVB – 2 June 2009 

Opinion & Analysis  

REGIONAL PERSPECTIVE: It's incumbent upon Thailand to lead Asean on Burma – by Kavi 
Chongkittavorn  - The Nation – 1 June 2009  

The EU must start squeezing Burma – by Simon Tisdall  - The Guardian - 2 June 2009 

What the U.N. Can't Ignore in Burma - By Pedro Nikk en and Geoffrey Nice  - Washington Post – 2 
June 2009  

COMMENTARY: Stoking the Fears of Foreign Influence - By Joseph A. Allchin  - Irrawaddy – 2 June 
2009  

EDITORIAL: The Regime’s Hollow Talk of Justice and the Law -  Irrawaddy – 2 June 2009  

‘We Won’t Have another Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’ – Inte rview with Khin Ohmar  - Irrawaddy – 2 June 
2009  

NEWS ANALYSIS: Insein Prison Trial is a One-Way Str eet - By Aung Zaw  - Irrawaddy - 1 June 2009  

Recession bites: compounding misery for migrants - Joseph A. Allchin  - DVB – 1 June 2009  
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News 

U.N. chief to arrive in Burma Friday   
Mizzima - 30 June 2009  

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon will arrive in Burma on Friday for a short two-day visit to 
the country, according to an announcement made yesterday in New York. 

Michele Montas, spokesperson for the Secretary-General, on Monday confirmed that Ban intends to meet 
with the "senior leadership" in the military-ruled country in order to address three critical issues to the 
future of the state: the release of political prisoners, the renewal of dialogue between the government and 
opposition, and preparations for next year's scheduled general election.  

“The Secretary-General," aired Montas, "believes that the sooner these issues are addressed, the earlier 
Myanmar [Burma] will be able to move towards peace, democracy and prosperity.”  

“He looks forward to meeting all key stakeholders to discuss what further assistance the United Nations 
can offer to that end,” added Montas.  

Ban's visit is set to coincide with the scheduled reconvening of the trial against opposition leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi in an Insein prison court.  

The trial is to resume on Friday, July 3, with the testimony of a second defense witness.  

Asked as to the Secretary-General's reaction to the Burmese High Court's rejection yesterday of a 
defense counsel argument for the reinstatement of two further defense witnesses, Montas remarked: 
"Well, he is not talking about the trial right now."    

Instead, Ban is expected to approach the subject of Aung San Suu Kyi as a part of his discourse relating 
to the need to release all political prisoners.  

It is hoped the visit can build on the positive relationship between Ban and Burma's military leaders first 
nurtured during his trip to the country in the wake of the devastation wrought by Cyclone Nargis.  

Exactly who the Secretary-General will be able to meet during his brief stay in Burma is unknown. Ban is 
currently en route to Japan. 

-------------------- 

Japanese Police Block Suspected Missile Technology Exports for Burma   
Irrawaddy – 30 June 2009  

By Arkar Moe  

Japanese police arrested three top businessmen on Monday on suspicion of attempting to export to 
Burma a measuring instrument that could be used to develop long-range ballistic missile systems, 
Japanese newspapers reported.   

Accordingly to the newspaper Yomiuri Shimbun, Japanese police initially believed that the three—all of 
them presidents of Japanese companies—were trying to export the device to North Korea via Burma.  

But then suspicions hardened that the nominal North Korean importer had exported other missile 
development-related equipment to Burma, leading the police to believe that “North Korea was attempting 
to promote the transfer of missile technologies, such as its Taepodong system, to Myanmar [Burma].” 

The three businessmen, arrested on suspicion of violating the Foreign Exchange and Foreign Trade Law, 
were identified as Lee Kyoung Ho, 41, an ethnic Korean resident and  president of the trading firm Toko 
Boeki; Miaki Katsuki, 75, president of a manufacturing firm; and Yasuhiko Muto, 57, president of an 
export agency.  

According to the police, the three conspired to export the magnetic measuring device to Burma via 
Malaysia around January 2009 at a price of about 7 million yen (US $73,000), the newspaper report said.  

Export of the device is restricted under regulations that prohibit exports of products that could be used for 
weapons of mass destruction.  

http://mizzima.com/news/inside-burma/2378-un-chief-to-arrive-in-burma-friday.html
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The newspaper said that around September 2008, the company had also tried to export the same 
instrument to Burma’s Ministry for Industry 2, which plays a key supporting role in Burma's nuclear 
program as the chairman of the Myanmar [Burma] Atomic Energy Committee. 

The Japanese newspaper report said both attempts to export the device were aborted immediately before 
shipment when Japan's Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry notified the company that it had failed to 
submit an export application.  

The export attempts were based on an order by the Beijing office of New East International Trading Ltd, 
based in Hong Kong, in early 2008. The firm is believed to be under the direct control of the Second 
Economic Committee of the Pyongyang's Workers' Party of Korea. The committee is responsible for the 
party's military procurement.  

North Korea has a record of selling arms and military technology to Burma. It is suspected that this may 
include secret nuclear technology.  

In 2004, a high-ranking US government official said North Korea had proposed the sale of missiles to 
Burma.  

A North Korean cargo ship, Kang Nam 1, left a North Korean port reportedly for Burma on June 17, and is 
believed to be carrying weapons, missile parts or possibly even nuclear materials. A US Naval ship is 
shadowing the ship, which is being monitored under UN sanctions. 

-------------------- 

Suu Kyi trial held in ‘climate of censorship’   
DVB – 30 June 2009 

Media watchdogs have condemned the sentencing of a Burmese journalist reporting on the trial of Aung 
San Suu Kyi, and said that coverage of the trial is “very much biased” with reporters subject to 
intimidation. 

The Suu Kyi trial, now in its seventh week, is being held behind closed doors in a courtroom inside 
Rangoon’s Insein prison. 

Diplomats and reporters working for both international and domestic agencies were allowed access to two 
court sessions in May, although Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy (NLD) party said the move was 
merely “a gesture” at open hearings.  

Yesterday, Paris-based media watchdog Reporters Without Borders (RSF) and Thailand-based Burma 
Media Association (BMA) released a statement saying the trial was being held “in a climate of repression 
and censorship”.  

Last year RSF ranked Burma 170 out of 173 on their Press Freedom Index, narrowly above North Korea, 
Eritrea and Turkmenistan. 

Reporting on the Suu Kyi trial has been thwarted by “a clear intention to prevent any independent 
coverage,” said Vincent Brossel, head of the RSF Asia desk. 

He added that private news organizations were being denied “any sort of pro-Suu Kyi view or any 
independent view on the issue”, the result being that coverage by all organisations is “very much biased”. 

Regarding the fake pictures used on a pro-government website of US citizen John Yettaw, whose visit to 
Suu Kyi’s compound in May sparked the trial, BMA’s San Moe Wei said that the government is “trying to 
create misunderstanding”. 

“We are against this standard,” he said. 

Both RSF and BMA also condemned the charges brought against journalist Zaw Tun, who reported on 
the trial and was sentenced to two years imprisonment after being arrested near Suu Kyi’s home in 
Rangoon. 

The sentencing of Zaw Tun is just one of the many punishments handed out to silence people from 
reporting on politically-sensitive events in Burma.  

http://english.dvb.no/news.php?id=2666


According to the exiled Assistance Association for Political Prisoners-Burma (AAPP), the latest figures 
show that there are 42 media activists currently being detained in prisons around Burma. 

Some cases of Political Prisoner continue to be accompanied with reports of unfair trials, lengthy 
sentences and torture, meaning that “some journalists are scared”, according to San Moe Wei.  

Reporting by Daniella Nayu  

-------------------- 

Reporter photographing A/H1N1 patient quarantined   
Mizzima - 29 June 2009 

by Myo Thein     

Rangoon – Authorities on Sunday detained a journalist who tried to take a photograph of the 13-year old 
girl who authorities have announced is suffering from the first detected instance of A/H1N1, or swine flu, 
in Burma.  

The journalist, who bribed hospital security in order to take the photograph, was detained in order to be 
tested for infection, a hospital official told Mizzima.  

“It [our concern] is not simply the breaking of the rules of the hospital, his actions could also spread the 
disease,” said a specialist doctor of the hospital.   

“He could be easily infected with the disease as he was not wearing any covers. Even when doctors go in 
to see her [the infected girl] they have to put on a special coat and mask. This reporter did not take any 
precaution, so we will have to quarantine him to check his situation,” the doctor explained.  

Reportedly, the security agent who accepted the bribe from the reporter has since been sacked from his 
post.  

Authorities are also said to be keeping a close watch over the infected girl’s parents, friends and 
schoolmates for any possible symptoms of the disease.  

The 13-year old girl's temperature was normal when checked at Yangon Airport on June 26th. But later, 
while in school, her teacher, who is also a doctor at the Ministry of Health, found her cough strange and 
took her to the hospital. 

While the rest of her classmates have been tested for the virus, one individual had reportedly already 
returned to their home village of Depayin in Sagaing Division, prompting authorities to continue their 
search for the missing pupil.   

-------------------- 

North Korea Can Allay Fear at Regional Forum   
Irrawaddy – 29 June 2009  

By Min Lwin  

North Korea should calm regional fears by explaining its relations with Burma at the 16th Asean Regional 
Forum (ARF) to be held in Phuket, Thailand, July16-23. 

An editorial in the Bangkok Post, Monday, stated ARF would be the perfect forum for North Korea to 
explain its recent actions and lay out its future plans. 

“An unauthorized nuclear project, even without weapons capability, would pose a serious threat to the 
ecology of Thailand and the region,” the editorial declared. 

The editorial said, “The world including Thailand views North Korea as a dangerous country, addicted to 
frightening threats of nuclear attacks and weapons trafficking on any scale it chooses.”  

North Korean has a record of selling arms and military technology to Burma. It is suspected that this may 
include secretive nuclear technology.  

http://mizzima.com/news/inside-burma/2376-reporter-photographing-ah1n1-patient-quarantined.html
http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16231


The North Korean cargo ship, Kang Nam, that recently left North Korea for Burma could be carrying 
weapons.  

North Korea’s military support for Burma may be considered a serious issue at the forum, according to 
analysts.  

“ARF is supposed to be a forum for regional security, so we hope that they will consider issues related to 
comprehensive security as part of an Asean plan of action,” Debbie Stothard, coordinator of the Bangkok-
based Alternative Asean Network on Burma said to The Irrawaddy. 

“North Korea is definitely a very serious issue,” she added. “ARF hasn’t been taking the situation in 
Burma seriously, and consequently they don’t have any plan of action.” 

“In effect ARF is allowing Burma to become another North Korea, which is a danger to the region,” 
Stothard said. 

By bringing Asian and Western powers together, ARF can provide an important forum for discussing the 
array of dangers arising from North Korea's illegal weapons trafficking to Burma, according to Burma 
political analysts. 

ARF was founded in 1994 to promote open dialogue on political and security issues and to build trust 
among its members through dialogue and confidence-building measures. 

Twenty seven nations currently participate in ARF. They automatically include Asean member states as 
well as Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, China, European Union, India, Japan, Democratic 
Peoples' Republic of Korea, Republic of Korea, Mongolia, New Zealand, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, 
Russian Federation, Sri Lanka, Timor Leste and the United States. 

-------------------- 

Junta Officials Snub Mon Party Ceasefire Anniversar y  
Irrawaddy – 29 June 2009 

By Lawi Weng  

Burmese junta officials from the southeast command snubbed the New Mon State Party’s 14th 
anniversary celebration of its ceasefire agreement with the government at the party’s office in Moulmein 
on Monday, according to officials.  

A NMSP member, who didn’t want to be named, said that the party invited southeast command officials, 
but none attended.   

“They might hate us because we don’t listen [agree] to what they say,” he said. “That’s why they didn’t 
come to the celebration.”  

According to a source close to the party, the junta is worried that NMSP leaders will rescind the ceasefire 
agreement and also not agree to become a border guard force under the junta’s command.   

NMPS leaders have been told to give their answer on transforming into a border guard force by the end of 
July. 

According to a source close to the NMSP, its leaders do not want their military troops to become a border 
guard force.  

However, some party leaders would like to participate in the 2010 election said the source.  

The party normally celebrates its ceasefire agreement, which was signed in 1995, at a hotel in Moulmein, 
but this year it was celebrated at its party office in Moulmein because of budget restrictions. 

The junta withdrew its budget to the party following the party’s refusal to join the national convention in 
2008. Its contribution in 2008 was about 4 million kyat [US $3,636] a month.   

Naing Han Thar, a general secretary of the party, said, “The government doesn’t provide anything for our 
party any more. It is hard to run the party without enough money. We run [on] money contributed from our 
people.”  

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16229


The junta has imposed restrictions on the party from conducting business deals and from taxing the 
people, which has prevented it from increasing the size of its military force.  

In spite of the ceasefire agreement, observers say there has been little political advancement in over a 
decade in Mon State, and Burmese troops have continued a campaign of human rights abuses. 

The Mon Party attended the national constitutional convention held by the regime in 2003, but left after a 
proposal to form a federal government was rejected. Later the party simply sent observers to the 
convention.  

The Mon Party released a statement opposing the junta’s constitutional referendum in 2008, citing fears 
that the process would strengthen the government by giving it a veneer of democracy without resulting in 
any actual improvements. 

-------------------- 

Former First Lady Bush, U2 Rockers Support Suu Kyi   
Irrawaddy - 29 June 2009  

By Arkar Moe 

Former US first lady Laura Bush said the international community must do more than express concern 
about the Burmese military government and its abuse of democracy and human rights. 

Bush, writing in The Washington Post on Sunday, said the UN Security Council should refer leaders of 
Burma to the International Criminal Court for war crimes as it did Sudan for the alleged genocide in 
Darfur. 

Bush said that Aung San Suu Kyi's example of civil courage—like protesters in Iran—reminds people that 
no matter how callous the junta, it cannot lock up what Suu Kyi represents: the fundamental desire of all 
people to live in freedom and dignity. 

“Inside Burma, more than 3,000 villages have been ‘forcibly displaced’—a number exceeding the mass 
relocations in genocide-racked Darfur,” she wrote. 

She noted that there are many forms of human rights abuses in Burma: “Rape is routinely used as a 
‘weapon of war.’ Human trafficking, where women and children are snatched and sold, is pervasive. 
Summary executions pass for justice, while lawyers are arrested for the ‘crime’ of defending the 
persecuted.” 

"There have been 38 UN resolutions condemning these abuses, yet the horrors continue unabated," she 
said. "Under the junta's brutal rule, too many lives have been wasted, lives whose talents could have 
helped all of Burma prosper." 

The former first lady said: “The junta leaders wish to undermine the Nobel Peace laureate's influence 
ahead of next year's elections. Leaders from around the world—including the United States—have called 
forcefully for the junta to release Aung San Suu Kyi and the 2,100 other political prisoners it is holding, 
but the world must do more than express concern." 

"With UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon planning to visit Burma this summer, it is crucial that he press 
the regime to take immediate steps to end human rights abuses, particularly in ethnic minority areas," she 
wrote.  

Bush praised Suu Kyi: “We should all share her hope, and add our voices to those who risk so much to 
protest tyranny and injustice in Burma and beyond."  

Meanwhile, the Irish rock band U2 urged its fans attending their concerts to put on masks of pro-
democracy leader Aung san Suu Kyi when they played the song "Walk on,” which is dedicated to Suu Kyi. 

U2 offered masks of the Nobel Peace Prize laureate which could be downloaded from its Web site. 

Bo Kyi, the joint-secretary of the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners-Burma told The Irrawaddy 
on Monday:  “We agree and support the action of the U2 band and welcome their idea because it can 
draw global attention about Aung San Suu Kyi and Burmese politics.” 
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-------------------- 

Thailand raises surveillance near Moei River   
Mizzima - 29 June 2009 

by Usa Pichai     

Chiang Mai - Security officials in Thailand have beefed up surveillance on Moei River, in the wake of 
clashes with ethnic Karen armed men, who were trying to cross over to Thailand.  

A villager from Tak province, who lives near the border, told Mizzima that Thai military personnel have 
raised the surveillance level along the Moei River, which is also the border between Thailand and Burma. 
Thai security officials increased surveillance after a Thai soldier had a minor skirmish with an ethnic 
armed group, who were trying to cross over to Thailand.  

The skirmish took place on Saturday, as Thai military personnel in Mae Sot District of Tak province met a 
group of Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA) soldiers, who were crossing over into Maeku Luang 
Village. The clash, reportedly, went on for about 10 minutes.  

Following the incident, Thai officials inspected the area and found that two DKBA soldiers – a man and a 
woman – had bullet injuries and were later sent to the Mae Sot Hospital, while two other soldiers fled from 
the scene into Thailand. Officials also found a number of weapons at the spot. The Thai military are on 
the lookout for the other two armed men.   

The incident followed a severe attack on a DKBA boat, by unidentified armed men on the Moei River, 
which left 16 DKBA soldiers, including senior level officials dead.  

According to a report on a Thai news website, Manager, on Sunday, Pol  Lieutenant General, Surasri 
Suntornsarntoon, Commander of the Sixth Royal Police Office, visited the area in Mae Sot and followed 
up on the investigations into the attack on the DKBA boat, in which Colonel San Pyone, Commander of 
DKBA’s Battalion 7 of the Brigade 999, was also killed.  

Colonel San Pyone, had earlier been accused of having links with the murder of Pado Mahn Sha, former 
Secretary General of the Karen National Union (KNU) in Mae Sot district last year. In the event of his 
death, the police would withdraw the arrest warrant, against San Pyone, which had been issued by a Thai 
Criminal Court, it had been stated.    

However, the officials still beefed up surveillance because local villagers said that they found armed men 
crossing over into Thailand and fighting is still continuing in the area.  

The situation near the Karen State border with Thailand this year has drawn a lot of attention from the 
local and international community, because several thousand local Karen villagers in Burma fled to 
Thailand and many of them are suffering from ill-health and malnutrition.  

Currently, international non government organizations have donated more medicines for malaria patients, 
which is the main disease among the current batch of refugees, who took shelter in Thasongyang district 
of Tak province, together with respiratory diseases.  

The Thailand government expected that the number of new Karen refugees was about 3,000, but local 
NGO workers believe that the real number is much higher and would increase due to the tension from the 
clashes near the Moei River. 

-------------------- 

Three Kachin peace groups give into junta   
Kachin News Group - 29 June 2009  

Three Kachin ceasefire groups in northern Burma last week, gave into the demands of the Burmese 
military junta of transforming their armed-wings into the kind of forces that the regime wants, said sources 
close to the groups. 

The New Democratic Army-Kachin (NDA-K), the Lasang Awng Wa Peace Group in Kachin State and the 
Kachin Defense Army (KDA) in northeast Shan State agreed to transform their armed-forces to a Border 
Guard Force or local militia, said sources in the three outfits. 

http://mizzima.com/news/regional/2377-thailand-raises-surveillance-near-moei-river.html
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KDA and Lasang Awng Wa Peace Group agreed to convert their forces into local militia groups with less 
manpower than it has now, said insiders. 

The KDA led by Mahtu Naw based in Kawng Hka near Kutkai Town was formerly the 4th brigade of the 
Kachin Independence Army (KIA). It has about 500 soldiers. It has been receiving rations from the ruling 
junta since it surrendered in 1990. 

Kachins in northeast Shan State are terribly upset over the KDA agreeing to transform to a local militia 
group, said a Kachin resident in Muse. 

Similarly, the Lasang Awng Wa Peace Group is also ready to transform its force, which accounts for 
about 200, to a local militia group because it is in no position to oppose the orders of the junta after it split 
from the mother unit the KIO/A in January 4, 2004. 

The group is based in Gwi Htu Pa near the Kachin State capital Myitkyina, where it was set up by former 
Northern Command Commander Maj-Gen Ohn Myint of the Burmese Army in late 2004. It receives 
rations from the regime, said insiders. 

The New Democratic Army-Kachin (NDA-K) in Kachin State agreed to transform to a battalion of a Border 
Guard Force on June 24 in the meeting with the junta's Northern Command Commander Brig-Gen Soe 
Win in the organizational headquarters in Pang Wah, said Baptist pastor-turned NDA-K officer, Lt-Col 
Nhkum Doi La. 

The Zahkung Ting Ying led NDA-K was formerly the Army Division No. 101 of the Communist Party of 
Burma (CPB) after it split from the mother unit the Kachin Independence Organization (KIO) in 1968 and 
signed a permanent peace agreement with the junta on December 15, 1989. 

Currently the NDA-K has about 800 soldiers and at least 500 of them are receiving monthly salaries from 
the junta, said NDA-K officers. 

However, the KIO/A, the original mother unit of the three Kachin peace groups has refused to transform 
its armed-wing. It has told the junta that it could change to a State Security Force not a Border Guard 
Force. 

-------------------- 

Two bombs blast Thai-Burma border town, army securi ty increases  
IMNA - 29 June 2009 

Kon Hadae 

Last night two bombs exploded in Three Pagodas Pass Town. According to a source in the Burmese 
border town, the army announced that the blasts occurred at 8:20 and 8:23 p.m., with a third bomb 
discovered that did not detonate. 

The first bomb exploded in the compound of the Special Branch of Police office. Just three minutes later 
the second exploded in front of the Burma army Light Infantry Battalion (LIB) No.32. 

“The SPDC could not find out who blasted the bombs and they are still investigating to find out which 
group did that,” said a member of the New Mon State Party (NMSP). 

According to a Three Pagodas Pass Town resident, the SPDC authorities arrested two men suspected to 
be members of the Karen National Union (KNU), the main political party of the Karen people. These 
suspects worked in a furniture shop just outside of the LIB No. 32. 

Another resident explained how the bomb blasts have created fear in Three Pagodas Pass Town: 
“because of the bomb explosions last night, the large shop owners…[they] close their shops very early, 
they are afraid it is going to happen again.” 

Residents told IMNA that the security was initially increased at road checkpoints, and tonight it was 
ratcheted up inside the town; SPDC troops and police officers have begun patrolling in motorbikes and 
trucks. 

http://www.monnews-imna.com/newsupdate.php?ID=1462


This is the second time in just over a month that bomb blasts in Mon State raised security levels, the first 
being the explosion of three bombs on May 27th in Moulmein, the Mon State capital city. 

IMNA received reports that some residents believe the SPDC authorities may have detonated the bombs 
themselves, whether to drum up negative opinions of ethnic political parties and their connected armies, 
or to justify increases in militarization and future trade-related taxes. 

-------------------- 

Iron mine could destroy 7000 Shan homes   
DVB – 29 June 2009  

Russian and Italian engineering companies are reported to be involved in the development of a huge iron 
ore mine in Burma’s eastern Shan state that campaigners say could displace more than 7,000 homes. 

The already volatile Shan state is home to Burma’s second largest iron ore deposit, on the site of Mount 
Pinpet. 

Excavation of the site began in 2004, and work includes the conversion of around 11,000 acres of 
surrounding land for construction of a cement factory and iron processing plant.  

The Pa-O Youth Organisation (PYO), in a report released today, said that more than 25 villages home to 
around 7000 mainly ethnic Pa-O people could be destroyed by the Pinpet Mining Project. 

“Fifty people have already been forced to move and were not adequately compensated,” said the 
Robbing the Future report. 

“The confiscation of vital farmlands has begun, leaving over 100 families without the primary source of 
their livelihood and sustenance.” 

A spokesperson from PYO said that villagers had very little, if any, input on the plans for the project.  

“[The government] don’t talk to the villagers, they don’t negotiate with the villagers regarding plans for the 
mining project - they don’t really discuss in advance what they are going to do,” said Khun Ko Wein. 

The report points to Russian company Tyazhpromexport as being the major foreign investor in the Pinpet 
Iron Factory, with $US150 million so far channeled into the project.  

Russia maintains strong ties with Burma despite the country’s ruling junta being under mounting 
international pressure over the trial of Aung San Suu Kyi and documented state-sanctioned human rights 
abuses. 

An Italian company, Danieli, which claims to be one of the world’s leading suppliers of equipment to the 
metals industry, is also highlighted in the report. 

The company, who in 2007 confirmed that they operate in Burma, was unavailable for comment.  

Another concern of PYO’s is the link between the Pinpet mine and rumours that Burma is mining uranium, 
a key ingredient for nuclear weaponry.  

According to the report, Burma’s Ministry of Energy has officially announced the presence of five uranium 
deposits in the country, although has not publicly stated that these will be mined.  

Speculation that uranium exists near the Pinpet site has added fuel to the rumours, with some locals 
fearing that the mine could be being used as a cover to exploit and refine uranium. 

Such rumours have been further compounded by growing evidence that Burma is strengthening its ties 
with North Korea, who last month successfully tested a nuclear bomb.  

Reporting by Francis Wade  

-------------------- 

Opinion & Analysis  

COMMENTARY: Closer Burma-N Korea Ties a Serious Cau se for Concern - By Yeni  
Irrawaddy – 29 June 2009  
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Recent evidence of the closer relationship between Burma and North Korea exposes the complete failure 
of the Burmese regime’s diplomacy and foreign policy in the face of increasing pressure by international 
and regional governments. 

With Burma losing face internationally and regionally since the ruling junta put Aung San Suu Kyi’s on 
trial, the Burmese generals are anxious for their traditional ally to stand by their side. 

The relationship with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) deteriorated when Thailand, as 
current Asean chair, issued a public statement in May on Suu Kyi's trial, saying the "honor and credibility" 
of its troublesome member, Burma, was "at stake."  

Moreover, Singapore Senior Minister Goh Chok Tong, whose country is one of Burma's biggest foreign 
investors and has close relations with the Burmese junta, said bluntly that the general election planned for 
2010 must be inclusive and that the opposition National League for Democracy, led by Suu Kyi, must be 
part of the process of national reconciliation. 

Goh, chairman of the city state’s central bank, the Monetary Authority of Singapore, also said that 
Singapore investors will likely wait until after the election before pouring any more money into the country. 

Although it is too early to say that closer ties with North Korea could be a response to assertions on 
Burma by the Asean members, it is clear that recent developments have greatly added to worries that the 
two pariah states are becoming a double threat to regional security. 

The mysterious voyage of the North Korean cargo ship, the Kang Nam 1, which is believed to be heading 
for Burma, and is currently being shadowed by the US Navy, and the leaking of documents and video 
footage showing caves and tunnels being constructed in Burma with the help of North Korean engineers, 
have raised suspicions in the region that the facilities are connected to Burmese plans for a nuclear 
reactor. 

Some analysts said that fears about the acquisition of unconventional weapons by Burma are not totally 
unfounded. "Given North Korea's nuclear trade to Syria, its attempts to sell Scuds to Myanmar [Burma], 
and its ongoing sales of conventional arms, there's reason to be worried about a WMD relationship," 
Michael Green, a Burma expert and former adviser to then-President George W Bush told the Wall Street 
Journal recently. 

For several years, the Burmese junta has been trying to foster relations with countries which are 
antagonistic towards the US—especially North Korea, which has constructed 8,200 underground 
facilities, including 180 munitions factories, to house key government offices and military command posts 
in case of war. 

Observers say that the Burmese ruling generals take a hostile approach to the US because of its 
economic sanctions and have become paranoid about a possible US invasion of their country. These are 
the main reasons for speeding up a reengagement with North Korea. 

In 1983, North Korean spies operating in Burma planted a bomb at the Martyr’s Mausoleum in Rangoon, 
where the country's forefathers lie, killing 18 South Korean officials, including four ministers.  

Burma broke all ties with North Korea as a result. However, in its anxiety to procure the arms and 
technology to develop its armed forces, the Burmese regime later resumed diplomatic ties without 
securing any apology from North Korea. 

Although it is not yet clear whether the tunneling projects in and around Napyidaw are to afford the 
paranoid junta protection from its own people or from the outside world, it proved again that the top 
Burmese generals have dug themselves deeper into isolation over the past few years. 

The generals' bunker-mentality has been in place since 1962 when they took power from Burma's last 
democratically-elected government. Burma always defends itself as a sovereign state, surrounded by 
friendly neighboring countries that seek Burma’s natural resources, but sanctioned by Western countries 
led by the US. In fact, the junta usually uses that as a shield behind which it can continue its human rights 
violations, confident that its neighbors will treat them as Burma’s "internal affair."  

Now Burma shows its true colors by developing ties with North Korea, one of the world’s most 
treacherous countries, which threatens to unleash a nuclear war. 



So it is not too early to say that the closer relationship developing between Burma and North Korea 
should alert the world to a state of affairs that can only deepen global and regional tensions. 

-------------------- 

The Abandonment of Democracy - BY Joshua Muravchik   
Wall Street Journal – 29 June 2009 

If democracy and human rights are high values, then all societies are not morally equal. This thought cuts 
sharply against Obama's multicultural sensibilities. 

The most surprising thing about the first half-year of Barack Obama's presidency, at least in the realm of 
foreign policy, has been its indifference to the issues of human rights and democracy. No administration 
has ever made these its primary, much less its exclusive, goals overseas. But ever since Jimmy Carter 
spoke about human rights in his 1977 inaugural address and created a new infrastructure to give 
bureaucratic meaning to his words, the advancement of human rights has been one of the consistent 
objectives of America's diplomats and an occasional one of its soldiers. 

This tradition has been ruptured by the Obama administration. The new president signaled his intent on 
the eve of his inauguration, when he told editors of the Washington Post that democracy was less 
important than "freedom from want and freedom from fear. If people aren't secure, if people are starving, 
then elections may or may not address those issues, but they are not a perfect overlay." 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton followed suit, in opening testimony at her Senate confirmation hearings. 
As summed up by the Post's Fred Hiatt, Clinton "invoked just about every conceivable goal but 
democracy promotion. Building alliances, fighting terror, stopping disease, promoting women's rights, 
nurturing prosperity—but hardly a peep about elections, human rights, freedom, liberty or self-rule." 

A few days after being sworn in, President Obama pointedly gave his first foreign press interview to the 
Saudi-owned Arabic-language satellite network, Al-Arabiya. The interview was devoted entirely to U.S. 
relations with the Middle East and the broader Muslim world, and through it all Obama never mentioned 
democracy or human rights. 

A month later, announcing his plan and timetable for the withdrawal of American forces from Iraq, the 
president said he sought the "achievable goal" of "an Iraq that is sovereign, stable, and self-reliant," and 
he spoke of "a more peaceful and prosperous Iraq." On democracy, one of the prime goals of America's 
invasion of Iraq, and one toward which impressive progress had been demonstrated, he was again silent. 

While drawing down in Iraq, Obama ordered more troops sent to Afghanistan, where America was 
fighting a war he had long characterized as more necessary and justifiable than the one in Iraq. But at the 
same time, he spoke of the need to "refocus on Al Qaeda" in Afghanistan, at least implying that this 
meant washing our hands of the project of democratization there. The Washington Post reported that 
"suggestions by senior administration officials . . . that the United States should set aside the goal of 
democracy in Afghanistan" had prompted that country's foreign minister to make "an impassioned appeal 
for continued U.S. support for an elected government." 

In early April, former New York Times correspondent Joel Brinkley summed up the administration's initial 
performance: 

Neither President Obama nor Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has even uttered the word democracy in a 
manner related to democracy promotion since taking office more than two months ago. The State 
Department's Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor has put out 30 public releases, so far, and 
not one of them has discussed democracy promotion. Democracy, it seems, is banished from the Obama 
administration's public vocabulary.  

At a glance, Obama's motives seemed readily apparent. Former State Department official J. Scott 
Carpenter observed that it was "obvious and understandable" that "the Obama administration wanted to 
distance itself from the tone and perceived baggage of the Bush administration." But there were two 
reasons why this explanation did not satisfy. 

For one, Obama might have put his own stamp on the issue without turning so sharply away from the 
goals of human rights and democracy. In 1981, Ronald Reagan came to the presidency with a mandate 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124631424805570521.html


analogous to Obama's, namely, to undo the works of an unpopular predecessor. At first, Reagan was 
inclined to eschew human rights as just another part of Jimmy Carter's wooly-minded liberalism. In an 
early interview, Secretary of State Alexander Haig announced that the Reagan administration would 
promote human rights mostly by combating terrorism. But soon Reagan had second thoughts: instead of 
jettisoning the issue, he put his own distinctive spin on it by shifting the rhetoric and the program to focus 
more on fostering democracy. 

In a similar vein, Obama could have faulted the Bush administration for its ineffectiveness in promoting 
democracy and promised that his own team would do it better. Indeed, Michael McFaul, who handled 
democracy issues in the Obama campaign, declared after the election that the new administration would 
"talk less and do more" about democratization than Bush had done. But when McFaul was appointed to 
the National Security Council staff, he was given the Russia portfolio rather than the job of overseeing 
democracy promotion. The latter task, which had been entrusted to senior staff during the Bush years, 
was given to no one. 

The other reason why Obama's tack cannot be understood merely by his impulse to be unlike Bush is that 
his disinterest in democracy and human rights is global. The idea of promoting these values did not 
originate with Bush but with Carter and Reagan, reinforced by Bill Clinton. Bush's innovation was to apply 
this to the Middle East, which heretofore largely had been exempted. Repealing Bush's legacy would 
have meant turning the clock back on America's Middle East policy. But Obama scaled back democracy 
efforts not only there; he did it everywhere. 

Thus for example, Clinton, on a first state visit to China, told reporters she would not say much about 
human rights or Tibet because "our pressing on those issues can't interfere with the global economic 
crisis, the global climate change crisis and the security crisis." Amnesty International declared it was 
"shocked and extremely disappointed" by her words. Unfazed, Clinton moved on to Russia, where she 
glibly presented its dictator, Vladimir Putin, with a toy "reset button" even while the string of unsolved 
murders of independent journalists that has marked his reign continued to lengthen. 

To be sure, China and Russia are powerful countries with which Washington must do business across a 
range of issues, and because of their importance, all U.S. administrations have been guilty of unevenness 
in lobbying them to respect human rights. However, the Obama administration has downplayed human 
rights not only with the likes of Beijing and Moscow but also with weak countries whose governments 
have no leverage over America. 

For example, Clinton ordered a review of U.S. sanctions against the military dictatorship of Burma 
because they haven't "influenced the Burmese government." This softening may have emboldened that 
junta to place opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi on trial in May after having been content to keep her 
under house arrest most of the last eighteen years. The government of Sudan is even weaker and more 
of an international pariah than Burma's, but the Obama administration also let it be known that it was 
considering easing Bush-era sanctions applied against Khartoum in response to the campaign of murder 
and rape in Darfur. According to the Washington Post: 

Many human rights activists have been shocked at the administration's apparent willingness to consider 
easing sanctions on Burma and Sudan. The Obama presidential campaign was scornful of Bush's 
handling of the killings in Sudan's Darfur region, which Bush labeled as genocide, but since taking office, 
the administration has been caught flat-footed by Sudan's recent ousting of international humanitarian 
organizations.  

While it is hard to see any diplomatic benefit in soft-pedaling human rights in Burma and Sudan, neither 
has Obama anything to gain politically by easing up on regimes that are reviled by Americans from Left to 
Right. Even so ardent an admirer of the President as columnist E. J. Dionne, the first to discern an 
"Obama Doctrine" in foreign policy, confesses to "qualms" about "the relatively short shrift" this doctrine 
"has so far given to concerns over human rights and democracy." 

Whether or not there is something as distinct and important as to warrant the label "doctrine," the 
consistency with which the new administration has left aside democracy and human rights suggests this 
is an approach the president has thought through. Following his meeting with the Organization of 
American states in April, Obama told a press conference: "What we showed here is that we can make 
progress when we're willing to break free from some of the stale debates and old ideologies that have 



dominated and distorted the debate in this hemisphere for far too long." His secretary of state echoed the 
thought: "Let's put ideology aside," she said. "That is so yesterday." 

his begs the question of exactly which ideologies are passé or whether all are equally so. Communism, 
which so roiled the twentieth century, is certainly on its deathbed. Democracy, on the other hand, has 
flourished and spread in recent decades as never before, to the point where more than sixty percent of 
the world's governments are chosen in bona fide elections. To lump together these "ideologies" is 
gratuitously to belittle democracy. 

Obama seems to believe that democracy is overrated, or at least overvalued. When asked about the 
subject in his pre-inaugural interview with the Washington Post, Obama said that he is more concerned 
with "actually delivering a better life for people on the ground and less obsessed with form, more 
concerned with substance." He elaborated on this thought during his April visit to Strasbourg, France: 

We spend so much time talking about democracy—and obviously we should be promoting democracy 
everywhere we can. But democracy, a well-functioning society that promotes liberty and equality and 
fraternity, does not just depend on going to the ballot box. It also means that you're not going to be 
shaken down by police because the police aren't getting properly paid. It also means that if you want to 
start a business, you don't have to pay a bribe. I mean, there are a whole host of other factors that people 
need . . . to recognize in building a civil society that allows a country to be successful.  

Whether or not the President was aware of it, he was echoing a theme first propounded long ago by 
Soviet propagandists and later sung in many variations by all manner of Third World dictators, Left to 
Right. It has long since been discredited by a welter of research showing that democracies perform better 
in fostering economic and social well being, keeping the peace, and averting catastrophes. Never mind 
that it is untoward for a President of the United States to speak of democracy as a mere "form," less 
important than substance. 

The trend of downgrading democracy and human rights has already been evident in some important 
actions abroad. When Venezuela's would-be dictator, Hugo Chavez, held a referendum to set aside the 
country's long tradition of presidential term limits, the U.S. government went out of its way to endorse the 
process. The Associated Press reported: 

The Obama administration says the referendum that cleared the way for Venezuelan President Hugo 
Chavez to run for re-election was democratic. It was rare praise for a U.S. antagonist after years of 
criticism from the Bush administration. U.S State Department spokesman Gordon Duguid noted "troubling 
reports of intimidation." But he added Tuesday that "for the most part this was a process that was fully 
consistent with democratic process."  

While focusing on lack of irregularities in the polling, this response studiously ignored the larger issue. 
Term limits have been a pillar of democracy across Latin America, where there is a lamentable history of 
elected leaders holding onto office by unscrupulous means. 

However punctilious the procedure, this constitutional maneuver on the part Chavez, who makes no 
secret of his ambition to serve as president for life, posed a dire threat to the preservation of democracy 
in that country. 

Perhaps the clearest shift in U.S. policy has been toward Egypt. By far the largest of the Arab states, and 
the most influential intellectually, Egypt has also been the closest to Washington. Thus, the Bush 
administration's willingness to pressure the government of Hosni Mubarak was an earnest sign of its 
seriousness about democracy promotion. 

For their part, Egyptian reformers urged the U.S. to make its aid to Egypt conditional on reforms. The 
Bush administration never took this step, but the idea had support in Congress, and it hung like a sword 
over the head of Mubarak's government. Obama has removed the threat. As the Associated Press 
reported: "Egypt's ambassador to the U.S., Sameh Shukri, said last week that ties are on the mend and 
that Washington has dropped conditions for better relations, including demands for 'human rights, 
democracy and religious and general freedoms.'" 

"Conditionality" with Egypt "is not our policy," Secretary of State Clinton said in an interview with Egyptian 
TV earlier this month. "We also want to take our relationship to the next level." 



While promising unimpeded assistance to the regime, the Obama administration backed away from 
aiding independent groups, something the Bush administration had insisted on doing despite objections 
from the authorities. Announcing the elimination of programs directly supporting Egyptian civil-society 
organizations, the U.S. ambassador, Margaret Scobey, explained that this would "facilitate" smoother 
relations with the Egyptian government. The New York Times summarized the Obama administration's 
steps: 

The White House has accommodated President Mubarak by eliminating American funding for civil society 
organizations that the state refuses to recognize, and by stating publicly that neither military nor civilian 
funding will be conditioned on reform. This has provoked alarm from liberals, from scholarly experts and 
from activists in the region.  

As the popular young Egyptian blogger, "Sandmonkey," irrepressibly irreverent and scatological, put it: 
"Let's face it, [Obama] ain't going to push on human rights and democracy. That era is gone. We are all 
about diplomacy and friendship now, and that's what the American people want, even if the price is that 
the democracy activists in Egypt get f—ed." 

This formed the backdrop to the president's much-anticipated speech to the Muslim world delivered in 
Cairo on June 4. Of the many thorny issues he was expected to address, the setting necessitated that he 
spell out his views on democracy and human rights in Middle East more explicitly than before. In the New 
York Times, James Traub formulated the question this way: 

Egypt was the central target of President Bush's Freedom Agenda . . . . But when an opposition Islamist 
party did well at the polls, Egypt's security apparatus cracked down. The Bush administration, concerned 
about pushing a key ally too far, responded meekly. . . . President Obama's words in Cairo are 
presumably being framed in the context of that episode. Should Mr. Bush have pushed harder for 
democratic reform in Egypt and with other allies? Should his administration have spoken more softly, less 
publicly? Should he, like his father, have devoted less attention to the way regimes treat their citizens, 
and more to winning cooperation on America's national security objectives?  

In the speech, Obama tackled the issue head-on, making "democracy," "religious freedom," and 
"women's rights" three of the seven "specific issues" that he said "we must finally confront together." On 
democracy, he spoke with eloquence: 

All people yearn for certain things: the ability to speak your mind and have a say in how you are 
governed; confidence in the rule of law and the equal administration of justice; government that is 
transparent and doesn't steal from the people; the freedom to live as you choose. These are not just 
American ideas; they are human rights. And that is why we will support them everywhere.  

Strong as this was, its ultimate import remained elusive. Obama followed these words immediately with 
the caveat that "there is no straight line to realize this promise." And while he asserted his belief in 
"governments that reflect the will of the people," he added, "Each nation gives life to this principle in its 
own way, grounded in the traditions of its own people. America does not presume to know what is best for 
everyone." 

This, alas, is very much the claim advanced by many authoritarian regimes, including the absolute 
monarchy of Saudi Arabia, which Obama had visited the day before. Nowhere did the president make the 
critical point that elections are the only known way to determine the will of the people. That, apparently, 
would have been "presumptuous." 

When he turned to women's rights, Obama's strongest words were that women should be educated and 
free to choose whether or not to live in a traditional manner. Here, too, he was at pains to avoid sounding 
as if America had a worthier record than the nations he was addressing or had something to teach them. 
To the contrary: "Women's equality [is] by no means simply an issue for Islam. In Turkey, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, Indonesia, we've seen Muslim-majority countries elect a woman to lead. Meanwhile, the 
struggle for women's equality continues in many aspects of American life, and in countries around the 
world." 

At three different points in the speech, Obama defended a woman's right to wear the hijab, apparently as 
against the restrictions in French public schools or Turkish government offices or perhaps in the U.S. 
military, which insists on uniform headgear. But he said not a word about the right not to wear head 



covering, although the number of women forced to wear religious garments must be tens of thousands of 
times greater than the number deprived of that opportunity. This was all the more strange since he had 
just arrived from Saudi Arabia, where abbayas—head-to-toe cloaks put on over regular clothes—are 
mandatory for women whenever they go out. During Obama's stop in Riyadh the balmy spring 
temperature was 104 degrees; in the months ahead it will be twenty or thirty degrees hotter. The abbayas 
must be black, while the men all go around in white which, they explain, better repels the heat. 

Nor did Obama mention either directly or indirectly that all Saudi women are required to have male 
"guardians," who may be a father, husband, uncle or brother or even a son, without whose written 
permission it is impossible to work, enroll in school or travel, or that they may be forced into marriage at 
the age of nine. Speaking on women's rights in Egypt, he might—but did not—also have found 
something, even elliptical, to say about genital mutilation, which is practiced more in that country than 
almost anywhere else. 

On religious freedom, Obama invoked Islam's "proud tradition of tolerance." In one of his more prodding 
passages, he declared that "the richness of religious diversity must be upheld—whether it is for Maronites 
in Lebanon or the Copts in Egypt." One of the two institutions co-hosting his speech was Al-Azhar 
University, which Obama saluted in his opening paragraph as "a beacon of Islamic learning." This may be 
so, but Al-Azhar admits only Muslims. Foreign as well as native adherents to the message of the Prophet 
may attend, but Egyptian Christians are excluded. Perhaps this could be understood if it were only a 
school of Islamic learning (although, even then, why?), but today Al-Azhar offers degrees in medicine, 
engineering, and a panoply of subjects. Its tens of thousands of students are subsidized by state funds 
provided by Egyptian taxpayers, ten percent of whom are Copts, barred from Al-Azhar. 

In these passages, as throughout the speech, Obama's method was to induce his audience to swallow a 
few perhaps-unwelcome truths by slathering them over with a thick sauce of soothing half-truths, 
distortions, omissions and false parallels. 

Thus, the Cairo oration was a culmination of the themes of Obama's early months. He had blamed 
America for the world financial crisis, global warming, Mexico's drug wars, for "failure to appreciate 
Europe's role in the world," and in general for "all too often" trying "to dictate our terms." He had 
reinforced all this by dispatching his Secretary of State on what the New York Times dubbed a "contrition 
tour" of Asia and Latin America. Now he added apologies for overthrowing the government of Iran in 
1953, and for treating the Muslim countries as "proxies" in the Cold War "without regard to their own 
aspirations." 

Toward what end all these mea culpas? Perhaps it is a strategy designed, as he puts it, to "restor[e] 
America's standing in the world." Or perhaps he genuinely believes, as do many Muslims and Europeans, 
among others, that a great share of the world's ills may be laid at the doorstep of the United States. Either 
way, he seems to hope that such self-criticism will open the way to talking through our frictions with Iran, 
Syria, China, Russia, Burma, Sudan, Cuba, Venezuela, and the "moderate" side of the Taliban. 

This strategy might be called peace through moral equivalence, and it finally makes fully intelligible 
Obama's resistance to advocating human rights and democracy. For as long as those issues are 
highlighted, the cultural relativism that laced his Cairo speech and similar pronouncements in other places 
is revealed to be absurd. Straining to find a deficiency of religious freedom in America, Obama came up 
with the claim that "in the United States, rules on charitable giving have made it harder for Muslims to 
fulfill their religious obligation." He was referring, apparently, to the fact that donations to foreign entities 
are not tax deductible. This has, of course, nothing to do with religious freedom but with assuring that tax 
deductions are given only to legitimate charities and not, say, to "violent extremists," as Obama calls them 
(eschewing the word "terrorist"). 

Consider this alleged peccadillo of America's in comparison to the state of religious freedom in Egypt, 
where Christians may not build, renovate or repair a church without written authorization from the 
President of the country or a provincial governor (and where Jews no longer find it safe to reside). Or 
compare it to the practices at the previous stop on Obama's itinerary, Saudi Arabia, where no church may 
stand, where Jews were for a time not allowed to set foot, and where even Muslims of non-Sunni varieties 
are constrained from building places of worship. 



In short, while it may be possible to identify derogations from democracy and human rights in America, 
those that are ubiquitous in the Muslim world are greater by many orders of magnitude. If democracy and 
human rights are held as high values, then all societies are not morally equal. This is a thought that cuts 
sharply against Obama's multicultural sensibilities. 

America not only embodies these values, it is also more responsible than any other country for their 
spread. Many peoples today enjoy the blessings of liberty thanks to the influence of the United States, 
thanks to its aid, its example, and its leading role in bringing down the Axis powers, the Soviet Union and 
European colonialism. Moreover, the advancement of human rights and democracy requires the exercise 
of American influence and in turn may serve to strengthen that influence—neither of these, it seems, 
processes to be welcomed by apostles of national self-abnegation. 

In Cairo, once again, President Obama criticized the Bush administration for having acted "contrary to our 
ideals" when it infringed rules of due process in the course of the war against terror and authorized 
"enhanced interrogation techniques" that many believe are tantamount to torture. At worst, these 
infringements were bad answers to questions to which there were no good ones. Some of these practices 
may have been wrong, but there has not been a single serious allegation that any official employed them 
for any ulterior purpose, that is, for anything other than the goal of protecting our country in a time of war 
and national peril. 

To dwell on this subject, as Obama has done, is to place great emphasis on humane values. How odd, 
then, to remove human rights and democracy from the agenda of our foreign policy. This is not the place 
to enter the debate about torture, but even if Khaled Sheikh Mohammed—the mastermind of the 9/11 
attacks who was the main victim of waterboarding—and others were abused, there is little doubt that they 
were up to evil. It is hard to understand vociferating over their treatment even while silencing America's 
voice on behalf of such brave liberals as Ayman Nour and Sa'ad Edin Ibrahim, persecuted by the 
government that hosted Obama in Cairo for the peaceful advocacy of democracy. In this can be found 
neither strategic nor moral coherence. 

Joshua Muravchik is a fellow at the Foreign Policy Institute of the Johns Hopkins University 
School of Advanced International Studies. His new b ook, The Next Founders: Voices of 
Democracy in the Middle East, has just been release d by Encounter.  

-------------------- 

News – Aung San Suu Kyi 

Appeal to Reinstate Witnesses for Suu Kyi Rejected   
AP / Irrawaddy – 29 June 2009  

RANGOON — Burma's highest court Monday rejected an appeal by lawyers of Aung San Suu Kyi to 
reinstate two key witnesses in a trial that has sparked global outrage. 

The High Court upheld a lower court ruling, meaning Suu Kyi will be granted only two defense witnesses 
in her ongoing trial. She faces up to five years in prison if found guilty. 

The 64-year-old Nobel laureate is charged with violating the terms of her house arrest when an uninvited 
American man swam secretly to her lakeside home and stayed two days. 

Her hearing has drawn global outrage from world leaders and human rights groups who say Burma's 
junta is using the incident as an excuse to keep the country's opposition leader behind bars. 

Suu Kyi has been in detention for more than 13 of the last 19 years. 

Her trial resumes July 3 when an additional defense witness will testify before the District court inside 
Insein prison where Suu Kyi has been facing trial since May 18. 

The court presiding over the trial in Burma's largest city, Rangoon, had allowed only one of four defense 
witnesses to take the stand. On appeal, the Rangoon Divisional Court ruled that a second witness could 
be heard. 

Suu Kyi's lawyers pursued a second and final appeal to reinstate the remaining two barred witnesses, 
Win Tin and Tin Oo, both senior members of Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy. 

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16209


Prosecutors argued that Win Tin, a prominent former journalist and ex-political prisoner, should not be 
allowed to testify because he is critical of the government and often gave interviews to foreign media, said 
Nyan Win. 

The defense team argued there was no law in the tightly ruled country that bars court testimony from 
government critics, Nyan Win said. 

Prosecutors argued that Tin Oo, the party's deputy leader, shouldn't be allowed to testify because he is 
currently under house arrest, Nyan Win said. 

Defense lawyers noted to the court that Suu Kyi herself was under house arrest but that didn't stop 
authorities from putting her on trial, Nyan Win said. Suu Kyi was allowed to testify May 26 and her term 
under house arrest officially ended the next day. 

She is currently detained at Insein Prison. 

-------------------- 

Court adjourns Suu Kyi's trial to July 3   
Mizzima - 26 June 2009 

by Mungpi     

New Delhi - The special court in Insein Prison on Friday adjourned the hearing of the testimony of a 
second defense witness in the trial against opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi to July 3rd, as the 
country’s High Court has yet to rule on an appeal to allow the remaining two defense witnesses. 

Nyan Win, a member of Aung San Suu Kyi’s legal team, said the court on Friday convened at about 10 
a.m. (local time) and adjourned about thirty minutes later with the judge scheduling the testimony of Khin 
Moh Moh, the second defense witness, for July 3rd. 

“Since the decision from the High Court has not yet been announced, the lower court cannot go ahead 
with the case,” Nyan Win iterated. 

Earlier in the week, the High Court heard arguments by defense lawyers to allow the remaining two 
defense witnesses – Tin Oo, Vice-Chairman of the National League for Democracy (NLD), and Win Tin, a 
veteran journalist and Central Executive Committee member of the NLD – to take the stand. 

On Thursday, Burma’s Chief of Police, Khin Yi, told journalists and diplomats at a rare news conference 
in Rangoon that Aung San Suu Kyi is responsible for the secret visit by the American man, John William 
Yettaw, as she failed to immediately report the incident to the authorities concerned. 

Khin Yi accused the detained Nobel Peace Laureate of delaying notification of Yettaw's initial visit at the 
end of 2008 by four days, putting authorities in a difficult situation to trace the case. 

He added he suspects a mastermind behind Yettaw’s visit to the Burmese democracy icon’s house on the 
shores of Inya Lake in Rangoon, and that authorities are still trying to find out which group is responsible 
for the breech in security. 

But opposition groups, including the NLD, have accused the junta of using the incident as a pretext to 
continue detaining Aung San Suu Kyi in order to remove her from the public realm prior to and during 
their planned election in 2010. 

-------------------- 

‘Lawyers of the government’ steering Suu Kyi trial  
DVB – 26 June 2009 

A witness disqualified from testifying in the defense of Burma’s Aung San Suu Kyi said yesterday 
following his appeal that it was not “ordinary lawyers” making key decisions in the trial but government 
cronies.  

Suu Kyi’s defense team yesterday appealed to Burma’s supreme court to admit two witnesses who were 
disqualified last month by judges from testifying.  

http://mizzima.com/news/inside-burma/2366-court-adjourns-suu-kyis-trial-to-july-3.html
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One of Suu Kyi’s lawyers said that the decision was not in accordance with Burmese law. One of the 
witnesses, U Tin Oo, is currently under house arrest, while U Win Tin has been criticized by the junta for 
giving interviews about the trial to foreign media. 

Both are senior members of the opposition National League for Democracy party, which Suu Kyi leads.  

“I argued that there is no law there that says that [someone under house arrest]…can't testify,” said 
lawyer Nyan Win. 

“I argued that there is nowhere in the law that says that someone who doesn't agree with the government 
can't testify, with regards to U Win Tin." 

Three of Suu Kyi’s four witnesses were initially barred, although one was later readmitted. The 
prosecution team was permitted 14 witnesses, although only nine eventually testified. 

Win Tin said yesterday that it was clear what the government’s attitude towards Suu Kyi’s team is.  

“The people who put forward the [witness disqualification] argument are people from the central lawyers’ 
office…the lawyers of the government,” he said.  

“I feel as if they are giving me a sign that they want to trap me legally, and sue me or intimidate me." 

Rumours have been circulating in Rangoon that Win Tin could be charged by judges for refusing to return 
his prisoner uniform, which he has been wearing since he was released last year from a 19 year 
sentence. 

On the subject of UN envoy Gambari’s visit to Burma, which began this morning, Win Tin said that 
dialogue must be sought.  

"When Mr. Gambari comes, he must meet with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi - that must be his priority,” he 
said. 

“If he can't do that…his trip has no meaning and has no value.” 

Gambari’s trip could pave the way for a visit by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, who was invited by 
the government to visit in July, although he has not confirmed whether the trip will go ahead. 

“The main thing Mr Ban Ki-moon has to do is to try to arrange a meeting between Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
and Senior General Than Shwe,” Win Tin said. 

Reporting by Khin Hnin Htet  

-------------------- 

News - Other 

Gambari Leaves Burma, Set to Report to Ban   
AP / Irrawaddy – 29 June 2009  

RANGOON — A UN special envoy ended a two-day visit to Burma after meeting the country's foreign 
minister to prepare for a trip by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, state television said. 

Rights groups fear any such visit will lend legitimacy to the ruling junta's trial of pro-democracy leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi. 

The Nobel Peace laureate is in prison and faces up to five years in jail on the charges she violated her 
house arrest after an uninvited American man swam to her closely guarded lakeside home last month 
and stayed two days. Her trial has sparked international outrage. 

State television reported Saturday that the envoy, Ibrahim Gambari, met with Foreign Minister Nyan Win 
in the capital of Naypyitaw and discussed plans for a visit by Ban. 

Gambari is expected to report to the secretary-general before Ban leaves for a trip to Japan on Monday. 

Ban recently told The Associated Press that he was looking at the "appropriate timing" for a visit. 

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16205


Human Rights Watch and some governments have urged the UN chief not to visit now, arguing the trip 
could be exploited by the military government, which might portray it as an endorsement of the legitimacy 
of Suu Kyi's trial. 

But Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy supports the trip, and other countries say the alternative is 
to do nothing and miss an opportunity to have the secretary-general press for Suu Kyi's release and push 
for more open and inclusive elections next year. 

Gambari left Rangoon, the country's commercial capital, on Saturday night for Bangkok. He did not meet 
Suu Kyi or members of her party. 

It was Gambari's eighth visit since 2006 when he was appointed the UN chief's special representative to 
promote political reconciliation in Burma. The envoy has met with both junta leaders and Suu Kyi but 
failed to nudge the military regime toward talks with the pro-democracy movement. 

Meanwhile the US ambassador to the United Nations says the US is keeping close tabs on a suspected 
North Korean arms ship. 

An American destroyer has been tracking the North Korean freighter sailing off China's coast, possibly on 
its way to Burma. 

Ambassador Susan Rice says the US is following the ship's progress closely. But she is not saying what 
the US actually might do on the high seas—such as whether to contact and request inspection. 

It is the first ship to be monitored under a UN resolution that bans North Korea from selling a range of 
arms and weapons-related materiel. The resolution allows other countries to request boarding and 
inspection of such ships, but the ships don't have to give permission. 

Rice spoke on CBS television. 

-------------------- 

UN envoy discusses Ban Ki-moon’s Burma trip  
DVB – 29 June 2009 

UN envoy Ibrahim Gambari yesterday ended his two-day trip to Burma with state media reporting that 
talks with senior government officials centered on the pending visit of UN chief Ban Ki-moon. 

It remains unclear what the exact purpose of the trip was, although the UN’s concern over the trial of 
Aung San Suu Kyi, along with the issue of the suspect North Korean ship heading towards Burma, will 
likely have been raised. 

The state-run New Light of Myanmar newspaper yesterday reported that Gambari met with Foreign 
Minister Nyan Win on 26 and 27 June and “held discussions about the programme” for the UN chief’s 
visit.  

Ban was invited by the country’s ruling generals to visit Burma in early July, although he is said to be 
concerned that his trip will be used for propaganda purposes by the regime.  

Human rights groups have echoed Ban’s concerns, although the opposition National League for 
Democracy says that a visit should go ahead prior to the scheduled 2010 elections.  

Dr Thaung Htun, National Coalition Government for the Union of Burma's representative to the UN, said 
that he accepts Ban's visit "in principle". "We think Ban Ki Moon’s visit could be to study the situation in 
Burma to see how far the progress [the UN] suggested [to the junta] has reached" regarding release of 
political prisoners and participatory elections, he said. 

Regarding the Karen refugees fleeing to Thailand, however, he said that Ban "should put in more 
diplomatic effort in dealing with Burma". 

Observers believe that the North Korean ship, which is being closely monitored by the US navy, is 
carrying small arms. 

If it does dock in Burma and, as suspected, offload its cargo, then Burma would become party to a breach 
of new UN sanctions imposed earlier this month on North Korea following its underground nuclear test. 

http://english.dvb.no/news.php?id=2664


The situation would undoubtedly skew the focus of Ban Ki-moon’s visit, which was likely set up to engage 
the regime over the trial of Suu Kyi, which the UN chief last month said he was “deeply concerned” about. 

Reporting by Francis Wade and Htet Aung Kyaw  

-------------------- 

Myanmar reports first case of H1N1 flu  
Reuters - 27 June 2009  

YANGON () - Myanmar has confirmed its first case of H1N1 influenza after a schoolgirl returning from 
Singapore tested positive for the virus, state radio reported on Saturday. 

The 13-year-old was sent to a hospital in Yangon on Friday after showing flu symptoms while at school. 
Tests carried out on Saturday showed she had been infected with H1N1, Myanmar Radio said. 

Laos and Cambodia reported their first cases on Wednesday and Thursday respectively. 

Neighboring Thailand, which has detected more than 1,200 cases since May 12, reported its first two 
deaths on Saturday. 

-------------------- 

US will not use force to inspect NKorean ship  
AP – 27 June 2009 

By KWANG-TAE KIM – 2 days ago  

SEOUL, South Korea — The United States will not use force to inspect a North Korean ship suspected of 
carrying banned goods, an American official was quoted as saying Friday. 

An American destroyer has been shadowing the North Korean freighter sailing off China's coast, possibly 
on its way to Myanmar. 

Defense Undersecretary Michele Flournoy met with South Korean officials in Seoul on Friday as the U.S. 
sought international support for aggressively enforcing a U.N. sanctions resolution aimed at punishing 
Pyongyang for its second nuclear test last month. The North Korean-flagged ship, Kang Nam 1, is the first 
to be tracked under the U.N. resolution. 

North Korea has in response escalated threats of war, with a slew of harsh rhetoric including warnings 
that it would unleash a "fire shower of nuclear retaliation" and "wipe out the (U.S.) aggressors" in the 
event of a conflict. 

On Thursday, the communist regime organized a massive anti-American rally in Pyongyang where some 
100,000 participants vowed to "crush" the U.S. One senior speaker told the crowd that the North will 
respond to any sanctions or U.S. provocations with "an annihilating blow." 

That was seen as a pointed threat in response to the American destroyer. 

Flournoy said Friday that Washington has ruled the use military force to inspect the North Korean 
freighter. 

"The U.N. resolution lays out a regime that has a very clear set of steps," Flournoy said, according to the 
Yonhap news agency. "I want to be very clear ... This is not a resolution that sponsors, that authorizes 
use of force for interdiction." 

Flournoy said the U.S. still has "incentives and disincentives that will get North Korea to change course." 

"Everything remains on the table, but we're focused on implementing the resolution fully, responsibly and 
with our international partners," she said. 

Flournoy's trip came as the U.S. sought international support for aggressively enforcing the U.N. 
sanctions. 

It is not clear what was on board the North Korean freighter, but officials have mentioned artillery and 
other conventional weaponry. One intelligence expert suspected missiles. 

http://www.reuters.com/article/GCA-SwineFlu/idUSTRE55Q1CA20090627
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The U.S. and its allies have made no decision on whether to request inspection of the ship, Pentagon 
press secretary Geoff Morrell said Wednesday in Washington, but North Korea has said it would consider 
any interception an act of war. 

If permission for inspection is refused, the ship must dock at a port of its choosing, so local authorities can 
check its cargo. Vessels suspected of carrying banned goods must not be offered bunkering services at 
port, such as fuel, the resolution says. 

A senior U.S. defense official said the ship had cleared the Taiwan Strait. He said he didn't know whether 
or when the Kang Nam may need to stop in some port to refuel, but that the ship has in the past stopped 
in Hong Kong's port. 

Another U.S. defense official said he tended to doubt reports that the Kang Nam was carrying nuclear-
related equipment, saying information seems to indicate the cargo is banned conventional munitions. 
Both officials spoke on condition of anonymity in order to talk about intelligence. 

North Korea is suspected to have transported banned goods to Myanmar before on the Kang Nam, said 
Bertil Lintner, a Bangkok-based North Korea expert who has written a book about leader Kim Jong Il. 

South Korea, meanwhile, plans to use high-tech surveillance and weapons systems to counter North 
Korea's missile and nuclear programs, Defense Minister Lee Sang-hee said in a Friday briefing. 

South Korea plans to employ unmanned reconnaissance planes and add "bunker-buster" bombs to its 
arsenal in case of signs that the North planned to launch an attack toward the South, Lee said. 

Associated Press writers Jae-soon Chang in Seoul, and Pauline Jelinek in Washington, contributed to this 
report. 

-------------------- 

Monks boycott minister’s offering  
Mizzima - 29 June 2009 

by Ko Wild     

Chiang Mai - Several monks on Saturday refrained from going out to collect swan offering in Myingyan 
town in Mandalay division, following a visit and offerings made by junta’s Minister of Industries (1) Aung 
Thawng.  

Monks in Burma, who usually go out at dawn for food offerings from devotees, on Saturday refused to go 
when they came to know that the visiting Industries Minister Aung Thawng would also make offerings to 
the monks. 

A local monk told Mizzima that ‘Ponya Thaharya’, the group that regularly organises food offerings for 
monks in Myingyan town, usually makes swan offerings to about 700 monks in town, but on Saturday 
only about 300 monks turned up.  

“We did not want to go. Only new comers, who do not understand and younger novices, went. But when 
we made the offering it was attended only by about 250 to 300 monks. Most of the monks who 
understand did not go,” the monk told Mizzima.  

The organisation mobilises donors or devotees who wish to offer food to monks’ everyday. It was 
declared that Aung Thawng would be the donor for Saturday’s offering. The monks after hearing about 
the donor boycotted the offering.   

The offering ceremony is usually attended by monks from monasteries in Myingyan town and other 
neighbouring towns and villages. 

Aung Thawng, who is a native of Wei Laung village in Myingyan Township, on Friday also called a mass 
meeting and summoned villagers in the township to listen to his speech in Myingyan’s High School No. 
(1). But locals said despite being called only a few attended the meeting.  

“Aung Thaung arrived on Friday and called for a meeting. Local authorities went from village to village 
and made announcements about the meeting. They threatened that those who do not attend will be fined 

http://mizzima.com/news/inside-burma/2371-monks-boycott-ministers-offering.html/


Kyat 1,000 (USD 1). But despite the threat only a few turned up. Not more than 15 people each from one 
village turned up,” a local resident said.  

During the meeting, Aung Thaung explained about the ongoing trial of opposition leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi and the American man John William Yettaw. He also introduced Kyaw San and Win Myint, who have 
been nominated as candidates from Myingyan Township for the 2010 general elections. He also warned 
the people not to get involved in any possible future anti-government protests.  

Residents of Myingyan town have been carrying out a photo campaign for opposition leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi. 

-------------------- 

For some, poppy cultivation continues to offer only  hope   
Mizzima - 25 June 2009 

by Solomon     

New Delhi – Burma’s share of global opium production has roughly held steady over the last year, 
according to a 2009 drug production report by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). 

The report, released on June 24, says poppy cultivation in Burma marginally increased to 28,500 ha 
(hectares) in 2008 from 27,700 ha in 2007, with the total potential value of opium production rising only 
three million dollars, to US$ 123 million, in 2008.   

Opium production in Burma continues to be dominated by the eastern part of the country, with Shan state 
accounting for 89 percent of national production and the remaining 11 percent split between Kachin and 
Karenni states.  

Khuensai Jaiyen, editor of the Thailand-based Shan Herald Agency for News, confirmed that eastern 
Shan state continues to be the hub of the country’s opium production and speculates a further rise in the 
region’s production is to be expected. 

“There will be a further increase in poppy cultivation in the future because people have no other choice for 
their livelihood than this business,” said Khuensai Jaiyen.   

He added that local people in Shan state are facing heavy taxes with the additional deployment of 100 
Army battalions in the region. 

“Only poppy cultivation can possibly give them enough to pay taxes to the Army, so they have to do this 
job,” explained Jaiyen. 

Without the increased Army presence, elaborated Jaiyen, the people could survive on paddy cultivation. 
But with the further imposition of the military in the region and the corresponding hike in taxation, no 
option is left to local farmers. 

“Except for weapons, they [the Army] do not receive much support from their headquarters, so they are 
trying to fend for themselves any way they can,” said Jaiyen, an assessment consistent with a now 
decade-old directive from the Army’s leadership calling for local units to become as self-sufficient as 
possible.  

The business is said to be largely conducted by local armed groups backed by the military junta, 
according to Jaiyen. “Those who want to cultivate poppy or buy opium need to get permission from them 
[local armed groups].” 

He further added that the recent eradication of poppy fields by the government was only for show and not 
effective, destroying fields just to create a favorable public image. 

According to the junta, 2008 witnessed the eradication of 4,820 ha of poppy.  

“Some people are forced to cultivate poppy for a good reason, such as our people,” prospered Jaiyen. 
“However, we hope there will some day be an effective policy for controlling drug production around the 
world.” 

-------------------- 
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Ashin Gambira’s prison term reduced by five years   
Mizzima - 26 June 2009 

by Phanida     

Chiang Mai – Monk Ashin Gambira, arrested and sentenced to 68 years in prison for his lead role in anti-
junta protests in September 2007 has had his prison term reduced by five years by a  district court in 
Insein prison on Thursday. 

The western district court reduced the sentence of Gambira, leader of the All Burma Buddhist Monks 
Association by five years. He was charged under the Electronics Act. The reverend monk, who was 
charged on 16 counts, will now have to serve 63 years in prison. 

The Electronics Act 33 (a) stipulates that using the internet without the permission of the authorities is an 
offence and is punishable. The law became a tool for the authorities to sentence the reverend monk, who 
took a lead role in the September 2007 monk-led protests. 

Lawyers of the monk, who is 29, and is currently detained in a prison in Kalemyo in Sagaing division, 
have appealed to the district court. The court said the appeals were late and rejected appeals for seven 
counts. 

The legal counsels have now, submitted appeals on the other nine counts, and the court has scheduled a 
session on June 29. 

Ashin Gambira, however, denied appealing but the lawyers have been acting on the request of his 
parents. 

Authorities have also arrested the monk’s elder brother Aung Kyaw Kyaw and sentenced him to 14 years 
in prison. He is currently detained in Tuaggyi prison in Shan state. Similarly, his younger brother Aung Ko 
Ko Lwin and brother-in-law Moe Htet Lian were also arrested and sentenced to five years each and are 
respectively in Kyuak Pyu prison in Arakan state and Moulmein prison in Mon state. 

-------------------- 

Rohingya participates in 45th standing committee me eting of UNHCR  
Kaladan Press - 26 June 2009  

Dr. Kamal Hussein, representative of Burmese Rohingya Community in Australia (BRCA), presented a 
statement (drafted)   on behalf of NGOs across the world at the 45th Standing Committee meeting of the 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) on June 23 in Geneva, Switzerland, U Kyaw Maung, the 
President of BRCA from Australia said. 

The grand opening speech of June 23 meeting was chaired by the Ambassador of Costa Rica who visited 
Malaysia and Thailand to visit refugees quite recently and gave a speech on the Burmese refugee 
situation in Asia  and then in other countries, according to Dr. Kamal  from  Geneva. 

 “It is a great honor for me, for BRCA, the Rohingya community and also for the Australian team as I have 
been given the chance to present a statement (drafted) on behalf of NGOs across the world," said Dr. 
Kamal. 

After attending the meeting, Dr. Kamal told Kaladan News, “We need at least three steps of lobbying for 
Rohingyas or for any oppressed group in the world, such as meetings and explaining to the policy 
makers, politicians , NGOs and UN agencies, about what is happening in the community such as 
oppression, human rights violation etc; we need to go through media and researches to write about what 
is happening to the community and need to participate for taking action, practical decision and policy 
drafting: and pursue Governments and United Nations. 

 “We sent our representative Dr. Kamal Hussein to participate in UNHCR’s Geneva meetings to raise 
awareness about the plight of hundreds of thousands of Rohingya refugees across Asia,” according to U 
Kyaw Maung, the President of BRCA in Australia. 

 “BRCA works tirelessly with the cooperation of Refugee Council of Australia and the Centre for Refugee 
Research UNSW and Amnesty international of Australia to provide stronger support from national and 
international levels for the Rohingya refugees,” U Kyaw Maung more said. 
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 “I would like to thank Caritas Australia for helping us,” he added. 

 “We, at the BRCA worked hard with the concerned authorities from Australia for resettling Rohingya 
refugees from Bangladesh in 2008-2009 and are hoping more Rohingya refugees will be settled in 
future,” he more added. 

 “I hope the participation and presentation will help Rohingyas and Burma not only in the NGO forum but 
also in the government forum.  Now here in the UN, the practical action of the Rohingyas’ plight is about 
to be decided for the next year and also for the next five years,” said Dr. Kamal. 

 The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is currently made up of 70 member States.  The 
Executive Committee (ExCom) meets in Geneva annually to review and approve UNHCR's programs and 
the budget, offer advice on international protection, and discuss a wide range of other issues with 
UNHCR and its intergovernmental and non-governmental partners. 

 NGOs are present at these meetings and offer statements on each of the agenda items.  RCUSA 
members are actively involved in the drafting of these statements. The International Council of Voluntary 
Agencies (ICVA), founded in 1962, is a global network that brings together human rights, humanitarian, 
and development NGOs as an advocacy alliance for humanitarian action. Focusing on humanitarian and 
refugee policy issues, ICVA draws upon the work of its members at the field level and brings their 
experiences to international decision-making forums. 

-------------------- 

NDAK ready to turn into ‘Border Guard’ force   
Mizzima - 25 June 2009 

by Phanida & Myo Gyi     

Chiang Mai/Ruili – The ethnic armed group, the New Democratic Army – Kachin (NDAK), which has a 
ceasefire agreement with the ruling Burmese junta, has consented to the regime’s proposal of 
transforming its army into a ‘Border Guard’ force.  

NDAK Chairman Zahkung Ting Ying in an interview to Mizzima on Thursday said it had accepted the 
junta’s proposal to change its army into a border guard force during a meeting with the junta’s Northern 
Military Commander Brig-Gen Soe Win on June 24 at the NDAK headquarters in Pang Wa.  

“We had the meeting in our headquarters. We discussed transforming our army into the border guard and 
we agreed to do it. We believe we will be able to transform our army,” Zahkung Ting Ying said.  

“We are ceasefire groups. We are not armed rebels fighting against the country. We want to transform our 
army to be able to continue guarding our region,” he added.  

The meeting, held in the Sino-Burma border town, was arranged by the Burmese junta. The junta’s 
delegates was led by Northern Commander Brig-Gen Soe Win along with several other officials, the 
NDAK was represented by Chairman Zahkung Ting Ying and several other officials.  

Zahkung Ting Ying said, the group will form a political party and contest the 2010 general elections. They 
have demanded that the junta give the right of self-governance to Kachin ethnics. 

“At this stage, we are only at the level of demanding special privileges as an ethnic group of the country. 
But after transformation, the armed groups will be different and those without arms will need to restart our 
lives again,” he added. 

The NDAK is one of the first armed ceasefire groups that the junta wanted to transform into a border 
guard force. Other groups such as the Kachin Independence Organisation (KIO) and United Wa State 
Army (UWSA) have rejected the proposal. 

Sources close to KIO said leaders of the KIO during a meeting with Brig-Gen Soe Win in Myitkyina, 
capital of Kachin state on June 20, rejected the proposal. 

Similarly, the UWSA, during its meeting with the junta’s Military Affairs Security (MAS) Chief Lt-Gen Ye 
Myint on June 7 in Panghsang, rejected the junta’s proposal. Following the rejection, fresh tension was 
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triggered between the groups and the junta. This has resulted in the junta reinforcing its troops based in 
northern and eastern Burma, an official of the UWSA told Mizzima. 

Both the UWSA and KIO, though they have rejected the proposal, said they are willing to hold talks with 
the new government that will be formed after the election in 2010. 

The Zahkung Ting Ying led NDAK is a splinter group of the Kachin Independence Organisation (KIO), 
which was formed in 1961 to fight for self-determination of the Kachin people. The NDAK was earlier the 
3rd Brigade of the Kachin Independence Army, the armed wing of KIO, which was set up in Pang Wa 
region in 1968.  

Later the NDAK joined the Burma Communist Party’s (BCP) as the 101 military region but broke off with 
the BCP and on December 15, 1989 the group signed a ceasefire peace pact with the ruling junta.  

-------------------- 

Senior DKBA commander killed in ambush  
DVB – 29 June 2009 

A senior figure in the pro-Burmese junta militia Democratic Karen Buddhist Army has been killed in an 
ambush by the opposition Karen National Union as clashes continue near the Thai-Burma border. 

Five fellow Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA) soldiers were killed alongside Colonel San Pyone, 
commander of Battalion 7 of the Brigade 999, on 26 June, while around 10 more were injured.  

A source close to the DKBA said that seven boats carrying more than 20 DKBA members from the 
overrun Karen National Union’s (KNU) Brigade 7 headquarters was ambushed at about 8am on 26 June. 

"There must be about 20 casualties, but about six people died on the spot," he said, adding that the 
corpses of San Pyone and others were taken to the DKBA base in the Shwekokko area of Karen state. 

The DKBA has said that the attack was carried out from Thai territory, but this was refuted by the KNU. 

“The shooting did happen but not on the Thai side. It happened on the other side [in Burma],” said KNU 
spokesperson David Thakabaw.  

“[KNU] troops retreated from the bases but there are small groups still operating around the bases." 

The DKBA have been fighting alongside the Burmese army during an offensive against the KNU that 
began on 2 June. 

Last week the KNU’s strategically important Brigade 7 base was overrun by Burmese troops, although the 
KNU told DVB that the loss would make the Burmese army more susceptible to ambushes.  

Many Karen civilians have fled the conflict this month, with around 4000 arriving in Thailand. 

Many have reported instances of forced recruitment into the army either as porters or to act as 
minesweepers. 

The UN has sent staff to the refugee areas to assess the fallout of a conflict that has attracted 
international attention. 

Reporting by Naw Noreen  

-------------------- 

U2 fans to highlight Suu Kyi's life  
Mirror.co.uk – 28 June 2009  

Rock band U2 are encouraging fans to don masks during their current tour to highlight the plight of a 
political prisoner in Burma. 

Masks of democratic party leader Aung San Suu Kyi's face are available to download from U2 website. 

The band asked fans to wear the masks during their song "Walk On" to highlight the fact that Aung San 
Suu Kyi has spent most of the past two decades under house arrest. 

http://english.dvb.no/news.php?id=2663
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A statement on the website says: "U2 believe the world must not be allowed to forget Aung San Suu Kyi 
and every night on the 360 Tour fans are being invited to wear the mask when the band play Walk On, 
which was written for her." 

Aung San Suu Kyi recently celebrated her 64th birthday, sparking a number of events which called for her 
freedom. 

Actress Joanna Lumley raised a toast to the leader on behalf of charity Prospect Burma, and the Burma 
Campaign UK asked figures including Prime Minister Gordon Brown, Sir Paul McCartney and Sir Richard 
Branson to write birthday messages for her. 

-------------------- 

Opinion & Analysis  

Do Not Forget Burma - By Laura Bush  
Washington Post – 28 June 2009  

For two weeks, the world has been transfixed by images of Iranians taking to the streets to demand the 
most basic human freedoms and rights. Watching these courageous men and women, I am reminded of a 
similar scene nearly two years ago in Burma, when tens of thousands of Buddhist monks peacefully 
marched through their nation's streets. They, too, sought to reclaim basic human dignity for all Burmese 
citizens, but they were beaten back by that nation's harsh regime.  

Since those brutal days in September 2007, Burma's suffering has intensified. In the past 21 months, the 
number of political prisoners incarcerated by the junta has doubled. Within the past 10 days, two 
Burmese citizens were sentenced to 18 months in prison. Their offense: praying in a Buddhist pagoda for 
the release of the jailed opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi. That is only the tip of the regime's brutality. 
Inside Burma, more than 3,000 villages have been "forcibly displaced" -- a number exceeding the mass 
relocations in genocide-racked Darfur. The military junta has forced tens of thousands of child soldiers 
into its army and routinely uses civilians as mine-sweepers and slave laborers. It has closed churches 
and mosques; it has imprisoned comedians for joking about the government and bloggers for writing 
about it. Human trafficking, where women and children are snatched and sold, is pervasive. Summary 
executions pass for justice, while lawyers are arrested for the "crime" of defending the persecuted.  

Rape is routinely used as a "weapon of war." In 2006, I convened a roundtable at the United Nations to 
address the situation in Burma and listened as Burmese activist Hseng Noung described the rape victims 
she had aided. The youngest victim was 8; the oldest was 80. Her words silenced the room.  

Yet time and again, the women of Burma, who are often the regime's chief targets, have responded to 
this brutality with inspiring courage. I will never forget visiting the remote and crowded refugee camps on 
the mountainous border between Burma and Thailand. There, I watched the tireless efforts of Dr. Cynthia 
Maung to provide lifesaving medical aid for hundreds of Burmese in need, many of them ill or injured. I 
sat with victims of land mines who had lost legs or feet and were waiting quietly, often for hours, for basic 
care. Last fall, it was my great privilege to present a Vital Voices award to Charm Tong, who testified 
before U.N. officials at the age of 17 and eloquently described the systematic military campaign of rape 
and abuse that is being waged against women in Burma's Shan state. She spoke unflinchingly even 
though her audience included representatives of the very regime she condemned.  

More of us in America should make such courage our courage. At this moment, Aung San Suu Kyi, 64 
and in fragile health, faces sentencing on trumped-up charges that could force her to endure five more 
years of brutal captivity. The junta leaders wish to undermine the Nobel Peace laureate's influence ahead 
of next year's elections. Leaders from around the world -- including the United States -- have called 
forcefully for the junta to release Aung San Suu Kyi and the 2,100 other political prisoners it is holding. 
Even Burma's closest allies in the Association of Southeast Asian Nations have called for her to receive 
proper medical care and have warned that Burma's "honor and credibility" are at stake. But the world 
must do more than express concern.  

A new report from Harvard Law School asks the U.N. Security Council to establish a "commission of 
inquiry" into crimes against humanity and war crimes in Burma. Harvard's panel of international law 
experts has carefully catalogued what it deems as the junta's "widespread and systemic" human rights 
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violations. The Security Council has already referred the crisis in Darfur to the International Criminal 
Court. It should do the same for Burma.  

With U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon planning to visit Burma this summer, it is crucial that he press 
the regime to take immediate steps to end human rights abuses, particularly in ethnic minority areas. 
There have been 38 U.N. resolutions condemning these abuses, yet the horrors continue unabated. 
Under the junta's brutal rule, too many lives have been wasted, lives whose talents could have helped all 
of Burma prosper.  

But Aung San Suu Kyi's continued example of civil courage -- like those brave protesters in Iran -- 
reminds all of us that no matter how callous the regime, it cannot lock up what she stands for: the 
fundamental desire of all people to live in freedom and with dignity. During the brief moments that foreign 
diplomats were allowed to observe her show trial, Aung San Suu Kyi calmly apologized for having to 
greet them in a prison, saying, "I hope to meet you in better times." We should all share her hope -- and 
add our voices to those who risk so much to protest tyranny and injustice in Burma and beyond.  

The writer is the former first lady of the United States.  

-------------------- 

EDITORIAL Mr Ban is needed  
Bangkok Post – 28 June 2009 

United Nations special envoy to Burma Ibrahim Gambari arrived in Rangoon on Friday and was driven to 
the capital of Naypyidaw to meet Foreign Minister Nyan Win. It was Mr Gambari's eighth visit to Burma to 
try to promote political reconciliation between the military government and the pro-democracy movement 
led by Aung San Suu Kyi, who is the figurehead for the National League for Democracy (NLD). 

Mr Gambari flew out last night after failing to meet with either Ms Suu Kyi, who is now imprisoned in 
Insein Prison in Rangoon, or Senior General Than Shwe. 

Through no shortage of effort on Mr Gambari's part, such diplomatic moves have come to be 
accompanied by a general lack of expectation due to the obstinacy of the military regime. 

This time the special envoy's trip had been billed as a preparation for a visit by UN Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon early next month. Reportedly the final decision on the UN chief's trip will be made after Mr 
Gambari briefs Mr Ban upon his return to the UN headquarters in New York.  

Indications are that the UN chief will make the trip, and that is exactly what he should do.  

Mr Ban is said to be especially keen to press the Burmese leadership on the release of Ms Suu Kyi, who 
is on trial for allegedly violating the terms of her house arrest by allowing an uninvited, trespassing 
American man to stay in her home. The trial, which is set to resume on July 3, is a sham of course, and 
that fact will be all the more difficult to hide in the media attention surrounding a possible visit by Mr Ban.  

According to some sources, one factor that could discourage him from coming is the possibility that the 
military junta could use the visit as a propaganda tool, to suggest that the UN approves of the junta's 
handling of the trial against Ms Suu Kyi.  

The remedy for that is simply the kind of candid commitment to human rights and democratisation that Mr 
Ban has shown all along with regard to Burma. In addition to pressing for the release of Ms Suu Kyi and 
other political prisoners, if he does decide to come Mr Ban should bring up the renewed assault on ethnic 
Karen by Burmese security forces, which has sent thousands fleeing onto Thai soil in recent last weeks, 
as discussed in a column on this page on Friday. In the past 24 years, more than 150,000 displaced 
persons, mostly members of ethnic groups, have fled from Burma into Thailand, which provides shelter 
for the Burmese at nine camps along the 2,400km border. The army has also extended shelter to the 
most recent Karen arrivals, and NGOs are providing basic humanitarian assistance. 

Also on Mr Ban's agenda should be a push for transparency and the inclusion of all political and ethnic 
groups in the general election in 2010.  

It seems clear that the military government is intent on at least putting on a show of an election, which 
would require some sort of presence by the NLD. According to some within the opposition camp the NLD 
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may boycott the election altogether if Ms Suu Kyi is not released. On the other hand, there are some who 
feel that the NLD will be declared an illegal party ahead of the election.  

As unlikely as it may be, Mr Ban should press for international election monitors. 

At the same time, there can be little expectation that anything positive could come out of a trip by Mr Ban 
or anyone else if they adopt a purely aggressive posture with the generals. This is a job that requires true 
diplomacy, and success at this time may be measured in small steps and intangibles.  

A high profile visit by the UN chief can only be a good thing. If the Burmese leadership were truly 
oblivious to world opinion they would not allow representatives from the UN in the first place. It may look 
as though the prospects for real change in Burma are bleak at this time, but that doesn't mean the UN, 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations or the world should stop trying. 

-------------------- 

Burma Wants the Bomb: Interview with Burma’s former ambassador to North K orea  
Irrawaddy – 27 June 2009  

Relations between Burma and North Korea have attracted intense attention in recent weeks, as 
suspicions grow that the two pariah states are joining forces in a bid to thwart international sanctions 
against them.  

Two recent developments have greatly added to worries that these two countries are becoming a double 
threat to regional security.  

The first was the departure of a North Korean cargo ship, the Kang Nam 1, from a port near Pyongyang 
on June 17. The ship is believed to be heading for Burma, and is currently being pursued by the US 
Navy, which may act on a recent UN resolution authorizing inspections of North Korean vessels 
suspected of carrying banned weapons or materials. 

The second was the leaking of documents and video footage showing caves and tunnels being 
constructed in Burma with the help of North Korean engineers—possibly as part of a controversial nuclear 
program by the Burma junta.  

To learn more about the possible significance of these events, The Irrawaddy recently interviewed 
Thakhin Chan Tun, a former diplomat who served as Burma’s ambassador to North Korea from 1974 to 
1975. 

Thakhin Chan Tun, who was also the ambassador to Canada from 1969 to 1974 and to the People’s 
Republic of China from 1974 to 1976, is a veteran politician who is still actively working for national 
reconciliation, democracy and human rights in Burma.  

Question:  Thakhin Chan Tun, you served as Burma’s ambassador to North Korea from 1974 to 1975. 
Can you briefly describe bilateral relations between the two countries from then until now?  

Answer:  It was very good at that time. They paid great attention to us, possibly because it was the 
beginning of our diplomatic relationship. But then, in 1983, Burma invited a South Korean government 
delegation to visit, and North Korea plotted to assassinate them at the Martyrs’ Mausoleum in Rangoon, 
killing 22 people. The South Korean president was fortunate to be late arriving at the place. They [the 
North Koreans] are the kind of people who can commit such crimes. They dare to do everything.  

Now the US has imposed sanctions on Burma and the Burmese junta takes a hostile approach to the US. 
North Korea is also seen as an enemy of the US. So now [Burma and North Korea] are close again, as 
allies. What had happened in 1983 is no longer an issue between them. Since they both have a grudge 
against the US, the Burmese military has formed a new alliance with North Korea. I see the junta has also 
been trying to foster relations with Iran and Cuba, which are also antagonistic to the US.  

Q: What differences do you observe in the relationship between the period of Gen Ne Win’s rule and 
now? 

A:  At that time, it was just a diplomatic relationship, based on the fact that North Korea was also a 
member of the Non-Aligned Movement. It was like the relationship that we had with other countries 
around the world. In the first year of formal diplomatic ties, Burma’s foreign minister [went to North Korea], 

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16203


and then U Ne Win and his daughter Sandar Win made a state visit. That’s it. We severed diplomatic 
communication after the bombing.  

Now the diplomatic relationship has resumed without any apology from them. Of course, we should 
forgive them, if they apologize. But North Korea has never issued a formal apology to Burma. But it is 
should be considered absolutely necessary if the two countries want to resume normal diplomatic 
relations. However, I know that people from here were the first to approach the other side. 

Now communications seem better. As far as I have observed, it is basically for military purposes and 
especially for weapons. 

North Korea is smarter than Burma in terms of weapons technology. People from here want those 
weapons, and they want [North Korea’s] nuclear technology. I assume they resumed relations for that 
purpose.  

A nuclear reactor is reportedly being built here, and if they want to make a nuclear bomb from it, they may 
need to receive the technology from North Korea.  

Q: In the world of international diplomacy, how shocking is an attack like the bombing carried out by the 
North Koreans in 1983?  

A:  It is the most serious crime. It was insulting to Burma. The bomb went off in a building just 30-40 feet 
from our Martyrs’ Mausoleum, where the fathers of our nation are buried. Some Burmese ministers were 
also killed in the blast, along with the South Koreans.  

Q: So what do you think of the resumption of diplomatic ties with a country that would commit such a 
crime?  

A:  It seems like they can just get away with anything.  

Q: How will dealing with a country like North Korea, which is extremely isolated in the world, affect 
Burma? 

A:  [The Burmese junta] doesn’t think that deeply. They are unfriendly with the US, so they deal with other 
countries that are antagonistic to the US. The relationship itself seems to show that they don’t care about 
US policy.  

Q: Is the relationship for their benefit? 

A:  Burma wants nuclear technology. To put it plainly: Burma wants to get the technology to develop a 
nuclear bomb. They have been sending many students to Russia for years. They study there for three to 
five years. Now they seem to be getting quite far.  

However, Russia is a major world power, so they won’t give [the Burmese] the technical know-how [to 
build a bomb] because they have to maintain some ethical standards. North Korean, on the other, would 
be willing to provide this technology if they were approached.   

To promote the relationship between the two countries, Gen Shwe Man visited there, and I have heard 
that the deputy foreign minister is handling the relationship. North Korea is now allowed to open an 
embassy in Burma.  

However, I have to say it is childish of the Burmese generals to dream about acquiring nuclear 
technology, since they can’t even provide regular electricity in Burma.  

Q: Why is China alarmed about the relationship between North Korea and Burma?  

A:  China understands the Burmese regime’s attitude well. Even if the generals are in a good mood now, 
they can easily change and become enemies in a short time. Their decisions are based on emotions. I 
think the same is true of the North Korean leadership.  

Now China is trying to reign in North Korea. China has protected North Korea in the past, but now it is 
reluctant to do so again. I noticed that China didn’t object much to the UN Security Council’s recent 
resolution on North Korea.  



Now China is advising the Burmese leaders to meet with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, although they are not 
referring to her by name. They have started talking about the need for national reconciliation in Burma.  

If Burma moves closer to North Korea, China’s attitude to Burma could become more like its recent 
approach to North Korea. China has protected these countries to some extent in the past. But China 
could change its stand on Burma in the UN Security Council. Even if they don’t positively support a 
resolution condemning the regime, they could abstain from using their veto to block it. Burma may think 
that it can pursue whatever course it likes without worrying about Chinese support, but the idea that 
China will support the Burmese regime forever is wrong. 

Q: What do you think about relations between China and Russia? Russia recently reiterated its opposition 
to political and economic pressure on Burma. Is it true that Russia still supports Burma?  

A:  Russia wants Burma to be its protégé and China thinks the same. They compete with each other for 
influence on Burma. Now China seems reluctant to support Burma, so Russia is jumping in to support the 
junta.  

Moreover, there are many Burmese students studying in Russia and Russia considers them to be “their” 
men. I assume Russia wants Burma to be its man. 

Q: Burma could use money it gets from selling natural gas to South Korea to buy arms from North Korea. 
How could tension on the Korean peninsula affect Burma-North Korea relations?  

A:  South Korea started buying Burmese gas before Burma normalized relations with North Korea. It is 
only in the past year or two that that there have been reports that Burma was buying arms from North 
Korea. Now the South Korean president has started criticizing Burma, and if some parliamentarians in 
South Korea start complaining about [Burma’s relationship with North Korea], it may change [Burmese-
South Korean relations]. It depends on the South’s position. Burma may want to deal with both sides. 

Q: North Korea is famous for its tunnel construction. Do you think this is something that the Burmese 
generals are particularly interested in? 

A:  When I was ambassador to North Korea, [Kim Il-sung] the father of the current president was still alive. 
He was very powerful. He used to live in tunnels and we sometimes visited him there. We went there by 
helicopter and then by car. His home in Pyongyang was just for show. They were always expecting war 
and were constantly preparing themselves for that. But we could visit him if he was in good health.  

Now it is said that the Burmese junta is constructing tunnels in Kyaukse, in Minbu Township in Magway 
Division, in Chin State and in the Arakan Yoma mountain range with North Korea assistance. This news 
is spreading, so there may be something to it. 

-------------------- 

ASIAN SECURITY: Burma, North Korea in an unholy mil itary alliance - By: Aung Zaw   
Bangkok Post - 29 June 2009 

Burma's burning ambition to acquire modern missile technology and to upgrade its conventional weapons 
is no longer a secret and, if left unchecked, could pose a destabilising threat to regional stability. 

Thailand, its most prominent historical enemy, should be concerned - its military leaders would not like to 
see a Burma in possession of missiles that could easily lead to a tit-for-tat arms race. Also, of course, 
there's the generals' chronic fear of the West, heightened last year when foreign navy vessels showed up 
off the Burmese shore in an effort to deliver relief items and water to cyclone victims in the Irrawaddy 
delta region. 

Since then, Burmese leaders have increasingly been looking for a source of medium-range missiles and 
sophisticated anti-aircraft and radar systems to deter imagined external threats. 

Recent reports suggest Gen Thura Shwe Mann, the regime's No 3 man, made a secret visit to North 
Korea in November 2008, no doubt with a shopping list for the above items. 

Gen Shwe Mann, chief of staff of the army, navy and air force, and the coordinator of special operations, 
made a secret, seven-day visit to Pyongyang on Nov 22, travelling there via China. 
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His 17-member, high-level delegation was given an important sightseeing visit to Pyongyang and 
Myohyang, where secret tunnels have been built into the mountains to store and shield jet aircraft, 
missiles, tanks and nuclear and chemical weapons. 

Accompanied by air defence chief Lt Gen Myint Hlaing, Brig Gen Hla Htay Win, Brig Gen Khin Aung Myint 
and senior officials from heavy industries, the delegation was clearly on a mission to cement stronger 
military ties with the reclusive, hermit state. 

On Nov 27, Gen Shwe Mann and Gen Kim Kyok-sik, chief of general staff, signed a MoU, officially 
formalising the military cooperation between Burma and North Korea. 

North Korea will reportedly build or supervise the construction of some Burmese military facilities, 
including tunnels and caves in which missiles, aircraft and even naval ships could be hidden. Burma will 
also receive expert training for its special forces, air defence training, plus a language exchange 
programme between personnel in the two armed forces. 

Burmese army sources in Naypyidaw confirmed that the secret arms-procurement mission covered most 
of the generals' wish list. 

During his seven-day visit, Gen Shwe Mann, who is presumed to be the heir apparent to take over 
Burma's armed forces, visited radar and jamming units in Myohyang, a highly sophisticated anti-aircraft 
unit, air force units and a computerised command control system in Pyongyang. 

The delegation also visited a surface-to-surface (Scud) missile factory, partially housed in tunnels, on the 
outskirts of Pyongyang to observe missile production. Since the late 1980s, North Korea has sold 
hundreds of Scud-type missiles and Scud production technology to Iran, Syria and Egypt. 

The Scud-D missile, with a range of 700 kilometres, and the Scud-E missile, with a range of 1,500km, 
could easily intimidate Burma's neighbours, including Thailand. It is believed that Burma already has 
deployed six radar air defence systems along the Thai-Burmese border. 

During the visit, the Burmese were also particularly interested in short-range 107mm and 240mm multi-
rocket launchers - a multi-purpose missile defence system in case of a foreign invasion, analysts said. 

Also of great interest was the latest in anti-tank, laser-guided missile technology that can be deployed 
within an infantry division. Defence analysts say Burma has already purchased short- and medium-range 
missiles from North Korea under a barter deal. 

It is not known if regime leaders have already put in an order for Scud-D or the more powerful Scud-F 
missiles, with a range of 3,000km. To suppress ethnic insurgents, the regime doesn't need such 
sophisticated weapons, but Burma's strong interest in missile, radar, Awac air defence systems, GPS 
communication jammers and search radar indicates that Naypyidaw's leaders envision both defensive 
and offensive capabilities. 

Historically, Burma has procured small arms, jet fighters and naval ships from the West, namely the 
United States, Britain and some European countries. But after brutally crushing the 1988 democracy 
uprising, it faced Western sanctions and Burmese leaders desperately looked for new sources of 
weapons and ammunition to modernise and upgrade its armed forces. Burma has bought jet fighters and 
naval ships from China but increasingly it's looked for alternatives because of low quality and poor after-
sales service 

In the past, Burma purchased a "Pechora" air defence system - a Russian-made, surface-to-air, anti-
aircraft system. Analysts say the Russians have provided technical training and language courses to 
Burmese technicians. 

The junta continues to strengthen its military capacity and spends the country's precious foreign reserves 
on more and more sophisticated weapons. 

When Gen Maung Aye, the regime's number two, visited Moscow in April 2006, he told Russian Prime 
Minister Mikhail Fradkov that Burma wished to order more Russian-made MiG-29 jet fighters (in addition 
to the 12 it had already secured), as well as 12 secondhand MI-17 helicopters. 



During the Moscow visit, the deputy chief of the armed forces also expressed a desire to build a short-
range guided missile system in central Burma with assistance from Russia. 

Curiously, say analysts, Gen Shwe Mann and his delegation also studied the subway system in the North 
Korean capital - in theory an underground subway is an effective way to deploy and mobilise troops 
during a conflict in an urban area. 

As early as 2002-2003, Burma begun to build underground tunnels and caves to hide and protect aircraft 
and weapons, as well as to house a central command and control facility. 

Foreign analysts note that Burma was humiliated when it lost serious military skirmishes with Thailand in 
2001 and 2002.  

Thailand employed F-16 jet fighters along its border and successfully disrupted Burma's communication 
system between its troops in the front line and its central command. 

The generals seem determined to go into the next field of battle with equal if not superior forces. 

Aung Zaw is founder and editor of the Irrawaddy magazine - http://www.irrawaddy.org 

-------------------- 

COMMENTARY: One Step Forward, Two Steps Back - By K yaw Zwa Moe  
Irrawaddy – 26 June 2009  

The trial of Aung San Suu Kyi is an unofficial step in the ruling junta’s seven-step road map. It is an 
essential one for the generals as they look ahead to the fifth step—the upcoming election in 2010.  

The generals must now see, however, that by putting Suu Kyi on trial they took one step forward and two 
steps back.   

The regime had no alternative as it prepared for the upcoming election. For the generals, the election is 
not only a step towards politcal legitimacy, but also the apparatus with which they can legalize the role of 
the military within the country’s political system.   

The road map has three more steps—the election, the convening of a parliamentary assembly and the 
construction of “a modern, developed and democratic nation.” That’s the generals’ political aim.  

In order to complete the whole process, the junta faced one big problem: Suu Kyi, who should have been 
freed on May 27 after serving six years of house arrest. Her release would have come at least seven 
months, probably longer, before the planned election. 

Free at last, Suu Kyi would have been regarded as a potential troublemaker by the generals, whose 
political exit strategy would have been closed. 

By arresting her and putting her on trial, the junta forestalled that danger, at least for the time being. It 
was a risky ploy that has unleashed an international outcry that must have surprised the regime. 

Once begun, the trial had to continue, with only one verdict in sight: guilty. Suu Kyi will be sentenced to 
up to five more years of incarceration—and the regime will have taken two big steps backwards. 

Unlike its past persecution of Suu Kyi, however, the regime cannot expect to return to “business as usual” 
this time. 

Judging by the volume of international condemnation unleashed by the trial, Suu Kyi’s imprisonment 
would undoubtedly bring criticism from governments and organizations that have largely ignored past 
abuses by the regime. Concern about events in Burma is voiced now not only in Washington and other 
Western capitals. 

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean), which has traditionally protected the Burmese 
regime, recently took the unusual step of issuing a statement condemning the trial and calling for Suu 
Kyi’s release. The statement was formally issued by the Asean chair, Thailand, once a staunch supporter 
of strong ties to Burma. 

http://www.irrawaddy.org/opinion_story.php?art_id=16196


During a visit to Burma in early June, Singapore’s Senior Minister Goh Chok Tong urged Burma’s junta 
leaders not to allow the trial of the pro-democracy leader to affect the national reconciliation process, and 
to ensure that next year’s general election is free and fair. 

Goh emphasized that the elections must be inclusive and that the opposition National League for 
Democracy (NLD), led by Suu Kyi, must be part of the process of national reconciliation. 

The Burmese junta was also told by Goh—probably much to its chagrin—that Singapore investors were 
likely to wait until after the 2010 election before pouring any more money into the country.  

The Asean statement and Goh’s outspoken appeals indicate that the members of the regional grouping 
are running out of patience with their out-of-step associate. 

As international pressure on the regime mounted, the junta’s No 2, Snr-Gen Maung Aye, rushed to China 
for talks with leaders of Burma’s closest ally. Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao reportedly told him that China 
hoped the junta would promote democracy in Burma. 

Although it was natural for the regime to consult at this critical time with a government whose support it so 
badly needs at the UN, the Burmese junta never allows any country, including China, to dictate its internal 
politics.   

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon was expected to visit Burma in early July following UN calls for the 
release of Suu Kyi and more than 2,000 other political prisoners, as well as an assurance that the 2010 
election will be all-inclusive. The junta has never heeded such calls from the UN or the international 
community, however. 

There is little chance, anyway, that the election will be all-inclusive, since the NLD is expected to take its 
own step backwards and boycott the poll unless Suu Kyi is freed. Before the trial, there was a chance that 
the NLD would agree to participate. 

A change of heart by the regime is highly unlikely, and the decision to keep Suu Kyi safely out of the 
political arena has surely already been taken. She will probably be sentenced to a further three years or 
so of loss of freedom and be returned to her home to serve it there.  

But the regime’s headaches don’t end there. Suu Kyi’s trial is turning out to be the most intractable 
problem it has faced in the 20 years it has held power. 

The above article will appear in the July 2009 issue of The Irrawaddy magazine. 

-------------------- 

Burma's cyber war rages on - by Celeste Chenard     
Mizzima - 29 June 2009  

While the Internet has became one of the main tools at the disposal of opposition elements against 
political and cultural repression in authoritarian states, governments have in turn used the same 
technology to limit the effectiveness of political opposition by either commercial or propagandist means.   

A debate about the Internet as a tool of democratization has emerged since the first uses of the Internet 
under authoritarian systems of government. On the one hand, there are those who subscribe to the 
“determinist” theory, for whom the Internet can contribute to the collapse of dictatorships. On the other 
hand are the so-called “instrumentalists”, who take the position that an authoritarian regime can control 
the Web and exploit the Internet to serve its own interests. But the most important question is how 
authoritarian rulers choose an information technology strategy.   

According to Nina Hachigian, in her paper 'The internet and power in one-party East Asian States': “The 
Internet presents a dilemma to leaders of authoritarian states and illiberal democracies. It promises 
enticing commercial advantages, such as transaction cost reductions, e-commerce possibilities, and 
foreign trade facilitation. Yet, by giving citizens access to outside information and platforms for discussion 
and organization, the Internet can also help politically empower populations and potentially threaten 
regimes."  

According to a report recently released by the OpenNet Initiative (ONI) on information filtering in Asia, 
Asian governments are taking increasingly sophisticated steps to control access to Web content. The 

http://mizzima.com/edop/commentary/2373-burmas-cyber-war-rages-on-.html


report reveals accelerating restrictions on Internet content as Asian governments shift to next generation 
controls. These new techniques go beyond blocking access to websites and are more informal and fluid 
while often backed-up by increasingly restrictive and broadly interpreted laws.   

The report further points to an emerging inclination for states to actively engage in cyberspace as a way 
to achieve enhanced control of information: “Since 2006, many Asian governments have quickly realized 
the potential benefits of exploiting opportunities for conducting propaganda or public relations strategies 
over the Internet, even while cracking down on independent and critical voices thriving in these online 
spaces – an example of the evolution towards next generation controls,” finds the report. 

Yet, the Internet has simultaneously been shown to be an especially effective tool for journalists, civil 
society activists and opposition leaders in Asia during elections or other times of national political crisis. 

Burma showed one of the most dramatic examples of citizens using online tools to circumvent 
government control over information during the Saffron Revolution. It is clear that the particular attention 
of the international community and foreign media toward the 2007 uprising in Burma was partly due to the 
various uses of new information technology – and particularly the Internet. 

These “netizens” have demonstrated that new tools of communication, and especially the Internet, can 
impact on the global coverage of events and even on the sequence of events themselves. Vital 
information coming from inside Burma was posted by overseas Burmese news organizations and the 
international media, ultimately being fed back into the country of origin via satellite television and radio, 
thus achieving a bi-directional flow of information. Such newly available networks for the diffusion of 
information are surely challenging the rulers of closed countries like Burma. 

Nonetheless, while “citizen journalists” provided the world with footage and news, the government 
eventually imposed a “blackout of the information”. By cutting all Internet connections, the junta tried to 
disarm "netizens" – in further testament to the perceived potential destabilizing effects triggered by such 
endeavors.  

The push and pull battle over the Internet raises a serious question: Can emerging online technologies 
truly alter a country's isolationism and foster real political change? 

In a closed country the Internet can effectively serve the propaganda efforts of the authoritarian regime 
while simultaneously providing a new capacity with which dissidents can communicate relatively freely 
without considering boarders. Further, more than simply a political weapon, the Internet can also help to 
mobilize and raise public awareness and coordinate demonstrations and campaigns.  

But still, there is a dark side to the Internet that must be considered.   

Since 1997 the junta has purchased sophisticated technology from a Singapore-based company to assist 
in the development of a Cyber Warfare Center in order to accentuate efficacy and surveillance over the 
Army. Additionally, in May 2004, the junta purchased filtering software from American company Fortinet. 
ONI, largely as a result of such information technology transfers, has chronicled an increasing level of 
effectiveness on the part of the Burmese regime in the control of information over recent years.   

Burma, in the end, is caught in a vicious cycle. As the junta appears unwilling to improve the life 
conditions of the population, as one tactic to stay in power, the economy of the country is consequently 
not industrially and technologically adapted to take maximum advantage of the Internet. Moreover, 
launching economic development via information technology is not deemed worth the political risk in the 
battle over the dissemination of information. Severe restrictions on Internet access is thus perceived as 
one strategy in denying opposition elements a greater foothold in Burmese society.   

To summarize, as economic stakes are low and political risks much higher, the junta is less willing to let 
the population make use of the Internet than other authoritarian countries who limit Internet access to a 
lesser extent in order to foment economic development. “The exception," highlights the ONI report, "to the 
general embrace of ICT development [in Asian countries] has consistently been Burma.” However, for the 
regime there is also a concurrent downside in such an approach, as the country becomes even less 
attractive to potential foreign investors.    

The junta, though, is aware of the necessity to economically compete in the world economy. The 
construction of a cyber city by the generals is proof of this knowledge, while also further exemplifying the 



misappropriation of information technology development. The country’s largest information technology 
development, Yadanabon City – inaugurated in 2007, is projected to serve as the connection point for the 
regime with economic partners such as China, India and Thailand.   

Apart from economic interests, the Internet can also serve the propagandist aims of governments. The 
junta tries to use the Internet as a tool to spread its propaganda and political message to the world and to 
contradict accusations of its detractors. An active presence on the Web allows the government to present 
the world its own version of the facts. That is why the junta launched www.myanmar.com, allowing 
foreigners to read an electronic version of the state-run English newspaper The New Light of Myanmar.   

However, examples of the collapse of governments in Southeast Asia because of popular mass protest 
with the support of the media – as in the Philippines in 1986 and Indonesia in 1998 – still keeps hope 
alive of a coming shift in Burma.  

But the Burmese example also reveals media pressure and "People Power" are not enough by 
themselves to ensure political transition. The media can assist in transition but not set the transition itself 
in motion. The media is dependant on a nexus connecting the economic, social and political spheres.  

Nonetheless, if an authoritarian regime can be affected by the uses of the Internet abroad, it is clear the 
Internet can in fact impact events inside a closed society like Burma as well – by at least forcing the junta 
to act in a space open to everybody’s eyes. 

-------------------- 

Don't Moon Over Burma - By Marie Doezema  
New York Times - 26 June 2009  

DOHA — It doesn’t take a trip to Myanmar to see that measures taken by the international community 
against the Burmese junta are not working. Recent headlines and the trial of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
indicate that Myanmar continues to be mired in repression.  

I recently took a trip there nonetheless. I have friends there, Burmese and foreigners, and I wanted to visit 
them in their country, a place they described as both beautiful and tragic.  

Two days into the trip, I found myself eating fried tadpoles and drinking Champagne with Tay Za, one of 
country’s most powerful businessmen and a close ally of the military junta.  

My friends and I had been en route to Putao, a mountainous region in the far north sandwiched between 
China and India. Abundant in wildlife and natural resources, the area is unreachable by road and visits 
require government permits. We took three flights to get there from Yangon. The owner of the airline, Tay 
Za, was on board with us.  

As he exited the plane, Tay Za invited us to his lavish tourist lodge the following day. It felt less like an 
invitation than a summons. We had the feeling that he wanted to size us up.  

At dinner the next evening, the normally elusive Tay Za was effusive, giving us a crash course on how 
things work in Myanmar.  

On international sanctions: Who cares? Why bother with Europe and the U.S. when China and India are 
right next door?  

He described his plans for Putao, which include developing infrastructure and another luxury resort. What 
this will mean for the region isn’t yet clear.  

Once our trekking trip got underway, we spent days hiking through clouds, drinking from mountain 
streams, staying in small villages, sleeping in elevated huts woven from rattan. The night air wafted in 
through the cracks, mingling with smoke from the fire.  

The forests were tangles of mushrooms, wild strawberries and orchids. We met hunters and gatherers 
who spent their days in the woods. In the last village we visited, mail came three times a year.  

One night, we met with a village elder and a medicine man. Every year, they said, ice on the nearby 
mountains recedes farther into the distance. We talked about the plans to build a road to the village.  

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/27/opinion/27iht-eddoezema.html?hpw


Tay Za loomed large over this part of the country, and we had the sense that his name would follow us 
everywhere. A few days earlier, back at his lodge, he had talked of his hopes for the road. For him, a road 
would mean easier access to a region he’s hungry to develop. For the locals, it would make life easier, 
but could also bring changes that threaten traditional resources and livelihoods.  

If development brings catastrophe, locals will do what the birds do, the village elder told us: “We’ll fly 
away if we have to, go deeper into the forest until it’s safe.”  

After the trekking trip, I also visited the ancient city of Bagan, home to thousands of rust-colored pagodas. 
Here, too, Tay Za had left his mark — a garish tower among the temples: a cocktail lounge with a view.  

The town was eerily empty. Guesthouses were all but vacant and rows of restaurants were deserted. 
Horse carts lined the sides of the roads, waiting for passengers who never seemed to come.  

A few kids peddled postcards, others begged for money, food, or anything that might be of value. Anti-
child prostitution signs hung on trees and buildings around town. “Our children are not for sale,” they 
read.  

I also visited Mandalay but missed most of the city. The trekking trip had left me covered in bites from 
leeches and insects, and my body was swollen and feverish. Instead of visiting sites, I searched for a 
pharmacy. Having been warned of the dangers of counterfeit meds, I wasn’t sure where to go. 

Looking for medicine that night felt like the situation in Myanmar. You don’t know what’s real and what’s 
not; who to trust, who to avoid. You’re stuck in a limbo of justified paranoia.  

At the end of the trip, I returned to Yangon. I visited some of the places that had been special to a 
Burmese friend who now lives abroad. He left almost two decades ago and hasn’t returned. Most of his 
family is still there. 

After years abroad, my friend manages to maintain optimism rather than bitterness. As he wrote to me 
before I left, “I hope you will still see the amicable smiles of our people. We always find something to 
lighten our gloomy lives worth living.” 

Marie Doezema is a freelance writer. 

-------------------- 

News – Aung San Suu Kyi 

Myanmar says American main culprit in Suu Kyi case  
AP – 25 June 2009 

YANGON, Myanmar — Myanmar's national police chief said Thursday that the American man who swam 
uninvited to the home of opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi was the "main culprit" in the case filed 
against her. 

The comment that could signal a less aggressive stance against the Nobel Peace laureate, who is being 
tried for violating the terms of her house arrest when John William Yettaw entered her closely guarded 
lakeside home last month and stayed two days. Yettaw and Suu Kyi's two women companions are also 
charged. 

If convicted, the 64-year-old faces up to five years in prison. She has been under house arrest for more 
than 13 of the last 19 years. 

Her supporters say the government is almost certain to convict her and claim the regime is using the 
incident to keep the pro-democracy leader detained through next year's elections. 

Brig. Gen. Khin Yi's comments at a news conference Thursday marked the first time the government has 
shifted the spotlight from Suu Kyi. Khin Yi faulted the democracy leader for her lack of cooperation with 
the security personnel at her home, but alleged that Yettaw was mostly to blame for the incident and that 
he may have been backed by some groups. 

He declined to identify which groups, but noted Yettaw had met many exiled dissidents in neighboring 
Thailand. 

http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5gs16E0Y8T8w9Edy1yiDa2nXqxwkwD991MGGG0


"There could be some individuals and organizations that had supported or directed John William Yettaw, 
but it is undeniable that Mr. Yettaw is the main culprit who has broken the existing law," he said. 

The briefing, which was attended by lawyers and diplomats, came a day before the scheduled visit of 
U.N. special envoy Ibrahim Gambari, which may presage a trip by U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
early next month. 

Yettaw, 53, of Falcon, Missouri, has pleaded not guilty, and explained in court that he had a dream that 
Suu Kyi would be assassinated and he had gone to warn her. Family and friends have said that he was 
working on a book and wished to interview Suu Kyi. 

Khin Yi noted that Yettaw was apprehended in May while returning from Suu Kyi's house along a longer 
route than the one he had taken during a previous secret visit in November. 

"Only Mr. Yettaw and his accomplices will know why he didn't use the shorter route. Can it be assumed 
that he deliberately did it to create problems?" said Khin Yi. 

He described the American as "an intelligent man and not an unsound person as alleged by some 
opposition groups." 

-------------------- 

Police Chief Suspects Yettaw Mastermind  
Irrawaddy - 25 June 2009  

The Burmese police chief, Brig-Gen Khin Yi, alleged that a mastermind was orchestrating John William 
Yettaw, whose intrusion on Aung San Suu Kyi led to her arrest and trial.  

“There must be a mastermind behind Mr. Yettaw. We are investigating who exactly is behind this,” the 
police chief told journalists and diplomats at a press conference in Rangoon on Thursday.   

Khin Yi said John William Yettaw was not wealthy enough to travel and stay in Thailand and Burma for 
several months, and his long stays must have been financed by a group masterminding his actions.  

Khin Yi also alleged that Yettaw might have wanted security guards to arrest him, because he did not 
take the same route entering and leaving Suu Kyi's house . “By swimming through Inya Lake he attracted 
the attention of police guarding Suu Kyi,” Khin Yi said.  

Khin Yi frequently repeated that Yettaw had met with exiled and unlawful groups before his last visit to 
Burma.   

According to Burmese and Thai sources in Mae Sot, a Thai town on the border with Burma, Yettaw, 53, 
spent more than a month at a hotel in the town after his first visit to Rangoon in November 2008. During 
this visit he managed to get in to Suu Kyi’s compound, but her companions prevented him from meeting 
her.  

While he was in Mae Sot, people recalled Yettaw saying that he planned to return to visit Suu Kyi again. 
His second visit led to the fateful encounter with Suu Kyi in May, sources said.   

In Mae Sot, Yettaw stayed at the Highland Hotel, where he spoke to several people about Burma and 
made brief comments about Suu Kyi. He openly told people about his first visit to her compound.  

Yettaw was still in debt for the expenses he incurred during his first trip to Burma, according to his family. 
Before leaving his home in Falcon, Missouri, Yettaw told his wife, Betty Yettaw, that he planned to visit 
Asia for a book he was writing, according to an Associated Press report.     

Yettaw, a Mormon, reportedly does not hold strong political views. He receives disability payments from 
the US Veteran’s Affairs office for Vietnam-related injuries and has been pursuing studies in psychology. 

-------------------- 

Police Chief says Suu Kyi tardy in contacting autho rities   
Mizzima - 25 June 2009  

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16190
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New Delhi - Burma’s Chief of Police, Khin Yi, on Thursday accused opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi 
for having not adequately informed police of the details of the first visit by American John William Yettaw, 
who is currently standing trial for his visits to the detained pro-democracy leader's Rangoon residence. 

Khin Yi, during a rare press briefing at the Drug Elimination Museum in Rangoon’s Kamayut Township, 
told journalists and diplomats that the detained Nobel Peace Laureate had not informed concerned 
authorities in a timely manner as to the details of the first visit by Yettaw in November 2008. 

As National League for Democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi only informed the authorities of the visit four 
days after the event on December 4, 2008, it was difficult for authorities to trace the incident and thus 
hampered attempts to uncover the truth, Khin Yi added. 

Rejecting rumors that the accused suffers from a mental illness, Khin Yi said Yettaw is instead a highly 
intellectual person. 

Aung San Suu Kyi, on trial in Insein prison along with Yettaw and two live-in party members, is charged 
with breaching her detention regulations by accepting Yettaw, who allegedly swam approximately two 
kilometers across Inya Lake, into her home and providing him with food and shelter. If found guilty, she 
could face up to five years imprisonment. 

But the pro-democracy leader has pleaded ‘not guilty’ to the charges, saying the security around her 
home is instead responsible for the break-in. 

Khin Yi, during the briefing, said the government believes that Yettaw’s visit was pre-planned by a group 
working behind the scenes, but failed to identify the group, saying only that authorities are still working on 
the case. 

But opposition groups have in turn accused the junta of using the incident as a pretext to continue 
detaining the Nobel Peace Laureate in order to keep her out of the public realm in the run-up to the 
planned 2010 general election.   

-------------------- 

Mizos call for the release of Aung San Suu Kyi   
Mizzima - 25 June 2009 

by Salai Pi Pi     

New Delhi – Scores of Mizo and Burmese activists on Thursday held a sit-in protest in Aizawl, capital of 
India’s northeastern state of Mizoram, calling for the release of detained Burmese opposition leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi. 

With banners declaring ‘Mizoram for Aung San Suu Kyi’ the protestors held a one-hour demonstration at 
Aizawl's Temple Square. The protestors expressed concern for the Burmese Nobel Peace Laureate, who 
is currently facing a trial under charges stemming from the trespassing of an American man into her home 
in early May. 

“We want the Burmese junta to release Aung San Suu Kyi, that is the main purpose of today’s 
demonstration,” said Ruata, Secretary of the Mizoram Committee for Democracy in Burma (MCDB), the 
group that organized the protest. 

The sit-in demonstration, in support of Aung San Suu Kyi and democracy in Burma, is the second such 
action organized by MCDB, which was formed in October 2007 following the junta's crackdown on the 
Saffron Revolution. 

Speaking to Mizzima, Ruata said the organization will also send a letter to India's President, Pratibha 
Devisingh Patil, and Prime Minister, Manmohan Singh, through the Mizoram government, urging them to 
do everything India can in order to secure the release of Aung San Suu Kyi, past recipient of India’s 
Jawaharlal Nehru Award for International Understanding. 

“We urge the Indian President and Prime Minister to put pressure on the Burmese regime to release 
Aung San Suu Kyi as the trial against her is not fair,” Ruata said. 

http://mizzima.com/news/regional/2358-mizos-call-for-the-release-of-aung-san-suu-kyi.html


“We also call for the restoration of democracy in Burma and urge India to review its current foreign policy 
toward the Burmese regime,” he added. 

Meanwhile, Ko Htwe, a Mizoram-based member of the Burmese Social Welfare Association who spoke at 
the protest on Thursday, said the protest was also a show of solidarity for Burma. 

Joining the protest were prominent Mizoram political leaders, including those from the Mizo National Front 
(MNF), Zoram Nationalist Party (ZNP), Bharatya Janata Party (BJP-Mizoram), Mizoram Peoples 
Conference (MPC) and Mizoram Pradesh Congress Committee (MPCC), as well as representatives from 
Mizo non-governmental organizations. 

Zothankimi, General Secretary of the Women's Wing of the MPCC, speaking at the protest, said it is 
shameful and cowardly of the Burmese generals to try and suppress an unarmed, single woman. 

Similarly, Ruata, condemning the continued military rule in Burma, said the impact of rights violations by 
the junta have caused thousands of Burmese people to flee their homes for foreign lands, including 
Mizoram. 

“A lot of refugees have come to Mizoram. That’s the impact of military rule in Burma,” explained Ruata, 
showing his sympathy towards the Burmese refugees in Mizoram. 

He further encouraged Mizoram authorities to show sympathy to the Burmese and not to harass or deport 
them, as they are merely seeking shelter in Mizoram state. 

-------------------- 

News - Other 

Gambari Arrives in Burma   
Irrawaddy – 26 June 2009  

By Lalit K Jha 

UN Special Envoy to Burma Ibrahim Gambari has arrived in Burma and will return to UN headquarters 
promptly to brief Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon before he leaves New York for Japan on Monday, a UN 
spokesman said on Thursday. 

Officials said Gambari’s visit is intended to pave the way for a follow-up visit by Ban, anticipated for 
sometime next week. 

A UN official confirmed the envoy arrived Friday morning in Rangoon, the commercial capital, and was 
scheduled to travel later in the day to the remote capital of Naypyidaw to meet with the government’s 
military leaders. 

Informed sources told The Irrawaddy much depends on Gambari’s talks with the junta as to whether and 
when Ban visits Burma 

The visit is likely to be politically delicate coming during the contentious trial of opposition pro-democracy 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi, who is facing a possible five-year extension of her 13 years under house 
arrest. 

Meanwhile, the Obama Administration has approved an additional $10 million in humanitarian aid for the 
survivors affected by Cyclone Nargis last year. The aid will be distributed to individuals and communities. 

-------------------- 

North Korea's Myanmar links: Cocking a snuke  
The Economist - 25 June 2009 

Carrots, sticks and now a bullhorn fail to deter North Korea 

ONE is an ageing North Korean cargo tub with more than one previous owner and a record of weapons 
trafficking. The other, shadowing the Kang Nam 1 as it chugs slowly round China’s coast on its way, it is 
believed, to a port in Myanmar via the Malacca Strait, is an American guided-missile destroyer, bristling 
with up-to-date radars and weaponry. But it is to be hoped that the captain of the USS McCampbell, 
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reportedly taking over the tracking from a sister ship, the USS John McCain, has at least one old-
fashioned bit of naval kit on board: a bullhorn. 

The American ships are doing UN-approved duty. Resolution 1874, passed unanimously by the Security 
Council on June 12th permits the searching of North Korean cargoes on vessels on the high seas 
suspected of carrying illegal arms shipments. But, in what seems a nose-thumbers’ charter, it requires the 
flag-owner’s consent, which in this case is highly unlikely to be forthcoming. If the Americans cannot 
direct the Kang Nam 1 with stern words to a nearby port for a search, they will have to hope a shortage of 
fuel forces it to dock.  

The new restrictions on North Korea limit its weapons imports to small arms, and ban all arms exports, 
conventional or otherwise. They followed a provocative long-range missile test and last month a defiant 
claim of the country’s second nuclear test. Puzzlingly, sensors failed to detect telltale gases that usually 
leak out within days of such a test, but that could be because North Korea is, troublingly, better at testing 
small nuclear warheads deep underground than observers had guessed. 

The regime’s ailing boss, Kim Jong Il, is preparing more fireworks: perhaps another nuclear test; almost 
certainly short- and medium-range missile firings. A new launch-pad being prepared in the west of the 
country would allow testing of intercontinental-range rockets to the south, instead of as now across the 
Pacific towards America, which has threatened to shoot down any that appear threatening. 

Where will all this lead? China and Russia, angered at Mr Kim’s nuclear antics, agreed to support 
sanctions on his illicit weapons trade, but want six-party negotiations that also include America, South 
Korea and Japan, as well as North Korea, to resume. North Korea says it will come to the table as a 
“proud nuclear power” with no intention of giving up its bombs. “Delusional” is how one senior American 
official describes Mr Kim’s demand to be accepted as a nuclear power; South Korea and Japan concur.  

Meanwhile the fear is that Mr Kim will resume (if he ever stopped) helping others with their nuclear work. 
Financial records show that Mr Kim co-operated with a network run by a disgraced former Pakistani 
scientist, Abdul Qadeer Khan, to help supply Libya with nuclear material for uranium-enrichment work 
before the country abandoned its weapons effort. A nuclear reactor Mr Kim was secretly building for 
Syria, one ideally sized for producing plutonium for bombs, was destroyed by Israel in 2007 just before its 
completion. 

Some reports say the Kang Nam 1 is carrying missile parts; others that it is shipping mostly small arms to 
the junta in Myanmar. Mr Kim has sometimes used Myanmar to trans-ship missile parts, and who knows 
what else, to Iran. But Myanmar itself is a headache now, too. Russia has agreed to build it a small 
nuclear-research reactor. The worry is this nuclear toing and froing could disguise another joint venture, 
with North Korea: the secret building of a reactor like both Syria’s and the one Mr Kim has used to 
produce plutonium for his own weapons tests.  

-------------------- 

Likely Destination of N Korean Ship Often Used for Weapons Deliveries   
Irrawaddy – 25 June 2009  

By Min Lwin 

The Myanmar International Terminals Thilawa (MITT), believed to be the destination of the Kang Nam 1, 
a North Korean cargo ship being tracked by the US Navy, has often been used for deliveries of weapons, 
according to sources at the facility. 

The Kang Nam 1, which left a North Korean port on June 17, is believed to be carrying weapons, missile 
parts or possibly even nuclear materials. 

“There are two reasons to use Thilawa,” said an MITT operator. “First, it is not too close to Rangoon, and 
second, it is easy to increase security here so people don’t know what is being unloaded.” 

The international multi-purpose container port, Burma’s largest deep sea port, is located about 30 km 
south of Rangoon.  

According to other MITT employees, the facility has often been used for deliveries of weapons since it 
was built in the mid-1990s.  

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16189


“Cargo ships carrying many kinds of weapons from Russia, China, North Korea and the Ukraine have 
docked at Thilawa,” said an MITT worker. 

Normally, the source explained, the ships are offloaded around midnight to avoid attracting attention. 
Then, around 2 a.m., convoys of trucks deliver the weapons to a military depot at Intaing, about 25 km 
north of Rangoon.  

“When cargo ships carrying military equipment dock at the port, naval personnel based near Thilawa take 
over port security and coordinate the unloading of the ships,” he said. “No unauthorized personnel are 
allowed near the port when cargo ships carrying weapons dock here.” 

On Wednesday, officials from the Myanmar Port Authority, which operates under the Ministry of 
Transport, met with the Thilawa port authorities. It is believed that the meeting was related to the 
imminent arrival of the Kang Nam 1. 

“We don’t know when the ship will dock and we haven’t received any instructions concerning its berthing 
schedule,” said an MITT employee, adding that this was normal procedure for handling ships carrying 
weapons.  

The source also said that employees of MITT had been instructed not to speak to exiled media about the 
Kang Nam 1.  

On Thursday, the Burmese state-run newspaper, The News Light of Myanmar, reported that the 
government had denied that the Kang Nam 1 was heading for Burma. 

The report said that the Burmese junta had not received any information about the Kang Nam 1, but was 
expecting another North Korean ship, the MV Dumangang, to arrive in Burma on June 27 to pick up 8,000 
tons of rice. 

The USS John S McCain started following the Kang Nam 1 soon after it left port last week. The USS 
McCampbell is now shadowing the ship, which is being monitored under UN sanctions imposed earlier 
this month following North Korea’s underground nuclear test in May. 

-------------------- 

Does Kang Nam carry arms to kill ceasefire forces?   
SHAN - 24 June 2009  

Hseng Khio Fah  

Reports of North Korean cargo ship Kang Nam on its way to Burma has raised speculations among 
ceasefire groups who are resisting Naypyitaw’s demand to transform themselves into troops under the 
Burma Army’s command that it could be linked to current tensions between the two sides.  

During the visit of Lt-Gen Ye Myint, the junta’s chief negotiator, to Mongla, opposite China’s Daluo on 9 
June, Sai Leun, 63, leader of the National Democratic Alliance Army-Eastern Shan State (NDAA-ESS), 
informed him of the rejection by the army and people under his leadership of the junta’s proposal to 
transform themselves into a border guard force. Upon hearing it, Ye Myint mentioned the amazing growth 
and development of the ceasefire areas during the past 20 years and said, “Don’t you feel sorry to lose 
them if you reject our proposal?” 

“This is a strong hint that all that we have built will be destroyed by them,” a ceasefire officer told SHAN. 

Another source from northern Shan State also reported that he was told by a senior police officer that 
new weapons with highly destructive power would be used against ceasefire groups unless they gave in 
to the junta’s demand. 

Meanwhile, Col Yawd Serk, leader of the Shan State Army (SSA) South, remarked that Naypyitaw’s 
current military preparations are aimed at subduing the United Wa State Army’s forces along the Thai-
Burma border. “Panghsang (on the Sino-Burma border) is not their immediate target,” he said. “They want 
to put pressure on the Wa’s southern forces to give up their resistance. They will deal with Panghsang 
afterwards.” 

http://www.shanland.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2627:does-kang-nam-carry-arms-to-kill-ceasefire-forces&catid=86:war&Itemid=284


The main weapon employed by the junta will be “drugs”, he told SHAN. “The planned burning of drugs in 
Kengtung on 26 June is therefore significant,” he said.  

Kengtung is the capital of eastern Shan State, where the UWSA is active.  

-------------------- 

China To Build New Refineries For Oil From Myanmar Pipeline   
Wall Street Journal – 25 June 2009 

BEIJING (Dow Jones)--China will build refineries capable of processing 20 million metric tons a year, or 
402,000 barrels per day, in southwest China to process crude oil from the Sino-Myanmar pipeline, Jiang 
Ximin, an official with NDRC's energy research institute said Thursday.  

The refineries will be located in Chongqing City of Sichuan Province and in Yunnan Province, the official 
said during an energy pipeline conference.  

Output of oil products from these refineries is expected to reach 12.77 million tons a year, and a related 
project will produce 1 million tons of ethylene per year, he said.  

China National Petroleum Corp. signed a memorandum with Myanmar on the cross-border oil pipeline 
last week. The designed annual capacity of the pipeline is 22 million tons, or 442,000 barrels a day.  

CNPC earlier said that construction will start in September.  

A 300,000-deadweight ton crude port and an oil tank with storage capacity of 600,000 cubic meters will 
be built in Myanmar, the official said.  

-------------------- 

KNU Headquarters Overrun: Now What?   
Irrawaddy – 25 June 2009  

By Saw Yan Naing 

After a long offensive, the Burmese army and its ceasefire militia, the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army 
(DKBA), has overrun the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) Brigade 7 headquarters.  

The question now is: What’s next?       

Karen sources and analysts said the fighting will continue as the joint Burmese army and DKBA troops 
focus their attacks toward the KNLA Brigade 6 area.  

Analysts said powerful business interests are supporting the offensive.            

The Burmese regime’s goal is to control all of central Karen State, where the Karen National Union’s 
KNLA Brigade 7 and 6 are now located, in order to dominate the business and border trade activity with 
Thailand, said one DKBA businessman who asked for anonymity.          

Once dominated, many industries, companies and infrastructure will be improved and supported by the 
Myanmar Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry, said the businessman.   

Important activities will include logging and mining natural resources, including zinc, he said. 

He said the Burmese authorities and DKBA troops will construct roads to connect between army 
headquarters in Myaing Gyi Ngu and border areas.    

Once the clashes end, the relationship between the DKBA and local Thai authorities and businessmen in 
Mae Sot will expand when compared to the past, businessmen said.    

During the recent fighting, a KNU leader said two DKBA leaders were spotted in a car traveling with Thai 
police near the border where Karen refugees have sought shelter in Tha Song Yang District in Tak 
Province.  

Analysts also said the situation will be more dangerous for the KNU and Burmese opposition groups in 
exile when the border area is controlled by DKBA troops.         

http://online.wsj.com/article/BT-CO-20090625-705456.html
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Maj Hla Ngwe, the joint secretary (1) of the KNU, said the loss of KNLA Brigade 7 headquarters could 
affect the work of Burmese opposition organizations based in Mae Sot.     

“The opposition movement will be limited. They might not launch campaigns as they did before,” said Hla 
Ngwe.   

Border sources also say more assassinations could be expected in the border area, where many 
Burmese and ethnic opposition groups are based.    

In February 2008, the KNU’s late general secretary, Mahn Sha, was gun down by two DKBA members at 
his home near the center of Mae Sot. Many sources claimed the assassination also involved Thai border 
police.     

Border sources said that DKBA members will have easy access to Mae Sot once the relationship 
between the DKBA and Thai border authorities is established.    

A sign of the evolving transition in the power center, said the businessman, is that DKBA soldiers are now 
receiving medical care in Mae Sot.  What’s happening is “very obvious,” he said.     

The DKBA plans to expand its troops from 6,000 to 9,000 in preparation for its transformation to become 
a border guard force under the Burmese army. The  DKBA split from it mother organization, the KNU, and 
signed a ceasefire agreement with the Burmese regime in 1995. 

-------------------- 

Thai education reform to benefit Burmese migrants   
DVB – 26 June 2009  

Burmese migrants and refugees living on the periphery of Thai society could benefit from the Thai 
government’s new plans to strengthen its education policy for migrant and stateless children in the 
country. 

Thailand hosts some 3.5 million stateless persons, the majority of which are Burmese who have fled 
conflict in the country or who come to Thailand to find employment. Around 80 per cent of labour migrants 
are Burmese. 

Currently all children, except those living in refugee camps, are ostensibly entitled to be educated in Thai 
schools regardless of their nationality.  

The cost of schooling and transportation can often prevent migrant children from attending, and poses 
particular problems for the estimated 500,000 children born to Burmese parents in Thailand. 

Speaking on the World Day Against Child Labour earlier this month, Thailand’s deputy education minister, 
Chaiwut Bannawat, spoke of the government’s plan to improve its ‘education for all’ policy to better 
include migrant and stateless children. 

Problems with the feasibility for migrant children attending school are compounded by the transient 
lifestyle of their parents, who often move from place to place in search of work. 

“Some migrant communities are very mobile; construction site workers don’t stay in one place, they work 
on a construction site for three months and then move to another area, so it is difficult for the families to 
put the children to school, ” said Jackie Pollock, director of the Migrant Assistance Programme (MAP) 
Foundation. 

“Many migrant parents are afraid to put children on a school bus or something, because they have heard 
about trafficking and they are scared they won’t see their children again.” 

In areas of northern Thailand, such as Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai and Mae Sot, active NGO’s and 
departments of education mean migrant children have a good chance of accessing education. 

In Bangkok, however, where only an estimated 200 registered migrant children are studying, the problem 
becomes more worrying. 

“There are areas where thousands and thousands of children are falling through this system,” said 
Pollock.  

http://english.dvb.no/news.php?id=2659


It remains unclear what exactly the government is planning to do, but, said Pollock, officials may look into 
giving some legal status to the migrant learning centers while improving the current system for migrant 
children in Thai schools. 

Reporting by Rosalie Smith  

-------------------- 

Opium poppy cultivation in Burma rises  
DVB – 25 June 2009 

Burma remains the world’s second largest source of opium, according to a UN report released yesterday 
that found a slight rise in opium poppy cultivation across Burma but decreasing levels worldwide.  

While global markets for most illicit are either steady or in decline, the World Drug Report 2009 reported 
an increase in production and use of synthetic drugs in the developing world. 

Burma remains the world’s second biggest producer of opium behind Afghanistan. While levels of poppy 
cultivation for opium are a fraction of those of a decade ago, the market is still healthy. 

Globally, there are thought to be around 189,000 hectares for cultivation, with 28,500 of those in Burma. 
Media reports of opium production in Afghanistan often link the trade to the presence of Taliban units, 
despite there being an increase in production since the US-led invasion to topple the Taliban in 2001. 

In Burma, opium production, last year measured at around 4000 metric tons, is often tied to increasing 
militarization throughout the country, most notably in the country’s eastern Shan state. 

In the past decade the government has lumped the army with a self-reliance policy, in which troops must 
be responsible for their own equipment and food, despite receiving meager wages.  

Lower-ranking soldiers are often required to contribute up to 10,000 kyat ($US10) to their unit, despite 
being on a salary of around 30,000 kyat ($US30) a month. 

“This has forced the army units to get involved in all sorts of illegal trade business, including drugs,” said 
an expert on Burma’s opium trade, Khuensai Jaiyen. 

Burma’s aggressive expansion of its military, coupled with the self-reliance policy, compounds a problem 
for once self-sufficient villagers in Shan state who now are forced to provide food for troops. 

The increase from 25 battalions in Shan state a decade ago to over 160 has “caused great burden on the 
population… [making] it difficult to survive and difficult to feed the family,” said Khuensai Jaiyen. 

“If we don’t grow opium, how can we get enough food? If I don’t want to grow opium, I have to come into 
Thailand and send money back to my family to feed itself for a whole year but also the army.” 

Although cultivation of poppies may have increased in recent years, output of opium has decreased. 
Khuensai Jaiyen warns, however, to exercise caution about praising the ruling State Peace and 
Development Council’s (SPDC) alleged eradication programmes.  

“Some people might congratulate the SPDC; you had better congratulate the weather instead of the 
SPDC. Last year the downpour had destroyed, in some places, 60 percent of the fields,” he said.  

Reporting by Francis Wade  

-------------------- 

Six villages relocated for Arakan hydropower plant  
DVB – 25 June 2009  

Six villages located near the proposed site of a hydropower plant in Burma’s western Arakan state have 
been displaced by Burmese military, with added concerns that civilians nearby will be forced to help build 
the plant. 

The villages, near to Buthidaung township, are home to the Khami ethnic group, whose numbers are 
reportedly “very low already”, according to the All Arakan Student and Youth Congress (AASYC), who 
have been monitoring the plant’s impact on the local area. 

http://english.dvb.no/news.php?id=2658
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This is one of several times that the project has been attempted at the area close to the Sai Dan waterfall, 
and given the influx of army troops and construction materials, villagers reportedly are confident that this 
one will go ahead. 

Original plans for the plant date back to 1959, but any initial attempts at construction were thwarted by the 
murder of a Japanese construction worker by the then ruling Burmese Communist Party. 

According to Kim Weistrich, from the AASYC’s Anti-River Development Campaign, further forced 
relocation of Khami away from their land will means that “it is quite likely that a lot of the cultural heritage 
will be lost”. 

Concerns about locals being forced to help build the plant stem from the construction last year of the 
nearby Zee Chaung dam on the Kaladan river, which reportedly involved the use of 150 unpaid labourers 
per day, including children. 

“We strongly expect that to happen with the Sai Dan plant as well” Kim Wiestrich said. 

Cases of forced labour and other such human rights abuses are commonly documented during 
construction projects in Burma. 

International watchdogs monitoring the development of a gas pipeline to China, which will begin its 
course in Arakan state, say that intense militarization along the pipeline contribute to cases of forced 
labour and land confiscation.  

"Overall, I think there's a consistent pattern that local people are not regarded as stakeholders in these 
projects, they are regarded as obstacles,” said Matthew Smith of advocacy group EarthRights 
International (ERI). 

“For other projects, there seems to be a consistent pattern; the military moves in and there is forced 
labour, forced relocation, land confiscation, no compensation, and local villages lose their land.”  

It is rumoured that the Burmese military has also banned the use of bamboo in forests surrounding the 
Sai Dan waterfall which local villagers are dependent on. 

“It’s particularly dangerous at this time of year because it’s the rainy season” said AASCY, relating to the 
use of bamboo by locals to support their homes during heavy rains.  

The military has apparently claimed that the power produced will be used in Arakan state, although there 
are doubts to whether this is true.  

"There are definitely reasons to be concerned, especially when we're talking about revenues which are 
generated from the people's natural resources," said Smith. 

Kim Wiestrich said it was “quite likely” that the majority of the income will be used for military means.  

Reporting by Daniella Nayu  

-------------------- 

Mon State dam floods nearby paddy fields.  
IMNA - 25 June 2009 

Mon Son  

After heavy rains, rice paddies flooded by a dam runoff have yet to be replanted. Many paddy farmers are 
suffering as the season progresses and they are unable to replant their fields. 

About 200 acres of rice paddy fields are flooded with water from the Winphanon dam project in Mudon 
township, Mon state. The flooding has come after particularly heavy rains in the area. 

“About 200 acres of paddy field can’t be replanted with seedlings since the heavy rain. We are out of time 
now to transplant the paddies. We are trying to make the water drain away so we can weed out the grip 
grass in our paddy field, so we can grow more seedling plants,“ said a farmer from Doe mar village, 
Mudon Township. 

http://www.monnews-imna.com/newsupdate.php?ID=1460


Since the recent heavy rain, paddy fields near the Winpano dam in Mudon township, have been 
destroyed in Kalort-tort, Taungpa, Doe-mar, and Kwan-ka-bue villages. Fields were flooded by spill water 
from the dam, which is located up river from the villages and their fields. 

Early on in the month heavy rain hit Mudon township destroying famers rice seedling plants which had 
already begun to grow. 

“We only can grow our plants in 1 acre out of 8. Paddy fields from other townships have been 
transplanted for growing. Now we have to restart planting. We lose money and time. If we transplant our 
seedlings late in the season it will be difficult when we cultivate the rice." 

After the government built Winphannon dam in 2001, the main river that flowed out to sea was blocked. 
The government authorities dug a trench to act as an alternative runoff for overflow water. But because 
the trench is unfinished the overflow water has not been able to runoff in the rainy season and instead 
flows into paddy fields and lower land village. 

According to several Taungpa villagers, the Burmese authorities grow their own summer paddies in the 
villagers’ paddy fields around the Winphanon dam. The Burmese authorities use water from the dam in 
summer. But, according to local villagers, the workers for the authorities are inexperienced, and cultivate 
the crop in such a way that a lot of grass ends up growing in the paddy fields. So when the rainy season 
arrives, farmers find their fields destroyed and have to take time pulling out the grass. 

“When it rains heavily the water floods our villages and we can’t go anywhere,” a villager who lives near 
the dam said. “Before the Winphannon Dam project was done, we didn’t face this kind of situation.” 

-------------------- 

KIO wants KIA to be "State Security Force"  
Kachin News Group - 25 June 2009 

The Kachin Independence Organization (KIO), one of strongest ethnic ceasefire groups in military-ruled 
Burma would rather transform its armed-wing to a "State Security Force" rather than a "Border Guard 
Force" it has told the junta, said KIO sources. 

The KIO has officially informed the junta of its willingness to transform the Kachin Independence Army 
(KIA) to a “State Security Force” (SSF) instead of the junta’s proposal that it be changed to a battalion of 
a "Border Guard Force" when the two sides met at Mali Hka Center in the junta's Northern Command 
headquarters in Kachin State's capital Myitkyina on June 21 (Sunday), said KIO leaders. 

The KIO delegates were led by Vice-president No. 1 Lt-Gen Gauri Zau Seng at the meeting while the 
junta was led by Brig-Gen Soe Win, the Commander of the Northern Command (Ma Pa Kha), added KIO 
sources. 

The KIA, the armed-wing of KIO, is currently based in Kachin State and in Northeast Shan State. There 
are four brigades and five army divisions in Kachin State and one brigade in Northeast Shan State with 
over 20,000 men and women in both KIO and KIA, insiders said. 

The junta has responded to the SSF proposal of the KIO by despatching more Burmese Army troops 
secretly to Kachin State and the border between Kachin State and Shan State on the orders of Lt-Gen Ye 
Myint, Chief of Military Affairs Security (Sa Ya Pha) of the junta, according to local sources, who are 
reliable. 

Fresh batches of Burmese troops are being sent to Kachin State as standby for a possible civil war with 
the KIA, said sources close to Burmese troops. 

The KIA, however, will not start a war with the ruling junta but it has ordered its soldiers to standby in the 
event of a war which will basically be defensive in nature, according to sources in the KIO/A headquarters 
Laiza on the Sino-Burma border in Kachin State. 

Local political and military analysts believe that the palpable tension between the KIO and the junta may 
lead to a resumption of civil war but that may happen after the next year's general elections proposed by 
the junta. 

http://bnionline.net/news/kng/6570-kio-wants-kia-to-be-qstate-security-forceq.html


The KIO/A signed a ceasefire agreement with the junta on February 24, 1994 and it supported the junta-
conducted National Convention (NC) for drafting the country's new constitution and referendum on the 
new constitution against the wishes of the Kachin people. 

-------------------- 

85 Percent of Chins in Debt   
Irrawaddy – 25 June 2009  

By Lawi Weng  

Eighty-five percent of people in Chin State are in debt to local moneylenders after taking loans to buy 
food, according to an officer with the World Food Program (WFP) in Rangoon.  

Speaking to The Irrawaddy on Thursday, WFP officer Siddharth Krishnaswamy said, “The Chins are 
constantly facing food insecurity. They are unable to pay for food, health and education as they have to 
pay off their debts.” 

Based on data collected by the WFP in May from seven townships in Chin State, villagers in the areas of 
Htantlang, Tiddim and Tonzang are the worst affected, a WFP report said. 

The report said that a decline in agriculture had led to a lack of food and employment in Chin State. 

Joseph Win Hlaing Oo, a director of the Country Agency for Rural Development (CAD), a 
nongovernmental organization based in Rangoon, said that people in Chin State generally worked for six 
months, but then only had enough money for three months’ food. 

He said the crisis had been caused by an infestation of rats followed by a drought in the area. 

The CAD has initiated a “Food for Work” project in three townships: Haka, Lantalang and Matupi. The 
project encourages the communities to build roads and restore agriculture. 

He said that the project could only help 30,000 people and there were an estimated 200,000 people in the 
three townships.  

The Burmese military government put a ban on aid to the Chin, instead insisting that development work 
had to be undertaken in return for food.  

“The people are not very happy because they only get food as a reward for their work,” said Joseph Win 
Hlaing Oo. “But they also need money for health and education.”  

Van Lian Thang, a representative of the Chin Union Council, said that in Matupi Township there are many 
people who struggle through the day without enough food.  

He said he expected more people to be affected with food insecurity during the rainy season because of 
the difficulties connected with traveling to the Indian border to buy supplies.  

The group has accused the Burmese authorities of banning ethnic Chin people from receiving food 
supplies donated by Burmese in foreign countries. 

A report by the WFP said 75 percent of the crops in the area had been destroyed by rats and 30 percent 
of the villagers surveyed had been forced to abandon their fields. 

The rat infestation began in December 2007 in Chin State, causing hundreds of Chin families to flee to 
the Indian border where they sought to enter the country illegally to find work. 

According to a Mizoram-based Chin relief group, the Chin Famine Emergency Relief Committee, about 
100,000 of the 500,000 people in Chin State have experienced food shortages. It said that many people 
were surviving on boiled rice, fruit and vegetables. 

At an average altitude of 4,000 feet (1,250 meters), Chin State is mountainous and isolated. The main 
livelihood of people is agriculture—mainly rice paddy—which is performed on a shifting cultivation or 
“slash and burn farming” basis.  

Experts have said that a famine occurs about every 50 years in Chin State when the flowering of a native 
species of bamboo gives rise to an explosion in the rat population, which feed on the plant. 

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16187


-------------------- 

Burmese Army tortures Karenni locals after clash wi th Wa  
Kantarawaddy Times - 25 June 2009  

Report by Par Reh     

Five villagers, including a secretary of a village, were arrested and tortured by the Burmese Army. The 
arrests and the torture followed a clash between 'Wa' and Burmese Army troops. The five villagers are 
from Lyar Du Chay village in Shardaw Township, Karenni state, said a local who escaped from Burmese 
Army clutches. 

A number of Burmese Army soldiers were killed and their weapons seized in a clash in Shan state last 
month. After the battle near the border of Shan and Karenni state, the Burmese Army arrested the 
villagers. 

Ngar Reh (35), secretary of the village, Sawh Reh (30), Pel Reh (20), Tar Reh (22), Kyel Reh (45) and 
Boo Reh (25) were the ones arrested. Among them, Boo Reh escaped. According to Boo Reh, they were 
interrogated about the weapons and beaten up. They were tied up and kept in the jungle for two nights. 

A Karenni Army officer at the frontline said that the "seized weapons were hidden in the village. The 
weapons were given to the villagers. A villager surrendered to the Burmese Army and came back to the 
village to pick up the weapons. When he told the Burmese Army about the weapons, the villagers were 
arrested." 

An army company led by battalion commander Ye Htun of LIB 421 (Light Infantry Battalion 421) came 
back to the village and searched each house. The soldiers carried away things from the houses, said Boo 
Reh. 

The troops discovered two guns, which were hidden by the PNLO (Pa-O National Liberation 
Organization), near the village. The detained villagers were brought to Mauk Mae Township in Shan 
state, he added. 

The village has about 20 houses with 70 people. Villagers are afraid to live in their village and flee to 
other villages because of the army threatening and torturing them, said the Karenni Army officer. 

The Burmese Army LIB 421 is based in Phel Khon town in Shan State. The battalion is under military 
operation command 7 (MOC 7). 

-------------------- 

Mon splinter group leader courts abbots for 2010 el ection support  
IMNA - 25 June 2009,  

Kon Hadae, 

The leader of a Mon splinter group, who is a monk, is attempting to organize abbots from Mon state to 
join his party in a bid for the 2010 election. 

The leader of the Mon Peace and Defense Front (MPDF), Nai Aung Naing, who was a one time officer of 
the New Mon State Party (NMSP), but now a monk, is organizing Senior Monks in Mon state to join the 
MPDF to support him in the coming 2010 election. 

If he participates in the coming 2010 election, the Mon nation and all Mon political parties will be able to 
remain peaceful. That is the reason he has given for his group choosing to participate in coming election, 
according to source close to an abbot from Mudon township, that had spoke with the MPDF leader. Nai 
Aung Naing suggested that the abbot should do like him, because he himself is a monk now, and be part 
of the 2010 election. 

Nai Aung Naing is a former major general in the NMSP, and was second in command of the parties 
armed wing, the Mon National Liberation Army (MNLA), which he split from in 2008 to form a new group 
called the Mon Peace and Defense Front. In 2009 after Nai Aung Naing formed the new group, he joined 
the monkhood, and has remained there, living at the Thanphyuzayet Monastery in Mon state. 

http://bnionline.net/news/kantarawaddy/6568-burmese-army-tortures-karenni-locals-after-clash-with-wa.html
http://www.monnews-imna.com/newsupdate.php?ID=1459


“As for me, for sure I will participate in election. If I win the election all Mon people and Mon political 
parties can remain peaceful,” Nai Aung Naing said to an abbot, according to a monk at the monastery. 

The abbot did not accept what Nai Aung Naing said, but the abbot did not say directly that he would not 
accept Nai Aung Naing’s proposal. “I am concerned that the Mon people and other Mon political parties 
will have to leave from this country if you win the election and you become a representative of Mon state,” 
a monk related to IMNA what he had heard an abbot say. 

Nai Aung Naing is traveling monastery by monastery attempting to organize the abbots from these 
monasteries to join his party to participate in coming 2010 election. 

According to an eyewitness from Mudon Township, not only is Nai Aung Niang trying to organization 
monastery abbots, but also his men in the MPDF are traveling to monasteries in Mon State to try and 
organize abbots to join their party. According to an NMSP officer, the Nai Aung Naing group, MPDF, only 
has ten men. 

“I do not think your group is working for our Mon nation. If you really worked for our nation you will not do 
like that [participate in election],” a resident from Thanpyuzayet told IMNA he had heard from abbot from 
Thanphyuzatet said to Nai Aung Naing’s men. 

According to an abbot from Mudon township, most abbots in Mon state do not like the Nai Aung Nain 
group and did not accept when Nai Aung Nai told them to join his party in the coming 2010 election. 

The abbot also added that there are fewer Mon people than Burmese people in Nai Aung Naing’s MPDF. 
He believes these people are not going to work for the Mon nation, and that they will instead just think 
about themselves. 

No concrete information has yet been announced about when or how the election will occur, other then 
the 2010 date. Few potential participants have announced whether they will be joining the election. Most 
appear to be waiting till additional information is provided. 

-------------------- 

Opinion & Analysis  

UN should help govt push Burmese reconciliation - B y: Achara Ashayagachat  
Bangkok Post – 26 June 2009 

More than 3,000 Karen, mostly women and children, have fled from Burma into Thailand to escape heavy 
fighting since June 2. 

The influx is creating problems for Thailand which, as Burma's neighbour and chairman of the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations, is justified in wanting a say on how well the junta's national reconciliation 
plan is going. 

In the past 24 years, more than 150,000 displaced persons, mostly members of ethnic groups, have fled 
from Burma into Thailand, which provides shelter for the Burmese at nine camps along the 2,400km 
border. 

The army has also extended shelter to the most recent 3,000 Karen arrivals, and non-governmental 
organisations are providing basic humanitarian assistance. 

However, the government has yet to say unequivocally how it will deal with the security problem at the 
border. 

Security agencies are reluctant to allow international organisations a bigger say in dealing with displaced 
people, although they would be happy if third countries could offer the Burmese migrants a home. 

But that is not a sustainable solution as long as the cause of the problem goes unaddressed. 

Burma bridles when outsiders "interfere" in matters which it regards as domestic concerns. At times like 
these, Thailand also looks to the United Nations for a lead in addressing Burma's internal worries. 

http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/local/19138/un-should-help-govt-pushburmese-reconciliation


The UN secretary-general's special envoy on Burma, Ibrahim Gambari, is scheduled to arrive in Burma 
again today for a one-day visit. While there, he should raise the problem of refugees sheltering on Thai 
soil. 

As Asean chairman, Thailand has called on the UN to intervene in Burma's national reconciliation efforts. 
As Burma makes slow progress, patience is wearing thin. Blame for inaction should not be pinned on 
Asean alone. The UN should also take some responsibility. 

Mr Gambari, on his eighth visit to Burma, will hopefully obtain at least one concession. That is to secure a 
guarantee from the junta that it will receive UN secretary-general Ban Ki-moon early next month. 

Mr Ban is visiting Japan from June 30 to July 2 and a trip to Burma could be added to the itinerary, said 
UN undersecretary-general on public information Kiyo Akasaka. 

Mr Ban, he said, might not be seen as powerful or convincing in the eyes of the media in dealing with the 
Burmese government.  

"However, he does carry weight, and strength," Mr Akasaka said. It is quiet diplomacy that counted and 
Mr Ban has negotiated with the Burmese leader - but not in an unpleasant way as many people seem to 
expect. "Burma is aware of Ban Ki-moon's stance.  

He wants to return to the country to discuss matters beyond what was set down - talks on relief efforts for 
last year's Cyclone Nargis," he said. 

-------------------- 

Why Burma May Be North Korea's Best Friend - By Ish aan Tharoor  
Time – 26 June 2009 

North Korea is great at scaring its neighbors. The isolated dictatorship carries a real nuclear threat, and 
tested its latest device this May in an underground bunker. Tensions in East Asia heightened this week 
after Pyongyang threatened "a fire shower of nuclear retaliation" if the U.S. or its allies in the region 
attempted any provocative action when trying to curb North Korea's missile program. Even those with 
historically warmer ties to the pariah state, such as Russia and China, have bristled at Pyongyang's latest 
moves. Still, North Korea may not be without friends. 

Reports this week reminded the world of a fitting — if slightly bewildering — relationship: a decrepit and 
slow North Korean cargo ship, reportedly laden with arms, is on its way to Burma, a country ruled by a 
similarly obstinate and oppressive military junta. A watchful U.S. missile destroyer is following, close on its 
heels. (Read "Time to Face Facts on Our North Korea Ignorance.") 

From most accounts, the Kang Nam 1 is a rusty old freighter, inching along at a paltry 10 knots an hour. 
By Thursday, it was believed to be chugging through Chinese or Taiwanese waters, having left the North 
Korean port of Nampo a week ago, and headed, according to the South Korean press, to the Burmese 
port of Thilawa. Its cargo is unknown; Burma's state newspaper claims authorities expect the arrival of a 
"rice-bearing" North Korean vessel, though most news reports suspect the Kang Nam 1 bears a load of 
small arms and other conventional weapons. North Korea, whose people have lived on the verge of 
famine for decades, is not a known food exporter. 

What it does export is invariably shrouded in mystery. Pyongyang exists frozen outside the global 
economy and raises funds through a host of backdoor activities, including the manufacture of counterfeit 
money and dissemination of its military secrets and technological capabilities to a whole network of 
dubious customers. As a consequence of Pyongyang's recent bellicose behavior, a new U.N. resolution 
passed this June forbids the country from exporting arms and authorizes member states to search North 
Korean vessels suspected to be carrying them, though they must first seek Pyongyang's legal consent — 
effectively, a non-starter. Nevertheless, the U.S.S. John McCain, an Aegis class destroyer, has been 
tailing the freighter and will be replaced now by the U.S.S. McCampbell as the Kang Nam 1 nears the 
Straits of Malacca and Singapore, perhaps the world's biggest maritime pit stop. The city-state's 
government says it will act "appropriately" should the vessel call at its port with illegal materials on board. 
According to South Korean press, the Kang Nam 1 will need to refuel soon. (See pictures of North 
Korea's rubber-stamp elections.) 

http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1907343,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1902024,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1883771,00.html


North Korean links with Burma range far beyond small firearms — indeed, ties between the two outcast 
nations are literally deep. North Korean engineers reportedly aided the Burma's junta in building a vast 
series of 600 to 800 tunnel complexes and underground facilities, particularly beneath the junta's 
secretive new capital of Naypyidaw. Photographs leaked earlier this month to YaleGlobal, an international 
affairs website, show North Korean technicians milling around guest houses in the capital. Others 
published by the Oslo-based Democratic Voice of Burma, an anti-government television channel, detail 
the extent of some of these complexes, which have independent power supplies, built-in ventilation 
systems, and are reportedly large enough to allow large vehicles to drive through them. The projects have 
been nicknamed "tortoise shells" by the government — the often brutally repressive regime intends to use 
North Korea's subterranean savvy to man a network of underground command centers, linked with fiber-
optic cable, that can rule Burma in times of emergency and quash any civilian uprising. 

The Burmese and North Koreans were not always this close. In 1983, North Korean agents bombed a 
South Korean delegation visiting a monument in Rangoon. More than 20 people died and Burma severed 
relations with Pyongyang. But the two nations held secret talks during the 1990s and restored formal ties 
in 2007. Soon thereafter, North Korean vessels started docking at Burmese ports, reportedly unloading 
heavy equipment and weapons parts. It is suspected that resource-rich Burma sends minerals, rubber 
and foodstuffs to North Korea in return for such assistance. 

A tense standoff between U.S. ships and the Kang Nam 1 would hardly upset Pyongyang; the Burmese 
junta has proven to be wholly insensitive to criticism and protest from the outside world. Watchers of both 
isolated states see a joint circling of wagons in the face of a hostile international community. With many 
policy makers already tearing at their hair over North Korea's nuclear intransigence, it's a state of affairs 
that can only deepen global concern. 

-------------------- 

CONTRIBUTOR: Burma Seeks to Join ‘Axis of Evil’ - B y Htet Aung   
Irrawaddy – 25 June 2009  

A 2008 document leaked from Burma’s Foreign Ministry indicates that the junta has attempted to create 
an offensive in its diplomatic battle with the United States and its allies by forming an alliance with the 
Islamic Republic of Iran.  

The leaked document was obtained recently by The Irrawaddy. It is written in Burmese and is categorized 
as “secret.”  It was submitted to the cabinet on August 12, 2008, and outlines the details of Foreign 
Minister Nyan Win’s talks during the 15th Ministerial Conference of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) 
held in Tehran, the capital of Iran, on July 27-30, 2008. 

According to the document, Nyan Win visited the Iranian Foreign Ministry to meet Foreign Minister 
Manouchehr Mottaki on the sidelines of the conference, where he requested that Iran support Burma in 
its fight against the Western powers. 

“In the Asean Regional Forum held last week, the US and its allies criticized us,” Nyan Win reportedly told 
Mottaki. “The US, Britain, France and their Western allies always try to sabotage our country. 

“The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) discussed the Burma issue on July 24 [2008], but we are 
lucky because our friend Vietnam is chairperson of the council [for that month] and we requested 
Vietnam’s foreign minister to stand on our side,” explained Nyan Win. “Vietnam did as requested and now 
I would like to request you to stand on our side as Asean always does.” 

The Burmese Foreign Ministry delegation was accompanied by Ambassador Kyi Thein and his First 
Secretary Aung Kyaw Moe who are heads of the Burmese Embassy to India as well as its mission to Iran. 

In exchange for Iran’s diplomatic support for Burma, Nyan Win reportedly offered Iran its official support in 
Iran’s ongoing dispute with the UNSC regarding the Islamic republic’s nuclear program.  

“We therefore support the view that every state has the right to use nuclear energy for peaceful purposes 
in accordance with the NPT (Non-Proliferation Treaty) and under the strict supervision of the IAEA’s 
(International Atomic Energy Agency’s) safeguards,” said Nyan Win in his policy statement to the 
conference on July 29, 2008. 

http://www.irrawaddy.org/opinion_story.php?art_id=16181


On the same day, Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad called for developing nations to unite in the 
fight against the bias of the UNSC, which “only serves the big powers’ interests,” reported Burmese state-
run The New Light of Myanmar on July 30. 

The NAM document was leaked at a time when the Burmese junta’s nuclear ambitions have reemerged 
in the news headlines in association with its rapidly growing military relationship with North Korea.  

A recent report by Swedish journalist Bertil Lintner on Yale Global online detailed the junta’s massive 
military project in secretly building a network of underground tunnels with the help of North Korean 
technicians. However, the report did not identify whether these tunnel projects were related to the 
Burmese generals’ nuclear ambitions. 

The Irrawaddy also uncovered an extensive report on Gen Thura Shwe Man, the junta’s third most 
powerful man and chief of staff of the army, navy and air force, who signed an agreement with his North 
Korean counterpart to formalize military cooperation between Burma and North Korea. 

Burma’s move toward a relationship with North Korea and Iran would appear to underline a statement by 
former US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice in 2005 when she classified Burma, Iran and North 
Korea as being among countries that are “outposts of tyranny.”  

“To be sure, in our world, there remain outposts of tyranny, and America stands with oppressed people 
on every continent, in Cuba, and Burma, and North Korea, and Iran, and Belarus, and Zimbabwe,” said 
Rice in the US Senate session which questioned her foreign policy just before her official appointment as 
Secretary of the State in January 2005. 

According to the leaked document, another step by Nyan Win on the sidelines of the 2008 NAM 
conference was his search for support from Turkish Foreign Minister Ali Babacan at a time when Turkey 
was preparing to compete with Ireland and Austria for the two non-permanent seats at the UNSC for the 
2009–10 term. 

Ali Babacan reportedly requested Nyan Win to vote for Turkey at the meeting. The Burmese foreign 
minister reportedly responded by requesting that the Turkish minister stand on Burma’s side if the UNSC 
raised the Burma issue in exchange for Burma’s vote for Turkey’s seat at the UNSC.  

The two ministers apparently reached an agreement after Nyan Win promised the Turkish minister that he 
would instruct Burmese representatives at the UN in New York to vote for Turkey, according to the 
document. Turkey is now one of the UNSC’s non-permanent members. 

Step by step, the Burmese regime appears to be bracing itself against external threats. The network of 
underground tunnels at Naypyidaw is proof of this. However, in its attempts to lure Iran and North Korea 
into a pact, Burma is creating instability in the region and setting off alarm bells all over the world.  

The author is an independent researcher in International Development Studies at Chulalongkorn 
University in Bangkok. 

-------------------- 

Inside Burma: ‘They can’t tell what’s true anymore’  
The Guardian Weekly – 26 June 2009 

Fred Taino  is a Burmese-speaking human rights defender who regularly visits Burma. Following a recent 
trip to Burma's biggest city, Yangon, he describes the aftermath of Cyclone Nargis, how locals are fighting 
repression, human rights abuses and how tourists have deserted the country 

Yangon looks different after Nargis. About 70% of the big trees collapsed so the view of the city has 
changed; much more is revealed. The tragedy is remarkable for the fact that many either lost their entire 
families in the cyclone, or they lost no one. I haven’t come across anyone who just lost an uncle or 
grandfather because in the places that were hit nearly everyone was swept out to sea and drowned. I 
asked about one monastery I have stayed in and was told that two of the monks had lost relatives, and for 
both it was their entire extended families. One man's entire village was wiped off the map. 

The psychological damage of this is enormous but there doesn’t seem to be any attempt to come to terms 
with it at all on a national scale. The cyclone caused many business- or middle-class families from the 

http://www.guardianweekly.co.uk/?page=editorial&id=1141&catID=6
http://www.guardianweekly.co.uk/?page=editorial&id=1049&catID=4


damaged areas to move into the cities. This year those who can afford it have moved to Yangon for the 
rainy season. 

These days more mobile phones are being used and they’re just starting to introduce pre-paid cards, 
which will mean that access to people is a bit less restricted. But despite some differences – more 
overseas employment shops and more internet cafés – the living conditions remain stagnant. In the rainy 
season there’s pretty much no electricity from local grids (there’s no national grid) and almost every 
business has a generator running. Many households do without. There are huge problems with the water 
supply too; you only get water when the power comes on and in the dry season the pipes often dry out. 

It doesn’t look like imprisoning Aung San Suu Kyi is going to generate protests inside the country; she 
was barely discussed, not like the way she used to be. There is great respect and concern for the monks 
in jail from last year’s protests, but again, it rarely comes up. From the conversations I had and those I 
listened in on, people are much more concerned with the basics, like the cost of food and the fact that 
more products are turning up with toxins in them. People were contracting serious illnesses this spring 
from mouldy, dried chilli. 

In terms of the political situation the Burmese have an expression – hpyit thaloe nay – it basically means: 
“You just have to live with it.” People ask why should they spend their time and energy thinking about 
something when they can’t tell what’s true anymore? After fifty years this is how they survive 
psychologically. 

Aung San Suu Kyi embodied expectations for change, but by systematically destroying her party and 
locking her away, the regime has managed to bring them down. It may still be there, deep inside people, 
but now it’s like a sadness more than anything else. 

In internet cafés the computers have proxy programs to beat the censors and almost all staff members 
have numbers committed to memory. I went to one café and found that Yahoo was blocked but the 
attendant was able to help me access it pretty quickly by trying a few different proxy addresses. Those 
people know an incredible amount about the technology out there out of necessity. But they probably 
wouldn’t help me access a controversial site, such as Human Rights Watch, and I thought it dangerous to 
try. Most users wouldn’t think to anyway; they are like net café customers everywhere: 15 to 20 year olds 
playing computer games and downloading rock music from South Korea. The consequences of anything 
else have been made all too clear to them. 

Still, the technological capabilities of the police force are limited, often in a ridiculous way. Police reports 
tend to be vague about exactly what they find in a supposed dissident’s possession. If a hard drive is 
recovered, the contents are not usually mentioned; this is because they don’t know what they’re dealing 
with, and because they don’t need to detail anything for a charge to be made. 

It’s still a surveillance culture in the sense of insulation. People watch what one another are doing. 

The economy has just stalled. The current figure on tourism is a quarter of a million people, and most of 
those are from neighbouring countries. Only 90,000 came from further afield on tourist visas this financial 
year. For a country of this size and compared to the expectations they had in the nineties, it’s very low – 
they were talking about half a million then, and this year projecting millions. There were five-star hotels 
built and never completed in Yangon. Some are concrete shells and some have been converted into 
private hospitals, which is pretty much the only boom area, and it's thanks to Chinese and South Korean 
expat business travellers. 

But there’s no other new development. All state funds were poured into this new national capital of 
ostentatious buildings and highways with no cars on them. The one from the Yangon airport to 
Naypyidaw is about to be officially opened. One driver I talked to said he’d never seen a road like it in his 
life. 

The private news journals can’t say anything about the economic downturn directly, though you can 
sometimes read between the lines. Instead they give regular announcements of new committees being 
formed to solve every problem under the sun. 

On the plane out I sat next to a consultant dealing with the mortality rates of pregnant women, who told 
me that not only is Burma the worst place for this in South East Asia, but it doesn’t even come close to 



somewhere like Cambodia. The statistics are similar she says – about three to four hundred deaths per 
100,000 births in both countries – yet though she thinks this is true in Cambodia the anecdotal evidence 
in Burma says otherwise. In interviews in Cambodian villages she’ll hear of maybe one woman who died 
in childbirth in a year, in one village in Burma there were 14. 

Tourists are free to travel to most places except those frontier areas under ceasefire arrangements such 
as parts of the Shan State, or economically sensitive areas like the ruby mines. Wherever you go outside 
of the main tourist areas though, be expected to be questioned by officials – usually three or four 
representing different government agencies. They don’t seem to trust each other. 

Fred Taino was interviewed by journalist Jo Baker 

-------------------- 

News – Aung San Suu Kyi 

Authorities hold rare press briefing   
Mizzima - 25 June 2009  

New Delhi - Burmese authorities are today holding a rare press briefing for journalists and diplomats 
concerning the case of John William Yettaw, an American currently standing trial for sneaking into pro-
democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi’s home in early May. 

The press conference is being held at the Drug Elimination Museum in Rangoon’s Kamayut Township. In 
attendance are reporters for both local and international media outlets along with several foreign 
diplomats. 

Mizzima will report on the details of the briefing, currently in process, as information becomes available. 

-------------------- 

High Court hears Aung San Suu Kyi’s lawyers' argume nts   
Mizzima - 24 June 2009 

New Delhi - Burma’s High Court on Wednesday heard defense arguments for allowing two more 
witnesses in the controversial trial against pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi, but did not make any 
ruling on the matter. 

Nyan Win, a member of Aung San Suu Kyi’s legal team, said the defense team argued it is in accordance 
with the law to allow the remaining two witnesses – Tin Oo, Vice-Chairman of the National League for 
Democracy (NLD), and Win Tin, a veteran journalist and Central Executive Committee member of the 
NLD. 

“The High Court doesn’t make immediate decisions and will take some time before announcing their 
decision. And we don’t know when that announcement will be,” Nyan Win said. 

However, Nyan Win added that the High Court judges told them it might be impossible to accept Tin Oo 
as a witness as he is currently under house arrest. 

The judges further explained, according to Nyan Win, that as Win Tin has given several interviews to the 
exile-based Democratic Voice of Burma, BBC and Radio Free Asia, in which he demonstrated a distinct 
difference of opinion to that of the authorities, he may not qualify either. 

But Kyi Win, Aung San Suu Kyi's primary lawyer, said the law prescribes that in finding the truth even 
criminals serving a death sentence can be brought as witnesses. 

“My instinct told me that this will be the kind of excuse they would use to reject Tin Oo. But the law 
permits the accused to call anybody as a witness, as long as the witness has relevance,” Kyi Win said. 

He added that during his experience as a lawyer he has seen judges order a commission be sent to 
prisons to hear the testimony of prisoners claimed as witnesses for the accused.  

With regard to the judges' complaint concerning Win Tin, Kyi Win elaborated that everybody has the right 
to have their own opinion and having a different opinion to the government is not a crime. 

http://www.mizzima.com/news/breaking-and-news-brief/2355-authorities-hold-rare-press-briefing.html
http://www.mizzima.com/news/inside-burma/2352-high-court-hears-aung-san-suu-kyis-lawyers-arguments.html


“What we are fighting is for equal representation in front of the court and since the lower court [at Insein 
prison] has not mentioned any reasons for rejecting the defense witnesses, it is against the law [to 
exclude the candidates],” he added. 

The Insein prison court where Aung San Suu Kyi is facing trial originally scheduled the hearing of the 
second defense witness– Khin Moh Moh – for Friday. But Kyi Win said there would be no hearing until the 
High Court makes the decision on whether to allow more witnesses. 

The Burmese Nobel Peace Laureate, who has been under some form of detention for more than 13 of the 
past 19 years,  is currently facing trial under charges of breaching her previous term of detention by 
‘harboring’ an American man for two days at her lakeside home in early May. 

Observers and opposition elements believe the trial, which could see Aung San Suu Kyi sentenced to up 
to five years of further imprisonment if found guilty, is a pretext to continue detaining her in order to further 
clear the way for the junta’s planned 2010 general election – the country's first since the military annulled 
a 1990 ballot, which saw the NLD emerge the clear winner. 

-------------------- 

Police patrol Rangoon, security tightened near Inse in prison   
Mizzima - 24 June 2009 

by Myint Maung     

New Delhi – There is heightened security in Rangoon with at least 30 army trucks with uniformed riot 
police personnel, patrolling the city on Wednesday. 

The army trucks are each carrying at least 20 policemen and are patrolling various townships of 
Rangoon, eyewitnesses said. 

“We can see about 30 to 40 army trucks carrying uniformed policemen patrolling the city. It looks like they 
are on high alert. They also have machine guns mounted on the trucks. They came to our township at 
about 3 p.m. (local time),” an eyewitness from Insein Township told Mizzima. 

“Earlier, when they patrolled like they are doing now, the police would carry shields but today they had a 
policeman standing on the truck with a machine gun mounted on the hood,” he added. 

Another local resident said he had seen about three army trucks, full of riot police, patrolling downtown 
Rangoon near the City Hall, which is one of the busiest places in town. 

“They had the trucks covered with shields and had batons and guns in their hands,” he said. 

A source near the Insein prison told Mizzima that the riot police No. (8) have been relocated and 
repositioned near the Insein prison. 

Some of the townships, where eyewitnesses saw army trucks patrolling include San Chuang and Dagon 
South. 

The reason for the sudden tightening of security, however, remains unknown but some believe it could be 
because of the United Nations special envoy Ibrahim Gambari, who reportedly is planning to visit the 
country later this week. 

-------------------- 

Groups Fear Malaysia to Deport Burmese Protesters   
Irrawaddy – 24 June 2009 

By Julia Zappei / AP Writer 

KUALA LUMPUR — Malaysian authorities might deport up to 14 Burmese nationals who were arrested at 
a demonstration to mark jailed pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi's birthday, human rights activists 
said Wednesday. 

http://mizzima.com/news/inside-burma/2354-police-patrol-rangoon-security-tightened-near-insein-prison.html
http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16172


Police detained 16 Burmese nationals at a rally outside a Kuala Lumpur shopping mall Friday, but two of 
them were released after they were found to have valid immigration documents, said Latheefa Koya, a 
lawyer whose opposition party helped organize the demonstration. 

At least five face the threat of being sent back to Burma, Latheefa said. The other nine are registered by 
the United Nations' refugee agency as asylum seekers who fled their military-ruled country, so they might 
be allowed to remain in Malaysia, she added. 

Khalid Abu Bakar, police chief of central Selangor state, said officials were investigating whether the 
detainees were illegal immigrants. Some of them would be handed to immigration officials within two 
weeks, he said, but it was not clear when they might be deported. 

The New York-based Human Rights Watch urged Malaysia to free all the detainees, who joined the 
demonstration to protest Suu Kyi's detention in Burma, which is also known as Myanmar. 

"By detaining Burmese asylum seekers who were calling for democracy in their homeland, Malaysia was 
broadcasting support for Burma's despotic generals," the group's deputy Asia director, Elaine Pearson, 
said in a statement late Tuesday. 

The UN refugee agency has registered more than 48,000 refugees in Malaysia, most from Burma. But 
community leaders estimate the number of people from Burma living in Malaysia is about twice that. 

Those caught staying illegally face arrest and can be whipped as punishment before being deported. The 
government said recently that those who flee persecution in Burma and are registered as refugees are 
generally not deported. 

Concerts, candlelight vigils and other gatherings for Suu Kyi's 64th birthday were held in cities worldwide 
last week. She has spent more than 13 of the past 19 years in detention without trial, mostly under house 
arrest. 

Suu Kyi is being held in Rangoon's Insein Prison while being tried for violating the terms of her house 
arrest when an uninvited American man swam secretly to her closely guarded lakeside home last month 
and stayed two days. If convicted, she faces up to five years in prison. 

-------------------- 

News - Other 

Gambari Sets Out for Burma   
Irrawaddy – 25 June 2009  

By Lalit K Jha / Washington 

UN Special Envoy Ibrahim Gambari left New York for Burma on Wednesday for talks with the Burmese 
regime and to prepare the ground for a possible visit by UN Secretary- General Ban Ki-moon early next 
month. 

However, UN officials made no formal statement on Gambari’s trip or the possibility of a visit by Ban, 
apparently fearful the Burmese regime could still cancel the invitation it has issued to the UN chief. 

Informed sources told The Irrawaddy much depends on Gambari’s talks with the junta as to whether and 
when Ban visits Burma. Officials say Ban is keen to visit Burma as soon as possible and attempt to 
persuade junta leader Snr-Gen Than Shwe to release Aung San Suu Kyi and take steps towards 
establishing democracy. 

Ban told the Associated Press on Tuesday that he was looking at the "appropriate timing" for a visit. 

"I'm concerned about what (the) Myanmar [Burmese] government has done against Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi," Ban told AP. "I have strongly urged them to drop all the charges against her and release all the 
political prisoners, including Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. 

"She is and can be a very important partner for dialogue for the authorities of the Myanmar [Burma] 
government. Therefore, whenever I'm ready I'm going to visit and discuss this matter directly in person 
with Snr-Gen Than Shwe and other leaders.” 

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16180


Ban added: “"I'm now evaluating all the possible situations. I have not yet made my decision, but I may 
have to make (a) decision soon." 

-------------------- 

Myanmar says no information on tracked NKorean ship  
AFP – 24 June 2009 

YANGON — Myanmar's state media said Wednesday it was expecting the arrival of a rice-bearing North 
Korean ship but had no news about a vessel being tracked by a US Navy destroyer under new UN 
sanctions. 

The comments came after US officials said a North Korean ship, the Kang Nam 1, was the first to be 
monitored under a UN resolution designed to punish Pyongyang over a nuclear test and could be headed 
to Myanmar. 

Military-ruled Myanmar's government-controlled media said a separate cargo ship from North Korea 
carrying thousands of tonnes of grain was due to arrive from India at the end of the week. 

"It is learnt that the MV Dumangang cargo ship from DPRK (North Korea) will arrive in Myanmar about 
June 27 carrying 8,000 tonnes of rice from Kolkata, India," state media said. 

It said that foreign media had been "spreading reports these days that the Kang Nam cargo ship which 
left Nampo port, North Korea on June 17 was heading to Myanmar." 

No information was available regarding "this Kang Nam cargo ship" it added. 

A US defence official said on Monday that the Kang Nam 1 was being tracked by a US Navy destroyer 
under the UN sanctions adopted following this month's underground atomic test by North Korea and could 
be headed to Myanmar. 

The Aegis destroyer USS John S. McCain was continuing to shadow the cargo ship. 

South Korea's YTN television news channel, citing an unnamed intelligence source, reported on Sunday 
the Kang Nam 1 was suspected of carrying missiles or related parts and was heading for Myanmar via 
Singapore. 

The 2,000-tonne ship left the western North Korean port of Nampo on June 17, with Myanmar set as its 
final destination, YTN said. 

The US Defense Department said Thursday (Wednesday GMT) it was still being monitored but declined 
to say where it was, or if or when US Navy might ask to search it. 

"... That is a decision I think we will likely take collectively with our allies and partners out there and make 
a determination about whether we choose to hail and query this particular ship," press secretary Geoff 
Morrell told reporters. "And if we make that decision, when and where to do so." 

"But that is not a decision that's been made yet, and I don't get the sense that -- that it is imminent. So I 
would urge everybody just to take a deep breath and to not hyperventilate about this particular ship." 

Myanmar and hardline communist North Korea, both of which are severely criticised internationally for 
human rights abuses, restored diplomatic relations in 2007. 

Myanmar severed ties with Pyongyang in 1983 following a failed assassination attempt by North Korean 
agents on then-South Korean president Chun Doo-Hwan during his visit to the Southeast Asian nation. 

The bombing killed 17 of Chun's entourage including cabinet ministers while four Myanmar officials also 
died. 

Myanmar, ruled by the military since 1962, and North Korea have been branded "outposts of tyranny" by 
the United States, which imposes sanctions on both. 

-------------------- 

Burma Bans North Korea Ship News   
Irrawaddy – 24 June 2009 

http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jxKIhftQsL8ubxk04DEFx1JNi57w
http://www.irrawaddy.org/highlight.php?art_id=16177


By Aung Thet Wine  

Burma’s military-controlled censorship board has banned all journals and magazines from publishing 
news about a North Korean ship which will soon dock near Rangoon and is believed to be carrying arms 
for Burma. 

Weekly newspapers such as Weekly Eleven, 7 days, Yangon Times and The Voice have tried to translate 
and publish articles based on foreign media sources about the voyage of the cargo ship, which is being 
tracked by a United States destroyer. 

A Rangoon editor told The Irrawaddy, “Most journals tried to print something about the voyage of the 
North Korea ship, but the Burmese Censorship Board rejected all the stories.”  

In Burma, all news outlets inside the country fall under the strict surveillance of the state censorship board 
under the Ministry of Information—officially known as the Press Scrutiny and Registration Division—and 
are also held in check by various publication laws.  

Prior censorship is imposed on all local media and is strictly applied against any news that might cast the 
government in a bad light. 

The North Korean ship, Kang Nam 1, is believed to be carrying arms for the military government. It 
departed from the North Korean port of Nampo one week ago, and the USS John S. McCain destroyer 
has tracked it as it passed along the Chinese coast.  

Burmese citizens are relying on foreign-based radio stations for news of the cargo ship, sources said. 

A 40-year-old Rangoon resident said, “The BBC, VOA and other international broadcasting agencies air 
news about the ship. Most Burmese people are very interested in it because a US military vessel is 
involved.” 

According to a port official in Rangoon, the North Korean ship will dock at Thilawa port, some 20 miles 
(30 kilometers) south of Rangoon, in the next few days. 

The Kang Nam 1 docked at the port in 2004, at that time raising suspicions about the nature of its cargo. 
Speculation centered on convention arms, missiles or some type of nuclear weaponry. 

In 2007, two Burmese journalists working for the Japanese television news agency Nippon News Network 
(NNN) were arrested and detained for two nights and three days for covering the arrival of the Kang Nam 
1, which docked secretly at the Thilawa port, saying it was seeking refuge from a storm and in need of 
supplies. 

-------------------- 

Burma acts the bully on Thailand  
DVB - 24 June 2009 

Larry Jagan 

Relations between Thailand and Burma are set to deteriorate dramatically following Bangkok’s warning 
that the trial of Aung San Suu Kyi could all but destroy Burma’s already fragile credibility.  

Thailand’s current position on Burma is stronger than usual, bolstered by concerns that Burma’s 
behaviour, by implication, would also impact on the credibility of the regional Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) bloc. The junta of course dismisses these concerns, citing the ASEAN mantra of 
non-interference in its defense. But this time Burma’s political games are certain to be met with more 
pressure from its Asian allies and neighbours, especially Thailand. 

The vexed issue of Burma is high on the agenda of Thai prime minister Abhisit Vejjajiva’s current visit to 
Beijing. He will certainly discuss the issue with his counterpart, Wen Jiabao, and the Chinese president, 
Hu Jintao, according to Thai government officials. The junta’s antics are all the more pressing now with 
detailed information emerging on the regime’s connection to Pyongyang; and now the North Korean ship 
en route to Rangoon has increased the temperature. 

http://english.dvb.no/news.php?id=2655


Apart from North Korean missiles and possible nuclear technology, there is much for Bangkok and Beijing 
to discuss during this trip. A key issue will also be the preparations for the ASEAN Foreign Ministers 
retreat in Phuket, and the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) where the problems in Burma will also 
overshadow other important issues at time when the region is reeling from the effects of the international 
financial crisis and credit crunch. 

A statement prepared for the meeting by the Indonesians is likely to be endorsed by China. China 
understands that at present its best strategic position is to strongly support Thailand as the ASEAN chair, 
as later this year Vietnam takes over and Hanoi will be less inclined to engage the Chinese. 

Under the Thai chairmanship, ASEAN has begun to take a more aggressive position on Burma, and 
issued a strongly worded statement after Aung San Suu Kyi was put on trial last month. “With the eyes of 
the international community on Myanmar at present, the honour and the credibility of the Government of 
the Union of Myanmar are at stake,” the statement said.  

But the Thais went a step further and specifically raised the issue of the pro-democracy leader’s 
detention. “The Government of the Union of Myanmar is reminded that the ASEAN Leaders had called for 
the immediate release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi,” said the statement. This was a reference to the 
Chairman’s statement at the ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ ministerial meeting in Phnom Penh in July 2003, 
after she was attacked by pro-government thugs and detained in May that year. It was later endorsed by 
the ASEAN leaders at their summit on the Indonesian island of Bali in October.  

The Burmese government, as expected, reacted angrily. “Thailand’s statement is not in conformity with 
ASEAN practices, incorrect in facts, and interfering with the internal affairs of Myanmar,” was the official 
response.  

But behind the scenes, relations between the countries are in free-fall, according to diplomats based in 
Bangkok and Rangoon. “There is no doubt that the offensive against the Karen [along the border with 
Thailand] is in part intended to be a warning to Thailand not to interfere,” the Burmese academic based at 
Chiang Mai University, Win Min told DVB. 

While it may not be in direct response to the Thai statement, it is clearly aimed at sending a cautionary 
message to the Thai government that any interference in Burmese affairs will bring about a strong 
Burmese reaction. Gone is the conciliatory approach in discussions between the country’s two foreign 
ministers in April, when the Thai foreign minister, Kasit Piromya, went to Naypyidaw and was asked to 
help broker peace talks with the Karen National Union.  

Now Thailand is increasingly alarmed at Burma’s plans to acquire nuclear technology, including for 
military purposes. Recent revelations of the myriad of tunnels being built by North Korean engineers and 
workers in Naypyidaw and along the Thai border in Shan state, has given the Thai authorities a significant 
jolt. But even more disturbing is the news that North Korea may be about to provide Burma with medium-
range missiles, sophisticated anti-aircraft and radar systems, including surface-to-surface (SCUD) 
missiles with a 700 kilometer range, that can only be aimed at Thai territory. It is highly likely that the 
cargo of the North Korean Kang Nam ship includes missiles, according to South Korean intelligence 
sources.  

Thailand of course is still searching for a means to maintain the pressure on Burma, while trying to find 
ways to lessen the tension between the two countries. Thailand’s position on Aung San Suu Kyi, and the 
national reconciliation process, will not weaken, even under the Burmese blackmail threats.  

In a recent interview, the Thai prime minister made the government’s position clear: “Clearly our stance 
has been and will always be that the political process in Myanmar will have to be inclusive to gain the 
acceptability and respectability of the international community. Otherwise, obviously, Myanmar’s 
credibility and ASEAN’s credibility will be affected.” 

When the former Thai foreign minister, Surakiart Sathirathai, tried to support the Burmese regime’s plans 
for political reform – Khin Nyunt’s roadmap to democracy -- through his creation of the Bangkok process 
in 2003, he was roundly condemned by the junta’s top leaders. 

“We reject Thailand’s ‘mega-phone’ diplomacy”, the deputy leader of Burmese military intelligence, Major 
General Kyaw Win told me. This was a reference to the Thai foreign minister’s frequent briefing of Thai 



and foreign journalists on the progress of negotiations and talks – sometimes elaborating his views which 
were not always directly communicated to his counterpart beforehand. 

But of course the regime has no qualms about resorting to a megaphone approach when it suits them. Its 
latest tirade against the Thai government was an article by Kyaw Ye Min accusing the Thai authorities of 
aiding and abetting the insurgent movements – especially the Karen – by allowing refugee camps in 
Thailand.  

The junta was irritated by the Thai foreign minister’s suggestion that jailing Aung San Suu Kyi was in 
effect a threat to the region. “At present relations between the two countries are under [a] strain which is 
unprecedented in history,” said the writer in the state-mouthpiece New Light of Myanmar newspaper. He 
suggested the only way for harmonious relations to be reestablished was for Bangkok to “cooperate with 
us in genuine goodwill”. In other words, stop publicly criticising and pressuring Burma – something the 
Democrat-led government is unlikely to do.  

-------------------- 

Palpable tension between junta and ethnic armed gro ups   
Mizzima - 24 June 2009 

by Solomon     

New Delhi – The Burmese Army has significantly increased its military presence in northern and eastern 
Burma, where ethnic ceasefire armed groups are based, following their widespread rejection of the junta’s 
proposal to transform to a border guard force. 

An official of the United Wa State Army (UWSA) told Mizzima on Wednesday that they have witnessed 
the Burmese Army relocating more troops along with arms including mortars in bases near their controlled 
areas in eastern Shan State. 

“We have seen the Burmese Army moving in more troops, in what seems like a preparation for a war,” the 
official said. 

He told Mizzima that the junta is likely to mount more pressure on them after they rejected the proposal to 
transform their army into a ‘Border Guard’ force. 

“Changing our army’s name is not a problem but if we accept their proposal, we will lose our forces, so it’s 
not possible for us,” he said. 

In late April, the junta proposed to ceasefire armed groups to change their armies into a ‘Border Guard’, 
which will be supervised by the junta.  According to the junta’s plan, each battalion of the border guard 
will consist of 326 soldiers out of which 30 soldiers from the Burmese Army will be included. 

However, most of the ceasefire groups including the UWSA have reportedly rejected the junta’s proposal, 
triggering renewed tension between the Burmese Army and the rebels. 

But the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA), an ethnic Karen rebel group  which split from the 
mainstream Karen resistance army – the Karen National Union, have not rejected the junta’s proposal. 

“We do not anticipate war, nobody wants to fight, we are still open to talks with them [junta] but we need 
to defend ourselves, so now, we have alerted all our troops to be ready,” the official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, added. 

UWSA controls two special regions in northern Shan State, bordering China and eastern Shan state, 
bordering Thailand. 

Meanwhile, sources said, the Burmese junta has also increased its military presence in northern Burma’s 
Kachin State in areas controlled by the Kachin Independence Organization/Army (KIO/A). 

Awng Wa, an activist working inside Kachin state said, troops have been reinforced in the Burmese Army, 
based near the KIO’s main headquarter in the Sino-Burma border town of Laiza. 

“More soldiers have arrived in battalion 2 at Daw Hpum Myang [which is close to Laiza],” said Awng Wa. 

http://mizzima.com/news/inside-burma/2353-palpable-tension-between-junta-and-ethnic-armed-groups.html


He said the junta has reinforced the army battalions with more troops since they began proposing the 
transformation of the KIA into a border guard force. 

“It looks to me that a conflict might break out between the KIO and the Burmese Army anytime soon,” he 
added. 

An unconfirmed report received by Mizzima said, leaders of the KIO including Vice-President (1) of the 
KIO Lt-Gen Gauri Zau Seng, during a meeting with a Burmese junta official in Myitkyina of Kachin state 
last week, rejected the proposal. 

But when contacted by Mizzima, Gauri Zau Seng declined to clarify the matter and referred to the KIO’s 
spokesperson Colonel Gun Maw. But Col Gun Maw, however, could not be reached for comment. 

Sources said, the KIO has been holding meetings within the organisation to discuss the junta’s proposal 
and had formed a seven-member committee to deal with the issue and to negotiate with the junta. Lt-Gen 
Gauri Zau Seng is the leader of the team. 

As part of its preparation, KIO in turn has stepped up recruiting new cadres and has called back old 
comrades. They are also returning into the forests, sources said. 

Similarly, the Shan State Army-South (SSA-S), which has not signed a ceasefire agreement with the 
junta, said the Burmese Army has also been expanding its presence in eastern and northern Shan states. 

Major Long Sai of the SSA-S told Mizzima, that it is the fallout of rejecting the junta’s proposal by ethnic 
ceasefire groups and the military junta is likely to launch stronger military operations. 

“They [junta] are despatching more artillery battalions,” said Long Sai. “They always regarded us as their 
enemy but we are only fighting for our rights and freedom,” he added. 

“I want to call on all ceasefire groups to continue trying what we want and we all have the same goal,” 
said Long Sai. 

Since the beginning of June, the Burmese Army along with their allies - the Democratic Karen Buddhist 
Army (DKBA) – launched a military offensive against the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA), the 
armed wing of the KNU. 

In the operation, which forced thousands of Karen villagers to flee to Thailand, the joint forces of the 
Burmese Army and the DKBA overran the bases of KNLA’s 7th Brigade.   

But a Sino-Burma border based analyst Aung Kyaw Zaw told Mizzima that so far there is no sign to 
indicate that the junta will conduct a fresh military offensive against the ceasefire armed groups. Not until 
the junta completes its planned elections in 2010, he said. 

-------------------- 

Thai government urged not to repatriate Karen refug ees  
Mizzima - 24 June 2009 

by Usa Pichai     

Chiang Mai – The government of Thailand has been urged by Asian lawmakers and activists not to 
repatriate Karen refugees, who recently fled to Thailand in the wake of fighting along the border.  

Kraisak Chunhavan, chairman of the Asean Inter-Parliamentary Myanmar Caucus (AIPMC) expressed 
concern over the situation on the Thai-Burma border where the fighting between the Burmese Army and 
an ethnic armed group is on, resulting in several thousand Karen villagers fleeing for shelter on the Thai 
side. 

Kraisak insisted that the Thai government should provide humanitarian aid to these villagers and AIPMC 
will propose to the Thai government, as the current chairman of Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(Asean), to work with member countries to promote democracy and sustainable peace in Burma.  

“We are worried because the situation is still vulnerable. Many more refugees are coming to Thailand and 
we believe that the Thai government will not send these people back while the fighting continues because 
it is the principle of the Asean Charter to protect the rights of the people,” Kraisak said. 

http://mizzima.com/news/inside-burma/2351-thai-government-urged-not-to-repatriate-karen-refugees.html


On Monday, the Karen Women’s Organization (KWO) released a statement expressing concern over the 
current situation of repatriation of families who recently arrived in Thailand in Tha Song Yang of Tak 
Province.  

KWO said these women, if repatriated, will be vulnerable to abuses including sexual harassment and the 
children are already exhausted from running. Evidence of two Karen teenaged girls raped and killed is 
proof of a well founded fear of women being abused if they return. The group called on the international 
community to do whatever they can to stop possible repatriation by the Thai Army.  

The group said, the Thai government and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
should urgently chalk out a procedure to obtain proper consent from the villagers, over the possibility of 
returning to their villages or to ask if they want to take refuge in Thailand. They should not be forced back 
in keeping with respect for international law.  

"The Thai authorities should at least wait and observe the situation. Forcing back these people during the 
rainy season and to the place where they still have every reason to fear for their lives is inhuman and a 
violation of their rights," said Dah Eh Kler, the Secretary of KWO. "These people just fled to the border a 
few weeks ago from fear and fresh memories of attacks."  

Similarly, Action Network for Migrants, a network of migrant workers activists and organization also in a 
statement urged the Thai government and related organizations to reconsider the policy that will not 
register new refugees to live in refugee camps along the borders. The authorities should allow non 
government organizations to provide education for the new comers children, which is a basic human right. 

-------------------- 

Iconic Obama artist unveils Suu Kyi image  
AFP – 25 June 2009 

WASHINGTON — The artist behind the iconic image of Barack Obama above the word "HOPE" is now 
trying to do the same for Myanmar's democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi, who has been put on trial by 
the junta. 

Los Angeles artist Shepard Fairey depicted a beaming Aung San Suu Kyi with a dove above her heart on 
top of red rays of light. The phrase "FREEDOM TO LEAD" appears above. 

"I created this portrait of Aung San Suu Kyi to raise awareness of her ongoing house arrest and the 
oppressive nature of the military regime ruling Burma," Fairey said, using Myanmar's earlier name. 

Aung San Suu Kyi has spent 13 of the past 19 years in detention and is now being held in Yangon's 
notorious Insein Prison during her trial for a bizarre incident in which an American man swam to her 
home. 

The Nobel Peace laureate faces up to five years in prison if convicted. 

Prominent US human rights activist Jack Healey said he approached Fairey about making a portrait after 
seeing his role firing up young people to support Obama's presidential campaign last year. 

"I thought he could create an iconic image and do internationally for her what he did nationally for the 
campaign," said Healey, head of the Human Rights Action Center. 

"I'm interested in getting that youthful reaction. Few people know where Burma is, they don't know her 
name -- at best they say 'that lady,'" he said. 

Healey said he was fulfilling a promise to help Aung San Suu Kyi when he met her in 1999. 

"She is the living symbol in my mind of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. If she takes power, 
immediately torture disappears, 70,000 child soldiers disappear, the drug trade gets knocked off its feet 
for a while," he said. 

The inspirational portrait contrasts with some photographs of Aung San Suu Kyi to trickle out in recent 
years. The 64-year-old opposition leader has appeared sullen and frail in some meetings with UN envoy 
Ibrahim Gambari, who is returning to Myanmar this week. 

http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jy0qTdrzOUsURtXtmziXrpWghqzA


Fairey created a poster of Obama tinted in red, white and blue, with the future president staring into the 
sky above the word "HOPE." 

Fairey has since been engaged in a legal battle with the Associated Press news agency as he based his 
portrait on one of its photographs of Obama. 

-------------------- 

Cheering the Team, Burmese Style   
Irrawaddy – 24 June 2009  

By Saw Yan Naing  

Stadiums in Rangoon are not just places where Burmese football fans go to cheer their favorite teams.  At 
a recent match at Rangoon’s Aung San Stadium several thousand fans were shouting slogans that were 
not directly related to football skills.   

“Don’t fly with Air Bagan!” the fans shouted when Yangon United Football Club came out onto the pitch. 

Though strangers might not understand, the fans certainly did. Yangon United is owned by Tay Za, who 
owns Air Bagan. The tycoon is notorious for his close connections with the ruling generals, including Snr-
Gen Than Shwe.   

A Rangoon businessman said: “Every time Tay Za’s team competes, the fans mock and swear at their 
players. They shout things like, ‘Tay Za’s team is bad, his airline sucks.’”    

Yadanabon FC has received similar treatment, according to the businessman. The team is owned by 
tycoon Sai Sam Htun, who owns a company producing Alpine drinking water. 

The fans shouted, “Don’t buy Alpine drinking water. Don’t drink Alpine drinking water,” the businessman 
said.      

By screaming and swearing, fans can release pent-up frustration at the current political situation while 
supporting their teams, according to Rangoon residents.    

The Burmese people have been suffering under the iron fist of military rule for nearly fifty years. They are 
constantly under surveillance by secret agents. Informers infest the city.     

One Rangoon-based football fan said: “If we get upset with something political, we can come and yell at 
the football stadium. We feel much better after screaming whatever we want for two hours.” 
          
On the day Burmese opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi was put on trial at Insein Prison “special court”, 
one Rangoon resident reported that some in the crowd at the stadium spontaneously shouted “Yettaw, 
Yettaw.”   

Yettaw is the last name of US national John William Yettaw, who allegedly swam across Inya Lake and 
sneaked into Suu Kyi’s lakeside home in Rangoon in early May. He has been put on trial by the Burmese 
authorities.      

The football crowds have learned that the stadium is the best place for them to mock the military and 
express their anger and frustration at daily life under the repressive regime. 

They mock the generals, as well as officials and businessmen who are associated with them. They do 
this even when Nay Shwe Thway Aung, the grandson of the junta’s paramount leader, Snr-Gen Than 
Shwe, attends matches, according to residents. The supremo’s grandson comes protected by about one 
hundred security guards.          
      
Some in the crowd express political opinions and spread information. Others moan about the economic 
and social problems they face, according to Rangoon residents who go to the matches.    

In a recent game between Yangon United FC and Yadanabon FC held at the Thuwunna Youth Training 
Center Stadium (Thuwunna YTC Stadium) in Thingangyun Township, riot police beat clashing fans from 
the rival teams. Sources said that two fans were injured.  

http://www.irrawaddy.org/highlight.php?art_id=16178


Since the opening of the new Myanmar National League Cup, which kicked off on May 16 at the 
Thuwunna YTC Stadium, fights between the fans and riot police guarding the stadium have become a 
regular occurrence, said residents. 

The Aung San stadium was shut down recently after fighting between riot police and the crowd broke out 
during a match between Yangon United FC and Okkar United FC. Sources believed the closure of the 
stadium came for security reasons, while the authorities said the stadium was in poor condition.       

The soccer teams have had to move and play at the newer Thuwunna YTC Stadium.    

“The stadiums are the only place where we can express our feelings and shout freely,” the fan said. How 
long they will be able to do this, however, remains to be seen. 

-------------------- 

Farmers' Loans Reserved for Model Villagers  
Narinjara News - 24 June 2009 

Maungdaw: The Burmese military junta has allocated 600 lakh kyat for farmers in Maungdaw District for 
agricultural loans, but the district authorities are preparing to lend the money to model villagers in 27 
model villages instead, said a senior clerk from the district office on the condition of anonymity. 

He said, "The military authority allocated 600 lakh kyat to our district but the farmers in our township are 
unable to get the loans because the local authority is arranging to lend the money to model villagers."  

The military junta has allocated 2,000 lakh kyat for agricultural loans for all of Arakan State this 
agricultural season. Of that amount, 600 lakh has been allocated to Maungdaw District.  

There are four districts in Arakan State - Sittwe, Kyaukpru, Thandwe, and Maungdaw - and the remaining 
1,400 lakh has been set aside for the remaining three districts in the state.  

"The authority has collected the list of farms owned by model villagers in the township. Later the list will 
be transferred to the agricultural bank in Maungdaw to withdraw the loans to them," he said.  

Agricultural loans have recently been provided by the government's central bank to farmers through the 
agricultural bank, but local authorities in Maungdaw are neglecting to distribute the loans to Arakanese 
farmers in the district.  

"I think the authority does not want to make loans to Muslim farmers because they are not citizens in 
Burma, so the authority decided to loan to the model villagers," the clerk said.  

According to a local farmer source, the authority is only making loans to model villagers from Burma 
proper, and is not making loans to either Muslim or ethnic Rakhine, Dynet, and Khami farmers.  

-------------------- 

Junta deploys fresh troops secretly in Kachin State   
Kachin News Group - 24 June 2009  

The Burmese military junta is secretly deploying more combat troops in Kachin State at a time when 
negotiations are on with the Kachin Independence Organization (KIO) over the transformation of its 
armed-wing into a battalion of a "Border Guard Force", said local sources. 

As of the second week of June, able soldiers have been selected from different battalions and secretly 
infused into local Burmese Army battalions and military bases in the frontlines in different regions of 
Kachin State. They include two unidentified Light Infantry Divisions, said a source close to Burmese 
troops. 

The new batch of troops are now secretly being stationed in the areas around Bhamo District in the 
eastern region of Irrawaddy River (also called Mali Hka in Kachin) and the areas between Myitkyina-
Mandalay railways in the western region of the Irrawaddy River, the sources added. 

Eyewitnesses in Bhamo said they often see Burmese military columns on the road between Bhamo-
Namkham (Namhkam in Kachin), the illegal border trade route with China. They also see military columns 
of the Kachin Independence Army (KIA), the armed-wing of KIO on the same trade route. 

http://www.narinjara.com/details.asp?id=2246
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The KIO suggested to the junta that the KIA be made a "State Security Force" instead of the junta-
proposed "Border Guard Force" during the second meeting between KIO delegates and the regime over 
transforming KIA, in Mali Hka Center in the junta's Northern Command headquarters in the Kachin State's 
capital Myitkyina on May 21, said KIO sources. 

The KIO delegation was led by Vice-president No. 1 Lt-Gen Gauri Zau Seng while the junta's delegates 
were led by Lt-Gen Ye Myint of Chief of Military Affairs Security and Northern Command Commander 
Brig-Gen Soe Win. 

Meanwhile, KIO leaders are campaigning among the Kachin community in its controlled areas in Kachin 
State and in Northeast Shan State. It is explaining about the proposed KIA’s transformation. They are 
also asking for written suggestions to be sent to the KIO central committee, said Kachins in the two 
states. It is a month-long campaign to be concluded in June, said KIO officers. 

Meanwhile, KIA troops have been alerted and are on standby in all battalions in Kachin State and 
Northeast Shan State to defend itself against the Burmese Army, said KIA officials. 

All Kachin political organizations in the country and abroad and the Kachin public have advised to the 
KIO/A to reject the proposal of transforming the KIA and fight the junta, according to the Kachin media. 

-------------------- 

Border flag meeting ends with assurances   
Narinjara News - 24 June 2009  

Cox’s Bazaar: A day-long sector-commander level flag meeting between the border security forces of 
Burma and Bangladesh was held yesterday where Nasaka, Burma’s border security force made many 
pledges, said a source close to Bangladeshi authorities. 

At the meeting Nasaka officials pledged they would stop migration of Muslims from Burma into 
Bangladesh. This assurance came about after Bangladesh Rifles officials expressed concern over the 
large number of Burmese Muslims crossing the Naff River, the sources said. 

The Nasaka also agreed to discussions to take back about 27,000 Muslim refugees from two Burmese 
refugee camps in southern Cox's Bazaar District. 

Regarding the border fence issue, Nasaka officials told their Bangladesh counterparts that the aim is to 
prevent smuggling and human trafficking, and would not create any problems for Bangladesh. 

Burmese officials also said that the construction of embankments and erection of fences along the Naff 
River was carried out under the direction of the higher authorities in Naypyidaw, the capital of Burma. 

The source said that Nasaka officials pledged during the meeting to take action on all the requests made 
by BDR officials. The meeting was peacefully concluded without any war of words between the two 
delegations. 

U Min Aung, a border-issues analyst, pointed out that Nasaka officials politely discuss matters at every 
meeting with their Bangladesh counterparts, but then take action in contravention of the agreements. 

In the meeting, the 15-member Burmese delegation was led by Colonel Aung Gyi, while the 22-member 
Bangladesh delegation was led by Bangladesh Rifles Chittagong sector commander Colonel Didarul 
Alam Chowdhury. 

-------------------- 

Opinion & Analysis  

CONTRIBUTOR: Than Shwe Maneuvers to Retain Power - By Aung Lynn Htut   
Irrawaddy – 24 June 2009  

If Burma’s State Peace Development Council (SPDC) holds a successful election in 2010, the Burmese 
people will lose all hope of freedom and the generals who now rule the country will retain their power. 

http://bnionline.net/news/narinjara/6561-border-flag-meeting-ends-with-assurances.html
http://www.irrawaddy.org/opinion_story.php?art_id=16174


There are three nominations for presidency in the 2008 constitution—one from the military, one from the 
Senate or ethnic leaders’ hluttaw and one from Congress members. The Senate and the House then vote 
to choose the president of Burma.  

According to the latest information from Naypyidaw, the military will nominate Gen Thura Shwe Mann and 
he will be Burma’s president. The Senate will nominate a prominent ethnic leader and the House will 
nominate a member of the Union Solidarity Development Association (USDA), Kyant Phut.   

After the 2010 election, Shwe Mann will issue a state order that Snr-Gen Than Shwe, Vice Snr-Gen 
Maung Aye and remaining SPDC members become patrons or advisers of the National Security Council 
of a new Burmese government. It means Than Shwe and his party will retain their grip on state power. 

The military gets 25 percent of the seats at state, regional, district, township and village levels of the 
Burmese administration, according to the 2008 constitution. The military has a plan to assign deputy 
regional commanders as “second men” of regional administrations, deputy regiment commanders as 
“second men” of district administrations, majors or captains for township administrations and other ranks 
for village administrations. 

After Than Shwe assumed state power in April, 1992, he arranged to hold a National Convention. He 
instructed Secretary (1) Gen Khin Nyunt and Secretary (2) Tin Oo to ensure that the military’s leading role 
should be one of the principal aims of the National Convention.  

Khin Nyunt and Tin Oo objected, saying civilian politics would then disappear in Burma. Than Shwe 
ignored them, saying he had a long-term plan for a military role in future Burmese politics. 

Although he appoints current ministers and the members of USDA who will organize the 2010 election, he 
still worries about its success. Because of his fear of losing control, he tries to get as many of his people 
in every sphere of government and pressures others to accept them as well. He is worried about the 
support he commands and whether his orders will be followed. 

To achieve his aims, Than Shwe is using government money instead of his own. He promises that the 
2010 election will be fair and honest, so he cannot use his power to influence its outcome without 
arousing international anger. 

There is much discussion among the generals about where Aung San Suu Kyi and her National League 
for Democracy (NLD) stand. They are aware that if the NLD participates, the party stands a high chance 
of winning, just as it did in 1990. 

There’s a fear among the generals that even among the 25 percent representation reserved for the 
military, as much as 15 percent might support the NLD. With that prospect in mind, some generals are 
seeking to exclude NLD officials from running for office. 

Ultimately, the generals still have to wait for Than Shwe’s orders. Until recently, he tried very hard to 
ignore the NLD and to force his ideas on Burma.  

The trial of Suu Kyi and the worldwide wave of condemnation it provoked have forced Than Shwe to 
reconsider his position. 

Last month, he sent Shwe Mann to China to seek assurance of support for the junta.  

The Chinese leaders requested a meeting with the junta’s No 2, Maung Aye, who visited Beijing on June 
15. Foreign Minister Nyan Win is shortly to visit the United Nations in New York. 

The ethnic ceasefire groups pose another problem for Than Shwe. The ethnic groups dislike the 2008 
constitution and the election plan, and they don’t want to surrender to the Burmese military. They accuse 
Than Shwe of diminishing Burma’s federal policy and of destroying the Union of Myanmar.  

Than Shwe promised ethnic leaders that if the armed groups agreed to non-disintegration of the Union, 
national solidarity and the perpetuation of sovereignty, he would be ready to talk to them. He promised 
government support for development in ceasefire areas. 

He also promised to allow ethnic politics to be discussed at the National Convention, but then went back 
on that pledge. 



After approving the 2008 constitution, he instructed the ethnic ceasefire groups to surrender and lay down 
their arms and proposed that their troops should serve as border security guards. The proposal was 
rejected by the largest ceasefire groups. 

Than Shwe will take time to decide on a verdict for Suu Kyi’s trial, hoping international pressure will ease. 
There are two sayings to describe his frame of mind: “He doesn’t care what anyone thinks. People will 
forget in seven days” and “If there is tension, he will reduce it. If there isn’t tension, he will create it.”  

In the 2010 election, Than Shwe will use his military power and influence to affect the outcome as much 
as possible.  He realizes the importance of this election on his future.  

If he wins, Burma will be under his tyranny for a long time to come. If he loses, he knows he faces 
possible arraignment before an international court.  

Because of the importance of this election and the future of the people and country, we must try to 
educate and influence civilians as well as military officials. Other nations are monitoring Burma very 
closely, so General Than Shwe feels the pressure and cannot make dishonest decisions.  

The author is a former officer in the counterintelligence department of the Office of the Chief of Military 
Intelligence (OCMI) and former deputy chief of the Burmese embassy in Washington. He lives in 
Washington is seeking political asylum in the United States. 

-------------------- 

News – Aung San Suu Kyi 

Suu Kyi in final witness appeal to Myanmar court  
AFP – 24 June 2009 

YANGON — Lawyers for democracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi pressed military-ruled Myanmar's top court 
to overturn a ban on two key witnesses at her internationally condemned trial, her party said. 

The Nobel Peace laureate faces up to five years in jail on charges of breaching the terms of her house 
arrest after a bizarre incident in which an American man swam uninvited to her lakeside home in May. 

A court at Yangon's Insein prison last month barred two senior members of her National League for 
Democracy (NLD) from giving evidence, but the Supreme Court agreed to hear an appeal against the 
decision. 

"We gave our arguments to the Supreme Court for about one hour today. We do not have a date for the 
decision and must wait for it to be posted on the court's list," NLD spokesman and defence lawyer Nyan 
Win said. 

The two barred witnesses are Win Tin, a journalist who was Myanmar's longest-serving political prisoner 
until his release in September, and detained deputy NLD leader Tin Oo. 

"Regarding today's arguments, the prosecution complained about U Win Tin as he gave interviews to 
foreign media. We said that that is not related to the law," Nyan Win said. U is a term of respect in the 
Burmese language. 

Aung San Suu Kyi's lawyers earlier this month successfully appealed against a ban on a third witness, 
while a fourth has already testified. 

The prosecution has so far had 14 witnesses, adding to opposition and international claims that the 
proceedings are a show trial designed to keep the democracy icon locked up ahead of elections 
scheduled by the regime in 2010. 

US national John Yettaw and Aung San Suu Kyi's two live-in aides are also on trial and face a similar 
sentence. All are being held at Insein jail, Myanmar's most notorious detention centre. 

Aung San Suu Kyi has spent 13 of the last 19 years in detention since Myanmar's ruling junta refused to 
recognise the NLD's landslide victory in the country's last democratic polls in 1990. 

The UN envoy to Myanmar, Ibrahim Gambari, may visit the country later this week ahead of a possible 
trip by the world body's chief Ban Ki-moon in early July focusing on the trial, officials and diplomats say. 

http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jrs7_AJh7XyI52eBRqZrEAQqHyHg


"We hope to meet Mr Gambari when he comes, as we did on his previous visits," Nyan Win said. 

Aung San Suu Kyi on Monday thanked people around the world who sent her birthday wishes and called 
for her immediate release as she turned 64 in jail last week. 

Famous names including British Prime Minister Gordon Brown, Beatles star Paul McCartney and US 
actor George Clooney offered support on a special website while events took place in more than 15 cities. 

The charges against Aung San Suu Kyi come amid a wide-ranging crackdown on the opposition that has 
been carried out since the ruling generals crushed protests led by Buddhist monks in 2007. 

Myanmar, formerly known as Burma, has been ruled by the military since 1962. 

-------------------- 

Suu Kyi’s trial internal affair of Burma: Russia   
Mizzima - 23 June 2009 

by Salai Pi Pi     

New Delhi – While urging the regime to conduct a fair trial of opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi, the 
Russian Foreign Ministry on Sunday said the issue is an internal affair and does not warrant the attention 
of the UN Security Council. 

The Russian Foreign Ministry’s information and press department on Sunday said it rejects any attempts 
to bring the Burma issue to the United Nations Security Council saying it is an internal affair and does not 
pose a threat to peace and security of the region and the world community, according a report by 
Moscow-based the ITAR-TASS News Agency. 

“Moscow opposes attempts to internationalize the internal situation in Myanmar [Burma], because it does 
not endanger peace and security in the region and the world at large,” the report quoted Kremlin’s 
Information and Press department as saying. 

While the press department said, “We see no reason why the UN Security Council should discuss 
Myanmar [Burma],” it also urges the Burmese generals for greater openness and cooperation with the 
international community, including the mission of Ibrahim Gambari, the UN Secretary General’s Special 
envoy to Burma. 

Russia also expresses its expectations of a fair trial of the Burmese pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi, who is currently facing trial at Rangoon’s notorious Insein prison on charges of violating the terms of 
her house arrest by ‘harbouring’ an uninvited US man, John William Yettaw, to her lakeside home in early 
May. 

“Russia hopes that the trial of Myanmar [Burma] Opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi will be unbiased, 
strictly comply with national laws and humanitarian standards, and take into account the international 
opinion,” the Foreign Ministry added. 

Aung Naing Oo, a Burmese observer based in Thailand pointed out that Russian’s call to the junta to 
conduct a fair trial of the Nobel Peace Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi is unusual. 

“It is a little surprising that Russia is talking about Burma’s political issue for the first time. It is also 
interesting,” he said. 

But he said he is not optimistic that the Burmese regime will pay any heed to the call made by Russia, 
one of the junta’s major supporters. 

“There is no effective and pragmatic work plan in Russia’s statement. For the Burmese regime to act, 
talks are not enough,” he added. 

Nyo Ohn Myint, in-charge of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the National League for Democracy – 
Liberated Area (NLD-LA) in exile said, the Russian call probably came after the Association of Southeast 
Asia Nations (ASEAN) pressurized the Burmese junta to release Aung San Suu Kyi and to restore 
democracy in Burma. 

http://www.mizzima.com/news/world/2349-suu-kyis-trial-internal-affair-of-burma-russia.html


“Russia seems to have made the call after ASEAN urged Burma to release Aung San Suu Kyi,” Nyo Ohn 
Myint said. 

Following the junta’s charge and trial of democracy icon, activists across the world have condemned the 
junta and called on neighbouring countries as well as Russia to pressurize the junta. 

Russia along with China had vetoed a draft UN Security Council resolution on Burma, sponsored by US 
and UK, in 2007. 

“In our opinion, the political and economic pressure on that country [Burma] is counterproductive, as it 
enhances isolationist feelings of the Myanmar [Burma] military and exacerbates the socioeconomic 
position of citizens,” Russia said. 

“We are confident that this negotiating mechanism is useful in building mutual understanding and 
confidence between Myanmar [Burma] and the world,” added the department. 

Moreover, Russia has agreed to build a nuclear research centre, which includes a 10MW light-water 
reactor and facilities for processing and storing nuclear waste in Burma. 

“Because of its economic connections and increased diplomatic ties, I don’t think Russia will press the 
Burmese regime to make political changes in the country,” Aung Naing Oo remarks.  

-------------------- 

News - Other 

NKorean Cargo Ship Could Test New UN Sanctions   
Irrawaddy – 24 June 2009  

By Hyung-Jin Kim / AP Writer  

SEOUL — An American destroyer was tailing a North Korean ship suspected of transporting weapons 
toward Burma, as anticipation mounted Wednesday that the North could soon conduct short-or medium-
range missiles tests. 

The Kang Nam left the North Korean port of Nampo a week ago, and the destroyer USS John S. McCain 
was following as it sailed off the Chinese coast. The sailing sets up the first test of a new UN Security 
Council resolution that authorizes member states to inspect North Korean vessels suspected of carrying 
banned weapons or materials. 

The sanctions are punishment for an underground nuclear test the North carried out last month in 
defiance of past resolutions. It's not clear exactly what the Kang Nam has on board, but it has transported 
illicit goods in the past. 

The North has said it would consider any interception "an act of war," with its state media Wednesday 
accusing the US of fostering "the worst-ever tension" between the Koreas. 

"It's evident that a solid peace on the Korean peninsula cannot be established unless the US hostile 
policy and its plot to isolate our republic are put to an end," the North's main Rodong Sinmun newspaper 
said in a commentary published by the Korean Central News Agency. 

A US official said last week that the American destroyer has no orders to intercept the ship, but experts 
say the vessel will need to stop to refuel soon on a 4,100-mile (6,660-kilometer), two-week, voyage to 
Burma. The resolution prohibits member states from providing such services to ships accused of bearing 
banned goods. 

Nearby Singapore—the world's largest refueling hub—says it will "act appropriately" if the ship docks at 
its port with suspicious goods on board. 

At most, Singapore may refuse to let the ship refuel, said Hong Hyun-ik, an analyst at the Sejong Institute 
think tank in South Korea. He also speculated that the Kang Nam may not have banned cargo on board, 
knowing the ship could be subject to scrutiny. 

The ship has no plan to dock at Hong Kong, according to the Internet log of Hong Kong's Marine 
Department which shows planned ship arrivals and departures. In 2006, the Kang Nam was once 

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16170


detained in Hong Kong for safety violations, a measure taken after the UN's earlier sanctions imposed 
following the country's first nuclear test in 2006. 

In the event that the American destroyer does ask to inspect the Kang Nam and North Korea refuses, the 
UN resolution states the ship must be directed to a port of Pyongyang's choosing. It was not clear which 
port the ship would be taken to. On Tuesday, a Pentagon official said the ship was about 100 miles (160 
kilometers) north of the Taiwan Strait—close to both the Chinese and Taiwanese coasts. 

The North is believed to have sold guns, artillery and other small weapons to Burma in the past. The 
Southeast Asian military state is the target of US and EU arms embargoes. There are concerns it could 
use small arms in the counterinsurgency campaigns it conducts against ethnic minorities. 

Meanwhile, North Korea has issued a notice banning ships from the waters off its east coast between 
June 25 and July 10 citing maritime firing drills, according to Japan's Coast Guard. 

South Korea's Yonhap news agency reported Wednesday the North may fire a Scud missile with a range 
of up to 310 miles (500 kilometers) or a short-range ground-to-ship missile with a range of 100 miles (160 
kilometers) during the no-sail period. 

Yonhap quoted an unidentified South Korean government official as saying the launch is expected from 
the eastern coastal city of Anbyon. South Korea's Defense Ministry, however, said Wednesday that there 
was no particular signs in the area. 

It had earlier been reported that the North would test a a long-range missile similar to one tested in April. 
Japanese media said that could happen around July 4—the US Independence Day—and the missile 
would be fired toward Hawaii. 

But US defense and counterproliferation officials said Tuesday that it was expected the North would 
launch short- to medium-range missiles instead. The officials spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss 
sensitive intelligence. 

Also Wednesday, Seoul's Chosun Ilbo newspaper reported that South Korea plans to expedite the 
introduction of high-tech unmanned aerial surveillance systems and 'bunker-buster' bombs in the wake of 
the North's May 25 nuclear test. The paper, quoting unidentified ruling party members, also said South 
Korea also plans to equip the presidential Blue House and other key government facilities with systems 
coping with electromagnetic waves caused by a nuclear blast. 

South Korea's Defense Ministry said it could not confirm the report. But a ministry official—speaking on 
condition of anonymity citing department policy—said the ministry will announce plans later this week to 
boost its defense capability to deal with the North's increasing military threats. 

Associated Press writers Jae-soon Chang in Seoul, Pauline Jelinek, Pamela Hess and Lolita Baldor in 
Washington, Grant Peck in Bangkok, Min Lee in Hong Kong, Alex Kennedy in Singapore, Jill Lawless in 
London and Edith M. Lederer at the United Nations contributed to this report. 

-------------------- 

Burma lingering on the cusp of "failed state" statu s  
Mizzima - 23 June 2009 

Chiang Mai - Warning that the global recession could lead to more failed states, the 2009 Failed States 
Index lists Burma as in critical danger of state collapse due, primarily, to the misuse of power by the 
country's ruling military government. 

Though holding steady at number 13 in the global rankings, Burma's cumulative 2009 score deteriorated 
by an additional 1.2 percent from a year previously, according to the latest rankings released earlier this 
week. 

The study, a joint undertaking by Washington D.C.-based Foreign Policy and the Fund for Peace, argues 
Burma is failing "because their government is strong enough to choke the life out of their society." 

Meanwhile, the Fund for Peace classifies each of five critical indicators – leadership, military, judiciary, 
civil service and police – as "poor" in the case of Burma. 

http://www.mizzima.com/news/inside-burma/2346-burma-lingering-on-the-cusp-of-qfailed-stateq-status.html


The architects of the findings contend that few countries fail by chance, though admitting that foreign 
intervention, such as through the supply of arms, can contribute to a state's instability. Presently, there is 
concern that a North Korean ship laden with arms and possible missile technology is en route to a 
Burmese port. 

Burma's worst categorical scores came in "Uneven Development" and "Delegitimization of the State", 
while the best of the poor scores were achieved in the areas of "Human Flight" and "External 
Intervention". The findings point to an isolated state decaying from within.  

However, the report's authors contend it will be impossible for the world's stable governments to come to 
the assistance of all countries in danger of state collapse, arguing that the final decision on which nations 
to help will be based on geopolitical implications. 

Specifically, the question "Which failed states are global security threats and which are simply tragedies 
for their own people?" is said to lie at the center of a country's assessment when determining where to 
focus a nation's limited resources in assisting states on the brink of failure. 

If the report is in any way indicative of the approach to be taken by the United States government, the 
Middle East and West Asia will draw the most attention from Washington regarding combating the 
prospect of failed states. 

Additionally, drawing on the impact of global warming, the study warns that cataclysmic flooding in 
Bangladesh could force tens of thousands of Bengalis to seek refuge in Burma. Bangladesh, like Burma, 
is on the Fund for Peace "alert" list.  

Of Asian countries west of the Urals, only Mongolia, Japan, South Korea, Singapore and Malaysia are 
said to not at least be in "danger" of state failure.  

Fellow ASEAN members the Philippines, Laos and Cambodia join Burma in the bottom 60 in the index.  

At the top of the list for the second straight year is Somalia, which is defined as "too failed even for al-
Qaeda". 

The study has been published annually since 2005. 

-------------------- 

Burmese junta uses n Korean expertise to build secr et tunnels  
The Nation – 24 June 2009 

Several senior military Burmese officials have been dismissed in recent weeks following the recent 
publication of photographs of secret tunnels built by North Korean experts between 2003-2006 inside 
Burma, sources revealed. 

The sources, who asked not to be identified because the information they gave could endanger their 
lives, said that Burmese intelligence officials have began massive investigations to identify the source of 
the leak. They have combed the city of Rangoon and interviewed associates of former intelligence chief, 
Lt-General Khin Nyunt, to search for persons who might have leaked one of their most secretive 
programmes. They have already arrested several suspects, including journalists, who might have got 
access to these sensitive photos and documents.  

Swedish journalist, Bertil Litner, detailed Pyongyang's efforts in helping Rangoon to build underground 
bunkers in various locations. The author said the photographs, which were obtained by the Democratic 
Voice of Burma, showed an extensive network of underground installations that was built near Burma's 
fortified new capital, Naypyidaw, 450km north of Rangoon.  

The photographs, which first appeared in YaleGlobal Online on June 8, have puzzled the Bangkok-based 
diplomatic community. "We are interested in the news and we are following it closely," said a senior 
diplomat from an Asean country, who asked not to be identified.  

A Thai intelligence source yesterday confirmed the existence of the tunnels but did not express any 
serious concern. "The Burmese generals fear outside attacks, so they are building these underground 
hiding places," he said. Thailand is also watching closely Burma's efforts to build its nuclear capacity. 

http://nationmultimedia.com/2009/06/24/opinion/opinion_30105921.php
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/search/adsearch.php?keyword=+Asean+


These tunnels are equipped with underground facilities, including communications and strategic rooms, 
which would enable the Burmese leaders to survive any attack from their peoples and the outside world. 
Some tunnels are big enough for military and transport vehicles to go through. Sources also revealed that 
dozens of tunnels are also dug near the Thai-Burma border. They said the construction of these tunnels 
were disguised as part of the country's plan to lay fibre optic cables throughout the country  

Bertil wrote that a well-hidden complex ensures there is no danger of angry civilians storming government 
buildings as they did during the massive pro-democracy uprising in August-September 1988. It could also 
serve as their deep bunkers in case there are air strikes of the kind that the Taleban faced in Afghanistan.  

According to the author, it is not clear how North Korean experts got paid. The payment could have been 
in the form of food or goods that Burma has. The country is rich in mineral wealth and agricultural 
products.  

-------------------- 

Burma’s military regime: Digging the tunnels  
DVB – 24 June 2009 

New images have emerged that show North Korean and other foreign advisers in Burma consulting with 
officials on what now appears to be an extensive network of some 800 underground tunnels across much 
of the country.  

While rife government corruption and uneven development in Burma yesterday awarded Burma a spot at 
the bottom of Foreign Policy magazine’s Failed States Index, billions of US dollars are now known to 
have been channeled by the Burmese government into building the tunnels.  

DVB has been tracking the development of the tunnels and underground installations in Burma for a 
number of years. This is the first in a series of DVB stories revealing the secretive tunnel project.  

Evidence has been obtained that shows between 600 and 800 tunnels in various stages of construction, 
with work on some sections dating as far back as 1996.  

Photographs of a number of tunnel sites clearly show North Korean advisers present, while some 
construction equipment being used on the sites displays the Korean script.  

In one photograph of a work site at Pyinmanar Taung Nyo, dated 29 May 2006, North Korean advisers 
are seen training Burmese soldiers and technicians in tunnel construction.  

Several government budget files also show evidence of foreign aid and loans being used to fund 
construction work.  

A number of senior Burmese officials have been dismissed in recent days following the first publication of 
DVB’s tunnel photographs in the Yale Global Online on 8 June.  

The military government has launched an investigation into how details of such a sensitive project were 
leaked, with associates of former intelligence chief Lieutenant General Khin Nyunt being questioned by 
police.  

Further intelligence documents obtained by DVB show that the tunnel system is being disguised by the 
government as a fibre optic cable installation project.  

Leaked engineering designs show, however, that some sections of the tunnels are wide enough to allow 
trucks to enter and leave. There is also storage space for food and weaponry, and separate rooms that 
would hold around 600 personnel for several months.  

The documents also reveal plans to hold large rockets and satellite communication command centers 
inside the tunnels.  

Although the financially weak Burmese government is thought to allocate some 40 per cent of its budget 
for military purposes, the tunnel project over the course of 13 years has likely run into the billions.  

Some observers have speculated that the abrupt hike in fuel prices that sparked the September 2007 
protests may have been a prelude to securing extra capital for the project.  

http://english.dvb.no/nkorea-news.php


Likewise, Burma struck a deal with China in April this year to siphon its vast offshore natural gas reserves 
to China’s energy hungry population, a venture that will have given the tunnel project an important boost.  

Speculation that Burma is trading in military hardware with North Korea was reinforced on Monday with 
reports that a North Korean freighter ship believed to be carrying arms was headed in the direction of 
Burma.  

Despite only reestablishing diplomatic ties in 2007, following North Korea’s bombing of a South Korean 
delegation in Rangoon in 1983, the two countries share characteristics that make them obvious allies.  

According to journalist and expert on North Korea-Burma relations, Bertil Lintner, both countries have 
“absolutely no interest” in supporting respective UN arms embargoes.  

Indeed, North Korea is one of the few countries willing to continue military trade with the pariah state, with 
“even China…reluctant to sell certain types of equipment to Burma”, according to Lintner.  

Perhaps most worryingly for countries outside of Burma’s friendship group, it has renewed an alliance 
with a country that is rapidly becoming the icon of a new generation of ‘rogue states’ threatening nuclear 
warfare.  

With this in mind, speculation will likely start to circulate as to whether the tunnel network could be linked 
to rumours that Burma is mining uranium ore, a key ingredient for nuclear fission. No evidence has yet 
appeared to verify this, however.  

In our next story we will reveal the purpose of these tunnels, foreign involvement in the project and what 
is inside the tunnels.  

-------------------- 

Does Gambari Visit Burma This Week?   
AP - 23 June 2009  

RANGOON — The United Nations' special envoy to Burma is due to visit the country this week to pave 
the way for a possible visit by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, a diplomat said Monday. 

Ibrahim Gambari is scheduled to visit Thursday through Saturday to lay the groundwork for a trip in early 
July by the UN chief, said a Western diplomat, who asked not to be identified because he was not 
authorized to announce the visit. 

Burma's UN spokesman Aye Win said he could not confirm either visit. 

Ban's trip would come after he visits Japan from June 30 to July 2. The UN spokeswoman in New York, 
Michele Montas, said last week that the secretary-general had not yet decided whether he would visit 
Burma during his Asia trip. 

The upcoming visits would be politically delicate because of the continuing trial of opposition leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi. The Nobel Peace Prize winner is in prison and being tried on charges of violating the terms 
of her house arrest when an uninvited American man swam to her closely guarded lakeside home last 
month and stayed two days. 

The UN has called repeatedly for political reconciliation in Burma, including the release of Suu Kyi. The 
country has been under military rule since 1962, and the junta refused to recognize the results of 1990 
general elections won by Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy party. 

Suu Kyi's trial has drawn outrage from the international community and from her local supporters, who 
say the military government is using the incident as an excuse to keep her detained through elections 
scheduled for next year. 

If convicted, Suu Kyi faces up to five years in prison. She has spent more than 13 of the past 19 years in 
detention without trial, mostly under house arrest. 

Gambari has visited Burma seven times since becoming the UN's special envoy to the country in 2006. 
The visits have failed to nudge the military regime toward talks with the opposition. 

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16163


Ban visited Burma after last year's devastating Cyclone Nargis and was instrumental in getting the 
isolationist government to allow more foreign relief workers into the country. 

-------------------- 

Burmese Official Sacked for Nargis-related Corrupti on  
Irrawaddy – 23 June 2009  

By Min Lwin 

Burma’s military junta has sacked the head of one of the key government departments involved in the 
Cyclone Nargis relief and recovery effort following allegations that he stole money donated for survivors 
of the disaster, according to reliable sources in Rangoon. 

Than Oo, a former colonel who was serving as the director general of the Ministry of Social Welfare’s 
Department of Relief and Resettlement, was accused of stealing millions of kyat (several hundreds of 
thousands of dollars) from international donations intended for Nargis-related projects, the sources said.  

State-run newspapers did not publish any information about the dismissal of the senior official, who was 
recently arrested and interrogated by the regime’s Bureau of Special Investigation, according to sources 
in Naypyidaw. 

The Department of Relief and Resettlement cooperates closely with international donors providing aid for 
humanitarian relief and recovery work in the cyclone-stricken Irrawaddy delta. 

“The Department of Relief and Resettlement is responsible for accepting funds and donations from 
international NGOs,” said a Rangoon businessman who runs a local relief organization for Nargis victims.  

“The department is supposed distribute the aid to assist people hit by the cyclone. He was probably taken 
into custody because materials donated by international NGOs went missing,” he added. 

Meanwhile, the Burmese junta is holding a secret meeting in its capital, Naypyidaw, where a number of 
other officials have also reportedly been reshuffled. 

Burma’s top military leader, Snr-Gen Than Shwe, has retired or reassigned around a dozen senior 
officials, according to military sources. However, The Irrawaddy has not been able to confirm the reports 
with other independent sources. 

-------------------- 

Thai authorities urge refugees to return: aid worke rs  
Mizzima - 23 June 2009 

by Solomon     

New Delhi - Authorities in Thailand are allegedly encouraging ethnic Karen refugees recently arrived in 
the wake of fresh fighting in eastern Burma to return to their homes, according to humanitarian aid 
workers along the Thai-Burma border. 

Iris, Coordinator of the Committee for Internally Displaced Karen People (CIDKP), a group working to help 
internally displaced persons inside Burma, told Mizzima on Monday that Thailand’s border security forces 
have urged Karen refugees to return to their homes, assuming the fighting to be over. 

“The authorities are urging the refugees to go back but the situation back home is not yet conducive with 
the fighting still unabated. Nobody is daring to go back home, because their lives are not safe there,” 
explained Iris. 

She said in June the Burmese Army killed three internally displaced persons in Karen State, a pregnant 
woman and two teenage girls as they were hiding in the forest. 

“They [refugees] face a danger to their lives,” reiterated Iris. 

Since early June, the Burmese Army and its military ally the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA) 
have launched a military offensive against the Karen National Liberation Army, Burma’s longest surviving 
ethnic armed resistance group and the armed wing of the Karen National Union (KNU). 

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16166
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The fresh conflict has forced thousands of Karen villagers to flee their homes and cross into Thailand 
seeking refuge. 

According to the CIDKP list, thus far 3,447 refugees have fled to Thailand and more than 1,000 have 
entered refugee camps, while over 2,000 remain waiting outside the camps.  

“At this moment the safest place for them [refugees] is the camps,” said Iris. 

David Thaw, a central committee member of the KNU, confirmed that Thai border security personnel have 
been attempting to persuade refugees to return home as they believe the fighting has ceased. 

“They [Thai authorities] said since the fighting is over, it would be safe for the refugees to return home. 
But it is not a strong pressure, rather it is like a suggestion, as the refugees have no proper 
accommodation in which to live [along the border],” David Thaw told Mizzima. 

According to him, while some refugees are squeezed into existing camps, the rest are left to live outside 
the camps where there is no proper shelter or regular food supply. 

Thailand’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Tuesday told Mizzima that they are not aware of any government 
order to repatriate the Karen refugees and directed Mizzima to contact the Ministry of Defense, which was 
not immediately available for comment. 

However, Zoya Phan, International Coordinator for Burma Campaign UK (BCUK), said since June 16th at 
least three families have been forced back into Burma by Thai authorities. 

“They [refugees] fear for their lives if they return home. They cannot stay there until the military operations 
stop,” said Zoya Phan. 

“We urge the Thai government to accept these refugees, and allow them to stay in their country and help 
them,” she added. 

Meanwhile, David Takarpaw, Vice-Chairman of the KNU, said to date minor battles continue across the 
border in Karen State. 

Last week, the Burmese Army and the DKBA overran one of the KNU’s strongest outposts, the 7th 
Brigade. 

He said civilians were compelled to flee because they fear not only the Burmese Army but also the DKBA, 
who force people into military service and collect money from them if they refuse. 

“They fear both the DKBA and Burmese Army, so they have no choice but to flee,” emphasized 
Takarpaw. 

-------------------- 

Burma sends mortars to Shan State   
Irrawaddy – 23 June 2009  

By Lawi Weng 

The Burmese government has reinforced Burmese forces in Mong Tong Township, Shan State, due to 
growing tension with the United Wa State Army (UWSA), according to sources close to an armed group in 
Shan State. 

Speaking to The Irrawaddy on Tuesday, Sai Sheng Murng, the deputy spokesman of the rival Shan State 
Army-South (SSA) said seven M120 120 mm mortars were sent to reinforce Burmese Infantry Battalion 
No 65 on June 20. 

The battalion is based in Nakawngmu village, Pong Pa Khem Sub-Township, Mong Tong Township, in 
eastern Shan State, which is about 29 kilometers from the Thai-Burma border.   

The source said the reinforcement may have been made in preparation for a possible military offensive 
against the UWSA if tension with the group continues growing. 

According to a source on the Sino-Burmese border, the mortar reinforcements have been made close to 
UWSA military region 171, where Burmese army leaders have put pressure on the UWSA to withdraw 

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16165


from strategic positions in southern Shan State along the Thai-Burmese border. However, UWSA leaders 
have refused to withdraw its troops from the area.  

The UWSA has rejected a request by the Burmese junta to turn their forces into border guards. The 
group, which is the most powerful ethnic armed ceasefire group in Burma, has 23,000 troops.  

Mai Aik Phone, who is an observer of the UWSA, said the group was watching closely the current 
attempts by the Burmese military to transform ethnic armed forces into border guards. The UWSA, 
meanwhile, has warned its people to prepare for the worst. However, they said that they would try to 
negotiate with the Burmese government before fighting.  

Due to heavy pressure on the Burmese government by the international community over the ongoing trial 
of pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi, the Burmese government would be unlikely take any direct 
action against the UWSA for the moment, according to the sources.  

Meanwhile, the Burmese Army launched a military offensive against the Karen National Liberation Army 
(KNLA) early in June. The joint troops of the Burmese Army and Democratic Karen Buddhist Army 
(DKBA) seized the headquarters of KNLA Brigade 7, which was a main base near the Thai-Burma border. 
The attack has forced an estimated 4,000 Karen people to flee to Thailand.  

The Burmese junta is trying to transform all ethnic armed ceasefire groups in the country into border 
guards ahead of elections they plan to hold in 2010. 

However, many ethnic armed ceasefire groups do not want to live under the control of the Burmese Army, 
and they have refused to disarm and become border guards. 

Under the junta’s scheme, the Burmese military will have more control over the armed ceasefire groups. 
Each border guard battalion would consist of 326 troops, including 30 from the Burmese army. Three of 
these would be Burmese officers with administrative positions. 

The Burmese military junta No. 2 Gen Maung Aye visited China to talk about the ethnic armed ceasefire 
groups in Shan State last week.  

The Sino-Burmese border sources said that Gen Maung Aye failed to persuade China to put pressure on 
the groups. China refused to use its influence in the area because it wants a stable border in Shan Sate 
in order to run oil and gas pipelines through the area, according to the sources.  

Beijing is scheduled to begin constructing the pipelines, which have to pass through areas of Shan State 
controlled by the ethnic armed groups, in September 2009. 

Seventeen insurgent groups have signed ceasefire agreements with the ruling generals since 1989, 
according to official Burmese reports. 

-------------------- 

MWJA office in-charge commits suicide   
Mizzima - 23 June 2009 

by Phanida     

Chiang Mai - The office in-charge of the Myanmar Writers and Journalists Association (MWJA), Myint 
Lwin, committed suicide on Tuesday by jumping off the three-storey office building, colleagues said. 

Myint Lwin, (65) a resident of North Okklapa Township jumped out of the window of the MWJA office in 
downtown Rangoon’s Merchant Street in Kyauktada Township on Tuesday morning. He died instantly. 

“He arrived in the office at about 10 a.m. (local time) and was arranging seats and tables for a regular 
meeting. After finishing what he was doing he got up and jumped out of the window,” a colleague, who 
attended the meeting, told Mizzima.  

Another colleague, who also requested anonymity said, “He [Myint Lwin] left a note on the table, which 
read -- ‘I am responsible for failing to maintain and for the loss of public property’.”  

“He left a wrist watch, a ball point-pen, two currency notes of Kyat 500 and took off his sandals,” added 
the colleague.  

http://mizzima.com/news/inside-burma/2348-mwja-office-in-charge-commits-suicide.html


An official at the MWJA office, when contacted by Mizzima, refused to make an official statement saying, 
“Please do not ask me. We are now in a meeting. I have no right to answer your questions. Please do not 
ask me about it, I request you not to ask.”  

The Myanmar Writers and Journalists Association is a group formed under the aegis of the Burmese 
military junta’s Ministry of information.  

Myint Lwin’s body was taken to Rangoon General Hospital for autopsy. 

He leaves behind a son, a daughter and his wife.  

-------------------- 

Fence Project Postponed  
Narinjara News – 23 June 2009 

Maungdaw: Burmese authorities have postponed their fence project on the western Burmese border with 
the withdrawal of army and riot police forces who have been constructing the fence since February 2009, 
said one villager.  

He said, "The project is now stopped and many soldiers and police constables left the construction sites 
for their respective battalions, but I do not know if it is temporarily postponed or not," he said.  

The construction stoppage may be related to the rainy season, because construction in the region is 
nearly impossible with flooding in landslides near the Naff River, said another source.  

The Burmese military junta has been constructing a fence along the border with Bangladesh since 
February of this year, ostensibly with the aim of preventing human trafficking and smuggling.  

Over 800 soldiers and 700 riot police from battalions in northern Arakan State were brought to the area to 
construct the fence, but most of the work has been done by local villagers in the area that are working as 
day laborers.  

Many villagers around Maungdaw Township joined the project as day laborers in hopes of earning wages. 
The government is paying between 1,500 and 3,000 kyat for a day's labor.  

A significant amount of funds have been spent on the project to date, but the construction has failed to hit 
the government's targets.  

An official from Maungdaw said, "The authority constructed the fences to be finished before the rainy 
season, but there were many difficulties when the project started."  

Because the site for the border fence is situated along the Naff River, the authority had to first construct 
embankments to support the fence pillars. Many workers were on hand for the work, but laborers and 
soldiers were unable to work during the day due to the extreme heat.  

According to a local government source, 20 percent of the project is complete so far, and the project is 
likely to resume after the rainy season.  

-------------------- 

Forced labour for building school in Buthidaung   
Kaladan Press - 23 June 2009 

Buthidaung, Arakan State: The Burmese Army is using forced labour and extorting money from villagers 
of Mogh Bill village, Buthidaung Township for construction of a new primary school as part of a 
development programme in northern Arakan, said a former schoolteacher requesting anonymity. 

The Buthidaung District Peace and Development Council (DPDC) Chairman received kyat 7 million from 
a Rohingya businessmen of Rangoon for the school when a Rohingya delegation visited northern Arakan 
accompanied by the Deputy Home Minister Phone Swe on May 20, said one of the village Chairmen on 
condition of anonymity. 

A Major from the Military Operation Command (MOC) - No.15 has been assigned to build the school. The 
new school is being built after demolishing the old one and by using forced labor from nearby villagers. 

http://www.narinjara.com/details.asp?id=2245
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According to a local villager, everyday, 30 to 40 villagers have to work the construction site without any 
wages for the last 30 days. But, only one skilled worker brought from Buthidaung Town is being paid 
wages. He has to mix sand, cement and stones in proportion, said a trader from the locality. 

Besides, the military officer or contractor is collecting kyat 10,000 to 20,000 per family from villagers in 
keeping with their financial status for the construction of the school.  The Village Peace and Development 
Council (VPDC) Chairman was forced to pay kyat 200,000, according to a local elder. 

Though the authorities received money for the construction of the school, the local authorities are using 
forced labour free of cost and collecting money from villagers. This is unacceptable to the Rohingya 
community. Most of the money will line the pockets of the contractor or the army. The army has no 
defence work, but they have been working at harassing the Rohingya community. All the business is 
controlled by the army directly or indirectly, said a businessman who declined to be named. 

In addition, on a daily basis, villagers have to provide 10 to 30 labourers to the nearby army battalion. 
They have to work in the camp from 8 am to 5 pm taking food from home, he added. 

This is the time when villagers have no work to support their family members while they face restriction of 
movement. In such a situation, villagers are forced to work in the military camps or have to work to serve 
the army, the businessman further said. 

However, the international community, the ILO (International Labour Organization) is pressurizing, to the 
Burmese military junta to stop forced labour across the country, the SPDC (State Peace and 
Development Council) authorities do not comply with the request. But, SPDC authorities have declared 
that there is no forced labour in the country. 

-------------------- 

Rohingya cemetery seized by TOC in Maungdaw   
Kaladan Press - 23 June 2009  

Maungdaw, Arakan State: The Tactical Operation Commander (TOC) of the Burmese Army in Buthidaung 
Town seized a Rohingya cemetery in Aley Than Kyaw, Maungdaw Township on June 19, villagers from 
Aley Than Kyaw said. 

On June 19, morning, the TOC officer along with other army officers went to Aley Than Kyaw village in a 
convoy of army cars and surveyed the graveyard in Aley Than Kyaw. They ordered nearby villagers not to 
bury their dead in the cemetery. The officer also said that if any one does not comply with the order, he 
would be punished according to the law, said a village elder on condition of anonymity. 

The TOC Commander himself created a boundary around the cemetery with red flags. Villagers were 
surprised because they were not given advance information. The TOC officer came suddenly and made a 
boundary in the Rohingyas’ old cemetery. 

In northern Arakan, there are many available places to set up army camps or other establishments. Why 
do the authorities want to seize a Muslim cemetery attacking their religion? asked an angry local elder. 

A Rohingya elder said, “The SPDC authorities plan to change the demography   of northern Arakan and 
want to show foreigners that the Rohingyas settled in Arakan not too long ago. So they want to erase 
traces of an old cemetery belonging to Muslims.” 

Earlier, in Maungdaw and Buthidaung Townships, the army, Nasaka, police and Sarapa  also set up 
camps and built houses for other purposes after demolishing mosques, Arabic schools and cemeteries 
though places were available for construction of buildings for their use,  according to a student.  

But the army officer did not offer villagers an alternative place to be used as a cemetery to bury the dead. 

-------------------- 

Wa leaders meet on Thai-Burma border  
SHAN - 23 June 2009  

Hseng Khio Fah  
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The United Wa State Army (UWSA) leaders reportedly coming from Panghsang in 18 four-wheel cars had 
arrived in Mongton township, opposite Chiangmai province yesterday to hold meetings with their officers 
and men to discuss about its deteriorating relations with the Burma Army, according to sources on the 
Thai-Burma border.  

The group arrived in Hwe Aw, 25 miles north of the Chiangmai border, in the morning and held a meeting 
there. But there has been no further information of who were at the meeting, but it is believed to involve 
some top officers in their southern command, said a source.  

“Today, they [Wa] met at Namyoom (5 miles north of the border) and they are going to Mongjawd, west of 
Hwe Aw tomorrow,” he said.  

Since the Burma Army ordered them to return to its original area on the Sino-Burma border in May, the 
Wa have been in preparation for their defense in many areas like Loi Hsarmhsoom Base, Base 46 and 
Maihoong between Mongyawn and Piangkham, opposite Chiangmai’s Mae Ai district.  

An unidentified Wa divisional commander said, “Relations between us is like an axe without the handle 
and vice versa. Like the handle, they used to manipulate us, the axe, in the past. But they can no longer 
enjoy that privilege.” 

In the meantime, the Burma Army has also reportedly been sending more troops to Pianghsa –
Piangkham and every base opposite that of the Wa. In addition, it has also been training all militia units in 
Mongton and Monghsat townships from 21 June.  

“There were 15 Shan men forced to join the militia units in Nakawngmu,” a local resident said. As for 
veteran members of Kyapikwe and Tin Win militias, they are being trained in Mongton, the township seat.  

There are three strong militia units trained by the Burma Army in Monghsat alone: Loi Tanghseng group 
led by Kya Hey, Loi Hsao group led by Kya Kaw and Kyadey group led by Ya Der.  There is also an 80-
men Nampong group led by Yishay in Tachilek township.  

“The things they [junta] can seize from us are what we have established in towns. Nothing more,” a 
source quoted the Wa officer as saying.  

A border watcher said the three day visit of Sri Lankan President to Burma earlier this month seemed to 
have stimulated the junta to copy the winning strategy of the Sri Lankan Army against the Tamil Tigers.  

The Tamil Tigers announced its defeat on 17 May, after Colombo’s all-out offensive involving naval 
blockade and massive bombings and air strikes which resulted in devastating civilian casualties.  

-------------------- 

Opinion & Analysis  

COMMENTARY: Kang Nam Could Hold a Message, not just  Arms - By Yeni  
Irrawaddy – 23 June 2009  

The mystery voyage of a North Korean ship believed to be carrying arms for Burma could hide an attempt 
by the Burmese regime to discover just how far the US and its allies would go to carry out the “stop and 
search” provisions of a new United Nations resolution. 

The voyage of the Kang Nam follows the visit to North Korea last November by Burma's third highest 
ranking general, joint chief-of-staff Thura Shwe Mann, at a time when Burma's isolated regime is 
desperately searching for the arms and technology to develop its armed forces in the face of an arms 
embargo by the US and its western allies.  

During the visit, high-ranking North Korean military officials showed Shwe Mann various military 
institutions and camps, according to a secret report obtained recently by The Irrawaddy. 

Military analysts have suggested that the North Korean Communist regime has provided Burma with 
weapons, military technology and expertise in underground tunneling used for concealing military 
installations in exchange for foodstuffs and agricultural products.  

http://www.irrawaddy.org/opinion_story.php?art_id=16162


South Korea's intelligence agency believes that the Kang Nam, accused of engaging in illicit trade in the 
past, is carrying weapons and is sailing towards Rangoon. 

A US Navy vessel is shadowing the Kang Nam, and the Burmese generals are sure to be observing very 
carefully how Washington handles a potential confrontation. 

The UN resolution allows the US to challenge the Kang Nam and request an examination of its cargo, but 
would not permit the Korean ship to be boarded by force.  

Although North Korea is highly unlikely to submit the ship to a search, a confrontation on the high seas 
could afford the Burmese regime with an indication of how Washington would react to Burmese 
provocations. It could influence the way the regime pushes ahead with its so-called "roadmap to 
democracy" and deals with the challenges posed by the trial of Aung San Suu Kyi and the current 
Burmese army assault on the Karen armed opposition. 

So far, Burma has been able to count on the continued support of its two UN allies, China and Russia, 
who can use their veto powers to block any Security Council action against the regime, 

A recent visit to China by Burma's second highest ranking general, Maung Aye, appeared to be an 
attempt to secure a reassurance of Beijing’s continued support. 

Chinese Vice President Xi Jinping reminded Maung Aye that Burma was among the first group of 
countries to forge diplomatic ties with China, and he said the two countries should implement on-going 
projects to boost their economies. China begins work on a 1,100 km gas and oil pipeline to Burma in 
September. 

Russia’s position became clear on Sunday, when the country’s Foreign Ministry announced that Moscow 
has rejected the use of political and economic pressure to influence the Burmese regime. According to 
the news website, www. itar-tass.com, Russia opposed attempts to internationalize the internal situation 
in Burma, because it does not endanger peace and security in the region and the world at large.  

"We see no reasons why the UN Security Council should discuss Myanmar (Burma)," the statement said. 

Knowing that the latest UN resolution is in reality toothless, the Burmese generals have invited UN 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to visit their country again. 

Ban visited Burma after last year's devastating Cyclone Nargis and was instrumental in getting the 
isolationist government to allow more foreign relief workers into the country. Observers are asking what 
he can achieve this time.   

Political observers are now speculating that, ignoring global outrage and international diplomatic 
pressure, the court in Insein Prison will find detained democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi guilty of 
harboring an American intruder. 

A source closed to the Naypyidaw center of power, told The Irrawaddy that Burma's junta leader has 
already ordered the Insein Prison court to hand Suu Kyi a three-year sentence. 

-------------------- 

News  

Official: N. Korean ship carries weapons to Myanmar  
AP – 22 June 2009 

By Hyung-Jin Kim  

SEOUL, South Korea — A North Korean-flagged ship under close watch in Asian waters is believed to be 
heading toward Myanmar carrying small arms cargo banned under a new U.N. resolution, a South 
Korean intelligence official said Monday. 

Still, analysts say a high seas interception — something North Korea has said it would consider an act of 
war — is unlikely. 

The Kang Nam, accused of engaging in illicit trade in the past, is the first vessel monitored under the new 
sanctions designed to punish the North for its defiant nuclear test last month. The U.S. military began 
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tracking the ship after it left a North Korean port on Wednesday on suspicion it was carrying illicit 
weapons. 

A South Korean intelligence official said Monday that his agency believes the North Korean ship is 
carrying small weapons and is sailing toward the Myanmar city of Yangon. 

The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity citing the sensitive nature of the information, said he 
could provide no further details. 

Myanmar's military government, which faces an arms embargo from the U.S. and the European Union, 
reportedly has bought weapons from North Korea in the past. 

The Irrawaddy, an online magazine operated by independent exiled journalists from Myanmar, reported 
Monday that the North Korean ship would dock at the Thilawa port, some 20 miles (30 kilometers) south 
of Yangon, in the next few days. 

The magazine cited an unidentified port official as saying that North Korean ships have docked there in 
the past. The magazine's in-depth coverage of Myanmar has been generally reliable in the past. 

South Korean television network YTN reported Sunday that the ship was streaming toward Myanmar but 
said the vessel appeared to be carrying missiles and related parts. The report cited an unidentified 
intelligence source in South Korea. 

Kim Jin-moo, an analyst at Seoul's state-run Korea Institute for Defense Analyses, said the North is 
believed to have sold guns, artillery and other small weapons to Myanmar but not missiles, which it has 
been accused of exporting to Iran and Syria. 

The U.N. sanctions, which toughen an earlier arms embargo against North Korea, ban the country from 
exporting all weapons and weapons-related material, meaning any weapons shipment to Myanmar would 
violate the resolution. 

The Security Council resolution calls on all 192 U.N. member states to inspect North Korean vessels on 
the high seas "if they have information that provides reasonable grounds to believe that the cargo" 
contains banned weapons or material to make them. But that requires approval from the North. 

If the North refuses to give approval, it must direct the vessel "to an appropriate and convenient port for 
the required inspection by the local authorities." 

North Korea, however, is unlikely to allow any inspection of its cargo, making an interception unlikely, said 
Hong Hyun-ik, an analyst at the Sejong Institute think tank outside Seoul. 

A senior U.S. military official told The Associated Press on Friday that a Navy ship, the USS John S. 
McCain, is relatively close to the North Korean vessel but had no orders to intercept it. The official spoke 
on condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the issue. 

Any chance for an armed skirmish between the two ships is low, analysts say, though the North Korean 
crew is possibly armed with rifles. 

"It's still a cargo ship. A cargo ship can't confront a warship," said Baek Seung-joo of the Korea Institute 
for Defense Analyses. 

Tension on the Korean peninsula has been running high since the North's May 25 nuclear test, with 
Pyongyang and Washington exchanging near-daily accusations against each other. 

President Barack Obama assured Americans in an interview broadcast Monday that the U.S. is prepared 
for any move North Korea might make amid media reports that Pyongyang is planning a long-range 
missile test in early July. 

"This administration — and our military — is fully prepared for any contingencies," Obama said during an 
interview with CBS News' "The Early Show." 

Still, ever defiant, North Korea declared itself a "proud nuclear power" and warned Monday that it would 
strike if provoked. 



"As long as our country has become a proud nuclear power, the U.S. should take a correct look at whom 
it is dealing with," the country's main Rodong Sinmun said in commentary. "It would be a grave mistake 
for the U.S. to think it can remain unhurt if it ignites the fuse of war on the Korean peninsula." 

Associated Press writer Grant Peck in Bangkok and Jae-soon Chang in Seoul contributed to this report. 

-------------------- 

North Korean vessel exposes Pyongyang-Naypyitaw axi s  
Mizzima - 22 June 2009 

by Mungpi     

New Delhi - As the United States continues to track a North Korean frigate off the coast of China, analysts 
are calling for closer inspection of the vessel in order to confirm suspected military to military ties between 
the two estranged Asian nations. 

A Burmese military analyst said today the United States should request permission to search on board 
the North Korean ship, the Kang Nam, tracked by the US Navy since shortly after leaving port in its home 
country on Wednesday. 

Htay Aung, a researcher at the Thailand-based Network for Democracy and Development (NDD), 
remarked, “If the vessel is confirmed to be the Kang Nam, then it should be searched as it is highly likely 
to carry weapons meant for Burma.” 

Htay Aung, who has closely followed earlier incidences of the Kang Nam harboring at Rangoon’s Thilawa 
Port, said North Korea and Burma maintain a secret arms trade at least partly facilitated by the travels of 
the Kang Nam. 

The U.S. Navy destroyer U.S.S. McCain is tracking the North Korean freighter, suspected of carrying 
missiles and related material, and has reportedly requested permission from headquarters to conduct a 
search of the ship. 

North Korea, which recently conducted a missile test as well as a May 25th nuclear test, is under 
revamped United Nations sanctions which includes a complete ban on the import and export of weapons 
and allows ships suspected of carrying arms to be stopped and requested for permission to be searched. 

On Sunday, a South Korean News Agency, YTN, citing unidentified intelligence sources, reported that the 
Kang Nam vessel is heading towards Burma, which is also subject to a U.S. and European Union’s arms 
embargo. 

Htay Aung said the Kang Nam, one of five similar ships North Korea uses in its weapons trade, has been 
previously spotted at Burmese ports. 

In May 2007, Burma’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs issued a statement which they circulated among 
diplomats and embassies in Burma saying a North Korean vessel, the Kang Nam I, had been allowed to 
harbor at Rangoon’s Thilawa Port on humanitarian grounds. 

The statement said the vessel was allowed to harbor on humanitarian grounds as the vessel developed 
engine trouble while in Burmese coastal waters.  

Inspection by Burmese authorities later reportedly found nothing suspicious, the statement added. 

Similarly, Burmese authorities permitted another North Korean cargo ship, the MV Bong Hoafan, to 
anchor at a port in November 2006 under similar circumstances. Burmese authorities also announced 
then that they had conducted an inspection and "found no suspicious material or military equipment" on 
board. 

“If the Kang Nam reaches the Burmese shore, the junta will make a similar statement as earlier made. But 
we know that North Korea and Burma have secret relations,” Htay Aung said. 

Citing sources within the military establishment and civilians close to the military, Htay Aung said he has 
been aware that the Burmese junta is secretly working for the development of a nuclear arsenal. 

http://mizzima.com/news/regional/2340-north-korean-vessel-exposes-pyongyang-naypyitaw-axis.html


Though it might be still a long way off for the Burmese regime to reach the stage of weaponry in their 
nuclear development, Htay Aung said with countries like North Korea assisting the regime, it might not be 
impossible. 

“North Korea is already mostly isolated and they are looking at Burma as a regime of their own kind. So, it 
might not be too difficult for the regime to get the necessary expertise from North Korea," he said, adding 
that the continued thawing of Naypyitaw-Pyongyang relations is quite alarming. 

In April 2007, North Korea and Burma restored diplomatic ties after a break of 24 years following an 
assassination attempt in Rangoon by North Korean Agents targeting visiting South Korean President 
Chun Doo-Hwan. 

But analysts said both countries have been working to restore relations for some time now, with former 
Burmese Foreign Minister Win Aung, purged along with Military Intelligence Chief and then Prime Minister 
Khin Nyunt in November 2004, both secretly paying visits to North Korea. 

According to an email message from Roland Watson, who closely monitors Burma’s defense 
developments for the U.S.-based Dictator Watch, the United States has fair knowledge about the 
Burmese regime’s nuclear ambitions and their activities but has withheld information. 

“By identifying the Kang Nam and its cargo of missile components, the United States has demonstrated 
that it is well informed about these relationships,” he said. 

He called on the U.S. government to reveal the information they have on the Burmese regime’s nuclear 
ambitions and their secret activities in trying to develop a nuclear weapon. 

Under Section 10 of the Tom Lantos Block Burmese JADE (Junta's Anti-Democratic Efforts) Act of 2008, 
the State Department is required to prepare a report on military and intelligence aid to Burma. Subsection 
3 of the Act covers weapons of mass destruction (WMD). 

This report, under the terms of the Act, should have been made publicly available by the end of January, 
but the State Department has to date failed to come up with the report, Watson explained. 

Meanwhile, Htay Aung said unless the frigate is thoroughly checked before it arrives off the Burmese 
coast, its cargo may never be known for certain. 

Sanctions enacted against North Korea, though, specify force may not be used to board a vessel on the 
high seas in order to inspect its cargo. Consequently, if the Kang Nam is able to reach Burmese territorial 
waters without stopping en route then it may prove impossible for the United States to conduct an 
inspection without violating international law. 

However, if, as some analysts suspect, the Kang Nam is due to call on port in Singapore prior to visiting 
Burma then the United States can request Singaporean authorities to conduct a search of the boat prior 
to permitting the vessel's onward travel.  

 -------------------- 

U.N. envoy en route to Rangoon ahead of boss's visi t  
Mizzima - 22 June 2009 

by Larry Jagan     

Bangkok - United Nations Special Envoy Ibrahim Gambari is scheduled to arrive in Burma later this week 
to pave the way for the proposed visit of U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon in early July. 

The U.N. diplomat’s trip is expected to start on Friday, according to a Burmese government official. “It will 
be a short visit to discuss the national reconciliation process and make arrangements for Mr. Ban’s visit,” 
the official said on condition of anonymity. 

U.N. officials, when contacted, were not prepared to discuss the visit, only saying that nothing can be 
confirmed at this stage. Other sources, though, said Gambari’s trip was already being planned and was 
very likely to go ahead as scheduled. Several diplomats in Rangoon told Mizzima that while nothing is yet 
confirmed, they expect to see the U.N. Envoy arrive towards the end of the week. 

http://www.mizzima.com/news/world/2339--un-envoy-en-route-to-rangoon-ahead-of-bosss-visit.html


“If Ban Ki-moon is coming to Burma in July then Gambari – as his Special Envoy – would have to lay the 
groundwork for the visit,” a Western diplomat in Rangoon told Mizzima, declining to be identified. 

Asian diplomatic sources believe that Ban will travel to Burma from June 30th to July 2nd immediately 
after his scheduled visit to Tokyo to meet government leaders and leading business people. His itinerary 
after that is undecided but a visit to Burma is a "possibility," U.N. spokeswoman Michelle Montas told 
journalists in New York on Friday. 

Publicly, U.N. officials will only confirm the Secretary General has yet to make up his mind. Privately, 
however, many diplomats who have good contact with Ban have told Mizzima over the last two weeks 
that he is very keen to go. The UN chief has been invited to visit Burma in July, according to Burmese 
government officials who say they have yet to receive a reply to the invitation. 

It is expected the U.N. Envoy is going to be carrying the formal response with him – in the form of a letter 
from Ban Ki-moon to General Than Shwe, the junta’s top general. As yet it is unclear whether Gambari 
will meet the senior general this time – as on many previous visits the junta leader has refused to see 
him. 

The U.N. boss is unlikely to go to Burma without some kind of offer from the top general. Most diplomats 
in Rangoon believe the Secretary General’s expectations will be laid out during Gambari’s trip. Two 
weeks ago Ban Ki-moon told journalists at U.N. headquarters in New York: "When the time is appropriate 
and conditions are ripe, as I said many times, I'm ready to visit Myanmar [Burma]. I'm working on that 
now." 

Ban Ki-moon last visited Burma in late May 2008 in the wake of the devastation caused by Cyclone 
Nargis and chaired the donors’ meeting in Rangoon which provided crucial aid for Burma’s cyclone 
victims and the country’s subsequent reconstruction plans. 

During that visit the U.N. Secretary General had a one-hour meeting with Than Shwe in which there was 
reportedly a frank and friendly discussion, according to Burmese military sources. Officially, Ban Ki-moon 
has insisted that only humanitarian issues were discussed during that trip as that was the precondition for 
the visit. 

However during their talk Than Shwe asked the UN chief what he thought about the country’s “roadmap 
to democracy.” And the Secretary General seized on the opportunity to urge the junta leader to make the 
national reconciliation process transparent and inclusive – iterating that the National League for 
Democracy must be allowed to contest the elections in 2010 for them to be credible. He also told General 
Than Shwe that all political prisoners, including Aung San Suu Kyi, should be released as soon as 
possible, according to U.N. officials close to Ban Ki-moon. 

As the discussion came to an end, according to someone at the meeting, Than Shwe slapped his thigh 
and said this was the best and most frank conversation he has ever had with a foreigner. Ban Ki-moon is 
hoping that he will be able personally to build on the rapport that was established between the two men 
during their exchange last May.  

Apart from personally taking his boss’s response to the generals, Gambari also now has the monumental 
task of preparing what he often in the past has called the “modalities of the visit.” Ban Ki-moon of course 
has already made the key issues clear: "Promoting democratization, including the release of Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi and other political prisoners, has been one of my top priorities and it will continue to be my 
top priority," Ban recently told journalists. 

Of course both Gambari and Ban are likely to be visiting Burma during the ongoing trial of detained 
opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi, also scheduled to resume on Friday. She has been charged with 
breaking the terms of her house arrest last month by allowing an American to swim across the lake 
behind her house and permitting him to come inside and providing him with food and drink. If convicted 
she faces five years in jail.  

Her fate may decide whether Ban does continue on to Burma after Japan. Gambari is expected to 
discuss this with the junta’s leaders on this visit. He is also likely to be looking at the upcoming general 
election, the first since 1990, scheduled for next year. Another regime concession may be publication of 



the crucial electoral law. “We expect Gambari to be the first to be shown the document that has been 
drawn up months, if not a year, ago,” said a Western diplomat based in Rangoon.  

Gambari will fly on to Tokyo early next week after his short visit to Burma to convey the junta’s response 
to the U.N. chief, according to U.N. insiders. While this may be Gambari’s eighth and final visit to Burma 
as the U.N. Special Envoy to the troubled Southeast Asian country, it may yet prove to be his most 
crucial. 

-------------------- 

Russia Rejects Pressuring Burma   
Irrawaddy - 22 June 2009  

By Lawi Weng 

The Russia Foreign Ministry Department in Moscow has rejected using political and economic pressure to 
influence the Burmese government, said Moscow’s Itar-Tass Russian News Agency on Sunday.   

According to the news website, www. itar-tass.com, the Russia Foreign Ministry Department said that 
Russia opposed attempts to internationalize the internal situation in Burma as it did not endanger peace 
and security in the region or in the world at large.  

“In our opinion, the political and economic pressure on that country is counterproductive, as it enhances 
isolationist feelings of the Myanmar military and exacerbates the [poor] socioeconomic position of 
citizens,” the department said. 

A Russian diplomat in Thailand, who participated at the forum on Burma held at Chulalongkorn University 
on the anniversary of Aung San Suu Kyi’s 64th birthday on Friday, June 19, said, “We don’t see Burma as 
a threat and danger to world security.” 

He also rejected Burmese activists’ calls on the UN to isolate the Burmese military government from the 
world.  

The Russian Foreign Ministry Department said that they hoped the trial of Burma’s opposition leader Suu 
Kyi would be unbiased and strictly comply with national laws and humanitarian standards, and that it 
would take into account international opinion. 

Suu Kyi is being charged by the Burmese government and held in Rangoon’s Insein prison on charges of 
violating her house arrest after an American man swam to her lakeside home. If she is found guilty, she 
could be sentenced to five years in prison. She has already served more than 13 years in detention under 
house arrest.  

Meanwhile, Burmese activists and the international community have called on the UN to put more 
pressure on the Burmese government to release Suu Kyi. The activists have also called for Asean to 
suspend Burma as a member of the organization.  

Russia has kept a strong relationship with the Burmese military, and several thousand Burmese military 
officials and technicians have studied in Russia. 

In 2007, Russia’s federal nuclear agency, Rosatom, announced they were collaborating in the 
construction of a 10 megawatt nuclear reactor in Burma. According to the Russians and the Burmese, the 
small reactor could only be used for the production of isotopes for use in the medical, agricultural and 
industrial sectors. 

Russia and China, who are permanent members of the UN Security Council, have opposed putting the 
Burma issue on the agenda at the UN Security Council. 

The two countries have kept strong relationships with the Burmese government and have rarely criticized 
the Burmese government.  

However, China recently told Burmese junta No.2 Gen Maung Aye to promote democracy in the country 
when he visited China last week. 

-------------------- 
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Activists call on India to release jailed ‘Freedom Fighters’   
Mizzima - 22 June 2009 

by Mungpi     

New Delhi – Twenty-one Burmese activists were briefly detained by Bangladesh police on Monday for 
holding a demonstration in front of the Indian Embassy in Dhaka demanding the immediate release of 34 
Burmese rebels currently lodged in an Indian jail and facing trial. 

The activists, who were later released in the evening, call on the Indian government to immediately 
release the 34 ethnic Karen and Arakanese rebels as they are ‘Freedom Fighters’ and not insurgents or 
gun-runners. 

“We were calling for the release of the 34 Burmese Freedom Fighters in front of the Indian Embassy. We 
were shouting slogans but the police came and took us away,” Kan Myint, Secretary 2 of the All Arakan 
Student and Youth Congress (AASYC), the group organising the protest, told Mizzima from the police 
station. 

The protest rally was conducted as part of the ‘Global Day of Action’ for the release of the 34 Burmese 
rebels, who were arrested by Indian authorities in February 1998. As part of the campaign, activists held 
demonstrations in Thailand, Bangladesh, Australia, Germany, Sweden and the UK. 

The 34 Burmese rebels, members of the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and National Unity Party 
of Arakan (NUPA), armed groups fighting against the Burmese junta, were arrested on Landfall Island of 
the Andaman and Nicobar Islands by Indian authorities during a joint military exercise known as 
“Operation Leech” in February 1998. 

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), acting as the prosecution, has charged the rebels for gun-
running, but the rebels say they were tricked by an Indian intelligence officer who promised them a base 
in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands in return for monitoring Chinese naval activities. 

They were subsequently detained on Andaman Island for more than eight years without any legal charge-
sheet filed. But in October 2006, after an appeal by human rights lawyer Nandita Haksar, the Supreme 
Court ordered a transfer to Kolkata and the conduct of a day-to-day trial. 

On Monday, the court in Kolkata was supposed to have resumed the trial but Akshya Kumar Sharma, one 
of the defense counsels, said the judge instead adjourned court and fixed the next hearing for August 3. 

According to the defense team, the 34 rebels, if found guilty, could be further detained and face 
deportation. Moreover, even if they are proved innocent, since they are foreigners they are still vulnerable 
to deportation unless granted asylum under the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and 
accepted by a third country for protection. 

Activists and campaigners have expressed concern that if they are deported to Burma it would be like 
sending them to the gallows to meet their end, and call on the Indian government to immediately release 
them and allow them to resettle in a third country. 

“This global day of action is to call on the Indian government to end the trial, release the freedom fighters 
and allow them to resettle in a third country,” May Pearl Tun of the Karen Community Association UK said 
in a statement. 

“Laws concerning terrorists should not be used against these people who have engaged only for their 
right of freedom for their country. This case is damaging India’s reputation. Today’s day of action is the 
start of a new global campaign for justice,” said the letter submitted by activists to Indian Embassies in six 
countries. 

The Czech Republic and East Timor previously expressed their willingness to accept the freedom fighters 
into their countries.    

Additional information contributed by Salai Pi Pi & Niang Boi 

-------------------- 
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Suu Kyi thanks supporters for birthday wishes   
Mizzima - 23 June 2009 

by Phanida     

Chiang Mai - Burma’s opposition leader and Nobel Peace Prize winner Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has 
thanked the thousands of people both at home and abroad who wished her a ‘Happy 64th Birthday’ on 
June 19, which she spent confined in Rangoon's Insein Prison. 

The Burmese pro-democracy leader, during a meeting with her lawyers on Monday, conveyed her sincere 
gratitude to all supporters and well-wishers for remembering her on her birthday and wishing her good 
health. 

Nyan Win, one of her lawyers as well as her party’s spokesperson, relayed the following message on her 
behalf, “As I am in no place to personally reply to all those who wish me well on my birthday, please 
convey my gratitude to all on my behalf.” 

On Friday, June 19, as the Burma’s democracy icon turned 64, supporters, activists and well-wishers both 
inside Burma and abroad held various activities to mark her birthday and to call for her release. Birthday 
activities ranged from simple protests rallies to solidarity concerts and internet messaging. 

World leaders including British Prime Minister Gordon Brown as well as celebrities including David 
Beckham and Julia Roberts sent a 64-word birthday message through the website 64wordsforsuu.com, 
created explicitly for the occasion. 

The birthday wishes and activities calling for the release of Aung San Suu Kyi came as the Burmese 
opposition leader is facing trial in Insein prison under charges of breaching her detention law, which could 
find her spending another five years under detention if convicted. 

On Monday, her legal team of four lawyers – Nyan Win, Kyi Win, Hla Myo Myint and Daw Khin Htay Kywe 
– was allowed a meeting with her in Insein Prison for about three hours to discuss the case and ongoing 
trial. 

Nyan Win, however, declined to explain further details of their discussion. 

Last week, the High Court accepted an appeal by her lawyers to review an earlier ruling to bar two out of 
the four defense witnesses. Arguments for the inclusion of all defense witnesses are scheduled to be 
heard tomorrow. 

Meanwhile, the case against Aung San Suu Kyi is currently set to reconvene on Friday with the testimony 
of the second defense.  

-------------------- 

KNLA Brigade 7 HQ Falls—Thailand Repatriates Refuge es  
Irrawaddy – 22 June 2009  

By Saw Yan Naing 

A joint force of Burmese army troops and soldiers of the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA) seized 
the headquarters of the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) Brigade 7 on Sunday, its most important 
victory in a weeks-long offensive in the Burmese-Thai border area, 

As fighting raged, Karen sources said the Thai authorities are forcibly repatriating refugees who had fled 
to Thailand. 

The fall of the brigade headquarters of the Karen National Union (KNU) military wing was confirmed by 
Maj Hla Ngwe, joint secretary (1) of the KNU, who said KNLA forces would now resort to “guerrilla 
tactics.” only one KNLA Brigade 7 base remained intact, he said. 

Hla Ngwe said seven soldiers of the attacking force had died when the assault on the Brigade 7 
headquarters began on June 19. 

KNU sources say the KNLA’s Brigade 7 has also lost three battalion bases—21, 22 and 101. Half of the 
battalion 202 base has also been taken. 
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Hla Ngwe said the loss of the KNLA Brigade 7 headquarters could have an effect on the work of Burmese 
opposition organizations based in the Thai border town of Mae Sot.  

About 4,000 Karen refugees have fled to Thailand since the offensive began in the first week of June. 
Many are being forced by the Thai authorities to return to Burma, according to local sources. 

The Karen Women Organization (KWO) issued a statement on Monday saying it was deeply concerned 
about the repatriation of Karen families from Tha Song Yang in Thailand’s Tak Province, and appealing 
for international action to help the refugees. 

Aid groups, including the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, and Thai authorities are now 
discussing the problem.       

 KWO Secretary Dah Eh Kler said: “Thai authorities should at least wait and assess the situation. Forcing 
these people to return during the rainy season and to places where they still have every reason to fear for 
their lives is inhuman and a violation of their rights.”   

The KWO said the repatriated Karen faced human rights abuses and even death.  
“Women are vulnerable to rape if they are forced to return,” said the KWO statement, drawing attention to 
the rape and murder last week of two young Karen women by Burmese soldiers.   

The two women, aged 17 and 18, were caught by Burmese army soldiers in Kwee Law Plo village in Pa-
an district when their husbands fled into the jungle. The soldiers, from Infantry Battalion 205, raped and 
then murdered the women, one of whom was pregnant and the other was the mother of a six-months-old 
baby. 

-------------------- 

Thai authorities tell Karen refugees to go home  
DVB - 22 June 2009 

Karen refugees in Thailand are reportedly being told by Thai authorities to return to their homes in Burma, 
despite concerns that many villages near the border are littered with landmines. 

Around 4000 Karen have fled Burma in recent weeks as a Burmese army offensive against the opposition 
Karen National Union (KNU) has intensified.  

The European Union has called for the Burmese government to comply with international humanitarian 
law regarding the offensive, amid reports that Karen villagers still in the conflict zone were being forcibly 
recruited into the Burmese army. 

Thailand has so far remained quiet on the issue, despite the Burmese government mouthpiece New Light 
of Myanmar newspaper accusing the Thai government of providing “fertile soils to [Burmese] insurgent 
groups”. 

The Karen Women’s Organisation (KWO) today released a statement saying they are “very concerned” 
about the possibility of forced repatriation because of what awaits the villagers upon their return. 

“The local [Thai] authorities just come to the people and asked them to go back” said KWO secretary, 
Dah Eh Kler.  

According to the KWO, Karen villagers face the prospect of being forced to walk in front of troop patrols 
as minesweeper, while rape of women is a real threat: last week two Karen women, both teenagers, were 
raped and murdered by the Burmese army. 

“Wherever the Burma army goes there is widespread human rights abuses and rape is just another 
weapon used by them against the people to dominate and control them,” said a spokesperson from the 
Free Burma Rangers (FBR) relief organisation. 

There has been speculation that the reason for such a response by the Thai authorities is due to pressure 
from the Burmese government and Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA), who are fighting alongside 
Burmese troops in the offensive. 

“It would be more likely for it to be the DKBA behind all this,” he said.  

http://www.dvb.no/english/news.php?id=2645


“They basically want those people back in their area of control so they can dominate everyone and force 
them to be human minesweepers [and be used for] forced labour.” 

There are also suggestions that the DKBA will force villagers to help them with their new role as border 
guards. 

“Now SPDC asked DKBA to become border guard, they need to recruit [and] if our people go back, they 
will be forced to become army” said Dah Eh Kler.  

Reports last week stated that the DKBA and Burmese army had ceased firing mortars, some of which had 
landed on Thai soil.  

Some are skeptical however as to how long the ceasefire will last, with “absolutely no guarantee that the 
DKBA won’t again restart attacking their own people,” according to the FBR spokesperson. 

KWO meanwhile have described conditions that refugees are currently living as “very hard”.  

There have been mixed reports about whether there is sufficient food, although KWO confirmed that 
diarrhea is prevalent, while “most people are suffering from malaria”.  

Reporting by Daniella Nayu  

-------------------- 

Micro Credit in USDA’s Election Plan   
Irrawaddy - 22 June 2009  

By Wai Moe 

The Union Solidarity and Development Association (USDA), a mass organization backed by the Burmese 
military junta, has expanded its micro credit projects across the country ahead of the 2010 elections.  

Sources close to the USDA said that the organization has increased funding for micro loans for farmer in 
rural areas of Rangoon Division and other parts of the country.  

“In the Eastern District of Rangoon Division, the USDA have loaned Kyat 50,000 (about US $ 50) per acre 
to farmers. The project started at the beginning of this monsoon season,” a source said. He added the 
loan project is a part of the plan by the military backed political party to win people’s hearts and minds in 
the coming elections.  

Although micro credit has been given to farmers in some areas for the first time this season, the USDA 
has been making loans in other parts of Burma for at least two years.   

“In Taikkyi Township, Rangoon Division, small loans have been given to farmers for two years. The 
farmers got Kyat 50,000 for per acre of rice field in the first year, but got more the second year,” said a 
USDA member in the township.  

The micro credit project has given more public relations space to the junta-backed USDA. The pro-junta 
organization has had a bad name since their participation in the 2003 Depayin Massacre, which brutally 
ambushed pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi’s motorcade, and the September 2007 crackdown 
on demonstrators. 

The military junta is allowing the USDA to become involved in rural social development projects ahead of 
the elections scheduled for 2010. Such projects include road building roads, plant propagation, provision 
of educational and medical facilities upcountry, performing relief work in the Irrawaddy delta after Cyclone 
Nargis, as well as providing micro credit.  

Though the USDA is not the official ruling party in Burma, USDA leaders often meet with foreign 
delegations on a party to party basis.  

In early June, Htay Oo, general secretary of the USDA, attended a North Korean film event in Rangoon, 
which marked the 45th anniversary of the North Korean leader Kim Jong Il’s seat on the central 
committee of the ruling Worker’s Party of Korea.  

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16147


Though the junta has yet to announce the election date officially, the leaders of the USDA have been 
campaigning across the country.  

The junta’s mouthpiece, The New Light of Myanmar reported on Monday that an executive leader of the 
USDA, Burmese Information Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan, met more than 23,000 people in Saw 
Township, Magway Division in central Burma last week—observers believe this kind of trip is a part of the 
election campaign. 

-------------------- 

Amid Myanmar's Gloom, Pro Soccer Gives Locals a Cha nce to Cheer   
Wall Street Journal - 23 June 2009 

By A WSJ Staff Reporter  

Under the Police State's Watchful Eye, Fans Brave Monsoons, Vendors Hawk Betel Nuts 

YANGON, Myanmar -- On a recent stormy evening here, a soccer player fired the winning goal to give his 
team, Okkthar United, a 2-1 victory over Delta United. Running with his arms outstretched, he veered 
towards the sidelines while thousands of fans screamed and smashed cymbals and drums. 

Public displays of emotion are uncommon in Myanmar, a secretive police state. It's technically illegal for 
more than five people to gather in one place, and while the rule is selectively enforced, many residents 
live in fear they're being watched by military intelligence. 

But little of that seems to matter on game days of the Myanmar National League, the country's first 
professional soccer league and a rare local experiment in free expression. Launched in May, it features 
eight teams, players from as far as the Ivory Coast, Cameroon and Argentina, and the ever-present 
watchful eye of Myanmar's military machine. 

Most player salaries range from $200 to $1,000 a month. The Man of the Match -- awarded for each 
game's top performer -- gets the equivalent of $500. By comparison, Spanish club Real Madrid just 
offered $131 million to attract Portuguese star Cristiano Ronaldo. 

Yet pro soccer -- or football as it's more widely known in Asia -- has stirred up passion in this grim city, 
which has suffered years of neglect since the military took over in 1962. The season opener featured a 
ceremony at Yangon's Thuwanna Stadium attended by the prime minister, hip-hop artists and a phalanx 
of armed soldiers with riot gear. Scalpers reportedly sold tickets for ten times their $1 face value. 

At another weekday afternoon game, as many as 10,000 fans and soldiers braved monsoon rains to pack 
Yangon's other big stadium, named after the father of famed dissident Aung San Suu Kyi. Other games 
have drawn similar crowds. Fans show up by the busload toting noisemakers, while hundreds of armed 
soldiers mingle through the crowd, or stand on the sidelines. 

"I wanted my children to see this," said Kyin Htay, a paint importer, who sat next to his three young boys -
- and multiple soldiers -- while hawkers sold betel nuts nearby. With any luck, he said, the league could 
help Myanmar develop the talent to compete on a global stage, despite stiff Western sanctions that make 
it an international pariah. Myanmar's national team ranks 155th, according to FIFA, global soccer's 
governing body, below St. Vincent and the Grenadines, but better than Samoa. Spain is ranked first; the 
U.S. is 14th. Several teams are tied for last place, at 202. 

Soccer has had a political edge in Myanmar -- formerly known as Burma -- in the past. In the days when 
George Orwell worked there, as a colonial police officer before World War II, residents cheered against 
English teams to show disrespect for the colonial power. In more recent years, fans booed teams that had 
members of Myanmar's despised but powerful military. 

Intellectuals dismiss the new league as a ploy by the junta to distract people from Myanmar's deepening 
economic and political problems, including the ongoing trial of Ms. Suu Kyi, a Nobel laureate. The U.S. 
suspects Myanmar is about to receive a weapons shipment from a North Korean ship now being 
monitored by the U.S. Navy. Foreign diplomats and others say teams are controlled by oligarchs with ties 
to the military. 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124570662948438629.html?mod=googlenews_wsj


According to local media reports and the Myanmar Football Federation, the owner of Yangon United is 
Tay Za, a tycoon whose empire has ranged from gems trading to a local airline; the U.S. blacklisted Mr. 
Tay Za and family members in 2007 and froze their assets because of ties to the junta. Attempts to reach 
Mr. Tay Za were unsuccessful, but he has denied allegations against him in the past, including a posting 
on his airline's Web site in which he says he has been unfairly targeted by a "surging stream of damaging 
misinformation." 

Soccer was first brought to Myanmar in the 1870s by Sir J. George Scott, an adventurer and onetime war 
correspondent. Enthusiasm for the sport continued after the Burmese booted out the British in the 1940s. 
The country built up one of Asia's most formidable programs, with its national team winning regional 
championships in the 1960s and 1970s. Junta leaders viewed the team as way of bolstering national 
pride, and reminded citizens in state-run newspapers that supporting soccer was a way of expressing 
patriotism. 

But as Myanmar's economy sank under international sanctions and the military's neglect, the country's 
soccer prowess waned. By the 1990s, the national team was often a source of embarrassment, and in 
2000, it abruptly withdrew from qualifying matches for the World Cup 2002 -- a retreat for which it offered 
no explanation at the time. International soccer authorities then disqualified the team from the 2006 Cup 
as well. 

As the national team fizzled, fans had to settle for amateur league games played by squads linked to 
government departments, with names such as "Central Supply and Transport Depot" and "Forestry." 

The new league aims to change that. In an email, Ko Soe Moe, a spokesman for the Myanmar Football 
Federation, said the league was created because "Myanmar football needs to change to professional to 
get more achievements in international competitions." He also said the league wants "to "create 
entertainment for local fans." 

According to the group's Web site, its executive committee includes officials from government offices, 
businessmen and people with ties to the military. 

The league -- whose slogan is "For the League -- For the Nation" -- features an initial tournament ending 
July 5, with a full season expected as early as next year. Most players are from Myanmar, but several 
teams have a handful of imports. 

Much of the action is slow, and daily downpours, common in Yangon this time of year, turn many games 
into mudfests. But there are also moments of drama and skill. "Football in this manner could only be seen 
before" in European leagues, said Soe Moe, a furniture salesman who attends matches. 

Members of Myanmar's online community -- at times a forum for antigovernment commentary -- also 
approve. "Magway is rocking," noted one chat-room participant, about league-leading Magway FC, which 
represents part of central Myanmar. 

Many players have become local celebrities, especially foreigners. The foreign players spend time 
hanging out in hotels, where they live. Reached by phone in his room one recent day, Fernando Rojas, 
an Argentine player for Delta United FC, said people in Myanmar were "very agreeable," but added, 
"there isn't much to do here." 

His teammate, 24-year-old Rodrigo Gomez, said he was gratified to see locals wearing Argentine jerseys 
in the stands. "For some of the players, it's their first time playing professionally, so maybe they have to 
learn some things," he said. "We come from Argentina; maybe we're experienced in playing in different 
countries." 

Politics are off-limits on the field, though, he said. "We know that the army has control," but "we just come 
here and talk about football." 

-------------------- 

Tough job for Burma Army to wipe out Wa  
SHAN - 22 June 2009  

Hseng Khio Fah  

http://www.shanland.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2625:tough-job-for-burma-army-to-wipe-out-wa-&catid=85:politics&Itemid=266


Since the junta’s transforming into border security force proposal was rejected by almost all the ceasefire 
groups, its military has been in preparation to break the groups militarily, especially the United Wa State 
Army (UWSA), according to SHAN sources.  

However, wiping off the United Wa State Army (UWSA) is easier said than done, says a veteran border 
watcher.  

“It is not easy for the Burma Army to break the Wa even though they [junta] possess heavy weapons,” he 
said. “For one thing, the Wa could join hands with the Shan State Army (SSA) ‘South’. Then the war 
would not be over in a short time.”  

According to him, there are many reasons why the Burma Army is unlikely to enjoy an easy win over the 
Wa:   

• In combat, a Burma Army infantry battalion has only 156 soldiers 
• More officers than men, for example, the Defense Service Academy (DSA) alone produces 3,000 each 
year 
• There are no effective proxies to fight against the Wa in Shan State like the Democratic Karen Buddhist 
Army (DKBA) against the Karen National Union (KNU) in Karen State 
• Inadequate food and supplies for its soldiers  
• Since 1989, the Tatmadaw has become a fundraising force instead of being a fighting force  

Latest report says two tactical operations commands (TOCs) from Light Infantry Divisions (LID) #66 and 
77 both based in Pegu division are due to arrive in July in Mongton and Monghsat townships, opposite 
Chiangmai province, a local source said.  

Earlier this month, the Kalaw based LID #55 was reported to be moving to Piangkham, Monghsat 
township, opposite Chiangmai’s Mae Ai district. But now it is likely to be dispatched to Mongyang and 
Mongkhark areas surrounding the northern Wa territory on the Sino-Burma border.  

-------------------- 

KIO campaigns over 'known-result'   
Kachin News Group - 22 June 2009 

The 'Known-Result' --- where the people of Kachin State have rejected the Burmese junta’s proposal of 
transforming the Kachin Independence Army (KIA), the armed-ring of KIO into a battalion of 'Border 
Guard Force' is being widely spread in a campaign by the Kachin Independence Organization (KIO), one 
of largest ethnic ceasefire groups in the country. 

The special campaign has been launched by the KIO to explain the pressure by the junta on the KIA to 
transform at both the organizational level and among the Kachin public in Kachin State and Northeast 
Shan State since early this month, said KIO leaders. 

The people in the political-wing of the KIO are taking the responsibility of presenting the campaigns which 
is month-long and will be concluded this month. 

The campaign is also being organized not only in the areas controlled  by KIO/A--- Eastern, Northern and 
Western regions of Kachin State and Southern region in Northeast Shan State but also in the areas under 
the administration of the junta in Kachin and Shan States, said KIO officials in Laiza headquarters on the 
Sino-Burma border in Kachin State.  

On June 15, during the campaign in Tang Hpre village, 27 miles north of Myitkyina  under the 
administration of the junta, the people were not allowed a question-answer session with KIO presenters. 
They were asked to send their written suggestions to the KIO central committee, said local participants. 

The KIO-sought suggestion is only about facts which may help the KIO during the dialogue between the 
junta and KIO delegates over the question of transforming KIA as a battalion of a 'Border Guard Force', 
added participants. 

The campaign was joined by over 60 people including local elders, pastors, preachers, and ordinary 
residents in Tang Hpre and villages between Nawng Nang, 10 miles north of Myitkyina and Tang Hpre, 
said local villagers. 

http://bnionline.net/news/kng/6542-kio-campaigns-over-known-result.html


In the Tang Hpre campaign, the three KIO presenters are being led by Salang Kaba Lajawng Hkawng 
Lum, head of Department of General Administration (DGA) of KIO. 

Dr. Manam Tu Ja, Vice-President No. 2 of KIO said suggestions will be garnered from the people in the 
organizations (KIO/KIA) and from the Kachin public in the country and abroad. The KIO central committee 
will decide whether the KIA will be converted to a guard force or not based on the suggestions. 

Dr. Tu Ja said that the KIO/A has always sought the Kachin public's suggestion as much as possible 
throughout the political history of KIO/A. 

He said the KIO/A sought suggestions first from the Kachin people before they started an armed struggle 
for secession on February 5, 1961; before changing its stance to the demand for a self-determined state 
without seceding from the Union in 1976; before signing the ceasefire agreement with the junta in 
February 24, 1994 and before the KIO attended the junta-convened National Convention on drafting the 
country's new constitution in 2004. 

Now, the KIO/A is asking for suggestions from all Kachins before the central committee arrives at a 
decision on the transformation of the KIA proposed by the junta, Dr. Tu Ja added. 

Old Kachin politicians and elders in Kachin State said, the KIO leaders generally ignore the people's 
suggestion after seeking suggestions from them. 

The KIO leaders were condemned by the Kachin people because they whole heartedly supported the 
junta-led National Convention on drafting the country's new constitution which concluded in 2007. It also 
approved the new constitution in a referendum in May, 2008 against the Kachin people's wishes. 

The Kachin people think that the junta's pressure on the KIA to transform is the result of the KIO 
supporting the National Convention and the Referendum. 

-------------------- 

Banks skim money from Burmese farmers  
DVB – 23 June 2009 

The Burmese government’s agricultural bank is skimming money from agricultural loans for farmers and 
using it in their own loan sharking ventures, say the opposition National League for Democracy party. 

The government’s central bank offers farmers monthly loans of 10,000 kyat ($US10) per acre of farmland 
through local town-level agricultural banks.  

A member of the Farmer’s Committee of the National League for Democracy (NLD) said that an 
agricultural bank in Rangoon division’s Htantabin town is pocketing a portion of each loan. 

“The bank is cutting 250 kyat out of every 10,000 kyat loan we get for our farms,” said Maung Maung Kyi. 

Htantabin townhsip has about 1200 acres of farmland, while nearby Phyuu township has about 1600 
acres.  

“In total, they gain about 30 million Kyat profit from all the farmlands in the township,” he said, adding that 
other townships were being subject to the scheme. 

According to Maung Maung Kyi, the bank had also been limiting farmers from receiving loans for more 
than 10 acres of farmland per person. 

A source close to the agricultural bank in Bago division’s Nyaung Lay Pin said that bank officials are 
keeping the rest of the money for their own use. 

Normally, agricultural loans are provided by the government’s central bank in accordance with the amount 
of farmland owned by the farmer.  

According to the source, local agricultural banks are setting arbitrary limitations on loans to farmers, and 
pocketing money from loans to those with more than 10 acres. 

“For example; if there are ten farmers in a village and they own 15 acres each, then the bank officials can 
skim 500,000 from the extra acres exceeding the 10 acre limit,” said the source. 

http://english.dvb.no/news.php?id=2648


Loans provided by the government come with very small interest and so officials “can play loan sharking 
[with more interest] with the money they skim”, said the source, before they have to return it to the 
government at the end of harvesting season. 

He also said that officials from Bago’s agricultural bank, working together with local village authorities, are 
forcing farmers to buy fertilizer from them with a elevated price if they want to receive the loan. 

The agricultural banks in Rangoon and Bago divisions were unavailable for comments. 

Reporting by Ahunt Phone Myat  

-------------------- 

Army enlists youths as porters in Mandalay   
Mizzima - 22 June 2009 

by May Kyaw     

Chiang Mai - At least 50 youths hailing from central Burma’s Mandalay division were forcibly enlisted on 
June 1 by the Burmese Army to work as porters to carry military material such as rations and equipment,  
local villagers said. 

Youths, from at least seven villages in Mandalay division’s Thabeikkyin region, known for its gold mines, 
were forcibly enlisted to work as porters to carry army paraphernalia on the evening of June 1. 

“The youths were whisked away in five army trucks. The young men here use to relax at night in 
teashops. The troops arrived suddenly and took them away,” a local told Mizzima over telephone. 

Another local resident revealed, “We have never seen anything like this here in Thabeikkyin town. This is 
the first time such a thing has happened. But people said those taken away came back by shelling out 
100,000 kyat (USD 100) each. About five have reportedly come back.” 

While it is still not clear which battalion of the army had taken them away to wok as porters, locals believe 
that it could the Light Infantry Battalion (LIB) 148, based near Kyuak Hlebe village in Thabeikkyin 
Township. 

Thabiekkyin Township is well known for gold mining activity and it attracts businessmen as well as people 
from other townships including Wutlet, Ayardaw and Thantse.  Many come and work in the mines. 

-------------------- 

Myanmar to host ASEAN meeting on combating transnat ional crime   
Xinhua – 22 June 2009 

YANGON -- Myanmar will host the 9th meeting of senior officials of the Association of the Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) on combating transnational crime in the country's capital Nay Pyi Taw next 
month, the local Weekly Eleven journal reported Monday.  

The three-day meeting at the Office of the Myanmar War Veterans' Association is scheduled from July 1 
to 3. It will be attended by representatives of dialogue partners from China, Japan, South Korea, 
Australia, Russia, the European Union, the United Nations Office on Drug and Crime (UNODC) and some 
other international non-governmental organizations.  

Meanwhile, Myanmar has been stepping up efforts in combating human trafficking. It signed a 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with Thailand in April this year as part of the country's cooperation 
with neighbors in the fight.  

The areas of cooperation under the MoU cover combating all aspects of human trafficking, including 
prevention, protection, rehabilitation, reintegration, law enforcement, justice and developing and 
implementing joint action between the two countries.  

Myanmar has commended the achievements of Myanmar and Thailand along with countries of the 
Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) under the commit MoU as well as other regional mechanism which 
addresses the human trafficking problem, while Thailand is making arrangements to implement the plan 

http://www.mizzima.com/news/inside-burma/2342-army-enlists-youths-as-porters-in-mandalay.html
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-06/22/content_11581976.htm


of action by drafting under the MoU and combating human trafficking problem in cooperation with 
government departments, non-governmental organizations and United Nations agencies.  

Neighboring countries, with which Myanmar is cooperating, include China, India and Bangladesh, 
Thailand as well as the Russian Federation and Vietnam.  

After the promulgation of Myanmar's Prevention of Trafficking in Persons Law in 2005, the taking of 
punitive action against traffickers has stopped many cases of human trafficking, the authorities said, 
adding that measures are also being taken across the country to save those who fall prey to human 
traffickers and to enable the victims to integrate back with their society and to rehabilitate them.  

Myanmar is drafting a national-level five-year plan of eliminating human trade to step up combating the 
crime. The plan covers five sectors -- cooperation through the policy, prevention, taking action, protection 
of the victims and capacity building, according to the Central Committee for Prevention of Trafficking in 
Persons.  

In March 2004, Myanmar joined the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime 
and Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons Especially Women.  

The country also signed a memorandum of understanding of six-member Greater Mekong Subregion 
against trafficking in persons in October 2004. 

-------------------- 

News - ASSK 

EU agrees to step up Myanmar sanctions  
Reuters – 19 June 2009 

BRUSSELS - The European Union agreed on Friday to step up sanctions on Myanmar's military rulers for 
their treatment of opponents, including detained Nobel Prize-winning opposition leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi. 

"Europe agreed today to step up sanctions and take further targeted measures against the Burmese 
regime," British Prime Minister Gordon Brown told a news conference after a summit of the 27 EU 
member states in Brussels. 

Calling Suu Kyi "perhaps now the most renowned prisoner of conscience in the world," he demanded an 
end to her "absurd and contemptible sham trial" and her immediate and unconditional release. 

Brown read from a joint statement agreed by EU leaders saying that unless Suu Kyi and 2,000 other 
political prisoners were released, the credibility of elections due to be held in 2010 would be undermined. 

"The EU will respond with additional targeted measures," Brown quoted the statement as saying. "That 
means we are prepared to look at further sanctions," he said. 

Suu Kyi spent her 64th birthday in Yangon's Insein jail on Friday facing another five years in detention if 
found guilty of violating the terms of her house arrest by allowing an American intruder, John Yettaw, to 
stay for two days after he swam to her Yangon home in early May. 

The European Union extended visa bans and asset freezes on the Myanmar military government and its 
backers for another year in April. The sanctions were tightened after a crackdown on peaceful pro-
democracy protests led by Buddhist monks in September 2007. 

(Reporting by David Brunnstrom) 

-------------------- 

Myanmar jails Suu Kyi supporters for pagoda prayer  
AFP – 21 June 2009 

YANGON — Myanmar has jailed two supporters of opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi for one and a 
half years for insulting religion after they prayed at a pagoda for her release, her party has said. 

http://www.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idUSTRE55I2P320090619
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5hBHMczf2ux8mpCxFJqDEQsEwXFbQ


Chit Pe and Aung Saw Wai, members of the detained Nobel laureate's National League for Democracy 
(NLD) party, were each sentenced last week, according to lawyer and NLD spokesman Nyan Win. 

"They were sentenced... under the act of insulting religion," Nyan Win said. 

The pair were arrested at their homes in April after they led a religious ceremony at a pagoda in Twante, 
about 40 kilometres (30 miles) west of Yangon, at which they offered prayers for their leader's freedom. 

In a separate case, three youth members of the NLD were arrested ten days ago and are being held in 
custody, Nyan Win said. 

"We do not know the details about their arrest but they were detained on remand under the Explosives 
Act," Nyan Win said. 

Myanmar's military regime has kept Aung San Suu Kyi in detention for 13 of the past 19 years, after 
refusing to recognise the NLD's landslide victory in the country's last elections in 1990. 

The pro-democracy icon is currently being held in Yangon's notorious Insein prison on charges of 
breaching her house arrest rules in May, when an American man swam uninvited to her lakeside 
residence. 

Her supporters in the predominantly Buddhist country have traditionally prayed at pagodas for her 
freedom and for the release of the country's other political prisoners. 

Myanmar authorities have frequently enforced the law against insulting religion -- which carries a penalty 
of up to two years in prison -- since Buddhist monks led protests against the junta in September 2007. 

Aung San Suu Kyi turned 64 on Friday and supporters worldwide marked the day with calls for her 
release -- from British Prime Minister Gordon Brown to US actors Julia Roberts and George Clooney. 

Myanmar's top court will on Wednesday hear an appeal by her legal team to overturn a ban on two 
defence witnesses in the trial. 

"We are preparing our arguments for the Supreme Court," Nyan Win said. 

The main trial, at Insein prison, is set to resume on Friday. 

-------------------- 

Pro-junta rights group rejects UN rights experts’ v iew of Suu Kyi’s trial   
Mizzima - 19 June 2009 

by Mungpi     

New Delhi - A human rights group, believed to be pro Burmese junta, has rejected the statement of five 
United Nations Independent Rights expert’s regarding the trial of Opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi 
saying the trial is being conducted in keeping with international and domestic laws. 

The Myanmar Human Rights Group, a largely unknown entity, on Thursday issued a statement, which 
was published by the junta’s mouthpiece the New Light of Myanmar newspaper, condemning the UN 
experts for issuing a statement that said the trial so far is not open and fair. 

On June 16, five UN human rights experts issued a statement urging the Burmese regime to hold an 
“open and fair” trial of the Nobel Peace Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi, her two live-in party mates, and the 
American John William Yettaw. 

In the statement, Leandro Despouy, the Special Rapporteur on the Independence of Judges and Lawyers 
said, “So far, the trial of Aung San Suu Kyi and her aides has been marred by flagrant violations of 
substantive and procedural rights.”   

Joining Despouy were four other rights experts - Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Group on 
Arbitrary Detention, Ms. Manuela Carmena Castrilo; the Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human 
rights in Myanmar, Mr. Tomas Ojea Quintana; the Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human rights 
Defenders, Ms. Margaret Sekaggya; and the Special Rapporteur on the Promotion and Protection of the 
Right to Freedom of Opinion and Expression, Mr. Frank La Rue. 

http://mizzima.com/news/regional/2334-pro-junta-rights-group-rejects-un-rights-experts-view-of-suu-kyis-trial.html


But the Myanmar Human Rights Group, in its statement, said the Burmese authorities are conducting a 
trial against Mr. Yettaw, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and her two aides in keeping with international standards 
and domestic laws. 

And “it is regretful to learn that five UN human rights Special Rapporteurs issued a statement 
misleadingly on 16 June 2009,” the statement said. 

The group further said the trial is being conducted fairly with the accused allowed to hire defence lawyers 
of their choice. An United States Consulate officer and the local assistant were allowed to observe the 
court proceedings. 

Besides, the group said, though the trial is being conducted in a special court inside the Insein prison 
compound because of security reasons, diplomats and journalists were also allowed to observe every 
major court proceeding. 

“The politicization under the pretext of human rights of the action being taken against those offenders in 
accordance with the existing laws of the State is unacceptable, and the statement by those Special 
Rapporteurs is hereby rejected,” the group said. 

During the trial of Burmese pro-democracy leader, which began on May 18, authorities twice allowed 
diplomats and journalists to enter the court room and observe the proceedings. 

While allowing 14 prosecution witnesses to testify, the court disqualified three of the four witnesses that 
the defence wanted to produce, allowing only one witness to testify. 

At the request of the defence team, the divisional court, (a higher court), later revised the order and 
allowed another witness but continued to bar the other two – Win Tin, a veteran journalist and NLD’s 
executive committee member and the NLD’s vice-chairman Tin Oo, who is also under house arrest.  

-------------------- 

Suu Kyi’s Eventful 21 Years in the Political Spotli ght   
Irrawaddy – 19 June 2009  

Burmese pro-democracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi spent her birthday on Friday as she has done for 14 
previous years—in detention. Since her arrival on Burma’s political scene in August 1988, Suu Kyi has 
known only seven years of freedom. The Irrawaddy looks back over those 21 eventful years… 

August 24, 1988  

Aung San Suu Kyi appears for the first time on the Burmese political scene, addressing an audience at 
Rangoon General Hospital while the country is in the grip of martial law. 

“It was Daw Suu’s first appearance in public and we thought she wouldn’t be able to speak Burmese 
fluently because she had spent years in England,” said Moe Thu, a well-known writer and former NLD 
executive committee member. Suu Kyi had surprised them all by her fluency in the Burmese language, he 
recalled.  

August 26, 1988  

Suu Kyi addresses crowds estimated to number 500,000 at mass rallies in front of Rangoon’s 
Shwedagon Pagoda and announces her decision to join the struggle for democracy. 

“This great struggle has arisen from the intense and deep desire of the people for a fully democratic 
parliamentary system,” she declares.  

September 27, 1988  

The National League for Democracy (NLD) is founded by Suu Kyi and several of her closest colleagues, 
including Win Tin, later to become Burma’s longest-serving political prisoner. 

“We [NLD] worked for the country and for the people,” recalled Win Tin.  

December 27, 1988  

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16119


Suu Kyi’s mother Khin Kyi, widow of Burma’s independence hero Aung San, dies. The huge funeral 
procession turns into a peaceful protest against military rule. Some senior members of the ruling military 
government, the State Law and Order Restoration Council, attend the funeral. Suu Kyi calls on senior 
generals to enter into a dialogue.  

April 5, 1989  

Suu Kyi confronts army soldiers at gunpoint while campaigning in Danu Byu Township, Irrawaddy Delta. 
An army major intervenes, orders the soldiers to lower their weapons—and saves Suu Kyi from possibly 
being gunned down. 

July 20, 1989  

Suu Kyi is placed under house arrest for the first time, under a martial law order allowing her to be 
detained without charge or trial for six years. Several students are taken from her Rangoon lakeside 
home for questioning at the Military Intelligence Interrogation Center. 

May 27, 1990 

Suu Kyi’s NLD scores an unexpectedly resounding victory in a general election, winning 392 of the 485 
seats contested.  

December 10, 1991  

Suu Kyi is awarded the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize. Students hail her achievement in demonstrations at 
Rangoon University on December 10-11. More than 200 are arrested and sentenced to long terms of 
imprisonment.  

“We demonstrated peacefully for honoring our leader who was detained, and we called for our leader’s 
release, but as a result, more than 200 students were arrested unfairly,” said a protester who took part 
and was given a long prison sentence. 

September 20, 1994  

The junta leader, Snr-Gen Than Shwe, and the then Prime Minister, Gen Khin Nyunt, hold their first 
meeting with Suu Kyi, calling for national reconciliation and dialogue.  

July 10, 1995  

Suu Kyi is released after six years of house arrest. 

March 13, 1996  

Suu Kyi is forced to cancel plans to attend the trial in Mandalay of comedian Par Par Lay and members of 
his Moustache Brothers troupe after the train which was to have taken her there develops a mysterious 
technical fault. The Moustache Brothers got to know Suu Kyi in performances at her Rangoon home. 

November 9, 1996  

A vehicle carrying Suu Kyi and other senior NLD members is attacked by some 200 government-
sponsored thugs armed with knives and clubs on the Kabaraye Pagoda Road. Her driver whisks her to 
safety. 

July 23, 1998  

Suu Kyi spends several days in her car after her way is blocked by security troops as she tries to leave 
Rangoon to meet NLD officials in Irrawaddy Division. A five-day standoff ends on July 29 when the 
authorities seize the car and drive her back home against her will. 

September 16, 1998  

Suu Kyi, her NLD and four ethnic parties found the Committee Representing the People’s Parliament 
(CRPP).  

August 24, 2000  



Security forces block Suu Kyi’s way in Rangoon’s Dala Township as she and NLD vice chairman Tin Oo 
attempt to travel to Kungyangone and Kawmu townships. A nine-day standoff ends on September 2 after 
a force of nearly 200 riot police compel Suu Kyi to return home.  

September 21, 2000  

Another attempt by Suu Kyi to travel by train to Mandalay, together with NLD Vice Chairman Tin Oo and 
several other NLD party members, is blocked by security forces. Suu Kyi is arrested and held under 
house arrest until May 6, 2002. 

May 30, 2003 

A convoy carrying Suu Kyi and other senior NLD members is attacked by members of the pro-regime 
Union Solidarity and Development Association (USDA) near Depayin Township in Sagaing Division. The 
regime reports that four people are killed and 50 injured in the attack, but the true number is believed to 
be much higher. Suu Kyi and Tin Oo are taken into what the regime calls "protective custody." All senior 
NLD officers are placed under house arrest, party offices across the country are closed and the party’s 
phone lines are cut. 

September 22, 2007  

Suu Kyi is seen in public for the first time since the start of her current period of house arrest when she 
goes to the gate of her compound and greets a huge crowd of monks who led demonstrations that are 
brutally suppressed by the regime. The monks gather in front of her home, chanting the "Metta Sutta" (the 
Buddha’s words on loving kindness). 

May 14, 2009 

Suu Kyi is arrested and taken from her home to Insein Prison to face trial in a special court there after an 
American intruder swims to her lakeside residence.   

May 20, 2009 

Suu Kyi meets diplomats from Russia, Singapore and Thailand who are among observers allowed to 
attend one session of her trial. One Western diplomat permitted into the courtroom reports she is strong 
and in good spirits. 

Compiled by Zarny Win and Min Lwin 

 -------------------- 

The case against Myanmar sanctions   
Globe and Mail – 20 June 2009  

By Arno Kopecky 

Yangon — Were the trial of the world's most poignant embodiment of peaceful resistance not so real, 
Aung San Suu Kyi's recent misfortunes could have sprung from the pages of a novel. 

A diabetic Vietnam veteran swims across a lake in the dead of night, eludes the guards watching over a 
nation's long-imprisoned leader and spends the night in her mansion, only to be plucked from the water in 
mid-escape the next evening and sent to prison along with “the Lady.” 

Ms. Suu Kyi's interminable house arrest over 13 of the past 19 years was supposed to expire at the end 
of May, in time for yesterday, her 64th birthday. Instead, the democracy advocate – who was elected 
president of Myanmar (formerly Burma) in a landslide 1990 vote, but never permitted to take office by the 
ruling junta – stands charged with breaking the terms of her detention, in a trial that will resume on Friday 
after being suspended last month. 

Her sentence seems a forgone conclusion: five more years in jail. 

Equally predictable, though, has been the international community's corresponding verdict: further 
isolation for Myanmar, a fate parallel to that suffered by its heroine. 

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/the-case-against-myanmar-sanctions/article1190344/


Yesterday in Brussels, British Prime Minister Gordon Brown announced that European Union nations had 
agreed to mark Ms. Suu Kyi's birthday by stepping up sanctions against Myanmar. He called for her 
“immediate, unconditional release,” and described her trial as “absurd and contemptible.” 

The United States has already extended its sanctions, after the Obama administration briefly 
contemplated a more moderate approach, like the strategy of engagement that it has been advocating for 
Iran. Kurt Campbell, the incoming top U.S. diplomat to East Asia, said last week that Ms. Suu Kyi's 
rearrest “makes it very difficult to move forward” with that goal. 

And Ms. Suu Kyi would be the first to ask him not to. She has led the call for sanctions, maintaining that 
engagement with Myanmar's generals can only strengthen them. Turn the screws of hardship tight 
enough, the argument goes, and eventually the oppressors will either back down or be overthrown by 
their victims. 

With her integrity and sacrifice, she has won virtually every Western government, including Canada's, 
over to her logic. In April, Foreign Affairs Minister Maxime Bernier boasted of imposing “the toughest 
sanctions in the world” on Myanmar. 

But something few people discuss in public is that the Nobel Peace Prize laureate's high-minded politics 
are increasingly out of touch with the more pragmatic approach of many relief workers in her country. 
Their view of sanctions has been tempered by experience over the two decades since Ms. Suu Kyi was 
first locked away. 

Not only is the regime's grip on power as strong as ever, they say, but the net of sanctions meant to 
squeeze the junta has expanded to snare humanitarian aid as well, depriving innocent citizens of crucial 
assistance. 

To the doctors caring for a burgeoning population of people with AIDS, or the development workers 
struggling to build schools in the country's numerous conflict zones, the most relevant statistic about 
Myanmar is not its rank as the second-most-corrupt nation in the world, but the amount of foreign aid it 
receives – $3 a head, about a 20th of the amount sent to Laos or Sudan. 

Sanctions on any intransigent dictatorship are meant to be selective. 

Canada's Foreign Affairs Department explicitly notes “certain humanitarian exemptions” to the ban on 
goods and services moving between the two countries. If you want to send medical supplies or money via 
the Red Cross, for instance, you can – though you'll need a special permit. 

Don't expect to get any logistical help from the Canadian embassy in Myanmar, because there isn't one. 
This reflects the government's own choice – legislated or otherwise – to avoid the moral labyrinth of 
delivering aid into tyranny. 

A rare exception occurred after Cyclone Nargis decimated Myanmar's Irrawaddy Delta last spring. As part 
of the global outpouring that followed, the Canadian International Development Agency sent a one-time, 
$26-million package of emergency relief. But despite desperate appeals from the United Nations and 
other agencies still working there, we've not sent a penny since. 

We're even less likely to now, said Harn Yawnghwe, executive director of the Euro-Burma office in 
Brussels, despairing that “anyone proposing more hum anitarian aid will face strong political 
opposition.” 

Inside or out?  

Peter Gillespie is the program manager for Inter Pares, a Canadian non-governmental organization that 
has provided health care to refugees outside Myanmar since 1991, despite Canadian bureaucratic 
obstacles that discourage NGOs from operating there, a practice he defends by pointing to the quarter-
million patients Inter Pares reaches every year. 

“Our work is having enormous impact,” he said. But working within the country itself would be another 
matter. 

“There are two fundamental questions,” Mr. Gillespie said. “First, can aid be delivered into the country in 
an accountable way that does not strengthen the regime? And second, is it possible for NGOs to operate 



within the country without significant impediment from the junta? The answer to both these questions is 
no.” 

Yet in northeastern Kachin state, where a brisk heroin trade flourishes among the savage jade and gold 
mines of the Himalayan foothills, I met a foreign doctor who felt otherwise. Hidden away in the mountains 
surrounding Myitkyina, Kachin's verdant capital, are towns with HIV rates of 90 per cent; he described the 
“shooting galleries” he saw fuelling the epidemic there. 

“I saw a place where men lined up outside a hut, and inside was a plastic sheet with a hole cut through 
the middle,” said the doctor (who asked not to be named, to protect his work). “You'd go in, stick your arm 
through the hole, and a man on the other side would inject you with heroin. He used the same needle all 
day.” 

The doctor began a needle-exchange program that went through 160,000 needles in a month. All this in a 
part of Myanmar that foreigners are officially banned from visiting. 

“Everything here is done unofficially,” he told me. “The authorities tend to see us as the enemy, and so 
local administrators are afraid to give us permission for anything. They often sympathize with us, but they 
know it could cost them their job to help us. So we try to just do things without asking, and usually this 
works – if you don't ask permission, no one stops you.” 

But can humanitarian aid go beyond saving lives to help effect the kind of change that sanctions have 
failed to produce? Absolutely, said David Tegenfeldt, a senior adviser to the Vancouver-based Hope 
International Development Agency. His personal history is closely tied to Myanmar's. 

Mr. Tegenfeldt was born in Yangon (then Rangoon) to missionary parents who developed close ties with 
the Kachin ethnic minority, who are mainly Christian. In 1962, the military regime kicked all missionaries 
out of the country and Mr. Tegenfeldt's family returned to America; he moved back to Myanmar in 1994 at 
the urging of Kachin leaders who had just signed a ceasefire with the junta and wanted his help in 
rehabilitating their war-torn communities. 

“When I arrived, there were just four registered NGOs in the entire country,” he recalled. “There has been 
a huge proliferation since then, to the point where there's almost no part of Myanmar that NGOs don't 
operate.” 

What these groups can do, he argued, is help to lay the groundwork by encouraging social networks 
among communities with a history of conflict – something Myanmar has in abundance. 

Wind of change  

Such an opportunity came in the wake of the worst storm in Myanmar's history. On May 2, 2008, 200-
kilometre-an-hour winds tore across the Irrawaddy Delta region in Myanmar's southwest corner, whipping 
up a four-metre storm surge that pulsed through the entire river system and drowned 140,000 people; a 
million more had everything but the clothes on their back washed into the Andaman Sea. 

Cyclone Nargis brought Myanmar to the world's attention, not least because of the junta's initial refusal to 
accept international help. Planes laden with food and medicine languished at the Bangkok airport for 
weeks; many supplies that did make it through were pilfered by the military and sold in the markets for 
profit. 

But something else happened too: Private citizens and NGOs already inside the country, local and 
foreign, responded to the crisis with a spectacular effort that kept the imperilled survivors alive. Among 
them was the Metta Foundation, a local group working in Myanmar's post-conflict zones since 1994. 

“We were lucky to have a presence in the delta already,” Seng Raw, its executive director, told me. A 
serene and soft spoken woman in her 60s, Ms. Raw explained that Metta had established relations with 
231 delta villages after the 2004 tsunami, which killed about 60 people there. 

“This meant we knew exactly where to deliver supplies and who to give them to. The government did not 
try to stop us – we've been doing this throughout the country for 15 years, and we know how to get things 
done.” 



A year later, her organization is busy building schools and homes, replanting mangrove forests and 
conducting countless other projects whose costs and achievements are accounted for in Metta's annual 
report down to each mosquito net. 

Critically, this work is being delivered through local leaders drawn together from the delta's patchwork of 
ethnic communities. “People who never before co-operated now see it as a matter of survival.” 

By fostering these relationships, organizations such as Metta breathe life into civil society. But, of course, 
it isn't the junta that pays the group's way. When I asked if Metta relies on foreign donors, she smiled as 
though I'd asked if the sky was blue. “How else could we survive?” 

Widening the conversation  

The week before I met David Tegenfeldt in Yangon, he had been in Washington to plead with government 
representatives for an increase in strategic aid. He was tentatively promised one, from $3-million to $21-
million a year. 

What's more, he urged his audience to open a dialogue with the junta. “History teaches us that isolating a 
country has never been an effective tactic,” he told me, repeating his pitch to Congress. 

South Africa, he noted, was the only country in the world where sanctions could be said to have led to 
regime change, “and even there they were just one tool in a big toolbox that included all kinds of 
diplomatic engagement. You should never sacrifice your principles or stop criticizing, but criticism is only 
one part of the conversation. 

“There are also constructive things to talk about. We are concerned with the environment – so is 
Myanmar. We are concerned about narcotics – so is Myanmar. Surely there is a common thread here that 
we could find a way to work together on.” 

For now, however, Ms. Suu Kyi's renewed detention has dashed any such hopes. Canadian Friends of 
Burma, a lobby group, is urging that the junta's diplomats be expelled if she is not released. 

On the question of aid, its executive director, Tin Maung Htoo, conceded by phone from Ottawa that “we 
should not let people die while we wait for a political solution.” But the problem, he said “is that any 
business you do in Burma, you have to deal with the junta.” 

Should our refusal to do so persist, Ms. Suu Kyi's chronicle of a verdict foretold will all too likely lead to 
Myanmar's 100 years of solitude. 

Arno Kopecky is a freelance journalist based in Vancouver.  

-------------------- 

News - Other 

North Korean ship headed to Burma  
DVB – 22 June 2009 

A North Korean ship being tracked by the US navy over suspicions that it is carrying arms in breach of 
new UN sanctions on the country is likely to be heading towards Burma, according to South Korean news 
sources. 

The United States has been tracking the Kang Nam freighter ship since it left a North Korean port on 
Wednesday. 

Under revamped UN sanctions on North Korea, which include a complete ban on arms imports and 
exports, ships suspected of carrying arms can be stopped and a request for a search made. 

Yesterday a South Korean news agency, YTN, quoted unidentified intelligence sources as saying the ship 
was headed towards Burma, which is also subject to a US-enforced ban on arms imports.  

According to journalist Bertil Lintner, if the YTN reports are true, this would be the second time the Kang 
Nam has been to Burma, following its docking at Rangoon’s Thilawar port in May 2007, allegedly to seek 
shelter from storm.  

http://www.dvb.no/english/news.php?id=2644


“It offloaded some heavy equipment, it’s not clear what it was, but the Kang Nam specifically is known to 
be carrying what the Americans usually describe as ‘material of proliferation concern’”, said Lintner. 

The latest news follows the emergence of photographs earlier this month that allegedly show North 
Korean foreign advisors in Burma consulting with government officials on the construction of a tunnel 
network, likely as emergency shelters in the event of an attack.  

Lintner, who revealed the North Korean tunnel project in the Yale Global, says that this is a sign that ties 
between the two countries are strengthening.  

“Even China is reluctant to sell certain types of equipment to Burma but North Korea will be willing to sell 
anything they want,” he said, adding that “Burma has absolutely no interest in supporting an arms 
embargo”. 

Given the arms embargo on Burma, it is unlikely the government there would comply with a UN resolution 
to allow the US to search ships docking at their ports. 

North Korea, whose defense has been bolstered by the successful nuclear test, has said that 
interceptions of any of its ships would be considered an “act of war” and would react accordingly.  

-------------------- 

Parliamentarians seek expulsion of Burma from ASEAN   
Mizzima - 20 June 2009 

by Usa Pichai     
Chiang Mai – Representatives from regional Parliaments have urged ASEAN to reconsider Burma’s 
membership in the bloc, while activists, academics and civic groups in Thailand organized several 
activities calling for the release of Nobel Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi.   

Kraisak Chunhavan, President of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Myanmar Caucus (AIPMC) said in a 
conference on Friday at Thailand’s Chiang Mai University that it is time for ASEAN to revise the status of 
Burma in the group because Burma’s military government has failed to respond to repeated calls by the 
international community to improve the human right situation in the country. 

“ASEAN is in a difficult time because it is pursuing a progressive and developed image by trying to set up 
a charter to protect human rights in the region. However, Burma’s problems have limited dialogue with 
other regional blocs because the counterparts are unlikely to talk at the same table as the Burmese 
regime.” 

Kraisak also said more than 3,000 ethnic Karen villagers have fled to Thailand in the wake of recent 
fighting in the east of Burma between government forces and their allies and the Karen National Army.  

“We are ashamed of Thai companies operating and investing in Burma, particularly in the energy sector, 
leading to a worsening of the situation and allowing the Burmese junta to further suppress ethnic people 
such as with the forced relocation of villagers in Karen State to build dams on the Salween River,” he 
added. 

Additional attendees at the conference calling for ASEAN countries to take a stronger stance regarding 
the Burmese junta were AIPMC chairs Loretta Ann P. Rosales from the Philippines, Charles Chong from 
Singapore.The AIPMC representatives were joined by several hundred academics, activists and 
interested parties. 

At a similar gathering at Bangkok’s Thammasat University, Sriprapa Petchmisri from Mahidol University 
commented that the human rights problem in Burma is not only about political rights and freedom of the 
people but also concerns other problems such as accessing food, water and other supplies. 

She added that the failure of regional countries such as China, Russia and Indonesia to support U.N. 
Security Council Resolutions on the crisis in Burma is troublesome.  

“This is a worrisome comment from Burma’s neighboring countries,” she conjectured. 

The events were timed to coincide with the 64th birthday of the detained Burmese opposition leader.   

http://www.mizzima.com/news/regional/2336-parliamentarians-seek-expulsion-of-burma-from-asean.html


 --------------------  

Myanmar’s Reclusive Leader   
Wall Street Journal – 22 June 2009 

By Wall Street Journal Reporters  

Few countries outside North Korea are more beholden to the whims of a single man than Myanmar. But 
unlike Kim Jong Il, the subject of recent Western biographies, very little is known about Myanmar’s 
paramount leader, Senior General Than Shwe. 

A reclusive hardliner who often refuses to speak with Western leaders, he has presided over Myanmar’s 
disintegration into one of Asia’s most dysfunctional economies and a nation plagued by human rights 
abuses, including the use of forced labor to enrich the military and its allies, according to human rights 
groups around the world. His hatred of Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi , Myanmar’s leading opposition 
figure, is said to be so intense that he will not allow her name to be spoken in his presence.  

The general is rumored to suffer from a number of medical ailments, and some analysts believe he may 
be looking for a way to retire without exposing himself to international human rights judicial proceedings. 
The regime unveiled a “roadmap to democracy” several years ago that includes plans for a national 
election next year. That said, provisions in the country’s constitution all but guarantee the military or its 
allies will maintain control. Even so, some foreign observers are hopeful that a change of power will at 
least bring some more reform-minded generals to the fore, and create an opening for more engagement 
with the West.  

His public appearances, mainly on state-run television, are stage-managed and typically involve stiff 
greetings of visiting foreign dignitaries or reviews of military parades; in photographs, he is seen as a 
slightly portly figure with slick black hair in military uniforms draped in medals.  

The few military personnel with access to “Number One,” as he is referred to by some Myanmar 
residents, rarely bring up contentious issues for fear of displeasing him, and his decisions in policymaking 
are final, say people who work with the government including diplomats and aid workers.  

That helps explain why it took so long for the government to allow foreign aid after last year’s Cyclone 
Nargis, which killed 135,000 people, despite support from a number of senior generals. In the days 
following the disaster, letters and phone calls to Gen. Than Shwe from United Nations Secretary General 
Ban Ki-moon went unanswered, though the two did eventually meet several weeks after the disaster.  

Borrowing the traditions of earlier powerful Myanmar emperors who conquered large parts of Southeast 
Asia, Gen. Than Shwe built his own capital, Naypyitaw, which means “Abode of Kings,” on a remote 
plain, spending hundreds of millions of dollars. His wife, Kyaing Kyaing , regularly visits the country’s most 
prominent Buddhist monasteries to curry favor with monks, and in March this year, Gen. Than Shwe and 
his wife attended a ceremony to consecrate a huge, gold leaf-covered pagoda in Naypyitaw, according to 
local news reports. At the event, Ms. Kyaing Kyaing threw banknotes into the air and donated money to 
thousands of local people, the reports said. 

Born in a central Myanmar town in 1933, the future supreme leader worked briefly as a postal clerk before 
joining the army, according to a biography published in the 1990s by Myanmar’s Ministry of Information 
and translated for The Wall Street Journal. He trained in the military’s psychological warfare unit and 
participated in its campaigns against ethnic minority rebels. He entered senior ranks of the government by 
1988. Student riots rocked the country that year; after a change in leadership and several years of 
political uncertainty, he emerged in 1992 as the country’s top leader. 

His government’s bloody crackdown on monks who led peaceful protests in 2007, and his refusal to hand 
power to Ms. Suu Kyi, whose party won national elections in 1990, led the U.S. and Europe to impose 
progressively tough economic sanctions over the past decade.  

Myanmar citizens enjoy one of the lowest standards of living in Asia, and many expressed outrage a few 
years ago when video of his daughter’s lavish wedding leaked to outside news organizations. In the 
video, she is seen decked out in diamond-encrusted jewelry while family and friends sip from glasses of 
champagne. 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204119704574237922628146440.html?mod=googlenews_wsj


-------------------- 

In Myanmar, Two Hidden Worlds: Amid privations, its  regime prospers by trading with China and 
India   
Wall Street Journal – 22 June 2009 

By Wall Street Journal Reporters  

Naypyitaw, Myanmar 

This grandiose new city has four-lane highways that are largely empty, a gems museum with sapphires 
and a zoo with air-conditioned Arctic habitats for penguins. Government officials reside in high-security 
compounds that can’t be visited by foreigners. 

A five-hour drive to the south, residents in Yangon get by with hours at a time of no electricity. Their once-
grand city is filled with collapsing Victorian mansions and abandoned colonial administrative buildings. 
Roads are often impassable during monsoon rains, and most cars date to the 1980s or early 1990s. 
Some taxis are so worn out that they have holes in the floorboards that allow passengers to see the road 
rushing by underneath. 

The divide between Myanmar’s shining new capital, home to much of its military elite, and its commercial 
capital underscores the failure of a decade of U.S. and European sanctions, efforts to break the country’s 
military regime by cutting it off from doing business with much of the Western world. Instead, the country’s 
leaders and top businessmen have survived and even thrived by replacing Western buyers with Asian 
ones. Trade with China has more than doubled over the past five years, and sales of natural gas and 
other resources to Thailand, India and other Asian powers are also growing quickly. In the process, the 
regime has only tightened its grip. 

All that is leading dissidents, human rights advocates and congressional leaders to an increasingly 
widespread conclusion: It’s time for a new approach. Many believe it will require a far greater effort by 
Western governments to engage directly with the secretive regime. It will also require exerting more 
pressure on Asian trading partners, including China and Singapore, to pressure the junta to curb human 
rights abuses and make other changes. Many advocates are calling for more radical approaches, 
including offering to dismantle some of the sanctions —albeit with threats of more serious actions, such 
as arms embargoes or criminal tribunals like ones in Rwanda or Sudan, if the regime doesn’t reform.  

Others go so far as to propose that the West should accept a diminished role for Aung San Suu Kyi, 
Myanmar’s leading opposition figure. The Nobel laureate is arguably the world’s most revered prisoner of 
conscience since Nelson Mandela, but she has drawn criticism for her inflexibility in dealing with the 
regime. It’s unclear when, or if, she’ll be able to lead the opposition again. The 64-year-old is on trial for 
letting an American well-wisher visit her home this May in violation of a longstanding house arrest, and 
faces up to five more years in jail.  

In February, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton acknowledged that past strategies including sanctions 
weren’t working, and promised the U.S. would conduct a thorough review—still incomplete—of its policies 
towards Myanmar. Top officials in the Obama administration are also hoping to significantly increase 
humanitarian aid, according to people familiar with the matter, which many Myanmar experts hope will be 
a step towards rebuilding a civil society that could mature into a new opposition movement to supplement 
or replace Ms. Suu Kyi.  

Myanmar has suffered decades of economic decay under the rule of a secretive military regime cut off 
from the Western world. Advocates say the West needs to find new ways to engage the regime to speed 
up reform.  

Once dismissed as a backwater, Myanmar has seen its profile rise dramatically in recent years because 
of its position between China and India, the world’s two biggest emerging superpowers. Both are 
jockeying for Myanmar’s natural gas, copper and other resources, and Myanmar offers China a potential 
alternate overland route for oil and gas, bypassing the crowded Strait of Malacca near Singapore that 
handles much of East Asia’s supply today.  

Trade with China jumped to more than $2.6 billion in 2008 from about $630 million in 2001, according to 
Chinese government data. Analysts say the official numbers vastly understate the full extent of China’s 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204119704574236242459776978.html


investments in Myanmar. In downtown Yangon, its commercial capital, trucks laden with massive logs or 
other goods—sometimes with Chinese characters painted on the side of the vehicles—are a common 
sight.  

Monywa, once a relatively minor village in central Myanmar, has emerged as a major trading center for 
beans and other legumes, commodities in heavy demand across Asia, especially India. Myanmar is now 
the world’s second biggest exporter of the crops after Canada, and Monywa has reaped the rewards. It 
has quadrupled in size to 400,000 people over the past two decades. The number of traders has grown to 
roughly 1,000 from 200 in the 1990s and multistory homes with Greek columns are commonplace, as are 
imported SUVs, which can cost $100,000 in Myanmar. 

In places like Monywa, “it’s easy to make money,” says one local trader in his 20s.  

Some analysts and U.S. congressional leaders fear Myanmar could become a nuclear threat. Russia has 
acknowledged signing an agreement with Myanmar in 2007 to help build a nuclear reactor and a center 
for nuclear research there, reportedly for medical research purposes, but Russian officials have said no 
concrete projects ever materialized. Others point to growing ties between Myanmar and North Korea. 

Any new diplomatic initiative from the U.S. would require finding a way to deal with one of the world’s 
most reclusive regimes. Top officials—including the country’s senior-most general, a psychological 
warfare expert in his 70s named Than Shwe—are ensconced in Naypyitaw. Members of the inner circle 
rarely meet with Western ambassadors, who remain in Yangon.  

Attempts to reach the regime for this article were unsuccessful. The generals typically make their views 
known through state-run newspapers. In recent weeks they have blasted foreign countries for interfering 
in Myanmar’s internal affairs and defended the imprisonment of Ms. Suu Kyi as necessary for public 
security.  

The government usually prohibits foreign journalists from entering. Authorized guests, including aid 
workers, often must get permission to travel outside Yangon. Residents can be imprisoned if caught 
aiding international journalists.  

In the 1800s, British soldiers conquered what used to be known as Burma. It became the world’s biggest 
rice exporter and a major source of timber. In the late 1940s, nationalists led by Ms. Suu Kyi’s father, 
Aung San, secured independence. Aung San was assassinated and in 1962 the military took over for 
good, implementing a series of disastrous socialist policies that sent the economy into a tailspin.  

Anger boiled over in 1988 student protests, in which more than 3,000 were killed, and the government 
agreed to hold national elections. When Ms. Suu Kyi’s party won, the military ignored the result.  

The U.S. banned new American investments in Myanmar in 1997, and in 2003 it outlawed imports of 
Myanmar goods and restricted American banks from doing business there. The Bush administration 
added additional targeted sanctions against members of the regime.  

The practical effect of the sanctions, though, has been to push the regime deeper into the arms of China 
and other Asian powers, while leaving much of the rest of society to suffer the consequences. Per capita 
gross domestic product is about $1,200, only slightly higher than Rwanda, and far below Singapore’s 
$52,000 and $47,000 in the U.S.  

In Yangon, U.S. trade restrictions ripped apart the garment industry earlier this decade, throwing as many 
as 80,000 young women out of work, according to economists. Trucks filled with soldiers are seen often, 
as are signs with pro-government messages such as one that exhorts residents to “Crush all internal and 
external destructive elements as the common enemy.”  

In Yangon’s central business district there are offices or billboards for many of Asia’s biggest brand 
names, including Mitsubishi and Canon, but almost no sign of Western companies. Thai oil and gas 
producer PTT Exploration & Production PCL has Myanmar investments that provide about one-third of 
Thailand’s natural gas needs, worth $2 billion or more in recent years. Cnooc Ltd. is exploring for oil and 
a number of Chinese resources and engineering firms are involved in hydropower and mining ventures.  

Much of the money flows directly to the regime and its allies. According to the U.S. government, the 
military owns a majority stake in virtually all enterprises responsible for extracting natural resources. The 



government is now sitting on more than $3 billion in foreign exchange reserves, compared to just $30 
million in 1988. Wealthier residents, including businessmen linked by U.S. intelligence reports to the 
military, have access to art galleries, pricey French restaurants and shopping trips to Singapore.  

Adding to the frustration is evidence that Ms. Suu Kyi’s opposition is in tatters. Leaders of Ms. Suu Kyi’s 
political party, the National League for Democracy, are in their 70s and 80s, and the junta has imprisoned 
most of the younger blood, exiles and human rights groups say, with more than 2,000 political prisoners 
now under lock and key. The government has also pressured monasteries to purge monks involved in 
2007 street protests, and it routinely blocks blogs and Web sites, such as youtube, that it deems to be 
subversive. 

“Almost no one is willing to join the (opposition) party for fear of being arrested,” said one resident. Party 
leaders meet regularly at their headquarters, a modest house surrounded by shops on a busy street in 
central Yangon; it’s widely assumed the building and its occupants are monitored by the government.  

Another resident said she started attending meetings at NLD headquarters when Ms. Suu Kyi’s trial 
began, but stopped because she felt they were going nowhere. “They were old, they were like aunties 
and uncles,” said the young woman, who thought the meetings felt “like a reunion” for old dissidents. 
Without Ms. Suu Kyi, “there is no one,” she said.  

Even some dissidents who support sanctions say additional tactics are needed, including more direct 
engagement with the regime. Others believe the sanctions would be more effective if fine-tuned to focus 
only on the junta members themselves, or backed up with more potent punishments, including arms 
embargoes or criminal tribunals. 

More than 50 U.S. congressmen signed a letter in recent weeks calling for a U.N. Security Council inquiry 
into alleged crimes against humanity in Myanmar, similar to what occurred in Rwanda, Bosnia and 
Sudan. The United Nations’ former special rapporteur on human rights in Myanmar, Paulo Sergio 
Pinheiro, has issued similar calls in the past six weeks, as has a team of leading jurists in conjunction with 
Harvard Law School.  

Those efforts may well be blocked at the U.N. by nations that have defended Myanmar in the past, 
notably China and Russia. But backers say the U.S. hasn’t been willing to press hard enough to get Asian 
nations to get tough on Myanmar.  

Another option gaining popularity in Washington: significantly boosting humanitarian aid, partly to build 
stronger groups to counter the military.  

One group is Myanmar Egress, a local think tank set up in 2006 by young intellectuals with the goal of 
trying to end the stalemate between the government and Ms. Suu Kyi’s backers. Egress has produced 
studies for the government outlining its vision for reform. In one, co-founder and former Yale student Nay 
Win Maung suggested that Ms. Suu Kyi propose to contest only 50% of the seats in an election planned 
by the regime in 2010. In return for effectively conceding the vote, the government would end her house 
arrest and release political prisoners.  

Mr. Maung’s approach has angered some Myanmar exiles, who are suspicious of engaging with the state 
and distrust Mr. Maung, whose parents were in the military and taught at Myanmar’s version of West 
Point. His approach, though, has made him a useful mediator between foreign aid groups like Oxfam and 
the generals, local aid workers say. The U.K.’s Department for International Development, for example, is 
funding an Egress project to train Myanmar citizens in managing aid projects. 

The junta could block or limit aid if it suspects it’s being used to undermine the regime, as it did 
temporarily last year after Cyclone Nargis, which killed 135,000 people or more. Currently, development 
aid to Myanmar totals less than $3 per person, compared with about $50 in Sudan.  

Whatever happens, “if people want to punish the regime, they need to find ways to do it that don’t punish 
the people,” says Andrew Kirkwood, Myanmar country director for Save the Children, the aid 
organization.  

Mr. Pinheiro, the former U.N. special rapporteur, who is pressing for an inquiry into human rights 
violations, says, with a new administration in Washington and interest rising in Myanmar, “I think there is a 
space here to have something new, something more flexible” that ultimately will bring some results. 



-------------------- 

Joint Force Focuses Offensive on KNLA Brigade 7 Hea dquarters   
Irrawaddy - 20 June 2009  

By Saw Yan Naing 

A joint force of troops from the Burmese army and the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA), a 
ceasefire militia group, has focused its offensive on the headquarters of Brigade 7 of the Karen National 
Liberation Army (KNLA), according to Karen sources.  

In response, KNLA Brigade 7 has increased its mortar shelling of the joint force, said the sources.  

The clash between the two armed groups has been intensifying around the KNLA Brigade 7 headquarters 
since early this week, with heavy shelling being carried out by both sides. 

The joint force, which earlier vowed that it would take over the KNLA Brigade 7 headquarters by June 16, 
is still facing stiff resistance. 

On June 17, fighting and mortar shelling continued for almost an entire day without interruption, according 
to Saw Steve, a relief worker who is also a leader of the Committee for Internally Displaced Karen 
People, whose units operate in the fighting zone.  

“KNLA Brigade 7 is not going to lose its headquarters easily,” he added. 

The combined force has already taken over three military bases belonging to Battalions 21, 22 and 101 of 
KNLA Brigade 7.  

Sources from the Karen Nation Union (KNU), the political wing of the KNLA, said that they allowed the 
three military bases to be captured because they did not want to kill fellow Karen soldiers who were 
fighting alongside Burmese troops.  

The KNU claimed about 20 soldiers from the joint force were killed and about 50 were injured, while five 
KNLA soldiers were hospitalized in Mae Sot, a Thai border town.  

Sources said that the fighting is expected to intensify further as KNLA Brigade 7 seeks to defend its 
headquarters.  

The joint force started its offensive against KNLA Brigade 7 in the first week of June. Fierce fighting 
between the two sides since then has forced about 4,000 Karen refugees to flee to Thailand for safety. 

The DKBA split from its mother organization, the KNU, and reached a ceasefire agreement with the 
Burmese regime in 1995.  

The KNU has been fighting for autonomy for six decades and has never signed a ceasefire agreement 
with the Burmese military government. 

-------------------- 

Two year sentence handed down to Rangoon journalist   
Mizzima - 19 June 2009 

by Myo Thein     

Rangoon – The Bahan Township Court has sentenced the former chief reporter of the The News Watch 
journal, Zaw Tun, to two years imprisonment. 

The court yesterday sentenced Zaw Tun (34), of No. 32 Ward, North Dagon Satellite Township, with 
obstructing a public servant in the discharging of his duty. 

A security officer found Zaw Tun near Aung San Suu Kyi’s house last September and arrested him 
following questioning. 

Suu Kyi, who today turns 64, is currently being held in Insein prison while standing trial after being 
accused of breaching the terms of her former period of detention. 

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16124
http://mizzima.com/news/inside-burma/2330-two-year-sentence-handed-down-to-rangoon-journalist.html


Zaw Tun, who had been freed on bail following his arrest, learned of his sentencing during yesterday's 
court proceedings. 

According to sources in the Home Ministry, Zaw Tun was serving as The News Watch's chief reporter at 
that time he allegedly responded impolitely to police questions regarding his reasons for being in the 
vicinity of Suu Kyi's compound. 

A local journalist friend of Zaw Tun's says the imprisoned reporter is a charming and sociable character 
with many friends, and proud to be a journalist. 

Zaw Tun resigned from The News Watch at the beginning of this year and has since been working as a 
freelance journalist. 

-------------------- 

Professional practice in journalism of Burmese medi a in exile  
SHAN - 22 June 2009  

Sai Awn Tai  

Since the military coup in 1962, Burma has been the most repressive regime in the world for freedom of 
the press. Every media organisation in Burma has to register and present a copy of their each 
publications to the Press Scrutiny Board (PSB), which decides whether the publication is allowed or not 
(Mizzima, 2009). In Burma, there are several official and semi-official media outlets such as the daily 
“New Light of Myanmar” and “Myanmar Times”, but they function simply as a mouthpieces of the military 
regime (Buck, 2007). Therefore, the only unrestricted news comes from Burmese exiled media where 
substantial news about the inside of Burma is produced and disseminated to the international community 
every day. In this essay, I will look at the professional practice in journalism and present a case study of 
journalistic practice in an authoritarian country – in this case, Burma. This will show how Burmese exiled 
journalists gather information and develop stories.    

Three ways of gathering information  

The Burmese media in exile are always has to think alternative ways of gathering information inside 
Burma. Because of the tight controls and information restrictions in Burma, journalists have to use several 
tactics to collect information. According to Khuensai Jaiyen (2009) the editor-in-chief of the Shan Herald 
Agency for News, there are three guerrilla tactics that they use while gathering information inside Burma. 
The first tactic is to use electronic technologies, and deliver information via mobile phones, email or 
internet chat rooms. This method is used widely by the exiled media. Buck (2007) finds that using new 
communication technologies are vital to obtain information in Burma. It is the easiest and fastest way of 
gathering information. It is also relatively cheap and appropriate for Burmese exiled media because most 
are non-profit organisations relying on limited funds from western Non-Governmental Organisations 
(NGOs).  

By using new communications technologies, the exiled media can publish news as soon as an event 
happens in Burma. For example, when Yadanabon Market in central Mandalay in Burma was burnt  in 
2008,the news, photos and video about the fire were published within a few hours of the event (Lae, 
2008). However, Jaiyen (2009) finds that using new communication technologies has some negative 
impacts. Phone, email and internet can easily produce records that can be accessed by the Burmese 
military regime. Since the Buddhist Monks demonstration in 2007, the internet and telephone system 
have been tightly controlled by the regime. These technologies mean limited coverage across the 
country, as the new communications technologies are accessible only in the main cities - where they can 
be more closely watched by the regime. Moreover, the sources that come via new communications 
technologies can be confirmed as a reliable source only when journalist knows their sources are reliable. 

Another tactic is for information to come to the Thai-Burma border through traders and people who often 
visit Thailand. The exiled media have to build friendships with many people particularly people who are 
willing to share the information about inside Burma. According to Jaiyen (2009) trust is important between 
journalist and people who share information. It takes considerable times to build a good connection with 
people who often come to the border and journalist has to make sure that information contributors 
continue to share their information. This tactic of gathering information is safe for the information 
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contributors and the journalist can make sure that the sources are safe and can be confirmed as a 
reliable sources. However, the news from the border is rarely new information because it takes numbers 
of days until the news is able to be reported. The news may take more than a week or even a month to 
get reported. It also cost money for journalist to travel along the border, and for small payments such as 
buying food when meeting the information contributors (Jaiyen, 2009). 

The last tactic is that exiled media send reporters who have travel documents to visit inside Burma and to 
work undercover, which can be very risky for the reporters. Many undercover reporters are people who 
live inside Burma and in Thailand. They are provided brief training by exiled media and NGOs. However, 
since the crackdown on Monks and people in the 2007, many undercover reporters and bloggers have 
been jailed and some of them have fled to Thailand. According to BBC (2008) some bloggers have been 
sentenced for up to 20 years in jail by just posting short political articles, poems and cartoons. 
EinKhaingOo, a 24-year-old woman journalist from the weekly Ecovision Journal was sentenced two 
years in jail just for taking photos of Cyclone Nargis victims (Reporters Without Borders, 2008). Employing 
undercover reporters in Burma has been effective for exiled media because the sources are reliable and 
events can be selected by telling their reporters to go to certain place and meet specific people to get the 
information that the exiled media intent to cover. However, it is costly to use undercover reporter and 
most exiled media can not afford money to employ their reporters in Burma.   

Protection of sources  

Protection of sources is a significant concern in order to maintain the relationship between journalist and 
people who contribute information.  Most people who provide information from inside and at the border 
are unpaid voluntary information contributors. Protection for their safety is paramount. According to 
Jaiyen (2009), an information contributor to Shan Herald Agency for News was jailed for nearly ten years 
due to one of the exiled radio stations airing his voice when they interviewed him by phone. Therefore, 
source protection has become a standard rule of exiled media. The journalist has to be vigilant when 
using their sources in a story and most journalists apply the standard rule of not disclosing the source’s 
name, and often the city, town and village where the sources live are not disclosed in a story. According 
Jaiyen (2009) some sources are members of the regime and some are from people who work closely with 
the regimes top leaders. These sources require serious protection, particularly when journalists use 
information from them in a story that may be traced back to them. Failure of sources’ protection will result 
in losing trust and the sources could be arrested by the regime. Tong (2007) notes that journalists in 
authoritarian countries have to structure their story in certain lines and avoid reports that could impact on 
the safety of their sources. This does not mean that journalists fail to apply the ethic of journalism. By 
using a source protection strategy, it allows the information contributors stay safe and continue their 
information flowing to exile media.  

Accuracy checking  

Reliability of source and accuracy checking issues have become crucial in exiled media. Because media 
is tightly controlled in Burma and exiled journalists are banned to attend events where the news is 
emerging, journalists confront the significant difficulty of checking the accuracy of sources. Confirming 
whether the source is accurate or not is difficult while there is a large gap between the place where 
journalists produce the news and the place where the news event is occurring. However, Jaiyen (2009) 
outlines three categories involved in maintaining accuracy. The first one is, “‘plain” – that is, not confirmed 
by other sources, but the journalist believes the story is likely. In this case, it will be reported with a note 
that it was an unconfirmed story. By informing the readers in this way, journalists serve journalistic ethics 
and still inform the readers. The second category is “‘confirmed’, usually where the journalist has at least 
one confirmation. But sometimes journalists need several, because even confirmed reports could be 
wrong as exiled media have once learned during Khin Nyunt’s days (Khin Nyunt is a former Chief of 
Intelligence and Prime Minister of the regime in 2003-2004, who waged a misinformation campaign to 
discredit exiled media - Jaiyen, 2009). The last category is “‘reliable’, the source has proven 
trustworthiness in the past. Even so, journalists have to grill the sources to get as many details and 
supporting documents as possible (Jaiyen, 2009).  

Writing and constructing story  



Exiled journalists have to make sure that they are providing enough information to readers despite the 
issue of source protection and accuracy checking. According to Jaiyen (2009) the priority when writing 
and constructing a story is always to make sure and double check whether the story is readable to 
readers and the readers believe it as journalists do. “Protection of sources is a precaution, and the editor 
will check that sources are protected but not more than that”(Jaiyen, 2009). In reflecting on journalists in 
China Tong (2007) finds that source protection is an essential standard rule of journalists in China 
particularly when the story deals with political and investigative issues. However, protecting the sources 
does not mean that journalists abandon the truth and avoid the sensitive issues that concern authorities. 
“The best way to keep a report safe is to avoid overt expressions of value or opinion and to weave the 
meaning of events into the presentation of facts” (Tong, 2007:532). For Burmese exiled journalists, 
however, it is a little different from the Chinese journalists. Burmese exiled journalists do not require 
avoiding overt expressions in a story but are more concerned with protecting sources. And Burmese 
exiled journalists do not need to be concerned with  the banning and protection of themselves because 
the exile journalists live outside the control of the Burmese regime.     

People become the journalist  

According to Lintner (2001) Burmese language began in the 11th century and “early Burmese writers 
wrote their words in stone. More than 500 stone inscriptions of that era are still in existence today. ‘I, the 
free, will liberate those in bondage,’ is a stone inscription by a king in 1150 AD illustrating the Burmese 
concept of freedom and Buddhist philosophy” (Lintner, 2001, p25). Burma had dozens of newspapers in 
Burmese, English, Chinese and several Indian languages during the colonial period. There were also 
many journals printed in minority languages in Burma. However, after the military coup in 1962, the 
freedom of press continued to decline and today Burma is listed in the world most repressive of free 
speech. “Being a journalist in Burma is a lot like walking on the high wire without a net. One false move 
and you might plunge into the abyss of a political prison” (Lintner, 2001, P21). The military government 
attempts to muzzle the media have not stopped at borders. Foreign journalists have been threatened in 
their own countries, and the junta has even urged foreign governments to join in the repression (Lintner, 
2001).  

However, repression on the free press did not stop people becoming journalists. Many people decided to 
become journalists with the intention of revealing the truth with their pens. Jaiyen (2009) claims he has 
been a sort of journalist all his life since his childhood, holding three characteristics “nosiness, hunger to 
tell stories and to write them”. He began doing that in an informal way and began his professional 
journalist career in 1996 (Jaiyen, 2009). Most Burmese dissident journalists began from citizen 
journalists. They create their own blogs, their own newsletters and magazines to disseminate information. 
These activities are based on activist ideology in which they eager to reveal injustice in society and show 
the military regime’s wrong doing (Chowdhury, 2008). For example, the Monks demonstration and the 
crackdown on demonstrators in 2007 revealed that people became journalists by contributing information. 
During the protests there were citizen journalists submitting mobile phone film material and other 
information and images to overseas blogs, video sharing websites like YouTube or exiled media (Buck, 
2007). People cannot be a journalist without reason as Gordimer (1985) argues that people become a 
writer or journalist because of their social conscience. Due to the demand of both the citizens of Burma 
and the world community, the funding for exiled media has increased dramatically from American donors. 
The National Endowment for Democracy (NED) has spent around $3.7m a year on its Burmese 
programme. These funds were used to support opposition media including the Democratic Voice of 
Burma, a radio station and satellite television channel, to bolster dissidents’ information technology skills 
(Amy Kazmin, 2007). 

The justification of objectivity without formal jou rnalistic education  

Many Burmese exiled journalists are untrained from university. They are briefly trained fby International 
NGOs and some trainers are from media organisations. “I learned in a few days from Western journalists. 
Apart from that, all I have learned has been through my experience and occasional advice and criticisms 
from our readers” (Jaiyen, 2009). However, exile journalists produce quality stories of the same standard 
as the journalists who have been educated at the universities. Freidson (2004) argues that the profession 
is not about possession a university’s recognition, it comprises substantial distinctive commitments and 
skills to be a professional. For example, Denise Leith, a British photojournalist began her photojournalist 



career with no training and later she became a professional photojournalist by learning from her own 
experience. “No one ever instructed me on ‘rules of journalistic conduct’ and the magazines that 
commissioned my photography never mentioned the subject! I just had to use my own integrity” (Leith, 
2004:356). In the case of Burmese exile journalists, it reveals that having or not having a professional 
status from institution is not as important as serving the public with journalistic ethics.  

According to Deuze (2005), the occupational ideology of journalism as ‘cultural knowledge that 
constitutes ‘news judgment’, is rooted deeply in the communicators’ consciousness. He argues that 
journalists in different countries have the same consciousness in term of professionalization as expressed 
through the measured characteristics of media practitioner populations. Similarly, Burmese exile 
journalists play the same significant role as their fellow western journalists. For example, exile journalists 
and citizen journalists were certainly successful in bringing Burma to international awareness in 2007 and 
at other times. This huge success of dissidents and exiled media has to be regarded in the context of new 
communication technology (Buck, 2007). Exile journalists are playing a significant role in term of news 
production. More than one hundred news issues from Burma are produced each day from onlines, blogs, 
and different kind of prints, radio and TV. The news is produced in many different languages including 
English, Burmese, Shan and other ethnic group languages of Burma. Some of them are produced from 
the original sources inside Burma and some are reproduced from the media inside and outside Burma 
(Jaiyen, 2009). Most major international media corporations have to rely on the exile media in order to 
provide their readership with news about Burma issues, particularly when there is major event in Burma.   

To sum up, exile journalists do apply similar journalistic ethical standards as those of their fellow western 
journalists despite limitations on accessing sources. The professional practice of using guerrilla tactics of 
gathering information, protecting the sources, accuracy checking and structuring story have helped both 
journalists and information providers continue their activities. However, it is suggested that exile 
journalists could be more professional in term of constructing a story. For example, journalists have to be 
neutral on the sources they use in their stories, such as balancing the source from the military and from 
the dissident side. Because many exile journalists have political activist backgrounds their reports could 
contain their feeling on the military regime. There is no doubt that the military regime is listed as the most 
outrageous and repressive government in the world. However, exiled journalists have to keep in mind that 
the ethics of journalism require that they inform and cover from all sides and include all voices in order to 
maintain and develop high standards of reporting.  

-------------------- 

Thousands donate hair to fix pagoda road in remote Burma   
Telegraph.co.uk - 22 June 2009 

Thousands of Burmese have donated 1,750 pounds of their hair in a campaign to repair the route to a 
sacred Buddhist pagoda, reports said on Sunday.  

About 30,000 women and more than 100 men from the central city of Mandalay and nearby towns have 
donated the hair, Kumudra magazine quoted a Buddhist monk as saying.  

Some of the locks measured 4 feet in length, said Shin Wayama Nanda, the chief abbot of Mandalay's 
Naga monastery.  

Monks overseeing the upkeep of the remote Alaungdaw Kathapha pagoda will use proceeds from the 
sale of hair to repair sections of a road and build bridges leading to the popular pilgrimage site, which is 
said to contain the remains of one of Buddha's disciples.  

The hair will be used in wigs or dolls, or it can be sold to traders from China for similar purposes.  

The campaign has spread to Yangon, the largest city in Burma, which is also known as Myanmar, 
Popular magazine reported.  

Access to the pagoda in the country's northwest is difficult. Some sections of the route can be reached 
only by foot or on elephant.  

"With the money acquired from the sale of hair, sections of the 25-kilometer (15-mile) road (will be 
repaired) and 15 small and medium-length bridges will be built," Shin Wayama Nanda said.  

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/burmamyanmar/5597590/Thousands-donate-hair-to-fix-pagoda-road-in-remote-Burma.html


One span will be called the "Shwe Hsan Nwe bridge," or "Bridge of Golden Tresses".  

-------------------- 

Farmers Suffer Drought  
Narinjara News - 19 June 2009 

Sittwe: Farmers in Arakan State are suffering from drought in the area and have been unable to start 
cultivation of their fields even one month into this year's cultivation season, said one farmer from Arakan.  

"Every year we plough our farms in the beginning of June, but this year we can not start to plow even 
though the time has reached nearly one month. We all want rain to come to our state soon," he said.  

Last year at this time, half of the cultivation of the farms was complete in Arakan State, but this year the 
cultivation has yet to begin due to the lack of rain.  

A farmer from Kai Shay Village in Taungup Township said, "All nursery farms were damaged because 
there is no rain. In the first week of June this year, we were planting seeds in the nursery farms as there 
was rain in our state, but now the rain has disappeared."  

In addition to the lack of rain throughout Arakan, the weather has been extremely hot, making it difficult 
for people to work outside during the day.  

A farmer from Maungdaw said, "I have never seen such drought before. The weather is very bad because 
there is no rain. We can not go to our farms in the day time for working."  

"In another 15 days, Buddhist lent will start. Last year at this time, our farm was almost plowed, but this 
year there has been nothing to do yet. All farmers suffer from drought and they are worried about their 
cultivation failing this year," the farmer added.  

-------------------- 

Opinion & Analysis  

Thinking outside the box  - by Bo Kyaw Nyein     
Mizzima - 21 June 2009  

Although many Burmese do not want to admit it, the situation inside Burma is at a stalemate and, frankly 
speaking, no one has a good workable solution or strategy to overcome the current status quo. By 
silencing the voice of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, the beloved national leader and democratic icon, the ruling 
Burmese military junta has been able to squash the momentum and hope for democracy in Burma.    

Refining proven techniques used during the previous rule of General Ne Win, current junta Supremo 
General Than Shwe uses poverty, time and space as tools of suppression concerning the general public. 
When people are struggling for their own survival they do not have the time or means to finance political 
opposition, while the junta all the meanwhile slowly and methodically squeezes the “political space” 
available to the opposition. As time passes on, the opposition becomes depressed and hopeless.    

The military has even created a think-tank, the Office of Strategic Studies (OSS), to formulate and 
implement strategies to counter Western economic sanctions. The wooing of the triumvirate of China, 
India and ASEAN as well as promotion of the policies of constructive engagement and the so-called 7-
step roadmap are all OSS products.    

It is the failure of the opposition, especially those in exile, not to have created a think-tank to study military 
thinking and formulate strategies and policies to counter political offenses initiated by the State Peace 
and Development Council (SPDC), the official name of today's Burmese military junta. The result of this 
critical shortcoming is obvious – the opposition still clings to an outdated strategy of pressuring the SPDC 
to come to the negotiating table via Western economic sanctions and the threat of UN Security Council 
action.    

However, the SPDC has insulated itself from such threats by securing the Chinese veto at the UN 
Security Council and has now even secured a Russian veto too as a means of providing insurance. While 
targeted sanctions are somewhat effective, the SPDC is using Singapore bank accounts under borrowed 
names to bypass American initiated banking restrictions. Further, they have somehow also managed to 
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bypass Western visa restrictions, as evidenced by the presence of their family members visiting or 
residing in the United States and Europe. Meanwhile, the SPDC continues to reap the profits from the 
sale of natural gas to an energy hungry world.     

The United States, truthfully speaking, has no national interest in Burma and thus its support is reduced 
to rhetoric and a feel-good policy of supporting the opposition on moral grounds. The opposition does not 
seem to understand the reality that diplomacy has its limits in forcing an agreeable solution to Burma's 
political impasse. It has become clear to this author that the Burmese opposition does not have a winning 
“strategy” and the Americans do not have a “Burma Policy”.    

On the other hand, China, sharing a long border with Burma, definitely has a national interest in Burma. 
Burma has become a client, if not yet a vassal, state of China. The Chinese do not care who governs 
Burma as long as it serves China's interests. For both China and the SPDC, the status quo is deemed 
satisfactory and beneficial.    

With America preoccupied with wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and struggling to survive a global recession, 
the United States is in no position to extend much effective help to countries associated with minimal 
national interest. Taking advantage of the reduced American power projection, the Russians and Chinese 
are cementing their military relationship through the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. While American 
prestige has been declining, China’s economic and military power has been on the rise, with China's 
gross domestic product set to overtake America's in the near future. These global developments must 
boost the confidence of the military rulers in Burma.   

Thinking they have the upper hand against the opposition, the SPDC announced last year a forthcoming 
general election for 2010. Since this announcement, it has been a dilemma for the NLD in deciding 
whether to join or boycott the election. The key variable in the equation is “legitimacy”.    

The NLD was the winner of the 1990 election and can claim to have the mandate of the people and 
thus…legitimacy. The 2010 election is a clear attempt to erase the NLD's political legitimacy through 
another election. Knowing this intention, most Burmese are against the NLD joining the election, and 
those that think otherwise are commonly labeled as traitors. The problem is that there is no alternative 
solution but to stick to this "legitimacy" banner in opposing the military junta. The danger is that the SPDC 
will somehow successfully manipulate the results and as time progresses and future electoral cycles 
come to pass, the legitimacy and existence of the NLD will slowly fade into history.   

Not knowing how to tackle this election dilemma, the NLD has instead asked the SPDC to change the 
proposed constitution in an attempt to buy further time. Confident and arrogant, the SPDC has not even 
bothered to respond. The thinking among some NLD supporters is that the military government definitely 
desires legitimacy for the 2010 election and without NLD participation it will be hard for the global 
community to endorse the election results – relying on China to pressure the generals into some form of 
compromise.    

The common wisdom thus gravitates towards the NLD sitting out the 2010 election. Seeing no solution in 
sight, this author was previously of a similar position. But, after observing the recent developments in the 
Iranian election, the strategic thinking in pursuit of a democratic Burma has changed dramatically.    

First, it is doubtful if the SPDC really wants the NLD to join the 2010 election. This author believes that 
because the ruling dictators are military men, they think like soldiers. Every military must have a “battle 
plan” before every battle. The SPDC considers every situation as a “battle”. General Than Shwe is trained 
in psychological warfare and it is clear no one really comprehensively knows the plans for the 2010 
election, except the military honcho himself.    

There are reasons to believe that General Khin Nyunt did want the NLD to join the election when he 
announced the 7-step roadmap soon after he was appointed Prime Minister. It was his OSS plan and he 
was the key architect – his credibility was on the line. But General Than Shwe’s thinking is very different 
from that of General Khin Nyunt’s.   

The SPDC knows the NLD's dilemma and it is possible that the SPDC attempted to set a trap for the 
opposition with the release of veteran NLD leader U Win Tin after nearly 20 years imprisonment. Was it a 
ploy to influence the NLD to stay out of the 2010 election? Everyone knows the hard-line stance of U Win 
Tin.    



Even if the SPDC can successfully manipulate the 2010 election, the legitimacy of the 1990 election is 
still valid by claiming the 2010 election rigged. But, if that is true, then why join the 2010 election at all?   

There are two main reasons why the SPDC has been able to suppress the opposition:   

(1)   The SPDC has been able to silence the voice of Daw Suu thru long term detention and isolation. 

(2)   The NLD inside the country and NCGUB in exile cannot build the necessary political infrastructure 
and initiate the needed political “ACTIONS” to keep the burning desire and momentum for freedom alive.   

If the NLD decided to join the 2010 election, the NLD should make two simple requests in line with the 
necessary requirements for participation in any election:    

(1)   The NLD should be given political space and permission to campaign for the election. 

(2)   Foreign observers, particularly from ASEAN, the EU and China should be invited to ensure a free 
and fair election. America should be left out of the equation for obvious reasons.    

If we observe the 2009 Iranian election, the crowd gets bigger and bigger and the momentum gets 
stronger and stronger as the campaign gets closer and closer to election day because Iranian voters, 
especially the young and women, started to see and feel the chance and hope for change.   

With election results announced only 12 hours after voting booths closed, young people became 
convinced the polling must have been rigged. As a result, they are now protesting even as the crackdown 
has already begun. If the hard line Iranian government gets tough and mishandles the crisis, it could 
easily anger and irritate the people – eventually reaching its apex with the realization of another "color" 
revolution.   

However, there is one major significant difference between Burma and Iran. While there is a certain 
section of the Iranian population, especially among the rural poor and relatively uneducated, who 
disproportionately support President Ahmadinejad, the overwhelming majority of the Burmese population 
dislikes, if not outright despises, the Burmese generals. Even some members of the armed forces are 
against the generals.    

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is still the iconic figure. She is still the symbol of defiance, change and hope.    

This author can say with certainty that if NLD participates in the 2010 election, the people will vote again 
for the NLD, if not because of Daw Suu simply because people will vote against the ruling junta. General 
Than Shwe realizes this and this is the reason he does not want the NLD's participation. If the NLD 
correctly reads the ground situation and enters the 2010 election, the whole game plan will be changed 
for the SPDC – they will be forced to cheat, further angering the people.   

Meanwhile, continuing to pursue such a scenario, the global community can then shame election 
observers from ASEAN and China. And if the SPDC still stubbornly refuses to listen to the international 
community's advice as usual, a split could occur between SPDC and its sponsers.  

However, if the NLD does not participate in the election they lose by default.   

There is yet another sensitive issue to be considered. One of the key concerns for China is “stability” on 
its southern border. China wields enormous power over most of the ethnic leaders in northern Burma, 
especially the Wa.   

The Wa possess the largest non-state army within Burma and are armed with modern weaponry supplied 
by the Chinese. One of the SPDC's plans for the 2010 election is to integrate the armies of ceasefire 
groups into border guards. Wa leadership is rumored to be resisting this push. If the Wa succeed in 
resisting this SPDC plan, others such as the Kachin will also surely resist. Then, it will be back to square 
one and the renewal of another round of armed conflict cannot be ruled out.    

If the opposition is able to add more instability to the mix with mass demonstrations, it will certainly hurt 
China’s interest. China does not want refugees pouring in and the UN setting up refugee camps inside 
China. As a result, there could arise a tipping point where China and ASEAN leaders come to their 
senses and say enough is enough.   



If China opts not to exercise its UN Security Council veto and if Singapore ceases its economic support 
and banking facilities, the SPDC will definitely be left in a very difficult position. Concurrently, if opposition 
leaders are smart enough to organize efficient demonstrations (not an easy task) and create another 
"color" revolution, we can shoot for the stars and go for complete regime change. If not, the crisis can 
create an environment for negotiations.    

Like it or not, the reality is that the opposition is presently dead in the water with no proper infrastructure, 
organization or strategy at its disposal. It is time to smell the coffee, take a risk, and change the plan.   

Do we want to see Daw Aung San Suu Kyi as the 21st century's Mandela or another Dalai Lama.   

For starters, the NCGUB should wisely allocate their resources by trying to send young freedom fighters 
from inside the country to Iran to go and observe and learn from the latest street fighting, instead of 
wasting resources on NGOs writing useless transition plans rejected by almost every member of the 
Burmese opposition.    

Every Burmese freedom fighter who is interested and who can afford it should go to Iran and learn. Much 
has changed since the 8888 uprising. We should learn how Iran youth who are fighting on the streets and 
in cyber space, shutting down propaganda machines and government websites alike.   

It is time to move from passive non-violence to active non-violence, and fight to win. Otherwise, history 
will condemn our generation.      

(Bo Kyaw Nyein is the youngest son of U Kyaw Nyein, one of the leaders during the Independence 
movement and a member of Aung San’s cabinet, later becoming Deputy Prime Minister during the 
government of U Nu. Bo Kyaw was in turn one of the leaders during the U Thant uprising, subsequently 
spending five years in prison. He is an independent writer and observer working for democracy in Burma 
and writing for Mizzima as well as American online media. He can be reached at bnyein@gmail.com.)  

-------------------- 

COMMENTARY: Whys and Suu Kyi - By Kyaw Zwa Moe   
Irrawaddy – 19 June 2009  

Several “whys” woke me up this morning on the 64th birthday of Aung San Suu Kyi, who would wake up 
this morning to the sounds of prisoners’ iron shackles and the harsh shouts of wardens in the Insein 
Prison compound.  

The first “why” was: Why have the powerful Burmese generals who control 400,000 soldiers detained Suu 
Kyi for more than 13 of the past 19 years?  

The answer is simple. They are afraid of the 64-year-old Nobel Peace Prize winner, who now represents 
democracy to people not only in Burma but around the world.  

Though she has been mentally and physically held down by the junta since 1988 when she dedicated her 
life to restore democracy in Burma, Suu Kyi has proved how strong, resilient and durable she is. 
Recently, she has even become more threatening to the generals.  

Why are they so afraid?  

Basically, she represents the truth. “Truth is a powerful weapon,” she said once. “And truth—like anything 
that is powerful—can be frightening or reassuring, depending on which side you are on.”   

“If you’re on the side of truth, it’s very reassuring—you have its protection. But if you’re on the side of 
untruth—then it’s very frightening,” she said in the book The Voice of Hope, based mainly on interviews 
with her after her release from her first house arrest in 1995,  

The junta is on the side of untruth. One of its big lies was the 1990 election, the results of which were 
simply discarded by the generals after Suu Kyi’s party, National League for Democracy, won by a 
landslide. The people gave her a huge mandate which, in the junta’s eyes, was something to fear.   

The generals broke their promise after the election to convene a people’s assembly and hand over power 
to the winner. Voters will never forget that lie.  

http://www.irrawaddy.org/opinion_story.php?art_id=16118


Why is she so respected as a leader?  

She has practiced what she believes even when dealing with one of the most cruel and cunning regimes 
in the world: “Honesty is the best policy.” To that, however, some detractors say, “She is saint, but not 
politician.”  

Suu Kyi once said: “Political integrity means just plain honesty in politics. One of the most important 
things is never to deceive the people. Any politician who deceives the people either for the sake of his 
party or because he imagines it’s for the sake of people, is lacking in political integrity.”  

Even after the brutal treatment of the past 21 years, she still applies that policy of “honesty,” and her 
dedication and conviction to restore democracy has never wavered.     

Her words have touched the Burmese people, and her actions have impressed them, proving to the 
people she is a true leader. 

Why is she still relevant, even though she has been forced off-stage in terms of political activity? 

Even during her trial, which was called “an absurd mockery of justice” by Britain Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown, she again raised the issue of national reconciliation which is the only way to bring about peaceful 
change in the country.  

“There could be many opportunities for national reconciliation if all parties so wished,” she told diplomats 
she met in Insein Prison in May. “It was not too late for something good to come out of this unfortunate 
incident.”   

Obviously, what she said showed that she has been thinking of the development of the country. When 
she got an opportunity to make an important point, she used it.  

She first began calling for dialogue soon after she became active in politics in 1988. The international 
community unanimously supports dialogue, but the junta is deaf.  

Many people in Burma believe that she is the only capable and trustworthy leader who can deal with the 
generals in a national reconciliation process. Not only that, she is the best person to reconcile with the 
diverse ethnic groups and reform economic and development policies, and she is a leader who can deal 
with regional and world leaders.  

The last “why” was: Why has the international community taken so long to obtain her freedom?  

That is a big question. There are several factors, such as the world has never been united when it comes 
to a Burma policy. Also, in the past two decades, many world leaders have become inured to the phrase 
“Free Suu Kyi” and failed to take action. 

Gordon Brown renewed the call for the world to act in his article on her birthday. He noted three points: “I 
have been struck by how Burma’s neighbors have led the world community in calling for Aung San Suu 
Kyi’s release. We need to translate this outrage into ongoing political pressure for change.”  

Also, he said, “We need the UN Security Council to reinforce its calls for Suu Kyi’s release and to support 
the secretary-general’s efforts to bring about political progress through an early visit to Burma.”  

He continued, “We should impose a new set of tough sanctions that target the regime’s economic 
interests. We will be pushing for stronger European Union action in that regard. Such a step would hit the 
business interests of the generals and their cronies.” 

Brown’s points have all been repeated many times, which shows that the world has been good at talking 
about what to do, but lacking in achieving results.  

Today is Suu Kyi 64th birthday, and the leaders of the world, including Brown, have again called for her 
immediate release and suggested many ways to deal with the regime.  

But, again, we’ll have to wait and see. We will know if the world has succeeded in taking effective actions 
to win her freedom by her next birthday in 2010. 

 -------------------- 



Of protests and players: Iran, Burma and the U.S. - by Joseph Ball  
Mizzima News - 19 June 2009  

(Commentary) Grainy images of urban streets packed with predominantly young protesters filmed from a 
chaotic pedestrian overpass – the mass of people below surging forward together only to disperse in 
individual parts. Pictures and video issuing forth from civilian journalists in Tehran of reportedly hundreds 
of thousands marching in opposition to the country's recent electoral results all too easily aroused an 
indulgence in romantic reminiscences of mass protest amidst a sea of saffron.   

Disaffection – especially among Iranian youth – to the prevailing government, the harsh crackdown on 
protesters conducted in the early stages by civilian pro-government militias and reliance on the part of the 
opposition on new means of media technology in disseminating news of the protests all contributed to a 
feeling of nostalgia for the heady days almost two years previously spewing forth from Shwedagon 
Pagoda and sweeping through the streets of Rangoon.   

Yet, upon further reflection the streets of Tehran in June 2009 speak of far more differences than 
similarities in relation to Rangoon in September 2007, and the similarities that do exist remain largely 
uncommented upon in the face of the visual spectacle of mass demonstration and physical confrontation 
between protesters and security forces alike.   

Protests in Iran, in support of the Presidential candidacy of Mir Hossein Mousavi, are far from 
revolutionary in nature. As opposed to concretely refuting a system of governance and the elite class – as 
the streets of Rangoon commonly came to symbolize – what is transpiring in Iran is an internal power 
struggle among the ruling class, albeit bolstered by rival civilian blocs. 

Several Iranian opposition figures arrested to date held senior government positions under former 
reformist President Mohammad Khatami – whose largely failed agenda was indicative of the curtailed 
powers of the country's civilian Head-of-State as well as the muted reformist agenda itself. Among those 
detained are Mohammad Ali Abtahi, former Vice-President, Behzad Nabavi, a former Deputy Speaker of 
Parliament, Mohsen Mirdamadi, who headed Parliament's foreign policy commission and former 
government spokesman Abdollah Ramezanzadeh. 

And while strong language has echoed forth from figures such as Grand Ayatollah Montazeri – who 
commented, "Our youth, hoping to see their rightful will fulfilled, came on the scene and waited patiently. 
This was the greatest occasion for the government’s officials to bond with their people," a sentiment with 
which Burmese opposition elements can certainly take heart – the language merely further cemented a 
long-standing ideological divide on Islamic governance between those who vied for the country's 
leadership following the death of Ayatollah Khomeini some two decades previously. 

U.S. President Barack Obama himself curtly spelled out the situation earlier this week while speaking with 
CNBC: "Although there is amazing ferment taking place in Iran, the difference between Ahmedinejad and 
Mousavi in terms of their actual positions may not be as great as has been advertised." 

If some form of compromise comes about as a result of the current unrest in Iranian urban centers, 
Burmese opposition elements would be wise to take notice of the highly visible presence of members of 
the established ruling class within the ranks of the protesters. And even if little tangible is seen to come of 
the protests, the degree of complexity for the government in confronting essentially an enemy within 
should not be lost. 

Regarding American strategic approaches in dealing with Iran, though the Iranian government has 
accused the Obama administration of fueling the protests, to the degree that U.S. influence has 
contributed to the present instability in Iran, it is much more a dying reflection of the policies of the 
previous administration of George W. Bush – married with a long-standing Israeli security doctrine of 
external threat perception and deterrence.   

Despite the rhetoric of Bush and the former First Lady in staunch, and sincere, support of the Burmese 
opposition, Iran – and specifically Tehran – today is emblematic of the significantly higher importance 
assessed by the U.S. to Iran as opposed to Burma.   

http://www.mizzima.com/edop/commentary/2332-of-protests-and-players-iran-burma-and-the-us-.html


In June 2008, it was revealed that a 2007 Bush administration directive provided for an additional 400 
million dollars to expand U.S. operations in Iran, one priority of which was described as "supporting 
opposition groups in a bid to undermine the current regime."  

As for Burma, the analogous level of financial support – generously estimated – stood at well less than 
five percent the amount allocated opposition elements within the Islamic Republic.   

Concerning the Bush versus Obama administrations, Washington's priorities vis-à-vis Tehran have not 
markedly changed, however the strategic approaches to meeting American foreign policy objectives could 
potentially see a radical departure under the Obama administration as compared to his predecessor – 
precisely such a potential about-face in strategy which has sent shockwaves of urgency through some 
Burmese opposition camps.   

How best to confront and deal with the growing possibility of a nuclear Iran? In its approach of targeting 
Iranian civilian opposition elements, the Bush administration hoped to auger in an era of democratically 
elected – or possibly better said, installed – politicians empowered and capable of reaching agreements 
with the international community concerning Iran's nuclear ambitions.   

For Obama, the question now is whether to outwardly adopt the Bush approach, giving vocal support to 
the ambitions of the protesters on the streets of Iran, or to maintain pursuit of a policy of constructive 
engagement with the established decision making hierarchy – interpreting ultimate authority in directing 
Iran's nuclear capabilities as lying in the hands of Khamenei and the Guardian Council, an unelected 
body it appears not under any immediate threat from the current round of protests.   

For Burmese, in witnessing the fallout of the 2009 Iranian election, what is important regarding American 
foreign policy is an appreciation for the significantly reduced American national interest associated with 
Burma as opposed to Iran. And, it should be added, an apparent inclination on the part of Obama to 
approach foreign policy objectives from a much more realist platform than the ideological dais occupied 
by his predecessor.     

In addition to critical differences between Iran and Burma, and the interests and approaches of the United 
States concerning the two countries, there are also similarities warranting comment. One such 
observable tapering of history concerning Iran 2009 and Burma 2007 is the starkly defined deviation 
between urban and rural populations.   

A vastly disproportionate amount of attention given post-election Iran has dealt with urban protests to the 
announced electoral result – populations which both primary camps admitted throughout campaigning 
were hotly contested battlegrounds. However, with Ahmedinejad regarded as widely popular among rural 
areas, which comprise a third of the Iranian state (the corresponding ratio for Burma is two-thirds), 
assumption that the streets of Tehran and other urban focal points are representative of a final vote tally 
in favor of Mousavi are highly speculative, even if there did exist instances of voting fraud.   

Obama himself came dangerously close to falling into the trap of equating sentiments predominantly 
relayed via media savvy urban centers as automatically representative of a general national consensus 
when he aired his hope that the final outcome from the election would affirm "the universal principles of 
peaceful expression and democracy."  

Politics, especially as seen relating to a developing or third world country through the lens of the dominant 
international media often focuses on urban voices – an approach arguably not altogether conducive to 
covering protests in Tehran and Rangoon. Additionally, the potential political disenfranchisement of rural 
populations in the developing and third worlds is in turn only heightened with the infusion of further media 
technologies grossly over-representative of a young urban class.    

Analysts have already remarked on the necessity of Iran's rural population to rise up if the present round 
of protests is to realize any significant change. A somewhat similar lesson can also be learned from the 
aftermath of Burma's Saffron Revolution.   

All this is not to say that Burma's rural population should be estimated to support the military government 
or oppose any potential candidacy of Aung San Suu Kyi, but it would also be unwise to believe that the 
interests and priorities of the rural population are synonymous with those expressed in the country's 



urban centers and technological "hot spots". Change, yes…but what kind of change, to what end and 
speaking to what priorities?  

What, then, can ultimately be taken from the streets of Tehran and applied to strategic formulations 
focusing on a future Burmese state?   

First, the incorporation of existing elites into the opposition power structure carries disproportionate 
strength and potential for power projection. Second, an Obama administration is far from eager, perhaps 
even already decisively unwilling, to mimeograph a Bush approach to diplomacy or the meeting of foreign 
policy objectives. Lastly, lines of communication need not only be strengthened between Rangoon and 
other international portals, but even more significantly between Burma's urban population and the 
country's vast rural hinterland.  

A refusal to incorporate these lessons and others into the strategic framework of Burma crisis 
management and conflict transformation will likely only ensure more of the same for Burma's struggling 
populace.  

-------------------- 

Solidarity with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and the people  of Burma - By Carl Gershman  
The Nation – 22 June 2009 

NEVER HAS IT BEEN more important to demonstrate firm and effective solidarity with Aung San Suu Kyi 
and the people of Burma whom she represents. Her trial is presented by the Burmese regime as a legal 
proceeding. But let us be clear - it is nothing of the sort. It is simply the latest in a long line of political 
actions intended to cover an illegitimate dictatorship with a thin veneer of democratic and legal formality. 
And it will fail because the regime's word games and political machinations are no match for the Lady's 
"plain honesty in politics", as she calls it.  

From the isolation of her house arrest Aung San Suu Kyi radiates a moral authority that exposes the 
illegitimacy of the Burmese regime and all of its pretensions to appear different from what it really is. The 
Orwellian lie contained it its name - the State Peace and Development Council - is laid bare by her 
integrity and simple truthfulness.  

The sham nature of its new constitution is revealed by the provisions within it that are specifically 
designed to disqualify her from becoming president. Her trial on the ludicrous charge of breach of house 
arrest sheds light on the lawlessness of the regime. And since it has no purpose other than to keep her 
under arrest during the election that is scheduled to be held next year, it also exposes that election as the 
illegitimate farce that it will surely be.  

And the trial does something else as well. It sends a message to the American government, which is 
undertaking a review of its Burma policy, and to the international community that is awaiting the results of 
that review, that the SPDC has no interest whatsoever in a new relationship, either with the United States 
or with its own people. In his inaugural address President Obama offered to extend a hand to any 
authoritarian government that unclenched its fist. The Burmese government has responded to this 
gesture by tightening its fist, not just by this infamous trial and the imprisonment of more than 2,100 
peaceful dissenters, but by intensifying its assault on the Karen and other ethnic minorities, which have 
been decimated over the last 15 years by the criminal destruction of more than 3,300 villages.  

There is also evidence that the regime has strengthened its collaboration with North Korea, which has 
helped build an extensive network ofunderground installations in the area of Burma's capital.  

It is obviously exceedingly difficult, to modify the behaviour of a government like the SPDC in Burma that 
is so blatantly cynical and oppressive and shows no regard whatsoever for the well-being of its own 
people or for the good opinion of the international community.  

But if it is true, as President Obama said in his inaugural address, that a government that clings "to power 
through corruption and deceit and the silencing of dissent" is "on the wrong side of history", and this 
surely applies to Burma, then certain conclusions inevitably follow.  

Change will come in Burma not through the reform of the system - especially if that takes the form of a 
phoney constitution, show trials and a sham election - but through the steady and relentless application of 

http://www.nationmultimedia.com/2009/06/22/opinion/opinion_30105725.php


pressure over time seeking the fundamental transformation of the system, a sharpening of its internal 
contradictions, and the gradual emergence from within the population of an alternative force that cannot 
be denied.  

There are many steps that can be taken toward this end, including a strengthening of sanctions in the 
form of a broader and more effective embargo on the sale of arms to the Burmese regime.  

Burma is unusual in that there is no country in the world where the contrast is more sharply drawn 
between a dark and repressive regime and a people that so clearly aspires to peace and reconciliation.  

This was clear during the Saffron Revolution when monks and common citizens marched peacefully 
through the streets in massive numbers chanting slogans having to do with reconciliation, dialogue, 
freedom from fear and distress, and the belief that all beings of the universe have dignity and should 
enjoy freedom, only to be shot down by the agents of a lawless and heartless government.  

And it is true today when Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, with fearlessness and courage, an unbreakable spirit, 
and steadfast devotion to the principles of democracy and non-violence, refuses to succumb to those who 
would oppress her.  

It is our obligation, as she has said, to use our freedom to support hers - and the freedom of her people. 
And eventually she'll win because unlike her jailers, she's on the right side of history.  

 -------------------- 

News - ASSK 

Myanmar's Suu Kyi turns 64 amid outrage over trial  
Reuters- 19 June 2009 

By Aung Hla Tun 

YANGON - Myanmar opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi spent her 64th birthday in detention on Friday 
as supporters worldwide condemned her trial and called for tougher sanctions against the military regime. 

Nyan Win, a lawyer defending the Nobel laureate who faces up to five years in jail, said Suu Kyi would be 
allowed a few visitors to Yangon's Insein prison, where she is on trial over charges she broke the terms of 
her house arrest. 

"I'm going to send her some birthday presents and food so she can celebrate with a few guests," he told 
Reuters. 

Confined for nearly 14 of the past 20 years, Suu Kyi's birthday has become an annual ritual inside and 
outside Myanmar for campaigners seeking an end to decades of military rule that has left the country an 
impoverished international pariah. 

But the day has taken on added significance this year amid international outrage at her trial, which is 
widely expected to end with a guilty verdict. 

Protests are planned outside Myanmar embassies in major capitals around the world. 

An online campaign, www.64forsuu.org, drew thousands of messages of support, including good wishes 
from world leaders and celebrities. 

"Aung San Suu Kyi is an inspiration to her country and the rest of the world," wrote former Beatle Paul 
McCartney. "I truly admire her infallible resolve and her determination to stand up for what she believes 
in." 

"RIDICULOUS TRIAL" 

Suu Kyi is accused of breaking the terms of her house arrest by allowing an American intruder, John 
Yettaw, to stay for two days after he swam to her Yangon home in early May. 

She says the trial, set to resume on June 26, is politically motivated to exclude her from next year's 
elections. Critics call the polls a sham to entrench nearly half a century of military rule in the former 
Burma. 

http://www.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idUSTRE55I0Y720090619


In London, British Foreign Office Minister Ivan Lewis said Suu Kyi was being tried on "ridiculous and 
bogus trumped-up charges." He said the European Union would consider further sanctions against the 
junta after the trial ended. 

"We (Britain) continue to believe that further targeted financial sanctions would increase pressure on the 
regime," he told reporters. 

In Yangon, members of Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy (NLD) will gather at the party's 
dilapidated headquarters to release doves and call for the release of more than 2,000 political prisoners 
and a meaningful transition to democracy. 

As in past years, they will probably be ignored as the regime presses ahead with its "roadmap to 
democracy" and silences dissent in the run-up to the 2010 polls. Scores of activists and dissidents have 
been convicted by the courts, which have a history of bending laws to suit the generals. 

Myanmar's High Court agreed this week to hear arguments from Suu Kyi's lawyers to reinstate two 
banned defense witnesses. Even if the ban is overturned, it's unlikely to have any impact. 

Britain's ambassador to Myanmar, Mark Canning, speaking to reporters in London by video link from 
Yangon, said there was no doubt Suu Kyi would be found guilty. But she would probably be sentenced to 
a further period of house arrest, rather than jail. 

(Writing by Darren Schuettler; Editing by Alan Raybould and Jeremy Laurence) 

-------------------- 

US Tells Suu Kyi She Inspires All who Love Freedom,  Democracy   
Irrawaddy – 19 June 2009  

By Lalit K Jha    

WASHINGTON — In a message marking Friday’s birthday of Burmese opposition leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi, the US State Department says the 64-year-old Nobel Peace Prize laureate inspires all who support 
freedom and democracy. 

Politicians, human rights activists and personalities from across the United States joined the State 
Department in congratulating Suu Kyi and calling on the regime to halt her trial and release her. 

“We call on the Burmese authorities to drop those charges and release Aung San Suu Kyi immediately,” 
said State Department Spokesman Ian Kelly. 

Sadly, though, she will once again spend her birthday in confinement–isolated from her family, friends 
and the Burmese people–as Burmese authorities pursue unjustified and indefensible charges against her, 
Kelly said. 

US House of Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi said the continued detention of Suu Kyi deserved 
the full condemnation of the international community.   

“A clear message must be sent that Aung San Suu Kyi and all other prisoners of conscience in Burma 
must be released, immediately and unconditionally,” she said.  

“Aung San Suu Kyi has made every conceivable sacrifice that could be asked from any leader.  She has 
seen her supporters beaten, tortured and killed yet she has never responded to hatred and violence in 
kind.  All she has ever asked for is peaceful dialogue and to play a role in the future of her country,” 
Pelosi said. 

In a 64-word message posted on the Web site www.64forsuu.org, former Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright, along with actors Drew Barrymore, Sandra Bullock, Daniel Craig and football star David 
Beckham said: “We must not stand by as she is silenced again. Now is the time for the international 
community to speak with one voice: Free Aung San Suu Kyi.” 

In another message on the newly-created site, women who have also won the Nobel Peace Prize—
Maired Maguire, Betty Williams, Rigoberta Menchu Tum, Jody Williams, Shirin Ebadi and Wangari 
Maathai—demanded Suu Kyi’s immediate release.  

http://www.irrawaddy.org/highlight.php?art_id=16080
http://www.64forsuu.org/


“Detained against Burma’s own laws, your imprisonment and trial are a stark illustration of the brutality 
and lawlessness of the Burmese military regime, which holds over 2,000 democracy activists in prison,” 
they wrote. “We look forward to a day when you are finally free.”  

Canada’s Foreign Minister, Lawrence Cannon, also sent a birthday message to Suu Kyi, saying: “Aung 
San Suu Kyi, your continued, unjust and unwarranted detention illustrates the complete disregard that the 
Burmese military junta has for human rights and democratic freedoms. 

“On your 64th birthday, Canada commends you on your ongoing struggle to promote freedom, 
democracy, human rights and the rule of law, and commits to continue advocating for your release and 
that of all political prisoners in Burma.”  

Meanwhile European Union leaders are set to make a 64-word call Friday for the release of Burma's pro-
democracy icon as she celebrates her 64th birthday behind bars. 

"The European Council calls for the immediate unconditional release of Aung San Suu Kyi, who has 
tirelessly defended the universal values of freedom and democracy," said the statement, to be released at 
the end of a two-day summit in Brussels. 

"Unless she is released, the credibility of the 2010 elections will be further undermined and the EU will 
respond with appropriate measures," said the statement.  

"We urge Myanmar (Burma) to embark on a genuine transition to democracy bringing peace and 
prosperity to its people." 

-------------------- 

Britain wants more Myanmar sanctions over Suu Kyi  
Reuters/Washington Post – 18 June 2009 

By Adrian Croft 

LONDON - Britain wants further targeted international financial sanctions to increase pressure on 
Myanmar to free opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi and other political prisoners, a minister said on 
Thursday.  

Suu Kyi, who turns 64 on Friday, is on trial for allegedly violating the terms of her house arrest.  

Her trial, set to resume on June 26, has angered Britain and other Western countries, which say it is 
aimed at excluding her from elections next year.  

Foreign Office Minister Ivan Lewis said the European Union would consider further sanctions against 
Myanmar's military government once Suu Kyi's trial was over.  

"We (Britain) continue to believe that further targeted financial sanctions would increase pressure on the 
regime," he told reporters.  

In April, the EU extended visa bans and asset freezes on officials and firms linked to Myanmar's rulers for 
another year, citing human rights and democracy concerns.  

Suu Kyi faces three to five years in prison if found guilty of breaking the terms of her house arrest by 
letting an American intruder stay for two days after he swam to her home in May.  

Lewis said Suu Kyi was being tried on "ridiculous and bogus trumped-up charges." Britain wants U.N. 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to visit Myanmar soon after the trial is over, Lewis said.  

Ban's mission would be to send "very strong messages about what we require of the Burmese (Myanmar) 
regime if there is to be any prospect in the future of an easing of sanctions and any kind of normalization 
of international relations."  

Britain wants all political prisoners freed and political reforms leading to a civilian, democratic government.  

Western diplomats at the United Nations said this week that Myanmar's rulers had invited Ban to visit in 
early July.  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/06/18/AR2009061802230.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/world/countries/greatbritain.html?nav=el


The British ambassador to Myanmar, Mark Canning, speaking by video link from Yangon, said there was 
no doubt Suu Kyi would be found guilty, and that she would probably be sentenced to a further period of 
house arrest, rather than sent to jail.  

He said the trial has been a disaster for the Myanmar government by raising Suu Kyi's profile.  

Countries such as Singapore and Thailand were saying that investment from their countries would not 
flow to Myanmar until the situation was more stable, he said.  

Suu Kyi has been detained for more than 13 of the last 19 years. Myanmar's junta has refused to 
recognize a 1990 landslide election victory by her National League for Democracy.  

(Editing by Kevin Liffey)  

-------------------- 

Protests around the world to mark Suu Kyi birthday  
AFP – 18 June 2009 

By Hla Hla Htay 

YANGON — Myanmar democracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi has marked a grim 64th birthday in prison, as 
activists took to the Internet and staged worldwide protests to call for her release and an end to her trial. 

Famous names including British Prime Minister Gordon Brown, Beatles legend Paul McCartney and US 
actors George Clooney and Julia Roberts offered support on a website while world leaders called for the 
ruling junta to free her on Friday. 

The military regime has kept the Nobel Laureate in detention for 13 of the past 19 years, and she is now 
on trial at Yangon's notorious Insein Prison over a bizarre incident in which an American man swam to 
her home. 

Key aide Nyan Win said he had gone to the prison to take her a spicy rice dish, chocolate birthday cake 
and flowers which she planned to share with guards. He handed over the gifts but was not allowed to see 
her, he said. 

"She ordered the food so that she could donate it to those around her in prison, and there are no other 
prisoners near her. She will hold a small ceremony there," said Nyan Win, the spokesman for her National 
League for Democracy. 

Around 300 supporters gathered at the NLD's headquarters in Yangon and offered food to Buddhist 
monks at dawn, before releasing 64 doves and balloons into the air in a symbol of freedom before sharing 
a birthday cake. 

Security was tight for the celebrations at the party's base with plainclothes police officers videotaping 
people entering the building and five police trucks patrolling nearby, witnesses said. 

The ruling generals refused to recognise the NLD's landslide victory in 1990 elections, and critics say the 
latest charges against her are trumped up to keep her behind bars for polls promised by the generals in 
2010. 

Her trial, which could see her jailed for up to five more years, has provoked international outrage and was 
denounced by US President Barack Obama as a "show trial." 

Myanmar's top court will next Wednesday hear an appeal by her lawyers to reinstate two witnesses who 
were barred from testifying, an official said on condition of anonymity. 

Events were scheduled in more than 15 cities around the world, ranging from live music and speeches in 
Malaysia, evening vigils in Ireland and Australia and a party by Myanmar refugees living on the border 
with Thailand. 

McCartney, John Lennon's widow Yoko Ono and author Salman Rushdie on Friday became the latest 
celebrities to add special statements of 64 words or less to the website "64 for Suu." 

http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jasmZTXQJJ5AUZuvCDlM2YbGmV2A


"Aung San Suu Kyi is an inspiration to her country and the rest of the world," said McCartney's message 
said, while Ono's read simply: ""FREE Daw Aung San Suu Kyi NOW!" 

Britain's Brown earlier posted a video on the site, while Clooney, Roberts, footballer David Beckham and 
rocker Bono signed a letter saying: "Now is the time for the international community to speak with one 
voice: Free Aung San Suu Kyi." 

US actor Kevin Spacey and British celebrities Stephen Fry and Eddie Izzard have left Twitter postings 
about the campaign. 

A global petition was delivered on Monday to UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, signed by more than 
670,000 people from 220 countries, calling for the release of all of Myanmar's political prisoners, 
especially Aung San Suu Kyi. 

European Union leaders are to make a 64-word call Friday for her release. They will say she "tirelessly 
defended the universal values of freedom and democracy," according to a draft statement. 

The US State Department, in a birthday message, urged the junta to free Aung San Suu Kyi 
"immediately", while Australia voiced "grave concern" over her treatment. 

In Washington, Myanmar exiles toasted the opposition leader at a birthday party on Capitol Hill while in 
London Brown's wife Sarah hosted a screening of a film dedicated to her. 

Ban is set to travel to Myanmar in early July after a visit to Tokyo, Japan's Kyodo news agency reported 
Friday, citing unnamed UN diplomatic sources. There was no immediate confirmation. 

 -------------------- 

Paul McCartney and U2 call for Suu Kyi’s release   
DVB – 19 June 2009 

Paul McCartney, U2 and Yoko Ono have joined the ranks of international celebrities marking the birthday 
of Aung San Suu Kyi with personal messages of support and renewed calls for her immediate release. 

Today the Burmese opposition leader turns 64. It is the fourteenth consecutive year that she has marked 
her birthday in detention. 

Message of support from celebrities and international figures have been published on the 64forsuu.com 
website. 

"Aung San Suu Kyi is an inspiration to her country and to the rest of the world,” said Paul McCartney, 
while Yoko Ono published a poem that included the lyrics “Your heart beats with my heart. My eyes see 
what you see. My belief is your belief.” 

Other celebrities that have supported the 64forsuu campaign include David Beckham, Julia Roberts and 
Steven Fry. 

The renowned Indian musician and conductor Zubin Mehta added his voice to calls for Suu Kyi’s release. 

“As a proud neighbour of Burma, being an Indian…I am extremely hopeful that the authorities in Burma 
will not judge Aung San Suu Kyi and will release her as soon as possible on this [sixty-fourth] birthday,” 
he said. 

“I know I speak for hundreds of thousands of Indians who say that she is a shining light in our part of the 
world, and we pray for her quick release.” 

Meanwhile, British Prime Minister Gordon Brown today called for the toughening of sanctions against 
Burma.  

Writing in the Sydney Morning Herald, Brown praised Burma’s neighbours for [leading] the world in calling 
for Ms Suu Kyi's release”, while adding that the UN Security Council should “back the Secretary-General's 
efforts to bring about political progress through an early visit to Burma”. 

Ban Ki-moon was yesterday invited to visit Burma by the country’s ruling generals, although he is yet to 
make a decision due to suspicion that the trip may be used by the junta for propaganda purposes. 

http://www.dvb.no/english/news.php?id=2641


Brown also offered his willingness to “extend the hand of friendship” were the military government to 
“rethink their ways”. 

Reporting by Francis Wade  

-------------------- 

Activists marking Aung San Suu Kyi’s birthday arres ted  
Mizzima - 19 June 2009 

by Mungpi     

New Delhi – Thirty-one Burmese activists were detained on Friday by Delhi police for holding a 
demonstration in front of the Burmese Embassy marking the 64th birthday of detained opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi. 

Prior to their detention, activists submitted a memorandum signed by 27,400 Indian and Burmese 
supporters calling for the release of Burmese Nobel Peace Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi and other political 
prisoners in Burma. 

Demonstrators also held a small birthday celebration for the pro-democracy leader by lighting 64 candles, 
cutting cakes and singing birthday songs in front of the Embassy. Posters and placards reading “Happy 
Birthday”, “Long Live Aung San Suu Kyi” and “Free Aung San Suu Kyi” were also prominently displayed. 

“We submitted a memorandum to the Embassy along with 27,400 supporting signatures collected since 
March,” Salong, one of the protestors, told Mizzima while under detention at the Chanakya Police Station. 

The protest, which lasted for a brief 15 minutes, was shut down after police from the nearby Chanakya 
station came and took away the protesters. 

“We were informed by our police control room, which received calls from the Burmese Embassy informing 
them of the demonstration in front of their office,” a Chanakya police officer told Mizzima. 

“We have arrested 31 Burmese people as they were demonstrating at a restricted area. We are 
registering their names and will soon release them,” said the officer, adding that there were no other legal 
problems concerning the protesters. 

The protest in front of the Burmese Embassy in New Delhi is a part a global campaign for the release of 
the Burmese democracy icon on her 64th birthday, which she will be spending in solitary confinement in 
Rangoon’s notorious Insein prison. 

A separate demonstration led by the Women’s League of Burma (WLB), an umbrella Burmese women 
organization, was also held today along New Delhi’s Parliament Street in commemoration of Aung San 
Suu Kyi’s 64th birthday. 

The protestors, including women and children, came mostly attired in yellow in recognition of the 
sacrifices Suu Kyi has made in fighting for freedom and democracy in Burma. 

Aung San Suu Kyi has spent more than 13 of the past 19 years in solitary confinement and just before 
completing her latest period of confinement was charged for violating her the terms of her detention for 
which she is currently facing trial in a special court inside Insein Prison. 

The charges and trial against her have sparked international outcry and condemnation, with activists, 
world leaders and celebrities all lending their voices in opposition to the actions of Burma's military rulers. 

Campaigners across the globe set Friday, June 19th, the birth date of Aung San Suu Kyi, as a time to 
demostrate worldwide solidarity for the plight of Burma's opposition leader. Activities across the globe 
range from protests to solidarity concerts.   

Meanwhile, in Rangoon, Burma’s former capital and commercial hub, the occasion of Suu Kyi's 64th 
birthday went largely unremarked upon except for a few activists at the National League for Democracy 
office who held a small celebration for their detained party leader.  

-------------------- 

http://www.mizzima.com/news/regional/2329-activists-marking-aung-san-suu-kyis-birthday-arrested.html


Burmese women’s groups pressured to cancel protest   
Mizzima - 18 June 2009 

by Nem Davies     

New Delhi - Two Burmese women’s organizations in the Indo-Burmese border town of Moreh were forced 
to cancel a planned protest rally to be held on Friday after authorities pressured the officer who had 
issued permission for the rally to cancel the authorization. 

The Kuki Women’s Human Rights Organisation (KWHRO) and the Women’s League of Burma (WLB) 
sought permission from the Additional Deputy Commissioner (ADC) of Tengnoupal Subdivision of Moreh 
in India’s northeastern state of Manipur, bordering Burma, to hold a protest rally demanding the release of 
Burmese opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi on her 64th birthday on June 19. 

Though the ADC gave permission, the women’s leaders said they were later persuaded by the ADC to 
cancel the plan. 

“We already received permission on June 16. But this morning we were requested to cancel the plan,” 
Ngangai Haokip, a presidium board member of WLB told Mizzima. 

She said the reasons for the request to cancel the plan were not officially declared, though the ADC had 
been pressured by his superiors to rescind the permission. 

“The ADC was also pressured to ensure that we publish the cancellation of the program in the 
newspaper,” Ngangai added. 

Earlier, the KWHRO, an ethnic Kuki women’s group working to promote the rights of women in Burma, 
and WLB, an umbrella Burmese women’s organization, planned to march through Moreh in protest 
against the continued detention of Burmese Nobel Peace Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi and the current 
trial against her. 

The program was planned as part of the global action for commemoration of the detained Burmese pro-
democracy leader’s 64th birthday, on June 19. On Friday, Burmese activists and supporters across the 
world are set to hold prayer meetings, protest rallies, solidarity concerts and speeches in honor and 
solidarity with the Burmese democracy icon. 

But Ngangai said the program in Moreh had been rescheduled to a simple and small cake-cutting 
ceremony to mark the occasion. 

Pressure from the ADC on the women’s groups to cancel their program came after the Imphal-based 
online Hueiyen News Service published a critical article on June 17 questioning the authority of the ADC 
to grant permission to protest to foreign organizations. 

The article, entitled “How can an ADC permit foreigners to hold protest rally at Moreh?”, points out that 
allowing Burmese activists to protest in Moreh could provoke Burma’s military junta and eventually 
jeopardize diplomatic ties between India and Burma. 

“With Moreh, being a town bordering Myanmar [Burma], any activity such as an open protest rally held 
there aimed at criticizing the ruling junta in Myanmar [Burma] is bound to certainly provoke the junta,” the 
article argued. 

While it is still unknown who pressured the ADC to alter the original ruling, Ngangai speculated, “Now the 
ADC is worrying for his life and position after having originally given permission.” 

Meanwhile, observers in Moreh conjectured pressure by Manipuri militants on the behest of the Burmese 
military could be behind the reversal of fortunes, as several Manipuri armed groups, including the United 
National Liberation Front (UNLF), reportedly benefit from close relationships with the Burmese military, 
even maintaining bases on Burmese soil.  

-------------------- 

Political prisoners moved to Insein’s dog quarters  
DVB – 19 June 2009 

http://www.mizzima.com/news/regional/2322-burmese-womens-groups-pressured-to-cancel-protest.html
http://english.dvb.no/news.php?id=2642


Around 20 political prisoners in Rangoon’s Insein prison have been placed in detention inside the prison’s 
canine quarters, according to the wife of one of the inmates. 

Conditions in Burma’s prisons are often dire, with particularly bad punishments meted out to high-profile 
political prisoners. 

Many well-known imprisoned activists and opposition members are in poor health and are often denied 
healthcare, with the situation compounded by the frequent barring of family visits.  

“My husband is now in the dog ward and he said he didn’t know why the prison officials did that,” said the 
wife of political inmate Sit Yan Naing, who was arrested in 2007 for allegedly carrying explosives in his 
fishing boat and sentenced to 14 years in prison. 

“There are other people with him and also none of them seemed to know why they were there,” she said, 
adding that a prison warden at the canine unit had told her he didn’t know why either. 

Meanwhile, a member of the opposition National League for Democracy (NLD) party was arrested on 
Wednesday after taking photographs and video footage documenting a water shortage problem in his 
town. 

Myat Myat Mon, the wife of NLD member Lay Lwin, said that she and her husband were taken from their 
house to South Dagon’s Township Peace and Development Council office by township officials and police 
on Wednesday afternoon, and he has not returned since. 

“My husband told them he didn’t do it but [township chairman Hla Win] threatened to beat him up and said 
they would sue him anyway with any means possible,” she said. 

The sister of Myat Myat Mon said that his whereabouts were unknown. 

“We heard a clerk in that office saying something like he was transferred to a government interrogation 
camp so we are so worried for him,” she said. 

Reporting by Aye Nai and Naw Say Phaw  

-------------------- 

News - Other 

China wants stability in Burma: Xi   
Mizzima - 17 June 2009 

by Salai Pi Pi     

New Delhi – China’s Vice President Xi Jinping has conveyed to the visiting Burmese Vice-Senior General 
Maung Aye his country’s willingness to help military-ruled Burma achieve stability and prosperity, 
according to China’s official media. 

Xi during his meeting with Burma’s number two military strongman Maung Aye on Tuesday, said China 
valued good-neighbourly relations with Burma, which has been maintained for the last six decades, a 
report by Xinhua said. 

“He [Xi] stressed that the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence were the cornerstone of China's 
diplomacy, and as a good neighbour, China hoped Myanmar would overcome difficulties to achieve 
stability and prosperity,” the report said. 

Meanwhile, Aung Kyaw Zaw, a Sino-Burma border based observer on Wednesday said, Xi’s expression 
of ‘stability and prosperity’ is unclear and does not indicate what China wants to see as a state of stability 
in the military-ruled country. 

“The words ‘stability and prosperity’ could mean a lot. It could also mean stability under military rule or 
stability through national reconciliation into transition to a democratic government,” Aung Kyaw Zaw 
pointed out. 

“If China really wants to see national reconciliation in Burma, words are not enough, actions need to 
follow,” he added. 

http://mizzima.com/news/regional/2314-china-wants-stability-in-burma-xi.html


Aung Kyaw Zaw further analysed that Maung Aye’s visit might also include other agendas such as 
seeking China’s help in tackling the Sino-Burma border based ethnic armed ceasefire groups. 

A few ceasefire groups including the United Wa State Army (UWSA) have recently rejected the regime’s 
proposal to transform their army into a “border guard’ force. 

Besides others things, the two leaders also reiterated their commitments to continue on-going economic 
and investment projects, which they had agreed on earlier. 

According to the China Securities Journal on Monday, the China National Petroleum Corp. will begin 
constructing oil and natural gas pipelines which will connect Southern China with the seaport in western 
Burma, in September. 

The proposed US$ 2 billion project will help transport petroleum from the Middle East and Africa to China 
and gas from the Southeast Asian country to China, the report said. 

 -------------------- 

Japan provides $4 mln aid to Myanmar cyclone-hit vi llages    
Xinhua – 19 June 2009 

YANGON -- The Japanese government has provided 4 million U.S. dollars' aid for carrying out water 
supply and sanitary projects in Myanmar's cyclone-hit areas, the local Weekly Eleven journal reported 
Friday.  

The project, which covers 250 villages of five storm-hit townships in Ayeyawaddy and Yangon divisions, 
will start implementation by the UN- HABITAT organization next month, the report said.  

Educative seminars will also be introduced in schools of the areas, it added.  

The Japanese government has been extending aid to Myanmar to help rehabilitation of survivors in many 
areas after cyclone Nargis hit the country in May last year.  

As part of the aid, the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), which is Japanese government's 
overseas aid agency, donated over 120,000 dollars' worth of fishery equipment to survivors for use in 
fishery recovery work in storm-hit areas.  

These equipment included water pumps and engines, refrigerators, fishing nets, oxygen bottles and other 
fishery-related materials, according to the earlier report.  

In February this year, the Japanese government had also provided 2 million dollars' aid through the Food 
and Agricultural Organization (FAO) to help in agricultural restoration work as well as 3 million dollars 
more of aid through the International Organization for Migration (IOM) to rebuild the remaining damaged 
houses in the country's Ayeyawaddy delta after storm.  

-------------------- 

Mizoram orders Burmese to leave in 15 days   
Mizzima - 18 June 2009 

by Nem Davies     

New Delhi - In a renewed crackdown on Burmese migrants, Mizoram authorities in India’s northeastern 
region have arrested over 100 Burmese nationals and ordered them to leave the state within 15 days. 

Mizoram police as of Saturday began to crack down on Burmese nationals and arrested more than 100. 
They were produced in court in Aizawl, capital of the state, where they were made to pay a fine of 
Rupees 500 each and ordered to leave the state within 15 days. 

“They arrested us and held us for a night in the police lock-up. The court told us that it would give 15 days 
to us to leave the country. It also warned us that if we are seen again we will be arrested and put in jail,” a 
Burmese weaver, who was also among the arrested, told Mizzima on Thursday. 

The weaver said police raided their house and arrested all 12 Burmese weavers.  

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-06/19/content_11567171.htm
http://www.mizzima.com/news/regional/2321-mizoram-orders-burmese-to-leave-in-15-days.html


Explaining the court order he said they had to pay a fine of Rupees 500 each. Those who could not pay 
the fine were deported to the Burma border forthwith. 

On Sunday, Mizoram authorities deported 15 Burmese to the Indo-Burma border for they could not pay 
the fine imposed by the court. However, the Burmese weaver and others were bailed out by their 
employers, who paid the fine for them. 

“Yes, it is true that we have deported the Burmese. But there were only 15 of them. We deported them on 
Sunday. I cannot recall how many we have deported in the past,” Rozara, a police officer at the Aizawl 
police station, told Mizzima. 

He said they had acted on the order of the court, which is also going through the legal steps following an 
order from the state government. He clarified that they had not targeted any particular section of the 
Burmese community.  

According to the Chin Human Rights Organisation (CHRO) office in Aizawl, the police have mainly 
targeted Burmese nationals trading in alcohol and drugs. 

“As far as my understanding goes, the police have arrested mainly those who sell alcohol and drugs. The 
state government must have pressurized the police to do so,” Tehra, in-charge of the CHRO office in 
Aizawl, said. 

But unlike Tehra’s view of the situation Burmese living in Aizawl believe that the police are making 
random arrests as several from the Burmese weaving community were also arrested along with others.  

A Burmese weaver, Phoeni said “Now the weavers are scared. It is not safe for them anymore,” he 
added.  

According to him, there are an estimated 2,500 Burmese weavers working in various weaving houses in 
Aizawl town. Mizoram, which is contiguous to Chin state in western Burma, hosts more than 60,000 
Burmese nationals. 

This is not the first time that Burmese have been deported. In 2003, after a Burmese raped a minor girl, 
locals forcibly evicted several Burmese nationals from the state. 

Sources said the influential Young Mizo Association (YMA), a youth organization in Mizoram, has been 
compiling a list of Burmese living in the state. However, the purpose of collecting the list of names is still 
not clear. 

Local newspapers have highlighted the increasing number of Burmese nationals year after year and 
linked the increasing crime rate to the influx. 

Most Burmese nationals find jobs in weaving, as gold-smiths, in construction sites, work as housemaids, 
farm hands and do other manual labour. 

-------------------- 

Bangladesh to lodge protest against India, Myanmar' s claim over extended continental shelf   
Xinhua – 18 June 2009 

DHAKA -- Bangladesh's prime minister has said Bangladesh will send a diplomatic protest note to the UN 
against the claim of neighboring India and Myanmar over extended continental shelf of the Bay of Bengal, 
local newspaper The Daily Star reported on Thursday.  

The country's Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina made the remarks in the parliament on Wednesday when 
replying a query at the parliament session, the leading English-language newspaper said.  

"Bangladesh's permanent mission at the UN is preparing the protest note in consultation with local and 
foreign experts and it will be submitted to the UN soon," Hasina said.  

Besides Bangladesh, neighboring India and Myanmar have share over the Bay of Bengal. Hasina said 
the two countries have submitted their claims to the UN over the extended continental shelf on May 11 
and Dec. 16 last year, according to The Daily Star.  

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-06/18/content_11560436.htm


The prime minister told the parliament Bangladesh would have to submit its claims to the UN over 150 
nautical miles or more area beyond 200 nautical miles of the extended continental shelf of the Bay of 
Bengal by July 27, 2011.  

"Bangladesh is making all preparations to submit its claims to the Commission on Limits of Continental 
Shelf (CLCS) of UN before the deadline," Hasina was quoted by the newspaper as saying.  

The prime minister said the preparatory work is going on under supervision of the Foreign Ministry. The 
CLCS will make its recommendations after examining all facts, which is a time consuming matter, she 
said.  

Hasina said Bangladesh has already declared 12 nautical miles of the Bay of Bengal as its territorial sea, 
18 nautical miles as contiguous zone and 200 nautical miles as economic zone according to the 
Territorial Waters and Maritime Zones Act, 1974.  

Hasina said the area of extended continental shelf claimed by Bangladesh is 29,000 square nautical 
miles. She said this conflicts with the claim of Myanmar and India reviewing their claims submitted to the 
UN, according to the report of The Daily Star. ��  

 -------------------- 

Myanmar troops threaten Karen rebel bases  
Reuters – 18 June 2009 

MAE SOT, Thailand - Myanmar government forces captured three Karen rebel positions on Thursday in 
the latest fighting that has forced thousands of refugees to flee into neighbouring Thailand, commanders 
said. 

The army and their Karen allies were also threatening two bases of the Karen National Union (KNU), the 
largest rebel group in the eastern former Burma. 

"We captured 3 small KNU positions and are closing in on two main bases," said Captain Kha Koe of the 
Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA), which joined government troops in an offensive against the 
KNU on June 3. 

There were no confirmed reports of casualties. 

Earlier on Thursday, KNU Commander Kyaw Ny said his fighters were preparing to abandon their 7th 
brigade base to avoid unnecessary loss of life. 

"It is a tactical redeployment. We also do not want to kill our fellow Karens in this battle," he told reporters 
by telephone. 

Thai army officials say some 3,000 Karen refugees have fled across the border into Thailand since the 
fighting began. The U.N. refugee agency has said it is working with the Thai government to assist the 
refugees. 

Myanmar's state-controlled media said on Thursday those who fled to Thailand were "insurgents" from 
several KNU units. 

The KNU has been fighting for autonomy in the hills of eastern Myanmar for the last 60 years, one of the 
world's oldest insurgencies. 

Rebel leaders say the latest offensive is part of the military regime's campaign to eliminate all opposition 
ahead of promised multi-party elections in 2010. 

The trial of Myanmar opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi, who faces up to five years in jail if convicted of 
violating her house arrest, resumes next week. 

Critics say the trial is aimed at keeping the Nobel laureate and National League for Democracy (NLD) 
leader in detention ahead of next year's polls. 

The KNU are one of a handful of rebel militias not to have signed a ceasefire with the military junta. 

http://www.reuters.com/article/homepageCrisis/idUSSP428504._CH_.2400


In February last year, KNU leader Mahn Sha Lar Phan was shot dead at his home in a Thai border town 
in an assassination blamed on the regime and its Karen allies. 

Myanmar has been under military rule of one form or another since 1962, during which time it has been 
riven by dozens of ethnic guerrilla wars, funded in part by revenues from opium sales from the notorious 
"Golden Triangle".  

-------------------- 

DKBA: Burma’s Second Largest Non-state Armed Group?   
Irrawaddy – 18 June 2009  

By Wai Moe 

Ethnic ceasefire groups were upset this year when the Burmese junta announced plans to transform them 
into a Border Guard Force (BGF). However, one Karen rebel splinter group, the Democratic Karen 
Buddhist Army (DKBA), quickly joined, seeing it as an opportunity to expand its troops and as a road to 
riches.  

According to a DKBA report on a meeting in May on the transformation of the Border Guard Force that 
was obtained by The Irrawaddy, the DKBA plans to expand its troops from 6,000 to 9,000.  

At the meeting, Tun Hlaing, the DKBA commander, said that the armed group would recruit or conscript 
3,000 more soldiers.  

If the DKBA reaches an armed force of 9,000 troops, it would be the second largest non-state-armed 
group in Burma, after the United Wa State Army (UWSA). The UWSA has an estimated 25,000 troops 
based in northern and southern Shan State.  

In 1995, Buddhist Karen rebels separated from the mainly Christian-dominated Karen National Union 
(KNU) that has sought Karen autonomy for more than six decades. Later, they formed the DKBA.  

In 1995, the DKBA allied with the Burmese army, which eventually led to the fall of the then KNU 
headquarters at Manerplaw.  

“The [Burmese] government has had some success using religion to split the insurgent factions,” Larry J 
Remon, a security analyst wrote in a bulletin of the John F. Kennedy Special Warfare Center and School, 
while noting that the success has been coupled with lucrative rewards for corrupt leaders.  

Maj-Gen Thet Naing Win, the commander of the Burmese army’s Southeast Regional Command, met 
with leaders of the DKBA at the headquarter of the 22nd Light Infantry Division in Hpa-an in Karen State 
on April 18.  

At the meeting, the DKBA commander, Thar Htoo Kyaw, said that the DKBA will transform into a Border 
Guard Force in order to survive.  

According to Thar Htoo Kyaw, the Burmese commander told them that the DKBA headquarter will 
become a Border Guard Commanding Headquarter under the transformation plan.  

After transformation, the border guard forces of the DKBA will still be under the DKBA flag.  

Under a draft plan on troop transformation, DKBA commanders would be allowed to have 22 battalions 
under five brigades and one central headquarters.  

Thar Htoo Kyaw said at the meeting that the DKBA will recruit between ages 18 and 50. In early fall, the 
DKBA will report on its armed structure to Burmese commanders.  

Since May, along with DKBA troops, Burmese forces have conducted a military offensive against the 
Karen National Liberated Army, the military wing of the KNU.  

Thousands of Karen have escaped the offensive to neighboring Thailand and an unknown number of 
villagers are now internally displaced persons living in the jungle.    

In the past 14 years, the DKBA, allied with the junta, several times crossed into Thailand and burned 
Karen refugee camps.  

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16076


Security analysts describe the DKBA as an armed group that brings in income from drug trafficking and 
car smuggling activities, which are tacitly condoned by the military junta.  

Which ever side wins in the current offensive, the territory under its control will provide lucrative income 
from timber, commercial trading and taxes.  

 -------------------- 

Chinese firms to have stakes in two mega dams   
Mizzima - 18 June 2009 

by Moe Thu     

Rangoon  - Business stakeholders from Burma, China and Thailand are into discussions for Chinese 
investors to involve themselves in two huge hydro power dams in Burma, said a Rangoon-based energy 
expert. 

The two multi-billion-dollar projects on the Salween River are being developed by Thailand's MDX Group 
and Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand, both of which have joint ventures with Burma's Ministry 
of Electric Power (1). 

“A few Chinese firms are holding discussions with officials concerned to participate in the two projects -- 
Tasang and Hatgyi,” said the expert. 

The Tasang hydropower project, worth US$ 7 billion, is the largest Thai investment in Burma. It will 
generate an estimated 7,100 megawatts (MW) and is being operated by Thailand’s MDX Group, while the 
US$1 billion Hatgyi project is being developed by the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (EGAT). 

However, the expert, who wished not to be named for fear of reprisal, refused to comment on how many 
shares the Chinese side will take. 

The Tasang project, located about 75 kilometres from the Thai border, will be 868 metres long and 227 
metres high and will be the biggest dam ever and is scheduled to become functional in 2022. 

A joint venture agreement to build the dam was signed in Rangoon in April 2006 between Burma and 
MDX Group. The pre-feasibility study started in 1997. 

The expert said the Burmese side was delaying building the Tasang project and that the actual 
construction only started in early 2007 but was suspended shortly thereafter. 

The Tasang project, one of the five mega hydropower projects on the Salween River, is being jointly 
developed by Burma and Thailand. 

Meanwhile, the expert said China is negotiating to participate in the $1 billion Hatgyi project on Salween 
River in Karen State. China’s Sinohydro Corp will be the investor in the Hatgyi project that is located in 
the conflict zone between the Karen rebels and the Burmese Army. 

Two EGAT technicians were killed while on a survey at the dam site in 2007, forcing the EGAT to halt the 
survey work. 

-------------------- 

Pollution Kills Rare Irrawaddy Dolphins   
Irrawaddy – 19 June 2009  

By MICHAEL CASEY / AP WRITER   

BANGKOK — Pollution on the Mekong River is putting the rare Irrawaddy dolphins in danger of 
disappearing from Cambodia and Laos, according to a study released Friday by an environmental group. 

The World Wide Fund For Nature Cambodia said that it has documented 88 deaths in the past six years 
of the Irrawaddy dolphin or Orcaella brevirostris along a 118-mile (190-kilometer) stretch of the Mekong 
River. 

The population in the Mekong is now believed to include as few as 64 members, it said, down from 80 to 
100 just three years ago. 

http://mizzima.com/news/inside-burma/2316-chinese-firms-to-have-stakes-in-two-mega-dams.html
http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16079


Researchers from WWF Cambodia said they found toxic levels of pesticides such as DDT and 
environmental contaminants such as PCBs during an analysis of dead dolphin calves. They also found 
mercury in some dead dolphins, a toxin used in gold mining that can compromise the immune system of 
marine animals. 

The group said it was investigating the source of the pollutants, noting that many young calfs died of 
bacterial diseases that would not normally be fatal unless their immune systems were compromised by 
environmental contaminants. 

"These pollutants are widely distributed in the environment, and so the source of this pollution may 
involve several countries through which the Mekong River flows," according to Verne Dove, the report's 
author and veterinarian with WWF Cambodia. 

The Irrawaddy dolphin, which is related to orcas or killer whales, grows to up to 8 feet (2.5 meters) in 
length and frequents large rivers, estuaries, and freshwater lagoons in south and southeast Asia. 

Scientists do not know exactly how many Irrawaddy dolphins remain in the world—researchers recently 
found a population of nearly 6,000 near Bangladesh's mangrove forests—but the species is listed as 
"vulnerable" on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. The Mekong River subpopulation has been 
listed as "critically endangered" since 2004. 

Seng Teak, WWF Cambodia's country director, urged Mekong River countries to develop a coordinated 
program to protect the dolphins. 

"The Mekong River dolphins are isolated from other members of their species and they need our help," he 
said in a statement. "Science has shown that if the habitat of cetaceans is protected, then populations can 
show remarkable resilience." 

Brian Smith, an Irrawaddy dolphin expert with the Wildlife Conservation Society, said the findings were 
surprising given that until now, the biggest threat facing the dolphins was fishing. He cautioned more 
research was needed to be done to establish a link between the deaths and pollution. 

"Although pollution is generally included in the laundry list of threats facing these animals, it has generally 
been assumed to be of lesser importance compared to other threats, especially fisheries interactions," 
Smith said in an e-mail interview. 

However, he said the extremely low survivorship of calves on the Mekong—and the fact that many 
carcasses were found with lesions—suggests that disease combined with pollutants documented in the 
WWF study "may indeed be an important factor threatening the population." 

 -------------------- 

Opinion & Analysis  

COMMENTARY: Cost what it May, Ban Ki-moon Must Go t o Burma - By AUNG ZAW  
Irrawaddy – 18 June 2009  

Should United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon visit Burma? My immediate answer is: yes. But 
would he achieve anything meaningful? My answer is: no. Then why should he go? 

Since the regime first put Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung San Suu Kyi in court on a trumped-up charge, 
it has been clear that this is going to be Burma’s new hostage drama calling urgently for a skillful 
negotiator.  

Ban has made clear his wish to visit Burma again, and news reports last week suggested the Burmese 
regime is ready to welcome him in early July. 

The secretary general is concerned, however, that a visit would not achieve much, and UN sources 
suggest that the regime could manipulate it again for propaganda purposes. Thus, no arrangements have 
yet been made. 

Opinion is divided at UN headquarters on whether or not Ban should go. Skeptics suggest he will come 
back empty handed.  

http://www.irrawaddy.org/opinion_story.php?art_id=16074


The prominent Burmese activist Win Tin told me last week that Ban should do his homework before 
visiting Burma. Those who support a visit argue that a UN secretary general’s job entails visiting countries 
and zones of crisis, whether or not they achieve anything. 

A reluctance on Ban’s behalf to relate to Burma’s uncompromising generals is understandable.  

His special envoy Ibrahim Gambari’s past missions to Burma have been complete failures, costing the 
Nigerian official all credibility.  

Gambari hasn’t uttered a single word about the latest regime action against Suu Kyi, further evidence that 
he doesn’t understand Burma. It’s no wonder that the Burmese government and opposition alike have lost 
faith in Gambari, regarding him as a laughing stock.  

Ban should, therefore, avoid the blunder of following in Gambari’s footsteps.   

Last year, when Cyclone Nargis slammed into lower Burma, Ban and his team flew in to visit the 
devastated region. A previous visit had met with a mixed reception, and even drew anger from the 
opposition camp when he refused to utter the name Aung San Suu Kyi for fear of upsetting the generals.  

This time, if Ban goes to Burma his mission must be to rescue Suu Kyi and secure the release of her and 
the country’s more than 2,000 political prisoners. It’s doubtful that he will succeed at one stroke, but he 
must deliver a firm message to Burmese leaders—and he should demand a meeting with Suu Kyi. 

First, though, he must do his homework and get to understand fully the situation and its challenges and 
opportunities.  

He must realize that, aside from working to secure the release of Suu Kyi and political prisoners before 
the 2010 election, he should press the generals to ensure that the poll is an inclusive one. UN demands 
for the junta’s road map to be made inclusive have so far been ignored.  

Ban should also look at the economic and humanitarian crises, as well as the issues of Burma’s ethnic 
nationalities and the conflict between cease-fire groups and the armed forces, or Tatmadaw. To 
understand these issues, he should travel to ethnic regions as well as to border areas where many 
refugees and displaced persons have been seeking safety.  

He must then draw up a strategy with a time frame to achieve tangible outcomes, keeping in mind that 
Burma needs a peaceful political solution and that army leaders alone cannot rescue the country.  

To deliver his message, he must be firm, and here he needs the backing of the 14-member “Group of 
Friends of the Secretary-General on Myanmar [Burma],” with whom he has been holding meetings since 
2007. He also needs full support from key governments in the region. 

However, there is a potential risk that Ban could encounter if he doesn’t do his homework properly. His 
visit could be manipulated by the regime, resulting in failure, ridicule and humiliation.  

Here he could learn from previous special envoys to Burma. How many times have we seen UN special 
envoys visit Burma in the past 20 years? If each visit had produced results, we would now be in better 
shape and wouldn’t need Ban’s help. 

Far from witnessing positive results, we’ve seen a dramatic increase in the number of political prisoners 
over the past decade and in the crimes against ethnic nationalities.  

The country’s humanitarian situation has become dire and Burma is now a basket case.  

The truth is that if Ban visits Burma he will probably encounter only empty gestures from the cunning 
generals, who will lecture him at length on their road map and pose with their visitor in photo shoots 
designed to demonstrate that the regime has the support of the UN. It’s worked for the generals before. 

If Ban wants to be an effective negotiator he must step up to the plate and meet Than Shwe’s challenge. 
If the junta leader refuses to budge, Ban should tell him there will be consequences. 

In that frame of mind, there is every reason for Ban to go to Burma and, with the world watching in 
anticipation, meet the junta’s challenge head on. 

-------------------- 



News - ASSK 

High Court accepts request to reinstate witnesses   
Mizzima - 17 June 2009 

by Mungpi     

New Delhi - Burma’s High Court on Wednesday admitted the request of Aung San Suu Kyi’s legal 
counsels to reinstate defence witnesses, who were earlier disqualified by a lower court in Insein prison. 

Nyan Win, member of Aung San Suu Kyi’s legal team said they had submitted their arguments to the 
High Court for revision of a decision by the lower district court that disqualified two defence witnesses. 

“The High Court said, they have admitted the case. So, the decision of the district court will be under 
revision,” Nyan Win said. 

Nyan Win, said they were able to present their arguments in the High Court on Wednesday morning at 10 
a.m. (local time) and the High Court at about 2 p.m. (noon). It has admitted as a case for revision. 

He added that the court will put up a notice on the Court’s notice board for the date of hearing of the 
arguments from both lawyers before it can reach a final decision on whether to reinstate the witnesses. 

Earlier, on the request of the defence team, the Rangoon divisional court allowed another defence 
witness – Khin Moh Moh – to testify in the district court but rejected two other witnesses – Win Tin, 
veteran journalist and central executive committee member of the NLD and Tin Oo, vice chairman of the 
NLD, who is also currently under house arrest. 

The district court in Insein prison on June 12 fixed the hearing of defence witness Khin Moh Moh for June 
26. But Nyan Win said, “The court dates will change as per the decision made by the high court and if the 
high court fails to reach any decision, it will be further postponed.” 

Win Tin, one of the witnesses submitted by the defence team, earlier told Mizzima that the case is likely to 
be prolonged further, even up to July or August, as the junta wants to ease mounting international 
pressure and the increasing unrest in the country. 

Aung San Suu Kyi, her two live-in party mates and the American citizen John Willam Yettaw are facing a 
trial in the special court inside Insein prison, where the Nobel Peace Laureate is currently being detained. 

The Burmese pro-democracy leader,charged for flouting her detention law for allowing the American man 
to visit her at her lakeside home, could face up to five years of detention, if found guilty. 

-------------------- 

Ban ‘Wants Suu Kyi Freed before Visiting Burma agai n’   
Irrawaddy – 18 June 2009  

By Lalit K Jha 

The Burmese military junta has invited United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon to visit Burma next 
month, but UN sources say he is unlikely to accept if opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi is convicted 
and sentenced to imprisonment or a further term of house arrest. 

The sources say said Ban wants to make sure that any visit to Burma produces tangible results and is not 
used for propaganda purposes by the military junta. 

Ban’s spokesperson, Michele Montas, told reporters that no decision had yet been taken on the junta’s 
invitation. 

The UN sources said Ban would consult members of the Security Council and his Group of Friends on 
Burma before deciding whether to accept the invitation. 

A team of UN officials is discussing with Burmese authorities details of a Ban visit to Burma.  

If Ban decides to go, he will be preceded by UN Special Envoy Ibrahim Gambari. Sources say that 
despite the low profile Gambari has been maintaining, he has been in close communication with the 
Burmese authorities. 

http://www.mizzima.com/news/inside-burma/2310-high-court-accepts-request-to-reinstate-witnesses.html
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Ban last visited Burma after Cyclone Nargis in May 2008, and he has since shown keen interest in 
returning, this time to discuss political issues with the junta—including moves towards democracy and the 
release of political prisoners. 

Ban and Gambari are reported to have both written letters to the junta expressing their concerns about 
the trial of Suu Kyi. However, the response has been “opaque,” officials said. 

Gambari, on behalf of Ban, has been insisting that any visit by the secretary general should result in 
tangible results, including progress in restoring democracy and the release of Suu Kyi and other political 
prisoners.  

The junta on the other hand has been seeking firm assurances from the members of the Security 
Council—specially the US, Britain and France—that economic sanctions against Burma would be lifted. 
These countries, however, want the junta to take the first step and release Suu Kyi, before they lift at 
least some of the sanctions. 

-------------------- 

UN Experts Fault ‘Flagrant Violations’ in Suu Kyi T rial   
Irrawaddy – 17 June 2009  

As lawyers for detained democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi try to reinstate two key witnesses in her 
trial, United Nations legal specialists said the proceedings so far had been “marred by flagrant violations 
of substantive and procedural rights."  

The group of five UN human rights experts urged the Burmese regime to ensure that the trial of the Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate and two of her aides is "fair and open." 

Members of the group are Manuela Carmena Castrilo, chairperson-rapporteur of the Working Group on 
Arbitrary Detention, Leandro Despouy, special rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers, 
Tomas Ojea Quintana, special rapporteur on human rights in Burma, Margaret Sekaggya, special 
rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders, and Frank La Rue, special rapporteur on the 
promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression. 

In a statement by the group, released on Tuesday, Despouy said the trial had so far mostly been 
conducted behind closed doors and that the media had been prevented from speaking to the defense 
lawyers. "Transparency in the administration of justice is a pre-requisite of any State governed by the rule 
of law," he said. 

While the prosecution was allowed to call 14 witnesses, most of them policemen, only one witness called 
by the defense team has so far been permitted to testify. Applications for another three defense 
witnesses to testify have been made. Last week, a second defense witness was granted permission to be 
heard in the case. 

"The court must ensure that all witnesses who may have relevant evidence are able to testify," Despouy 
said, according to the statement published on the UN’s Web site. 

Suu Kyi and two of her women aides are standing trial before a special court in Rangoon’s Insein Prison, 
accused of violating her detention order by allowing an American intruder to stay for two days after he 
swam to her lakeside home. 

The trial has drawn outrage from the international and regional community. Suu Kyi's supporters have 
said that the regime is using the bizarre incident as an excuse to keep her in detention at least until next 
year’s general election has been held. 

Meanwhile Burma activists have sent a petition to UN general secretary Ban Ki-moon, urging him to make 
the release of more than 2,000 political prisoners in Burma his top priority. 

The petition—signed by more than 670,000 people from 220 countries and territories—calls on Ban and 
his special envoy to Burma, Ibrahim Gambari, to secure the release of Suu Kyi and other political 
prisoners. Ban is reported to be planning a visit to Burma next month. 

-------------------- 

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16048


News - Other 

China Adds ‘Democracy,’ ‘Economic Growth’ to Burma Policy   
Irrawaddy – 17 June 2009  

By Wai Moe 

Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao has told the Burma’s No 2 leader, Vice Snr-Gen Maung Aye, on Tuesday in 
Beijing that China hopes the military junta will promote democracy in Burma.  

According to a Chinese language news website, www.news.qq.com, Wen said in order to achieve 
Burma’s national reconciliation, safeguard national stability and economic development, Beijing hoped the 
military government would promote democracy.  

Apart from the political situation in Burma, Wen also spoke of the nearly six decade long diplomatic ties 
between the neighboring countries as well as sustained bilateral relations. 

The Chinese media reported that Maung Aye said during his meeting with Wen on Tuesday that 
“Paukphaw,” or deep friendship relation between Burma and China, have been deepen even more. He 
thanked the Chinese government for its aid for economic and social development in Burma.  

Maung Aye also said Burma supported the one-China policy when he met with Premier Wen, the Chinese 
media reported.  

Aung Kyaw Zaw, a Burmese analyst based on the Sino-Burmese border, said it was a positive step for 
Bejing to add democracy, national reconciliation and economic development to its old policy of “stability” 
in Burma.  

“Wen Jiabao’s words of national reconciliation, stability and economic development to Gen Maung Aye 
reflected China’s current Burma policy,” he said.  

However, other Burma observers are still skeptical about China’s policy on Burma, saying Beijing only 
focuses on its own economic and military interests in regard to Burma.  

“I do not expect much out of this visit and certainly not Chinese pressure on Naypyidaw to adopt reforms,” 
Jeff Kingston, the director of Asian Studies at Temple University’s Japan campus, told The Irrawaddy. 

 “China wants stability on its border and even if it has some reservations about the SPDC's methods and 
capabilities, it shows no inclination to gamble on democracy or condemn human rights abuses.” 

He noted that Burma’s powerful neighbors, China and India, are its largest trading partners and their 
dependence on natural resources and desire for a stable Burma trump their interests in a free and 
democratic Burma. 

“The development of Burma is for their own interests,” he said.  

During his China visit, Muang Aye was accompanied by ministers and seniors officials of Burma’s Ministry 
of Defense, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of National Planning and Economic Development, Ministry 
of Commerce, Ministry of Energy as well as representatives from Burmese businesses.  

According to Aung Kyaw Zaw, www.news.qq.com also recently republished an article by Swedish 
journalist Bertil Lintner on North Korea’s involvement in tunnel and underground facility construction in 
Burma.   

Observers say Beijing is observing the relationship between Burma and North Korea, and does not want 
North Korea to help the Burmese generals achieve nuclear or missile capabilities, such as in Iran and 
Syria.  

“Definitely, China will not want two more nuclear power countries on its northeast and southwest border,” 
Aung Kyaw Zaw said.   

In last year, officials of Burma and North Korea exchanged a number of visits. Burmese foreign minister 
Nyan Win visited North Korea in October 2008. In November 2008, North Korean Deputy Foreign Minister 
Kim Young Il stopped in Burma before he flew to Iran. The junta’s No 3 leader, General Shwe Mann, 
reportedly visited Pyongyang in April 2008.    

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16052
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During Maung Aye visit to China, Kim Jong Un, 26, the favored youngest son of the North Korean 
dictator, Kim Jong Il, also made a secret trip from Pyongyang to Beijing last week.  

“It is interesting that Maung Aye's visit follows that by a delegation from North Korea, two pariah regimes 
that owe much to Beijing's support—economic, diplomatic and military,” said Kingston. 

-------------------- 

Junta Out of Step with Asean Economic Ambition   
Irrawaddy - 17 June 2009  

By William Boot 

BANGKOK — Singapore’s “no new investment without reform” message to the Burmese generals is more 
than just a tough response to the widely condemned trial of Aung San Suu Kyi, say regional analysts. 

It signals an end to the old indulgence of the junta for commercial reasons, and the beginning of a new 
collective more responsible attitude in with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean). 

Singapore has been one of Burma’s biggest investors over the last 15 years and has been a de facto 
banking house for the regime. But the global financial crisis has changed that, possibly forever. 

“The current financial crisis, and Singapore's grave exposure to it, makes [Singapore Senior Minister] Goh 
Chok Tong’s gesture more meaningful than it would be in more tranquil and prosperous times,” said 
Burma economy expert Prof Sean Turnell. 

The cost of associating with the Burmese junta are “rather more than Singapore seems willing to pay” in 
its worst financial crisis in more than 40 years, said Turnell, who produces the Burma Economic Watch for 
Macquarie University in Australia. 

For a long time, Singapore was Burma’s second-largest investor, spending heavily in tourism 
developments such as hotels and other areas. 

China’s increasing importance to the junta had already pushed Singapore into investment third place. 

Singapore banks have traditionally been a haven for money from both the junta chiefs and the leading 
Burmese companies that do business with them. 

Singapore’s state-controlled Channel News Asia reported that Goh advised junta leader Than Shwe 
during a visit to Naypyidaw earlier this month that Singapore investors would likely stay away until “the 
picture is clear, before this move to democracy is seen to produce results.” 

He was referring to the trial of Suu Kyi and the junta’s promised national elections in 2010.  

Significantly, Goh is also chairman of the city state’s central bank, the Monetary Authority of Singapore. 

Turnell said that while Singapore’s economy was booming it was easy for the city state to indulge 
Burma’s excesses and ignore international opinion and Western-led sanctions. 

“In straightened times the tolerance to one's indigent and grasping relatives in the Asean family might just 
stretch affections,” he told The Irrawaddy. 

In prosperous times, the economic “cushion” allows countries such as Singapore to “ignore the 
reputational damage of indulging Burma's military leaders.” 

“Now such a cushion is threadbare indeed, and the costs of associating with Burma's dysfunctional state 
apparatus are rather more than Singapore seems willing to pay.” 

Singapore’s blunt economic message to Than Shwe and his cohorts comes as more member countries of 
Asean begin to openly criticize the junta and especially its trumped up trial of Suu Kyi on spurious 
allegations widely perceived as being intended to stop her participation in next year’s promised elections. 

“Aung San Suu Kyi may be behind bars, but the junta is in the hot seat,” said the chairman of the 
Singapore Institute of International Affairs, Simon Tay. 

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16049


 “In the present circumstances, it is not only Western democracies and activists who protest what is being 
done. The telling evidence of the weight of opinion comes from looking across members of the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations.” 

And the reason, again, is economic. 

Asean finally seems to have lost patience with its former tolerance and indulgence of the Burmese junta’s 
excesses, said the analysts. 

“As Asean moves more determinedly toward a European Union style of economic community, with free 
trade, free movement of people and respect for human rights which lie at the core of the EU’s purpose, it 
can no longer continue to ignore a festering sore,” said the economic attaché of a European embassy in 
Bangkok, who spoke on condition of anonymity due to the still sensitive nature of the issue. 

“The political and economic landscape of this region is changing forever and the Burmese generals have 
yet to realize they are not only out of step but out of time,” he said. 

-------------------- 

Myanmar rebels to abandon base, vow to fight on  
Reuters – 18 June 2009 

MAE SOT, Thailand - Myanmar's biggest rebel group will soon abandon a stronghold on the Thai-
Myanmar border after weeks of fierce fighting with government and rival Karen forces, a rebel 
commander said on Thursday. 

The Karen National Union (KNU) will adopt guerrilla tactics rather than waste lives trying to defend the 
base in eastern Myanmar, KNU Commander Kyaw Ny told reporters by telephone. 

"The withdrawal from our 7th Division base does not mean we are defeated. It is a tactical redeployment. 
We also do not want to kill our fellow Karens in this battle," he said. 

Myanmar troops and their allies from the breakaway Karen Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA) 
launched a new offensive against the KNU on June 3, driving some 3,000 Karen refugees into Thailand, 
the Thai army says. 

The KNU has been fighting for independence in the hills of eastern Myanmar for the last 60 years. The 
conflict is one of the world's longest running insurgencies. 

Rebel leaders say the latest offensive is part of the military regime's campaign to eliminate all opposition 
ahead of promised multi-party elections in 2010. 

The trial of Myanmar opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi, who faces up to five years in jail if convicted of 
violating her house arrest, resumes next week. 

Critics say the trial is aimed at keeping the Nobel laureate and National League for Democracy (NLD) 
leader in detention ahead of next year's polls. 

The Karen, an ethnic minority of about 7 million people, have been fighting for independence since 1949, 
one of the world's longest-running guerrilla conflicts. They are one of a handful of rebel militias not to 
have signed a ceasefire with the junta. 

In February last year, KNU leader Mahn Sha Lar Phan was shot dead at his home in a Thai border town 
in an assassination blamed on the regime and its Karen allies. 

Myanmar has been under military rule of one form or another since 1962, during which time it has been 
riven by dozens of ethnic guerrilla wars, funded in part by revenues from opium sales from the notorious 
"Golden Triangle". 

-------------------- 

An Ancient Pagoda’s Collapse Turns Myanmar’s Gaze to  the Stars   
New York Times – 18 June 2009 

By Seth Mydans 

http://www.reuters.com/article/latestCrisis/idUSBKK412952
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/18/world/asia/18myanmar.html?_r=1&ref=global-home


BANGKOK — It cannot have pleased Myanmar’s ruling family: the collapse of a 2,300-year-old gold-
domed pagoda into a pile of timbers just three weeks after the wife of the junta’s top general helped 
rededicate it. 

There is no country in Asia more superstitious than Myanmar, and the crumbling of the temple was seen 
widely as something more portentous than shoddy construction work. 

The debacle coincides with the junta’s trial of the country’s pro-democracy leader, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
, after an American intruder swam across a lake and spent a night at the villa where Ms. Aung San Suu 
Kyi has been under house arrest for most of the past 19 years. 

After two weeks of testimony that began May 18, the trial has been suspended as the court considers 
procedural motions — and as the junta apparently tries to decide how to manage what seems to have 
been a major blunder, drawing condemnation from around the world. 

The superstitious generals may be consulting astrologers as well as political tacticians for guidance. That 
would not be unusual for many people in Myanmar, formerly Burma. 

Previously, currency denominations and traffic rules have been changed, the nation’s capital has been 
moved and the timing of events has been selected — even the dates of popular uprisings — with 
astrological dictates in mind. 

“Astrology has as significant a role in policies, leadership and decision making in the feudal Naypyidaw as 
rational calculations, geopolitics and resource economics,” said Zarni, a Burmese exile analyst and 
researcher who goes by one name. He was referring to the country’s fortified capital, which opened in 
2005. 

And so it seemed only natural to read a darker meaning into the temple’s collapse. 

The Danok pagoda, on the outskirts of Myanmar’s main city, Yangon, was newly blessed May 7 in the 
presence of Daw Kyaing Kyaing, the wife of the country’s supreme leader, Senior Gen. Than Shwe, along 
with an A-list of junta society. The rite received major coverage in government-controlled media. 

In a solemn ceremony, the worshipers fixed a diamond orb to the top of the pagoda along with a pennant-
shaped vane and sprinkled scented water onto the tiers of a holy, golden umbrella, according to the 
government mouthpiece, The New Light of Myanmar. 

Like the rest of the heavily censored press, the newspaper was silent when it all came crashing down.  

But word of mouth — and foreign radio broadcasts — spreads fast in Myanmar. 

“People were laughing at her,” said a longtime astrologer, reached by telephone in Myanmar, speaking of 
Mrs. Kyaing Kyaing. 

“O.K., she thinks she is so great, but even the gods don’t like her — people believe like that,” the 
astrologer said on the condition of anonymity because of the danger of speaking to reporters.  

“Even the spiritual world will not allow her to do this thing or that thing,” the astrologer said. “People laugh 
like that.”  

The ceremony was part of a decades-old campaign by the senior general to legitimize his military rule on 
a foundation of Buddhist fealty — dedicating and redecorating temples, attending religious ceremonies 
and, with his influential wife, making donations to monks and monasteries. 

That campaign was undermined, and perhaps fatally discredited, in September 2007 when soldiers beat 
and shot monks protesting the military rule in the streets, invaded monasteries without removing their 
boots and imprisoned or disrobed hundreds of monks. 

“No matter how many pagodas they build, no matter how much charity they give to monks, it is still they 
who murdered the monks,” said Josef Silverstein, a Myanmar specialist and professor emeritus at 
Rutgers University, at the time of the protests. 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/myanmar/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
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So when the Danok pagoda suddenly collapsed May 30 as workmen were completing its renovation — 
killing at least 20 people, according to émigré reports — many people saw it as the latest in a series of 
bad omens for the junta that included a devastating cyclone early last year. 

The pagoda’s sacred umbrella tumbled to the ground, and its diamond orb was lost in the rubble, 
according to those reports. 

“The fact that the umbrella did not stay was a sign that more bad things are to come, according to 
astrologers,” said Ingrid Jordt, a professor of anthropology at the University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, and 
a specialist in Burmese Buddhism. 

“It is also a sign that Than Shwe does not have the spiritual power any longer to be able to undertake or 
reap the benefit from good acts such as this,” Professor Jordt said in an e-mail message.  

“In a sense, the pagoda repudiated Than Shwe’s right to remain ruler.”  

As laborers began trying to rebuild the pagoda, local residents gave émigré publications vivid accounts of 
supernatural happenings. 

“The temple collapsed about 3:10 p.m. while I was loading bricks on a platform around the pagoda,” a 24-
year-old construction worker told The Irrawaddy, an exile magazine based in Thailand. 

“The weather suddenly turned very dark,” he was quoted as saying. “Then we saw a bright red light rising 
from the northern end of the pagoda. Then, suddenly, the temple collapsed. I also heard a strange 
haunting voice coming from the direction of the light.”  

Indeed, the Danok pagoda may have been a poor choice for the junta’s ruling family to seek religious 
affirmation. 

According to The Irrawaddy, “Several elderly locals from Danok Model Village said that they believed that 
the pagoda never welcomed cruel or unkind donors, and always shook when such persons made 
offerings.”  

-------------------- 

Mekong citizens appeal to Thai PM against constructi on of dams   
Mizzima - 18 June 2009 

by Usa Picha     

Chiang Mai - Citizens of six countries which share the Mekong River on Thursday submitted a petition 
with 16,000 signatures to Thailand’s Prime Minister to save the Mekong River. 

‘The Save the Mekong coalition’, a civil environmental society concerned about the Mekong River 
released a press statement on Thursday saying that the group is to hand in a petition, endorsed by more 
than 16,000 people from the six-countries of the Mekong region and around the world, who have signed a 
“Save Mekong” petition urging governments to abandon plans for hydropower development along the 
river’s mainstream. 

The six countries that share the Mekong River are China, Lao, Burma, Vietnam, Thailand, and Cambodia. 

The statement noted that most postcard signatories wrote personal messages to the region’s leaders 
such as “Don’t let hydropower dams block our children's future!” said Wang Dezhi from Yunnan, China. 

“Don’t build the Mekong dams. The existing dams in Thailand already make brothers and sisters fight 
against each other!” Mak Vangdokmai, Roi et, from Thailand wrote. “Saving us, saving our resources! 
Electricity is not everything!” Nguyen Thanh Hang, Hanoi, from Vietnam wrote in the petition. 

Over the past few months, citizen groups have organized a number of events to the run-up to this week’s 
Save the Mekong launch, to rally public support for the river including a photo exhibition, environment 
workshops and events. 

Mekong fisheries provide a critical source of food and income for millions of people along the river. 
Recent official estimates place the annual value of the river’s wild capture fisheries to be worth up to 
US$3 billion, the statement said. 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/myanmar/cyclone_nargis/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/u/university_of_wisconsin/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://mizzima.com/news/regional/2315-mekong-citizens-appeal-to-thai-pm-against-construction-of-dams.html


It further added that mainstream dams will block the massive fish migration that account for up to 70 per 
cent of the river’s commercial fish catch which ensure regional food security. Experience around the world 
demonstrates that there is no way to mitigate the fisheries impact of such large dams.  

“China’s dam construction on the Upper Mekong mainstream (Lancang) has already caused serious 
environmental problems, in the form of declining fish stocks, riverbank erosion, and hazardous water level 
fluctuations in downstream Burma, northern Thailand and northern Lao PDR,” the group said in the 
statement. 

“The Save the Mekong coalition and those that signed the petition are very concerned that similarly 
severe cross-border impacts could create cross-border disputes,” the group added. 

The petition has been written in seven languages by fishermen and farmers living along the river’s 
mainstream and tributaries, as well as by monks, students, city-folk and even some of the region’s well-
known celebrities, and will be submitted to Thailand’s Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva in Bangkok, and 
sent to other government leaders in the region. 

Civil society groups in the Mekong region and internationally have been sounding the alarm about plans 
to build 11 hydro dams on the Lower Mekong mainstream for many years, in what is often described as 
an uphill battle. 

The group concluded that the largely donor-backed inter-governmental Mekong River Commission, 
meanwhile, has failed to disclose its assessment of the Don Sahong dam, prepared in 2007, despite 
repeated requests from civil society groups, and is now positioning itself as a “facilitator” among the 
region’s hydro developers. The MRC has skirted some of the most critical issues, including ensuring 
transparency and public participation, and protecting regional food security.  

-------------------- 

Restriction brings down issuance of online arrival visas   
Mizzima – 17 June 2009 

by Maung Maung Naing     

The Burmese military regime is allowing application for online arrival visas to attract more foreign tourists 
to the country but due to the restrictions of this system, only about 25 per cent of the total applicants were 
granted the visa during the past eight months, according to sources. 

Diamond Place Travel and Tour Co. Ltd. is operating the issuance of the online arrival visa business. But 
given the restrictions imposed by the Burmese junta, only a few online visas could actually be granted 
during the eight-month trial period, company and Foreign Ministry sources said. 

“We have been implementing this programme over the last two years. It took a lot of time for negotiations 
on credit card payment. The trial period has completed eight months now. About 1,500 travellers have 
come to Burma with this online visa so far. Due to the various restrictions imposed by the government, 
only about one fourth of the total applicants were granted this visa,” an official from the company told 
Mizzima. 

“In fact, we are issuing the arrival visa to only those who have been to Burma before and were not 
blacklisted by the concerned departments. We are issuing this visa to group tours from Asian countries. 
There are hardly other online visas granted to any other applicants,” a staff from the Foreign Ministry said. 

Brig. Gen. Aye Myint Kyu, Deputy Minister of Hotel and Tourism Ministry, said at the annual general 
meeting of Burma Tour Operators Association held on June 13 that they would grant online arrival visa at 
the earliest date if the required supporting documents are in order and complete. But the fact remains that 
the Foreign Ministry issued these visas only after going thorough verifications and various restrictions, he 
said. 

“Though we are issuing arrival visas but we dare issue such visas only to group tours. For instance, we 
cannot issue it to the applicants coming from some countries where suicide bombings take place almost 
every day. We did not issue visa to those when there were discrepancies in particulars mentioned in the 
visa applications and particulars produced on arrival,” Brig. Gen. Aye Myint Kyu said while explaining how 
tour operations had slowed down due to the strict visa regulations of Burma. 
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“We didn’t issue it to some applicants when we found them coming with hair dyed with red colour on 
arrival but black hair was mentioned in their visa application. We should relax our visa regulation in such 
a situation. Then our tour industry will improve,” he pointed out. 

The online visa applicants must apply at www.myanmaarvisa.net and www.myanmarvisaexpress.com 
websites. 

The applicants must apply three days before their arrival date and those applicants whose applications 
are rejected will be informed within 24 hours. 

After the 2007 September saffron revolution, the number of tourists coming to Burma has plummeted and 
the situation was worsened because of  the global economic slowdown. For the promotion of tourism 
industry in Burma, the government introduced ths new online arrival visa system, an official of Burma 
Tour and Travel Association said. 

Tourists coming to Burma, who have already got the online visa need to inform their tour plan to the 
Myanmar Tourism Department at Bo Sunpet Street and get their approval before starting their journey. 

-------------------- 

Land-grams to be issued by State Council Office in Myitkyina   
Mizzima - 17 June 2009 

by Myo Gyi     

Ruili – To thwart residents from buying and selling land at will, authorities in Myitkyina town of Kachin 
state in Northern Burma have transferred the issuance of land-grams from the District Council office to the 
State Council Office. 

The Land Record Department in early June notified that land-gram, also known as form no. (105), which 
were earlier issued and handled by the District Peace and Development Council (DPDC) would now be 
handled by the State Council Office. 

“The notice says that land-grams are being traded among people by selling and buying form no (105) 
issued by the Land Records Office. Therefore, in order to plug procedural loopholes, handling of the land-
grams will now be taken over by the State Council Office from the district or township council offices,” a 
local resident of Myitkyina town, who read the order, told Mizzima. 

 “Now, we cannot get a land-gram with the signature of the Chairman o the District Council Office, but we 
have to get the signature of the State Council Chairman. Even for getting the approval of the District 
Chairman, earlier, we have to pay about Kyat 600,000 [USD 600]. In order to get a land-gram, we have to 
go step by step from the Land Records office and approach officers at various levels and through the 
officers we have to pay the money,” he added. 

-------------------- 

Regional commander forcibly sells notebooks to scho ols in Shan State  
SHAN - 17 June 2009  

Hseng Khio Fah  

The Chairman of Shan State (North) Peace and Development Council and Commander of Northeastern 
Region Command Maj-Gen Aung Than Htut has been forcibly ordering all government schools in each 
township in northern Shan State to buy exercise books delivered by him  saying that it is compulsory, 
according to sources from the Sino-Burma border. 

The books were delivered to the schools since schools started at the beginning of June. He also set a 
deadline for the teachers to send the money by the end of June.  

The money is now being collected by teachers in every school, said a source.  

A dozen exercise book was sold at least for Kyat 3,600 (US$ 3.6) while the market price for good quality 
exercise books is just over Kyat 2,000 (US$ 2), a local source in Lashio said.  

“The qualities of their books were bad and the pages were very thin,” he said.  

http://www.myanmaarvisa.net/
http://www.myanmarvisaexpress.com/
http://www.mizzima.com/news/breaking-and-news-brief/2312-land-grams-to-be-issued-by-state-council-office-in-myitkyina.html
http://www.shanland.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2621:regional-commander-forcibly-sells-notebooks-to-schools-in-shan-state&catid=87:human-rights&Itemid=285


A primary school in Si Aw village, Laogai (Laukkai) was ordered to buy 5 dozens and the price of the 
book was already cut in advance from teacher’s salaries. And teachers therefore have to recollect from 
the students, an INGO worker in Laokai told SHAN.  

“The book doesn't have any logo. It is only written FUJI on the cover,” he said.  

School days for the present academic year is different from previous years as there is only a day off in a 
week. “They [junta] are trying to complete all exams before the forthcoming 2010 general elections,” he 
added. 

Junta authorities had just finished issuing national IDs cards for people in Laogai last month, according to 
him. 

-------------------- 

Opinion & Analysis  

NEWS ANALYSIS: Recent Karen Exodus Raises Questions  about UNHCR Role   
Irrawaddy – 17 June 2009  

By Sai Soe Win Latt 

The latest joint attacks in Karen State by Burmese and Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA) forces, 
which began on June 7, have forced an estimated 6,000 Karen people into Thai-Burmese border areas.  

The targeted areas included Ler Per Her IDP (Internally Displaced Persons) camp, which was shelled by 
mortars, according to Burma Campaign UK. 

The slow response from the international community, including the UN, has frustrated Burma’s human 
right activists. Also, the United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) has yet to take 
significant steps to assist the refugees, leaving them leaving at the mercy of local aid groups.  

Indeed, the way the most recent Karen refugees have been assisted by the international community 
raises questions about the effectiveness of the refugee system itself. 

The global refugee regime is based on a structure and philosophy that stems from the International 
Refugee Organization, the predecessor institution that provided the template for the UNHCR. As such, 
the current refugee system essentially serves states’ interest rather than refugees’ interest.  

In other words, the presence of refugees in general is considered a challenge to a state, and the UNHCR 
focuses on refugee containment and repatriation, rather than recognizing refugees’ rights to settle in a 
country of asylum or resettlement in a third country.  

More broadly, the global refugee mission is to stabilize the world order composed of individual nation-
states by containing refugee movements.  

This philosophy is reflected in a 1993 statement by Sadako Ogata, the former UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees. Her point, which still holds true today was that, “The subject of refugees and displaced people 
is high on the list of international concerns today not only because of its humanitarian significance, but 
also because of its impact on peace, security and stability. The world cannot reach a new order without 
effectively addressing the problem of human displacement.” 

The commissioner, significantly, describes refugees as a “problem” that destabilizes the world order. 
Solving the “problem” is for the ultimate purpose of the security of that order. 

The painful irony is that it is this same world order with so-called sovereign nation-states that generates 
so many of the refugees in the world today.  

Mostly minority and marginalized populations, such as the Karen, are driven out of their homes after 
being treated as “enemies” by a military regime that has autonomous control of the state apparatus.  

While recent attacks are difficult to frame in terms of Burmese versus Karen, given the collusion of the 
DKBA with regime forces, it is clear that this is a struggle over economic resources as well as 
geographical control. Still, this is just one incident in the political hang-over of the sovereign state system 
that the UNHCR is mandated to protect. 

http://www.irrawaddy.org/highlight.php?art_id=16050


In any case, Karen refugees are byproducts of a political struggle versus state oppression. Yet, the 
UNHCR is mandated to handle the plight of the Karen through charity work in its role as a purely 
humanitarian, yet “non-political,” institution. This allows the UNHCR to refrain from engagement over 
political issues that otherwise would implicate it in issues of sovereignty.  

In addition to overriding philosophical issues, the UNHCR’s protection practices also raise problematic 
questions. For example, its provision of providing only minimum assistance to refugees while assuming 
that providing maximum assistance would attract more refugees.  

In addition, there has been a recent shift towards a so-called “preventive protection” stance under a rubric 
of “the right to remain at home.” This is designed to prevent refugees from seeking refuge across a border 
by providing “safety zones” within conflict areas.  

Ler Per Her IDP camp, which was shelled last week, is part of this strategy of “preventive protection,” 
which shows the fallibility of so-called “safety zones.” 

The UNHCR humanitarian work cannot be isolated from a donor country’s domestic immigration policy. 

That the first strategy of donor countries is to prevent refugees from resettling abroad is clearly reflected 
in the EU Presidency’s Declaration on Karen villagers, dated June 11, 2009, which said, “The EU 
reiterates its commitment to the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Burma/Myanmar. The EU calls 
instead for the conditions to be created that allow the return of all refugees.” 

Here, insistence on “return” in theory can serve as a quick-fix but it can ignore the actual experiences and 
fate of refugees in much of the world, including the Karen refugees in Thailand. Seeing refugees as 
temporarily displaced people can serve to sentence millions of people to a life in refugee camps, 
supposing that they will eventually “return” to their country. 

For example, Kitty McKinsey, a regional spokesperson for the UNHCR, told Spectrum magazine in an 
interview on the most recent wave of displaced Karen villagers, “They all say they want go back as soon 
as possible.'' A UN spokesperson in Geneva, William Spindler, expressed a similar view. 

It is understood that refugees miss their home like everyone else, but UNHCR is wrong to insist on that as 
a core interpretation of policy. It knows from experience that refugees often end up living in refugee 
centers for decades.  

It should go without saying that refugees, including new arrivals, should be entitled to earn a living outside 
refugee camps, rather than being locked up inside, only to be turned into a modern version of “white 
men’s (and women’s) burdens.”  

Yet, highlighting such problems with UNHCR role, we can not its role in saving people’s lives in 
emergency situation and providing life-sustaining aid. Neither is this to discount its heroic staffers in the 
field who are fighting hard for refugee rights.  

Field staffers, as well as executive officers, are in a position to critically reflect on UNHCR’s limitations. 
Rather than reproducing UNHCR’s “depoliticized humanitarianism,” progressive members and staffers 
should move beyond technical-centrism and emergency management mentality to address the disruptive 
aspects of the nation-state system as it now exists.  

Similarly, critiques of donor countries do not underplay the thousands of former refugees who are now 
able to earn livelihoods in these countries. Yet, donor countries that are able to effectively supplement 
their domestic labor force with immigrant labor must do other than part in dealing fairly with refugees who 
fleeing from war with little hope of stability in their lives.  

-------------------- 

It's not too late to rescue Burma from further trag edy – by Benedict Rogers  
Telegraph - 17 Jun 2009 

It is time to treat Than Shwe as the war criminal that he is, and hold a commission of inquiry into crimes 
against humanity, writes Benedict Rogers.  

Within the past month, two new shocking chapters of misery have opened up in Burma’s decades-long 
tragedy.  
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The first is the trial, on ludicrously fabricated charges, of democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi, who marks 
her 64th birthday this coming Friday. Now in the notorious Insein Prison, after over 13 years of house 
arrest, her trial is a blatant attempt by the regime to keep her locked up. Her continued detention is illegal 
under both international and Burmese law, according to the UN – which is why the regime has gone to 
such absurd lengths to find fresh charges.  

The second is the attacks within the past week on Ler Per Hur , a camp for internally displaced people 
(IDPs) in Karen State, Burma. Situated on the banks of the Moie river, opposite Thailand, Ler Per Hur has 
been home to more than 1,200 Karen IDPs who had fled the Burma Army’s attacks on their villages 
deeper inside Burma. Although it has twice been attacked before, it has for the past seven years provided 
a place of sanctuary and relative peace for those escaping the junta’s policies of forced labour, rape, 
torture, destruction of villages, crops and livestock, extrajudicial killings and conscription of villagers as 
human minesweepers.  

I know Ler Per Hur well. I have visited many times. The people there are my friends. I have ridden in their 
boats, walked through their vegetable patches, played with their children and talked with new arrivals. I 
have brought British and Irish politicians, including John Bercow , perhaps the next Speaker of the House 
of Commons, there. My mother has visited, and my sister , a professional musician, has played her violin 
there. Now, the inhabitants of Ler Per Hur and the surrounding area have had to flee for their lives.  

Over 5,000 Karen civilians are now encamped on the Thai side of the river, in urgent need of food, 
medicine and shelter, surrounded by the sound of mortars and RPGs. As Rainbow, a school teacher and 
a friend of mine, told the BBC : “Last week government troops attacked our camp. They were shelling 
every day … We can't go back because the military has taken over our camp. But we can't stay here for 
long either. We are illegal here … We can only hope that we'll be able to go home soon.”  

That hope, that they and the several million other Burmese refugees around the world will be able to go 
home soon, requires the international community to wake up. In recent years, abundant evidence has 
been provided of the extraordinary inhumanity of Burma’s ruling military dictator, Senior General Than 
Shwe. In 2007, his military beat, arrested, imprisoned and killed Buddhist monks and civilians 
participating in peaceful protests. Last year, he rammed through a rigged referendum on a new 
constitution, while denying humanitarian aid to the victims of Cyclone Nargis.  

Yet rather than jolting the international community into serious action, these events appear to have 
increased muddled thinking among some. There are those in academia, diplomacy and major aid 
agencies who, in the face of overwhelming evidence to the contrary, argue that the regime shows signs of 
reasonableness and that all we need to do is lift sanctions and engage unconditionally. Perhaps, in some 
of their minds, a round of golf with the Generals would do the trick. It is as if the wind and rain of Cyclone 
Nargis swept through their brains – not removing the cobwebs that previously existed, but instead leaving 
a soggy mess behind. It gives a whole new meaning to the concept of ‘water on the brain’.  

The farcical trial of Aung San Suu Kyi, combined with the intensification of the offensive against Karen 
civilians, must surely be a wake-up call for those who have not previously heard the sirens ring. Than 
Shwe is not a man with whom we can simply have a nice chat. Significant pressure, far from being a 
cause of his intransigence, is the only language he understands. Sanctions, rather than being lifted, need 
to be tightened and more carefully targeted, to hit Than Shwe and his cronies. The United Nations 
Security Council must impose a universal arms embargo, and the European Union – which has at last 
issued a statement condemning the offensives in eastern Burma – should lead the charge. UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon should make the release of political prisoners in Burma his personal priority, as 
called for in a petition signed by almost 700,000 people . And it is time to treat Than Shwe as the war 
criminal that he is, and hold a commission of inquiry into crimes against humanity , as called for by two 
previous UN special rapporteurs. Such steps should be given the sense of urgency the situation 
deserves, by invoking the UN’s ‘Responsibility to Protect’ mechanism. That would be the most 
appropriate way of marking Aung San Suu Kyi’s birthday.  

Moreover, humanitarian aid – both within the country and especially to the IDPs on the run in the border 
areas – must be increased. Those who criticize pressure accuse campaigners of opposing aid. It is time 
to nail that lie once and for all. I know of no Burma activist who has opposed humanitarian aid, provided it 
is properly channeled and reaches those who need it most, without benefiting the regime. Indeed, the 

http://www.64forsuu.org/
http://dynamic.csw.org.uk/article.asp?t=press&id=872
http://dynamic.csw.org.uk/article.asp?t=press&id=830
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoqnYzb14U8
http://www.thestrad.com/blogmainstory.asp?id=23
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/8095137.stm
http://dynamic.csw.org.uk/article.asp?t=press&id=857
http://www.aappb.org/
http://dynamic.csw.org.uk/article.asp?t=press&id=857


Burma Campaign UK and Christian Solidarity Worldwide fought hard to get the British government to 
increase aid to Burma in 2007, a battle we won in the face of stiff opposition from some civil servants. So 
while we can debate the merits of other policies, I urge those who perpetuate the lie about aid to put away 
their childish games and accept that on the humanitarian issue, at least, there is significant common 
ground. Furthermore, if they really do care about the humanitarian crisis in Burma, I hope they will join me 
in calling for significant emergency aid to the IDPs and refugees newly displaced as a result of the current 
eastern Burma crisis.  

It is of course clear that Burma’s regional neighbours, notably China, India, Japan and the Association of 
South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN), have a crucial role to play. Thailand in particular must see the 
offensives on its border, which may amount to attempted genocide, as the last straw. China should 
recognize that its reputation is seriously at risk if it continues to provide economic and diplomatic support 
for Than Shwe’s barbaric regime. They must join the US and the EU in urging UN Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon to increase his efforts to bring change to Burma, and supporting initiatives at the Security 
Council. Burma’s political and humanitarian crisis surely ranks in the same category as North Korea, 
Sudan and Zimbabwe, and as such it must receive the attention it deserves and has for so long been 
denied. It is not too late to rescue Burma from further tragedy, nor is the international community’s 
already much-tarnished moral record irredeemable – but both hang in the balance.  

Benedict Rogers is a human rights activist working for Christian Solidarity Worldwide , which recently 
launched the Change for Burma! campaign. He is the author of A Land Without Evil: Stopping the 
Genocide of Burma’s Karen people (Monarch Books, 2004). He has travelled almost 30 times to Burma 
and its borderlands, and is currently writing a biography of Senior General Than Shwe.  

-------------------- 

News - ASSK 

Suu Kyi trial lawyers in last-ditch witness bid  
AFP – 17 June 2009 

YANGON — Lawyers for Aung San Suu Kyi launched a bid in Myanmar's top court to reinstate two 
defence witnesses in her trial, as UN experts poured fresh scorn on the ruling junta's case against her. 

The Nobel laureate, who turns 64 on Friday, is being held at Yangon's notorious Insein prison on charges 
of breaching the terms of her house arrest after an American man swam to her lakeside house in May. 

The Supreme Court heard submissions from her legal team arguing that it should allow them to formally 
appeal against an earlier ban on the two witnesses, who are both senior members of her party. 

Kyi Win, the main lawyer for Aung San Suu Kyi, said the court was not expected to announce a decision 
until Wednesday evening 

"We hope our arguments for the two witnesses will be accepted. Our expectations are always as high as 
possible," Kyi Win told reporters. 

"The usual procedure is that in the evening the high court posts the decision, so we have to wait until the 
evening to know whether they will accept or reject our application," he added. 

Nyan Win, the spokesman for her National League for Democracy (NLD) and also a member of the legal 
team, said the court heard arguments for about 45 minutes. 

Security was tight around the Supreme Court with at least 10 police trucks patrolling the area and 
plainclothes officers also on duty, witnesses said. 

Myanmar's junta is allowing "flagrant" rights violations in the trial of democracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi 
and must ensure proceedings are fair and open, UN human rights experts said. 

Media should be granted full access and relevant witnesses must be able to testify in the internationally 
condemned trial, said five independent United Nations specialists in a joint statement issued late Tuesday 
in Geneva. 
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"So far, the trial of Aung San Suu Kyi and her aides has been marred by flagrant violations of substantive 
and procedural rights," said Leandro Despouy, UN special rapporteur on the independence of judges and 
lawyers. 

The prison court conducting the trial last month barred all but one of her four defence witnesses but a 
separate court in Yangon earlier this month ruled that Aung San Suu Kyi could call one more person to 
testify. 

The two still-barred witnesses who are the subject of Wednesday's hearing are Win Tin, a journalist and 
Myanmar's longest-serving political prisoner until his release in September, and detained deputy NLD 
leader Tin Oo. 

Aung San Suu Kyi's main trial has been adjourned until June 26. She faces up to five years in jail if 
convicted, as does American John Yettaw, who used a pair of homemade flippers to swim across a lake 
to her house. 

Western diplomats in Yangon have said a string of delayed court dates is a sign that the ruling generals 
are seeking to stall the proceedings in a bid to fend off vehement worldwide criticism of the trial. 

Aung San Suu Kyi has spent 13 of the last 19 years in detention since the junta refused to recognise the 
NLD's landslide victory in the country's last elections, in 1990. 

In Geneva, UN human rights investigators issued fresh condemnation of the trial, saying overnight that 
the junta was allowing "flagrant" rights violations in the proceedings. 

Media should be granted full access to the hearings and relevant witnesses should be able to testify, the 
five independent UN specialists said in a joint statement. 

"So far, the trial of Aung San Suu Kyi and her aides has been marred by flagrant violations of substantive 
and procedural rights," said Leandro Despouy, UN special rapporteur on the independence of judges and 
lawyers. 

US President Barack Obama has described the case as a "show trial" while many of Myanmar's Asian 
neighbours have broken their usual silence on its internal matters to condemn the charges against Aung 
San Suu Kyi. 

-------------------- 

Burmese Activists Ask Ban Ki-moon for Help   
Irrawaddy – 16 June 2009  

By Saw Yan Naing  

Former Burmese political prisoners have delivered a petition to UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
calling on him to seek the release of all Burmese political prisoners including opposition leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi.     

The request comes after 48-year-old Salai Hla Moe, a member of the National League for Democracy, 
died in a Burmese prison in May.  

Family members of Salai Hla Moe were informed by prison authorities almost three weeks after his death. 
He leaves behind a wife and four children, according to the Thailand-based Assistance Association of 
Political Prisoners (Burma) (AAPP). 

Approximately 680,000 signatures were collected within 10 weeks in one the largest global coordinated 
actions ever for Burma.   

Tate Naing, the secretary of the AAPP, said, “How many more political prisoners have to die before the 
UN will act?  I urge Mr. Ban Ki-moon to accept nothing less than the immediate and unconditional release 
of all of Burma's political prisoners in his current negotiations with the regime.”    

“He must not allow any more delay. Political prisoners, including Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, are the hope for 
democracy and the future leaders of our country. Their lives are at stake," said Tate Naing.    

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16018


About 140 political prisoners have died in prison since 1988 while more than 2,100 political prisoners are 
held in Burmese prisons and in labor camps.    

A delegation member, Nyi Nyi Aung, who has relatives currently in prison, said, “To Ban Ki-moon, my 
message is simple: ‘Your words show you take this issue seriously. But now I want to see what action you 
will take to secure the release of my family and all of Burma's political prisoners.’”  

Nyi Nyi Aung’s mother and two cousins are serving jail terms of up to 65 years for their pro-democracy 
activities. 

 -------------------- 

Suu Kyi’s Detention Affects Asean’s Credibility: Th ai PM  
Irrawaddy – 16 June 2009  

If the junta fails to release pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi, the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nation’s (Asean) credibility will be “affected inevitably,” Thai Prime Minster Abhisit Vejajjiva told The Far 
Eastern Economic Review recently.  

During the Far Eastern Economic Review’s interview published on Tuesday, 16 June, Abhisit, who is now 
chairman of Asean, said Burma’s political process will have to be inclusive to gain the acceptability and 
respectability of the international community.  

However, the Thai PM said the Burma issue is the responsibility of the international community and not 
just Asean.  

“I think it would be unfair to single out Asean and I think the whole international community puts in an 
effort and if it's not succeeding, why single out Asean?” he said.  

“On the contrary, we think that Asean has helped to facilitate possible channels and processes by which 
the situation there can be resolved and we’ll continue to do that,” he said, adding that UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon would also play a role in the issue.  

Commenting on Burma’s membership with Asean, Abhisit said Asean did not want to isolate or alienate 
the Burmese military further.  

 “I doubt that that would make the situation better now,” Abhisit said, stating that it would be wrong to say 
it was the fault of Asean that things were not going as well as people would like.  

“We accept our responsibility and we’re doing what we can,” he said.  

Answering a question about how confident Asean’s was of Suu Kyi’s release, Abhisit said: “It’s difficult to 
say. It’s difficult for anybody to say with certainty.”  

Abhisit said that what Asean is looking at more is the direction that Than Shwe and the leadership of 
Burma will take, which clearly begins with how the trial plays out.  

“So we’ll watch that,” Abhisit said. 

-------------------- 

News - Other 

Over 700,000 stateless persons in Burma   
DVB – 17 June 2009 

Burma has the world’s third largest population of stateless persons according to the UN refugee agency, 
while at the same time Burmese refugees were last year the main beneficiaries of UN resettlement 
programmes.  

The issue of stateless persons in Burma was thrown into the spotlight earlier this year when around 1000 
ethnic Muslim Rohingya refugees from western Burma washed up on Thailand’s shores, only to be towed 
back out to sea and set adrift by Thai authorities. 

The incident shed light of the plight of the Rohingya, who are not recognized by the Burmese government 
and suffer frequent discrimination due to their lack of legal status.  

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16025
http://english.dvb.no/news.php?id=2633


In total, around 723,571 people are considered to be stateless in Burma, according to an annual Global 
Trends report released yesterday by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).  

The report warned however that figures do not “capture the full magnitude of the phenomenon of 
statelessness - a significant number of stateless people have not been identified and statistical data on 
statelessness is not yet available in many cases”. 

Alongside the Rohingya, other ethnic groups such as Burmese Chinese, Burmese Indian and Panthay 
are not recognized by the government.  

Burma is also home to over 500,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs), the majority of which are in 
eastern Karen state, who have been forced out of their homes largely by fighting between the Burmese 
army and the Karen National Union. 

No data was available for the total number of Burmese refugees living abroad, although Burma is thought 
to contribute the majority of the total 3.5 million stateless persons living in neighbouring Thailand.  

That situation has been compounded by the exodus of around 4000 civilians from eastern Karen state in 
recent weeks who are fleeing a government offensive against the Karen National Union.  

Furthermore, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) on Monday warned 
that even children with migrant status in Thailand were struggling to access education.  

However around 23,200 Burmese benefited from UNHCR-facilitated resettlement programmes last year, 
the majority of these departing from Thailand. This, according to the report, was the world’s highest 
proportion. 

Globally, however, the situation last year for refugees was bleak, with a total of 42 million people had 
been uprooted by conflict. 

The UNHCR found that numbers of IDPs in the world was at an historical high of more than 28 million, 
catalysed latterly by the intensification in recent months of conflict in Pakistan’s Swat valley, which had 
forced some 2 million to leave their homes, and in Sri Lanka where 300,000 were held in intenrment 
camps following government offensives against the Tamil Tigers. 

Reporting by Francis Wade  

-------------------- 

Human trafficking in Burma ‘a major problem’  
DVB – 17 June 2009 

Human trafficking within Burma remains “significant”, whilst trafficking of young women into forced labour 
and commercial sexual exploitation is a “major problem”, according to a US state department report. 

The Trafficking in Persons report cited statistics released by the International Labour Organisation (ILO) 
that estimate that at least 12.3 million people worldwide are in forced labour, bonded labour or 
commercial sexual exploitation. 

Many Burmese women and children are being trafficked to Thailand, Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, South 
Korea, China and Malaysia, the latter two often for forced marriage. 

Within Burma, however, the problem was “significant”. Trafficking of girls for the purpose of prostitution 
“persisted as a major problem, particularly in urban areas”, and was seen to drive Burma’s reputation as 
“a destination country for child sex tourism”.  

The US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton described the phenomenon as “modern slavery” that “weakens 
legitimate economies, fuels violence, threatens public health and safety, shatters families, and shreds the 
social fabric that is necessary for progress.” 

The report also highlighted the ongoing phenomenon of forced recruitment of children into armed ethnic 
groups and the Burmese army, the latter largely as a result of increasing cases of desertion of adult 
soldiers.  

http://www.dvb.no/english/news.php?id=2634


The recruitment of child soldiers is often seen as a means of maintaining the Burmese army’s troop 
levels, with children often bearing the brunt of its frequent recruitment drives. 

“The military junta’s gross economic mismanagement, human rights abuses, and its continued 
widespread use of forced labor are among the top causal factors for Burma’s significant trafficking 
problem,” the report said.  

Complainants of forced labour are ostensibly protected under the ‘supplementary understanding’ 
agreement the ILO has with the Burmese government, although in 15 of the 152 cases reported to the 
ILO since 1997, the organization has received information alleging harassment or reprisals by 
government authorities. 

Earlier this month the ILO called a revision of a clause in the Burmese constitution that justified use of 
forced labour “in duties assigned by the Union in accord with the law in the interest of the public”. 

In 2002 Human Rights Watch named the Burmese government as the world’s leading recruiter of child 
soldiers.  

The US report did note however that the regime had made “significant efforts” with regards to tackling 
commercial sexual exploitation, although overall the government “is not making significant efforts to 
comply with the minimum standards for the elimination of trafficking”. 

Reporting by Francis Wade  

-------------------- 

China, Myanmar to boost "comprehensive, stable and lasting relations"  
Xinhua – 16 June 2009 

BEIJING -- China would like to join with Myanmar to promote comprehensive, stable and lasting relations, 
Vice President Xi Jinping said Tuesday.  

During talks with Myanmar State Peace and Development Council Vice-Chairman Maung Aye, Xi said 
China valued good-neighborly relations with Myanmar.  

He said Myanmar was among the first group of countries that forged diplomatic ties with the People's 
Republic of China, and Sino-Myanmar relations had maintained good momentum.  

Xi also said the two countries should implement on-going projects to boost their economies amid the 
global downturn.  

He stressed that the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence were the cornerstone of China's diplomacy, 
and as a good neighbor, China hoped Myanmar would overcome difficulties to achieve stability and 
prosperity.  

Maung Aye expressed gratitude for China's long-term assistance. He particularly mentioned that China 
sent medical teams after Myanmar was hit by a cyclone last year.  

He reaffirmed Myanmar would support China's stance on the Taiwan and Tibet issues.  

Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao met with Maung Aye earlier Tuesday.  

Hailing the 60-year diplomatic relationship, Wen said the two nations enjoyed traditional friendship and 
broad common interests.  

Maung Aye said his government valued the relationship with China.  

Maung Aye came to China on an official visit scheduled for June15 to 20 at Xi's invitation. 

 -------------------- 

China to begin Burma pipeline construction  
DVB – 16 June 2009 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-06/16/content_11553126.htm
http://english.dvb.no/news.php?id=2631


China will begin construction of oil and gas pipelines through Burma in September aimed at cutting 
shipping time for crude oil imports, despite criticism of the project’s impact on civilians in the pipeline 
vicinity. 

The 2,800 kilometer gas pipeline, known as the Shwe Gas Project, will run from Burma’s western Arakan 
state to China’s southwestern Yunnan province.  

The deal between the two countries was signed in March this year. India initially looked set to secure the 
contract, but China’s veto of a 2007 UN Security Council resolution that would have pressured Burma to 
end aggression against its citizens appeared to have been the seal.  

Until now China has relied on the congested Strait of Malacca, between Singapore and Indonesia’s 
Sumatra peninsular, to transport oil from the Middle East to its energy-hungry population. 

The China Securities Journal today said that the building of the Burma section of the pipeline would be 
done under the state-owned China National Petroleum Company (CNPC). 

The Shwe Gas Project has involved a number of international companies, including Korea’s Daewoo 
International who began exploration of the gas deposits off the coast of Arakan state in 2003. 

Yesterday, advocacy group EarthRights International (ERI) and campaign group, the Shwe Gas 
Movement (SGM), revealed that the Korean government had rejected a complaint about human rights 
violations surrounding the project.  

The project has already been linked with cases of forced relocation of civilians and land confiscation.  

A spokesperson for SGM, Ko Kin, said in March that despite the human cost of the project for Burmese 
civilians, “the energy resources are not used for Burma but sold to a foreign country”. 

According to Reuters, the pipeline will deliver around 400,000 barrels-per-day of crude oil to China, while 
the gas pipeline has a transportation capacity of 12 billion cubic meters a year. 

Reporting by Francis Wade  

-------------------- 

Burmese Authorities Issue ‘Passports’ to Migrants   
Irrawaddy – 16 June 2009  

By Lawi Weng 

Burma has started issuing new nationality identification papers to Burmese migrant workers, allowing 
them to work legally in Thailand but not in other countries, according to a Burmese immigration official in 
Myawaddy Township, on the Thai-Burmese border. 

“We opened the office on June 5,” said the official, who added that each worker has to pay 3,000 kyat 
(US $3) for an application form and will have to pay taxes on their earnings in Thailand. 

The Burmese government recently reached an agreed with Thailand to open three registration offices for 
migrant laborers in the Burmese border towns of Myawaddy, Tachilek and Kawthaung, according to the 
official. 

The new identification papers, which the official referred to as “passport documents,” will effectively grant 
successful applicants a one-year work permit in Thailand. To receive the document, a Burmese migrant 
worker must have a letter of recommendation from a Thai factory or business. 

Burmese migrants who are working in Thailand and who want to apply for these new passport documents 
will have to bring all their information, including their ID cards, to these centers.  

Jackie Pollock, a founding member of the Migrant Assistance Program (MAP) in Thailand, said that the 
new passports, which cannot be used for travel to any other country besides Thailand, are far short of 
what migrants need. 

“I don’t want them to have temporary passports,” she said. “I want them to have real passports, which 
they can use to travel to any country.”  

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=16020


Pollock also said that Thai immigration authorities in Chiang Mai started conducting a survey of Burmese 
migrants last week to find out how many intended to return to Burma to get the passport. 

However, sources close to the migrant community said that many who were taking part in the survey were 
reluctant to provide their real addresses in Burma for fear that the information could be used by the 
Burmese authorities to target family members still in the country.  

Thailand and Burma agreed to set up nationality identification centers for Burmese migrant workers in 
2006. However, the two countries couldn’t reach an agreement on where the registration centers would 
be situated.  

Originally, the Burmese authorities wanted them to be located in Pa-an and Moulmein, the capitals of 
Karen and Mon states, respectively. However, their Thai counterparts objected, as these towns were too 
far for the workers to travel to and from. 

The Thai government has said it hopes that the new registration process will help stop the influx of illegal 
Burmese migrants into Thailand by offering the opportunity to work in the country legally. 

According to MAP, Thailand hosts 2-4 million migrant workers—some legal, but most illegal—from 
Burma, Cambodia and Laos. However, the country still faces a severe labor shortage and is unable to 
meet growing industrial demands, prompting officials to frequently revise registration procedures. 

The governments of Laos and Cambodia operate nationality identification centers in Thailand in 
cooperation with the Thai government. The centers have so far processed some 70,000 Lao and 
Cambodia workers and registered them with the Thai Labor Department. They are eligible to work in 
Thailand and have access to the same social welfare benefits as Thai workers, including legal support 
and medical services for their children. 

Burmese workers who have the new passports will also be eligible for the same benefits, according to 
officials. However, critics of Thailand’s migrant labor policies said that even foreign workers who are 
formally registered typically receive substandard treatment when seeking benefits.  

 -------------------- 

Cholera outbreak in central Burma   
Mizzima - 16 June 2009 

by Phanida     

Chiang Mai - At least 30 people have been hospitalised following an outbreak of cholera  in 
Thaungdwingyi town in central Burma, hospital authorities said. 

According to officials in Thaungdwingyi hospital, the cholera outbreak, started  about a week ago  from 
unclean drinking water. 

“All together about 35 people have been hospitalized. Children as young as one and- a-half years to four 
years and even grownups of about 30 or even up to 50 are suffering from the disease. It began on June 
6,” the official, who declined to be named, told Mizzima. 

Local residents said, two children of  between 3 to 5 years and an old man of about 50 years died from 
the disease last week. 

-------------------- 

Opinion & Analysis  

CONTRIBUTOR: The Myth of the Democratizing Middle Cl ass - By Camilla Buzzi   
Irrawaddy - 17 June 2009  

In an article published in The Irrawaddy on April 28, 2009 [“Why Boycott Just Makes Things Worse”], 
Norway’s development minister, Erik Solheim, calls for a review of Norwegian Burma policy with more 
emphasis given to economic engagement and less to isolation. Sanctions in particular seem to be a thorn 
in the eye of the development minister. Solheims’ recipe is based on a strong faith that economic growth 
and the emergence of a middle class will eventually bring about democracy in Burma. 

http://www.mizzima.com/news/breaking-and-news-brief/2305-cholera-outbreak-in-central-burma.html
http://www.irrawaddy.org/opinion_story.php?art_id=16046


There is little doubt that most Burmese would be better served by greater and more equally shared 
economic growth. Burma is rich in resources. The country was once considered one of the most 
promising in Asia. Instead, poor management of Burma’s riches has brought the country to its knees. 

At best, Solheim’s description of the democratizing role of the middle class is an oversimplification of the 
truth. But at worse, it represents a capitulation to Burma’s generals. 

Economic growth and democracy tend to correlate, but correlation is not synonymous with simple causal 
effect. The belief that capitalists will necessarily demand democracy is a myth, not a law of social science. 
Freezing the bank accounts of Snr-Gen Than Shwe and his henchmen has no impact on Burma’s larger 
economy. 

There is nothing new about the assumption that the middle class has played a key role in the emergence 
of democracy in Asia. The middle class theory originally grew out of a fascination with Asia’s new rich and 
their political potential. The new rich were credited with bringing about the democratic popular uprisings 
that changed South Korea, the Philippines, Thailand and Indonesia in the 1980s and 1990s. 

However, this period was also noted for the debate about so-called “Asian values” and the superiority of 
the Asian development model as opposed to the Western emphasis on the individual, democracy and 
human rights. Representatives of an Asian middle class could be found on either side of the divide. Asia’s 
many middle classes were not one entity at the time and did not act as one. 

In other words, Solheim’s approach has already failed the test of history. His selection of these very same 
countries as proof that economic growth will eventually bring about democracy in Burma this time around 
is therefore a paradox. 

Solheim’s use of the term middle class is confusing. Asia’s middle classes span across a diverse group 
with different backgrounds, preferences and interests. To expect this class to gather around one common 
political platform and one common set of political goals is to play tricks with oneself. 

Asia’s economic middle class—identifiable by its income and its lifestyle—comprises farmers, 
entrepreneurs, white-collar workers, military personnel, bureaucrats and others. In several countries in the 
region, such as China, Singapore and Malaysia, such a middle class has emerged without bringing about 
democratic regime change so far. 

Such an economic middle class also exists in Burma. But in this country, economic life is closely 
associated with the military power-holders. Many typical middle-class professions are to be found in the 
public sector. To succeed requires good relations with those in power. To engage with the opposition is to 
live with the constant risk of losing one’s daily bread. There is little reason to expect that this middle class 
will take a lead in the struggle for a democratic Burma. 

There is also an intellectual middle class in Asia, identifiable by its qualifications rather than its economic 
status. Professionals such as academics, teachers, students, artists, writers, and journalists have long 
traditions of challenging those in power in Asia, including Burma. Together with the monks, who are the 
keepers of the country’s cultural heritage, the students in particular have frequently opposed military 
power and been among the strongest supporters of Aung San Suu Kyi. They have shown their ability to 
challenge the military’s position. 

As a result, the military controls the Buddhist monkhood with an iron fist, while the education sector is 
neglected and censored. Burma’s universities and monasteries are no longer hotbeds of the struggle for 
democracy. As long as freedom of expression and academic and artistic freedoms are gagged, this 
middle class also remains unable to mobilize for rebellion. This is where Solheim ought to focus his 
attention. 

The experience from several of Burma’s neighboring countries is that the middle classes have rarely 
taken the lead when mass movements have developed. When popular movements have radically altered 
politics in countries in Southeast Asia, this has come about as a result of the mobilization of broad 
sections of the population. Burma is no exception, as the demonstrations in 2007 indicate. 

Solheim’s analysis of the processes of democratization in Asia is superficial and does not provide a basis 
for drawing conclusions for Burma. The situation in Burma ought to be understood on its own terms. 



On two occasions during the past twenty years—in 1988 and in 2007—increasing poverty and bad 
economic policies by the government have triggered large scale popular uprisings followed by a brutal 
crackdown on peaceful demonstrators that has tarnished the image of Burma’s Tatmadaw. 

Today, corruption is widespread. Respect for the most basic principles of the rule of law is lacking. Unlike 
Indonesia, where former President Suharto provided space for technocrats in shaping economic policy, 
Burma’s military power-holders have a poor record when it comes to listening to civilians offering input on 
policies. 

Under these conditions, and with the junta’s record in economic policy-making, there is no assurance that 
economic growth will benefit the population or that it will lead to the emergence of an independent civil 
society. 

Burma’s military junta may desire economic growth for the country, but only as far as it does not 
challenge their grip on power. Unfortunately, it is not in Solheim’s power to be certain that Norway’s 
contribution to economic growth in Burma will result in democracy. 

This is not to say that a future economic middle class in Burma will not have political weight or that such a 
middle class will not make demands that will change Burmese politics. However, Solheim’s expectation 
that such a middle class is in some way predestined to take a lead in the struggle for democracy is not 
grounded in reality. 

Democratization is a slow process. A transition to democracy takes place as a combination of many 
factors, where structural conditions, the relationship between political players and coincidences all play a 
part. 

Burma’s democracy movement has already identified what is needed in order to begin a development 
towards democracy: the release of political prisoners, respect for fundamental human rights, notably civil 
and political rights, and space for broader political participation. 

The people of Burma have paid a high price for decades of military misrule. They deserve better than a 
Norwegian development minister who seems to be outsourcing their struggle for basic rights to an 
uncertain future. Instead, Solheim and the government he represents ought to take a lead in developing a 
policy in support of Burma’s struggle for human rights. 

Norway’s development minister is a strong proponent of dialogue. Is he prepared to enter a dialogue with 
Burma’s military junta on issues that could actually make a difference? 

Camilla Buzzi is the former project coordinator for PD Burma, an international network of parliamentarians 
promoting human rights and democracy in Burma. 

-------------------- 

The neighbourhood bully flexes its muscles - By: Ky aw Zwa Moe   
Bangkok Post – 17 June 2009  

One of the favourite tactics of the Burmese junta is its "bully" policy. The latest attacks on the army of the 
Karen National Union (KNU) on the Thai-Burma border are ample proof. 

In this picture taken on June 9 this year, a Karen mother with her child flees from the fighting across the 
border into Tha Song Yang district of Tak, Thailand. 

The troops of the military regime and its cease-fire group, the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA), 
have launched sustained clashes since early June. In two weeks, the conflict has forced an estimated 
4,000 to 6,000 Karen villagers to flee their homes. 

Many of them are hiding in the jungle while some are arriving in Thailand as displaced people. 

Within the past fortnight, the Burmese military and DKBA troops have fired more than 200 mortar rounds 
in clashes with the Karen National Liberation Army, the military wing of KNU, in Pa-an district of Burma's 
eastern Karen State. 

http://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/18600/the-neighbourhood-bully-flexes-its-muscles


The current rainy season is an unusual time for the regime to launch its military campaign, with at least 
6,000 soldiers of several battalions in the area. Local Karen sources say that more troops are being 
deployed into the area. 

This military campaign is linked by three factors: pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi, neighbouring 
Thailand and the KNU rebels, one of the oldest surviving rebel armies in Southeast Asia. 

A few days after Mrs Suu Kyi was charged with breaching the terms of her house arrest, Thailand, as the 
current chair of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean), took the unusual step of denouncing 
the junta's trial of Mrs Suu Kyi and calling for her immediate release. 

The generals in Naypyidaw were furious and responded by attacking the Thai government in state-run 
newspapers, which said the announcement by Thailand interfered in the internal affairs of an Asean 
member country and disregarded the principle of non-interference in the Asean charter. 

The junta's newspapers wrote: "The Thai government is not a good friend and is interfering in Burma's 
internal affairs." 

Since then, the two governments have exchanged verbal volleys and the junta continues to publish 
articles critical of Thailand's stance. 

One of the consequences of Burma's offensive against the KNU is that many Karen villagers strike out for 
one of the Karen shelters on the border, where hundreds of thousands of Karen escapees now live. 

Thailand now faces a fresh flow of Karen asylum seekers. Last week, Thai commander Lt-Gen 
Thanongsak Aphirakyothin, whose unit operates along Thailand's western border, said that a total of 
1,741 Karen have entered Thailand from eastern Burma since the fighting started. 

The commander said: "Most of the refugees are women and children." 

David Takarpaw, vice chairman of the KNU, said: "The attack is continuous." And Sally Thompson, 
deputy executive director for the Thailand-Burma Border Consortium that assists refugees, said: "There is 
still shelling in the areas." 

They indicate that Thailand can expect more refugees in the coming weeks and months. Thailand, which 
has caused "political problems" for the regime, now has a problem of its own caused by Burma. 

Isn't this an act of bullying? 

However, an article published last Thursday in the junta's newspaper, New Light of Myanmar, sees it 
differently. 

"Thailand is self-conscious about the issues on internally displaced persons (IDP) and refugees which 
have rooted [sic] in the Thai-Myanmar border for ages," the newspaper said. "The root cause of issues on 
IDP and refugees in the Thai-Myanmar border is that they [Thailand] accept and let the problems keep on 
taking place. 

"The remnant KNU troops have showed no sign of making peace with the government though the military 
government has managed to make peace with other ethnic groups for national reconciliation," the article 
continued. "Apparently, that is due to the fact that the remnant KNU members are aided and abetted, and 
KNU stations under the name of refugee camps are accepted." 

The article accused Thailand of offering its soil to insurgent groups and anti-government political groups. 

The Burmese generals have faced mounting international, regional and internal problems since they took 
power in 1988 after crushing a nationwide pro-democracy movement. But after Mrs Suu Kyi's trial last 
month, the problems intensified even more. 

Whenever the generals face problems, they use their "bully" policy, among others. They are now bullying 
Mrs Suu Kyi, Thailand and the KNU. The more pressure the generals face in the future, the more you'll 
see their bully policy at work. 

Kyaw Zwa Moe is Managing Editor of The Irrawaddy Publishing Group. 

 -------------------- 



Asean's Burma Burden: Sanctions can help bring down  the junta.- By Eva Kusuma Sundari   
Wall Street Journal Asia – 17 June 2009 

According to the new charter of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, member states are required 
to act in accordance with certain principles: the rule of law, good governance, democracy, constitutional 
government, respect for fundamental freedoms, protection of human rights and the promotion of social 
justice. 

By anyone's measure, the military government of Burma, which has been a member of Asean since 1997, 
has failed in these responsibilities. The farcical trial of opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi is only the 
latest incident in a long history of violence, corruption, ineptitude and complete disregard for the lives and 
rights of Burma's citizens. 

Asean member states, especially Indonesia, must assume a leadership role in putting pressure on the 
Burma regime with strict and targeted sanctions. Asean members are in a prime position to cut the junta's 
financial lifeline. Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia and Vietnam are among the junta's top trading 
partners. Thailand alone purchases more than 44% of Burma's exports each year. Sanctions by Asean 
member states would deprive Burma's generals of a large portion of the more than $11 billion they earn 
from foreign trade annually. 

Ms. Suu Kyi and members of Burma's democracy movement have repeatedly called for international 
sanctions on the junta. If the people of Burma, who suffer daily under the junta, are asking us to do so to 
help them, why are we not listening? The United States and the European Union have extensive 
sanctions in place, but their effectiveness is limited because neither the U.S. nor the EU ranks among 
Burma's top trading partners. 

Some Asean members argue that sanctions would only hurt the Burmese people, who are already among 
the poorest in Southeast Asia. But that is not the case: Export revenues, particularly from natural gas, 
have created enormous budget surpluses over the last five years. But much of this goes toward the 
personal enrichment of the generals and their cronies, or toward ill-conceived large-scale projects. The 
construction in 2005 of a brand new administrative capital in Naypyidaw is but one example of the junta's 
incompetent and erratic use of state funds. 

While the generals relish life in their new capital, the rest of Burma's citizens languish in poverty. The 
junta spends just 1.4% of GDP on health and education. The public education system in the country has 
decayed so badly that many parents rely on free, local monastic schools for their children's education. 
Infectious diseases, including AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis are rampant. How much longer is Asean 
willing to be dictated to by Burma's human-rights violators? 

Strong leadership is necessary to bring about a change, especially because Asean insists on working 
with its "consensus and collectiveness" approach to resolving regional issues. Trade with Burma's regime 
is a clear sign of a lack of seriousness in wanting to resolve the country's human-rights problems and it 
contradicts commitments of enforcing principles found in the Asean Charter. 

Asean states will forever have to assume blame for Burma's crisis if they continue to contribute to the 
regime's political and economic strength. There is no time like the present for Asean to take action and 
spur the junta into starting the process of national reconciliation. 

Ms. Sundari is a member of the Indonesian parliamen t and a committee member of the Asean 
Inter-Parliamentary Myanmar Caucus, an independent organization of Asean parliamentarians.  

-------------------- 

Editorial: India's stance on Burma long overdue for  change  
The Nation – 17 June 2009 

New Delhi's shocking silence on developments in its neighbour, particularly the plight of Aung San Suu 
Kyi, could come back to haunt it  

It is amazing how India can be so blind towards developments in its western neighbour, Burma, and the 
ongoing political oppression there. The world's largest democracy is doing a big disservice with its 
silence. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh is a man of virtue when it comes to Burma. He sounds like an 
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accomplice with the Burmese military junta. It is beyond the regional and international community's 
understanding why India keeps defending Burma - even though the junta leaders are thugs.  

The conventional wisdom is that New Delhi is protecting its turf inside Burma, which has been won 
through drastic changes of its position 15 years ago. Lest we |forget, India used to be one of the biggest 
supporters of Burmese pro-democratic movements and students in exile. Then, the Indian leaders saw 
China's southward influence kept expanding and spreading. Instead of helping to accelerate positive 
changes inside Burma, they decided to play the trade-off game plan devised by Burma.  

Today, India believes that it has struck a deal with Burma along with an energy plan and the use of sea 
ports inside Burma. It is an open secret that India wants to counter China's growing economic clout in the 
Bay of Bengal. But it will be a wasteful exercise. Just look at how wrong Asean was when Burma was 
admitted into the group as a way to balance the Chinese influence. Look at what has transpired in the 
past decade. China's presence inside Burma, not to mention the rest of Southeast Asia, has increased 
rapidly and permeated the social fabric there. The best way is to manage the relations with China and 
play on Beijing's growing international responsibility. Joint statements from the UN Security Council and 
the ministerial conference of Asia-Europe Meeting in Hanoi last month on Burma and the plight of Aung 
San Suu Kyi showed the adroitness of Beijing's diplomacy and the international sentiment. 

It is sad that India remains the only country - among those who matter on Burma - which still keeps quiet. 
More than a 100 Indian politicians have called on their government to intervene and help to free the 
opposition party leader and bring democracy there. Indeed, their demands were a bit too far-fetched. 
What India can do best is to behave like China - respond to the outcries and international sentiment. 
Certainly, India behaves uniquely in global affairs. But on this particular issue, the newly established 
government must take heed of what is going on with the farcical trial and the plight of other political 
prisoners. Furthermore, international solidarity is needed if there are going to be changes in Burma.  

Burma has been able to get away scot-free playing one power against the other, using its rich energy and 
natural resources as baits. India, China as well as other countries are subjected to manipulation by 
Burma's energy diplomacy. Somehow all of them, except India, do come out and express their outrage 
over the latest developments. But it is a shame that India continues its silence.  

The time has come for India to change its soft approach to Burma. Indeed, several countries are 
reviewing their foreign policy towards Burma in view of the current situation. India will be a loser in the 
future if it continues to entertain the idea that silence is golden at this junction. New Delhi is wrong to think 
that it will be rewarded for its continued inaction. Like it or not, India's international image and reputation 
has been tarnished greatly.  

Apparently, India has not learned from its bitter history with Southeast Asia. Back in 1979, India was the 
only Asian odd ball that recognised the Vietnam-backed Heng-Samrin regime in Phnom Penh, much to 
the chagrin of Asean. Bilateral ties with the region were downgraded and took over a decade for India to 
catch up with Asean. When India became flexible and pragmatic, it produced great results. Look at 
Asean-India relations now, they have progressed tremendously.  

At the moment, the very least India can do is to break its silence and support Asean's position and the 
chair's statement on Suu Kyi and call for inclusive election next year that is free and fair. Failure to do so 
would be a huge sham.  

 -------------------- 

Mystery Surrounds North Korean Tunnel-building in B urma – Interview with Bertil Lintner  
Irrawaddy – 16 June 2009  

North Korea has been helping Burma build an extensive network of tunnels in its new capital, Naypyidaw, 
and in Shan State, as an underground shelter for the government and “for other unknown purposes,” 
according to the Burma expert and author Bertil Lintner. 

Lintner obtained photographs believed to show North Korean experts employed on the secret project, and 
they illustrate an article he wrote for the US Web site YaleGlobal online.  

In an interview with The Irrawaddy, Lintner discusses developments pointing to a closer relationship 
between North Korea and Burma:  

http://www.nationmultimedia.com/search/adsearch.php?keyword=+Asean+
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Question:  We have seen your recent article in Yale Global online magazine on North Korea’s 
involvement in tunnel construction. What do you know about tunnels being built around Naypyidaw and in 
Shan State? Do you think the Burmese junta is worried about foreign invasion or are the generals just 
paranoid? 

Answer:  There has been a lot of digging and tunneling since the SPDC decided to move the capital to 
Naypyidaw. This is hardly surprising as most governments prefer to have certain more sensitive activities 
out of sight of preying eyes. Even the government of the United States does that.  

Some of the tunneling is also fairly innocent and connected with the construction of new hydroelectric 
power projects in the area. But then there are underground meeting halls as well as underground storage 
facilities.  

This may well reflect the regime's paranoia. They are afraid of US air strikes similar to those against 
Saddam Hussein in Iraq and the Taliban in Afghanistan. This fear may be totally unjustified, but it's there.  

And then, of course, there is always the possibility of a new uprising against the regime. The regime has 
not forgotten that, in 1988, several government buildings were taken over by anti-government 
demonstrators. It is quite clear that the military feels much more secure in their new capital, both above 
and under ground. 

Q: Analysts believe that a closer relationship between the regimes of North Korea and Burma is cause for 
concern. What do you think would be the consequences of a further warming of their relationship? 

A:  The alleged North Korean involvement in designing and/or building the underground installations in 
and near Naypyidaw is important. The North Koreans are excellent tunnel-builders, having moved most of 
their defense installations in their own country underground and dug tunnels under the Demilitarized Zone 
that separates North from South Korea.  

Unlike the SPDC's other business partners, who want to be paid in cash, the North Koreans usually 
accept barter trade agreements. That suits the SPDC as well.  

And both North Korea and Burma are ruled by regimes that have been condemned internationally for 
human rights abuses and other forms of repression. It is quite natural that the Burmese and North Korean 
governments "have found" each other. And with the memories of the 1983 Rangoon bombing fading 
rapidly, it is plausible to assume that we will see more and closer cooperation between Burma and North 
Korea.  

But the rest of the region is definitely not pleased with this development, and it remains to be seen what 
action the Association of Southeast Asian Nations will take, if any, to pull Burma away from North Korea. 

Q: Burma has bought a nuclear reactor from Russia but nothing has since been heard about the project. 
While the regime says the project has a peaceful purpose, it is interesting to note that Burma’s fledgling 
nuclear program, with Russian assistance, and its mysterious connections to North Korea arouse only 
suspicion and concern in the region. According to Burmese exiles in Thailand, the Russians and North 
Koreans are assisting the Burmese in developing nuclear capability. How do you view these suspicions 
and concerns? 

A:  I think many outsiders are very concerned about all sorts of cooperation between the North Koreans 
and the Burmese authorities, but if that also included cooperation in the nuclear field, I think many 
countries in the region and beyond would be alarmed. There are numerous reports of such cooperation, 
and lots of rumors. But we have to wait for some firmer confirmation before we can draw any conclusions. 

Q: In the past three years, North Korean ships have made mysterious visits to ports in Burma. We have 
established that North Korea has been providing conventional weaponry, including missiles, to the 
Naypyidaw regime. Since diplomatic relations were restored between North Korea and Burma in 2007 we 
have seen a flurry of official and unofficial visits by Burmese officials to the North Korean capital. How do 
you assess these visits and mysterious port calls? 

A:  We don't know what kind of cargo those ships were carrying, but, judging from eyewitness reports, it 
seems to have been very heavy. And the official explanation that the ships had to seek shelter from bad 
weather in the Bay of Bengal is not credible. I checked all relevant weather reports during, before and 



after the North Korean ships arrived in Burma, and the weather was fine. The fact that the authorities feel 
compelled to lie about this indicated that they've got something to hide. The ships could have carried 
heavy weaponry, some kind of machinery or something else. We just don't know. 

-------------------- 

News - ASSK 

‘We can’t leave out Depayin:’ Suu Kyi's Lawyer   
Irrawaddy – 15 June 2009  

Aung San Suu Kyi’s lead lawyer, Kyi Wynn, remains optimistic that Burma’s High Court will next week 
grant his appeal to reinstate two key defense witnesses in the bizarre trial being held in the notorious 
Insein Prison special court in Rangoon.  

The District Court trying Suu Kyi  had allowed only one of four defense witnesses to take the stand.  

Speaking to The Irrawaddy, Kyi Wynn said that he had wanted Win Tin and Tin Oo to be called as 
defense witnesses, but they were rejected by the lower court.  

The high court is expected to rule on the appeal on Wednesday, allowing for the trial to resume. 

Win Tin is a senior party member of Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy party. Tin Oo is a former 
commander-in-chief of the armed forces and is currently under house arrest.  

Suu Kyi has called the charges against her “politically motivated.”  

Kyi Wynn said that defense lawyers could not leave out the notorious Depayin Massacre in which Suu 
Kyi’s motorcade and supporters were ambushed in May 2003. Since that date, Suu Kyi has been 
detained.   

She was charged under Section 7 of the State Protection Law  which says, “The [military] Cabinet is 
authorized to pass an order, as may be necessary, restricting any fundamental rights of any person 
suspected of having committed or believed to be about to commit, any act which endangers the 
sovereignty and security of the state or public peace and tranquility.” Her attorneys plan to challenge the 
legality of that charge against her.  

After Depayin, Suu Kyi asked for lawyers to represent her, but the request was denied.  

Shortly after the attack, Suu Kyi opened the case at the local police station in central Burma where the 
attack took place. But no action was taken against thugs backed by the regime. Instead Suu Kyi was 
placed under house arrest.  

Lawyers now indicate that Suu Kyi’s detention in May 2003 could be considered illegal, and they sought 
to call Tin Oo, who accompanied Suu Kyi during her trip in May 2003, as a defense witness.  

Suu Kyi had visited several towns where she encountered large crowds, but they were peaceful and 
welcomed her entourage in orderly fashion, said her lawyer.  

Tin Oo, who witnessed the attack, wanted to testify in court, said a dissident political source in Rangoon.  

The former defense minister in the 1970s is a staunch supporter of political change in Burma and 
currently vice chairman of the election-winning NLD party. A political source said that he has closely 
followed the trial on the radio.  

Lawyers said that his testimony would last one day. “He would talk turkey [at the court],” said Kyi Wynn. 

“I don’t think she [Suu Kyi] was trying to endanger the sovereignty and security of the state or public 
peace and tranquility,” Kyi Wynn said, referring to the motorcade.  

It is widely believed that the regime’s leader, Snr-Gen Than Shwe, and hard-line ministers were behind 
the deadly ambush attack on the motorcade.  

There was no independent investigation set up after the ambush, which led to the death of numbers of 
Suu Kyi’s supporters.  
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Kyi Wynn said that Suu Kyi and her lawyers had no intention to prolong the trial. He said that the court 
proceedings should end in July.  

While Suu Kyi has said that the case against her is politically motivated, she has also repeatedly said that 
there is no rule of law in Burma. Analysts contend that her lawyers want to demonstrate the country’s lack 
of rule of law.   

Suu Kyi was charged with violating the terms of her house arrest after an uninvited American man swam 
secretly to her closely guarded lakeside home last month and stayed two days. 

If convicted, she faces up to five years in prison. 

It is widely expected that Suu Kyi will be found guilty because courts in Burma are known for handing out 
harsh sentences to political dissidents.  

Suu Kyi, 63, has been detained under house arrest for more than 13 of the last 19 years. She was 
transferred to Insein Prison on May 14. Her lawyers also argue that since the regime lifted the restriction 
of her house arrest in May, she is now a free person and there is no reason to detain her. Her current 
detention in Insein Prison should be considered illegal, said her lawyers. 

-------------------- 

Political prisoners put in solitary confinement   
DVB - 15 June 2009 

Five political prisoners in Burma’s Insein prison have been put in solitary confinement after prison 
authorities suspected them of planning to demonstrate against the trial of Aung San Suu Kyi. 

Three of the detainees are reportedly in bad health. Nine Nine, a 1990 elected people’s parliamentary 
representative who is serving 21 years, has been suffering from stomach problems for nearly 15 years, 
according to his wife.  

“I was informed my husband and four other inmates were kept in solitary confinement after someone 
tipped the prison officials about them planning a protest in the prison,” said Tin Tin Hla. 

“Apparently that information was wrong.” She added that prison authorities had banned her from visiting 
Nine Nine, thereby denying him the medicine she brought for his illness. 

The four other detainees were identified as National League for Democracy (NLD) lawyer Soe Han, NLD 
member Aung Naing, All-Burmese Federation of Student Unions member Lwin Ko Latt and monk U 
Santimar. 

Meanwhile, the leader of the All-Burma Monks Alliance (ABMA), U Gambira, has been transferred from 
Hkamti prison to Kale prison in Sagaing division, reportedly to receive medical care following an illness. 

“In Hkamti Prison, he was having severe headaches at night so, he was moaning and screaming,” said a 
relative of U Gambira, Ma Khin Mu Htay. 

“Because of that, they stuffed clothes into his mouth. I also heard that his legs were shackled and kept 
apart by a wooden bar and his hands were handcuffed behind his back.” 

She added that when his mother visited him in Hkamti, he was so weak he struggled to speak. 

The ABMA leader was active during the September 2007 protests, following which he was jailed for 69 
years. He had been previously been transferred from Rangoon’s Insein Prison to Mandalay, then to 
Hkamti. 

U Gambira's kin have also been jailed and transferred to Sittwe, Kyaukpyu, Mergui, Moulmein, Taunggyi, 
and Loikaw Prisons, far from their families. 

Reporting by Nan Kham Kaew  

-------------------- 

Four prison officials sacked for leaking informatio n  
Narinjara News - 15 June 2009 
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Buthidaung: Four prison officials of Buthidaung prison including a prison warden and the jailer were 
relieved of their responsibilities following the leaking out of information and documents from inside the 
prison, said a close associate of prison authorities. 

“U Tin Tun, warden of the prison, U Win Maung, jailer and prison doctor Htay Win and another official 
were dismissed from their jobs by the higher authorities on 30 May 2009,” he said.  

A lot of information and photographs were leaked out from the Buthidaung prison, 80 miles north of 
Sittwe, recently. Higher authorities punished them by dismissing them from their posts.  

“In the last few months, some photographs and information regarding the situation inside the prison were 
published by the media in exile. The authorities were angry when they saw them. Later they fired four 
officials from the prison,” he said.  

In Buthidaung prison, notorious in western Burma, there are 25 political prisoners, including 88 generation 
student leader Ko Htay Kywe, a prominent monk U Ei Thariya, Ko Moe Nay Soe, Ko Maung Maung Chit, 
Ko Chit Ko Ko, Ko Than Htay and Ma Ni Ni May Myint.  

“I heard some photographs and information were leaked outside through political prisoners after prison 
officials were bribed. Some foreign based Burmese radio services aired the situation inside the prison. 
After this some political prisoners were sent to solitary confinement for leaking of information outside,” he 
said.  

The prison authorities then imposed many restrictions on the prison and most visitors have been 
prohibited to visit their relatives in prison since the incident.  

A monk from Buthidaung said, “I went to the prison last week to give some parcels to my friend and monk 
in the prison but the prison authorities refused to give my parcels to my friend. They told me that monks 
did not have the right to give such parcels to prisoners.”  

A relative of a political prisoner in Sittwe also faced a similar problem when he went to the prison to see 
the prisoner.  

"I went to prison to see my friend and took some money and goods but the prison authorities refused to 
let me see him. I had to hand over the money and goods to a prison official for passing it on to my friend."  

Buthidaung prison is located in a remote area of Burma and the ICRC and other human right 
organizations have no chance of visiting the prison to find out the state of political prisoners.  

Many political prisoners are now facing myriad problems in the prison and most political prisoners are 
suffering from lack of medical treatment and adequate food. 

 -------------------- 

News - Other 

Junta seeks regional support: Win Tin   
Mizzima - 15 June 2009 

by Mungpi     

New Delhi - Veteran journalist Win Tin said on Monday Burma’s military rulers are going the whole hog to 
garner diplomatic support from regional countries in the face of growing international condemnation over 
the trial of Opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi. 

Win Tin, who is also a central executive committee member of the Aung San Suu Kyi led National League 
for Democracy said, the visit of Sri Lankan President Mr. Mahinda Rajapaksa and Singapore’s Senior 
Minister Goh Chok Tong are all part of the junta’s effort to cosy up to regional countries. 

“Clearly, the junta is in a tight spot as the international community has reacted more sharply than it had 
anticipated. And since it might be difficult for the regime to try and influence the West, they at least want 
the support of regional countries,” Win Tin added. 

http://www.mizzima.com/news/inside-burma/2301-junta-seeks-regional-support-win-tin.html


On Sunday, the junta’s mouthpiece newspaper reported the visit of Sri Lankan President Rajapaksa to 
Burma. Rajapaksa was received in Naypyitaw by the Burmese Army Chief Snr. Gen Than Shwe -- a rare 
gesture by the junta supremo. 

Similarly, Singapore’s former Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong on a four-day visit to Burma last week had 
meetings with Than Shwe and other junta brass. 

Win Tin said, such visits are indications that the junta is seeking support from regional countries. He said 
the junta had not anticipated that there would be such a loud outcry from the international community by 
putting on trial Opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi. 

“It [junta] seems to have miscalculated on the strong support for Aung San Suu Kyi by the international 
community,” Win Tin said. 

The junta wants to gauge China’s reaction over the mounting pressure and is likely to go ahead and 
sentence the Burmese Nobel Peace Laureate, if China gives the green signal, he said. 

According to Win Tin, the junta is determined to sentence Aung San Suu Kyi to a prison term and put her 
away before their proposed 2010 general elections. But it had not anticipated such an outburst from the 
international community. 

Sources said Thura Shwe Mann, the third leader in the Burmese military hierarchy, last week visited 
China without making any official announcement. On Monday, the Chinese News Agency Xinhua 
reported that Vice-Senior General Maung Aye, number two in the military hierarchy, is visiting China. 

Observers believe these visits are aimed at explaining and trying to convince China about the junta’s 
stand regarding the trial of Aung San Suu Kyi and the regime’s plans ahead. 

Win Tin said, “Whatever the circumstances, the junta is likely go ahead with its plan if China approves.” 

 -------------------- 

Thai PM denies propping up Burma regime  
DVB - 16 June 2009 

Thailand’s prime minister has denied that Thai trade and investment in Burma is responsible for 
continuing military rule in the country, arguing instead that Thai policy has “opened channels” into Burma.  

Thailand has in recent weeks become increasingly vocal in its condemnation of the trial of Burma’s Aung 
San Suu Kyi but has repeatedly refused to join the United States and European Union in using sanctions 
to influence change in the country.  

In an interview with the Far Eastern Economic Review today, Prime Minister Abhisit Vejajjiva denied that 
Thailand’s continued economic investment in Burma propped up the military government. 

Instead, he said, Thailand’s access to the regime, as demonstrated during last year’s cyclone Nargis, has 
allowed the international community to “do a lot of work with the [Burmese] people”. 

Asked whether business engagements were keeping the regime afloat, Abhisit replied that “that wouldn’t 
be the right conclusion to draw”. 

“There’s so many other businesses around and other governments also have contacts with [Burma], I 
don’t think it would be the decisive factor,” he said.  

The vast majority of Thailand’s energy supplies come from its neighbour. Many observers cite Burma’s 
vast natural gas reserves, and the subsequent trade with China, India and Thailand amongst others, as 
the key preventative of economic collapse in Burma in the face of sanctions. 

“We have to make sure that we ensure our people have enough energy and security,” said Abhisit. 

“So I don’t think it’s particularly surprising or special and it wouldn’t in any way detract us from the goal 
that we would like to see [Burma] succeeding in her political transition.” 

Both the US and EU hold far-reaching sanctions against the Burmese regime, although the EU package 
does not account for a ban on investment in oil and gas. 
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The US has, in recent months, voiced concern that sanctions have failed to influence the regime, given 
the continued trade with its Asian neighbours. 

Dr Thitinan Pongsudhirak, Professor of Political Science at Bangkok’s Chulalongkorn University, echoed 
Abhisit’s argument that it wasn’t just Thailand investing in Burma, but stressed that Thailand, as chair of 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), has more responsibility on the Burma issue. 

Furthermore, questions surrounded Abhisit’s legitimacy in office, following his 2006 coup, were 
generating higher expectations of his credentials in espousing democracy and transparency.  

“I think the answer was an attempt to deflect criticism, but at the same time I think he has to face up to it,” 
said Pongsudhirak. 

“His government has fallen short [in its Burma policy], like prior Thai governments and the international 
community.” 

But with Thailand’s reliance on Burma’s energy, the issue was about finding “the right balance and the 
right mix here,” said Pongsudhirak. 

Reporting by Francis Wade  

-------------------- 

Maung Aye Starts China Visit   
Irrawaddy – 15 June 2009  

By Wai Moe 

The Burmese junta’s No 2 ranking general made his third trip to China on Monday while Naypyidaw faces 
sustained international pressure over the trial of pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi.  

But what is China’s real position on Burma?  

Vice Snr-Gen Maung Aye left for Beijing from the airport in the remote capital of Naypyidaw for a six-day 
official visit to neighboring China, according to the Chinese media.  

“Aimed at promoting neighborly, friendly and cooperative ties with China, Maung Aye who is vice-
chairman of the Myanmar State Peace and Development Council (SPDC), is paying his third visit to China 
in six years,” China’s state-run Xinhua reported on Monday.  

Maung Aye visits China at the invitation of Chinese Vice-President Xi Jinping.  

As Napyidaw’s closest ally in military, economic and diplomatic ties, Burmese ruling generals often go to 
China to import more military equipments, for trade as well as to talk about the Burmese political situation.  

Burma observers say Chinese officials will discuss their concerns on Burma’s ongoing political situation. 
The currently hot issue, Aung San Suu Kyi’s detention and trial is expected to be included.  

On Suu Kyi’s trial, Beijing has repeated its position that the issue is an internal affair.   

“Burma's issue [here] should be decided by the Burmese people,” said a Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesman at a regular news briefing in May.  

However, the spokesman added that China hopes “the relevant parties in Burma could realize 
reconciliation, stability and development through dialogue.” 

For years, stability in Burma was the center of Beijing’s Burma policy. But after the mass demonstrations, 
led by monks, in September 2007, Burma’s stability under military rule has been an issue for policy 
makers in Beijing.  

Although China did not condemned Burma over the junta’s crackdown on the mass protests, it spoke of 
its concern.   

“We hope all parties can exercise restraint and properly handle the situation there to ensure the situation 
does not escalate,” said a foreign ministry spokeswoman in late September 2007.  
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After crackdowns on the September demonstrators, the junta’s head, Snr-Gen Than Shwe, sent foreign 
minister Nyan Win to Beijing as his special envoy to brief the Chinese on the situation.  

Though China voted the United Nations Security Council (UNSC)’s binding resolution against the 
Burmese regime in 2007, it agreed to a non-binding presidential statement of the UNSC that deplored the 
crackdown and called for dialogue for the national conciliation in Burma.  

Recently, the Chinese government’s policy on Burma stresses not only stability but also national 
conciliation and development in the country.  

“The stability and development of Myanmar is not only in the interest of the region, [but it is] also the 
interest of the whole international community,” said Yan Jiarong, a Chinese representative at the UN 
Human Rights Council in Geneva in March.  

Recent international strategy for efforts to bring change to Burma centers on the influence countries such 
as China, India and Southeast Asian countries can exert. 

Indonesian Foreign Ministry spokesman Teuku Faizasyah said on Friday in Jakarta that China and India 
should push the junta for reforms. 

“Those countries play a key role to find a settlement in Myanmar's issue... and we very much would like to 
see them urge Myanmar to embrace the value of human rights,” he said. 

 -------------------- 

China to build Myanmar oil, gas lines from Sept –me dia 
Reuters - 16 June 2009  

BEIJING - China will start building oil and gas pipelines through Myanmar in September that would 
enable it shorten the journey time for crude oil imports from the Middle East and Africa, the China 
Securities Journal reported on Tuesday. 

"The section of the pipelines in Myanmar will be built under the name of CNPC but whether CNPC or 
PetroChina undertakes the construction of the domestic section has not been decided," the newspaper 
said, citing an unnamed CNPC official. 

CNPC, China's largest oil and gas producer, operates most of its domestic businesses via listed 
PetroChina (601857.SS: Quote, Profile, Research, Stock Buzz) (0857.HK: Quote, Profile, Research, 
Stock Buzz)(PTR.N: Quote, Profile, Research, Stock Buzz). 

The oil and gas pipelines would help China cut out oil cargoes' long detour through the congested 
Malacca Strait as well as strengthen its access to rich energy reserves in Myanmar itself. 

The gas line, with transportation capacity of 12 billion cubic metres a year, is projected to ship in natural 
gas to Kunming, capital of southwestern China's Yunnan province, which borders Myanmar, in 2012, the 
report said. 

The pipe, with total length of 2,806 kilometres, will extend to Guizhou province and end in Nanning, 
capital of the Guangxi region. 

The 400,000 barrels-per-day (bpd) crude oil pipe would run about 1,100 kilometres from a deep-sea port 
in Kyaukphyu Township in Myanmar's Rakhine State to China's Kunming before extending to Guizhou 
and Chongqing municipality. 

(Reporting by Jim Bai and Chen Aizhu; Editing by Jonathan Hopfner)  

-------------------- 

Taiwan, Burma sign trade pact   
Mizzima - 15 June 2009 

by Solomon     
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New Delhi – The Taiwan External Trade Development Council (TAITRA) has signed a trade agreement 
with the Union of Myanmar Federation of Chambers of Commerce (UMFCCI) as part of its effort to forge 
closer economic ties with Southeast Asian countries. 

An official in the TAITRA office in Bangkok told Mizzima on Monday that the TAITRA on June 8 signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on bilateral trade with the UMFCCI as part of Taiwan’s efforts to 
forge closer economic ties with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), a booming 
economic bloc. 

The MoU, according to the official, was signed during a TAITRA’s trade delegation’s visit to Burma and 
Cambodia. 

The official, who wished not to be named, said Burma being a member of the ASEAN, which is a booming 
economic bloc, is of interest to Taiwan. 

While the trade pact is the first official agreement, the official said, trade relations between the two 
countries, however, go a long way back. 

“Bilateral trade relationship with Myanmar [Burma] has been existence over a long time,” said the official, 
adding that there are at least 200 Taiwanese-owned enterprises operating currently in Burma. 

The Burmese Opposition in exile, however, said Taiwan should consider the political impact of having a 
trade relationship with military-ruled Burma before signing any trade pacts. 

Nyo Ohn Myint, in-charge of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the National League for Democracy-
Liberated Area (NLD-LA) in exile said it is not for Taiwan to seek only economic benefits, instead of 
supporting the movement for the restoration of democracy in Burma. 

“They [Taiwan] should not do it. Their investment only benefits the military government, their family 
members and their cronies but not the people,” said Nyo Ohn Myint. 

He said Taiwan’s ruling Chinese Nationalist Party-Kuomintang (KMT) is emphasizing on economic 
development and is building political relationship with the other country based on it. 

He said, even before this MoU, there has been ongoing trade between the two countries because Taiwan 
wants to build a good relationship with China so it is also building a good relationship with China’s ally - 
Burma. 

“There are a lot of Taiwanese living in Burma and I think they lead this trade agreement,” said Nyo Ohn 
Myint, adding that they should be more careful of the impact of the trade relations rather than focusing on 
economic gains. 

Burma, in support to the one-China policy, has had no diplomatic relationship with Taiwan. 

-------------------- 

Burma-Sri Lanka Connection: Religion and Terrorism   
Irrawaddy – 15 June 2009  

By Arkar Moe 

Sri Lankan President Mahindra Rajapakse paid an official visit to Burma on Sunday to cement ties 
between the two countries. 

Burma was the first country to be visited by President Mahindra Rajapakse after his government defeated 
the Tamil Tigers guerrilla forces in May.  

Inside sources in Burma said that Burmese military leaders who recently launched a military offensive 
against Karen rebels in eastern Burma were impressed by Mahindra Rajapakse’s military strategy used 
against the Tamil tigers.  

Deputy Minister for Defense Maj-Gen Aye Myint said at the 8th Shangri-La Dialogue Meeting in 
Singapore in May: “The world has recently witnessed the successful end of a long-standing insurgency in 
Sri Lanka. But, people have forgotten about insurgency in Myanmar [Burma]. Why? Because there is no 
more major fighting erupted in Myanmar in recent days. But it does not mean Myanmar has completely 
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brought to an end of its internal insurgency. We have realized that hard power alone is not fully effective 
in winning the counter-insurgency campaigns. Therefore, we are painstakingly, patiently and time-
consumingly [sic] solving the problems of insurgency.”  

The Burmese regime donated US $50,000 to the Sri Lanka government to assist internally displaced 
persons in the Northern area of Sri Lanka. 

Snr-Gen Than Shwe warmly welcomed President Mahinda Rajapaksa and expressed appreciation for his 
visit to Burma as Prime Minister of Sri Lanka in 2004 to participate at the World Buddhist Conference in 
Rangoon. 

The visit also commemorated the 60th anniversary of diplomatic relations established between the two 
countries. 

The state-run newspapers in Burma stressed the Theravada Buddhism that the two countries share.  

But aside from religion, the two governments agreed to enhance their military cooperation.  

Minister of Foreign Affairs Rohitha Bogollagama who accompanied the president said that the decision of 
President Rajapaksa to choose Burma as the country for his first overseas tour after successfully 
defeating terrorism is of significant event for both nations. 

Minister Bogollagama noted that Snr-Gen Than Shwe had commended that the “bold steps” taken by the 
government to fight terrorists organizations. The regime in Burma often labels ethnic rebel groups in 
Burma as terrorists.  

According to the official government news portal of Sri Lanka, President Rajapaksa also agreed to offer 
placements for two officials of the Burmese armed forces to be trained at the Kothalawala Defense 
Academy as a follow-up to a MoU signed on Intelligence Exchange Cooperation in 2007 to strengthen 
cooperation in combating terrorism and intelligence sharing. 

Dr Tint Swe, a self-appointed minister for information of the exiled Burmese government, the National 
Coalition Government of the Union of Burma, told The Irrawaddy that the regime in Burma is deceitful to 
use the religion card in light of its brutal crackdown on monks in September 2007. 

Ashin Issariya, a leader of the All Burma Monks Alliance (ABMA) in exile, said: “Sri Lanka is a Buddhist 
country and exercised Theravada principles. The government (in Sri Lanka) allowed Burmese monks to 
demonstrate in the country in 2007 (to protest against brutal crackdown in Burma). But they did not 
condemn the Burmese military junta.” 

Minister Bogollagama said that Burma and Sri Lanka maintained a close and cordial relationship as both 
nations are influenced by Theravada Buddhism. 

“Both countries are linked through political, religious and cultural heritages that have an extended history 
of over 20 centuries,” he said.  

Minister Bogollagama said that President Rajapaksa expressed a willingness to offer scholarships to 
Buddhist monks from Burma to pursue higher studies in Sri Lankan Universities.  

But to political analysts in Burma, see  the visit by the Sri Lanka president as not about religion, but rather 
that the generals are increasingly finding it difficult to contain insurgent groups in the country’s northern 
frontier and are willing to learn some fresh lesson from President Mahindra Rajapakse on how to defeat 
the enemy. 

-------------------- 

KNU Rejects Regime Version of Fighting   
Irrawaddy – 15 June 2009  

By Saw Yan Naing   

The Karen National Union (KNU) has rejected a Burmese government statement saying the thousands of 
Karen refugees fleeing fighting in eastern Burma are not civilians, but members of the KNU’s armed wing, 
the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA), and their families. 
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The KNU also challenged claims by the Burmese Foreign Ministry that no Burmese army troops were 
involved in the fighting, which the regime maintained is solely between the KNLA and the Democratic 
Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA).  

The regime claims came in a Foreign Ministry statement, issued on Saturday in response to one from the 
European Union presidency, expressing concern about the exodus to Thailand of up to 6,000 Karen 
refugees since early June. The Foreign Ministry charged that the EU was reacting to inaccurate 
information from insurgent groups and biased media reports.  

Burmese Foreign Minister Nyan Win described the EU statement as politically motivated. David Takapaw, 
vice chairman of the KNU, dismissed the Ministry of Foreign Affairs response as regime propaganda. 

Karen villagers have been fleeing fighting in areas of southern Karen State controlled by the KNLA 
Brigade 7.  

A base manned by KNLA Battalion 21 was seized and burnt down by the joint force on Sunday, 14 June, 
according to Karen sources. The DKBA have also taken the camps of KNLA Battalions 22 and 101, the 
sources said. 

Camp 22 fell on the morning of Monday, 15 June, said Don Ka Ohn, a relief worker with the Free Burma 
Rangers (FBR). The DKBA soldiers are now deployed around the area, he said.   

In its statement on the fighting and the flood of refugees, the Burmese Ministry of Foreign Affairs said: “It 
is obvious that those who fled across the border are none other than members of the KNLA and their 
families. Thus, there is no cross-border fleeing of civilians as alleged by the EU’s declaration.” 

David Takapaw responded: “The Burmese regime is cheating and spreading its propaganda because the 
fleeing refugees are real Karen civilians who are mostly farmers.”  

His assessment was endorsed by Sally Thompson, deputy director of the Thailand Burma Border 
Consortium, who said refugees from the fighting who were arriving in Thailand were villagers, mostly 
women and children. They were fleeing not only the fighting but also the danger of being recruited as 
soldiers or army porters.     

Don Ka Ohn of the FBR also stated that two pregnant Karen women named Naw Wah Rah and Daw Tay 
were reportedly raped and killed by Burmese soldiers from Light Infantry Battalion 205 led by Than Htet 
and Kyi Myo Thant.  

The two Karen women, who lived in Kwee Law Ploe village in Hlinebwe Township in Pa-an district, were 
killed by the Burmese soldiers on June 12, while their husbands were hiding in the jungle to avoid serving 
as army porters, according to the report.     

The Foreign Ministry statement’s denial that any Burmese army troops were involved in the fighting said: 
“The fighting took place between the two armed groups DKBA and KNU/ KNLA. Members of the 
government armed forces had no role whatsoever in the recent scuffles.” 

David Takapaw accused the regime of engaging in “psychological warfare to make our Karen people 
misunderstand each other.” 

Takapaw said the Burmese army was directing frontline attacks while giving mortar cover. In this way, the 
regime could say the fighting was between two armed Karen groups, he said. 

Five battalions of the Burmese army’s Light Infantry Division 22—numbering about 500 troops—were 
involved in the ongoing fighting in KNLA Brigade 7 areas, according to Takapaw.   

The Burmese government says it has reached ceasefire agreement with 17 ethnic armed groups since 
1989, with the exception only of the KNU.  

Karen people around the world have, meanwhile, collectively called on the UN Security Council to pass a 
binding resolution calling for an immediate end to military attacks, and imposing a global arms embargo 
on the Burmese government on the grounds that it is a threat to regional and international peace and 
security. 

-------------------- 



Thai Army Chief denies presence of KNU soldiers amo ng refugees   
Mizzima - 15 June 2009 

by Usa Pichai     

Chiang Mai - Thailand’s Army Chief has insisted that no armed group has entered Thai territory, after the 
recent clashes between the armed wing of the Karen National Union and the Burmese Army. 

Thailand’s Army Chief, Gen Anupong Phaochinda, said that Karen villagers from Burma, had escaped to 
Thailand, but there were no reports that KNU soldiers had also fled to Pobphra district of Thailand.   

“We raised surveillance to prevent infiltration by armed groups and also to prevent cross-border exchange 
of fire. Recently, the villagers were worried about their safety because some bullets went astray on the 
Thai side. When the local Thai villagers feel confident about their safety, they will return home,” he is 
believed to have said, according to a report in Thai newspaper, Matichon, on Monday.  

Lieutenant General Thanongsak Apirakyothin, Thailand’s Third Army Chief, has said regarding the 
current conflict near the Thailand and Burma border, that he believed the battle would be over soon and 
in that case the Burmese Army and the rebels should remove their troops. 

Thanongsak said that Thai villagers, who were affected due to the fighting were relocated to safer areas, 
which was provided by local authorities and security officials. “The number of refugees is estimated at 
2,800 but not more than 3,000 people have been sent to shelters on the Thai side. Mainly they are 
women and children and none of them are suspected soldiers or porters from the armed group,” he 
added.   

Thai health officials from Thasongyang districts of Tak province have set up a medical center, to provide 
health check ups for about 3,000 Karen villagers, who escaped from conflict-torn Burma, and who 
currently are in Mae Song and Mae U-Su villages, since June 2. About 50 refugees suffered from 
diaorrhea, malaria and respiratory diseases. The officials have asked for more medicine from the 
provincial health office, because it is unlikely that the refugees can return home in the near future due to 
the ongoing battle. 

The European Union last week expressed “serious concern” over the mounting military offensive by the 
Burmese Army and its allies against the Karen National Liberation Army, which has resulted in large 
numbers of civilians in eastern Burma fleeing to neighbouring Thailand. 

However, the Burmese military junta "categorically rejected" the European Union’s concerns over a 
growing offensive against the Karen armed group, state media said on Sunday. 

The New Light of Myanmar newspaper quoted the Burmese military regime's Foreign Ministry’s statement 
that said Myanmar was "disappointed with the politically motivated declaration of the EU presidency, 
which was released without a thorough study of Myanmar's insurgency problem". 

"Therefore, the Ministry categorically rejects the factually incorrect declaration made by the EU 
presidency, relying on inaccurate information originated from the insurgent groups and biased media 
reports," it said. 

-------------------- 

Most ceasefire armies say “No” to junta’s border forc e proposal  
SHAN - 15 June 2009  

Hseng Khio Fah  

8 out of the 17 official ceasefire armies across Burma have reported to have practically replied No on the 
junta’s proposal that all ceasefire groups must transform themselves into border guard forces, according 
to sources from exile news agencies.   

Until 2005, there were 17 armed groups that had concluded ceasefire agreements with Rangoon: Nine in 
Shan State, two in Kachin State, four in Kayah (Karenni) State, one in Mon State and another one in 
Karen State. But four of them: Palaung State Liberation Army (PSLA) and Shan State National Army 
(SSNA) and Shan State Nationalities People Liberation Organization (SNPLO), while the ceasefire with 
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Karenni National Progressive Party (KNPP) was terminated after 3 months, when the Burma Army 
pushed into the KNPP’s territory.   

Out of the remaining13 groups, 5 are likely to say “Yes” to the junta’s demand to transform themselves 
into 326 strong units, commanded by their own officers but supervised by 30 junta officers, when other 8 
groups have officially said No or effectively No.  

According to a Pa-O youth, Khun Hao Myat, that the Pa-O National Organization (PNO) is most likely to 
answer “Yes” due to the following reasons:  

•    Being isolated and surrounded by Burma Army units 
•    Having made huge investment in businesses 
•    Having close relationship with the ruling State Peace and Development Council (SPDC) 

Similar to the PNO, the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA) is highly likely to say “Yes”, said Nan 
Paw Gay, Editor of Karen Information Committee (KIC): 

•    Having supported the “Nargis constitution” last year 
•    Active cooperation with the Burma Army against the Karen National Union (KNU) 

Another two groups Kayan National Guard (KNG) and Karenni Nationalities People Liberation Front 
(KNPLF) are also reported to have accepted, according to Kantarrawaddy Time (KT).  

As for the Kayan New Land Party (KNLP), it was reported to have told the junta authorities, “We would 
like to remain a ceasefire group.” 

Even so, groups leaning toward the SPDC would have to consider losing several members to the 
opposition groups, according to sources.  

 -------------------- 

Security beefed up in Moulmein after bomb blast   
Independent Mon News Agency - 15 June 2009 

Report by SarYin     

In many congested areas in Moulmein, such as teashops, government offices and markets, there has 
been a marked increase in security. 

“Now they [police and soldiers] are guarding everything. I have never seen this kind of security before,” 
said a Moulmein resident. 

“Today, I went to buy a book in the Kyaw Kyaw Sar Pay 2 bookshop and I saw a policeman with a gun. 
The upper and lower markets also had [new] security,” added a shopper in Moulmein. 

“People said this was because of a bomb explosion. After the blast they stepped up security,” said a 
Ngan-Tay quarter man. 

On May 27 there was an explosion in Moulmein in the Mying Tharyar quarter. There were no injuries 
reported and no group has yet claimed responsibility for the explosion. 

New groups of policemen have also been posted in the crowded areas where the Four Stair market, Say 
Kyo and the Than Lwin Bridge intersect on the Moulmein side, residents told IMNA. 

A man from Say-Kyo quarter said, there are increased patrols in trucks in the city by soldiers and police 
officers. He also spoke of more guards at the Phar Out Ro Ko Gate questioning drivers and inspecting 
vehicles entering Moulmein. 

 -------------------- 

Opinion & Analysis  

Dream of Burmese Generals  
Mizzima - 16 June 2009  
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(Editorial)- Despite the UN Security Council’s threat of imposing sanctions, the Communist dictatorship of 
North Korea is defiant and is going ahead with its plan of becoming a nuclear weapons state. 

Since the 1990s the economy of North Korea with a population of 23 million has been deteriorating and 
millions of its people are on the brink of famine. But the ostentatious and recalcitrant leader Kim Jung-il 
does not care, for he cares only about his plutonium weapons. 

At the same time, south of the Korea peninsular is developing and is heading for the top slot in Asia. The 
people of South Korea can enjoy one of the highest living standards in the world. But in the North, the 
leader, a fan of Hollywood movies, is talking of principles of self-reliance repeatedly and using public 
money only for building its military strength. The GDP of North Korea is less than 3 per cent of South 
Korea. 

After the nuclear bomb test on May 25, the UNSC unanimously voted for a resolution to impose sanctions 
on North Korea. But the North defied the sanction by testing a ballistic missile capable of carrying a 
nuclear warhead. 

While the people of the whole world are concerned over North Korea, which has an army of one million, 
becoming a nuclear weapons state, the leaders of the Burmese junta may be one of those who would like 
to emulate North Korea. 

Burma severed diplomatic ties with North Korea after agents of North Korea assassinated South Korea’s 
cabinet members and officials including the Prime Minister and three ministers in the 1983 bomb blast at 
Martyrs’ mausoleum in Rangoon. The current regime approached North Korea to help build their military 
might and is getting technical assistance in recent years. Now they have restored friendly relationship 
based on mutual sympathy and common ground of facing the same hardships. 

In an emergency resolution adopted by the UNSC, including China, which has traditional influence over 
both North Korea and Burma,  North Korean vessels can be stopped and searched on high seas along 
with imposition of an arms embargo and financial sanctions. Even then, it is unable to rein in North’s 
nuclear weapons programme. 

Though it is believed that Burma is still far from possessing nuclear weapons, it is very clear that it is 
expanding its military might. But only few will doubt the dream of Burma, ruled by Senior Gen. Than 
Shwe, the father of the bride, who wore diamonds like cascades in her wedding reception, to become a 
second North Korea. 
-------------------- 

COMMENTARY: China Must Get Tough on Burma Too - By Yeni 
Irrawaddy – 15 June 2009  

The Burmese junta's No 2, Vice Snr-Gen Maung Aye, recently began an official six-day visit to China. 
This comes as international and regional pressure mounts on Burma to reconsider its ongoing trial 
against pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi.  

It also comes just after several ethnic ceasefire groups based near the Chinese border reportedly rejected 
a regime proposal to be reassigned as border guards. 

For Maung Aye, the deputy commander-in-chief of the Burmese defense services and commander-in-
chief of the Burmese army, this is his third visit to China in six years. The official Chinese news agency, 
Xinhua, noted that Maung Aye’s meeting with Chinese Vice-President Xi Jinping is one of an "exchange 
of visits." 

Whenever it is facing a crisis, the Burmese junta likes schedule one of these official visits to approach its 
big brother for advice.  

The Burmese army is in turmoil—despite last year entrenching itself in Burmese politics after pushing 
through a constitution that gives it a guaranteed 25 percent of seats in parliament. 

Suddenly, the Burmese army’s authority is being challenged by the ethnic ceasefire groups it has long 
taken pains to subdue, especially the powerful United Wa State Army, the Kokang group known as the 
Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army and the Kachin Independence Organization, all of which 
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have reportedly rejected the junta’s bid to transform them into border guard forces under Burmese army 
command. 

Behind the pleasantries of his meeting in China, what Maung Aye will be trying to weed out is whether 
China will take a back seat if the junta launches a military operation against the ceasefire groups. 

There is no doubt that China would like to see the Burmese regime and the ceasefire groups negotiate 
the sensitive issue peacefully and maintain regional "stability," so that China can continue to capitalize on 
Burma’s natural resources and a border trade which reached US $2.6 billion in 2008. 

Apart from the pressing border issue, knowing that Naypyidaw is losing its diplomatic joust with the 
international community over Suu Kyi’s ridiculous conviction, the Burmese generals are anxious that their 
traditional ally stands by their side.  

Maung Aye is expected to plead for the continued use of the Chinese veto to block any future resolution 
unfavorable to the Naypyidaw regime. 

Concerning the issue of Suu Kyi, China has so far only said that the trial is an internal affair.  

At the European Union and China summit in Prague in May, China's Prime Minister Wen Jiabao initially 
asked the EU to "ensure that our bilateral relationship will not be adversely affected by individual 
incidents."  

However, soon after, Chinese foreign ministry officials voiced rare criticism of the Burmese junta’s 
treatment of the Nobel Peace Prize laureate at an Asia-Europe Meeting in Hanoi with Burmese Foreign 
Minister Nyan Win. 

There is no doubt the Chinese government has been quietly expanding its international influence in the 
21st century. It already commands a superpower’s status throughout Asia, Africa and Latin America in the 
energy and extractive industries.  

China has added to its leadership role in the region by initiating a $10 billion investment cooperation fund 
and an offer of $15 billion in credit to its Southeast Asian neighbors.  

China knows that in the political world, international recognition comes at a price. It must exercise its 
power carefully and, in countries such as North Korea and Burma where Western countries have little 
leverage, it must show responsibility.  

Of course, Burma is China's closest ally in Southeast Asia and has been a major recipient of Chinese 
military hardware and a potential springboard for projecting Chinese military power in the region since 
1988. 

Like the recent public pressure on North Korea for its foolhardy demonstration of nuclear missiles, China 
must also show a firm hand when dealing with the Burmese regime. 

China must send a strong message to Naypyidaw to release political prisoners immediately, including 
Aung San Suu Kyi, and to start a meaningful dialogue with the opposition, including ethnic groups. 

Above all, the junta must be told that the time has come for it to allow its people an opportunity to 
participate in the development of genuine "national reconciliation." 

To this end, China holds the key. 

-------------------- 

News - ASSK 

Suu Kyi appeal set for June 17   
AP/ Irrawaddy - 13 June 2009  

RANGOON — Burma’s High Court will convene next week to consider an appeal by lawyers of jailed pro-
democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi to reinstate two key defense witnesses in a case she calls 
"politically motivated," her lawyer said Saturday. 
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“It is good to know that a date has been fixed to hear our argument,” lawyer Nyan Win said of the June 17 
hearing. 

The trial itself is scheduled to resume June 26. The District Court postponed it until that date so Suu Kyi’s 
lawyers could press their appeal for the witnesses, Nyan Win said Friday. 

Suu Kyi is charged with violating the terms of her house arrest when an uninvited American man swam 
secretly to her closely guarded lakeside home last month and stayed two days. 

The hearing has drawn outrage from the international community and Suu Kyi's local supporters, who say 
the military government is using the bizarre incident as an excuse to keep the Nobel Peace laureate 
detained through next year's elections. 

If convicted, the 63-year-old faces up to five years in prison. 

The District Court trying Suu Kyi had allowed only one of four defense witnesses to take the stand. On 
appeal, the Rangoon Divisional Court ruled Tuesday that a second witness could be heard. 

But two senior members of Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy party remain barred from giving 
testimony. Nyan Win said Suu Kyi gave her legal team instructions to pursue a second appeal in Burma’s 
High Court. 

No new date has been set for the trial’s closing arguments, originally scheduled for June 1. 

It is widely expected that Suu Kyi will be found guilty because courts in Burma are known for handing out 
harsh sentences to political dissidents. 

Suu Kyi, who has been detained under house arrest for more than 13 of the last 19 years, was 
transferred to Insein Prison on May 14. 

Asked about her health—she had been suffering from dehydration and low blood pressure just before 
being charged—Nyan Win said, “She is absolutely well... She looks cheerful and active as always.” 

Her party won the country’s last elections in 1990 but was not allowed to take power by the military, which 
has run the country since 1962. 

-------------------- 

India silent on Aung San Suu Kyi’s trial: Freedom H ouse   
Mizzima - 12 June 2009 

by Salai Pi Pi     

New Delhi –The Indian government has been urged by a Washington based Independent Non-
Governmental Organization on Thursday to pressurize the Burmese military junta to immediately release 
Noble Peace Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi.  

Freedom House, which has been monitoring the situation of political rights and civil liberties in Burma 
since 1972, called on the Indian government to break its prolonged silence over the sham trial against 
Aung San Suu Kyi by the Burmese regime for allegedly harbouring an American man John William 
Yettaw who swam to her lake side house and stayed there for two nights in early May.  

"Freedom House is deeply disappointed that the Indian government is turning a blind eye to Burma’s 
shameful behaviour," said Jennifer Windsor, Freedom House Executive Director in its press release 
issued on Thursday.  

“As the world's largest democracy and a regional leader, India has an obligation to defend Suu Kyi and at 
least attempt to influence the actions of Burma’s ruling junta,” she said.  

The call from Freedom House came after 118 Indian Members of Parliament (MPs) pressurized 
Manmohan Singh to take up the issue of Aung San Suu Kyi and to secure the release of the democracy 
icon, who is the recipient of the Jawaharlal Nehru Award, and to support the restoration of democracy in 
Burma.  
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“As the largest democracy and a good neighbour, we have a moral obligation to rescue her and the 
country from devastation,” Abani Roy, a Member of Parliament of the Upper House (Rajya Sabha) said, in 
a press conference held on Tuesday.  

Sharad Joshi, also a MP and co-convener of IPFDB also urged the Indian National Congress party which 
leads the new Government of India to review its soft approach towards the military regime. He felt that its 
silence over the suffering of the Burmese people has made the regime more aggressive.   

Despite the international community including United Nation (UN), United States (US), European Union 
(EU) and Association of Southeast Asia Nations (ASEAN) expressing their concerns and calling for the 
release of Suu Kyi and demand political reforms in Burma, the Indian government has been keeping quite 
over her trial which is going on for more than a month.  

India made a ‘U’ turn in supporting the democracy movement in Burma and stepped up its cosy relation 
with the military regime after it adopted the ‘Look East’ policy in 1994.  

Now, India and Burma are engaging actively in bilateral trade and economic cooperation in the area of 
Roads, Power, Oil Refinery, Transmission Lines, Telecommunications, Information Technology and other 
developmental projects such as developing the Sittwe port and a Kaladan Multi-modal Transit Transport 
project.   

According to the Indian Ministry of External Affairs, bilateral trade between Burma and India reached at 
US $ 901.3 million for the fiscal year 2007-08. 
 -------------------- 

Kachin students spray paint demand for Suu Kyi’s re lease   
Kachin News Group - 12 June 2009  

Kachin university students have reiterated their demand that the Burmese junta frees democracy icon 
Aung San Suu Kyi unconditionally. In another daring move they spray-painted their demand in Kachin 
State's capital Myitkyina, said student leaders. 

The sprayed message in red and in big letters were painted in two places--- on the brick-walls in front of 
Myitkyina University and on the State High School in Manhkring quarter, said a student leader Francis 
who organized the movement. 

The students sprayed their demand on the walls in Burmese. It read "Free Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
immediately!" The letters were sprayed in red paint so that it could be seen easily by people and would be 
hard to erase, Francis told KNG this afternoon over telephone. 

The movement is for the release of Mrs. Suu Kyi and it is being organized by the All Kachin Students' 
Union (AKSU), an underground student organization based in Kachin State, said Francis. 

The AKSU held a special Christian traditional prayer service with 25 participants including students, 
pastors and local people in a room in Myitkyina on Wednesday (June 10) between 3 p.m. and 4 p.m. 
Burma Standard Time, said Ms. Seng Mai, a student organizer. 

The prayer service took an hour. They prayed for the release of Mrs. Suu Kyi from illegal detention, 
receiving a fair decision on her trial as well as freedom and peace on her 64th birthday on June 19, she 
added. 

From Wednesday, special prayer services for the release of Ms. Suu Kyi were also held in other major 
towns in Kachin State--- Sumprabum, Waingmaw, Masi (Manje in Kachin) and Bhamo (Manmaw in 
Kachin), said Ms. Seng Mai. 

She told KNG, more prayer services will be organized in different towns in Kachin Sate for the release of 
the pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi. 

Ms. Seng Mai urged the junta to release Mrs. Suu Kyi because her detention is illegal and an injustice.  
She also urged all Kachin people to pray for the release of Mrs. Suu Kyi. 

The AKSU had earlier demanded her immediate release by pasting 50 posters on A-4 size papers in the 
major quarters in Myitkyina on May 20. 
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Meanwhile, the Burmese junta is pressurizing the Kachin Independence Organization (KIO) and the rest 
of the ethnic ceasefire groups in the country to transform their armed-wing to "Border Guard Forces". 

 -------------------- 

Former Political Prisoners Join ‘Free Suu Kyi’ Camp aign   
Irrawaddy – 15 June 2009  

More than 100 former political prisoners around the world have added their names to a statement calling 
for the release of Burmese pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi and for the UN Security Council to 
establish a global arms embargo on the military-ruled country. 

The former political prisoners come from over 20 countries across Asia, Africa, Latin America and Europe. 
They have all signed a campaign called "64 words for Aung San Suu Kyi"—launched May 27 and which 
asks Suu Kyi's supporters to tweet, write text messages or send video and photos to its Web site, Error! 
Hyperlink reference not valid. —to mark her 64th birthday on June 19. 

Organizers of the campaign include Human Rights Watch, the US Campaign for Burma, Burma Info 
Japan, the Open Society Institute, France's Info Birmanie and Amnesty International. 

The 64-word message from the former political prisoners says: "The continued denial of your freedom 
unacceptably attacks the human rights of all 2,156 political prisoners in Myanmar. As those also 
incarcerated for our political beliefs, we share the world's outrage. We call on the United Nations Security 
Council to press the Myanmar Government to immediately release all political prisoners, and to restrict 
the weapons that strengthen its hand through a global arms embargo." 

Several of the signatories are themselves under house arrest in China, including Yuan Weijing and Zeng 
Jinyan. Others who have added their names include Anwar Ibrahim, former Deputy Prime Minister of 
Malaysia; Ingrid Betancourt, former senator and Nobel Peace Prize nominee kidnapped by the Colombian 
FARDC; Kim Dae-jung, former president of South Korea and Nobel Peace Prize laureate; Lech Walesa, 
former president of Poland and Nobel Peace Prize laureate; the Nelson Mandela Foundation; Shirin 
Ebadi, lawyer and Nobel Peace Prize laureate; Shao Jiang, a survivor of the Tiananmen Square 
massacre; Terry Waite, the British humanitarian and author; Vaclav Havel, writer and former President of 
the Czech Republic; and Yuri Feodorovich Orlov, nuclear physicist and former Soviet dissident.   

"Aung San Suu Kyi's continued detention shames Asia," wrote Kim Dae-jung, while Anwar Ibrahim urged 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations to lift its policy of nonintervention in Burma. 

 -------------------- 

Celebrities tweet for Suu Kyi's release in Myanmar  
AP – 14 June 2009 

By Denis D. Gray  

BANGKOK — Hollywood star Julia Roberts and detained Chinese activists are among celebrities and 
political prisoners tweeting and signing petitions for the release of Myanmar's democracy leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi as she approaches her 64th birthday — her 14th spent in detention — organizers said 
Sunday. 

Suu Kyi will spend her 64th birthday Friday in Yangon's notorious Insein prison, facing charges of 
violating terms of her house arrest by harboring an American who swam uninvited to her lakeside home. 

The ruling junta is widely expected to deliver a guilty verdict, which could put the Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate in prison for up to five years. She has already spent more than 13 of the last 19 years under 
house arrest. 

"We must not stand by as she is silenced again. Now is the time for the international community to speak 
with one voice," Roberts wrote as part of a campaign — "64 words for Aung San Suu Kyi" — organized 
by a coalition of human rights and activist groups. 

The campaign, launched May 27, asks Suu Kyi's supporters to tweet, write text messages or send video 
and photos to its Web site, http://64forsuu.org. 

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=15974
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5gflYPHyn6g2Qs1NjV3TWV5NnNxoQD98QK6GO0
http://64forsuu.org/


Similar campaigns on Suu Kyi's past birthdays and other milestones generated some global publicity for 
her cause but have failed to change the military junta's harsh attacks on all signs of dissent. Myanmar, 
also known as Burma, has been dominated by the military since 1962. 

"Burma's generals think they can act with impunity. We'll have to wait until after the trial verdict to see if 
this time will be any different," said Mark Farmaner of Burma Campaign UK, one of the organizers. 

Actress Demi Moore, actor Kevin Spacey, artist Yoko Ono and British Prime Minister Gordon Brown were 
among the contributors to the Web site. James Cameron, director of "Titanic" and "The Terminator," 
wrote, "While my heroes are fictional, Aung San Suu Kyi is a real-life hero and she needs help from you." 

In a parallel campaign, the organizers have to date gathered the signatures of 107 former or current 
political prisoners from over 20 countries calling for the release of political prisoners in Myanmar and 
calling on the U.N. Security Council to impose a global arms embargo on the Southeast Asian nation. 

"The continued denial of your freedom unacceptably attacks the human rights of all 2,156 political 
prisoners in Myanmar. As those also incarcerated for our political beliefs, we share the world's outrage," 
the 64-word message said. 

The signatories include Kim Dae-jung, a former South Korean president and Nobel Peace Prize laureate; 
Shirin Ebadi, an Iranian human rights campaigner who also won the prize; former Czech President Vaclav 
Havel; and two female Chinese activists currently under house arrest, Yuan Weijing and Zeng Jinyan. 

"Aung San Suu Kyi's continued detention shames Asia," wrote Kim. 

Anwar Ibrahim, former deputy prime minister of Malaysia, urged the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations to lift its policy of nonintervention in Myanmar, which is a member of the 10-nation bloc. 

Organizers of the campaign include Human Rights Watch, the U.S. Campaign for Burma, Burma Info 
Japan, Open Society Institute, France's Info Birmanie and Amnesty International. 

-------------------- 

‘The Lady’ And The Tramp: The Missouri misfit who h elped bring down Burma's future.  
Newsweek – 22 June 2009 

By Tony Dokoupil 

For years, John Yettaw had experienced visions that warned him of events to come. Sometimes the 
Missouri resident ignored them and came to regret it. This time, though, he intended to act. In early 2009, 
the 53-year-old told friends and family that he had seen himself as a man sent by God to protect the life of 
a beloved foreign leader. He arranged for his kids to stay with a friend, borrowed money to buy a plane 
ticket and printed new business cards, as if launching a new life. He seemed calm at first, spending hours 
at the local Hardee's, where he used the free Wi-Fi to download music—Gladys Knight, Michael Bublé—
and Mormon sermons from Salt Lake City. But as his flight date approached, he also showed signs of 
nervousness. He broke down on the shoulder of his best friend, and didn't sleep at all on his last night at 
home. 

Sometime after 3 a.m. on April 15, he woke his son Brian, 17, and his three younger children for a family 
prayer, and piled them into a minivan for the hourlong drive to the airport. Unlike the backpack tour 
Yettaw had taken through Asia late last year, this trip would propel him into the heart of Burma's 
repressive regime and an ongoing crackdown on dissidents that has drawn condemnation from Barack 
Obama and United Nations Secretary--General Ban Ki-moon, among others. On the 20th, he flew to 
Bangkok, where he spent a week waiting for his Burmese visa and sending whimsical e-mails home, 
including a final cheerful message: "Pray. Study peace. Live calmness. Kindness toward everyone. Love 
and pray." 

The next word the family got regarding Yettaw came in a 5 a.m. phone call from the consulate at the U.S. 
Embassy in Rangoon. He had been arrested just past dawn on May 6, seized as he kicked through the 
soupy brown waters of Inya Lake, a man-made reservoir some four miles from his hotel. He had made an 
unauthorized and uninvited two-day visit to the weathered colonial-style home of Aung San Suu Kyi, the 
Nobel Prize–winning leader of Burma's pro-democracy movement. Suu Kyi says that she asked Yettaw to 
leave, but relented when he complained of hunger and exhaustion. "The Lady," as locals call her, 

http://www.newsweek.com/id/201938/output/print


trounced opponents in the country's last open election in 1990, but the junta refused to recognize the 
results, and has kept her under arrest for 13 of the past 19 years for trying to unseat the regime. She was 
due to be released on May 27, ahead of next year's landmark national elections—the first in two decades. 
But now Suu Kyi, the Oxford-educated daughter of Burmese revolutionary Aung San, faces five more 
years for violating the terms of her imprisonment and breaking the country's law forbidding unregistered 
guests from staying overnight. 

Yettaw, too, is on trial for charges including "illegal swimming" and breaching security laws; judging from 
the line of questioning in court, Burmese authorities suspect he intended to help Suu Kyi escape. At the 
start of the legal proceedings last month, they presented two black chadors, two long skirts, three pairs of 
sunglasses, six colored pencils, flares, flashlights and a pair of pliers as evidence of a getaway plot. 
Yettaw was also carrying empty jugs he used for buoyancy, and a camera wrapped in plastic with a 
picture of the improvised flippers he used for the mile-long swim. Since his arrest, he has been held in 
Insein (pronounced "insane") Prison. If convicted, he faces as many as five years behind bars—perhaps 
more if he is found guilty of trying to spring Suu Kyi. Both he and his host (Suu Kyi's lawyer says, "This is 
a political case, not a criminal one") have pleaded not guilty. "He had no criminal intent," Yettaw's lawyer, 
Khin Maung Oo, told newsweek, adding that the only charge he should face is "lurking house-trespass," a 
lesser crime on the books in Burma. "He has no relationship with anything political. His only mission was 
to save her." 

A troubled dreamer who lives down two miles of gravel road in Missouri's backwoods and didn't have a 
passport until last spring, Yettaw is an unlikely protagonist on the international political stage. Why he 
made his move, and who, if anyone, encouraged it are questions clouded by conspiracy theories and 
confounding reports about the man and his motives. The junta believes that antigovernment activists 
used Yettaw to embarrass its leaders, while Suu Kyi's supporters say that the government used the 
quixotic American as a pretense for keeping their best-known critic under house arrest rather than risk 
igniting the opposition ahead of the 2010 elections. 

Yettaw's friends and family tell a different story, describing a well-intentioned and highly spiritual person 
whose struggles with alcoholism and mental illness may have pushed him into history's path. "I don't think 
he's well," says Yvonne Yettaw, the third of his four wives—echoing the sentiments of other loved ones 
who believe that he may suffer from untreated bipolar and posttraumatic stress disorders. The only 
problem is neither Yvonne nor anybody else seems to fully understand the often secretive father of 
seven. As a result, they offer contradictory, incomplete and occasionally fantastical ideas about what 
Yettaw was up to. 

Betty, Yettaw's fourth and current wife, believes he was compelled by God, but also wanted to interview 
Suu Kyi for a book he is writing about how people recover from trauma. ("If they let her go, he'd never get 
to see her," Betty says.) Ex-wife Yvonne says the Burma trip was about business: her ex-husband and 
Suu Kyi, she heard incorrectly, had coauthored a book together. And a close friend of Yettaw's—who 
requested anonymity owing to the sensitivity of the family's situation—says that John uncovered Burmese 
(and Chinese) state secrets that compelled him to act. "If they knew, they'd kill him," the friend says 
ominously. Brian and Carley, his 20-year-old daughter, say their father was going to warn Suu Kyi that 
her life was in danger following a tip-off from God—an account that roughly matches Yettaw's testimony 
that "terrorists" were going to assassinate her and blame the government. 

The facts of Yettaw's life are also murky, even to his family. After years of his erratic behavior and 
unsatisfying explanations, they have come to accept him the way he is—bighearted but unsteady. This is 
what they've been told (although aside from Yettaw's birthplace and his military records, little can be 
independently verified): he and a twin sister were born in a Detroit housing project in 1955—the youngest 
of five siblings and the only ones to survive into adulthood (an older sister died in a swimming accident, a 
brother committed suicide in a mental hospital and another sister was born with severe handicaps and 
died in an institution). As a 7- or 8-year-old, he has told family, he was molested by a volunteer "big 
brother" after his father left home, before his mother's drinking cost her custody. Sent to live with relatives 
in California, Yettaw ran away from home at 16 and lived in his car until he was old enough to join the 
Army in 1973. His family believes that Yettaw did a combat stint somewhere in Asia during the Vietnam 
War; he told them that his time there brought on bouts of PTSD. The military's National Personnel 



Records Center, however, says that he spent 10 months in Germany before being discharged in 1974 
after little more than a year of service. 

Back in the United States, an unplanned pregnancy led to a quickie marriage at 20, a divorce two years 
later and a decade of drinking, according to Yvonne. Yettaw married again in his mid-20s, only to divorce 
seven years later. He met Yvonne, the mother of six of his seven children, at a church singles event 
shortly after his conversion to Mormonism in his early 30s. Yettaw liked the church's belief in conversions 
for the dead because he wanted to reunite with his whole family in the afterlife, she says. Around the 
same time, he experienced the first in a series of visions: a dream that his father, whom Yettaw had not 
heard from since John was 2, was in Falcon, Mo. Remarkably, he was in fact living in Falcon, and John 
soon moved Yvonne and his children nearby. Things looked up for a while. But over the next few years, 
personal tragedies pulled Yettaw's life in strange new directions, and ultimately toward Burma. 

After a house fire and a messy divorce from Yvonne, Yettaw found himself living in a trailer on his 
property, where a veritable Noah's Ark of trash began to accumulate on the lawn: two broken-down cars, 
two derelict trucks, two rusted satellite dishes and a pair of portable basketball hoops that still stand in the 
tall, tick-infested grass. Debt began to snowball, as Yettaw pursued increasingly impractical dreams. He 
started driving a USA Tours bus in part to ferry soldiers from their homes to nearby Fort Leonard Wood, 
began work on a 6,000-square-foot turreted home and started putting up drifters in a local hotel. 

A darker side also emerged. He put his thumb through a man's eye during a fight in a bar parking lot, say 
Brian and Yvonne, and, according to police records, spat in the face of a woman who accused him of 
taking her car. (Although no charges were filed, Yettaw admitted to the spitting, and the woman won a 
restraining order against him.) In 1997 he graduated cum laude from Drury University with a triple major in 
psychology, criminal justice and biology, only to be forced from a doctoral program at the Springfield, 
Mo.–based Forest Institute's School of Professional Psychology in 2007. According to family, he was 
"blacklisted" for exploding at a professor during a field trip to an area mental hospital. (Forest officials 
declined to comment, citing privacy regulations.) Determined to get back on track, he was set to speak 
with school officials at the institute on the very day a far worse crisis engulfed the family. 

Before dawn on Aug. 2, 2007, 17-year-old Clint Yettaw was speeding on his Yamaha 650—a bike his 
father got him for his birthday the previous summer. Clint hit a deer at such a fatal velocity, according to 
police, that he split the animal in two. Yettaw blamed himself for failing to act on a premonition of Clint's 
death a few weeks earlier. He buried his son in the front yard, in a plain grave surrounded by cinder 
blocks. It was a pivotal event for Yettaw, who soon decided he needed a break. "He was like, 'Get me 
away from here'," says Betty. 

In May 2008, he and Brian headed to Asia for a six-month tour, where Yettaw's fascination with Suu Kyi 
began. After Brian returned to school in early September, Yettaw headed to Mae Sot, a relaxed and 
slightly untidy Thai town known for drugs, human trafficking and other shady activities. Located on the 
Moei River across from the Burmese town of Myawaddy, Mae Sot is filled with agents of the Burmese 
military who mix in with the general population. "There's all kinds of intrigue going on," says Aung Zaw, 
editor of The Irrawaddy, an expatriate Burmese magazine published in Chiang Mai, in northern Thailand. 

Yettaw knocked around town for a few weeks, taking a second-floor room in a cheap hotel. He also 
picked up a motorcycle and a Thai companion, according to the hotel owner, who ate with his Missouri 
guest almost every day. It was then—late September through early November 2008—that Yettaw began 
to get political, says the owner. He "talked about Aung San Suu Kyi and said Myanmar [the name the 
junta gave Burma] would never be a true democracy without her. He said he really needed to do 
something to better bring the world's attention to The Lady and Myanmar." Yettaw was making the rounds 
of a few NGOs in Thailand, trying unsuccessfully to get them to accept him as a kind of adjunct staff 
member, according to a relief worker who, like others interviewed for this story, requested anonymity out 
of fear of government retaliation. Another relief worker described Yettaw as "delusional," "unstable" and 
"hyperactive." "He's a nice person, well intentioned; he's not going to hurt you," the person says, but "he 
was saying, 'God told me this; God told me that'." It's hard to know for sure what happened next. It's 
possible that Yettaw acted alone, or else took an innocent conversation to be something more. But some 
time in October, he told the hotel owner about another dream, a vision of himself as a champion of the 
downtrodden. Then he disappeared, leaving behind an unpaid bill. He resurfaced in Bangkok on Oct. 27 
to collect a Burmese visa, government records show, and flew to Rangoon on Nov. 7. 



Three weeks later, on Nov. 30, according to court testimony, he made the first of his two attempts to 
reach Suu Kyi's house by swimming across the lake, but was turned away by her two on-site 
companions. At home in Missouri the next month, he told family that he had been captured at gunpoint on 
his way back from her house, but was released after authorities bought his story about having been 
fishing. (Burmese authorities have apparently not raised this point at the trial, and would not comment 
further.) Upset that he had been so close to Suu Kyi without having met her, he began mulling a second 
trip almost immediately. 

With Suu Kyi now on trial, spray-painted messages of sympathy have popped up on walls around 
Rangoon. Behind closed doors there are rumblings of support for the woman who remains a symbol of 
hope to the 47 million people of Burma, and a million Burmese refugees in exile. But few of her 
supporters have spoken out publicly about her, perhaps mindful of the regime's brutal means of quelling 
protest. 

The locals are less reticent about Yettaw. To some, he's a heroic idealist; to others, he's a dangerous 
imbecile who has jeopardized Suu Kyi's freedom and the possibility of democracy. Htay Aung, a former 
Burmese political prisoner in exile in Thailand, says Yettaw made "the complications more complicated. 
Now we don't know what's going to happen to Burma." 

Verdicts are expected later this month. Yettaw, for his part, "is prepared for any punishment they impose 
on him," according to his lawyer. In prison, with two Burmese cellmates, he is refusing food in an effort to 
give himself another vision. He often cries at the thought of "suffering, war and cruelty" in the world. But at 
the same time, the lawyer says, he is "very happy." "He knows very well that Suu Kyi is in trouble. But 
that is for the time being. Instead of losing her life, he saved her—this is what he thinks." 

Back home in Missouri, the Yettaw family doesn't know what's going to happen to him, either. The details 
coming out in court puzzle his loved ones, who say Yettaw's previous aquatic adventures had been 
limited to a front-yard wading pool. "It's getting pretty bizarre," says Betty of the bundle of items her 
husband allegedly took with him across the lake. "That doesn't sound like Dad," Brian adds. Although 
Betty says she's "very worried" because "these guys play hardball," there is little that anyone in the family 
can do, other than monitor the case's progress via media reports and updates from American diplomatic 
staff in the region. 

They are doing their best to get on with life. Later this month the three youngest children plan to fly to 
California to spend the summer with their mother, Yvonne, while Carley and Brian stay in Missouri, 
fielding text messages and questions from curious friends: "OMG, I want details" and "Crazy. What's up 
with your dad?" 

"It's complicated," they answer. 

With Lennox Samuels in Thailand and F. De Burgo-Naughton in Burma 

-------------------- 

News - Other 

Burma blasts ‘politically motivated’ EU statement o n Karen   
DVB - 15 June 2009 

Burma’s ruling junta has criticized a European Union statement calling for its army to respect international 
law regarding its Karen offensive as “ignorant” and “politically motivated”.  

Around 4,000 civilians from Burma’s eastern Karen state have fled into Thailand in recent weeks to 
escape a mounting offensive by the Burmese army against the Karen National Union (KNU). 

Last week the EU called for an immediate truce between the two groups and expressed “serious concern” 
about the situation for the Karen now holed up in various sites along the Thai-Burma border. 

A statement in the government mouthpiece New Light of Myanmar newspaper however called the 
statement “ignorant”, arguing that only KNU personnel were located near the conflict site and thus it was 
only they who had fled across the border. 

http://www.dvb.no/english/news.php?id=2625


The statement, it said, was “politically motivated” and “factually incorrect” and served the purpose of 
“exerting added political pressure on [Burma]”. 

The KNU welcomed the statement and reiterated its call to the Burmese government to find a solution to 
the world’s longest running conflict through dialogue and not “use of arms”. 

Meanwhile, the Karen Information Committee (KIC) said that among the 4000 or so Karen refugees in 
Thailand were newborn babies surviving on basic foods such as rice donated by NGOs. Thai village 
authorities were also providing medical assistance.  

Last week three artillery shells fired by the Burmese army in its offensive reportedly landed on Thai soil, 
although no injuries occurred.  

“The Thai government has not said anything regarding on the Burmese shells landing onto their soil,” said 
Nan Phaw Kay, editor of KIC.  

“So far there have been about 10 shells landed since the start of this month.” 

Reporting by Thurein Soe and Francis Wade  

-------------------- 

Thai-Burma relations under ‘unprecedented strain’  
DVB - 12 June 2009 

Thailand’s condemnation of the Suu Kyi trial and the arrival of thousands of Burmese refugees has put 
relations between the two countries under “unprecedented strain”, according to a Burmese state-run 
newspaper. 

Burma has come under mounting international criticism over the trial of opposition leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi, whose next hearing has been adjourned until 26 June. 

Thailand, who holds the chair of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) bloc, has recently 
expressed “grave concern” both at the lack of democratic progress in the country and the potential for the 
trial to tarnish the bloc’s image. 

The normally amiable relationship is likely to have been further strained by the continued influx of 
thousands of Karen refugees in northern Thailand who have fled a Burmese army offensive against the 
Karen National Union.  

Last month Burma reacted angrily to Thailand’s condemnation of the Suu Kyi trial, accusing it of 
interfering in the country’s internal affairs. 

An article yesterday in the government mouthpiece New Light of Myanmar newspaper further fanned the 
flames by alleging that Thailand both supports and aids insurgent groups in Burma. 

“It is global knowledge that [Thailand] provide fertile soils to Myanmar [Burma] absconders, insurgent 
groups and anti-government political groups,” it said, adding that cessation of conflict in Burma “rests on 
the cooperation of the neighbouring other country”. 

Burmese political analyst Aung Naing Oo stressed that it is the new Thai government’s emphasis on 
human rights in Burma that underlies the tension.  

“[Regarding] the Burmese military, when you talk about principles you’re talking about human rights and 
human dignity,” he said. 

“All these issues…don’t go down well with the Burmese military.” 

The article also said that the normally good relations between the two countries were “under strain which 
has been unprecedented in…history”. 

The Thai Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva said in March, prior to the Suu Kyi trial, that the Burmese regime 
“remains a hideous blight” on the Asian map, and last month questioned the credibility of Burma’s self-
styled ‘roadmap to democracy’. 

http://english.dvb.no/news.php?id=2624


Seldom has a Thai head of state used such strong language against the Burmese government although, 
according to Aung Naing Oo, a war of words between the two countries has always raged. 

Reporting by Rosalie Smith and Francis Wade  

-------------------- 

Burmese and DKBA Troops Block Civilians Fleeing Con flict   
Irrawaddy – 13 June 2009  

By Saw Yan Naing 

Karen villagers trying to reach the relative safety of Thailand after weeks of heavy fighting in Karen State 
are trapped and hiding in the jungle, as Burmese junta troops and their allies try to prevent them from 
joining the four thousand civilians who have already crossed the border.     

Saw Hla Htun, the chairman of the Karen Youth Organization, told The Irrawaddy on Saturday that 
several hundred villagers from Pa-an District in southern Karen State were unable to reach the border 
because Burmese soldiers and troops from the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA) are blocking 
their way. 

The villagers are fleeing an offensive against Brigade 7 of the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) 
that began nearly two weeks ago. Civilians are routinely targeted by Burmese troops as part of the 
regime’s efforts to cripple KNLA resistance. \Karen sources on the border said that refugees who have 
reached Thailand since the recent fighting began are now seeking shelter in Noh Bo, Oo Thu Hta and 
Mae Salit, in the district of Tha Song Yang in Thailand’s Tak Province. 

According to the sources, Burmese troops are still shelling areas under the control of KNLA Brigade 7. 
They added that about six mortars have landed in Thai territory.  

On Friday, a mortar landed near the village of Mae Salit in Tha Song Yang, putting local villagers on alert 
against the possibility of further cross-border attacks by the Burmese troops. 

Schools in Mae Salit were also temporarily closed as a precaution, as villagers stand ready to evacuate, 
according to a Karen news organization known as Kwe Ka Lu. 

Due to the ongoing attack, about five KNLA soldiers have been hospitalized in the Thai border town of 
Mae Sot, said officials from the Karen National Union (KNU), the political wing of the KNLA.       

KNU officials claimed that the fighting had killed about 20 soldiers from the combined Burmese and DKBA 
force, while around 50 others had been injured. Some local reports put the total number of dead and 
wounded at around 100. 

Meanwhile, a couple of DKBA soldiers were also reportedly found in Thailand, according to KNU sources.  

One DKBA soldiers from Battalion 555 was arrested on Friday after crossing the Moei River separating 
Thailand and Burma. He has been taken into custody and is being questioned by the Thai army, sources 
said.          

The joint force of Burmese and DKBA troops has been attacking the area controlled by KNLA Brigade 7 
since the first week of June. The combined force has launched few grounds attacks, fearing landmines 
planted by the KNLA, relying instead on heavy mortar shelling. 

On Friday, fighting at the frontline increased in areas where KNLA Battalion 21 is based, according to the 
Free Burma Rangers, a relief group that assists civilian victims of the fighting deep inside the conflict 
zone.  

The Burmese army also fired about 20 mortars into KNLA Brigade 7 areas on Friday, according to the 
KNU’s joint secretary (1), Maj Hla Ngwe. Further attacks and more refugees are also expected, he added.  

Also, Burmese military sources reported that about 10 Burmese battalions under Military Operation 
Command 4 based in Phugyi, Rangoon Division, recently arrived in southern Karen Sate as 
reinforcements.  

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=15971


A source close to the Thai army said that the buildup is in preparation for a planned escalation of attacks 
on the KNLA. A major battle could take place within the next two days, he added. 

-------------------- 

Myanmar second top leader Maung Aye leaves on offic ial visit to China   
Xinhua – 15 June 2009 

YANGON -- Myanmar's second top leader Vice Senior-General Maung Aye left Nay Pyi Taw Monday for 
Beijing to begin a six-day official visit to China at the invitation of Chinese Vice-President Xi Jinping.  

Aimed at promoting neighborly, friendly and cooperative ties with China, Maung Aye, who is Vice-
Chairman of the Myanmar State Peace and Development Council (SPDC), is paying his third visit to 
China in six years.  

Maung Aye, is also Deputy Commander-in-Chief of the Defense Services and Commander-in-Chief of the 
Army, traveled to China in August 2003 and in April 2006.  

There were also exchange of visits between other leaders of the two countries over the last two years. In 
January 2007, Vice-Chairman of the Chinese National People's Congress Standing Committee Li Tieying 
visited Myanmar, while SPDC Member General Thura Shwe Mann and Prime Minister General Thein 
Sein visited China in the same year.  

In 2008, Thein Sein attended the Beijing Olympic Games, while Shwe Mann toured China again.  

In March this year, Li Changchun, member of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the 
Communist Party of China Central Committee, visited Myanmar, during which four documents were 
signed.  

In April the same year, Thein Sein attended the "Boao Forum for Asia" in Boao, southern China's Hainan 
province.  

On that occasion, Thein Sein also met his Chinese counterpart Wen Jiabao and the two leaders 
discussed fruitful results of bilateral economic cooperation, oil and gas, energy, electric power, rail 
transportation, agriculture and human resource sectors.  

Over his five-day China trip, Thein Sein also met a number of Chinese industrialists and entrepreneurs 
investing in Myanmar and had discussions with them on bilateral economic cooperation.  

According to Chinese official statistics, China-Myanmar trade amounted to 2.626 billion U.S. dollars in 
2008, up 26.4 percent. Of the total, China's export to Myanmar took 1.978 billion dollars.  

Up to the end of 2008, China's contracted investment in Myanmar reached 1.331 billion dollars, of which 
that in mining, electric power and oil and gas respectively took 866 million dollars, 281 million dollars and 
124 million dollars.  

China has risen from the 6th position to the 4th in Myanmar's foreign investment line-up. 

 -------------------- 

Appeal cases of Zargana and Zaw Thet Htwe admitted   
Mizzima - 12 June 2009 

by Phanida     

Chiang Mai – The appeal cases of famous comedian and film director Zargan a.k.a. Thura and Sports 
Journal editor Zaw Thet Htwe has been admitted by the High Court. 

Zargana and Zaw Thet Htwe are serving 35 and 11 years in prison respectively. Their lawyers filed the 
appeal case for the second time and the High Court admitted it on June 3. 

“We can submit our argument for admitting our appeal case. The court has accepted it for all the four co-
accused. The lawyers filed the appeal and we have hope. Our families will do everything,” Ma Khaing 
Cho, wife of Zaw Thet Htwe, said. 

The co-accused of Zargana and Zaw Thet Htwe are Thant Zin Aung and Gadone a.k.a. Tin Maung Aye. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-06/15/content_11544964.htm
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They were charged under eight cases including section 33(a) of the Electronic Law, section 505(b) of the 
Penal Code (disaffection towards State and Government) and section 295(a) of the Penal Code. Zaw 
Thet Htwe was sentenced to 19 years and Zargana was sentenced to 59 years in prison respectively. 

However, the Divisional Court commuted the sentences of Zaw Thet Htwe by eight years and Zargana by 
24 years. So they have to serve the remaining prison terms of 11 and 35 years. 

Zaw Thet Htwe is serving his sentence in Taungyi prison in Shan State. His wife met him on June 7 in a 
prison interview and said that his health is fine. 

But the High Court dismissed a similar appeal case of blogger Nay Phone Latt after allowing the lawyers 
to argue on June 22. 

Nay Phone Latt was sentenced to a total of 20 years in prison after being charged under the Electronic 
Law. Then the Rangoon Divisional Court commuted his sentence by eight and-a-half years in February. 
He is serving his prison sentence in Pa-an prison in Karen State. 

-------------------- 

Myanmar gives Sri Lanka $73k   
The Straits Times - 12 June 2009 

BANGKOK - IMPOVERISHED Myanmar has donated US$50,000 (S$72,500) in relief aid to Sri Lanka's 
government to help those displaced by the recent defeat of the separatist Tamil Tiger rebels, state media 
said on Friday.  

Foreign Minister Nyan Win met with Sri Lankan ambassador Newton Gunaratna at the foreign ministry in 
Yangon on Thursday afternoon, according to the English-language New Light of Myanmar.  

Colombo has angrily fended off criticism of its massive offensive against the Tamil Tigers that put an end 
to a nearly four-decade conflict in May.  

Sri Lanka barred aid workers, rights activists and journalists from working freely in the north, where 
hundreds of thousands of Tamil civilians displaced by the fighting are confined to heavily-guarded camps.  

Myanmar's junta, in power since 1962, is subject to economic sanctions from the US and European Union 
over its poor human rights record and lack of democracy.  

However, Western nations continue to donate large amounts of humanitarian aid to Myanmar, in 
particular since a cyclone last year that left 138,000 people dead or missing. -- AFP 

-------------------- 

Korea rejects Burma gas project complaint  
DVB – 15 June 2009 

Conflicts of interest within the Korean government have led to it rejecting allegations of human rights 
abuses connected to Korean-backed natural gas projects in Burma, according to a report released today. 

Still in construction, the Shwe Gas project, which will pump Burma’s vast natural gas supplies to China, 
has been linked with cases of forced relocation of civilians and land confiscation. 

Korean corporation Daewoo International part-operates the project, and in 2001 formed an international 
consortium which includes the state-run Korean Gas Corporation (KOGAS) to develop the Bay of Bengal 
gas field.  

Advocacy group EarthRights International (ERI) and campaign group Shwe Gas Movement (SGM), 
supported by Korea’s two largest labour unions, last year filed a complaint to the Korean government 
regarding the pipeline. 

The complaint alleged that Daewoo and KOGAS “failed to practice due diligence to prevent negative 
human rights and environmental impacts of the Shwe Project”, and that the project failed to respect 
international humanitarian law. 

http://www.straitstimes.com/Breaking%2BNews/SE%2BAsia/Story/STIStory_389448.html
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Furthermore it alleged that the companies violated guidelines for multinational organisations set out by 
the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), which advises governments on 
business and economic development. 

ERI today released a report citing “inherent conflicts of interest within the Korean government” that 
pushed it to reject the complaint. 

“The ministry tasked with receiving OECD complaints is the same ministry tasked with promoting 
overseas energy development projects and the same ministry that provided Daewoo a sizable loan to 
proceed with the controversial Shwe Project,” ERI said. 

“The Korean government sided completely and uncritically with Daewoo International and KOGAS on 
every aspect of the complaint.” 

Matthew Smith, Burma Project coordinator at ERI, said that despite the conflict of interest, ERI were still 
surprised at the rejection of the complaint. 

“There are certain elements of the Korean government that do have an interest evidently in promoting 
business over concern for human rights abuses and other elements of the OECD guidelines, [such as] 
sustainable development and environmental protection,” he said. 

An official from the Korean government’s oil and gas ministry said that he was aware of Burma’s human 
rights problems, but that he personally thought Korea approached countries with only “a business mind” 
regarding foreign investment, adding that it “costs a lot of money” to investigate human rights abuses 
abroad. 

ERI called for the Burmese government to include affected people living in the vicinity of the pipeline in 
the decision-making process, and called on the OECD to fill the gap created by the Korean government’s 
inaction. 

Reporting by Francis Wade  

-------------------- 

Monks and youths against transforming MNLA   
Independent Mon News Agency - 13 June 2009 

Report by Kon Hadai and Blai Mon     

A group of Mon monks and students have sent a letter to Burma’s largest Mon political party urging it not 
to transform its armed wing into a government-controlled “Border Guard Force” (BGF) or contest in 
elections scheduled for 2010. 

“We are worried that the NMSP [New Mon State Party] will join the 2010 election and will accept the 
government’s plan to change the MNLA [Mon National Liberation Army] into ‘border guards,” a youth 
member of the group told IMNA. “Since we know that these two things are not the way to solve our 
nation’s problems, we demanded that the NMSP listen to us,” he added. 

Cease-fire groups across Burma have been urged by the country’s military regime to contest national 
elections and disarm their armed wings or bring them under nominal state control. Burma’s largest 
ceasefire army, the United Wa State Army (UWSA), has refused the proposal. The large Kachin 
Independence Organization, meanwhile, appears to have accepted the general principle that it’s Kachin 
Independence Army must be transformed, though it says it has not necessarily agreed to become a BGF. 

The letter to the NMSP, of which IMNA has obtained a copy, makes an explicit reference to the UWSA as 
it calls on the NMSP not to transform the MNLA. An excerpt of the letter, which was sent to NMSP 
chairman Nai Htaw Mon on June 10, is translated below: 

“NMSP should be aware that the Mon people and monks are together with the party to struggle for the 
self-determination, included in the letter. 

The United Wa State Army has announced clearly that they won’t cooperate with the Burmese military as 
border guards saying that the international community won’t recognize and accept the 2010 election as 
well. 

http://bnionline.net/news/imna/6482-monks-and-youths-against-transforming-mnla.html


It is not only the Mon people but also monks who believe that it will not be beneficial if the NMSP joins the 
election or cooperates with the military as border guards. We know that The NMSP will do so as we 
believe. 

We would like to inform authentically that our Mon people and the monks are together with NMSP to 
march and struggle to our primary goal of self-determinism.” 

In January, the NMSP publicly announced it would not be participating in the 2010 elections, Burma’s first 
since ignoring the results of Burma’s last popular polls in 1990. 

The NMSP has not, however, announced an official position on its plans for the MNLA. In an interview 
following a large party Congress in January, spokesman Nai Oung Mange told IMNA that the NMSP 
would wait to hear inputs from the Mon community before making a final decision about the MNLA. 

“If the SPDC puts pressure on the NMSP to put their arms under the SPDC, we will consider that issue,” 
he told IMNA. “We will ask for opinions from monks, Mon organizations and also Mon people. Then the 
party will consider it again and make a decision,” he said. 

NMSP chairman Nai Htaw Mon said: “We are happy to hear from our Mon nation like this. We always 
welcome any suggestions and demands from our Nation.” 

 -------------------- 

Burmese ambassador claims evidence needed to repatr iate Rohingya   
Kaladan Press - 13 June 2009 

Dhaka, Bangladesh: Phae Thann Oo, the Burmese ambassador in Dhaka, has asked the Bangladeshi 
authority to provide strong evidence of Rohingyas’ Burmese citizenship, while addressing a discussion 
meeting on Bangladesh-Burma relations yesterday. 

 “We will think of rehabilitating them if Bangladesh provides strong evidence that they are citizens of 
Myanmar,” the ambassador said. 

 Foreign minister (FM) Dipu Moni told the meeting that during her recent visit to Burma, she had 
requested the government there to take back the Rohingya refugees and Burma had requested 
Bangladesh to provide the latest list of refugees and agreed to take them back. 

 “The concerned departments of the Bangladeshi government are preparing an updated list of the 
refugees, which will be soon handed over,” said the Foreign Minister. 

 Ashfaqur Rahman, Chairman of Foreign Affairs Study, and Brig Gen (retd) Salim Akhtar presented two 
papers focussing on the economic and political dimensions of the relations of the two neighbours. One of 
the papers mentioned that the repatriation of Rohingya refugees was a major irritant in the bilateral ties 
between two neighbours in the national seminar on Bangladesh-Burma relations in its auditorium 
yesterday, organized by The Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies. 

 Major Gen Sheikh Md Monirul Islam delivered a welcome speech to the gathering. 

 The repatriation of Rohingya refugees was a ‘three-decade-old crisis’ and an attempt was made to solve 
the problem through diplomatic channels, under an agreement signed on 9 July, 1978, after the first influx 
of Burmese nationals into Bangladesh, the Foreign Minister said. 

 After the second influx in 1991-92 of some 3, 00,000 Rohingyas into Bangladesh, the government 
repatriated some 2, 36,600 Rohingya Muslims to Burma, with the assistance of the UNHCR. There has 
been no progress for the last three years in the repatriation of the remaining 22,000 refugees, living in the 
two camps of Nayapara in Teknaf and Kutupalong in Ukhia, the Minister said at the seminar. 

 “In addition to this, a large number of Myanmar refugees are living outside the camps illegally. Estimates 
of their number range from 2, 00,000 to 4, 00, 000,” Dipu Moni added. 

 “In the spirit of good neighbourly relations, Burma should take the refugees back after creating a friendly 
atmosphere, so that once the refugees are repatriated, they will be encouraged to stay on in their 
country,” she added. 
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 “I also offered my government’s cooperation in this regard to Burmese authorities. They assured us that 
their door is open for the refugees after their Burmese identity is ascertained,” she added. 

 During the 14th ASEAN summit, Rais Yatim, Malaysia's Foreign Minister said ASEAN wants Myanmar to 
promise "not to persecute them when they go back".  The Burmese military junta had agreed.  

 A refugee urged the Burma neighbouring countries to grant political asylum to the Rohingya. "They are 
victims of systematic, persistent and widespread human rights violations," said Zaw Min Htut.  Zaw 
became the first Rohingya to be granted refugee status by Japan in 2002. 

 -------------------- 

Rangoon still lacks proper electricity   
Mizzima News - 12 June 2009  

Rangoon – Despite of promised by authorities to provide round-the-clock electricity supply in Rangoon, 
an official from Ministry of Electrical Power in Naypyitaw said, it is almost impossible until next month.  

Rangoon Electricity Board Secretary, Lt. Col. Maung Maung Latt, in a recent briefing to journalists said, 
Rangoon would get all round-the-clock electricity in July. However, the officer from the concerned Ministry 
said it was unlikely.  

Despite getting regular rainfall, it will take some time for the water to reach the required level in the 
reservoirs of hydroelectric power stations, because of extreme heat during this year and high 
vapourization.  

Rangoon, Burma’s former capital, normally receives regular power supply from July to November, during 
the monsoon period, but the electricity supply is given in a rotation-wise to various townships during the 
dry season of November to March.  

During this dry season, water level in the reservoirs falls down leaving a low pressure that reduces the 
electricity generation capacity.  

However, local residents said the situation is worse than the previous years, despite regular rainfall. Even 
the alternate transmission of power in their townships, is not available this year.  

“The electricity situation is so terrible this year. We got electricity for only 1-2 hours per day in March and 
April. Even during the alternate transmission of power, we could not get it on time. We usually get in 
daytime schedules, but most of the time we failed to get electricity during the night time schedules of 
power rotation,” a local resident from Rangoon told Mizzima.  

While the entire country, including Rangoon, gets electricity only alternately, the junta makes sure that 
their new jungle capital Naypyitaw, in central Burma, receives regular supply. 

-------------------- 

Myanmar asylum seekers find safe haven in Palau  
AP - 14 June 2009 

By TOMOKO A. HOSAKA  

KOROR, Palau — The newcomers on this tiny Pacific nation are young and in limbo, scared that they'll 
be arrested if they're sent back to their native land. Most speak no English, but they say they're 
astounded by the generosity of Palau and its people. 

They are not the Chinese Muslims from Guantanamo who made world news last week when Palau's 
president said the country would take them. Instead, they are 11 asylum seekers from Myanmar — and 
they may offer the best idea what the freed detainees' new lives might be. 

"They didn't know us," Aye Aye Thant, 34, the group's sole fluent English speaker and de facto 
spokeswoman, said Sunday. "We are not workers, and we don't serve their country. But we are treated as 
their own siblings." 

Fearing arrest for their political activities, the 10 men and one woman fled military-run Myanmar to 
Malaysia and then to the Philippines, always moving on because they thought the countries might deport 
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them. They had never heard of Palau, but friends suggested it. It also offered an attractive feature — 
visa-free entry. 

They arrived in late February, and Palau has mobilized to protect them. 

Once their money ran out, the local Roman Catholic church offered to house and feed them. On Monday, 
a senator — the president's younger brother — will take over, letting them stay at his farmhouse as they 
await word on their application for asylum. 

"It's our age-old tradition to receive those in need whenever they somehow arrive on our shores," 
President Johnson Toribiong said in an interview with The Associated Press on Saturday. He said that 
idea is behind the decision to accept the Chinese Muslims, known as Uighurs, and rejected criticism that 
the move is somehow tied to U.S. aid. 

The Myanmar asylum seekers say in tropical Palau, one of the world's smallest countries, they finally feel 
free. 

"We were going to be arrested by the military government (in Myanmar)," said Aye Aye Thant, a former 
English teacher who openly opposes Myanmar's ruling junta. 

She decided to leave after a family friend and police officer warned her father that she appeared on a 
government arrest list. She had made unauthorized trips to the Irrawaddy Delta region, hit hard by last 
year's Cyclone Nargis, to pass out donated supplies and money. 

Her cousin Agganana, another asylum seeker who goes by one name, said he led various anti-
government demonstrations at home. 

All but one in the group, which includes two Buddhist monks, are members of the overseas offshoot of the 
National League for Democracy led by pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi. Suu Kyi currently is on 
trial on charges of violating terms of her house arrest by harboring an American who swam uninvited to 
her lakeside home. 

In Palau, a tropical island nation of 20,000 people, local residents approach them from time to time, 
offering what they can to help. 

Their main benefactor from the Catholic church, Father Rusk Saburo, stopped by Sunday afternoon to 
check on them before their move. 

They immediately swarmed him, with smiles and greetings that transcended the language barrier. 

Saburo, one of Palau's three Roman Catholic priests, said the church has been paying $500 a month for 
the apartment. It also has provided groceries and medical care. 

"The goal of life for us is you help a stranger," he said, sitting between the two Buddhist monks. "No 
questions asked." 

At their new home starting Monday, the men will help out on the senator's farm in return for housing. And 
Aye Aye Thant said she may be able to start teaching English informally. 

Even though the group seems happy with their transition to Palau, Saburo admits he has concerns about 
the Uighurs' (pronounced WEE'-gurs) expected arrival. How will they fit in after a life spent largely in dry 
western China? Where will they live? What will they do? 

Saburo said he must practice what he preaches, regardless of religion. 

"Whether the president has other motives or not is another matter," he said. "For humanitarian purposes, 
I am a Christian, so I accept anybody who comes in peace. I'm sure a good number of my parishioners 
feel the same way." 

-------------------- 

Opinion & Analysis  

Op-Ed Contributor : Free Aung San Suu Kyi - By Bern ard Kouchner  
New York Times – 12 June 2009  

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/13/opinion/13iht-edkouchner.html?_r=1


PARIS — “Freedom from fear.” These words, uttered by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi in 1990, resound more 
than ever as a call for help at a time when the Burmese junta has initiated proceedings against her that 
are as absurd as they are unjustified. We are not fooled: This is a poor pretext to prevent her from 
participating in the upcoming elections.  

“Freedom from fear.” How can one not cry out for freedom for this great lady, Nobel Peace Prize winner in 
1991? I met her in Yangon at the end of 2002, just a few months before her endless enforced isolation 
began. Since her arrest on Thursday, May 14, the thoughts of all those who admire and support her are 
with the “Lady of Yangon,” a woman full of dignity and finesse, energy and calm, intelligence and 
compassion.  

“Freedom from fear.” It was the living incarnation of these few words who appeared before an audience 
both mesmerized and awed by this living legend. Her every word was heard by a silent, respectful public, 
a public that did not dare to sit while she spoke. Simple, yet firm words. Innocent words. Calm and 
fearless words. 

For over 20 years, Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi has been struggling in silence and with unshakeable courage, 
supported by the conviction that “it is not power that corrupts, but fear. Fear of losing power corrupts 
those who wield it, and fear of the scourge of power corrupts those who are subject to it.” For over 20 
years, her refusal of fear accompanies us, mobilizes us, forces us to defend her against a despicable 
regime. 

How can one accept that a woman, whom some call the Gandhi of Burma, could be considered a criminal 
so dangerous that she must be kept away from all contact with the rest of humanity? For six years, this 
incredibly determined woman has been under house arrest. She lives in the sole company of two 
companions in misfortune. Six years of an enforced isolation, even crueler than prison. Six years with no 
outside contact other than sporadic medical visits, before the arrest of her doctor; or, even more rarely, a 
meeting with a diplomat. 

Six years of isolation, but in reality 19 years of deprivation of freedom. Since the 1990 elections, which 
saw the victory of the opposition and which should have made her the leader of her country, the junta has 
deprived the Burmese people of their rights. Freedom has fled this country. For 19 years, the “Lady of 
Yangon” has known only brief moments of freedom. Her husband died before she could see him again. 

This inhumane isolation could have ended on May 27, with the official end of her house arrest, if new 
proceedings had not been initiated against her under false pretenses. Once again, Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi 
is being persecuted, even though her health is deteriorating and she risks being sentenced to five years 
of imprisonment, which she may not survive. 

The Burmese regime cannot continue to turn a deaf ear to the appeals from all over Europe, America and 
Asia calling for her release and that of other political prisoners. It cannot ignore indefinitely the demand 
made with a single voice by the Asia-Europe Ministerial Meeting on May 26 in Hanoi, or the call for 
dialogue in Myanmar launched a few days earlier, in an unprecedented gesture, by the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations — an organization of which Myanmar is a member. 

I reiterate forcefully that the release of Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi is a matter of urgency, as Chancellor 
Angela Merkel and President Nicolas Sarkozy strongly reminded us at their joint press conference on 
Thursday. Only dialogue with the opposition will bestow legitimacy on the upcoming 2010 elections. 

Twenty years after the elections that saw the victory of the National League for Democracy, these 
elections are vital for the future of this martyred country. Myanmar can no longer remain isolated from the 
rest of the world. On the contrary, it must rejoin the rest of the world, and the international community is 
ready to help.  

As a start, the military junta should admit that no solution can be found without including Ms. Aung San 
Suu Kyi in the electoral process. Senior General Than Shwe must understand that she is his best asset to 
guarantee the unity, the stability and finally the prosperity of the country, and that she is not a threat to his 
power. If the generals were to listen to the Burmese people, they would in turn free themselves from the 
fear that their people instill in them. 

Bernard Kouchner is the minister of foreign and European affairs of France. 



-------------------- 

EDITORIAL: UN should treat Burma as it has North Ko rea 
The Nation – 14 June 2009  

Security Council's new-found unity shows it can overcome its own past 

After long and excruciating negotiations over the new sanctions by the United Nations Security Council to 
punish North Korea for its nuclear-weapons test, once again the council has shown its ability to act in 
response to a crisis that genuinely threatens global peace and stability. What Pyongyang has done has 
so rubbed the raw nerves of key players that they are acting with common positions and standards. It is 
rare indeed for them to agree on common retaliation against North Korea's stubbornness.  

This time the harsher sanctions are more targeted, including weapons exports and financial transactions. 
Furthermore, the resolution allows inspections in port and on the high seas of ships suspected of carrying 
nuclear technology. It urges North Korea to return to the six-party talks immediately without conditions 
and abandon its nuclear ambitions. This shows the determination of the 15-member council to adhere to 
its international obligations.  

Unfortunately, the same thing cannot be said of the council's attitude towards Burma and its continued 
oppression of its citizens. Although the council adopted a non-binding resolution last month in response to 
the continued detention and farcical trial of Aung San Suu Kyi, it still lacks the teeth to punish one of the 
world's worst regimes. Like North Korea, Burma's military leaders know how to test the water and push 
the envelope. They have succeeded before, knowing full well that the council, with its different players 
and national interests, will never agree on a common plan of action. Worse, the council's attention span is 
usually brief given the myriad global issues confronting it.  

For the time being, the Burmese junta is obviously correct in its assessment. Despite some bridging of the 
gap between members preferring tougher sanctions and those advocating a softer approach, the council 
does not see eye to eye on reprimanding Burma. Of course, the five permanent members have 
something to do with this. Previously, both China and Russia opposed any attempt by the council to 
punish Burma for nearly two decades of continued intransigence. They have since ameliorated their 
positions but are no nearer uniting with the other members to deliver a stronger message. 

Obviously the junta leaders are now playing hide and seek, testing the international community's 
determination and the sustainability of Asean positions against them, as witness their attempt to create 
havoc along the Thai border following Thailand's growing assertiveness by attacking minority groups so 
as to scarce the Thai security forces. This pattern of diplomatic brinksmanship has worked for the junta all 
along. If the international community, particularly the council, remains divided, pariah states can continue 
to exploit it. The new sanctions against North Korea are a case in point.  

Burma has delayed the trial of Suu Kyi for an additional two weeks. Of course, the junta is watching 
closely how the international community reacts to the ongoing court case and to her plight. International 
pressure has increased by the day. Major world leaders have spoken in support of her and called for her 
release. Asean has been firm. Burma's continued attack on Thailand as the Asean chair is aimed at 
undermining its position as such. It is to be hoped that Asean positions will be bolstered by increasing 
support from the international community. 

The North Koreans and the Burmese have suffered tremendously because of their leaders. Both 
countries have spent heavily on arms and left their citizens starving in the expectation of foreign 
assistance. The Burmese have risen several times since 1988 demanding democratic change and been 
violently put down. This could happen again due to economic hardship and rising fuel prices. The North 
Koreans have yet to do this. 

It is pivotal that when the council puts its mind to fighting pariah states such as North Korea and Burma it 
is intelligent and united, otherwise it will be manipulated and exploited, especially when there are cracks 
in its ranks. It backed Friday's tough sanctions against North Korea; it is to be hoped that in the near 
future it will do the same in the case of Burma. 

-------------------- 
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REGIONAL PERSPECTIVE: Enforcing the charter against  rogue members – by Kavi 
Chongkittavorn  
The Nation – 15 June 2009  

HERE LIES THE DILEMMA: Asean's old members want a new Asean while new Asean members want 
an old Asean. For the former, the new Asean means a more open and dynamic grouping that would not 
hesitate to embrace broader international norms, protect human rights and promote democratic values. 
For the latter, the old Asean means the preservation of status quo at all costs citing the mantra of non-
interference, including the non-peer reviews.  

Over the weeks, the contradiction within Asean has deepened and has been made more visible through 
Asean responses to the plight of Aung San Suu Kyi and other political prisoners and the drafted term of 
reference of the Asean human rights body (TOR-AHRB). In the past four decades, Asean members were 
pretty good in hiding their dirty linen. They could do so simply because their leaders were willing to keep 
their mouths zipped and were protected by their colleagues. Every agreement or protocol of Asean was 
done in good faith - non-biding without any provision for sanctions. Members' commitment and moral 
responsibility were the only enforcers, abstract as they were. That helped explain why only 30 per cent of 
some 220 plus agreements were ratified or implemented. The rest have been mired in the whirlpool of 
Asean bureaucratic polity.  

From now on, the only instrument that can unite Asean is the Asean Charter as all members were 
involved in the drafting at every step. During the drafting process, the new members (Vietnam, Laos, 
Cambodia and Burma) spearheaded the debates and eventually shaped the charter's substance and 
idealism. Imperfect as it is, the charter is now considered a tool kit that would take the grouping to the 
next level. The huge challenge ahead is how to enforce and interpret the charter. Such an endeavour 
could either further divide or consolidate the 10-member grouping.  

WARINESS TO COMMIT  

Strange but true, even though the charter was the outcome of consensus and compromise, quite a few 
Asean members are having problems committing to objectives and norms therein which they approved 
earlier. Burma and Laos have emerged as two prominent members that constantly invoke the principle of 
non-interference. Vietnam and Cambodia, while still valuing the concept, are more willing to 
accommodate with a more liberal interpretation. This will be immediately put to the test when Vietnam 
assumes the Asean chair next year, and Cambodia in January 2012.  

Asean was founded in 1967 with only five members, and in 1976 they jointly drafted the Treaty of Amity 
and Cooperation in Southeast Asia, which turned out to be Asean's most important document and widely-
accepted regional code of conduct (the US plans to accede to the treaty next month in Bangkok). They 
did so enthusiastically as they were determined to prevent outside interference, especially from the major 
powers. They did not want to be pawns in the power struggles during the Cold War. However, the 
principle of non-interference was not meant to serve as a panacea to hide members' incompetence and 
oppression of citizens.  

NON-INTERFERENCE IS PIVOTAL  

That explains why the non-interference in internal affairs is one of the 14 principles contained in the 
charter's Article 2.2. The oft-quoted principle can no longer be used in isolation without considering other 
mandates entailing shared commitment and collective responsibility among members. Equally pivotal are 
the enhanced consultations on matters related to peace and prosperity and issues seriously affecting the 
common interest of Asean. The Asean chair's statement on the situation in Burma and Suu Kyi on May 19 
was the outcome of such a realisation. The statement was reaffirmed by Asean foreign ministers when 
they met in Phnom Penh at the end of May on the sidelines of the Asean-EU ministerial meeting.  

DECIDING ON HUMAN RIGHTS  

Another challenge would be the future direction of TOR-AHRB. Next month the Asean foreign ministers 
will vet the final draft of TOR-AHRB in Bangkok. The contentious point remains whether the AHRB prime 
objective is to promote or protect human rights. Some members like Indonesia, Philippines and Thailand 
commonly wish the human rights body to provide maximum protection for Asean citizens. They have 

http://www.nationmultimedia.com/2009/06/15/opinion/opinion_30105154.php


been trying to push for country visits, cross-border investigation of human rights abuses and periodic 
reviews to be included in the TOR-AHRB.  

Obviously, the opponents want to protect governments in power and pay lip service to human-rights 
protection. To them, human-rights promotion is more palatable.  

Ironically, all Asean members are subjected to the UN Human Rights Council's norms and standards. 
Each Asean member, like the rest of its UN colleagues, has to go through periodic reviews on human 
rights at the global level. It remains a mystery why Asean nations refuse to do the same within the 
regional human rights body. This kind of double standard policy is quite prevalent within Asean. The 
same was true for the aborted plan to set up an Asean peacekeeping force, initiated by Indonesia, back in 
2003. Seven out of 10 Asean members, involving more than 3,000 troops, have participated in various 
capacities and forms with 19 UN peacekeeping operations around the world. None of them has joined 
together to keep peace under the Asean flag. Thailand, Malaysia and the Philippines took part in the 
peacekeeping operations in East Timor in 2000.  

Under the 2005 Agreement on Disaster Management and Emergency Response, Asean, Burma and UN 
agencies are currently working together to coordinate plans to help the rehabilitation of Cyclone Nargis' 
victims. Asean can only deliver humanitarian assistance but without helping the Burmese victims directly.  

Asean leaders should go a step further, demanding more engagements with the victims directly in the 
future. No provisions under this agreement prevent Asean members from doing so.  

In the past few months, Asean leaders have been discussing ways and means to maintain the so-called 
Asean centrality in grappling with new challenges and establishing strong partnership with global players.  

To do so, Asean members understand they must comply faithfully with the charter's objectives and norms 
through new flexibility and pragmatism, even if they have to go against rogue members.  

 -------------------- 

CONTRIBUTOR: Choosing the Right Battle Strategy - B y Min Zin   
Irrawaddy – 13 June 2009  

By picking the right battle strategy, David was able to strike down Goliath with a slingshot and use his 
powerful sword to slay the giant. The rule of thumb is to choose fighting strength against weakness, and 
not strength against strength. 

The regime's weakness lies on its international flank, especially its regional neighbors. The junta is also 
sensitive to the opinions of military officers and rank and file. These are the targets the Lady must hit 
repeatedly and relentlessly. 

Aung San Suu Kyi believes that political integrity (i.e. "plain honesty in politics") is one of the most 
important virtues. She and many others regard the political integrity she upholds persistently as her 
strength. Perfect armor! 

However, she has to comprehend the strength of her captors, too. The Lady cannot pick or prolong the 
battle within the junta's institutions, including the legal system, which is one of the most corrupted 
instruments serving the perpetuation of the regime. 

As a serial liar and rule-breaker, the junta knows well how to manipulate its institutions against Suu Kyi 
and other opponents. Force and fraud are their strength. 

This strength must be continuously exposed internationally as well as to a domestic public, especially to 
the military rank and file. But it might not be the battle front the Lady wants to open. 

Confronting the strength of the regime straight on, as the opposition has mostly done in past, will end up 
in another defeat. The asymmetrical power relationship is evidential. 

Suu Kyi’s trial is another test of the opposition's strategic caliber. In fact, the trial is widely believed to be a 
sham. The verdict has already been reached in Snr-Gen Than Shwe's mind. 

Although Suu Kyi’s latest, six-year term of house arrest ended in May, the regime's supremo is still afraid 
of freeing her to the embrace of her supporters and the public at large. 

http://www.irrawaddy.org/opinion_story.php?art_id=15967


The 63-year-old Nobel laureate faces a maximum prison sentence of five years. She could be 
condemned to prison or sent home for a further term of house arrest. 

Whatever the terms of her incarceration, it is clear that the regime’s aim is to confine her until it has 
secured victory in the 2010 general election. 

This is a political battle ground. That's why the trial has drawn international condemnation, including from 
the Association of Southeast Asia Nations (Asean). The group warned the regime that "the honor and 
credibility of the Government of the Union of Myanmar are at stake". 

Even Goh Chok Tong, a staunch ally of the regime and a former prime minister of Singapore, told Than 
Shwe during talks in Naypyidaw earlier this month that the trial has an international dimension. 

Thus, the Lady must see the trial as a political battle. Instead of prolonging the trial, she must let the 
sham process get done and receive the prison sentence. That will intensify political battles in the 
international arena, including the UN Security Council and regional players. 

The regime will no doubt face domestic challenges, too. The opposition National League for Democracy 
must also lead the political battle, instead of waiting for the result of the show trial. 

If Suu Kyi allows the trial to drag on, she will give the regime a chance to project the impression of 
openness and due legal process. In fact, the junta has already derived advantage from Suu Kyi's appeal 
for four defense witnesses to be heard. 

The lower District Court earlier disqualified all but one defense witness, but the Rangoon Divisional Court 
later ruled that a second witness could give testimony. With this concession, the junta might be quite 
satisfied in projecting the impression of a fair and independent legal process, though that will not have 
any effect on its final script. 

More importantly, the protraction of the trial could reduce interest in the international media, as well as 
diplomatic pressures. Momentum always amasses two important sources of capital, which strategically-
minded politicians should not squander—good timing and political good will. 

That is why the court’s decision on Friday to postpone the trial until June 26 in order to hear the testimony 
of a Suu Kyi’s defense witness is not a good sign. In fact, Suu Kyi's lawyers requested the further 
adjournment since the defense witness has to come to court from southern Shan State, in the 
northeastern part of Burma. 

Suu Kyi instructed her lawyers to continue the appeals process to allow more defense witnesses to be 
heard in the case as she wants "to see it through to the end as the ruling is legally wrong." 

If the High Court upholds the lower courts' decision, the special court in Insein Prison may set a date 
sometime in July in which to deliver the verdict. The regime could still delay the verdict in order to ride out 
international pressure. But the cause of any delay should not rest with the Lady. 

If Suu Kyi and the NLD fail to distinguish between a political battle and a legal fight, and unless they focus 
more on the former, they will lose the momentum. Engaging in a lengthy legal battle will not yield any 
political outcome except the exhaustion of strategic capital. 

In a clever move, Suu Kyi told diplomats who attended one session of her trial: "There could be many 
opportunities for national reconciliation if all parties so wished," according to a statement by the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Singapore, whose ambassador was among those who met her on May 20. 

The statement said that she also "expressed the view that it was not too late for something good to come 
out of this unfortunate incident," referring to her trial. "She did not wish to use the intrusion into her home 
as a way to get at the Burma authorities," read the statement. 

The statement represented a political offensive and displayed her strength, something the NLD should 
exploit. The NLD party should, for instance, have released an official statement supporting Goh's recent 
comments and Asean's "grave concern," and citing Suu Kyi's words to demonstrate the opposition's 
readiness for national reconciliation. 

The goal must be to amass international and domestic public support and materialize it in the UN Security 
Council, Asean, China, and on the streets of Burma. 



Suu Kyi can, of course, continue her legal battle, even after she is sentenced. But the focus must be to 
reap political advantage. The momentum should not be diminished. 

The political battle must be renewed and the regime’s Achilles' heel must be located and attacked.  

Min Zin is a Burmese journalist in exile and a teaching fellow at the University of California, Berkeley, 
School of Journalism. 

-------------------- 

COMMENTARY: The Neighborhood Bully - By Kyaw Zwa Mo e 
Irrawaddy – 12 June 2009  

One of the favorite tactics of the Burmese junta is its “bully” policy. The latest attacks against the army of 
the Karen National Union (KNU) on the Thailand-Burma border are proof.  

The troops of the military regime and its ceasefire group, the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army, have 
launched sustained clashes since early June. In two weeks, the conflict has forced at least 4,000 Karen 
refugees to flee their villages and many are arriving in refugee camps on the Thai-Burmese border.  

The current rainy season is an unusual time for the regime to launch its military campaign, with about 
9,000 soldiers in the area.  

This military campaign is linked by three factors: Aung San Suu Kyi, Thailand and the KNU rebels.  

A few days after Suu Kyi was charged with breaching the terms of her house arrest, Thailand, as the 
current chair of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean), took an unusual step by denouncing 
the junta’s trial of Suu Kyi and calling for her immediate release.   

The generals were furious and responded by attacking the Thai government in state-run newspapers, 
which said the announcement by Thailand interfered in the internal affairs of an Asean member country 
and disregarded the principle of non-interference in the Asean charter.   

Since then, the two governments have exchanged verbal volleys, and the junta continues to publish 
critical articles on Thailand’s stance. 

One of the consequences of Burma’s offensive against the KNU is that many Karen villagers strike out for 
one of the Karen refugee camps on the border, where hundreds of thousand of Karen refugees now live 
in nine camps.   

Thailand now faces a fresh flow of Karen refugees. On Monday, the Thai army commander, Lt-Gen 
Thanongsak Aphirakyothin, whose unit operates along Thailand’s western border, said that a total of 
1,741 Karen have entered Thailand from eastern Burma since the fighting started. Many are believed still 
to be in hiding in the jungle in Burma. 

“They fled because of the danger and fear of capture and forced labor by the Myanmar [Burma] army, the 
commander told reporters in Mae Sot. “Most of the refugees are women and children.” 

David Takarpaw, vice chairman of the KNU, said on Friday, “The attack is continuous,” meaning Thailand 
can expect more refugees in the coming months.  

Thailand, which has caused political problems for the regime, now has a problem of its own caused by 
Burma. 

Isn’t it an act of bullying? 

However, an article published on Thursday in the junta’s newspaper, New Light of Myanmar, sees it 
differently.  

“Thailand is self-conscious about the issues on internally displaced persons (IDP) and refugees which 
have rooted [sic] in the Thai-Myanmar border for ages,” the newspaper said. “The root cause of issues on 
IDP and refugees in the Thai-Myanmar border is that they (Thailand) accept and let the problems keep on 
taking place.”  

http://www.irrawaddy.org/opinion_story.php?art_id=15959


The article continued: “The remnant KNU troops have showed no sign of making peace with the 
government. Apparently, that is due to the fact that the remnant KNU members are aided and abetted, 
and KNU stations under the name of refugee camps are accepted.” 

The article accused Thailand of offering its soil to insurgent groups and anti-government political groups.  

The generals in Naypyidaw have faced mounting international, regional and internal problems since they 
took power in 1988. But after Suu Kyi’s trial last month, the problems intensified even more.    

Whenever the generals face problems, they use their ‘bully’ policy, among others. They are now bullying 
Suu Kyi, Thailand and the KNU.  

The more pressure the generals face in the future, the more you’ll see their bully policy at work. 

-------------------- 

CONTRIBUTOR: The Spirit of Manerplaw - By Aung Moe Zaw 
Irrawaddy – 12 June 2009  

Fast on the heels of the arrest of Aung San Suu Kyi comes the SPDC's offensive against the Karen 
National Union (KNU) and the Karen people. Unfortunately, these are calculated acts by the regime 
against the forces for democracy and ethnic liberation. Quite simply, the regime hates Suu Kyi and the 
regime hates the KNU. For the Burmese junta, these are the enemies: these forces of reconciliation, 
these forces for reconciliation.  

The KNU is one of the key partners in the future national reconciliation process for Burma because of its 
long history of determination to heal ethnic divisions, be inclusive and its consistency in pursuing 
freedom, rights and equality. Sidelining the KNU in the process toward a new Burma will not benefit any 
community in Burma. 

If the regime were truly committed to free and fair elections and to positive change in Burma, it would be 
consulting with the KNU and would have brought them on board from the very beginning. Instead the 
regime systematically attacks the Karen villages.  

These recent political moves by the Burmese generals—specifically the trial of NLD leader Suu Kyi and 
the brutal offensive against the KNU and innocent Karen people—reflect their will to exclude anyone who 
could bring reconciliation and peace to Burma. The generals do not want dialogue partners; they only 
want to normalize their rule through the military-devised “seven step plan” or “road map.”  

The suffering of the Karen people in recent years cannot be easily forgotten; but the Karen leaders have 
been wise, they have fought the military, not the Burman race.  

The chronic nature of the situation in ethnic areas—where people have lost their lives in armed conflict, 
lost their homes and livelihoods, been used for forced labor and where military men have systematically 
raped ethnic women—has fueled racial hatred among the general population of ethnic nationalities over 
the past decades. 

The KNU, through numerous political initiatives, has worked toward the elimination of racial hatred and 
xenophobia. Fifteen years ago, the KNU headquarters at Manerplaw was home to various ethnic 
nationalities, including the majority Burmans. It was home to urban students of the All Burma Students 
Democratic Front. It was home to the elected MPs. It was home to Burma's political parties. Manerplaw 
and Gen Bo Mya were the epicenter of the most recent national reconciliation initiatives of the democratic 
and ethnic movements.   

In my opinion, currently popular ideas about federalism were hatched at the KNU jungle headquarters by 
Karen elders during this period. The KNU still stands firmly behind the principles of national reconciliation 
which they set up together with other ethnic and democratic leaders.  

The fall of Manerplaw was a great blow, not only to the KNU but to all the ethnic nationalities of Burma. 
People of all ethnicities expressed their outrage and sadness at the time, but continued to support the 
ideals that the KNU continues to represent to this day—a united, federal Burma with a place for all ethnic 
nationalities.   

http://www.irrawaddy.org/opinion_story.php?art_id=15957


By imprisoning Suu Kyi and other NLD leaders, the regime is trying to decapitate the democratic 
movement. With its ongoing offensives against the Karen people and the KNU, the regime wishes to 
paralyze the democratic movement.  

The KNU has been and remains the backbone of the democratic movement. When it is attacked it is the 
responsibility of us all to do everything in our power to protect our Karen brothers and sisters. 

As the British Prime Minister Gordon Brown recently noted: “For too long the world has failed to act in the 
fact of these intolerable injustices.” 

We must not wait any longer to act on behalf of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, on behalf of the Karen people 
and the KNU, and ultimately on behalf of democracy and freedom in Burma. 

Aung Moe Zaw is chairman of the Democratic Party for a New Society, a Burmese opposition group 
based in exile. 

-------------------- 

Tunnelling to nowhere out of fear - by Celeste Chen ard   
Mizzima - 12 June 2009 

Aung San Suu Kyi has said “Fear is a habit” in Burma. And the fear the junta has incited among its own 
population has in turn come to increasingly provoke fear on the part of the junta itself. While the “people 
are conditioned to live in fear; they fear to lose their friends, their liberty, their means of support," 
continued Aung San Suu Kyi, suspicion and a lack of confidence have in turn been internalized within the 
mindset of the military to a state of paranoia, as they fear the loss of power.  

The transfer of the capital to Naypyitaw, as one example, shows this increasing feeling of insecurity within 
the ranks of the junta. Analysts speculate the move of the capital was premised on one, or a combination 
of, the following three criteria: a return to the royal tradition and a further snub directed at British 
colonialism; as a further line of insulation against a popular uprising, as witnessed in 1988 and 2007; and 
in response to a sense of insecurity, a reaction borne out of even greater concern following the invasion 
of Iraq by the United States in 2003. It is indeed still highly probable the junta considers a foreign invasion 
possible, in particular one commanded by the CIA.    

The habitual and reciprocal cycle of fear is only exacerbated with an angry population dissatisfied with 
military governance, tired of political repression and losing patience with the inability of the regime to 
effectively address the economic situation. Moreover, the international outcry against the junta is 
becoming more and more virulent in a time of enhanced political tension surrounding the trial of Aung San 
Suu Kyi.  

Fear and paranoia on the part of the leaders not only raises the potency of the regime directed at the 
population, but heightens the paranoia of the leaders of the Tatmadaw as well.    

Since Ne Win, Burma's leaders have exhibited a pathological mistrust and fear of everything from abroad. 
This paranoia is not simply due to a whimsical desire of the military to cling to power. Overcome with a 
mentality of feeling surrounded by hostile forces, a spirit of isolationism on the part of the military is at the 
same time an attempt to feel secure.   

The Generals have attained such a level of paranoia and fear of the "other", originating from either inside 
or outside the country, that, as is now proven, they have constructed tunnel networks to serve as 
emergency shelters.  

Burma analyst and author Bertil Lintner, writing for Yale Global Online on Tuesday, revealed how North 
Korea has been secretly helping Burma to build a tunnel complex around Naypyitaw, among other 
strategic locations. Speculated to have begun in 2003, the tunnels, it is believed, are now ready for use.  

“North Korean technicians have helped them construct underground facilities where they can survive any 
threats from their own people as well as the outside world,” according to Lintner, adding, “It is not known if 
the tunnels are linked to Burma’s reported efforts to develop nuclear technology."  

http://mizzima.com/edop/commentary/2293-tunnelling-to-nowhere-out-of-fear-.html


Lintner explains that the export of such know-how to Burma was first documented in June 2006, when 
intelligence agencies intercepted a message from Naypyitaw confirming the arrival of a group of North 
Korean tunnelling experts at the site.  

As exhibited in other instances, North Korean tunnelling technology is typically of high quality, with 
tunnels running as deep as 40 meters below the surface and offering amenities such as electricity, 
ventilation and running water.   

It remains unknown how Burma's Generals paid for the North Korean expertise, with Lintner suggesting 
that payment could even have consisted of food or gold from the country's riverbeds.   

But can tunnels keep the Generals safe? Can burrowing underground assuage the internal uncertainty 
and looming questions inhabiting the minds of Burma's military authorities?  

Trapped, victims of a cycle of habitual fear and paranoia incubated from their very own machinations, the 
existence of the tunnel complexes highlights just how insecure the Tatmadaw's leadership feels. And in 
time, there will be no place left for the Generals to turn in times of paranoia, to hide from the fears they 
themselves first created.   

-------------------- 

News - ASSK 

Trial of Myanmar's Suu Kyi adjourned until June 26  
AP – 12 June 2009 

YANGON, Myanmar — The trial of pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi was adjourned Friday for 
two weeks so defense lawyers can call an additional witness who will testify that the case is politically 
motivated, a lawyer said. 

The District Court trying Suu Kyi told lawyers of the postponement until June 26 during a brief hearing 
Friday at Insein Prison, where the trial is taking place, said Nyan Win, one of Suu Kyi's attorneys. 

Suu Kyi is charged with violating the terms of her house arrest when an uninvited American man swam 
secretly to her closely guarded lakeside home last month and stayed two days. 

The hearing has drawn outrage from the international community and Suu Kyi's local supporters, who say 
the military government is using the bizarre incident as an excuse to keep the pro-democracy leader 
detained through next year's elections. 

If convicted, the 63-year-old Nobel Peace laureate faces up to five years in prison. She has been 
detained under house arrest for more than 13 of the last 19 years. 

It is widely expected that Suu Kyi will be found guilty because courts in Myanmar are known for handing 
out harsh sentences to political dissidents. 

No new date was immediately set for closing arguments, which were originally scheduled for June 1. 

Friday's postponement was expected after Suu Kyi's lawyers won an appeal earlier this week to reinstate 
one defense witness — Khin Moe Moe, a lawyer and member of her National League for Democracy 
party. 

"Daw Khin Moe Moe knows all the charges against Daw Aung San Suu Kyi are political and she would 
testify based on these facts," Nyan Win said. "Daw" is a term of respect. 

Suu Kyi's lawyers have filed a second appeal with the High Court to bring back two other witnesses — 
both senior members of her opposition party. 

The District Court trying Suu Kyi had initially rejected the three defense witnesses — leaving Suu Kyi with 
a sole witness. 

All three would argue that Suu Kyi is not a threat to the "peace and tranquility of the state," said Nyan 
Win, citing the provision of the 1975 law authorities had used for her continued detention. 

http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5gs16E0Y8T8w9Edy1yiDa2nXqxwkwD98P0B7O0


Suu Kyi told her lawyers she believes the case against her is "politically motivated" but that it wouldn't 
stop her from continuing her fight for democracy, Nyan Win said Thursday. 

"She said she is engaged in politics due to her political belief and commitment," Nyan Win said. "She 
would not be doing politics if she were afraid of the consequences." 

Suu Kyi's party won the country's last elections in 1990 but was not allowed to take power by the military, 
which has run the country since 1962. 

-------------------- 

France, Germany in joint appeal for Aung San Suu Ky i 
AFP – 11 June 2009 

PARIS — The leaders of France and Germany expressed grave concern Thursday for Aung San Suu Kyi, 
who has been put on trial by Myanmar's junta, and appealed to China and India to intervene on her 
behalf. 

During a joint news conference with German Chancellor Angela Merkel, President Nicolas Sarkozy said 
he had sought to speak by phone to the pro-democracy leader but the military government denied his 
request. 

"We are asking our Chinese and Indian friends for help and to take into account the concern that we have 
for the Nobel Peace Prize winner ahead of a conviction that appears, unfortunately, unavoidable," said 
Sarkozy. 

The 63-year-old opposition leader faces up to five years in jail on charges of breaching the terms of her 
house arrest after an eccentric American man swam to her lakeside house in Yangon and stayed the 
night. 

"Madame Merkel and I are very concerned by the plight of Nobel Peace laureate Aung San Suu Kyi," said 
Sarkozy after holding talks with Merkel at the Elysee palace. 

France has expressed strong concern over Suu Kyi's health, and last month French first lady Carla Bruni-
Sarkozy made a public appeal for her release, saying that a jail sentence would be "life-threatening" for 
her. 

Aung San Suu Kyi has been in detention for 13 of the past 19 years since her National League for 
Democracy party won a landslide victory in 1990 polls but was not allowed to take power. 

A jail sentence could keep her locked up far beyond controversial elections promised by the ruling 
generals next year, which critics have dismissed as a sham because Aung San Suu Kyi is barred from 
standing. 

-------------------- 

British MPs vow to support democracy-human rights i n Burma   
Mizzima - 11 June 2009 

by Solomon     

New Delhi - British Members of Parliament on Tuesday discussed Aung San Suu Kyi’s trial, calling it an 
‘injustice’ and vowed to continue to strongly support the restoration of democracy and human rights in 
Burma. 

Initiated by Alistair Carmichael MP and Secretary of the All Party Parliamentary Group for Democracy in 
Burma (APPB), the debate was held in the main Chamber of the House of Commons. The meeting 
acknowledged the need to provide more support to Burma. 

Carmichael said the charge against the Burmese Nobel Peace Laureate is that of flouting the conditions 
of her house arrest. “This illegality heaped on illegality is a particular feature of Aung San Suu Kyi’s 
position, and of the loathsome regime by which she is being oppressed in Burma.” 

http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5hhbwJEQ6QyPQRCIQlovKmcqHkE0w
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Nang Seng, Parliamentary Officer of the Burma Campaigns UK said, Ivan Lewis, British Minister of State, 
Foreign and Commonwealth has particularly expressed his strong commitment for the restoration of 
democracy in Burma. 

“Ivan Lewis has expressed his commitment to support the development of human rights and democracy 
in Burma and his willingness to urge neighbouring countries to pressure military-ruled Burma,” said Nang 
Seng. 

The British government, in the ensuing European Council meeting in June, is likely to raise the issue of 
Aung San Suu Kyi to be discussed as one of the main agendas of the meeting. 

“They have even said they are willing to impose financial sanctions on Burma,” said Nang Seng. 

The British government is likely to call on the EU to impose a visa ban on all members of the military 
regime, their families, their business cronies and also lawyers and judges, who are conducting the trial 
and sentencing of Nobel Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi, she added. 

“We are greatly encouraged with their [MP] commitment. However, we want to see more action,” she 
added. 

The Burmese pro-democracy leader, who has spent more than 13 of the past 19 years under house 
arrest, is currently facing trial for violating her detention law by allowing an American citizen, John William 
Yettaw, who sneaked into her lakeside house, to stay. 

Organized by British Members of Parliament, a meeting between UK-based Burmese organizations and 
their supporters held discussions for providing more aid to Burma. 

“They have promised to donate more aid to Burma,” Nang Seng said. 

UK was one of the biggest donor countries providing £ 45 million for relief efforts, when Burma’s 
Irrawaddy delta was lashed by Cyclone Nargis on May 2 and 3, 2008, which left at least 140,000 dead or 
missing and devastated the lives of more than 2.4 million people.  

-------------------- 

Being a Defense Lawyer in Burma Is a Risky Business   
Irrawaddy – 11 June 2009 

By Min Lwin  

As the trial of pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi unfolds, many people are asking: How difficult is it 
to be a defense lawyer who represents political activists in Burma?  

Defense lawyers who represent political dissidents routinely face government intimidation, in some cases 
leading to prison terms and the suspension or cancellation of their license to practice by the Burmese Bar 
Council.   

Eleven lawyers who defended pro-democracy activists are currently serving prison terms across the 
country.   

The Thailand-based human rights group, the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (Burma), said 
at least 207 Burmese lawyers, including central high court lawyers, have faced suspension, warnings, 
temporary suspension or dismissal of their license without a proper hearing process. 

“If you want to be a defense lawyer for political activists, you can have your lawyer license cancelled at 
any time,” said Nyi Nyi Hlaing, who has represented political activists.    

“Sometimes judges intimidate us by saying if we upset the judicial process, we can be punished,” he said.  

Prominent defense lawyer Aung Thein, who recently served a four months prison sentence for contempt 
of court and had his license cancelled, told The Irrawaddy: “There are two kinds of lawyers who have had 
their license dismissed. Political activist lawyers who are dismissed for their political activities and lawyers 
dismissed in the process of defending their activist clients.  

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=15943


Aung Thein’s colleague, Khin Maung Shein, who has represented political activists including Aung San 
Suu Kyi, was also dismissed from practicing law and sentenced to four months in prison. 

“The fact that the Burmese Bar Council cancelled our licenses is not fair, because we served four months 
detention in payment for what they called contempt of court,” said Aung Thein.  

Late last year, attorney Saw Kyaw Kyaw Min was convicted of contempt of court after complaining of 
unfair treatment by a Rangoon court in a case involving political dissidents. 

“I was intimidated by the judge from Kyimyindine Township court when I asked to call a government 
witness to the court to testify,” said Saw Kyaw Kyaw Min, 29. “She told me you don’t have a right to call 
the government witness. If you do that, your lawyer license will be cancelled.”   

In addition, attorneys Nyi Nyi Htway and Saw Kyaw Kyaw Min were both sentenced to six months 
imprisonment for contempt of court while representing activists. Saw Kyaw Kyaw fled to Thailand rather 
than serve time in prison. 

The convictions were politically motivated to intimidate other lawyers from defending political dissidents, 
said observers of the legal system.    

Like activist lawyers, average citizens who are caught up in politically sensitive issues are frequently 
intimidated or charged with criminal acts by the military government. Various professions, including 
comedians, doctors, private teachers, singers, writers, journalists and their family members, have been 
charged and imprisoned because of their political involvement. 

On June 9, Khin Khin Aye, a senior manger in the Central Cooperative Society under the Ministry of 
Cooperative, was dismissed from her job without warning because her husband, attorney Hla Myo Myint, 
had represented Aung San Suu Kyi.  

-------------------- 

News - Other 

EU “concern” over mounting military offensive in east ern Burma  
Mizzima - 11 June 2009 

by Mungpi     

New Delhi - European Union on Thursday expressed “serious concern” over the mounting military 
offensive by the Burmese army and its allies against the Karen National Liberation Army, which results in 
large number of civilians in eastern Burma fleeing to neighboring Thailand. 

The Presidency Declaration, issued on behalf of the EU on Thursday, calls on the Burmese army to 
ceasefire and request military operators to ensure the safety of civilians and to comply with international 
humanitarian and human rights law. 

“The EU is strongly concerned about the humanitarian situation of the thousands of newly displaced 
persons in Thailand,” said the declaration, affirming that the EU is ready to “provide more assistance 
where possible.” 

The declaration came following reports that a fresh offensive have been launched by the Burmese Army 
and its allies, Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA), a Karen splinter group, against the Karen 
National Liberation Army, an armed wing of the Karen National Union, Burma’s longest running armed 
resistant group. 

Sources at the Thai-Burmese border said, at least 3,500 Karen villagers have fled their homes in eastern 
Burma to Thailand, due the fresh military offensive launched against the KNLA by the Burmese Army 
since last week. 

The KNU said, the fresh offensive were part of the Burmese junta’s effort to eliminate the KNU, which is 
one of the largest armed groups that has no ceasefire agreement with the junta. 

David Takarpaw, vice-chairman of the KNU, earlier told Mizzima that the Junta is using their brother 
Karen in the DKBA, an armed group that broke away from the KNU, to fight against them. 

http://www.mizzima.com/news/world/2287-eu-concern-over-mounting-military-offensive-in-eastern-burma.html


While acknowledging the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Burma, the EU declaration said, 
“Generally, the authorities should refrain from seeking military solutions against the ethnic minorities; this 
only fosters instability, long-term divisions and hatred.” 

The EU instead, calls on the Junta to create necessary conditions that will allow the return of all refugees 
and to kick-start an “inclusive and time-bound process of political dialogue leading to national 
reconciliation.” 

-------------------- 

Thai villagers threatened in Karen offensive  
DVB – 12 June 2009 

A Burmese junta-backed militia group involved in the offensive against the Karen National Union near the 
Thai-Burma border has reportedly threatened to shell Thai villagers if they don’t supply them with food.  

Thousand of Karen have fled into Thailand over the past week following attacks by the government, 
backed by the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA), against the Karen National Union. 

Up to 6000 people are believed to have crossed into Thailand and are now holed up in makeshift camps 
along the border. 

Medical group the Free Burma Rangers (FBR) said yesterday that DKBA troops had threatened villagers 
in Thailand’s Noh Bo village with artillery bombardments unless they supply food to support them in their 
attack. 

The threat reportedly came on 8 June after the DKBA had begun shelling a location near to Noh Bo. 

“As far as I know this is an unusual threat to villagers actually in Thailand, [although] it’s not uncommon 
for [the DKBA] to demand food and supplies from villagers inside Thailand,” said a FBR spokesperson. 

Noh Bo is located across the border from Ler Per Har refugee camp in Karen state, which has been a 
focal point for artillery attacks from the Burmese army. This is not the first time Noh Bo has been 
attacked, said the FBR spokesperson. 

“I think people there are taking [the threat] seriously – [the DKBA] have the ability to do it and I guess 
people there are not seeing it as an idle threat,” he said.  

Yesterday three artillery shells fired by the Burmese army landed on Thai soil, although no injuries were 
reported. 

The crisis has attracted attention from both the United Nations and the European Union. 

The Czech EU president yesterday voiced “serious concern” about the fighting and called for an 
immediate ceasefire, stressing that "authorities should refrain from seeking military solutions against the 
ethnic minorities”. 

The UN has reportedly sent staff to the areas in Thailand where Karen villagers are seeking refuge. 

Reporting by Francis Wade  

-------------------- 

Burmese Migrant Workers Arrested in Malaysian Crack down   
Irrawaddy – 11 June 2009  

By Lawi Weng 

Malaysian authorities have arrested about 100 Burmese migrant workers in their latest crackdown on 
foreign labor. 

The arrested migrants include 50 Mon, according to Roi Mon, joint chairman of the Mon Refugee 
Organization. Twenty Karen are among the arrested Burmese, said Mahn Sein Than, chairman of the 
Karen Refugee Organization. 

http://english.dvb.no/news.php?id=2622
http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=15938


Hundreds of other Burmese migrants who escaped arrest have cut their working hours drastically 
because of fears of new raids. The current crackdown began on June 1. 

About 1,000 Burmese migrants work in restaurants and other businesses in one area alone of Kuala 
Lumpur’s Chinatown, in Petaling Street. 

Malaysian authorities have reportedly threatened restaurant owners in Petaling Street that their licenses 
will be cancelled if they are found to employ foreign workers. “There are longer any Burmese working in 
the restaurants there,” said Roi Mon.  

One Burmese woman, War Yu, said: Two of my friends had to return to Burma last week because they 
were laid off.” 

According to the Kuala Lumpur-based Burma Workers’ Rights Protection Committee, about 500,000 
Burmese migrants work in Malaysia, legally and illegally.  

The Malaysian government announced last December that the country no longer needs foreign labor and 
stepped up its efforts to deport migrant workers. 

Meanwhile, the Network of Action for Migrants in Malaysia and MAP Foundation in Thailand have called 
on the Malaysian and Thailand governments to protect the rights of Burmese migrants and ensure that 
migrants can exercise their labor, social, cultural, economic and political rights. 

The groups called in a joint statement, released yesterday, for a halt to unjust, discriminatory and 
unconstitutional policies on migrants. Burmese migrants were in a desperate situation because of the 
global economic crisis, they said. 

-------------------- 

Observers appreciate Goh’s blunt suggestions to Tha n Shwe   
Mizzima - 11 June 2009 

by Salai Pi Pi     

New Delhi – The Burmese military junta is likely to respond positively to suggestions by Singapore’s 
former Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong over Aung San Suu Kyi’s trial, Burmese analysts in exile said. 

Goh Chok Tong, according to reports, told Senior General Than Shwe, during his meeting in Naypyitaw, 
that the trial of Nobel Peace Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi’s is a domestic issue but has an international 
dimension. 

Besides, Goh Chok Tong, during the meeting, also warned Than Shwe that the regime’s ensuing election 
in 2010 could be disrupted if Aung San Suu Kyi continues to be  detained.   

Nyo Ohn Myint, in-charge of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the National League for Democracy – 
Liberated Area (NLD-LA) in exile on Thursday said the remarks made by Goh Chok Tong to Than Shwe 
on Aung San Suu Kyi’s case is yet another significant development. 

“Actually,  economic issues were the priority of his [Goh] visit but it is significant that he frankly spoke 
about Aung San Suu Kyi with Than Shwe,” Nyo Ohn Myint told Mizzima. 

Nyo Ohn Myint also expected that the Burmese regime will listen and respond positively to the suggestion 
of the former Singaporean Prime Minister, as Singapore has significant influence on the Burmese regime 
mainly on economic, education, technology and health sectors, especially as Burma is currently facing 
sanctions from the United States and European Union countries. 

“It would be very difficult for Senior General Than Shwe to reject his [Goh] suggestion,” said Nyo Ohn 
Myint. “They [the junta] might not respond immediately but when even their close friend does not agree 
with what they do, I think they will consider it,” he added. 

Win Min, a Burmese analyst based in Thailand also appreciated Goh’s open diplomatic talk with the 
Burmese military supremo while the regime continues to turn a deaf ear to the international outcry over 
the trial of Aung San Suu Kyi. 

http://mizzima.com/news/inside-burma/2284-observers-appreciate-gohs-blunt-suggestions-to-than-shwe.html


“Goh is also representing the ASEAN. I think Than Shwe will consider his suggestion,” said Win Min, 
referring to the 10-member Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) of which Burma and 
Singapore are members. 

“It is good to see that Goh openly talked with the Generals [the junta] about the matter relating to Aung 
San Suu Kyi’s trial where the regime is not paying heed to the pressure from the international 
community,” he added. 

Last month, ASEAN expressed its concern over the trial of Aung San Suu Kyi for allegedly giving shelter 
to an American man John William Yettaw who swam to her lake-side home and stayed there for two 
nights in early May. 

Singapore is the third largest investor in Burma after China and Thailand. Its investments are mainly in 
the areas of infrastructure such as construction of hotels, shipping and services. 

Goh, on third day of his visit to Burma, also travelled to Taunggyi, capital of Shan state in eastern Burma 
to promote tourism. 

“I don’t think, the junta will bluntly reject Goh’s suggestion as it is dependent on Singapore for economic 
reasons,” Win Min said. 

Nyo Ohn Myint also said that China, Singapore and ASEAN are the lifeline of the Burmese regime and 
are important for Burma as well. 

During his four-day visit to Burma, Goh also noted that the Burmese regime’s forthcoming election should 
be inclusive and Aung San Suu Kyi led NLD party should be allowed to participate in the national 
reconciliation process. 

Nyo Ohn Myint also said that Goh apparently cautioned Than Shwe and told him that the regime would 
face unnecessary challenge from the international community by refusing to respond to the calls to 
release Aung San Suu Kyi. 

“He [Goh] is fully aware of the political imbroglio in Burma. It seems he indirectly told Than Shwe that in 
order to initiate a political process, the election is necessary. However, without the opposition NLD, 
particularly Aung San Suu Kyi participating, it will be difficult to recognize the election result,” Nyo Ohn 
Myint said. 

-------------------- 

Climate change worsens disaster risks for poor-UN  
Reuters - 11 June 2009  

By Alister Doyle, Environment Correspondent 

BONN, Germany - Climate change will aggravate natural disasters and people in developing nations such 
as Dominica, Vanuatu, Myanmar and Guatemala are most at risk, a U.N.-backed study showed on 
Thursday. 

It urged governments to invest hundreds of billions of dollars to curb mounting impacts of hazards such 
as cyclones, floods, droughts, landslides, earthquakes and tsunamis. 

"Risk is ... felt most acutely by people living in poor rural areas and slums," U.N. Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon wrote in the report, issued on the sidelines of June 1-12 U.N. climate talks in Bonn working on a 
new treaty to combat global warming. 

"Climate change will magnify the uneven distribution of risk, skewing disaster impacts even further 
towards poor communities in developing countries," the Global Assessment Report on Disaster Risk 
Reduction said. 

Andrew Maskrey, lead author of the report, said that developing countries with big populations -- led by 
China, India, Bangladesh and Indonesia -- suffered the most fatalities from natural disasters. 

http://www.reuters.com/article/latestCrisis/idUSLB776371


"But you also have to look at it in relative terms -- the proportion of the population at risk," he told a news 
conference. By that yardstick, those at risk were "mainly small countries -- many small islands ... and 
small countries." 

The list was topped by Dominica in the Caribbean, Vanuatu in the Pacific along with Myanmar and 
Guatemala. 

AFRICAN 

In those nations, risks of an individual dying from cyclones, floods, earthquakes or landslides were close 
to one in 10,000 per year. The survey did not account for risks of droughts, which would have boosted 
hazards for African states. 

According to the report, the safest places to avoid natural disasters include Saudi Arabia, Oman, Belgium 
and Britain. 

"Wealthier countries are not immune, as bush fires in Australia reminded us so tragically at the start of 
this year," Ban wrote. 

"Risk is increasing globally even without climate change," the report said, largely because of a rising 
global population with people living in vulnerable areas such as flood plains. 

The number of people living in squatter settlement -- most exposed to risks such as storms or floods -- 
was 1 billion and rising by 25 million a year. 

Illustrating risks in developing nations, Maskrey said 17 times as many people died in the Philippines from 
cyclones than in Japan, even though the number of people living in vulnerable areas was similar. 

And he said governments should take more account of disaster planning. 

Converting mangroves into shrimp farms could make coasts more vulnerable to storm surges, he said. 
Draining wetlands to build houses curbs the ability of soils to regulate floods. Deforestation loosened soil 
and added to risks of landslides. 

Needed investments to disaster-proof economies totalled hundreds of billions of dollars, he told Reuters. 

"Often poor countries say 'we can't afford disaster risk reduction'," he said. His advice was "rather than 
build 100 schools which will fall down in the next cyclone or earthquake, build 80 to disaster risk 
standards." 

-------------------- 

Opinion & Analysis  

NEWS ANALYSIS: Where Pariah States Meet - By Wai Mo e 
Irrawaddy – 11 June 2009  

It is arguable whether democratic countries are currently working together in a spirit of cooperation to 
protect global human rights; however it is quite clear that two of the world’s pariah states are united in 
protecting each other’s interests. 

A case in point was the announcement on Wednesday in North Korea’s state-run mouthpiece, the Korean 
Central News Agency, which proclaimed that “a meeting, film show and photo exhibition were held in 
Myanmar and a news briefing and film show in Russia from June 1 to 3 ...” 

The article went on to say that both countries were hosting the events to mark the 45th anniversary of the 
date when leader Kim Jong Il joined the Central Committee of the ruling Workers’ Party of Korea (WPK). 

Despite the obscurity of the occasion, Htay Oo, the secretary-general of the Burmese junta’s loyal 
organization, the Union Solidarity and Development Association (USDA), addressed the assembled 
audience at the Burmese event, effusing: “One of the feats performed by Kim Jong Il in leading the Party 
and revolution to a shining victory, shouldering upon himself the destiny of the country and nation is that 
he has strengthened and developed the WPK into a guiding force of the Songun revolution,” according to 
the North Korean media.  

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=15942


“Songun” is North Korea's "Military First" policy that grants the Korean People's Army a leading role in the 
affairs of state and allocates national resources to the army before civilians. 

Apart from the slavish compliments bestowed on the Korean premier by the USDA leader, the other 
notable point about the announcement was that it was published one week late by the state press in 
North Korea, indicating that, perhaps, it had been held back to coincide with the date the United Nations 
Security Council announced it had agreed on more tightened sanctions against Pyongyang due to the 
country’s recent nuclear and missile testing.  

The draft of the resolution on North Korea also included calls on all UN member states to carry out 
inspections of North Korean ships that may be carrying equipment related to weapons of mass 
destruction and toincrease vigilance over financial dealings with Pyongyang.  

In the case of Burma’s military authorities, directives from the UN generally fall on deaf ears.  

The North Korean press was reminding the world that it still had one friend—even it was only basket-case 
Burma. 

Official diplomatic relations between Burma and North Korea were restored in April 2007 after a political 
row some 14 years before when Burma cut diplomatic ties with Pyongyang following the assassination on 
Burmese soil of four members of a South Korean delegation, including the deputy prime minister, under 
the government of President Chun Doo Hwan.  

Although the two countries shook hands in 2007, Burma experts say the junta has enjoyed military 
relations with the North Korean regime since the early 2000s when the Koreans provided the junta bunker 
and tunnel technology, as well as truck-mounted, multiple rocket launchers and surface-to-air missiles.  

“North Korean technicians have helped them [the Burmese junta] construct underground facilities where 
they can survive any threats from their own people as well as the outside world,” wrote Bertil Lintner, a 
Swedish journalist who has written on Burma for many years, adding that an extensive network of 
underground installation was built near the Burmese junta’s remote capital, Naypyidaw.  

“It is not known if the tunnels are linked to Burma’s efforts to develop nuclear technology—in which the 
North Koreans allegedly are active as well,” he noted.  

Kavi Chongkittavorn of Thailand’s The Nation newspaper has also said that the Burmese military regime 
were developing bunker and tunnel warfare and that the materials were provided by the North Koreans. 

According to Burmese military sources, the ruling generals have stated at meetings with senior officials 
that, in reference to the Pyongyang model, if Burma had nuclear weapons, then powerful countries could 
not threaten them.   

On Sunday, the press in North Korea scrambled to bring home the headlines that Kim Jong Il is likely to 
elect his youngest son, Kim Jong-un, to succeed him as the next head of the communist state. 

Two days later, the Burmese state-run-media published a news report about the Burmese leader Snr-Gen 
Than Shwe’s favorite grandson opening a school canteen in Rangoon.  

The word in the street in both Burma and North Korea is that the leaders want their rule to become a 
dynasty. 

-------------------- 

News - ASSK 

Myanmar's Suu Kyi tells lawyers to push appeal  
AP – 11 June 2009 

YANGON, Myanmar — Lawyers for jailed opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi filed an appeal Thursday 
to Myanmar's High Court to reinstate two key defense witnesses in a case that could put her in prison for 
five years. 

The High Court will hold a hearing June 17 to decide whether to allow the appeal, said Nyan Win. 

http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5gs16E0Y8T8w9Edy1yiDa2nXqxwkwD98OASD00


Suu Kyi gave her legal team instructions to pursue a second appeal during a 1 1/2-hour Wednesday 
meeting at Insein Prison, where she is being held while on trial for allegedly violating the terms of her 
house arrest, he said. 

The lawyer accused the government of trying to pressure Suu Kyi's defense team, saying that the wife of 
lawyer Hla Myo Myint who worked as a civil servant was suddenly dismissed from her job Tuesday. 

"No reason or explanation was given for the dismissal. This clearly shows that there is no rule of law," 
Nyan Win said. The dismissal could not be immediately confirmed because government offices are not 
allowed to speak to the media. 

Suu Kyi is charged with violating terms of her house arrest because an uninvited American man swam 
secretly to her closely guarded lakeside home last month and stayed two days. 

It is widely expected that the 63-year-old Nobel laureate will be found guilty, because courts in Myanmar 
are known for handing out harsh sentences to political dissidents. 

The hearing has drawn outrage from the international community and Suu Kyi's local supporters, who say 
the military government is using the bizarre incident as an excuse to keep the pro-democracy leader 
detained through next year's elections. 

President Barack Obama's choice for the top U.S. diplomat in East Asia said the outcome of Suu Kyi's 
trial would be a major consideration as Washington considered relaxing its long-standing policy of 
isolation against Myanmar. 

Kurt Campbell told U.S. lawmakers at his Senate confirmation hearing that Myanmar's heavy-handed 
treatment of Suu Kyi hindered any effort to change course and engage the junta. 

He said the junta's trial of Suu Kyi was "deeply, deeply concerning, and it makes it very difficult to move 
forward." 

The District Court trying Suu Kyi had allowed only one of four defense witnesses to take the stand. On 
appeal, the Yangon Divisional Court on Tuesday ruled that a second witness could be heard. 

But two senior members of Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy party remain barred from giving 
testimony. 

Suu Kyi "told us to see it through to the end as the ruling is legally wrong," Nyan Win said. 

It was not clear if another appeal, which could cause further delays in the proceedings, would be 
accepted. Closing arguments that had originally been scheduled for June 1 were postponed by the court 
without explanation until June 5 and were delayed again by the first appeal for more witnesses. 

Since at least one extra witness now must be heard, no new date has yet been set for closing arguments. 

Nyan Win said Tuesday that he did not expect a verdict for at least two more weeks. 

The uninvited American visitor, John Yettaw of Missouri, and two women who live with Suu Kyi are being 
tried on the same charge. 

Suu Kyi's party won the country's last elections in 1990 but was not allowed to take power by the military, 
which has run the country since 1962. She has been under house arrest for more than 13 of the past 19 
years. 

-------------------- 

Suu Kyi ‘will not accept’ lawyer disqualification  
DVB - 11 June 2009 

The lawyers of Aung San Suu Kyi are deciding whether to take to a higher court an appeal to allow her 
remaining two defence witnesses to testify in her trial, follow dismay from Suu Kyi at the disqualification.  

Last month the Burmese court disqualified three of Suu Kyi’s witnesses for unspecified reasons, leaving 
her with just one. The prosecution team was allowed to call 14 witnesses. 

Following an appeal by her lawyers, the court on Tuesday readmitted one more witness. 

http://www.dvb.no/english/news.php?id=2615


The four lawyers for Suu Kyi yesterday met with her and her two caretakers, who are also on trial, inside 
Rangoon’s Insein prison where she is being held. 

“We mainly discussed the case of her two witnesses who remained disqualified by a decision from the 
divisional court,” said lawyer Nyan Win. 

“Daw Aung San Suu Kyi said she wouldn’t accept the decision as it was legally wrong and urged us to go 
further [with the appeal].” 

Suu Kyi also reportedly expressed frustration at the court barring people from carrying out maintenance 
on her house, where she was kept under house arrest prior to her trial, despite the order that barred visits 
to the house being lifted last month. 

“The security guards at the check point near her house said they still haven’t received order from their 
supervisors to allow people to go in,” he said. 

“Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was very unhappy to hear that; she said it was very unfair and unlawful.” 

Reporting by Naw Say Phaw  

-------------------- 

Suu Kyi trial clouds Myanmar cyclone aid effort  
Reuters – 10 June 2009 

BANGKOK - Myanmar's trial of opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi will hurt international efforts to help 
the army-ruled country's recovery from the devastation of Cyclone Nargis, donors said on Wednesday.  

The donors, which include the U.S., Britain, European Commission and Japan, have told the Association 
of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) they are concerned about the trial, and to expect delays in the 
delivery of aid.  

"(The trial) has not helped the enthusiasm of their constituencies to engage more actively and more fully," 
ASEAN secretary-general Surin Pitsuwan told reporters after a meeting with donors in Bangkok.  

Suu Kyi, 63, faces three to five years in prison if found guilty of breaching terms of her house arrest by 
allowing an American intruder to stay for two days after he swam to her home on May 4.  

Cyclone Nargis battered the former Burma in May 2008, leaving 140,000 dead and 2.4 million destitute, 
with the Irrawaddy Delta worst affected.  

Aid groups and diplomats in Myanmar were optimistic that humanitarian operations would increase, but 
donors said Suu Kyi's trial could derail fundraising efforts.  

"Some activists were already skeptical about providing humanitarian aid to Burma ... and the U.N. was 
having difficulty raising sufficient funds," said Harn Yawnghwe, executive director of the Brussels-based 
Euro-Burma Office.  

"Now, it will, politically speaking, be even more difficult. Anyone proposing more humanitarian aid will face 
strong political opposition in their home countries," he told Reuters.  

A conviction for the Nobel laureate is widely expected and would further isolate one of the world's most 
secretive regimes.  

Since Suu Kyi's arrest, U.S. President Barack Obama has renewed sanctions and the European Union is 
considering increasing restrictions on the regime.  

AID DEBATE  

International aid has not flowed easily to Myanmar, with critics arguing it would bolster the ruling generals, 
the latest in an unbroken line of military rulers since 1962.  

Aid workers are concerned the regime's latest crackdown on Suu Kyi, who has spent more than 13 of the 
past 19 years in detention, will make it harder to secure aid commitments.  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/06/10/AR2009061001092.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/world/countries/greatbritain.html?nav=el
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/world/countries/japan.html?nav=el


Myanmar already receives scant overseas development assistance, a meager $2.85 per head compared 
with nearly $50 for Sudan and neighboring Laos.  

One in 10 people live below the poverty line in Myanmar, where the regime spends only $0.70 per person 
on healthcare annually.  

It has one of the highest rates of tuberculosis in the world and a third of all children under 5 are 
malnourished.  

"It would be really silly to penalize the people of this country for actions taken by the current military 
regime," said Andrew Kirkwood, country director for Save The Children UK.  

Aung Naing Oo, an exiled Myanmar activist, said now is the time for the outside world to provide more 
aid, not less.  

"It's the junta they want to isolate but the economy, education, social needs and healthcare are all 
affected in the process," he said.  

-------------------- 

Suu Kyi Trial Complicates US Burma Policy Review   
Irrawaddy – 11 June 2009  

By Lalit K Jha  

WASHINGTON — The Obama Administration is finding it difficult to move forward in engaging Burma 
because of the trial of Aung San Suu Kyi, Obama’s choice for top diplomat in East Asia said on 
Wednesday. 

“The recent events with Aung San Suu Kyi are just deeply, deeply concerning, and it makes it very 
difficult going forward,” said Kurt Campbell, the Obama nominee for assistant secretary of state for East 
Asian and Pacific Affairs, told US lawmakers during his confirmation hearing. 

“We're in the midst of a very sensitive review,” he said. “We are looking at the situation of the trial and 
what the junta is considering going forward.  It will play into our review.” Campbell appeared before the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 

Referring to a statement made by Secretary of State Hillary Clinton during her maiden tour to Asia this 
year, Campbell said, “What she said out in the region stands for itself.  I think she was very clear about 
what—the approach the administration has taken.  And as a general practice, we're prepared to reach 
out, not just in Burma but in other situations as well.”  

When asked about the administration’s view on the 2010 Burmese elections, Campbell said: “Well, some 
of the discussions that we have had to date surround whether recent actions of the junta are designed to 
create a different domestic context for the upcoming 2010 elections. The truth is that we have an 
embassy there, we have sources of information.”   

“I think at the current juncture, given that I'm unconfirmed and that I am not privy to some of the most 
sensitive deliberations, I would simply say that we are looking closely at all developments inside Burma, 
and this is very high on Clinton’s list of issues in Southeast Asia.” 

He termed it as “hypothetical” to assume that “Burma would honor the items that are in its proposed 
constitution, which move, however imperfectly, toward a multi-party system and open elections.” 

Observing that the developments inside Burma have implications for Suu Kyi's party, Campbell said: “All I 
can tell you is that I think in the past there has been a determination that not much could be done; let us 
live with our sanctions.  I think there is a very high-level degree of interest in seeing what is possible 
going forward and a deep sense of disappointment in the recent steps that the junta's taken towards Aung 
San Suu Kyi.” 

In remarks before the committee, Sen James Webb said for the number of years he has advocated a 
different approach in Burma.  

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=15923


“I have had some good discussions with Sec Clinton about this over the past couple of years, before she 
became secretary of State and afterwards.  Aung San Suu Kyi's ongoing trial is the latest incident in a 
cycle that's been virtually unchanged for 60 years, actually, not 20, as some people comment.”   

In that time, particularly over the past 10 years, the United States' ability to influence events in Burma has 
steadily waned. Businesses, NGOs, government groups have been ousted, he argued.   

“Meanwhile, other countries, not only China but most notably China, are more engaged than ever, with 
infrastructure projects, mineral resources. China just signed a large oil deal,” he pointed out.   

“On the one hand, I would like to say very clearly, as someone who has advocated a different approach, 
the situation presently with Aung San Suu Kyi is unacceptable to any of us who have advocated varying 
approaches with respect to Burma.  But on the other, we need to look at a different way of doing things,” 
Webb said. 

Earlier in his prepared statement, Campbell said the people of Burma deserve better than what they now 
have.  

“As secretary Clinton said in Jakarta, neither our sanctions-based approach nor Asean’s engagement 
approach have worked, so the Administration is reviewing policy options with the goal of finding more 
effective ways to encourage dialogue among the military, the opposition, and the ethnic nationalities, 
release of political prisoners and broad-based reform,” he said.  

“The recent actions by the Burmese Junta against Aung San Suu Kyi are deeply troubling, and we are 
factoring these developments into our ongoing policy review,” he said.  

“While I cannot prejudge the outcome of the policy review, I can say that my approach— if confirmed—will 
be to engage widely with Congress, with our partners in the region, and with people who know Burma in 
order to come up with practical, realistic ideas on how we can best encourage Burma to move in a more 
positive direction,” Campbell said. 

-------------------- 

Indian PM urged to secure Suu Kyi’s release   
Mizzima - 10 June 2009 

New Delhi - More than one-hundred Indian Members of Parliament (MP) on Wednesday called on Prime 
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh to press Burma's military regime to release Nobel Peace Laureate Aung 
San Suu Kyi and restore democracy to the country. 

One-hundred eighteen Indian MPs joined the petition initiated by the Indian Parliamentarians Forum for 
Democracy in Burma (IPFDB), urging Manmohan Singh to secure the release of Aung San Suu Kyi and 
support the reinstatement of democratic governance in Burma. 

“We strongly call on the Indian government to intervene in the current situation to urge upon the Burmese 
generals through all possible diplomatic and other demarches to release Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and 
impress upon the regime in respecting democratic principles,” said Abani Roy, Member of India’s Upper 
House of Parliament, in a press conference held at the Indian Women Press Corp. on Wednesday. 

Abani Roy added, “As the largest democracy and good neighbor, we have a moral obligation to rescue 
her [Aung San Suu Kyi] and the country from the devastation.” 

The call of the Indian MPs comes as India's government has remained silent for the past month regarding 
Aung San Suu Kyi’s ongoing trial, while other members of the international community including the 
United Nations, United States, European Union and Association of Southeast Asia Nations have 
expressed their concerns and called for the immediate release of Suu Kyi and political reform in the 
troubled Southeast Asian nation. 

Sharad Joshi (MP), co-convener of IPFDB, also urged India's National Congress party, recently returned 
to power by voters, to review its soft approach to the military regime as its silence over the suffering of the 
Burmese people has only served to make the regime more aggressive.   

http://www.mizzima.com/news/regional/2278-indian-pm-urged-to-secure-suu-kyis-release.html


“We understand that the military regime in Burma currently headed by General Than Shwe continues to 
pose a threat to the lives and liberties of hundreds of thousands of innocent people in Burma,” MPs told 
Manmohan Singh in their petition letter. 

Indian MPs also reminded the Indian government that an inclusive political process and free and fair 
elections in 2010 will not occur if the regime continues to detain Aung San Suu Kyi along with the more 
than 2,100 other political prisoners. 

Dr. Tint Shwe, Information Minister of the exile-based National Coalition Government of the Union of 
Burma (NCGUB), further articulated in a press conference today that India's government should not only 
engage with the Burmese regime but should also reach out to the Burmese pro-democracy movement as 
well. 

-------------------- 

Japanese Parliamentarians critical of Burma policy   
Mizzima - 10 June 2009 

by Mungpi     

New Delhi - The ongoing trial against opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi has attracted the attention of 
Japanese Parliamentarians, raising questions regarding Japan’s stance on Burma. 

At least 70 Japanese Parliamentarians on Wednesday urged the government to push for a six-party type 
of talks – a-la-North Korea – concerning Burma, inclusive of regional countries and China. The 
Parliamentarians say Japan must kick-start the process in order to ensure genuine change comes to the 
militarily-ruled Southeast Asian nation. 

Dr. Min Nyo, a representative of the National Council of the Union of Burma, an exile opposition umbrella 
group, said Japanese Diet (Parliament) members have of late responded to events unfolding in Burma 
and would much regret if the junta sentences Aung San Suu Kyi to yet another spell of detention. 

“There were a lot of questions from the Parliamentarians both from the ruling and opposition parties on 
the events in Burma and in relation to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s trial,” said Dr. Min Nyo, referring to an 
emergency meeting of the Japanese Diet members concerning the freedom of Aung San Suu Kyi 
conducted on Wednesday. 

He said the meeting was led by the Union of Japanese Diet Members for the support of Democracy in 
Burma (GIREN) and drew the participation of leaders from the Japanese Labor Union as well as the 
Director of the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the main body responsible for shaping Japan’s 
Burma policy. 

Traditionally, Japan has maintained a quiet diplomacy with the Burmese military junta, often refusing to 
publicly condemn the junta while still citing concern over events transpiring in the conflict-stricken country. 

“But today, Parliamentarians and other leaders of the Labor Union have asked the Director of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs to take note of their concern and to push the government for stronger action,” Dr. Min 
Nyo emphasized. 

Japan is the largest donor country in terms of providing humanitarian aid in the form of emergency health 
projects, training and technological assistance to Burma. 

Following the latest charges leveled against Aung San Suu Kyi, the Japanese Foreign Ministry issued 
three unilateral statements and a joint statement. In all the unilateral statements, Japan acknowledged 
that the trial of Aung San Suu Kyi is an internal affair but expressed its hope that the junta’s 2010 election 
will be well received by the international community. 

Yuki Akimoto, director of the Burma Information Network-Japan, said Japan’s policy vis-à-vis Burma is to 
endorse the junta’s roadmap to democracy and support the 2010 election, so that it can fully engage with 
Burma without restrictions on aid or investment. 

“Therefore, probably the best case scenario for Japan is for the 2010 elections to be held reasonably 
‘well’ so that no one will object to Japan increasing aid and generally resuming normal relations with 
Burma,” Akimoto conjectured. 

http://mizzima.com/news/regional/2282-japanese-parliamentarians-critical-of-burma-policy.html


Akimoto said Japan is also concerned about the growing Chinese influence in Burma and the Mekong 
region in general, which is why it is now planning to host a Japan-Mekong summit, including Burma and 
excluding China, later this year. 

After the death of Japanese photojournalist Kenji Nagai in Rangoon during the September 2007 uprising, 
the Japanese government threatened to terminate its humanitarian aid to Burma. 

“Following the death of Kenji Nagai Japan sent an envoy but the issue remained unaddressed,” Dr. Min 
Nyo added. 

But he said the latest events regarding the plight of Aung San Suu Kyi have provoked the interest of 
many Parliamentarians. 

“The Parliamentarians said if Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is sentenced, the Japanese government must act to 
push for substantive change in Burma by introducing a six-party talk that will include countries influential 
to Burma,” he expounded.  

-------------------- 

News - Other 

Obama nominee indicates possible change on Myanmar  
AP – 10 June 2009  

By Foster Klug  

WASHINGTON— President Barack Obama's choice as top U.S. diplomat for East Asia said Wednesday 
that the United States is interested in easing its long-standing policy of isolation against military-run 
Myanmar. 

Kurt Campbell, however, told U.S. lawmakers at his Senate confirmation hearing that Myanmar's heavy-
handed treatment of detained democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi hinders any U.S. effort to change 
course and engage the ruling junta in Myanmar, also called Burma. 

"As a general practice, we're prepared to reach out, not just in Burma but in other situations as well," 
Campbell said. 

But, he said, the junta's trial this week of Suu Kyi on charges that could put her in prison for five years is 
"deeply, deeply concerning, and it makes it very difficult to move forward." 

Expectations are that the 63-year-old Nobel laureate will be found guilty by a court known for handing out 
harsh sentences for political dissidents. 

The outcome of Suu Kyi's trial, Campbell said, will be a major consideration as the Obama administration 
reviews U.S. policy on Myanmar. 

The United States has traditionally relied heavily on tough sanctions meant to force the generals to 
respect human rights and release thousands of imprisoned political activists. Those sanctions are widely 
supported among both senior Democratic and Republican lawmakers. 

Campbell emphasized that greater engagement with Myanmar would not mean the removal of sanctions. 

But his comments indicate that the State Department is seriously considering a change in policy. 

While Campbell has not yet been confirmed as assistant secretary of state for East Asia, he is close to 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton. Campbell said he has had intense talks with Clinton about 
how best to bring about change in Myanmar, which has been ruled by the military since 1962. 

He also said that previous U.S. policy on Myanmar had "not borne fruit." 

"In the past, there has been a determination that, 'Not much can be done, let's live with our sanctions,'" 
Campbell said. "I think there's a very high-level degree of interest in seeing what's possible going forward, 
and a deep sense of disappointment in the recent steps that the junta has taken toward Aung San Suu 
Kyi." 

http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5iyZ1XCieYymY3Pr9iQA2yt5hVwxAD98O0FC81


Campbell's comments came in response to repeated questions from the Senate Foreign Relations Asia 
subcommittee's Democratic chairman, Sen. Jim Webb, who suggested that "affirmative engagement" 
would bring about the most change in Myanmar. 

It has been 19 years since Suu Kyi's party won a landslide victory at the ballot box but was prevented 
from taking office. She has been detained without trial for more than 13 of the past 19 years, including the 
last six. 

Suu Kyi is on trial for allegedly violating the rules of her house arrest. 

-------------------- 

UN staff sent to assess Karen refugees   
DVB – 10 June 2009 

The United Nations has sent its staff to five sites along the Thai-Burma border where Karen villagers have 
stationed themselves after fleeing a Burmese army offensive against the Karen National Union. 

Following a series of offensives over the past week by Burmese government troops against the KNU, up 
to 6,400 Karen villagers, many of whom are women and children, have now fled into Thailand. 

Reports have emerged of Burmese troops shelling the populous Ler Per Har refugee camp in Burma’s 
eastern state, while the junta-allied Democratic Karen Buddhist Army have allegedly being forcibly 
recruiting Karen villagers to act as army porters. 

According to the Karen Human Rights Group, some are being forced to walk in front of army patrols as 
minesweepers. 

A spokesperson for the UN High Commissioner on Refugees, William Spindler, said yesterday that staff 
had been sent to a villages and a cave in northern Thailand where villagers were hiding.  

In one case, he said, villagers were holed up in a cave “accessible only by river and by a 40-minute climb 
up a steep mountain which is very slippery right now because it is raining heavily”. 

A number of those who had fled were from the Ler Per Har camp, home to refugees of Burma’s internal 
conflict. 

“Most of the new arrivals say they want to stay as close to their villages as possible in order to go home 
quickly once the situation calms down because they left cattle behind and because it is time to begin 
planting rice,” Spindler said. 

The conflict between the KNU and the Burmese government began in 1948 and is thought to be the 
world’s longest running. 

Several attempts at building a ceasefire agreement have taken place but so far without success.  

Reporting by Francis Wade  

-------------------- 

Burmese shells land on Thai soil  
DVB – 11 June 2009 

Artillery shells fired by the Burmese army in its ongoing offensive against the Karen National Union have 
reportedly landed on Thai soil, as fighting steps up near to the border. 

The Burmese army, backed up by the junta-allied Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA), began their 
offensive against the Karen National Union’s (KNU) armed wing, the Karen National Liberation Army 
(KNLA), on 2 June. 

Around 6000 Karen villagers have fled across the Thai border since fighting began, with some holed-up in 
remote caves. 

A KNLA lieutenant Seth John told DVB that three artillery shells fired by the Burmese army landed in Mae 
Thari village in Thailand with no reported injuries. 

http://www.dvb.no/english/news.php?id=2614
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According to the KNLA, around 40 government troops have been injured so far, while the DKBA claim 10 
fighters from the KNLA have been injured.  

Pho Alsho, a resident from Mae The village in Burma said that every villager had fled into Thailand since 
the fight started. 

“There were about 100 households in our village; everyone is now in Thailand as we fear the Burmese 
army was using us as porters for their offence,” said Pho Alsho. 

Earlier this week the Karen Human Rights Group reported that villagers were being forcibly recruited to 
act as government army porters or to walk in front of troop patrols as minesweepers. 

The National Democratic Front (NDF), a coalition of exiled Burmese opposition groups, released a 
statement yesterday strongly denouncing the Burmese junta’s offensive against “innocent Karen 
civilians”. 

Phone Kyaw, secretary of the NDF said that the Burmese government, despite knowing that their attack 
was having direct and severe effects on Karen villagers, was carrying on regardless. 

“This is a crime against humanity – people have to flee their villages while many of them were injured,” 
said Phone Kyaw. 

A number of those who have fled were from the populous Ler Per Har refugee camp in Karen state.  

The United Nations said yesterday that it had sent staff to locations inside Thailand where villagers had 
fled to. 

Reporting by Naw Noreen  

-------------------- 

Burmese migrants in Thailand and Malaysia demand eq ual rights   
Mizzima - 10 June 2009 

by Usa Pichai     

Chiang Mai – Burmese migrants working in Thailand and Malaysia have released a joint statement on the 
impact of the global economic crisis on Burmese migrant workers, urging relevant governments to 
address their concerns. 

Burmese migrants, support groups, trade union leaders, human rights activists and lawyers from Thailand 
and Malaysia noted in a statement released on Tuesday following a conference in Bangkok that the Thai 
and Malaysian governments’ response to the situation of migrant workers affected by the economic crisis 
has not been comprehensive, failing to provide adequate protection for workers. 

“Migrant workers are not even included in these [economic assistance] programs and are thus expected 
to deal with the impact of the economic crisis by themselves,” according to the release. 

“Employers must not use the economic crisis as an excuse to dismiss workers or close down factories 
without adequate notice to the workers,” added the group. 

They also noted that employers currently fail to adequately compensate migrant workers, calling for the 
establishment of a mechanism to ensure just compensation in addition to appealing for equal access to 
programs aimed at lessening hardship stemming from the economic crisis. 

Specifically, the group seeks the abolition of Malaysia’s ‘Foreign Workers First Out’ principle – a policy 
necessitating migrant workers lose their jobs before local workers in times of crisis regardless of time on 
the job.    

Burmese migrants in both Malaysia and Thailand have also reported accidents in the workplace due to 
sub-standard occupational health and safety standards and enforcement. 

“The governments of Thailand and Malaysia should ensure that employers do not take shortcuts on 
matters concerning health and safety of workers and facilitate migrants’ access to the legal mechanisms 
to receive compensation when accidents do occur,” argues the consortium. 

http://www.mizzima.com/news/regional/2281-burmese-migrants-in-thailand-and-malaysia-demand-equal-rights.html


Further, due to the undocumented status of many parents, migrant children often have difficulty in 
accessing education. As a result, the group calls for the governments of both countries to support the 
education of migrant children in both formal and non-formal education systems. 

The group is additionally concerned for those migrants lacking official status or without full status. In such 
an atmosphere, without proper protective mechanisms in place, it is said migrants can be subjected to the 
arbitrary decisions or desires of employers and governments alike. 

Because of their lack of protection, migrants face an increased risk of arrest, detention and deportation. 
“We are deeply concerned about the recent reports of deaths of migrants in detention in Malaysia, deaths 
which could have been avoided with proper access to health care,” stipulate the aggrieved. 

The statement concluded by calling for the Association of Southeast Asian Nations and its constituent 
parts to abandon their constructive engagement policy toward the Burmese regime which, they contend, 
serves merely to prolong the injustice in Burma. 

The joint declaration followed the second Two Destinations One Origin Conference organized by the MAP 
Foundation (Thailand), Workers Hub for Change (WH4C) and Network of Action for Migrants in Malaysia 
(NAMM).  

-------------------- 

Goh’s Comments Significant   
Irrawaddy – 10 June 2009 

By Wai Moe  

Former Singaporean Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong told junta leader Snr-Gen Than Shwe that Suu Kyi’s 
trial had “an international dimension to the matter, which Myanmar [Burma] should not ignore.” 

According to Channel News Asia, Goh’s comments came during a meeting with Than Shwe in Naypyidaw 
on Tuesday, adding to the diplomatic pressure on the Burmese junta over pro-democracy leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi’s trial. 

Win Tin, one of the leaders of Burma’s main opposition party, the National League for Democracy (NLD), 
said he welcomed the Senior Minister of Singapore’s comments on Burma’s political crisis.  

“I want to say that Mr Goh Chok Tong’s trip is a good diplomatic approach. I appreciate his trip and his 
comments on Burmese politics,” he told The Irrawaddy on Wednesday.  

He said Goh’s trip is significant because Singapore is the country that has attempted to drag the isolated 
Burmese regime into the international community through its “constructive engagement policy.” 

Singapore is also one of biggest investors in Burma and supported Burma’s membership with the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) in 1997.  

Win Tin said he hopes Goh noted the wrongdoings of the junta in Burma and suggested ways to alleviate 
the suffering in the country.  

Commenting on the potential for an all-inclusive process in Burmese politics, Win Tin said he believes 
that the term “all-inclusive” should mean not only in respect of elections, but also an all-inclusive process 
in all political issues in Burma.  

He also said that elections are important in the democratization process, but that the regime must review 
the constitution alongside opposition parties.  

According to Channel News Asia, the Burmese leadership responded to Goh’s comments by noting that 
“the opposition [in Burma] needs to recognize that the military plays a pivotal role in the reconciliation 
process.” 

Win Tin told The Irrawaddy that the junta’s comments were untrue, as the NLD has always stated that it 
recognizes the military’s role.  

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=15920


Goh, one of Asia’s most prominent statesmen and currently Senior Member of the Singaporean 
government, is in Burma at the invite of Burmese Prime Minister Gen Thein Sein who visited the city-state 
in March 2009.  

However, Burma analysts said Goh would use Singapore’s strong position in Asean to push concerns 
about the political situation in Burma.   

Larry Jagan, a British journalist in Bangkok who specializes in Burmese issues, told The Irrawaddy on 
Wednesday that although Goh visited Burma as the Singaporean Senior Minister, he could informally act 
as an envoy on behalf of Asean to tell Than Shwe face-to-face what Asean members think about the 
criminal trial of Suu Kyi and the Burmese political situation.  

“Goh Chok Tong is a senior politician within Asean. He is someone that Than Shwe has high regard for. 
So, he has the kind of stature that is needed as someone who can go to talk with Than Shwe frankly,” 
Jagan said.   

“What he told Than Shwe is more his personal view than Asean’s view,” he added. “But his concerns 
[about the trial and the political crisis in Burma] are shared by most Asean leaders.”  

Singapore is one of the Burmese regime’s most important diplomatic relatives and trading partners. 
Burma experts suspect millions of dollars of the generals’ and their cronies’ money are in Singaporean 
banks.  

The Burmese junta, who is under sanctions from the United States and the European Union, has 
attempted to trade with the world through Singapore, experts say.  

The former British island colony also serves as a hospice and retreat for Burma’s ruling generals, 
including Than Shwe, the late Gen Soe Win and the late Lt-Gen Maung Bo.  

Military affairs also play a role in the two countries’ relationship. Burmese military experts have claimed 
that the Burmese junta has bought warfare material from the Singaporean government in the past.  

Analysts have said Goh’s trip is quite significant as a diplomatic approach, because he was able to meet 
with Than Shwe who earlier this year rebuffed Ibrahim Gambari, the UN special envoy to Burma.  

Debbie Stothard of Alternative Asean Network on Burma said Asean leaders are now showing their 
concerns over the ongoing political process in the country.  

“But just one trip is nothing as far as diplomatic efforts for change in Burma are  concerned,” she said, 
adding, “Asean should push continuously. Burma issues are now a problem for Asean.” 

-------------------- 

Myanmar: education sector urgently needs funding bo ost, says UN  
UN News Centre - 10 June 2009  

Greater support for the educational sector in Myanmar is an urgent priority, a senior United Nations relief 
official said at a donors meeting, calling for more resources in the country’s schools, many of which were 
destroyed by last year’s devastating Cyclone Nargis. 

“The international community should increase its efforts, in cooperation with the Government of Myanmar 
and local organizations, in order to promote quality education for all children and youth,” said Bishow 
Parajuli, the UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator, said at yesterday’s gathering in Yangon. 

He urged heads of diplomatic missions, UN agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to 
shape educational policy in Myanmar by actively engaging with the Government and directing funds to 
schools in order to help achieve the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) of universal primary education. 

Mr. Parajuli noted that there are shortages of learning material and qualified teachers and that 
opportunities for further education or vocational training for dropout students are limited, stressing that 
efforts should be made to reach all out-of-school children. 

Participants at meeting also visited several villages in the Ayeyarwady Delta to see first-hand the 
progress made in rebuilding Government and Monastic schools, training teachers and establishing 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=31088&Cr=myanmar&Cr1=
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community based early childhood care and development centres, as well as a observing children in 
overcrowded classrooms with nothing but plastic sheeting on the walls. 

“Over half a million children in the affected areas have benefited from education support, since Cyclone 
Nargis destroyed and damaged over 4000 schools of which 1,255 completely collapsed,” said UN 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Deputy Representative Juanita Vasquez. 

“More efforts are required to increase education opportunities to children not only in the delta, but also in 
the rest of the country,” added Ms. Vasquez, who accompanied the field trip. 

So far, 1,400 schools in the delta have been repaired in the bid to rebuild all the destroyed schools by 
April 2011 with permanent structures designed to reduce the risk of potential future disasters. According 
to the Post-Nargis Recovery and Preparedness plan (PONREPP), some $157 million is needed by the 
education sector over the next three years. 

 -------------------- 

Opinion & Analysis  

NEWS ANALYSIS: Why Burma’s Generals Fear the Lady o f the Lake - By Larry Jagan   
Irrawaddy – 11 June 2009  

Burma’s pro-democracy leader, Aung San Suu Kyi, is expected to be sentenced to five years in jail when 
her secret trial in Insein Prison draws to an end later this month. The country’s military rulers are expected 
to put her in solitary confinement in a house that is currently being built inside the Ye Mon military camp, 
located on the outskirts of the former capital, Rangoon.  

The country’s political heroine and Nobel Peace Prize laureate has already spent 14 of the last 20 years 
in detention. She was first arrested in July 1989 and remained under house arrest for six years. Since 
then, she has been incarcerated in her home on several occasions for shorter periods. She has just 
completed another six years under house arrest.  

But in this latest episode, she is charged with breaking the conditions of her current house arrest because 
of the visit of a deranged American Vietnam War veteran, John William Yettaw, who allegedly swam 
across the lake to her back door. 

Many opposition politicians fear that the regime is motivated by only one concern: to ensure that Suu Kyi 
cannot disrupt their planned elections next year.  

“The junta fears Aung San Suu Kyi and wants to keep her locked up forever,” said Zin Linn, a spokesman 
for the Burmese opposition abroad. “They especially do not want her to be free to campaign during the 
elections.”   

But the fears of Burma’s military rulers, especially the top boss, Snr-Gen Than Shwe, are far greater than 
that. What they cannot accept is entering a real political dialogue with the opposition leader and her pro-
democracy party, the National League for Democracy (NLD). For that would mean making concessions, 
something the military rulers cannot contemplate. 

“We can never make concessions, as that would be tantamount to surrendering,” former spy chief and 
prime minister, Gen Khin Nyunt, warned Suu Kyi in a letter not long before he was purged by Than Shwe. 

The generals know that while they may be the masters on the battlefield, they are inept in the civilian 
arena, and no match for the Lady. When it comes to political affairs, Suu Kyi is the supreme strategist. 
She understands completely that what is needed to resolve Burma’s current political deadlock and 
economic stagnation is genuine dialogue.  

Even in the midst of her current crisis, Suu Kyi, in her own way, renewed her call for dialogue when she 
told three diplomats from Russia, Singapore and Thailand who were allowed to see her in the first week 
of the trial that maybe something good could still come out of this unfortunate incident.  

This was a clear appeal to the junta—sitting in secret seclusion in their bunker-capital north of Rangoon—
to start a meaningful political dialogue with the pro-democracy parties and the country’s ethnic groups. 
They can throw me in jail or keep me locked up for as long as they like, provided they start a genuine 
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dialogue, she has often said—and that was what she told me when I saw her last in March 2003, in 
Rangoon, a few weeks before her fateful trip upcountry.  

She has always, in a self-effacing way, made it clear that her struggle is that of the Burmese people as a 
whole—not one for personal power. When her husband Michael Aris and their two sons accepted the 
Nobel Peace Prize on her behalf in 1991, while she was still under house arrest for the first time, her 
acceptance speech, smuggled out of the country, was typical of her feelings. The honor was not for her 
alone, she said, but for all Burmese people in their struggle for democracy. 

Since Suu Kyi returned to Rangoon to look after her ill mother in 1987, she has always put her personal 
concerns aside for the sake of the Burmese people.  

“I draw inspiration from the courage and sacrifice of the ordinary Burmese people,” she often said to me 
in telephone interviews during the few years after she was freed for the first time in July 10, 1995, after six 
years under house arrest.  

But Than Shwe cannot even abide hearing her name, according to many ministers and diplomats who 
have had the rare opportunity to meet him in the last few years. This remains one of the key obstacles to 
resolving Burma’s political deadlock. Burma’s top generals are not interested in a concrete dialogue with 
the pro-democracy leader.  

“We’ve been trying to get them to the negotiating table for 14 years, but they have never been keen on 
the idea,” she told me the last time we met in March 2003—the last foreign journalist to interview her 
before her trip to Upper Burma, which ended in her current stint under house arrest.  

Suu Kyi has repeatedly offered to discuss the country’s political future with the generals. Everything is 
negotiable if they start meaningful talks, she told me weeks before she was detained for the third time six 
years ago following an attack on her and her entourage by pro-government thugs in what is now called 
Black Friday.  

“We are in opposition to each other at the moment, but we should work together for the sake of the 
country. We certainly bear no grudges against them. We are not out for vengeance. We want to reach the 
kind of settlement which will be beneficial to everybody, including the members of the military,” she said 
to me at the time. 

Since 1995, there have been several abortive attempts to establish a process of national reconciliation, 
especially in the period after 2000, when Khin Nyunt was involved in informal contact with Suu Kyi while 
she was under house arrest. But this came to naught, as Than Shwe thought he did not need the pro-
democracy people to bring about political change in Burma.  

But Suu Kyi has persisted in trying to convince the regime that she, at least, was prepared to negotiate, 
and that meant making concessions. “What we’ve always said is that dialogue is not a competition,” she 
told me six years ago. 

“We don’t want a dialogue in order to find out who is the better person, or which is the smarter 
organization. We have always said that the only winner, if we settle down to negotiations, the only winner, 
will be the country,” she said. 

Suu Kyi has repeatedly made conciliatory gestures towards the regime. As the daughter of the 
independence hero and founder of modern Burma, Gen Aung San, she understands the military mentality 
and is prepared to work with them.  

“We have genuine goodwill towards the Burmese military. I personally look upon it with a certain amount 
of affection because of my father and I want it to have an honorable position in the country,” she told me 
at the NLD headquarters, weeks before the regime showed its true colors.  

But all these overtures by the Lady have fallen on deaf ears. Burma’s top general is completely convinced 
that by keeping Suu Kyi in detention, he can marginalize her and reduce her influence in the country. It is 
a vain hope, as the international protests since her arrest last month and the growing anger inside the 
country prove.  

Her demeanor in court also shows that she is far from daunted by the isolation and unresponsiveness of 
the regime to her repeated offers of talks on national reconciliation.  There could be many opportunities 



for national reconciliation if all parties wanted it, she told the rare meeting with diplomats recently, 
according to Singaporean diplomatic sources. The intrusion into her home should not be used to get at 
the Burmese authorities, she said.  

But it now seems certain that Suu Kyi will be sentenced in the next few days to another five years in jail. 
But she is undeterred by the years of detention. When I met her on the day she was released last time—
May 6, 2002—she confided that the isolation gave her plenty of time for reading, reflection and 
meditation.  

What keeps her going is inspiration she draws from her father and the sacrifices of the Burmese people. 

“I always have been strengthened and inspired by my father. Even now, sometimes when I go over his 
old speeches, they are as relevant now as they were then—he was indeed a man of vision,” she confided 
to me as I left the NLD headquarters.  

It is this humility, charisma, commitment and strength that make Suu Kyi the inspirational icon she has 
become for the NLD and the Burmese battle for democracy. No wonder the generals feel it necessary to 
keep her silent, this time behind bars in Insein Prison.   

Six years ago, she told me you cannot wake up a man who is pretending to sleep—alluding to an old 
Burmese adage which she felt summed up Than Shwe’s attitude. Now it is time to try again to wake the 
old man up from his slumber. 

-------------------- 

Commentary: Impunity bars justice for Burmese ethni c groups – by Aung Htoo  
DVB – 11 June 2009 

While the world has remained rapt by the trial of Burma’s Aung San Suu Kyi, the ongoing crisis over 
rights for ethnic minorities in the country has received little international attention. 

Burma’s ethnic minority groups constitute one-third of the population. This population has borne the brunt 
of the government’s well-documented and widely condemned human rights violations. Ethnic children 
have been forcibly recruited into the army, some to act as minesweepers for troop patrols, while rape of 
ethnic women has been labelled by human rights groups an attempt to dilute the ethnic diversity of 
Burma. Their situation is being compounded by a culture of impunity in Burma It is only when greater 
international attention is focused on government impunity and on rights for ethnic minorities that Burma 
will be able to achieve peace. 

This was an argument put forward by Professor Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro, former UN special rapporteur to 
Burma from 2000 to 2008, in an article published last month in the New York Times. The article 
highlighted the grievances and loss of rights of the ethnic minority in the country, with whom he worked 
with for eight years. 

While the plight of Burma’s ethnic groups has been sidelined by the Suu Kyi trial, the Burmese 
government has focused greater attention, albeit highly cynical, on transforming armed ethnic groups into 
political tools for the convenience of next year’s elections. One key issue that many observers have 
ignored is that if they accept such government proposals, they will effectively be complicit in supporting 
government impunity for crimes committed by the state army against their own people. 

According to agency reports, a delegation of government officials lead by the junta’s chief of military 
affairs security, Lieutenant-General Ye Myint, has met with the Shan State Army-North (SSA-N) ceasefire 
group as part of a series of discussions with ceasefire groups across the country. It is understood that the 
government tried to persuade the Shan group to form a political wing to contest the upcoming elections, 
in return offering them an opportunity to retain their armed status by transforming into a government 
militia. 

Rather than committing themselves to military rule, ethnic ceasefire groups should take this opportunity 
make demands about their status in the country and to speak out about their loss of rights. 

‘License to Rape’, a 2002 report by the Shan Women’s Action Network that gained attention from the 
international community, highlighted details of rape cases against Shan women by the ruling State Peace 
and Development Council (SPDC) army. But the SSA-N never made significant calls for international 

http://english.dvb.no/news.php?id=2620


action against the SPDC’s crimes either against Shan people or other ethnic minorities. Similarly, the 
SSA-N stayed silent about the government’s manipulation of Burmese law under which their leader, 
Colonel Hso Ten, was in 2005 imprisoned for 106 years. 

If the SSA-N bows to government persuasion and forms a political party to enter the elections, they would 
automatically be placed in a position where they accept the 2008 constitution. Buried within the 
constitution is section 445 of the penal code, which grants the government an amnesty for crimes 
committed by the army during the State Law and Order Restoration Council era from 1988 to 1997. This 
would effectively mean the group supports an ongoing culture of impunity in Burma. Pinheiro documented 
a case where a Burmese soldier last December abducted, raped and killed a 7-year-old Karen girl. 
Authorities refused to arrest the soldier; instead, officers threatened the parents with punishment if they 
did not accept a cash bribe to keep quiet. 

This culture of impunity is becoming a huge problem for Burma, and is compounded by the country’s 
failing legal system. But pure political thinking which aims to bring a solution merely to arguments about 
the constitution or the election will not solve the current situation. We need to build a new approach by 
restoring law and order under a framework in which whoever commits a crime can be punished. 

If Burma continues with the current 2008 constitution, people whose basic human rights were violated by 
the government will be denied their right to seek justice under legal terms of the abuses suffered. 
Furthermore, it would encourage such abuses to continue free of punishment. Since 1990, the United 
Nations’ special rapporteur has made 37 visits to Burma while the international body’s General Assembly 
and the Human Rights Council have passed over 35 resolutions regarding Burma. The UN Security 
Council, however, is yet to pass a single resolution. 

Pinheiro points out the international community’s “diplomatic efforts [have] failed to bear fruit” and “the 
country’s domestic legal system will not punish those perpetrating crimes against ethnic minorities”. In this 
context, he says, “it is time for the United Nations to take the next logical step”. 

Were this to happen, a possible indictment by the International Criminal Court could be on the horizon. 
This, Pinheiro argues, would have the dual effect of bringing greater attention to impunity in Burma, and 
deterring future crimes against humanity. If the ceasefire groups do not consider these facts and instead 
join hands with the government, whilst ignoring crimes being committed by them, they will, as the 
Burmese saying goes, be hiding from a lightning strike under a palm tree.  

-------------------- 

COMMENTARY: The Message from the Lion State - By Au ng Zaw   
Irrawaddy – 10 June 2009  

Singapore is home to many Burmese who admire the island state’s economic prosperity.  

It’s a two-way relationship, where Singapore, a member of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(Asean), has in the past backed the regime in Burma and strongly defended Asean’s non-interference 
policy. 

Historically, Singapore politicians forged a good relationship with Burma’s ruling elite, including Gen Ne 
Win.  

It’s hardly surprising, therefore, that the current visit to Burma by Singapore senior minister Goh Chok 
Tong is being closely followed inside and outside Burma.   

Goh’s four-day schedule includes talks with senior government leaders and a visit to hospital in the 
Irrawaddy delta, rebuilt with Singapore aid after the May 2008 cyclone. 

The schedule also includes a visit to Shan State, where human rights abuses by the army are 
widespread. Large numbers of Shan people have been leaving the country because of repression, forced 
labor and poverty, and many now live illegally in Thailand. 

Singaporean officials generally know that Burma is a sensitive issue, and reporters in Rangoon have 
been warned not to ask political questions when they meet Goh at the Irrawaddy delta hospital.  

http://www.irrawaddy.org/opinion_story.php?art_id=15918


Details have emerged, however, of Goh’s meeting with top regime leaders, where he urged them not to 
allow the trial of Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung San Suu Kyi to derail the national reconciliation process, 
and to ensure that next year’s general election is free and fair.  

Goh acknowledged that the trial is Burma’s domestic affair, but he shrewdly pointed out that there is an 
international element to it that should not be ignored. The generals, it is believed, were taken aback by 
the strength and unity of international pressure since Suu Kyi was put on trial in Rangoon’s Insein Prison. 

Goh also stressed that the elections must be inclusive and that the opposition National League for 
Democracy, led by Suu Kyi, must be part of the process of national reconciliation. The international 
community and United Nations have expressed the same policy.  

Goh is the first foreign leader to meet Than Shwe since the bizarre trial started, and he used the occasion 
to deliver a political message to the top leaders in Naypyidaw.  

Singapore’s ruling politicians in the past have urged Burma to open up the country’s economy, viewing 
that country as its hinterland.   

When Ne Win was in power, Singapore’s elder statesman Lee Kwan Yew often met the “old man” and 
offered his advice on reforming the economy. Ne Win, who introduced the “Burmese Way to Socialism,” 
did not listen.  

Lee advised then Prime Minister Maung Maung Kha to open up the country for tourism. To the surprise of 
Singaporean officials, the prime minister reportedly promised to refer the question to Ne Win.  

Under the current Burmese regime, the Burma-Singapore relationship has strengthened still further.    

According to Jane's Intelligence Review and defense analysts, Singapore has sent the junta guns, 
rockets, armored personnel carriers and grenade launchers, allowing the regime to prolong its rule and 
suppress its ethnic minorities.  

Today, Singapore offers a haven for the regime leaders and their business cronies. 

Some analysts also believe that family members of the regime avoid Western financial sanctions by 
keeping bank accounts in Singapore. After the US tightened sanctions still further with the 2008 JADE, 
the generals’ wives reportedly moved precious stones to Singapore.  

Former US President George Bush signed the Burma Jade Act, restricting the import of Burmese gems 
and other precious stones and extended existing import sanctions. 
  
Members of the generals’ families and business cronies often fly to the Lion State for shopping, recreation 
and medical treatment. Than Shwe and top army leaders go Singapore for medical care.  

Signs of frustration with the regime began to show when it secretly moved its capital to Naypyidaw. 
Singapore foreign ministry officials expressed dismay publicly because the regime did not inform Asean 
members about the planned move. 

Lee himself criticized the move, describing it as irrational. Calling the Burmese generals “rather dumb” in 
their management of the Burmese economy, Lee told the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, they were 
"people with very fixated minds—quite convinced that they will have the natural resources to weather any 
sanctions." 

Lee was also outspoken in his criticism of the regime’s brutal suppression of the September 2007 
uprising—a notable departure from his thinking some 10 years earlier, when he said: “I have visited 
[Burma] and I know that there is only one instrument of government, and that is the army.” 

Lee angered Burmese opposition activists still further by saying: “If I were Aung San Suu Kyi, I think I'd 
rather be behind a fence and be a symbol than be found impotent to lead the country."  

Burmese activists in exile burned an effigy of Lee and wrote to him demanding a public apology.   

Singapore doesn’t need to be seen as an apologist of the regime, but its government should invest a 
political will that includes firm diplomatic engagement with the Burmese regime.  



It is doubtful the regime leaders will heed Goh’s message, but it is important that Singapore delivered the 
message and that the generals listened. 

-------------------- 

News - ASSK 

Second defense witness to testify in Suu Kyi trial   
Mizzima - 9 June 2009 

by Mungpi     

New Delhi - The Rangoon Divisional Court on Tuesday decided to allow a second defense witness to 
testify in the trial against pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi. 

The decision came following a request by defense counsels to reinstate three witnesses – Tin Oo, Win 
Tin and Khin Moh Moh – previously barred by the District Court in Insein Prison. 

Nyan Win, a member of Aung San Suu Kyi’s legal team, said, “The court has allowed only Daw Khin Moh 
Moh to testify, despite our appeal to reinstate all three of the witnesses.” 

Earlier the District Court in Insein Prison allowed only one defense witness – Kyi Win – to testify, barring 
the other three, while allowing 14 prosecution witnesses to take the stand. 

“I really do not know the reasons given by the court today [for their decision]. The court just said that 
since two of the witnesses have been barred by the District Court in line with the law, they are rejecting 
them,” Nyan Win recounted of the appellate court’s decision. 

But Nyan Win said he, along with the other three members of Aung San Suu Kyi’s legal team, believes 
the Divisional Court’s decision was unfair and not in line with the law. 

“We will take the case further to the High Court and request a review of the decision of the Divisional 
Court,” he said. 

Meanwhile, the court in Insein Prison has fixed the next hearing of the case for Friday, June 12. Only 
then, according to Nyan Win, will they know when Khin Moh Moh will be allowed to testify. 

“Probably, the court will adjourn and appoint another date, as we are going to appeal to the High Court 
concerning the reinstatement of the other two defense witnesses,” he added. 

He said at its current speed, the trial will continue for some time yet, as the case will be subjected to 
possible further reviews. 

“Only when the issue of reinstating the witnesses is over will the case resume in the Insein Court,” he 
concluded.  

-------------------- 

Character assassination of Aung San Suu Kyi   
Mizzima - 9 June 2009 

by Salai Pi Pi     

New Delhi – Bent on humiliating and insulting detained pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi, a 
number of anonymous groups, believed to be pro-junta, have distributed her morphed vulgar pictures in 
homes in central Burma. 

Local residents in Mandalay, Burma’s second largest city, said they have received distorted pictures – 
depicting Daw Aung San Suu Kyi in compromising positions with men – dropped in their compounds in 
the morning. 

The business card-sized pictures, which are apparently designed with Photoshop software, shows 
detained Opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi with two men, supposedly John William Yettaw and her 
late husband Michael Aris. 



“The pictures had the words “Darling I miss you” in Burmese language. In one of the pictures Daw Suu is 
seen curling up in the arms of Yettaw,” the angry resident told Mizzima. 

The resident said the pictures were dropped in their compound before they woke up in the morning, 
leaving no trace of who had done it. But he was quick to blame members of pro-junta groups such as the 
Union Solidarity and Development Association (USDA) or the Swan Arrshin. 

Similar pictures have also been reportedly distributed in Myingyan and Kyuakpadaung townships in 
Magwe division. 

The act is being viewed as a lowly effort to humiliate the Burmese Nobel Peace Laureate even as the 
junta has charged her of flouting her detention law and put her on trial after an American man, John 
William Yettaw, sneaked into her lakeside house in Rangoon in early May. 

Meanwhile, a Frequency Modulated (FM) radio station based in Naypyitaw, the junta’s new jungle capital, 
has reportedly aired a new humour programme that mocks members of the Opposition party the National 
League for Democracy, particularly Aung San Suu Kyi and the latest incidents related to the uninvited 
Yettaw’s visit to her home. 

Listeners in Rangoon said, broadcasters of Padaukmyay FM Radio had included a new gossip section 
named “Yettaw and the pretty girl” in their programmes and talk about how the pro-democracy leader was 
visited by a strange man in the intervals in their programmes. 

“These days, they air gossip about the romantic story of Daw Suu and… I don’t want to talk about that 
programme in detail. It is nonsense, dirty and a lowly act,” said a listener of the Padauk May FM radio in 
Rangoon. 

Padaukmyay FM radio, which is aired from 5:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. (Burma Standard Time), has a 
nationwide coverage through relay stations. 

“The mockery programme is for about 20 minutes and then they play songs – and it continues like that 
alternatively,” the listener added. 

While opposition groups see the trial of Aung San Suu Kyi as an excuse for the junta to continue 
detaining her, pro-junta groups have been capitalizing on the incident of Yettaw’s visit to defame the 
Burmese democracy icon. 

Besides the radio talk-show and the distorted pictures, an internet blog, supposedly created by a pro-
junta blogger, has come up with demeaning pictures and messages about Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. 

The blog, which is reportedly allowed to be viewed inside Burma, has several morphed caricatures of 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and several other men including caricatures of Yettaw and US president Barack 
Obama in obscene acts. 

In messages posted on the blog, the writer accuses pro-democracy activists and groups including Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi of leaning towards the West and depicts them in vulgar caricatures. 

Aung San Suu Kyi, meanwhile is standing trial in the Insein prison court under charges of violating her 
detention law. Her lawyers have pleaded not guilty. The trial has attracted international criticism and calls 
for her immediate release have come from countries including the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(Asean), which traditionally maintains a policy of non-interference in member state’s internal affairs. 

The junta, however, has paid no heed to the calls saying the trial was  being conducted in accordance 
with the law of the country and it is an internal matter where no other country should interfere. 

Opposition groups and critics see the trial as an effort to continue detaining Aung San Suu Kyi in a move 
to keep her out of the public scenario before their planned election in 2010. 

Some information contributed by Myint Maung 

-------------------- 

Release of political prisoners ‘a UN priority’   
DVB – 10 June 2009 



Campaigners in Britain have called on United Nations chief Ban Ki-moon to make the release of political 
prisoners in Burma, many of whom are being denied healthcare, an urgent priority “before they die”.  

Burma currently holds around 2,100 political prisoners in jails across the country. Many are deliberately 
imprisoned far from their families who, in the absence of sufficient in-prison healthcare, are relied upon to 
supply medicines. 

Conditions in jails are often squalid, and torture by prison officials on political prisoners widespread. 

A statement released yesterday by Burma Campaign UK (BCUK) detailed conditions for four high-profile 
political prisoners, including Min Ko Naing, who was last year sentenced to 65 years for his role in the 
September 2007 protests, and is said to be suffering from heart disease. 

A leader of 88 Generation Students, Htay Kywe, who is held in the remote Buthidaung prison, is suffering 
from gastric problems and high blood pressure. 

The prison has no electricity and he is reportedly not allowed to receive visitors or food parcels from his 
family. 

“There is a deliberate policy of mistreating political prisoners and denying them healthcare and adequate 
food to stay healthy,” said Wai Hin from BCUK. 

“This is a crisis, and should be treated as one. It is not the time for the usual soft and slow diplomacy from 
the UN, which has totally failed for the past 20 years.” 

The statement coincides with news that a member of the National League for Democracy, Salai Hla Moe, 
who was held in central Burma’s Myingyan prison, died last month from a blood disease, although his 
family were only told recently. 

“He has been in prison nearly seven years and suffering from [the disease] for more than two years,” said 
a relative, Salaung, who discovered his death a fortnight ago on a visit to the prison. 

“Drinking and washing water in the prison is not clean. He has to use water that looks like water in the 
gutter.” 

“He was only treated in the prison clinic and when his condition worsened they didn't allow him to receive 
treatment at an outside hospital.” 

The strain on the families of political prisoners is considerable. Relatives of those held in remote prisons 
are forced to travel for days to visit the prisoners, and then often only allowed to meet for a matter of 
minutes. 

"At the moment, [Hla Moe’s wife] is suffering from mental illness and she is not living at home, but 
wandering on the streets - she has gone mad,” said Salaung. 

“There is no future hope for their family as there is no one to look after their children." 

Reporting by Khin Maung Soe Min and Francis Wade  

-------------------- 

News - Other 

SM Goh In Myanmar: Ensure polls are free, fair   
Straits Times – 10 June 2009 

He also urges junta not to let Suu Kyi trial derail national reconciliation  

By Goh Chin Lian  

NAY PYI TAW - SENIOR Minister Goh Chok Tong has urged Myanmar's military government not to allow 
the ongoing trial of pro-democracy figure Aung San Suu Kyi to derail the national reconciliation process, 
and to ensure that national elections to be held next year are free and fair.  

While acknowledging that the trial is Myanmar's domestic affair, the Singapore leader also pointed out 
that there is an international element to it that should not be ignored.  



Mr Goh made these comments during meetings he had with the country's top leader, Senior General 
Than Shwe, who is the chairman of the State Peace and Development Council, as well as General Thein 
Sein, Myanmar's Prime Minister.  

Other senior leaders of the council were also present, Mr Ho Tong Yen, the press secretary to the Senior 
Minister, told reporters yesterday.  

Mr Goh is in Myanmar on an official visit at the invitation of Gen Thein Sein.  

Myanmar's leaders have been in the international spotlight over the past few weeks after they pressed 
charges against Ms Suu Kyi for breaching her house arrest conditions. The latest charges stem from an 
incident last month when American John Yettaw swam to her lakeside house.  

Ms Suu Kyi, who has been in detention for 13 of the past 19 years, faces up to five years in jail if 
convicted of the charges.  

Asean, of which Myanmar is a member, as well as a number of individual Asean countries, including 
Singapore, have expressed concern and dismay over the trial, and have called for the release of Ms Suu 
Kyi.  

Her trial was one of two issues that dominated Tuesday's meetings, which lasted for more than an hour 
each.  

The other issue was Myanmar's democratisation process leading up to preparations for its elections next 
year, the first in 20 years.  

-------------------- 

KNU Calls for Tripartite Talks   
Irrawaddy – 9 June 2009 

By Saw Yan Naing  

The Karen National Union (KNU) has called on international bodies to pressure the Burmese military 
government for tripartite talks on political and ethnic military conflicts in Burma.         

The move comes as ongoing attacks have been launched by the joint forces of the Burmese army and 
the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA), a ceasefire group, against the KNU.    

“We, the KNU, earnestly urge the United Nations, the international communities, the regional and 
neighboring countries to concertedly pressure the SPDC for immediate acceptance of [a] tripartite 
dialogue process, for resolving the political and military conflicts in the country,” said a KNU statement 
released on Monday.      

Since early June, following attacks against Brigade 7 of the KNU military wing, the Karen National 
Liberation Army (KNLA), about 4,000 Karen villagers have sought safety in Thailand, while experiencing 
insufficient food, shelter, clothing and medical care. Some relief workers estimated the number of Karen 
refugees has now reached 6,000 people.    

On Monday, a Thai army commander, Lt-Gen Thanongsak Aphirakyothin, said that a total of 1,741 Karen 
have entered Thailand from eastern Burma since fighting started in early June, according to Reuters. The 
unit of Thanongsak operates along Thailand’s western border. 

“They fled because of danger and fear of capture and forced labor by the Myanmar army, the commander 
told reporters in Mae Sot. “Most of the refugees are women and children.”  

Karen sources claim that about 20 soldiers from the joint force have been killed during recent clashes. 
The number of KNU soldiers dead or injured was not given.  

The statement said the attacks against Karen villagers were an attempt to eliminate the Karen people.  

The Burmese regime’s recent order to the DKBA, an armed group that separated from the KNU, to 
transform its troops into a border guard force under the ministry of defense turns the DKBA into the 
regime’s “slaves,” the statement said.    



Instead of serving the Burmese regime, the DKBA should listen to the voice of the Karen people and 
protect them, said the KNU.    

“Accordingly, we earnestly urge all concerned to study the entire condition and actively work for [the] 
prevention of [the] elimination of the Karen, as a people, and uniting the entire Karen people under the 
flag of Karen revolution,” said the statement.      

The KNU urged the DKBA to assume the position of ethnic ceasefire groups in northern Burma, such as 
the United Wa State Army and Kokang group, also known as Myanmar National Democratic Alliance 
Army, which are bonding with the local population to take an independent role in opposition to the 
regime.        

“We would like to tell the DKBA that it is time for it to consider its aims and the actual conditions 
objectively, to listen to the voice of the Karen people and to stand for the Karen people’s interest,” said 
the statement.   

By working with the Burmese military government, the DKBA is helping to legalize the military dictatorship 
through its general election in 2010 and its attempt to eliminate all ceasefire groups, said the KNU.       

Aung Naing Oo, a Burmese analyst in Thailand, said the current offensive is also a part of a process to 
convince all armed ethnic groups to transfer their troops into a border guard force that would serve under 
the Burmese military.  

-------------------- 

Junta No 3 Reportedly in China   
Irrawaddy – 9 June 2009  

By Wai Moe 

The Burmese junta is busy making diplomatic approaches to neighboring countries after the crisis in 
international relations over the charges against pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi.  

The Burmese military junta’s third highest ranking general, Thura Shwe Mann, the joint chief of staff, is 
reportedly visiting China, while Singaporean former Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong is in Burma for an 
official visit. 

According to intelligence sources, Shwe Mann visited neighboring China accompanied by Lt-Gen Tin 
Aye, who is chief of ordnance production. 

Neither Beijing and Naypyidaw have made an official announcement about Shwe Mann’s trip to China. 
Shwe Mann, however, has made three unannounced visits to China, the junta’s closest ally, in the last 
two years. His last visit was in April 2009.  

“He [Shwe Mann] can make unannounced trips to China anytime, as he has done in the past,” said Win 
Min, a Burmese researcher in civil-military relations, who is based in Chiang Mai, Thailand. “According to 
Burmese military sources, he reportedly went to China for more than 10 days in April. Then he flew to 
North Korea.”  

Burma observers say that there could be three reasons behind of Shwe Mann’s trip to China. These 
concern ongoing political conditions in Burma, in particular Suu Kyi’s trial.  

“The Burmese junta has to brief its ally China on Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s trial,” said Aung Kyaw Zaw, a 
Burmese analyst who lives on the Sino-Burmese border. “Gen Shwe Mann also went to Beijing following 
mass demonstrations in September 2007.”  

After the September mass protest in 2007, the junta sent Foreign Minister Nyan Win to brief Beijing about 
the situation. Nyan Win went there as the special envoy of the junta head, Snr-Gen Than Shwe.  

The second reason for Shwe Mann’s trip could be to discuss the situation on the Sino-Burmese border. 
Since late 2008, tension between the junta and ethnic groups has been rising as the generals push to 
disarm ethnic groups ahead of the 2010 elections.  



In April, the junta outlined its plan to disarm ethnic groups by transforming them into “border guard 
forces.” Under the outline, the Burmese military will also manage the day-to-day work of the armed ethnic 
groups. The deadline for the ethnic groups to respond is at the end of June.  

Although some armed ethnic groups agreed to follow the junta’s outline, many groups including the 
United Wa State Army (UWSA), the biggest non-state armed group in Burma, disagreed with the 
disarmament plan.  

This week, Lt-Gen Ye Myint, chief of the Military Affairs Security of the Burmese armed forces and 
secretary of the transformation committee for ceasefire armed groups, is now in northern Shan State.  

In the previous few days, he visited the headquarters of the UWSA and the Kokang armed group called 
the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA), but he failed to convince Wa and Kokang 
leaders to accept the junta’s disarmament plans.  

Today, Ye Myint is reportedly in Mongla, Shan State, to talk with another ceasefire group, the National 
Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA). 

Aung Kyaw Zaw said the third matter on Shwe Mann’s trip could be China’s concern about the closer 
relationship between Burma and North Korea in recent years.  

In a notice on the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ Chinese language Web site, the junta’s Deputy 
Chairman Maung Aye is scheduled to visit China in the near future.  

Officials from the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) have also been visiting China recently. 
According to China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Tun Razak visited China 
last week and met with Chinese President Hu Jintao in Beijing on June 4.  

Thailand’s Foreign Minister Kasit Piromya is also scheduled to go to China in the near future, said 
diplomat sources.  

In recent years, the international community has been making increasing efforts to bring about positive 
changes in Burma by trying to get Burma’s neighboring countries such as China, India and Asean 
members to put pressure on the junta for change. 

Meanwhile, Goh Chok Tong is scheduled to meet with the head of the junta, Than Shwe, in Naypyidaw 
today along with Vice Snr-Gen Maung Aye. Goh will also meet with Thura Tun Tin, a former prime 
minister under Ne Win’s Burmese Socialist Program Party regime.  

Analysts say Goh’s agenda in Burma includes talks on Asean’s concerns on Suu Kyi and the Burmese 
political situation. 

-------------------- 

Serious Violations against Children in Burma: Ban   
Irrawaddy – 10 June 2009  

By Lalit K Jha 

WASHINGTON — UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon on Tuesday reported grave violations against 
children in Burma including credible reports of recruitment and use of children by some government 
military units and several ethnic armed groups.  

Expressing serious concern over the plight of Burmese children, the secretary-general in a report to the 
UN Security Council urged the Burmese military government to put into place a tighter mechanism to 
prevent the military recruitment of children. 

Ban also urged the junta to demobilize unconditionally all children who participated in any capacity in its 
armed forces, in coordination with the UN country task force on monitoring and reporting. 

“The secretary-general stresses the need for the governments concerned to facilitate dialogue between 
the United Nations and the Karen National Union and Karenni National Progressive Party for the 
purposes of signing an action plan in accordance with [relevant] Security Council resolutions,” Marie 
Okabe, deputy spokesperson for the secretary–general, told reporters at UN headquarters in New York. 



In the report, Ban urged Burmese authorities “as a matter of priority” to “redress the prevailing culture of 
impunity, to launch investigations into all incidents of recruitment and use of children, and to prosecute 
people responsible for such acts under the Penal Code.” 

“Building on the limited progress thus far, the government should, with immediate effect, cease the arrest, 
harassment and imprisonment of children under the age of 18 for desertion and/or attempting to leave the 
army and continue to work with the country task force to monitor such cases and to ensure the swift and 
unconditional surrender of children,” Ban said. 

Besides government military units, the secretary-general identified several ethnic armed groups involved 
in recruitment of children: the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army, Kachin Independence Army, Karen 
National Liberation Army Peace Council, Karen National Liberation Army, Karenni Army, Karenni National 
People’s Liberation Front, Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army, Shan State Army-South and 
Shan National Population Liberation Organization and United Wa State Army.  

Ban noted in the report that there was a continued lack of humanitarian access to Burma, particularly in 
conflict zones and ceasefire areas, was an impediment to providing much needed humanitarian 
assistance. He urged the junta to ensure full, unhindered and safe access for children and to allow free 
passage for the delivery of UN humanitarian assistance in all parts of the country. 

-------------------- 

Indonesia says US sanctions hurting Burmese citizen s 
DVB – 9 June 2009 

The Indonesian foreign minister said during a speech in the United States yesterday that US sanctions on 
Burma are causing hardship to its people, while expressing concern at the lack of democratic progress in 
Burma. 

Speaking at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace organization, Hassan Wirajuda called for 
the release of Burma opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi and for greater diplomatic engagement with the 
regime.  

In February US Secretary of State Hilary Clinton said that US policy toward Burma needed to be reviewed 
in light of the failure of sanctions, although the trial of Suu Kyi has dashed any signs that sanctions will be 
eased. 

Hassan’s comments were echoed by the labour minister for the National Coalition Government of the 
Union of Burma, an exiled Burmese political party. 

“The Burmese people are in trouble not because of the international sanctions but only by the 
[government’s] mismanagement of the nation,” said Myint Tun. 

“The country was in trouble before the US imposed the sanctions.” 

In April the European Union added brief weight to the anti-sanctions argument by stating it could ease its 
blockade when it came up for renewal if democratic progress is seen in the country, although this failed to 
materialise. 

Some observers have claimed however that sanctions have only further isolated the regime, whose 
economy is being propped up by trade with China and India.  

“Isolation means that the military can do whatever it wants to the people, and no country has any moral or 
whatever authority over the regime,” said political analyst Aung Naing Oo.  

“Sanctions have contributed to the suffering in the country,” he continued, adding that regardless of 
sanctions, foreign countries need to engage the junta more. 

Reporting by Rosalie Smith  

-------------------- 

Bangladesh PM inquires about Rohingya infiltration  
Narinjara News - 9 June 2009 



Dhaka: The Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in a cabinet meeting at the Secretariat on Monday 
made inquiries from the Home Ministry about the contentious issue of Rohingya infiltration into 
Bangladesh, said an official report.  

The Bangladesh premier made inquiries while she was chairing the cabinet meeting yesterday.  

Home Ministry officials told her at the meeting that the infiltration is creating law and order problems in 
some districts bordering Burma.  

The report said that Hasina wanted details about infiltration by Rohingyas into Bangladesh.  

The Bangladesh government has directed the BDR, law enforcement agencies and district administration 
to initiate tough action to stop infiltration, the report said quoting an authorized official from the Home 
Ministry.  

The Home Ministry also said it has directed the administration to take steps to push back infiltrators.  

Many Burmese Muslims, widely known as Rohingya, from Arakan state, have been intruding into 
Bangladesh in recent months and many were reportedly pushed back to Burma.  

After the information spread through the media, the Bangladesh Prime Minister made inquiries about the 
issue from concerned authorities of the Home Ministry.  

At the cabinet meeting, the PM also directed the concerned ministries to take immediate steps to link 
Bangladesh with the Asian Highway Network (AHN) via Burma.  

-------------------- 

Road Development in Arakan Neglected for Fear of Mu slims  
Narinjara News - 9 June 2009 

Maungdaw: The Buthidaung-Maungdaw motor road, the primary road in western Burma for trade and 
transport with Bangladesh, collapsed yesterday in three locations after heavy rains, said a businessman 
from Maungdaw.  

"It is the beginning of the rainy season but the road collapsed. All transportation was stopped between 
Buthidaung and Maungdaw yesterday after the motor road was damaged," he said.  

The road is the primary transportation link between western Burma and Bangladesh, and is essential for 
trade and business between the two countries. Many people, including traders and travelers, have 
suffered delays since yesterday due to the road damage.  

The road is only 16 miles in length, but it is constructed through the difficult terrain of a mountain range.  

"The road was constructed by the British around 1910 when it ruled Arakan, but there has been no real 
renovation since the British left the country in 1948," the businessman added.  

The road typically collapses every year, and last year it was severely damaged multiple times throughout 
the rainy season. However, the authorities have never undertaken work to improve the road.  

A senior monk from Maungdaw who did not want to disclose his name said, "We asked the government 
authority once to repair the road because it is an important road in western Burma. But the authority 
replied to me that if the road is high quality, many Muslims from Bangladesh would enter into Arakan to 
settle. So they neglect the road's reconstruction."  

The monk added that the authority's excuse was probably sincere, because the authorities know the road 
is essential in western Burma and the government also uses it for transportation on a daily basis, but still 
there is no effort made to improve it.  

Throughout Arakan State, there are many roads besides the Buthidaung-Maungdaw motor road that are 
suffering from damage and disrepair.  

-------------------- 

SPDC Extends Ethnic Radio Program for Propaganda  
Narinjara News - 10 June 2009 



Sittwe: The Burmese military junta has extended its ethnic radio programs to one hour long in order to 
propagate its strategies and activities among the ethnic nationalities of Burma. 

One listener said, "The ethnic radio program for seven major nationalities in Burma was being aired 
through Myanmar Broadcasting Service in Naypyidaw and each nationality gets one hour on air per day 
in their respective languages."  

The seven major nationalities that are represented in the radio program are Arakanese, Mon, Kachin, 
Shan, Karen, Kayah, and Chin.  

"The Arakanese program is aired every day from 3:30 pm to 4:30 pm. Most of the time is used for 
Arakanese national songs. But the radio airs the policies of the military junta between the songs, one after 
one, using up nearly 30 minutes," the listener said.  

The Burmese military authority did not allow the airing of Arakanese nationalist songs in the past, but is 
now attempting to draw Arakanese to listen to the radio program.  

According to a local source, even though the Arakanese radio program airs Arakanese songs through the 
Myanmar Broadcasting Service, the program is less popular than the BBC, VOA, and RFA. The majority 
of people are still listening to the BBC, VOA, and RFA to get accurate and unbiased news stories about 
Burma.  

When asked over the phone about Sittwe FM radio, a monk told Narinjara that Burma Information 
Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan once told a senior monk in Sittwe that the Burmese military junta has been 
defeated in the media war with opposition groups, despite the junta having the upper hand in other 
sectors.  

The military junta recently set up a FM radio station in Sittwe to propagate its policies. Before the radio 
program, the junta had set up a printing house in Sittwe to publish its newspapers - Kaymon and New 
Light of Myanmar - for local distribution to Arakanese. However, these attempts to target people with 
media have apparently failed to gain the support of Arakanese.  

Radio Free Asia (Burmese) and the Democratic Voice of Burma also air programs every day in the 
various ethnic languages, and all major ethnic nationalities in Burma receive nearly 30 minutes a day of 
programming in their language.  

-------------------- 

Opinion & Analysis  

COMMENTARY: Burma Challenges Thailand with its Bord er Offensive - By Yeni  
Irrawaddy – 9 June 2009  

The news that nearly 4,000 Karen refugees have abandoned their temporary villages in eastern Burma to 
seek refuge in Thailand comes amid increasing international pressure on the Burmese regime to release 
opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi. 

Since last week, the Burma Army and its militia, the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA), have been 
shelling the main base of Brigade 7 of the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and the Ler Per Her 
camp for internally displaced people, which is located two miles from the nearest KNLA base.  

The camp was evacuated and its residents crossed the border Moei river on Friday to look for refuge in 
Thailand. But, according to Karen sources, the Thai government is reluctant to allow them to enter 
established refugee camps, forcing them to seek shelter at Buddhist monasteries in Tha Song Yan 
province, about 62 miles (100 km) north of the Thai-Burmese border town of Mae Sot. 

The unusual military operation—generally the Burma army mounts its offensives in the dry season—could 
be a response to pronouncements on Burma by the Thai government. 

A public statement on Suu Kyi’s trial issued on May 19 by Thailand, as current Asean chair, evoked an 
anger response from the Burmese junta. The Burmese regime's rebuttal, carried by The New Light of 
Myanmar and other state-run newspapers, blasted Thailand, saying the statement was "tantamount to 
interfering in the internal affairs" of Burma.  



Burmese high-ranking officials then launched a diplomatic offensive against mounting international 
pressure. Foreign Minister Nyan Win, his deputy Maung Myint and Deputy Defense Minister Maj-Gen Aye 
Myint, attending separate meetings in the region, urged governments not to interfere in their "internal 
affair." 

However, knowing that the international and regional pressure was not letting up, the junta needed to give 
a warning sign to Thailand’s Democrat-led government by attacking Karen rebels. 

Knowing that Thailand’s last Democrat-led coalition supported democracy in Burma, the ruling generals 
were not comfortable when Thailand's new coalition government, headed by the Democrat Party, 
unveiled a Burma policy. Kasit Piromya, the new foreign minister, last year declared: ''No personal 
business deals will shape our foreign policy. Our government will not mix business and politics.'' 

Napyidaw always wanted to enjoy the kind of relationship it had with Thai politicians like former Prime 
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, the billionaire premier who revealed his affinity for business opportunities in 
Burma at the expense of pushing for democratic reforms and strengthening human rights. 

However, many other members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) have backed the 
current Thai position on Burma. At a meeting of Asean Foreign Ministers in Phnom Penh last month, 
Singapore and a number of other members of the grouping, fully associated itself with the Thai statement 
on Suu Kyi.  

Singapore, one of Burma's biggest foreign investors, has close relations with the Burmese junta, and 
several generals have sought medical treatment in the wealthy island republic. 

That is why—instead of Asean's current secretary-general Surin Pitsuwan, who is a Thai democrat—
Singaporean Senior Minister Goh Chok Tong is currently visiting Burma and is scheduled to meet Snr-
Gen Than Shwe. They are expected to discuss Asean’s perspective on the Burmese political situation. 

Not only the issue of releasing Suu Kyi and political prisoners, but also the recent flight of the Karen 
refugees—following the hundreds of Rohingya refugees and asylum seekers who died at sea trying to 
reach Thailand and Indonesia—should harden Asean’s stand on Burma. 

The continuing serious violations of human rights in Burma reflect in part the region's failure. Unless a 
concrete plan is drawn up to tackle the Burmese generals, Burma will continue to pose a "hot potato" 
issue, leading to disunity among Asean’s member states and threatening the core values of the Asean 
Charter. 

-------------------- 

News - ASSK 

Junta to put Aung San Suu Kyi under house arrest ag ain  
Mizzima - 9 June 2009  

New Delhi - The Burmese military junta is preparing to put pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi, 
currently facing trial in Rangoon’s Insein court, under house arrest again, this time in a military base on 
the outskirts of Rangoon, sources close to the military said. 

The source said, the junta is preparing to put the Nobel Peace Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi in a house in 
Ye Mon town, which is also the base of the Light Infantry Division (11), on the outskirts of Rangoon. 

Though the trial against the Burmese democracy icon continues to be held in the northern district court in 
Insein prison, the junta has already decided to put Aung San Suu Kyi under house arrest yet again, the 
source added. 

-------------------- 

Myanmar court set to rule on witnesses for Suu Kyi  
AP – 9 June 2009 

YANGON, Myanmar — Lawyers for Myanmar opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi expressed hope 
Tuesday that a court would accept their request to reinstate three defense witnesses at a trial that has 
sparked global outrage. 



Defense lawyer Nyan Win said the Yangon Divisional Court planned to announce at 3:00 p.m. (0830 
GMT) whether it would reverse the decision of District Court judges presiding over Suu Kyi's trial. The 
lower court disqualified all but one defense witness. 

The 63-year-old Nobel laureate is widely expected to be found guilty of violating the terms of her lengthy 
house arrest because an uninvited American man swam secretly to her closely guarded lakeside home 
and stayed two days. Suu Kyi has been detained without trial for more than 13 of the past 19 years, 
including the past six. 

The trial has drawn outrage from the international community and Suu Kyi's local supporters, who say the 
military junta is using the bizarre case of the American swimmer as an excuse to keep Suu Kyi detained 
through next year's elections. Her party won the last elections in 1990 but was not allowed to take power 
by the military, which has run the country since 1962. 

The mostly closed-door trial, which started May 18, is taking place inside Myanmar's notorious Insein 
Prison, home to many of the junta's political prisoners. Closing arguments were postponed until the court 
rules on the defense witnesses. 

"We are confident that the Divisional Court will accept our request," which is based on Suu Kyi's legal 
right to have witnesses, particularly in such an important case, said Nyan Win, who is also a spokesman 
for Suu Kyi's opposition party. He said the decision to bar all but one witness was "not in accord with the 
law." 

Those rejected by the lower court were all members of Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy party: 
prominent journalist and former political prisoner Win Tin, the party's vice chairman Tin Oo, currently 
under house arrest, and lawyer Khin Moe Moe. 

The court had approved 23 prosecution witnesses, of whom 14 took the stand, according to Suu Kyi's 
lawyers. 

The defense has not contested the basic facts of the case but argues that the relevant law has been 
misapplied by the authorities. They also assert that any intrusion was the responsibility of the security 
forces guarding the house. 

Two women members of Suu Kyi's party who are her sole companions in house arrest and the American, 
John Yettaw, are being tried with her on the same charge. 

If the Divisional Court rejects their appeal to have the witnesses heard, the defense team would appeal to 
the High Court, said lead attorney, Kyi Win. The High Court is Myanmar's top court. 

A radio station that serves a a propaganda organ for the junta, Padauk Myay, said Sunday that efforts by 
Suu Kyi's attorneys to reinstate the defense witnesses were just a pretext to allow Win Tin and Tin Oo to 
discuss party affairs with Suu Kyi. 

-------------------- 

U.S., Indonesia call for Suu Kyi's release   
Mizzima - 9 June 2009 

by Mungpi     

New Delhi - United States Secretary of State Hillary Clinton on Monday reiterated a call for the release of 
Burmese pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi, describing the current trial against her as “baseless”. 

Speaking to reporters in Washington after her meeting with visiting Indonesian Foreign Minister Noer 
Hassan Wirajuda, Secretary Clinton said, “Let me again reiterate that the charges against her [Aung San 
Suu Kyi] are baseless, and we call for her immediate release.” 

She added, “Indonesia, like other ASEAN countries, has also spoken out about her plight and urged her 
immediate release, and we greatly appreciate that,” referring to the 10-member Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) of which Burma and Indonesia are both members. 



Calling the trial against Aung San Suu Kyi an “unfortunate development”, Indonesian Foreign Minsiter 
Wirajuda also told reporters that Indonesia has issued a strong statement calling for her immediate 
release. 

“Of course this is an unfortunate development, as we were actually expecting that the case of the 
detention of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to be reviewed last month with the possibility of her being released,” 
Wirajuda explained. 

He also said, “We remind Myanmar [Burma] of its obligation under the new ASEAN Charter, and likewise 
through the previous calls made by our leaders, to immediately release Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.” 

Members of ASEAN traditionally maintain a non-interference policy regarding the internal affairs of 
member states. But the ongoing trial against the Burmese democracy icon has led ASEAN to issue 
statements expressing "grave concern" over developments relating to Aung San Suu Kyi. 

Though Wirajuda did not speak about the sanctions policy of the U.S. against Burma during the joint 
press conference, he earlier commented during a speech at the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace that tough sanctions have caused further hardship for the general population of Burma. 

He called on the world to help alleviate the suffering of the Burmese people by lifting sanctions and 
cultivating closer relationships with Burma's military government. 

In February, Secretary Clinton, during a visit to Indonesia, acknowledged that the U.S. sanctions policy 
against the Burmese junta has failed to produce the desired results, but added that a policy of 
engagement has been equally unsuccessful. The U.S., under the administration of President Obama, is 
currently said to be conducting an internal review of the country's approach to Burma. 

-------------------- 

Suu Kyi Porn Site Sparks Outrage   
Irrawaddy - 8 June 2009  

A pro-Burmese junta blog site has sparked outrage among Burmese exiles and Burma observers by 
posting pornographic cartoons of Aung San Suu Kyi on its site over the past few weeks. 

The blog site, which appears to have been authorized by the Ministry of Information, has plagiarized 
cartoons, including at least one belonging to The Irrawaddy’s cartoonist Harn Lay, and has superimposed 
figures such as US President Barack Obama and “Inya Lake Swimmer” John William Yettaw into images 
depicting sexual acts and lewd gestures. 

Postcards of the pictures have also been circulating Rangoon, the sources said. 

“When I saw the images, I wanted to kill the person who created them,” said a Burmese woman based in 
Singapore. 

A person who wrote to The Irrawaddy said, “What can I say except these people [who designed the 
cartoons] are utterly and unspeakably low.” 

“This indicates their level of maturity,” said a Burmese woman in Melbourne, Australia. 

According to sources in the former capital, inappropriate slurs against the Nobel Peace Prize laureate 
were also aired on Burmese radio last week. Rangoon-based state-run station Padauk Myay FM 
reportedly launched a program titled “Yettaw and the Pretty Girl.” 

-------------------- 

News - Other 

Burma tightens border control  
Financial Times – 9 June 2009 

By Tim Johnston  

The Burmese government and its allies have stepped up attacks on insurgent groups on the 
BurmaThailand border, causing thousands of refugees to flee to neighbouring Thailand. 



Observers say the move is tied to complex political and strategic manoeuvring in the run-up to next year's 
elections. 

"So far some 3,200 people have already crossed the border because of the fighting inside Karen 
territory," said the Karen refugee agency. 

The refugees fled when the Burmese army and its allies in the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army 
launched an artillery barrage on a nearby camp of rebels belonging to the Karen National Liberation Army 
as part of a broader move against ethnic Karen rebels on the border. 

The government is trying to tighten up control of the groups ahead of elections next year. It is seeking to 
to persuade their armed wings to become border guards under the command of the army and their 
political leaders to stand for election. 

-------------------- 

Clashes Force More Karens to Thailand   
Irrawaddy – 8 June 2009  

By Saw Yan Naing  

Ongoing attacks by a joint force of Burmese army and breakaway Democratic Karen Buddhist Army 
(DKBA) troops against the rebel Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) Brigade 7 in southern Karen 
State have resulted in more than 3,500 Karen villagers from Pa-an District fleeing to Thailand since June 
1 without sufficient food, shelter, clothing or medical care.      

Emergency assistance for the new wave of Karen refugees is urgently needed, said Karen relief groups.  

Several observers have said that the recent wave of attacks against the Karen rebels could be part of a 
strategy to divert attention from the ongoing trial of pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi in Rangoon. 
Others have speculated that the skirmishes are a belligerent response to the Thai government because of 
its public criticism of Burma’s handling of Suu Kyi’s trial.      

Battalions of the DKBA and the Burmese army, also known as the Tatmadaw, have been reinforcing their 
troop numbers since early June and it is now estimated that about 9,000 armed soldiers—including an 
unknown number of porters—have amassed in strategic areas of Karen State in preparation for further 
military operations against KNLA Brigade 7, according to Karen sources.    

Kavi Chongkittavorn, a columnist with the Bangkok-based English newspaper The Nation, reported on 
Monday that the ongoing attacks against the KNLA near the Thai-Burmese border were “timed to create 
chaos among Thai decision-makers,” perhaps indicating that Thai policy makers would be kept busy with 
the influx of Karen refugees on Thai soil.             

In its current position as chairman of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, Thailand had rebuked 
the Burmese junta for its trumped-up charges against Burmese opposition leader Suu Kyi. Burmese 
state-run newspapers angrily responded by accusing the Thais of interfering in Burma’s internal affairs.  

The Nation columnist added that the military onslaughts also seem to have been designed to “drive a 
wedge in Thai-Chinese cooperation on Burma.”   

Food, shelter, clothing and medical treatment are urgently needed as the Karen refugees could carry few 
belongings and are camped in the rain on the banks of the Moei River, with no proper shelter and little 
food. Some refugees are now hiding in jungle and will be at higher risk of diseases such as malaria as the 
rainy season commences. 

Joint secretary 1 of the KNLA’s political wing, the Karen National Union (KNU), Maj Hla Ngwe, said that 
the offensive may be a part of a Burmese regime reaction to annoy Thailand.   

He said the offensive is a signal that the Burmese regime does not seriously want to negotiate with the 
KNU and sign a ceasefire agreement.     

David Thakapaw, the vice chairman of the KNU, said the offensive was a smokescreen to divert world 
attention from the trial of Suu Kyi.      



He concurred that the offensive was an indication that the Burmese regime does not want to talk about a 
ceasefire with the KNU.  

However, Thakapaw said that the KNU was ready to fight against the Burmese army if the regime does 
not want to talk about a ceasefire agreement with the KNU and establish national reconciliation.   

In April, Thai Foreign Minister Kasit Piromya passed on a message to KNU leaders reportedly sent by 
Burmese Prime Minister Gen Thein Sein that Burmese authorities wanted to negotiate with the KNU.    

After meeting with the Thai foreign minister, KNU leaders reported to Kasit that they had agreed to meet 
with the junta’s representatives.    

However, there has been no further contact from the Burmese authorities since then, according to KNU 
sources. 

Htay Aung, a Burmese researcher with the exiled Network for Democracy and Development, said the 
offensive would appear to be part of the Burmese regime’s military activities to pressure the KNU to 
disarm.   

“The Burmese regime does not want the KNU to be stable, because they think that the KNU is the leading 
player among the Burmese opposition groups in exile. So, they are always trying to destroy the KNU in 
any way they can,” he said.       

According to Karen human rights and relief groups, clashes between the armed factions occurred 
throughout the weekend of June 6-7, but started during the first week of May. 

Poe Shen, the field director for the Karen Human Rights Group, confirmed that an estimated 3,500 Karen 
refugees had fled their homes and are now staying in Tha Song Yang district in Thailand’s Tak Province.   

Saw Steve, of the Karen relief group Committee for Internally Displaced Karen People, said the DKBA 
was aggressively arresting villagers in its controlled areas and forcing them to serve as porters during the 
fighting.  

The most recent attacks were being launched by Burmese battalions under Light Infantry Division 22 and 
DKBA battalions 999, 555 and 333, said the Karen sources.  

Hla Ngwe said that further attacks and further displacement of Karen villagers were expected. 

-------------------- 

Goh to Meet Than Shwe in Naypyidaw   
Irrawaddy - 8 June 2009  

By Wai Moe 

Goh Chok Tong, the former prime minister of Singapore, is to meet Burmese head of state Snr-Gen Than 
Shwe during a four-day visit to Burma, at a time when relations between Burma’s military regime and the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) have soured over the trial of pro-democracy leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi.  

Singapore’s prime minister’s office announced on Sunday that Senior Minister Goh will visit military-ruled 
Burma from June 8-11 and is scheduled to meet Than Shwe and Burmese Prime Minister Gen Thein 
Sein in Burma’s remote capital, Naypyidaw, during the trip.  

The statement said that Goh’s visit comes at the invitation of Thein Sein who visited Singapore in March. 
His last visit to Burma was in 1998.  

Singaporean Minister for Manpower Gan Kim Yong, Government Parliamentary Committee Chairman 
(Foreign Affairs & Defense) Michael Palmer and other senior officials will accompany Goh on the trip.  

Aside from Naypyidaw, Goh is scheduled to visit former capital Rangoon, Burma’s second largest city 
Mandalay and Shan State’s Taunggyi to observe development, the Singaporean prime mister’s office 
said.  

When Burma joined Asean in 1997, Goh Chok Tong was the prime minister of the city-state.  



Analysts have said that the ongoing political crisis in Burma—and particularly the Suu Kyi trial—has 
presented Asean with a critical challenge at a time when the regional bloc is pushing ahead with plans to 
introduce a charter that encompasses a regional human rights body. 

“Burma is currently in flagrant and fundamental violation of the Asean Charter's Section 7 of Article 1 on 
democracy, good governance and the rule of law, and the promotion and protection of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms,” Thitinan Pongsudhirak, the director of the Institute of Security and International 
Studies at the Faculty of Political Science at Chulalongkorn University wrote in the Bangkok Post on May 
28.  

“Failure to redress this violation will render the Charter a travesty of regional community objectives and 
dilute Asean's relevance on the broader international stage,” he added.  

On behalf of the regional bloc, Asean’s current chairman Thailand on May 19 called for the release of 
opposition leader Suu Kyi and other political prisoners in Burma, as well as for national reconciliation. 
However, the regime rebuffed the Thai statement as “interference in internal affairs.”  

Burmese state-run-newspapers last week launched two reports in what appeared to be retaliatory attacks 
against Thailand. Quoting two Thai newspapers, one report stated that Gen Sonthi Boonyaratglin, the 
2006 coup maker who ousted former Thai Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, had warned his 
compatriots that “if Thailand has a conflict with Burma, it will face defeat.”   

During his trip to Burma, Goh is expected to talk about Asean’s perspective on the Burmese political 
situation.  

Goh is also scheduled to attend the opening of the Karen Chaung Station Hospital in Twantay Township 
in the Irrawaddy delta, an area devastated by Cyclone Nargis in May 2008.  

According to the Singaporean Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ statement, Singapore was one of first countries 
that offered humanitarian aid to Burma after Cyclone Nargis to the tune of US $200,000. Later Singapore 
pledged a further $5 million in humanitarian assistance as part of the Asean Emergency Assessment 
Team.  

Singapore is Burma’s third largest investor and bilateral trade between the countries currently stands at 
some $1.582 billion per annum.  

-------------------- 

Youth sold to Burmese army for $US20   
DVB – 9 June 2009 

Teenagers are being kidnapped and sold to the Burmese army for as little as $US20, while those caught 
trying to escape are often shot or poisoned, say young army deserters recently interviewed. 

Burma’s ruling State Peace and Development Council has come under fire recently as documented cases 
of forced recruitment of child soldiers continue to emerge, with various international jurists, British MPs 
and exiled Burmese lawyers labeling the practice a war crime.  

Last week, Human Rights Watch criticised as “window dressing” a ceremony in which child soldiers were 
handed back to their families, and said the problem continues. 

A report released by the Karen Human Rights Group (KHRG) last week featured interviews with three 
teenagers, one 16-years-old, who recently escaped from the army. 

“When I returned from my grandmother's shop [in Rangoon], I went to Sule Pagoda and a soldier who 
was there from Taw Boke army camp grabbed me,” said an 18-year-old deserter.  

“He told me that he would give me pocket money. Then that soldier sold me for 20,000 kyat [approx 
US$18.80] to a military officer who was sitting in a tea shop.” 

He added that out of a monthly salary of approximately US$20, army seniors stole $US18, leaving them 
with about US$2 for a whole month. 



Another former soldier forcibly recruited into the army said that children as young as 13 were taking part 
in military training, while treatment of those caught fleeing was often brutal. 

“They killed them. For example, they injected them with poison or shot them with a gun,” he said.  

“It [execution] was especially for the soldiers who escaped with a gun.” 

Last week the International Labour Organisation (ILO) voiced concern about a clause in the Burmese 
constitution that makes use of forced labour legal when the government deems it necessary.  

As well as recruitment of minors into the army, cases of forced labour documented by the ILO include 
recruitment of civilians to walk in front of army patrols as ‘minesweepers’. 

Reporting by Francis Wade  

-------------------- 

The Rohingya’s lives in limbo  
The National – 9 June 2009  

Wael Mahdi, Foreign Correspondent  

JEDDAH // Myanmar’s Rohingya ethnic group, a Muslim minority in the predominantly Buddhist country, 
are described by the United Nations as one of the most persecuted groups of people in the world. Each 
year thousands flee the country for Bangladesh, Indonesia, Malaysia and the Middle East. 

Many of the Rohingya have sought refuge in Saudi Arabia. Today there is a community of about 300,000 
there. 

“I can’t go back to Myanmar; I’ve never seen Arakan, where my family grew, with my own eyes. I have no 
relatives there and my children know nothing about their country anymore,” said Sheikh Noor Al Zubair 
Shams al Haq, at the Al Rusaifah District community centre in Mecca where the Rohingyans conducts 
meetings and gatherings. 

Mr al Haq, who has lived in Saudi Arabia for nearly 50 years, is one of the kingdom’s Burmese Muslim 
refugees. The community is caught in a decades-long limbo, unable to return to what was once their 
homeland and condemned to languish on the peripheries of their adopted society.  

Next year will be a significant one for Saudi’s Rohingya as one of their most prominent leaders and 
advocates, Sheikh Abu al Shamaa Abdul Majid, is set to retire from the Muslim World League in Mecca, 
where he has worked since 1980. His residency permit will be revoked upon his retirement and he may 
be forced to leave the kingdom. 

Mr Abdul Majid, 57, and many other Saudi Burmese who cannot renew their residency permits, are now 
waiting for the Saudi government to grant them special permits by royal decree or a direct order from the 
minister of interior that will allow them to stay in the country legally. 

The Rohingya must meet strict requirements to be considered legal residents. While the earliest 
Rohingya refugees were granted citizenship, those born in the kingdom after 1972 were not. Most of them 
were given passports by the sympathetic governments of Pakistan and Bangladesh but were required to 
find work sponsors to live legally in Saudi, which many Rohingya have not been able to maintain. 

Mr Abdul Majid believes many of the Burmese in the kingdom would like to return to their country if the 
government recognised stateless Muslims as a minority and gave them citizenship. 

Yet he knows that many others who were born and raised in Saudi Arabia will not leave what has become 
their home. 

“Rohingya can’t go back to Myanmar simply because the majority were born in Saudi and have no roots 
there,” said Sheikh Abdullah Marouf, a young leader of the community who was born in Saudi and cannot 
speak the Rohingyan language fluently. 

A study conducted in 2007 by the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques Institute of Hajj Research in 
Mecca showed that 74 per cent of Saudi’s Rohingya would refuse to return to Myanmar under any 



circumstances, 12 per cent declined to answer and 14 per cent said they would go back only under very 
specific conditions.  

Mr Marouf said those conditions include the right to full citizenship, the right to practise Islam publicly and 
the return of their properties that were confiscated by the military regimes that have ruled the country 
almost exclusively since the 1960s. 

Last year the governor of the Mecca region, Prince Khalid Al Faisal, announced that King Abdullah had 
approved a plan to grant legal-resident status to immigrants in Mecca region, where 98 per cent of 
Burmese in the kingdom live. 

Prince Faisal did not name a particular ethnic group in his announcement, but he said the government 
would grant resident status to “those who fled to protect their religion and the Kingdom accepted them 
because of religious oppression in their homeland”. 

No further news has been issued on the plan and Maj Gen Mansour Al Turki, the interior ministry 
spokesman, declined to comment on its latest developments. 

According to the official website of the Burmese community in Saudi, the first Rohingyan immigrants 
arrived in the kingdom in 1948, entering on foot from neighbouring Yemen and Jordan. The state gave 
them legal stay permits and some were granted Saudi nationality. 

Mr Abdul Majid’s family moved to Saudi in 1954, two years after he was born, and was granted legal 
resident status as it was among the first Burmese groups to arrive. But a decree issued two decades later 
forced Rohingya older than 18 who were not born in the kingdom to obtain a non-Saudi passport. 

Only about 2,000 of Saudi’s Rohingya have citizenship. Without residency permits, their children cannot 
enrol in public schools. Mr Abdul Majid said Burmese children attend charity schools created for the 
community by Saudi donors and wealthy Burmese. 

The Rohingya, thought to be descendants of 7th century Arab settlers, unsuccessfully agitated for Arakan 
to become part of East Pakistan as the British left India. They were declared “non-natives” by the 
Buddhist regime and mass killings followed. Thousands fled the country and hundreds of thousands more 
fled in the 1970s and 1990s after the junta launched military operations against the group. 

Since it came to power in a violent coup in 1962, Myanmar’s military dictatorship has imprisoned and 
mistreated many of its people, regardless of their ethnicity or faith. The Rohingya, however, have been 
singled out for especially cruel treatment. 

Reports released by the human rights group Amnesty International showed that Rohingya still living in 
Myanmar suffer serious human rights violations including forced labour, forced eviction, land confiscation 
and severe restrictions on freedom of movement. 

“Arakan became a huge jail for Muslims,” Salim Ullah Hussein Abdul Rahman, the president of the 
Rohingya Solidarity Organisation, who represents the Rohingya at the Organization of the Islamic 
Conference, said during a recent visit to Saudi Arabia. 

“The international community didn’t pay much attention to us and the Muslim world is too busy with the 
Palestinian cause, although the Burmese Muslims in Arakan live in much worse conditions than 
Palestinians in Israel,” he said. 

Next year, Myanmar is set to hold its first national elections in nearly 20 years and the democratic 
opposition has promised Mr Abdul Rahman that if elected, they will grant the Rohingya official minority 
status and allow them to return as citizens. But there is little optimism among the Rohingya of Saudi 
Arabia that the junta will concede their power. 

wmahdi@thenational.ae 

-------------------- 

Color-coded employment cards for migrant workers is sued  
SHAN - 8 June 2009  

Hseng Khio Fah  



Thai labor ministry has recently prescribed color-coded employment cards under the forthcoming 
registration for workers from Burma, Laos and Cambodia to differentiate the sort of their works, according 
to the daily Thai newspaper Khomchadleuk reported last week.  

Colors described were: 
•    Blue card will stand for fisheries  
•    Green card – agriculture 
•    Yellow card- construction 
•    Orange card- seafood factories  
•    Gray card- domestic work 
•    Pink card – general  

Workers holding pink cards are available to get access to 19 types of work, the report said.  

Even though migrant workers holding new registration cards will be allowed to work legally, they will be 
only appointed after Thai citizens fail to apply. But they will have the right to get access to the basic rights 
as Thai citizens.  

On 2 June, Alien Employment Administration meeting (Kaw Raw Phaw) made up a new policy that job 
owners must give priority to Thai citizens allowing them 7 days to apply if there is a job vacancy.  

The meeting also reached a decision to offer a new round of labor registration to new migrant workers 
and existing workers who previously lacked legal status.  

“People who entered the country after the decision was made will not be allowed to apply for the 
registration. They will also be arrested and sent back,” labor minister Paitoon Kaewthong was quoted in 
the report.  

During the registration period, border checkpoints would be strongly tightened to stop outsiders from 
coming to “seize the opportunity.” 

He also said all work permit cards will be expired on 28 February 2010. After that employers must ask 
their workers to apply for passport document. 

In Chiangmai province, the registration for the new workers will start from 1 July, a member of a right 
group said.  

Bosses who are willing to appoint new workers can ask for quota at the Employment Department office, 
she said.  

Now, workers holding current permits have been called upon to apply for another year of extension since 
early June. They were also required to apply for the nationality verification process at same time, 
according to a worker who was also required to submit the form.  

People who pass the process of the nationality verification by their country will be allowed to work for 
another 2 years.  

According to the report, about 500,000 migrant workers have registered with the labor ministry up to now. 
There are at least 2 million legal and illegal migrant workers in Thailand. 

-------------------- 

Another Ceasefire Group Rejects Border Guards Propo sal  
Irrawaddy – 8 June 2009  

By Lawi Weng 

Another Burmese ceasefire group has rejected a government order to reassign its troops as border 
guards. 

The Kokang group, the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA), based on the Sino-
Burmese border, reportedly told the Naypyidaw regime it couldn’t accept the proposal in its present form 
and would wait until after the 2010 election and the formation of a new government before making a final 
decision. 



The junta is pressuring ceasefire groups, especially those based on the Sino-Burmese border, such as 
Kokang, Kachin and Wa, to assign their troops for service as border guards under the joint-command of 
the Burmese Army. The Wa’s United Wa State Army (UWSA) rejected the proposal in May. 

According to sources at the Sino-Burmese border, the MNDAA, led by famed warlord Jiasheng (Burmese: 
Phon Kyar Shin) and based in the border town of Laogai, told the junta that it isn’t yet ready to decide on 
the proposal. 

Kokang leaders met Burmese Military Affairs Security Chief Lt-Gen Ye Myint on June 4 in Laogai. 
Sources said they told Ye Myint a decision would be taken after next year’s election and the formation of 
a new government.  

According to the source, Ye Myint went on to meet UWSA leaders in Pangsan, on June 6.  

Ye Myint is now at former casino hub Monglar, in the Golden Triangle area, and expected to meet leaders 
from the Monglar ceasefire group, the National Democratic Alliance Army, led by Sai Leun (aka Lin 
Mingxian).  

The UWSA has an estimated 20,000 soldiers, the NDAA 1,200 and the MNDAA 600. 

Sources speculated that the Wa and Kokang groups probably rejected the government proposal because 
they did not want to be subservient to Burmese command.  

According to the Burmese regime’s guidelines, each border guard battalion would consist of 326 troops, 
including 30 from the Burmese army, of whom three would be Burmese officers with administrative 
positions. 

The Wa and Kokang stand is not expected to lead to any confrontation with the regime, according to 
sources, because of the heavy pressure it faces from the international community over the trial of Aung 
San Suu Kyi. 

Seventeen insurgent groups have signed ceasefire agreements with the ruling generals since 1989, 
according to official Burmese reports.  

-------------------- 

Opinion & Analysis  

EDITORIAL: The World is Ready for a President Aung San Suu Kyi   
Irrawaddy - 8 June 2009  

In a functioning democracy facing a general election, Aung San Suu Kyi would be president-in-waiting of 
a country yearning for her leadership. A fair and free election would give her the leadership mandate she 
and her party won in 1990, only to have it annulled by a regime determined to hold on to power. 

After its defeat in 1990, the regime can now be expected to use every ruse to make sure it retains 
executive power after the 2010 election. The rigged constitution forced on the country in May 2008 bars 
Suu Kyi from holding high political office, while her National League for Democracy is already 
experiencing pre-election intimidation. 

It’s painful indeed to see a country that would benefit immeasurably from Suu Kyi’s leadership being 
shoved by a frightened military regime deeper into the abyss. That scenario, however, should not be 
allowed to silence the legitimate demand for Suu Kyi to be recognized as the rightful president of Burma. 
The board of The Irrawaddy wholeheartedly endorses that demand. 

She warrants that title not only through public acclaim but also because of her outstanding leadership 
qualities and strength of character, which more than 13 years of house arrest and now the additional 
ordeal of a stage-managed trial have done nothing to blunt. 

Despite the injustices and humiliation heaped upon her by a malicious regime and its thuggish 
supporters, Suu Kyi has never shown any antagonism towards her jailers, calling instead for national 
reconciliation and peaceful political dialogue. She has coolly displayed style and substance, winning 
support across the political spectrum in Burma. 



Much of that support has been silenced behind prison walls where more than 2,000 political prisoners are 
serving draconian sentences. The country could benefit greatly from a Suu Kyi leadership drawing on the 
talents of people like the Shan leader Hkun Htun Oo, former Defense Minister General Tin Oo who is now 
under house arrest, veteran journalist-activist Win Tin, 88 Student Generation leaders Min Ko Naing, Ko 
Ko Gyi, Jimmy, Nilar Thein and Su Su Nway.  

Former army officers could also be called on to help lead the country in a new direction, while Burmese 
expatriates would willingly return to join in the effort. 

Realistically, Suu Kyi couldn’t be expected to have the silver bullet to solve all Burma’s grave problems, 
but nobody else has the qualities necessary to build a broad coalition, win the trust of ethnic nationalities 
and open up Burma to the rest of the world. She would recreate an untarnished international image of 
Burma and restore the confidence of important countries, including China and India. 

She would also clean up the image of Burma’s armed forces and their leaders and, by virtue of her own 
lack of rancor, save them from the Burmese people’s wrath. 

A president Suu Kyi would be comfortable on the world stage with leaders like US President Barack 
Obama and British Prime Minister Gordon Brown—both of whom have spoken out strongly on her behalf. 
She would speak on equal terms with Chinese President Hu Jintao and Thai Prime Minister Abihist 
Vejjajiva and restore her country’s moral authority in the region. Burma would at last have a national 
leader who is assured of a warm welcome in all the world’s capitals. 

The pariah regime now ruling Burma doesn’t like to hear these truths, of course, but its leading generals 
should have the sense to realize by now that enough is enough, that only Suu Kyi can restore to the 
country the dignity they seem to value so much. 

The world at large and Burma’s oppressed citizens are more than ready to welcome and extend hands of 
friendship and co-operation to a President Aung San Suu Kyi. 

-------------------- 

Burma plays long in trial of Aung San Suu Kyi – By Mark Canning  
Guardian – 9 June 2009 

Latest post in a series by the British ambassador in Burma, Mark Canning, one of the few outsiders 
allowed into the courtroom during the trial of the opposition leader 
More of Canning's accounts can be found here  

The detained Burmese opposition leader, Aung San Suu Kyi. Photograph: Pornchai Kittiwongsakul/EPA 

In the face of a wave of condemnation, Burma's military leaders are bending over backwards to project an 
impression of openness. They have now allowed Aung San Suu Kyi's defence team to appeal the 
decision of the trial judges to disallow three of the four witnesses her team had wanted to put on the 
stand. 

A ruling is expected this week from a higher court, allowing for the resumption of the trial next Friday. 
Nobody expects it to alter the final verdict, but it may be that the government has come to realise the 
value of playing things long as a means of dissipating criticism. 

But they still find themselves in a fix, because of course nobody has forgotten about the trial. It remains 
the subject of huge interest – and anger – among the Burmese, and as soon as proceedings move back 
to the courtroom in Insein that gaze will intensify once more. 

The government has in the meantime lashed out at the younger members of Daw Suu's* party – the NLD, 
which swept to a landslide victory in the 1990 elections – for having criticised the trial in an internet 
posting, and has threatened to unleash the considerable powers of the Press and Publications Act. 

The NLD comes in for a lot of stick. It is accused in some quarters of being behind the times, of being 
insufficiently strategic and wedded to a result that is now many years distant. But the members of the 
party – many of them women – are exceptionally brave people who put themselves at constant risk of 
arrest and harassment and, in a failing economy, make immeasurably more difficult the task of finding 
employment. 



The Press and Publications Act is used in some strange ways. Anything with a political content generally 
falls foul of the censors, but it's puzzling why things that one would have thought might serve to distract 
the populace from the bigger picture are also blocked. 

There is nothing in the government-controlled media to suggest Burma suffers from road accidents, crime 
or other nastiness. Buses tip into ravines, natural disasters strike and lurid crimes occur, but rarely is 
news of any of this carried. Were a Martian to read the New Light of Myanmar he could be forgiven for 
thinking an extraordinarily successful feat of social engineering had been achieved. 

* Daw Suu is a short form used in Burma for Aung San Suu Kyi 

-------------------- 

Burma's unravelling web of deceipt – by Francis Wad e 
DVB – 9 June 2009  

The trial of Aung San Suu Kyi has made transparent the ease with which the ruling junta has sculpted 
Burmese law into a framework in which war crimes are legal and dissent is the most heinous of offenses.  

If any positive can come of current events, it is that the hermit state has been pitched onto the world 
stage, the full extent of its corrupt system plain to see and, we hope, ever vulnerable to mounting 
pressure. Even prior to the trial the country ranked at the tail-end of virtually every political freedom 
barometer in circulation, its media environment suffocated by some of the world’s strictest censorship 
laws and its citizens placed under the crippling watch of a Soviet-style surveillance system. Perhaps most 
frighteningly, its courts of law, the very institution in which citizen and state crimes are supposedly 
scrutinized and punished, are under the direct control of the country’s paranoid generals. 

Despite regular statements from the government suggesting otherwise, the Burmese courtroom is little 
more than the junta’s legal wing, with judges usually handpicked by the generals. Those who aren’t are 
regularly subject to intimidation by higher authorities: in March the brother-in-law of the All Burma Monks 
Alliance (ABMA) leader, U Gambira, was sentenced to five years imprisonment with hard labour under 
immigration laws after marking the anniversary of the founding of ABMA. The judge had told his sister 
there wasn’t enough evidence to sentence him, but was forced by Burma’s chief judge to hand down the 
guilty verdict. 

Trials, particularly those of would-be political prisoners, are often held inside closed prison courts, with no 
access granted to media. Lawyers who present an articulate case in defence of pro-democracy 
individuals have been threatened with allegations of contempt of court - indeed, 16 of the country’s 2,100 
political prisoners are lawyers. In March a renowned activist lawyer, Pho Phyu, was sentenced to four 
years after helping farmers file complaints of land confiscation by the army to the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO). He was charged under the Unlawful Associations Act, despite belonging to no 
organization. 

Such spurious charges are common under Burmese law. Earlier this year six students were sentenced 
under charges of sedition for collecting and burying the rotting corpses of victims of last year’s cyclone 
Nargis. Numerous aid workers and journalists who reported on the disaster were imprisoned in a wave of 
sentencing following the cyclone. 

It is in this context that we once again find ourselves penning the verdict of Aung San Suu Kyi’s trial even 
before the courts announce their decision, so foregone is the conclusion. That in the same breath they 
will sentence John Yettaw for trespassing and Suu Kyi for sheltering a foreigner, two ‘crimes’ that, despite 
their obvious ridiculousness, surely anyway contradict one another, shows the extent to which Burmese 
law is itself unlawful.  

Even before Suu Kyi was brought to the courtroom, the government had broken both international law 
and its own stated law by keeping her in detention beyond five years. There is little else they can do with 
the lady, her stubborn non-violent ideology stumping a regime whose method of governance only works 
when dialogue is reduced to the level of thuggery. In the face of Suu Kyi the generals have proved 
themselves almost impotent, forced to rewrite their own words in a desperate snatch at retaining power. 

Yet they do this all too easily. The constitution, the bedrock of the country’s legal system, was ratified last 
May barely two weeks after the cyclone, one of Asia’s worst recorded natural disasters. With 140,000 



people dead, and the southern region of the country in tatters, the government rejected a call from the UN 
to postpone the referendum. Somehow, despite being scathed by international leaders for its antipathy 
towards victims of the cyclone, the government claimed 92.4 per cent approval of the constitution, with a 
99 per cent voter turnout.  

But it is in this forest of legal jargon that the discrepancies between what is supposedly right and wrong in 
Burma come flooding out. The authors make no bones about the fact that what is essentially deemed a 
legal activity is one that props up authoritarianism, while a ‘crime’ attempts to counter, or even merely 
question, it.  

Thus, what is ‘illegal’ is for the daughter of Burma’s founding father, whose party won a landslide victory 
in the 1990 elections, to run for government office because she was married to a foreigner. Paradoxically, 
the ILO last week voiced concern about a clause in the constitution that makes use of forced labour legal 
when the government deems it necessary. Cases of forced labour documented by the ILO include 
recruitment of child soldiers and recruitment of civilians to walk in front of army patrols as ‘minesweepers’, 
ensuring that it is not government troops who take the full force of a mine exploding at their feet. 
International jurists, British MPs and exiled Burmese lawyers have all said in recent months that such 
cases amount to war crimes. 

Corruption, absence of judicial independence, and state-sanctioned human rights abuses are perhaps all-
too predictable byproducts of military rule left to fester behind closed doors. One silver-lining Suu Kyi’s 
trial has generated is that Burma has been brought out of reclusivity, dragging behind it the entrails of its 
pitiful legal system for all the world to see. While the generals will no doubt breeze into the next decade 
on the back of a fraudulent election victory, their behaviour is being recognized as quite shocking, even 
by its hardened Asian neighbours, and they are showing increasing signs of unease.  

The head of the regime, Than Shwe, is well-known to be fearful of being indicted by the International 
Criminal Court, and his minor concessions, such as allowing journalists sporadic entry to the Suu Kyi trial, 
are seen by some observers as a tactic to placate his demons. There are few methods of intimidation that 
have made headway in Burma - sanctions have achieved little, while engagement has proved futile - but it 
is with this tool, with this threat that he will be brought to a court whose rule of law is unfamiliar to him, 
that the international community could start to influence change in Burma.  

-------------------- 

Powerless against The Lady  - by May Ng   
Mizzima - 9 June 2009 

Signs that the government in Burma is losing its power are everywhere. While the latest collapse of a 
pagoda recently re-anointed with help from the wives of Army generals may provide a sign of diminishing 
divine right for the military junta, other important clues come from the reason why a military government 
armed to the teeth is very afraid of the gentle lady who speaks softly from behind bars as well as barefoot 
monks who pray peacefully. 

Some observers justify military rule in Burma with an assumption that without the Army there will be a 
power vacuum and chaos will ensue. Aside from the obvious question of whether temporary stability 
provided by a bloody tyrant is to be preferred over the long term struggle toward a meaningful political 
reconciliation, the urgent question in Burma is what if the military has already lost its power and 
legitimacy. What if the Burmese government no longer has the power or capacity to rule without the 
constant use of violence? Can an Army which clings to power through the barrel of the gun still be 
considered a legitimate source of power? 

The source of legitimacy originates from the people. As the government in Burma has failed to justify its 
rule in meeting the wishes of the people, the ruling military desperately seeks external sources of 
legitimacy from sources like the United Nations and ASEAN. The seduction of wealth accrued from 
Burma too often influences the world to forget lessons learned from the past – for example American 
support for the Shah of Iran. A belief that through friendly encouragement powerful nations can help the 
military in Burma liberalize and democratize is not as innocent as it may sound. 



Burma is an important reason why ASEAN and the United Nations appear to be weak and irrelevant 
today. ASEAN often protest that if it dares speak out against the Burmese generals it will push Burma 
further into the lap of China. At present, ASEAN and the United Nations have not been able to muster 
enough courage to stand up for principles, preferring to instead cling to the status quo while the Burmese 
people continue to wait. 

Some observers believe that without a decisive military victory against the Burmese generals or intense 
pressure from international forces, the military will never give up its monopoly on power. But in recent 
history, few countries have gained democracy from military victories or powerful intervention from abroad 
despite the many nations that have managed to gain democracy in the last half century. 

In addition, few military victors relinquished power after obtaining it in the name of freedom and 
democracy. And more importantly, historical evidence quashes the myth that only a government with a 
strong grip on power, even if it relies heavily on violence, is capable of providing stability and 
development. More recent evidence suggests, on the other hand, that a government formed following a 
military coup is likely to continually struggle for power and in such an atmosphere peace is only 
temporary. The use of violence alone to maintain power denotes weakness not strength. A brutal 
government is a weak government and is dangerous not only to the people in Burma but also to 
neighboring countries in its potential to cause regional instability. 

It is possible that the Burmese military mistakenly believes that the appearance of democracy in the 2010 
election is equal to the appearance of legitimacy. But democracy and legitimacy are not the same and 
should not be confused. True democracy may confer legitimacy but a lack of legitimacy cannot easily be 
glossed over with a make-believe election. 

The use of force is a clear sign of the lack of persuasive power, resulting in ever more coercive measures 
employed against its own citizens. Ashin U Gambira, the intellectual leader of the Saffron Revolution, is 
imprisoned under charges of telling the people that the military dictatorship cannot survive without support 
from the people and outside world. Further, the military is now getting ready to put Aung San Suu Kyi – 
daughter of the founding father of modern Burma, in notorious Insein Prison following an outrageous 
accusation that she committed a crime because Army cadres near her home were unable to stop an 
American man from entering her compound. 

Ashin U Gawsita, the frontline Saffron Revolution monk featured with his loudspeaker in the movie 
‘Burma VJ’, said that when peaceful people are forced at gunpoint on the street of Rangoon by the 
government as seen during the 2007 Saffron Revolution, it becomes obvious that the Burmese regime is 
no longer a legitimate power but a group of terrorists or thugs. Additionally, U Pyinya Zawta, the executive 
leader of the All Burma Monks Alliance from the Saffron Revolution, said that for every violent force there 
is an equal force for peace in the universe. He teaches that if all those who believe in peaceful change in 
Burma -- from inside the country and from other nations -- can act in unison, there will be a strong enough 
force to end Burma's military oppression. 

It is not a question of what China or Russia will do to prolong the military oppression in Burma. It is a 
question of what the Burmese people and the rest of the world are willing to do to help end the reign of 
terror in Burma, where the military generals are powerless against The Lady who knows no fear. 

(May Ng is a member of Justice for Human Rights in Burma. To view her poems about Burma, please 
visit: http://www.othervoicespoetry.org/vol33/ng/index.html) 
-------------------- 

News 

Aid groups: 3,000 villagers flee Myanmar shelling  
AP – 7 June 2009 

By Michael Casey  

BANGKOK, Thailand — More than 3,000 ethnic Karen villagers have fled into Thailand as Myanmar 
troops shelled near a camp where they were sheltering, one of the largest movements of refugees across 
the border in a decade, aid groups said Sunday. 



The Thailand-based Free Burma Rangers said that refugees began streaming out of the Ler Per Her 
camp in eastern Karen state on Friday and that Myanmar forces started launching mortar attacks 
Saturday morning during fighting with Karen guerrillas. Myanmar is also known as Burma. 

The aid group, which conducts missions across the border inside Myanmar, reported the Karen National 
Union fighters were engaged in a fierce fire fight continuing Sunday with Myanmar forces near the camp, 
which lies in one of few last rebel redoubts along the border. 

Thai Army Lt. Gen. Tanongsak Apirakyotin, who oversees the border region, acknowledged that fighting 
was ongoing and that since Wednesday refugees began coming across the Thai border. But he put the 
numbers of refugees at around 1,200. 

The KNU has been fighting for half a century for greater autonomy from Myanmar's central government, 
but its strength has dwindled over the past decade due to army offensives and divisions within its ranks. 
Some 100,000 mostly ethnic Karen refugees already shelter in camps in Thailand after fleeing 
counterinsurgency operations and many more are believed displaced inside military-run Myanmar. 

In a statement, the Free Burma Rangers called the shelling "a serious attack on defenseless people who 
fled just to get to the camp and now have had to flee over the border." It said as many as 4,000 refugees 
had fled to Thailand and that the Ler Per Her camp was mostly abandoned by Sunday. 

The Karen Human Rights Group, a Thai-based humanitarian group sympathetic to the KNU, put the 
number of refugees at 3,000 but their count was only through Saturday. Still, the group said this was "the 
largest exodus from Karen State on a single occasion" since the government launched a major offensive 
against the KNU in 1997. 

The refugees were taking shelter about 100 kilometers (62 miles) north of Mae Sot, a border town which 
is 240 miles (380 kilometers) northwest of the Thai capital, Bangkok. 

A Myanmar government spokesman did not respond to requests for comment on the reports of fighting. 

On Saturday, the rights group Christian Solidarity Worldwide and pro-democracy groups including the 
U.S. Campaign for Burma called on the United Nations to intervene to prevent a humanitarian crisis along 
the border. 

The groups urged the U.N. Security Council to impose an arms embargo on Myanmar's military regime 
and establish a commission of inquiry into crimes against humanity. 

-------------------- 

Attacks on KNLA Continue   
Irrawaddy - 6 June 2009  

By Lawi Weng  

The Burmese army and the ceasefire Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA) are shelling the main 
base of Brigade 7 of the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) with long-distance mortars, according to 
Karen sources. 

Karen relief and human rights organizations said that the Burmese army and DKBA troops have started 
advancing on the Brigade 7 base following a long-distance attack on KNLA Battalion 21 that began at 1 
am local time today. 

A new offensive by pro-junta forces that began on June 1 with an attack on KNLA Brigade 6 has 
displaced more than 2,000 people, forcing many to flee to Thailand, according to Karen aid groups. 

David Takapaw, the vice-chairman of the KNLA’s political wing, the Karen National Union (KNU), said that 
the DKBA was recruiting about 20,000 troops to launch more attacks. 

He added that the current offensive appeared to be aimed at eliminating KNLA bases along the Thai-
Burmese border ahead of a push by the Burmese junta to establish a new border security force consisting 
of DKBA troops under the command of the Burmese army. 



The recent attacks were being launched by Burmese battalions under Light Infantry Division 22 and 
DKBA Battalion 999, according to the KNU. 

Karen refugees are now staying in Ta Song Yang District in Thailand’s Tak Province, according to the 
Karen Human Rights Group (KHRG). 

Poe Shen, a field director for the KHRG, said the fleeing villagers include residents of the villages of See 
Poh Kee, Mae Lah Ah Kee and Mae Lah Ah in Pa-an District. 

Poe Shen said it was risky for Karen refugees to stay in a camp for internally displaced persons in Ler Per 
Her, on the Thai border, because the camp is located near KNLA Battalions 101, 21 and 22. The camp 
houses more than 1,200 people from Pa-an District. 

In response to the offensive, KNLA soldiers launched two guerrilla-style attacks on Burmese troops on 
June 2-3 and planted landmines. Five Burmese soldiers were reported killed and eight injured in the 
attacks, according to a KHRG report. 

-------------------- 

Suu Kyi party warned over trial criticism: media  
AFP – 6 June 2009  

By Hla Hla Htay  

YANGON — Myanmar authorities have summoned members of Aung San Suu Kyi's pro-democracy party 
to rebuke them for a statement critical of her trial, state media reported Saturday. 

Four senior members of the National League for Democracy (NLD) met officials for 30 minutes late Friday 
after comments by the party's youth wing were leaked to the website of a prominent blogger, the New 
Light of Myanmar said. 

"Though NLD has rights for freedom of speech, the announcement... has harmed peace and stability and 
prevalence of law and order in the country and disturbed the trial proceedings of a court," the paper 
reported in English. 

"That can mislead the people into misunderstanding the government, incite activities that may harm the 
public respect for the government, and cause unrest," it said. 

Aung San Suu Kyi faces up to five years in jail on charges of breaching the conditions of her house arrest 
after a bizarre incident in which an American man, John Yettaw, swam to her lakeside home in May. 

The NLD's youth members had circulated an internal document criticising the trial for being held mostly 
behind closed doors and highlighting international condemnation of the proceedings. 

But the comments ended up on the "Niknayman" website, which is blocked in Myanmar as it is run by a 
well-known activist, and the New Light said their publication constituted a breach of the country's 
publishing laws. 

"Stating of such incorrect and biased words in advance while the case is still in progress amounts to 
turning a blind eye to the truth and disturbing the court," the paper said. 

It said the statement had falsely accused authorities of not allowing public reporting of the trial. 

Local journalists and two Chinese reporters have been allowed in court along with diplomats to cover two 
of the 10 days of hearings being held inside Yangon's Insein prison so far. 

The newspaper report said that the case was an "internal issue." 

The four NLD members ordered to meet officials Friday were Than Tun, Nyunt Wai, Hla Pe and Soe 
Myint. They signed a document to acknowledge a formal warning by the authorities. 

Security in Yangon has been tightened since Aung San Suu Kyi was taken to Insein prison from her 
crumbling lakeside house last month. 



On Friday her lawyers presented appeal documents to a city divisional court, asking the court to overturn 
a ban on three of four witnesses whom the 63-year-old opposition leader called to give evidence at her 
trial. 

A judge said a decision on the appeal would be given on Tuesday, June 9, three days before Aung San 
Suu Kyi's prison trial reconvenes after a week-long adjournment. 

US President Barack Obama has described the court proceedings as a "show trial" while Myanmar's 
usually reticent Asian neighbours have expressed strong concerns. 

Japan's deputy minister for foreign affairs, Kenichiro Sasae, urged Myanmar's junta to listen to 
international concerns during his trip on Thursday and Friday to the capital Naypyidaw, the Japanese 
ministry said. 

The Myanmar side replied that the government could not interfere in the trial, it added. 

Sasae also said Tokyo hopes Myanmar will go ahead with establishing a democracy in line with 
international expectations, the ministry statement said. 

Myanmar has been ruled by the military since 1962. Aung San Suu Kyi's party won 1990 polls but was 
never allowed to take office. She has been imprisoned for 13 of the past 19 years. 

Elections are planned for next year but critics say they are designed only to entrench the military's power. 

-------------------- 

State media accuses U.S. and UK embassies of nexus with NLD   
Mizzima - 5 June 2009 

by Salai Pi Pi     

New Delhi – The military government has accused officials of the US and British embassies in Rangoon 
of allegedly dropping into the office of the Opposition party  – the National League for Democracy – 25 
times in May alone. 

The junta’s mouthpiece, the New Light of Myanmar, on Friday reported that officials of the US and British 
embassies in Rangoon had visited the NLD office 25 times and passed on instructions and unknown 
materials to NLD members. 

“During their visit, they met Central Executive Committee (CEC) members of the party [NLD] and gave 
them large and small envelopes and parcels,” the newspaper said. 

But Win Tin, a former political prisoner and a CEC member of the NLD made light of the accusation 
saying the visits by US and British embassy officials were in keeping with ‘normal relations’ that diplomats 
maintain across the world. 

“It is just maintaining normal relations. It is not strange,” Win Tin said. 

It is only normal for diplomats to maintain a relationship with the government, political parties including the 
Opposition and with the media in countries they are stationed in, he said. 

Win Tin said the NLD is an independent political party and does not act on anyone’s behest or advice 
including the US and British embassies. But any advice does help in garnering diverse opinions on 
several issues including political, economic, social and also natural disaster. 

 “It doesn’t mean that NLD accepts whatever they suggest or advice. It depends on us,” he said. 

“Sometimes they ask about Aung San Suu Kyi’s case? How we are tackling it and our plans to react 
among others,” he added. 

Win Tin admitted that embassy officials had brought parcels and envelopes that contained newspapers, 
news bulletins and other world related papers. 

He said the junta by publishing such information in its newspaper, has revealed that it has been 
monitoring the NLD. It wants to defame the party as leaning towards the west. 



“The issue is not worthy of mention in a newspaper. The government has exposed how naïve it is… it 
only degrades their dignity,” Win Tin said. 

Speaking to Mizzima, a Rangoon-based western diplomat said, the visit to NLD office is not surprising as 
many foreign diplomats including those from the US maintain a good relationship and often pay visits to 
the office. But the diplomat declined to elaborate further. 

“They [NLD] have regular meetings with foreign diplomats not just those from the US. Many foreign 
diplomats have been invited to NLD’s headquarter,” a diplomat, who wished not to be named, said. 

“Recently there was the anniversary of the election [1990 elections] results. The chief of the US embassy 
was there along with many foreign diplomats but I don’t know about the parcels and envelopes,” the 
diplomat added.   

The US and British embassy officials were not immediately available for comment. 

-------------------- 

Another Pagoda Accident in Burma   
Irrawaddy – 5 June 2009  

An electric elevator crashed into a stairway inside a well-known Buddhist temple, Bawdi Ta Htaung 
monastery, in the central Burmese city of Monywa on Thursday, injuring five laypersons and two 
prominent Buddhist monks. 

It was the second accident at a Buddhist temple in Burma within a week after the collapse of the ancient 
Danok Pagoda, south of Rangoon, on May 30, which killed some 20 construction workers and injured up 
to 150. 

The incident in Monywa, some 136 kilometers northwest of Mandalay, occurred at 6:30 p.m. On Thursday 
when the temple lift experienced what is thought to be an electrical fault and plunged downward, colliding 
with the temple stairway. The eight persons who were in the elevator at the time were reportedly 
inspecting the country's tallest Buddha statue. One person in the lift, the head abbot of the monastery, 
was uninjured.  

The two abbots who were injured in the accident were Ashin Sandar Dika and Yawainwe-Innma, both of 
whom were well-known for publishing books on society and religion. Both reportedly required surgery on 
their legs following the accident.  

A local source told The Irrawaddy on Friday that the eight persons involved in the accident have been 
taken to a hospital in Mandalay.  

The Buddha statue inside Bawdi Ta Htaung monastery stands at a height of 130 meters (425 feet) and 
was completed in 2007.  

In superstitious Burma, the incident is sure to ignite rumors and intrigue after the mysterious collapse of 
Danok Pagoda just a few days before. Several sources have said that many people are taking the 
incidents to be omens and are openly questioning whether the collapse of the pagoda was related to the 
junta’s prosecution of pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi. 

Meanwhile, the Burmese authorities have banned reports in the media about the collapse of the ancient 
pagoda. 

-------------------- 

Many Burmese See Pagoda Collapse as an Omen for the  Junta   
New York Times – 7 June 2009  

By SETH MYDANS 

BANGKOK — It cannot have pleased Myanmar’s ruling family: the collapse of a 2,300-year-old gold-
domed pagoda into a pile of timbers just three weeks after the wife of the junta’s top general had helped 
reconsecrate it with a diamond orb and a sacred golden umbrella. 



A rescue worker looks through the rubble of the ancient Danok pagoda, which collapsed last Saturday as 
workmen were completing its renovation — killing at least 20 people, according to émigré reports.  

There is no country in Asia more superstitious than Myanmar, and the collapse of the temple was widely 
seen as something more portentous than shoddy construction work. 

It comes at a moment when the junta has put on trial the country’s pro-democracy leader, Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi, after an American intruder swam across a lake and spent a night at the villa where she has been 
under house arrest for most of the past 19 years. 

After two weeks of testimony, the trial is on hold as the junta apparently tries to decide how to manage 
what seems to have been a major blunder, drawing condemnation from around the world. 

The superstitious generals may be consulting astrologers as well as political tacticians as they decide 
how to proceed. That would not be unusual for many people in Myanmar. 

Currency denominations and traffic rules have been changed in the past, the nation’s capital has been 
moved and the timing of events has been selected — even the dates of popular uprisings — with 
astrological dictates in mind. 

“Astrology has as significant a role in policies, leadership and decision making in the feudal Naypyidaw as 
rational calculations, geopolitics and resource economics,” said Zarni, a Burmese exile analyst and 
researcher who goes by one name. He was referring to the country’s new capital, which was opened in 
2005. 

And so it seemed only natural to read a darker meaning into the temple collapse. 

The Danok pagoda, on the outskirts of Myanmar’s main city, Yangon, was blessed May 7 in the presence 
of Daw Kyaing Kyaing, the wife of the country’s supreme leader, Senior Gen. Than Shwe. The event 
received major coverage in the government-controlled press. 

In a solemn ceremony, the worshipers fixed the diamond orb to the top of the pagoda along with a 
pennant-shaped vane and sprinkled scented water onto the tiers of a holy umbrella, according to the 
government mouthpiece, The New Light of Myanmar. 

Like the rest of the heavily censored press, the newspaper was silent, a week ago, when it all came 
crashing down. But word of mouth — and foreign radio broadcasts — spread fast in Myanmar. 

“O.K., she thinks she is so great, but even the gods don’t like her, people believe like that,” a senior 
astrologer said on condition of anonymity because of the danger of speaking to the media. 

The ceremony was part of a decades-long campaign by the senior general to legitimize military rule on a 
foundation of Buddhist fealty, dedicating and re-gilding temples, attending religious ceremonies and 
making donations to monks.  

That campaign was undermined, and perhaps fatally discredited, in September 2007 when soldiers beat 
and shot protesting monks in the streets, invaded monasteries without removing their boots and 
imprisoned hundreds of monks. 

“No matter how many pagodas they build, no matter how much charity they give to monks, it is still they 
who murdered the monks,” said Josef Silverstein, a Myanmar specialist and emeritus professor at 
Rutgers University, at the time of the protests. 

So when the Danok pagoda suddenly collapsed last Saturday as workmen were completing its renovation 
— killing at least 20 people, according to émigré reports — many people saw it as the latest of a series of 
bad omens for the junta that included a devastating cyclone early last year. 

Its sacred umbrella tumbled to the ground and its diamond orb was lost in the rubble, according to those 
reports. 

“The fact that the umbrella did not stay was a sign that more bad things are to come, according to 
astrologers,” said Ingrid Jordt, an anthropology professor at the University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee and 
a specialist on Burma. 



“It is also a sign that Than Shwe does not have the spiritual power any longer to be able to undertake or 
reap the benefit from good acts such as this,” she said in an e-mail message. “In a sense, the pagoda 
repudiated Than Shwe’s right to remain ruler.”  

As laborers began trying to put the pagoda back together, local residents were quoted in émigré 
publications with vivid accounts of supernatural happenings. 

“The temple collapsed about 3:10 p.m. while I was loading bricks on a platform around the pagoda,” a 24-
year-old construction worker told The Irrawaddy, a magazine based in Thailand. 

“The weather suddenly turned very dark,” he was quoted as saying. “Then we saw a bright red light rising 
from the northern end of the pagoda. Then, suddenly, the temple collapsed. I also heard a strange 
haunting voice coming from the direction of the light.”  

Indeed, the Danok pagoda may have been a poor choice for the junta’s ruling family to seek religious 
affirmation. 

According to The Irrawaddy: “Several elderly locals from Danok Model Village said that they believed that 
the pagoda never welcomed cruel or unkind donors, and always shook when such persons made 
offerings.”  

-------------------- 

Sri Lanka and Singapore ministers in Burma   
DVB – 8 June 2009 

A senior minister from the Singaporean government today began a four-day visit to Burma while Sri 
Lankan government sources say that the country’s president is soon to “consolidate bilateral relations” 
with a visit.  

Goh Chok Tong, Singapore’s former prime minister, will meet with senior Burmese government figures, 
including Senior General Than Shwe, during the visit on the behest of Prime Minister Thein Sein.  

“Mr Goh, who last visited [Burma] in 1998, will use the visit to update himself on developments in the 
country,” said a statement on the Singaporean government website. 

Relations between the two countries have in the past been strong, although have come under strain as 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) countries, including Singapore, mount criticism on 
Burma over the trial of Aung San Suu Kyi. 

Last month Singapore expressed “dismay” over the trial, but said that expelling Burma from ASEAN 
would achieve nothing. 

Meanwhile, Sri Lanka President Mahinda Rajapaksa yesterday marked the 60th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic relations between the two countries by speaking of his intentions to visit 
Burma.  

The ColomboPage newspaper reported that he talked of strengthening ties between the two countries, 
following Burma’s donation of $US50,000 to victims of the recent Sri Lankan offensive against Tamil Tiger 
rebels. 

“My visit to the Union of Myanmar this month and the numerous other activities planned to take place in 
our two countries as part of the 60th anniversary celebrations will further consolidate our bilateral 
relations,” he said. 

Reporting by Francis Wade  

-------------------- 

ILO alarmed by forced labour clause in Myanmar cons titution  
AFP – 7 June 2009 

GENEVA — International labour experts on Saturday called on the Myanmar government to amend a 
provision in the country's new constitution that could be interpreted as justifying forced labour. 



A special session at the International Labour Organisation on the forced labour situation in Myanmar 
concluded that the steps taken by the ruling junta towards eradicating forced labour were "totally 
inadequate." 

In a report presented at the meeting, the experts pointed to a provision in the new constitution referring to 
"duties assigned thereupon by the State in accord with the law in the interests of the people." 

The experts expressed deep concern about a provision in the text of the Constitution that "may be 
interpreted in such a way as to allow a generalised exaction of forced labour from the population." 

They called on the government to amend the new constitution, which is meant to take effect in 2010, to 
bring it into conformity with labour rules. 

Myanmar's representative however said the government "cannot accept criticism on our constitution 
process", which he said had been adopted by over 90 percent of voters. 

ILO experts said that exploitation remained rampant in the Asian country, adding "there is no genuine and 
sustained political will to end forced labour." 

They also raised "serious concern on the continued human rights violations in Myanmar and the detention 
of Aung San Suu Kyi" and other political prisoners. 

Opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi faces up to five years in jail on charges of having breached the 
conditions of her house arrest after an incident in which US national John Yettaw swam to her lakeside 
home in May. 

The authorities in Myanmar accused Suu Kyi of covering up the American's presence and rebuked her for 
offering him food and shelter, allegations that have sparked international outrage. 

-------------------- 

Junta clampdown on exiled radio listeners  
DVB – 8 June 2009 

The Burmese junta has clamped down on the rising numbers of unlicensed radio owners in a move that 
media experts see as restriction on the freedom of media and access to pro-democracy broadcasts. 

The ruling junta yesterday issued a warning in the New Light of Myanmar newspaper that those listening 
to radio without holding a license could be prosecuted under the Wireless Act. 

The warning carried no information on why people would be prosecuted nor why numbers of listeners are 
increasing, but a Burmese journalist on the China-Burma border said the increase was linked to the 
political crisis. 

“People tend to buy radios when there is a stir in politics,” he said. 

“[The 2007 protests] was like it is now. As soon as it was like that, people bought radios. During 2003 
Depayin (massacre), people bought [radios]." 

He added that sales of shortwave radios manufactured by China, which are used by exiled Burmese 
media groups to broadcast, were also on the rise.  

Coverage of the trial of opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi by domestic Burmese media is heavily 
controlled. 

Heavily censored private newspapers and journals are restricted from publishing any information that isn't 
covered in the state-run publications. 

Media watchdog Reporters Without Borders last month criticised the trial reporting as one-sided. 

“Even with limited access, the Burmese public is not being properly informed as the military’s prior 
censorship prevents any independent coverage.” 

The chairman of the exiled Burma Media Association (BMA) said the move is an attempt to restrict the 
freedom of media and a means to arrest listeners of exiled media. 



"The military government's…legal actions on radio listeners who do not pay license fees… is an effort to 
hamper the people of Burma who have been depending more and more on foreign radios lately,” said 
Maung Maung Myint. 

“Let's say, if they want to take action on listeners of foreign radios, they want to create a scenario in which 
they could arrest them not for listening to the radio but for not licensing their radios." 

-------------------- 

Jurists Want Security Council to Open Burma War Cri mes Probe   
Irrawaddy - 8 June 2009  

By Marwaan Macan-Markar / IPS Writer 

BANGKOK — Thanks to support from China and Russia, Burma’s military regime has escaped harsh 
criticism at the UN Security Council. But this diplomatic deal could come under pressure following the 
release of a report commissioned by leading international jurists, accusing the regime of committing "war 
crimes."  

"We call on the UN Security Council urgently to establish a Commission of Inquiry to investigate and 
report on crimes against humanity and war crimes in Burma," wrote the five jurists from Britain, Mongolia, 
South Africa, the United States and Venezuela in the introduction to the report, "Crimes in Burma."  

"The world cannot wait while the military regime continues its atrocities against the people of Burma," 
added the jurists, who include South Africa’s Richard Goldstone, Britain’s Sir Geoffrey Nice and 
Venezuela’s Pedro Nikken. "The report’s findings are both disturbing and compelling."  

The report, which was released in late May, accuses the regime in Burma of perpetrating "epidemic 
levels" of forced labor, the recruitment of tens of thousands of child soldiers, widespread sexual violence, 
extrajudicial killings and torture, and displacement of more than a million people.  

The scale of violence—as the Burmese military continues its decades-long campaign to crush ethnic 
rebel movements in the eastern corner of this Southeast Asian nation—has also left a trail of destruction 
that has parallels with the brutal civil war in Sudan.  

"One statistic may stand out above all others, however: the destruction, displacement or damage of over 
3,000 ethnic nationality villages over the past 12 years—many burned to the ground," the report revealed. 
"This is comparable to the number of villages estimated to have been destroyed or damaged in Darfur."  

Prodding the Security Council to consider the violations in Burma as it has done with Darfur is only one 
part of the argument being pushed in this initiative to trigger a probe. The other is the source of the details 
revealed about the on-going violations in Burma. The information was culled from reports submitted over 
the years by UN special envoys assigned as part of a monitoring mechanism to inform the world body 
about the situation in Burma.  

"UN mechanisms have noted there are widespread abuses in Burma," says Tyler Giannini, a co-author of 
the report that was prepared by the International Human Rights Clinic at the law school of the US-based 
Harvard University. "There is a prima facie case for the UN Security Council to set up a commission to 
investigate crimes against humanity in Burma."  

UN General Assembly resolutions on Burma reflect this. "Discrimination and violations suffered by 
persons belonging to ethnic nationalities of Myanmar [include] extrajudicial killing, rape and other forms of 
sexual violence persistently carried out by members of the armed forces," stated one resolution before 
the General Assembly in 2007.  

But, for the Security Council to issue a binding resolution to establish a special commission of inquiry is a 
daunting task. "It is a very tough job," says Thaung Htun, UN affairs representative for the National 
Coalition Government of the Union of Burma (NCGUB), the democratically-elected government forced 
into exile.  

"The Security Council is very much divided on Burma, with France, the US and UK in one camp and 
Russia and China in another," Htun told IPS. "Russia and China continue to say that the situation in 
Burma is not a threat to international peace and security."  



That argument by the Burmese junta’s strongest backers in the Security Council embodies the hurdles 
that have been placed ahead of any resolution calling the regime to account for its litany of abuses. The 
first breakthrough was in 2006, when the Burmese situation was placed for discussion on the Council’s 
agenda.  

That was followed in late 2007 by a statement released by the president of the Council following a harsh 
crackdown of peaceful, pro-democracy protesters led by thousands of Buddhist monks in September 
2007.  

In late May this year, the Council issued a unanimous press statement calling for the release of the over 
2,100 political prisoners in Burma - including that of democratically-elected prime minister and pro-
democracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi. The statement also expressed concern over the recent trial Suu Kyi 
has been subject to.  

This slight opening in the Council to comment on Burma came after the other available UN mechanisms 
proved ineffective. The military regime has barely demonstrated a shift in policy since 1992, when 
resolutions critical of the regime began to be placed annually at the General Assembly. The junta 
responded with a similar cold shoulder when hauled up for violations at the UN human rights body in 
Geneva.  

But there was no mention of war crimes being committed by the regime in those UN reports and 
resolutions spanning the last 16 years. Consequently, the Harvard University report commissioned by the 
five international jurists marks a watershed.  

"There has been some talk within the Burmese democracy movement about this issue of war crimes but it 
did not result in a report like the Harvard one," says Khin Ohmar, foreign affairs secretary at the Forum for 
Democracy in Burma, a network of Burmese political exiles. "This is the first time such a case has been 
made formally."  

"But we should not let this move overshadow the need for dialogue and reconciliation in Burma," she said 
in an interview. "I see it as two separate issues. This is all about justice. Seeking justice cannot be 
undermined by the political process."  

Another factor has also helped in placing the Burmese regime in this new line of fire - the establishment 
of the International Criminal Court (ICC) in 2002 in The Hague.  

Currently the ICC—which has the authority under the international treaty that created it to investigate 
crimes against humanity and war crimes—is probing violations in Northern Uganda, the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, the Central African Republic and Darfur.  

"The emergence of a new international justice order is a factor to push for a probe into crimes against 
humanity in Burma," says David Scott Mathieson, the Burma consultant for Human Rights Watch, the 
New York-based rights watchdog. "And the international community now knows more of what is now 
happening in Burma." 

-------------------- 

Myanmar democracy movement appears to be weakening  
LA Times – 7 June 2009 

A mishmash of disparate anti-government groups has not been able to persuade foreign powers to push 
for Aung San Suu Kyi's freedom. 

By Charles McDermid  

Reporting from Bangkok, Thailand -- Even as the trial of activist Aung San Suu Kyi approaches a 
predictable conclusion in a tumbledown prison courtroom in Yangon, the verdict may already be in for 
Myanmar's pro-democracy movement. 

The opposition, already reeling before Suu Kyi's arrest, increasingly appears powerless, divided and 
incapable of mustering the international intervention needed to topple the country's long-ruling military 
government. As one opposition leader put it, the prevailing sentiment within the opposition is "outrage and 
utter hopelessness." 



A mishmash of acronyms, ethnic divisions and agendas, seven alliances of about 100 anti-government 
groups operate inside and outside Myanmar. Galvanized by recent events, the disparate groups have led 
a chorus of derision for the arrest and trial of Suu Kyi.  

International outrage has followed, with President Obama calling the drama a "show trial." But there have 
been no changes in the government's stance that Suu Kyi, a Nobel Peace Prize laureate, violated the 
terms of her house arrest by allowing an uninvited American to spend two nights at her highly guarded 
compound. She faces three to five years in jail. 

Hard-core activists are not impressed by the international response.  

"We are very thankful the international community is on our side. But this is only lip service," Khin Maung 
Swe, an executive committee member of Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy, said by phone from 
Yangon. 

Western threats of crippling economic sanctions have yet to materialize, and the government's closest 
allies, China, Russia and India, have remained silent.  

Sources in Myanmar, also known as Burma, have confirmed that officials from China, Myanmar's biggest 
supplier of consumer goods and the main investor in the resource-rich country's energy and mineral 
sectors, have visited in recent days to meet with the ruling generals and hold unofficial talks with 
opposition leaders.  

Political scientist and author Aung Naing Oo was once foreign secretary of the All Burma Students' 
Democratic Front, an armed group involved in the violent 1988 protests that catapulted Suu Kyi to 
prominence. More recently, Aung Naing Oo, who studied at Harvard and now lives in exile in Thailand, 
has advocated dialogue between the regime and the opposition. 

"Throwing sanctions from 10,000 miles away" won't change the xenophobic mind-set of the regime, he 
said.  

He blames both the opposition and the regime for stubbornness and inaction, what he calls "old general 
syndrome." 

"I'll give you an example: A 16-year-old fights his whole life for what he thinks is right. Now he's a general, 
he's 70, that's all he knows. These old politicians won't change their minds for the country even if they 
know this is the right way," Aung Naing Oo said. 

With Suu Kyi again detained and many other leaders jailed, the National League for Democracy is facing 
a crisis of leadership and morale. Moral authority, according to Aung Naing Oo and others, is not enough 
to carry the day. 

"Moral authority has kept the movement alive, given it a lifeline," he said. But "you need to bring 
pragmatism into the game. As Bill Clinton said, politics is rhetoric and reality. How to combine the two in 
Burma, I don't know." 

Meanwhile, sources in Myanmar say the streets of Yangon, the former capital, are cloaked in a renewed 
reign of fear, rage and helplessness. 

"In every neighborhood of Yangon, there is always one former political prisoner or a family whose son or 
husband is in jail for political reasons. People are too afraid and too poor to take risks," former prisoner 
Swe Win said. "Only if someone or some group can successfully initiate a movement so big and so strong 
for the ordinary people to participate will protests erupt." 

As the trial of Suu Kyi resumes, and the reeling opposition scrambles to rally universal support, the 
people of Myanmar are left with little more than a day-to-day existence and wishful thinking. 

"Hope is something that keeps Burmese going," Aung Naing Oo said. "When you are Burmese, you have 
to have hope; otherwise, you have nothing." 

McDermid is a special correspondent. 

-------------------- 



178 Burmese Muslim Pushed Back to Burma in 4 Days  
Narinjara News - 7 June 2009 

By Tun Kyaw, Cox� s bazar: Within four days 178 Rohingya Muslims from Burma who entered 
Bangladesh illegally were arrested and pushed back across the border to Burma by Bangladesh 
authorities, a source reports. 

The individuals were arrested by Bangladesh Rifles Battalion No. 17 in the area of Bangladesh's Ukia 
Sub-division under Cox's Bazar District on the border of Maungdaw Township in Arakan State as they 
attempted to enter Bangladesh illegally to seek refuge.  

Many Rohingyas were arrested on a bus in an area of Phalaung Khali while another 25 were arrested on 
a bus in the area of Balukhali in Ukia Sub-division, on the Teknaf - Cox's Bazar highway last Wednesday 
when authorities set up checkpoints for buses traveling that route.  

Rohingyas from Burma have been illegally entered Bangladesh in groups one after another over the last 
month. "The flow of Burmese Muslims into Bangladesh has been unabated," said a border security officer 
on the condition of anonymity.  

Local newspapers claim that Burmese entering Bangladesh are mixing into populations in the Chittagong 
Hill Tracts and causing crime and social unrest.  

Due to the increasing numbers of Rohingyas fleeing Burma and entering Bangladesh, a committee 
comprised of 17 government departments was formed to prevent an influx of Rohingyas from Burma, said 
an official report.  

-------------------- 

3 injured in plane accident in Myanmar   
Xinhua – 6 June 2009 

YANGON -- Two passengers and one pilot were injured in a passenger plane accident in western 
Myanmar on Saturday, sources with the tourism agency said.  

The XY-ADW jet of the Myanma Airways, which is a state-owned airline, with 80 passengers on board 
from Yangon landed out of the runway in Sittwe, the capital of western Rakhine state, the sources said.  

The three persons were not in a critical condition but the landing gear and one wing of the jet were 
severely damaged, it added.  

Out of the sole state-run Myanma Airways, there are other three domestic private airlines, Air Bagan, Air 
Mandalay and Yangon Airways. 

-------------------- 

Junta confiscates private lands   
Khonumthung News - 5 June 2009  

The Burmese military junta authorities confiscated private lands in Kalemyo, Sagaing division western 
Burma in May this year. 

Mr. Zahleithang of Zohnuai Town Peace and Development Council said that 15 acres of land have been 
seized by Kalemyo authorities. The land belonged to two farmers. 

“The reason for seizing the land could be that the two farmers could not cultivate their land. The 
authorities issued an order to confiscate land which is not being maintained by the owner. So the TPDC 
chairman has grabbed the land on the orders of higher authorities,” said a local. 

A total of 200 acres of land have been confiscated by the authorities in Kalemyo area.  After seizing the 
land they ask local people to do the cultivation but the locals hesitate to do so as the lands are 
confiscated from fellow civilians. 

“Local people depend mainly on cultivation. If the authorities seize the land how can we continue with our 
farming? The victims are facing many problems in earning their livelihood. Some have sold their lands 
cheap before it could be seized by the authorities, and then shifted to other villages,” said a local. 



The military junta confiscates private lands citing many reasons. The regime never pays any 
compensation for the lands seized. There are about 1000 villages in Kalay area where 80 percent of the 
population is into farming. 

-------------------- 

Wa prepares full response to junta  
SHAN - 5 June 2009  

Hseng Khio Fah  

The United Wa State Army (UWSA) is reported to have prepared its second round official response on 
the junta’s demands to transform itself into a junta-run border security force, as the deadline for 
compliance of them draws near, say sources from the Sino-Burma border. 

The junta’s chief of Military Affairs Security (MAS) Lt-Gen Ye Myint has asked the UWSA to have another 
round of talks in Panghsang tomorrow, after the Wa rejected its proposal.  

The deadline for the Wa to respond to the demands is by the end of June.  

On 26-27, May, following a summit meeting among Kokang, Wa and Mongla, Panghsang held another 
meeting, an officer who participated in the meeting told SHAN. 

The meeting was held at its main base and it was attended by officials from several ranks.  

“An agreement among the topics discussed was the decision to confirm its rejection to the junta’s 
proposal,” he said. “As for the question whether to transform itself into a border security force would be 
considered after the 2010 elections.”  

Topics discussed in the meeting were:  

- How to answer the junta’s demand to present its full inventory of strength, weapons, units and the list of 
those who are going to retire 
- To prepare its supplies and to hold clear-cut principles regarding the current situation  
- To object to the junta’s designation of training centers for border security forces prior to any agreement 
between the two sides 

The Burma Army has reportedly named Kengtung, the capital of Shan State East, Tangyang, a town 83-
miles south of Lashio, Shan State North and Bahtu, Shan State South as training centers.  

In Mon State, there are two training centers in Thanbyuzayat township, according to Independent Mon 
News Agency (IMNA) report on 28 May.  

But there was a rumor that trainees who don’t pass medical checkup will not be allowed to attend the 
training and trainees over 50 will not be also considered, the source said.  

75% of the Wa leadership had voted to reject the junta’s demands, he added.  

-------------------- 

Mizoram authorities block Indo-Myanmar border trade route no. 2   
Khonumthung News - 5 June 2009  

June 5, 2009: Authorities in Mizoram have blocked the Indo-Myanmar border trade route no. 2 again, 
after opening it for two days for passage of goods, which were stuck near the Burma border. 

The chief reason for the closure was an argument between two associations, which were responsible for 
transporting goods to Mizoram state. Earlier, Mr. Lalthanmawia of Champhai SP had issued an order to 
open the trade route from May 30 to June 1, 2009 to clear most of the goods, which had piled up in Tiau 
village in Burma. Now, the road has been closed again.  

Most of the Burmese traders, usually take goods from Shwely and Muse towns near the China-Myanmar 
border, and then they cross over from Chin state to Mizoram State in India.  

The goods, which are taken from the China-Myanmar border areas usually, take 2 weeks in order to 
reach the Indo-Myanmar border area, but now the authorities have closed the border road for almost one 



month. It creates many problems and difficulties for traders and they find it very hard to ferry their goods 
as well. 

In fact, the goods which arrive at the border area cannot be carried to Aizawl city, without the permission 
of local associations. The Zokhawthar Welfare Committee (ZWC) used to take the responsibility of 
carrying goods to Melbuk village from the Zokhawthar village, after that the Champhai Transport Union 
(CTU) took responsibility to carry the goods up to Aizawl city. However, now there is a misunderstanding 
between the two groups, so the border road has been closed.   

Now the Burmese traders are thinking of transporting their goods through the Manipur border to Mizoram 
or Saiha District in Mizoram as the carrying charges are becoming higher and the local authorities have 
closed the border road, one of the traders said. 

Indeed, Mizoram State is totally dependent upon Burmese goods. The prices of these goods have gone 
up drastically after the local authorities imposed restrictions. 

-------------------- 

Nasaka injures five Bangladeshi fishermen, seizes fi shing boat   
Kaladan Press - 5 June 2009  

Teknaf, Bangladesh: Burma’s border security force, Nasaka, opened fire on a Bangladeshi fishing boat 
near St. Martin’s Island yesterday, injuring five Bangladeshi fishermen, Hussain, the fishing boat owner 
from Shapuri Dip said. 

A section of Nasaka personnel from Nasaka Sector number 8, were patrolling in the Bay of Bengal, when 
they saw a Bangladeshi fishing boat fishing near Burmese territorial waters yesterday morning. The 
Nasaka sent them a signal to stop, but the fishing boat did not do so. The Nasaka, then opened fire on 
the boat, injuring five crew members, including the person who was steering, Safi, the crew said. 

“When the Nasaka reached our boat, they told us to jump into the water, at gun point. When we didn’t, the 
Nasaka beat us and pushed us down into the water and took our boat with our fishes and all our fishing 
material,” he added. 

“We were fishing on our side, not on the Burmese side,” he said. 

According to Nur Alam, the head of another fishing boat, “We rescued 13 crew members, who were 
drifting in the water while we were returning home.” 

The injured fishermen were sent to Teknaf Hospital for treatment and the concerned authorities of 
Bangladesh were informed. 

The man, who was steering, is critically injured and the Teknaf Hospital has referred him to Chittagong 
Medical Hospital for further treatment, an official from Teknaf said. 

The injured people have been identified as, Shafi (39), Abdul Razak (34), Nurul Alam (35) and Abul 
Fayas (38). 

-------------------- 

Opinion & Analysis  

REGIONAL PERSPECTIVE: The Burmese factor in Thai-Si no relations - By Kavi Chongkittavorn  
The Nation - 8 June 2009  

WHILE THE TRIAL of Aung San Suu Kyi was delayed, Burma has been acting with alacrity in the past 
few days with a two-pronged offensive - to disrupt the Thai-Burma border, and to drive a wedge in Thai-
Chinese cooperation on Burma.  

The attacks on the Karen National Union along the Thai-Burma border beginning last week fit in with the 
pattern established in the past two decades. These onslaughts will cause concern among the Thai 
security forces about the influx of refugees and disrupt border trade. Indeed, they were timed to create 
maximum chaos among Thai decision-makers. This armed offensive, part of the comprehensive Burmese 



national defence strategy against Thailand, has been used time and again with satisfying success due to 
the predictable responses of the Thai armed forces and bureaucracy. 

Whenever assertive Thai diplomacy towards Burma is in the making - this time around the Abhisit 
government's attitude was the case in point - the porous Thai-Burmese border immediately turns into a 
conflict zone. Then, Rangoon's additional pressure would be placed on trade and energy sectors. 

The border attacks on minority groups would follow after wide-publicity of comments made by Thai 
officials or politicians on the negative impact if Thai-Burmese relations were disrupted. After May 19, 
Rangoon did exactly that. The Burmese junta-controlled media have been criticising Thailand both as the 
Asean chair and as its Western neighbour for violating the non-interference principle. None of them have 
ever questioned their government's commitment and compliance to the Asean Charter or being part of the 
grouping's collective responsibility. 

Comments by Noppadol Pattama and General Sonthi Boonyaratglin last week on the Abhisit 
government's policy towards Burma were used to highlight the dissident views within Thai society. 
Indeed, they made the comments as a favour to Burma. Sonthi's views were typical and the most 
damaging. He had the audacity to say that if Thailand has a conflict with Burma, it will face defeat. What 
boggles the mind is that Sonthi, the former coup leader, is now aspiring to become prime minister. 

In February, Foreign Minister Kasit Piromya urged energy-related agencies, especially the Petroleum 
Authority of Thailand (PTT), to review its energy policy and take a more holistic approach on Burma. The 
Thai energy need has increased due to continued industrialisation in the past decades, which has further 
deepened the country's dependence on Burma's energy and natural resources. Somehow, the reckless 
top echelon of the Thai energy sector is very recalcitrant due to the web of vested-interest groups to think 
outside the box. Rather, they prefer to be the subject of Burma's constant blackmail. Sad but true, the 
Stockholm syndrome is not only proliferating but firmly gripping the movers and shakers in the energy 
sector. 

As Asean chair, Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva has proved to be an effective leader even when he was 
besieged by domestic turmoil at various regional and international outings on behalf of Asean. But on 
Thai-Burmese relations, he must be a thousand-fold firmer in pressing concerned agencies to cooperate 
with the armed forces and diplomats to come up with a long-term defence strategy on Burma. So far, 
Thailand does not have any centralised blueprint, most of them are piecemeal and ad hoc approaches. 

The political situation in Burma will feature high on the agenda of Foreign Minister Kasit Piromya's visit to 
Beijing on Wednesday and a subsequent visit by Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva from June 24-26. The 
two nations have been consulting each other on their pariah neighbour to ascertain whether their 
respective positions would not undermine each other. 

Thailand and China are facing a similar dilemma dealing with Burma emanating from their dependency on 
natural gas and resources imports and long shared common borders. China and Burma have a 2,192km 
border while the Thai-Burma border stretches over 2,004 km.They have been exposed to a myriad of 
problems, including illegal migrant workers, drugs and human trafficking. In addition, various armed 
minority groups are also active along the border. 

In the past Burma's internal situation was a taboo in Thai-China relations. Occasionally, they took up the 
issue and agreed to disagree. During 2001-2006, however, Thailand's position on Burma was akin to 
China's - do not rock the boat. Both nations defended Burma regionally and internationally urging the 
international community to allow Burma to settle its own problems. They no longer walk on the Burmese 
side. 

Given the severity of international condemnation of Suu Kyi's trial and the ongoing oppression inside 
Burma, both countries realise they have to work closely together to engage Burma in a more coordinated 
way. Otherwise, they could be targets of manipulation by Rangoon. After the Asean Charter is in force, 
there is more room for Beijing to express solidarity with the grouping on a broad range of issues including 
the situation in Burma. 

The recent joint statements from the UN Security Council as well as Asean-Asem (Asia-Europe Meeting) 
were an affidavit of Beijing's pragmatism. Continued strong support of the Asean chair's statement on 
Burma has augured well with the current sentiment within the top Chinese leadership who have for years 



been looking for a unified Asean position on Burma that they can back and use as a rallying point. As a 
matter of policy, China will support the Asean collective position on Burma. 

From Beijing's viewpoint, instability in neighbouring countries directly impact on its own security situation. 
Currently, four out of 14 countries sharing borders with China are in perpetual crisis and chaos or luan in 
Chinese. China is concerned about the possible spill-over effects of fighting against the al-Qaeda and 
Taleban in Pakistan and Afghanistan. With the rising tension in the Korean Peninsula in recent weeks, 
China is sitting near a time bomb, if it fails to convince North Korea to stand down on its nuclear missile 
threats. 

With Beijing's growing clout in world politics so its international responsibility becomes bigger. China 
cannot be seen as an indifferent player. Worse of all would be the perception that China is undermining 
the Asean charter and the Asean chair, which happens to be Thailand, a close friend. Deep down, China 
would like to see stable Thai-Burma as well as Burma-Asean ties. However, under the current 
circumstance, China would need to play the balancing act between its own national interest and rising 
expectations in Asean and international community. 

Abhisit on behalf of Asean must strongly appeal to China for support and impress on Burma to 
accommodate the grouping's concern. A stronger Asean is good for China. A stable Burma is good for 
both China and Asean. Then, the grouping can concentrate on its internal integration and community 
building. China can give its full energy and resources to its ever increasing international engagement. 

Furthermore China's much-needed support would create a reservoir of goodwill within Asean - the score 
card Beijing might find useful in the future. After Thailand, Vietnam will assume the next Asean chair. As 
is well-known, Vietnam has long-standing conflicting claims with China over the resource-rich group of 
islands known as the Spratly and Paracels in South China Sea. 

Truth be told, the reason Burma was admitted to Asean on a fast-track in 1997 was mainly due to the 
Asean senior officials' decision in January 1995 to check China's advance southward to the mainland 
Southeast Asia. Embracing Burma quickly was one measure to halt Beijing's influence by enabling the 
regime to be part of the regional community. 

For the first time, China has to face-off with the new regional situation - coping with two pivotal 
neighbours - one is strategically located giving Beijing access to two oceans and numerous logistic 
advantages and the other is a traditional friend and concurrently the Asean chair. Soon, China will show 
its true colour.  

-------------------- 

CONTRIBUTOR: Balance and Grace - By John Jackson   
Irrawaddy – 6 June 2009  

The last time I met Aung San Suu Kyi was in 2003, shortly before the regime ordered an attack on her 
motorcade that led to the massacre of a number of her supporters and to her detention. She had warned 
that the viciousness of government intimidation was increasing against tens of thousands who would 
gather at rallies around the country to hear her speak. Years of isolation had failed to diminish her allure 
for the Burmese people.  Despite the increasing danger, her fortitude and focus was inspirational. I know 
she will draw on the rare qualities she possesses to deal with the verdict of the show trial she faces now. 
If anything, she will be energized and invigorated by it. The events of the last few weeks have once again 
thrown the spotlight on her statesmanlike perseverance against the juvenile banality of Burma’s dictator 
Than Shwe. The regime has set flowing the myriad streams that coalesce to make her so powerful 
despite her captivity. 

Aung San Suu Kyi’s power flows from many different sources. It comes from all those who invest hope in 
her inside Burma and beyond: from dirt-poor farmers in the plains to cyclone survivors in the delta; from 
refugees outside her borders to those displaced within them; from the businesses that are choked by the 
regime to the public servants prevented form serving their people. It comes from those inspired by her 
selflessness and integrity in a world where cynicism dominates our view of leadership. It comes from the 
narrative of a monolithic military machine pitted against a solitary, courageous woman. Than Shwe 
cannot stop the flow of these streams—his actions only help them to flow stronger and faster. This is why 
he fears her. 



Her power seems almost resurgent as the sharpness of her judgment becomes more and more apparent. 
Over the years her critics, often academics, have said she is too hard, or too soft; too willing to 
compromise or not willing enough. Their common prescription is that if she and the world could just be 
nice to the regime, it would start changing its ways. They really have faith (because there is not a single 
shred of evidence to support their case) that the regime would change if it were treated kindly. They have 
used much of their time and energy, writing whole books on Burmese history, think-tank reports and 
analyses of the minutiae of Burmese factional politics, in an attempt to drive a stake into the heart of Daw 
Suu’s reputation. But events continue to make their critique marginal. Facts continue to expose the 
fallacies. 

Fact one: uncritical engagement as practiced by Burma’s neighbors for two decades has not delivered a 
single reform or conciliatory act by the regime. If any experts out there would like to provide examples 
that I have missed, I’d be happy to see them. 

Fact two: the offer of help to the people of Burma (good in itself) is not an incentive at all for the regime. 
After whole communities were wiped off the map by Cyclone Nargis for lack of warning, the regime then 
allowed survivors to perish by refusing the help of a world willing and able to aid them. 

Fact three: Burma’s people want fundamental political change. Many critics had said that the people had 
moved on from Daw Suu’s political agenda and were just looking for piecemeal change. The Saffron 
revolution of 2007, in which monks marched so bravely while hundreds of thousands of Burmese 
applauded them, expressed clearly the people’s desire for something fundamentally different. 

However, I want to be fair to the critics by addressing the other side, those who profess to be exerting 
serious effort, pressure and diplomacy to ease the regime towards change. I can’t tell you how many 
“gravely concerned” press releases I saw from Kofi Annan during his time as secretary general of the 
United Nations. It looks like Ban Ki-moon has been trying to save the UN paper by simply rubbing out 
Annan’s name at the end of the old releases and replacing it with his successor’s signature! Then there 
are all the governments that have condemned, abhorred and been outraged by the junta’s actions, 
including those that have responded with a raft of symbolic sanctions. 

As for Burma’s Asian neighbors—they have not been neighbors at all. They would hear the screams of 
abuse in the house next door, day after day, year after year, and say it is not their business. Their 
principle, or lack of it, has always been a dangerous one. 

In my view, Daw Suu has maintained with incredible grace the right position of balance through all of this. 
Dialogue is on offer without preconditions. Concessions are always possible in return for measurable 
progress forward. Her people can never be used as cannon fodder to meet her political objectives. 
National reconciliation needs to come from a position of principle married to pragmatism with an 
openness of mind. You cannot give away your most important advantages in the hope the generals will 
be generous in turn. 

For real change, pressure needs to reach a point at which those beneath Than Shwe realize they have 
more to lose by not working with Daw Suu than they have to gain. The pressure needs to come from 
China, which can threaten to withhold its veto of any attempt by the UN Security Council to refer Than 
Shwe to the International Criminal Court. It needs to come from Asean using the human rights 
mechanisms it has signed up to. It needs to come from intense diplomatic pressure by the West on those 
who have most influence on the regime. The condemnations have never worked: concrete action and real 
consequences for the regime if it fails to reform need to be constructed by the international community. 

I have given Daw Suu considerable praise, but don’t misunderstand my view of her. She will be the first 
person to admit that mistakes have been made, that some things could have been done differently. She 
has that honesty. However, on the key questions of dialogue, reconciliation, a role for the armed forces 
and a just settlement for the ethnic nationalities of Burma, she has been right. 

Those who believe political struggles have failed if they do not deliver results quickly, comprehensively 
and categorically need to return to their history books. The African National Congress was formed in 1912 
and achieved its goal of a democratic South Africa eight decades later. The victory of democrats in 
Eastern Europe took half a century. I don’t want Burma to wait that long. We should be impatient for 
change in this beautiful country. But we should not lose sight of what real change means. I believe Aung 



San Suu Kyi has always been clear about that. She said in an interview that her only fear is to let people 
down who depend on her, that she would rather go down herself than let that happen. It says something 
about her if she ends up doing that, but it will also say something about the international community. 

John Jackson is the former director of the Burma Campaign UK. 

-------------------- 

News – ASSK 

Suu Kyi's Trial Delayed a Week   
AP / Irrawaddy – 5 June 2009  

RANGOON — The trial of Burma's opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi for allegedly violating conditions 
of her house arrest was delayed for a week over efforts to reinstate three defense witnesses, one of her 
lawyers said Friday. 

Suu Kyi's trial was adjourned until June 12 while a higher court hears a request by her attorneys to 
reinstate the defense witnesses who were earlier barred from testifying at her trial, lawyer Nyan Win said. 
The decision on those witnesses was expected later Friday. 

The lower District Court earlier disqualified all but one defense witness—legal expert Kyi Win. Those 
rejected were all members of Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy party. 

They include prominent journalist and former political prisoner Win Tin, the party's vice chairman Tin Oo, 
currently under house arrest, and lawyer Khin Moe Moe. 

"The next session will be coming (next) Friday, but there won't be final arguments that day," Nyan Win 
said. 

Suu Kyi was detained last month after American John W. Yettaw swam to her lakeside home without her 
consent and stayed for two days. Yettaw, a part-time contractor from Falcon, Missouri, claims he had a 
dream that Suu Kyi would be assassinated and he went to warn her. 

Suu Kyi has pleaded not guilty. Her defense team acknowledges that the 53-year-old Yettaw swam to her 
lakeside home, but they argue it was the duty of government guards outside her closely watched house to 
prevent intruders. 

Both Yettaw and the Nobel Peace laureate could face up to five years in jail. 

The trial has drawn condemnation from the international community and Suu Kyi's local supporters, who 
worry the junta has found an excuse to keep her detained through elections planned for next year. 

Suu Kyi, 63, has already been held in detention for 13 of the past 19 years, including the past six. 

-------------------- 

US ‘will not impose solutions’ on Burma  
DVB – 4 June 2009 

The United States has said it will not impose its own measures to solve Burma’s problems but that the 
military government should “promote the exchange of information” and empower its own people. 

Speaking at a press conference yesterday, the US Assistant Secretary of State for Public Affairs, Phillip 
Crowley, said that Burma’s problems, with reference to the trial of opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi, 
“are fundamental issues of importance”. 

“They're really about how nations will govern themselves in the 21st century. It's not for the United States 
to impose these solutions on countries such as Burma,” he said.  

The US has long been the fiercest critic of the Burmese government, and holds the toughest sanctions 
against the military regime, who are notoriously fearful of foreign interference and see sanctions as an 
attempt by the West to sap power from its generals.  



The trial of Suu Kyi seems to have dashed any signs of a change in tack by the new Obama 
administration, who had recently suggested the sanctions policy might be softened in favour of greater 
engagement in light of the lack of its tangible success. 

The new US President has promised to “reach out a hand” to countries that were shunned by the 
previous Bush administration. 

“We are going to engage the world, and we're willing to engage…any nation of the world in pursuit of our 
national interest,” said Crowley, adding that the Burmese junta should “empower [its] people”. 

“You can't be fearful of your people. You should find ways to promote the exchange of information, not 
find ways to hide it or to restrict it,” he said.  

Burmese political analyst Aung Thu Nyein said however that the US could go further with engagement. 

“They [the US] are just using sanctions and pressure as a tool to make change in Burma [but] I think they 
should buy some room for engagement - they have to talk more with the generals. 

“At this moment the military regime seems really insecure and they don’t want to move and change.  

“They propose the 2010 elections as a controlled change. They want to make some changes but they 
want to control the process,” he said.  

Elections have been tentatively scheduled for March next year. Many observers see the trial of Suu Kyi 
as a pretext to keep her in detention beyond the elections.  

Reporting by Francis Wade  

-------------------- 

Keep up the Pressure, Urges Win Tin   
Irrawaddy – 4 June 2009  

Win Tin, a prominent member of Aung San Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy (NLD), has urged 
the international community to continue pushing for her release, saying that the pressure on the Burmese 
junta since her trial began more than two weeks ago has given the democratic opposition more “breathing 
space.” 

Speaking to The Irrawaddy on Thursday, the 79-year-old Win Tin expressed deep appreciation for 
strongly-worded statements from world leaders condemning the detention of Suu Kyi and asking for the 
Nobel Peace Prize winner’s unconditional release. 

“That was very significant,” he said of the strong messages of support for Suu Kyi from a number of world 
leaders, including US President Barack Obama and British Prime Minister Gordon Brown. 

He also thanked Thai Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva and other leading Thai politicians, who have been 
unusually outspoken in their criticism of Suu Kyi’s detention, even raising the issue at meetings of 
regional leaders.   

Win Tin also welcomed UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s promise to return to Burma “as soon as 
possible.” He added, however, that the UN chief must be prepared to press for tangible results. 

“If he leaves Burma empty-handed, it will be a setback,” he said.  

He also warned against any slackening of pressure on the regime, which he said was now stalling Suu 
Kyi’s trial in the hope that the international outcry would lose momentum. 

The veteran politician, who spent 19 years in Rangoon’s notorious Insein Prison, where Suu Kyi is 
currently being held, said that the court agreed to hear an appeal of an earlier decision barring three of 
her defense witnesses because the regime was trying to buy time. 

The Nobel laureate’s trial on charges she violated her house arrest was to have final arguments on 
Friday, paving the way for a widely expected guilty verdict and a prison sentence of up to five years. 

Suu Kyi, 63, faces three to five years in prison if found guilty of breaking the terms of her house arrest by 
allowing an American intruder to stay for two days after he swam to her home on May 4. 



Although the trial has resulted in tighter restrictions on Suu Kyi, the intense international attention that it 
has attracted has actually made life slightly easier for beleaguered democratic opposition forces, 
according to Win Tin.  

Before Suu Kyi’s arrest and transfer to Insein prison, activists and dissidents in Burma were powerless to 
make a move without the regime pouncing on them, “but now we have some breathing space here,” he 
said. 

Win Tin also said he suspected the regime was behind the bizarre incident that landed Suu Kyi in a 
special court at Insein Prison. 

“It was a set up,” he said, questioning why John William Yettaw, the American man who swam to Suu 
Kyi’s house on May 4, was able to get a visa to return to Burma after police were informed that he had 
breached the tight security around her home late last year.   

Suu Kyi’s personal physician, Tin Myo Win, had reported this first intrusion to the police on December 4, 
2008. Yettaw entered her compound on November 30 and was immediately told to leave. It was not clear 
what prompted him to attempt a repeat of his earlier illegal entry into Suu Kyi’s residential compound.   

Win Tin also dismissed the regime’s efforts to use the incident to smear Suu Kyi’s reputation and justify 
her continued detention after more than six years under house arrest.  

“People in Burma do not believe the regime’s propaganda,” said Win Tin, adding that the junta’s actions 
could provoke unrest. 

In a sign that the regime is growing increasingly wary of a backlash, it has beefed up security in Rangoon, 
where residents said that they saw about 30 police trucks on roads leading to Insein prison yesterday. 

Win Tin also said that despite the military leaders’ determination to keep Suu Kyi in prison, the daughter 
of Burma’s independence leader doesn’t hold any personal grudge against them.  

“They know her very well. They know that she has no ill will against them, but they want to lock her up or 
deport her somewhere,” he said. 

But the generals were making a serious mistake by attempting to marginalize Suu Kyi, said Win Tin, who 
said that they would need her when the time comes to cede power.  

“They should realize that she can save them,” he said. 

-------------------- 

Suu Kyi Photo Campaign Launched   
Irrawaddy – 4 June 2009 

By Lawi Weng 

Activists have launched a photo campaign to encourage people to get involved in the Burmese 
democracy movement and to call for the release of pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi.  

Myit Myit Aye, a campaign organizer and a member of Nation League for Democracy (NLD) in Meiktila 
District in Mandalay Division, said that campaign activists distributed 3,000 photographs of Suu Kyi in a 
Myingyan Township market on Wednesday.  

In a similar campaign in Tharzi Township, authorities confiscated the photographs from the public after 
they were passed out.    

The campaign plans to distribute another 7,000 photographs in Mandalay Division. 

“We don’t have media freedom here,” Myit Myit Aye said. “So many people can’t see Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi’s photograph in the newspapers. Many people are happy we are distributing the pictures and some 
people even came to my home.”  

She said they are trying to encourage people to get involve in the democracy movement and to pray for 
Aung San Suu Kyi’s release from prison.  



A member of Generation Wave, an activist group base in Rangoon, said the photo campaign also will be 
launched in Rangoon.   

“Our respected leader is in prison,” she said. “This is not fair. We will continue on our campaign till her 
release.”  

Meanwhile, Burmese living abroad also have launched a campaign for the release of Suu Kyi on 
Facebook, the popular Internet social-networking Web site.   

According to the London-based Burma Campaign UK, in late May 40,000 people had registered on the 
Facebook Web site in support to Suu Kyi. 

A Suu Kyi page is being used to promote and coordinate global campaign actions, including a global day 
of action on Monday when demonstrations will take place in more than a dozen cities including London, 
Bangkok, Sydney, Perth, Melbourne, Canberra, Taipei, Barcelona, Paris, Stockholm, Ottawa, Barcelona, 
Cadiz, Seville and Kuala Lumpur. 

Facebook is increasingly popular among Burmese in exile for social networking and the promotion of 
Burma causes. Several Burmese activists and campaign groups in the West and in the region also use 
Facebook to promote Burma. 

Suu Kyi has been detained in Insein Prison under charges that she violated the terms of her house arrest 
when an American citizen visited her house.  

-------------------- 

News - Other 

ASEAN-led humanitarian aid effort needed in Burma   
Mizzima - 4 June 2009 

by Larry Jagan     

Bangkok - Many international and regional aid officials are now suggesting using an ASEAN-led model for 
all future humanitarian assistance to Burma. 

Last weekend was the anniversary of the establishment of the Tripartite Core Group (TCG) – the 
international communities’ response to the Burmese government’s reluctance to accept international relief 
aid and assistance in the first few weeks after Cyclone Nargis devastated most the Irrawady Delta and 
parts of the former capital Rangoon. 

The success of  the TCG, which primarily helped coordinate the international community’s response to 
the devastating affect of Cyclone Nargis in May last year, has led many ASEAN officials, international aid 
workers and UN representatives to urge the Burmese government to consider extending the process to 
cover all humanitarian and development projects throughout the country..   

Aid workers believe it would be particularly useful as a model to improve international support provided to 
the west of the country, the home of nearly a million Burmese Muslims – known as Rohinygas – who are 
causing international concern because of their mass exodus to escape poverty and repression there. 

The ASEAN-led mechanism, which brought together the south-east Asian regional body, UN agencies 
and the Burmese government, was invaluable in ensuring a rapid and effective relief effort in the weeks 
immediately after the cyclone hit Burma. “The dialogue and good cooperation between its members 
contributed to facilitate the efficient, transparent and accountable provision of relief and recovery efforts,” 
the UN’s resident humanitarian coordinator, Bishow Parajuli told Mizzima. 

It was critical in getting speedy access to the Delta for relief workers and providing visas for international 
staff from NGOs and the UN that were needed to support the relief effort in the first few months after the 
cyclone. The Burmese government was initially reluctant to accept relief materials and allow large 
numbers of aid workers into the country.   

“Without the TCG the humanitarian impasse may have dragged on,” Andrew Kirkwood, head of the UK-
based aid agency, Save the Children in Burma told Mizzima. “The TCG helped to build trust, coordinated 
the aid effort, and overcame obstacles like visa handling for humanitarian workers,” said Matt MacGuire, 



Cyclone Recovery Co-ordinator in Rangoon for the British government’s Department for International 
Development (DIFD).   

Many aid workers believe it could now be used now to respond to the problems in Northern Arakan state. 
More than a thousand Rohinygas made international headlines earlier this year when they were allegedly 
pushed out to sea by the Thai authorities after braving the turbulent waters from Bangladesh to Thailand 
and Malaysia in search of a better life. Hundreds ended up in Indonesia and India, as well as Thailand. 

These refugees and their future became a major regional issue. ASEAN at their summit in Thailand in 
February decided that the Bali Process, established in 2002 to deal with human trafficking and other 
crimes in the region should deal with it. At the same time the countries of the region proposed that 
ASEAN coordinate a census of those Rohingyas languishing in south-east Asian countries. 

This raised the prospect of a TCG-type mechanism to deal with the issue, particularly as the south-east 
Asian nations endorsed the idea that the Rohingya issue had also to be dealt with at source – the causes 
for the mass exodus – as well as their repatriation. 

“The TCG could have an enormous benefit if it could be extended to the rest of the country or to specific 
areas like Northern Rakhine state (NRS),” Luke Arend, Medecines Sans Frontiere’s Deputy Head of 
Mission in Burma told Mizzima. 

But other senior humanitarian officials in Burma believe it is the co-operation and coordination that the 
TCG established between the three sides involved that should be replicated. 

“The cooperation between the TCG partners -- Government, ASEAN and the UN representing the 
international humanitarian community -- has worked well, and the UN hopes that the parties can have an 
open dialogue and joint efforts in facilitating the delivery of humanitarian and development assistance to 
other parts of the country,” Mr. Parajuli told Mizzima. 

That is also the view of the ASEAN Secretary General, Surin Pitsuwan whose single-handed efforts gave 
birth to the TCG a year ago. “An ASEAN-kind of initiative, whether it’s the same as the humanitarian task 
force, or the TCG, at this point doesn’t matter,” the ASEAN chief told Mizzima. 

“Neither Myanmar nor ASEAN have the resources necessary to help the humanitarian needs of the 
people in Northern Rakhine State. So an ASEAN-led mechanism of some sort could be helpful. But we 
have to wait for the evolution of the environment -- political or otherwise -- to see if there is an opening in 
which we can make an offer.” 

So far the Burmese government has not responded to such suggestions. It has not even been discussed, 
according to the regional head of United Nations Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) in Bangkok, 
Raymond Hall, which is the lead agency in that area. 

“It would, of course, be technically feasible to use the TCG model for assistance in NRS,” Mr. Hall told 
Mizzima “The discussions that have taken place between UNHCR and the Myanmar Government have 
focussed on a strengthening of our own programme in NRS and increasing the UN country team’s 
involvement.” 

“Although the TCG came about in the very particular circumstances of the cyclone, a case could be made 
for ASEAN, the UN and the Burmese regime to develop a means of working together in other areas like 
NRS,” said Matt MacGuire. “But we see the rather different coordination structure of the 3 Diseases Fund 
as the preferred model for the new livelihoods fund that’s being set up at the moment.” 

The 3-D Fund was set up primarily by the EU, several key European countries and Australia to replace 
the Global Fund when it pulled out of the country several years ago. Now the EU is putting the finishing 
touches to a project to provide financial and technical assistance to poor farmers, not just in the Delta but 
throughout the country. 

The EU’s Livelihood and Food Security Trust Fund or LIFT aims to assist small farmers get access to 
credit, through the establishment of village revolving funds; provide technical and skills training, including 
fish rearing and small scale marketing; and help improve rural households’ incomes. The scheme also 
wants to set up small local factories producing items needed to improve farming yields, including 



producing axes, hoes, rakes, spades, shovels, picks and sickles. Through these projects, LIFT is 
expected to put a $ 100 million into the rural economy over the next five years. 

The important lesson of Nargis and the TCG, according to many aid officials, was that it provided a forum 
for discussion and helped build trust and understanding on all sides. “The TCG was extremely important 
because it helped generate confidence on all sides,” said Andrew Jacobs, who heads the regional 
development division in the EU’s Bangkok office. 

But instead of extending the TCG, the signs are that the model has run its course and is likely to be 
allowed to grind to a halt. The Burmese government has effectively extended the TCG for another year; a 
decision that was conveyed to ASEAN at their summit in the Thai sea-side resort of Hua Hin in February. 
But already there are signs that not all is going to run as smoothly as it did, even in the Delta. 

Visas are now taking much longer to approve as the TCG no longer is responsible. “It’s taking around 4 
weeks for visas now, more than double the previous fast-tracking process,” said a western diplomat 
based in Bangkok who monitors humanitarian and development issues in Burma. “Most international 
NGOs now have a substantial back-log of people waiting for visas,” he said. “And permission to go to 
projects is also taking substantially longer.” 

Most aid workers still prefer to put a brave face on it. “The end of the TCG would not be the end of our 
ability to deliver humanitarian assistance,” Andrew Kirkwood insisted. “It would only mean that we would 
have to work in the Delta under the same rules as we do in the rest of the country. These rules are more 
restrictive on international staff, but not for national staff. We would still be able to deliver assistance on a 
large-scale and in an independent, accountable manner,” he told Mizzima. 

“If the Myanmar Government fazed out of the TCG, it would be the end of a successful mechanism which 
has brought unprecedented access in Myanmar,” said Luke Arend deputy head of the MSF mission in 
Burma. 

The TCG has also helped improve the confidence of the international donors and encouraged a greater 
financial commitment to Burma’s humanitarian and development needs. “Many donors remain cautious 
about large-scale aid assistance to Myanmar, particularly outside of the Nargis affected areas,” said 
Andrew Kirkwood. “The $70 per head of aid assistance raised for the survivors of Nargis dwarfs the $3 
per head in aid assistance allotted to the rest of the citizens of Myanmar. But, this must be balanced by 
the fact that other countries in the region, namely Laos and Cambodia, receive net aid flows of close to 
$50 per head, year after year.” 

Rather than extending the TCG, greater effort needs to be made in getting the Burmese government at 
the highest level to discuss the country’s overall humanitarian and development needs, a senior UN 
official based in Rangoon told Mizzima confidentially. “The government thinks it knows what its doing – by 
building bridges, dams and road, sustained development will magically follow,” he said. “It won’t!” 

But only the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon can have the kind of conversation that is needed, 
especially with Than Shwe, said the senior UN official. So it must be one of his priorities when he visits 
Burma later this year. 

Some critics suggest that actually what Burma needs for development and the Delta’s recovery in 
particular, is not more financial aid, but dramatic reform of the country’s agricultural and financial sectors. 

“There little hope of the Irrawaddy Delta recovering fully in the absence of the recapitalisation and 
reinvigoration of Burma's rural credit system,” said Sean Turnell, a Professor of Economics at Australia’s 
Macquarie University and a Burma expert. “Farmers in Burma have essentially stopped using fertiliser 
since they lack the credit to buy it. Yields are down. And as a consequence the possibility of widespread 
food shortages looms this year,” he told Mizzima. 

“Little investment or land improvement is taking place, so recovery to pre-Nargis output in affected areas 
looks remote - and improvements that would lift Burma to the place it should be (and historically was) on 
the global agricultural scene, is impossible to imagine,” he added. 

What Burma needs more than anything else is economic reforms, a liberalised rice market, and a robust 
financial sector, including extensive micro-credit schemes. This is clearly not on the junta’s agenda. And 



the Burmese people may be better off in the future, if the international community suspended most aid 
programmes until the regime seriously considered liberal economic reforms.   

-------------------- 

Parents face difficulty to admit for high academic costs   
Kaladan Press - 4 June 2009 13:47  

Maungdaw; Arakan State: Parents of student are anxious for high academic costs to get admission for 
their children, where the Burmese junta’s claim of providing free education from the primary to the high 
school-level in Northern Arakan, opening from June 1, said a school teacher from Maungdaw. 

Hundreds of thousands of students are enrolling themselves in schools in Northern Arakan since last 
week of May, said students. 

But, the administer of schools told the parents, children of arm forces personnel first, secondly township 
and village’s administers, thirdly government staff’s, fourthly the Union Solidarity and Development 
Association (USDA) and Swan Arr Shin and fifth for local people will enroll step and step. 

According to sources, school authorities also told the students’ parents to fill up the admission form per 
student which will cost 200 kyats and the enrollment fees are: for primary school 800 kyats, for class five 
1500 kyats and will increase 100 kyats for more class level till 2000 kyats for class ten. 

The authority doesn’t support for school text books which the students’ parents have to pay all the cost of 
text books. For KG class need 1500 kyats for books where 5000 kyats for class four, for class five 10,000 
kyats  and 30,000kyats for class ten, the sources said. 

In Northern Arakan, the Rohingya community are facing myriad persecutions -- political, social, religious 
and economic by the ruling junta, which compel the community for hard survival and difficult to pay all the 
cost of schools’ expenditure where the community has two or more students, said a father of four 
students, who is working as a hard labor at the market of Maungdaw. 

In this year, the system of enrollment of school in Northern Arakan which will be reduce  students to 30 
percent less than last year, said a teacher from Maungdaw. 

-------------------- 

Burmese Army extorts money from vehicle owners   
Khonumthung News - 4 June 2009  

The Burmese Army has been extorting money from vehicle owners in Falam town and other parts of the 
township including Tibil village. This has come in the way of villagers selling their chilies in Mizoram. 

According to sources the authorities of the Burmese Army’s LIB 268 based in Tibual collect between Kyat 
30,000 to 50,000 per service vehicle plying between Falam town, Chin state to the Tibil border area of 
Mizoram state in India. Vehicle owners are reluctant to operate their service, affecting the sale of the local 
produce -- chilies. 

"Traders hire a vehicle for Kyat 4 lakhs a trip. And the army collects Kyat 50,000 per vehicle.  The vehicle 
driver has to pay Kyat 30,000 and the handyman has to pay Kyat 10,500. Besides the owners have 
expenses like vehicle tax, vehicle maintenance and diesel. We cannot make much profit so we do not 
want to ply our vehicles," said a vehicle owner. 

Most people in these 50 villages grow chili as their source of income and they sell it to Mizoram state, 
India during summer. They can produce 5 lakhs tins of chili annually. 

"With the rainy season approaching we can't hire any vehicle. Our chilies are getting moist. It is our 
source of income and we are totally dependent on it. After selling chilies we buy rice and can pay 
children's school fees," said a local. 

Similarly, the LIB 266 based in Vuangtu and Lungler also collect Kyat 500 per tin of chili produced in Than 
Tlang township, Chin state. 



"We have been carrying chilies to Mizoram on horseback. The military collects Kyat 500 per tin of chili on 
the way. We do not get permission to go without paying what they demand," said a local farmer. 

-------------------- 

New border defence forces to replace riot police in  western Burma   
Narinjara News - 4 June 2009  

Maungdaw: The Burmese military junta proposes to replace riot police personnel with a new border 
defence force in the two Arakanese border townships of Buthidaung and Maungdaw, said a police officer 
on condition of anonymity. 

"It is learnt that two riot battalions will be replaced by border defence forces that are now being formed 
throughout the border areas of Burma. The plan will be implemented before the 2010 general elections," 
the officer said. 

The junta is now trying to raise border guard forces with many armed ceasefire groups in the ethnic areas 
of Burma, primarily in the east and north of Burma. 

The border guard forces will be placed under the Kha Kha Kyi and will be directly controlled by senior 
Burmese Army officials from Naypyidaw.  

"The authorities plan to guard border areas in Burma with the new border defence force before the 2010 
election.  The force will be formed as soon as possible by the Burmese military authorities," the police 
officer said. 

Because of this the military authorities are now forcing the ceasefire ethnic groups to transform their 
forces to border defence forces to guard the border areas. 

"Yes, our government has proposed to the ethnic ceasefire armed groups on the eastern borders to serve 
as border guards under its supervision before the ensuing lection in 2010," he said. 

In the western border area, there are no ceasefire groups, but the army authorities will form the border 
defence force with soldiers from the Burmese Army. 

"All ceasefire groups including the DKBA will be transformed into border guards under the direct 
supervision of army officers. There will be no particular name for the groups after the transformation. The 
force will be in place from 2010 in all border areas of the country," the officer said, adding, "I do not know 
if the ethnic groups will come to the western border area for guard duty after they are transformed into a 
border defence force." 

A reliable source said senior military authorities have already ordered local army officers to prepare for 
the formation of border defence forces in Arakan State. 

The largest and most friendly ceasefire group vis a vis the junta is the United Wa State Army in northeast 
Burma. The USWA was also pressurized by the military junta to change into a border defence force but 
the armed group refused the junta's proposal. Relations between the USWA and the junta subsequently 
soured.  

The western border has its own border security force, the Nasaka, which is a combined force of several 
government agencies, including the army, police, customs, and immigration. There is no information as to 
whether the Nasaka will continue to exist once the new border forces are formed. Nasaka forces were 
dissolved once in Burma after former Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt was ousted from power. 

-------------------- 

Wa Army Asked to Reconsider Border Guard Role   
Irrawaddy – 4 June 2009 

By Saw Yan Naing  

Following its rejection of an instruction to serve as border guards under the Burmese military, the United 
Wa State Army (UWSA) has been told by Burmese Military Affairs Security Chief Lt-Gen Ye Myint to 
reconsider its decision carefully, according to sources on the China-Burma border.    



The move came after the UWSA rejected the junta’s instruction to assign its soldiers to border guard 
duties under a joint-command of the Burmese army.     

Aung Kyaw Zaw, a Burmese analyst on the Sino-Burma border, said Ye Myint was unhappy that the 
UWSA rejected the instruction.  

The UWSA also rejected a Burmese military order to withdraw troops from the Thai-Burma border area.  

Sein Kyi, an assistance editor of the Chiang Mai-based Shan Herald Agency for News (SHAN), said that 
tension between Wa soldiers and Burmese troops has increased in recent days.  

One example of heightened nerves, he said, occurred on May 31 when seven UWSA vehicles stopped at 
a Burmese checkpoint on the Thai-Burma border and Burmese soldiers tried to inspect what the vehicles 
carried. He said Wa soldiers would not allow the vehicles to be inspected and an argument broke out 
between the troops.   

Wa soldiers in the southern region are stockpiling food and supplies in case armed clashes break out, 
according to the news agency,      

Wa soldiers now on leave reportedly have been called back to duty. Wives and children of Wa soldiers 
have been sent out of potential conflict zones, the SHAN reported.   

The UWSA has an estimated 20,000 soldiers. 

-------------------- 

Burmese Media Again Challenge Thailand’s Burma Poli cy  
Irrawaddy – 4 June 2009 

By Wai Moe 

Burma’s state-run media has resumed its war of words with the government of neighboring Thailand over 
Bangkok’s Burma policy. 

The Myanma Alin newspaper reported on Wednesday that former Thai Foreign Minister Noppadol 
Pattama had charged that Thailand’s relationships with neighboring countries had worsened under the 
administration of Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva and Foreign Minister Kasit Piromya.  

Noppadol served briefly as Thailand’s foreign minister in the short-lived government led by the People’s 
Power Party, which took office in 2008. Noppadol, a lawyer, was a close associate of fugitive former 
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, whose government had nurtured close ties with Burma. 

Wednesday’s Myanma Alin report quoted remarks by Noppadol that appeared in the Thai daily Matichon: 
 “Now Thailand is the chairman of Asean [the Association of Southeast Asian Nations] and the credibility 
of the Asean chairman is down because Thailand’s relationships with Asean members, Burma and 
Cambodia, are not good.” 

Thailand, as chairman of Asean, issued a statement on May 19 condemning the trial of Aung San Suu Kyi 
and calling for the release of her and all other political prisoners. Myanma Alin quoted Noppadol as 
saying the statement was interference in Burma’s internal affairs.  

The Burmese newspaper also reported that Noppadol had called on Kasit to resign.  

In a report on Burmese-Thai relations on Tuesday, Myanma Alin quoted Gen Sonthi Boonyaratglin, a 
leader of the 2006 coup that ousted Thaksin, as saying that “if Thailand has a conflict with Burma, it will 
face defeat.” 

Another Burmese language daily, The Mirror, has also carried reports questioning the Thai government’s 
Burma policy, although the state-run English language daily, The New Light of Myanmar, has been silent 
on the issue.  

-------------------- 

Opinion & Analysis  



CONTRIBUTOR: A Dangerous Experiment - By Aung Moe Z aw 
Irrawaddy – 4 June 2009  

A judgment will soon be passed down on Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. The timing of the judgment and the 
sentence will be influenced to some extent by international pressure.  

Her arrest and detention have sparked international outrage and even condemnation by Burma’s usually 
passive neighbors. This show of disgust, anger and disapproval will play a role in what happens next. 
Indeed, had there been similar sentiments expressed consistently prior to this, Aung San Suu Kyi might 
not be in such a predicament.  

Unfortunately, in recent years the international community has made far too many concessions to the 
regime and has inexplicably wavered in its commitment to denounce the junta’s illegitimacy.  

Burma’s generals took this as a sign that they were getting the international stamp of approval to follow 
their “seven-step road map to democracy” and that if Suu Kyi stood in their way, then surely the 
international community would understand that they would have to react. 

In my opinion, it is inexplicable that there could be a softening of stance toward the regime. The regime 
has done nothing whatsoever to advance democracy, freedom, development or human security in our 
country. The regime's road map has not included anyone outside their clique. The regime even denied 
humanitarian assistance to reach the hundreds of thousands of people suffering the devastating impact of 
Cyclone Nargis in May last year.  

Yet there are voices are in favor of supporting the regime's 2010 election, who suggest that such an 
election could overcome the political deadlock in the country. And these voices are gaining ground among 
international diplomats, journalists, academics, UN bodies and international agencies.  

In order for the election to go ahead, some have floated the idea of excluding Suu Kyi from the political 
process, suggesting that she should be “above politics.” These voices have emboldened the regime to 
take the necessary steps to exclude the NLD leader from the political arena—by arresting her, charging 
her and sentencing her. 

And if these voices alone had not yet persuaded the junta that it was on the right path, the remarks of US 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton during her trip to Southeast Asia that the previous US policies on 
imposing sanctions had not influenced the junta and needed to be reviewed, could only send one 
message to the regime: that the new US administration would take a softer approach to Burma, and thus 
the regime could act without fear of repercussions. 

I have had personal experience of this "Give the regime a chance!" stance. When the junta announced 
plans to hold an election, there were those that advised me not to oppose the election and that calling for 
a boycott of the process would not be a good move, because it was not fashionable. 

Then, on 16 May, two days after the junta had made their absurd charges against Suu Kyi and taken her 
to prison, a participant in the Gwangju International Peace Forum in South Korea criticized the democracy 
movement in Burma, saying it was dependent on one person.  

The moderator at the forum suggested that the Burmese democracy movement accept the election as a 
step forward in a process of gradual transition.  

I was shocked that such views should be aired at a forum that was honoring Min Ko Naing, one of the 
thousands of people who have dedicated their lives to bringing change to Burma, and shocked that such 
remarks could be made within two days of the regime bringing trumped up charges against the opposition 
leader. 

I understand of course the frustration that everyone feels; but frustration must not make us act irrationally.  

It was frustration that sent John William Yettaw across the lake and it is frustration that says “Let's go 
along with the regime.” It is frustration that makes us forgets that it is the regime that refuses to engage in 
dialogue—that it is the regime that has the power to make the transition, but refuses to do anything.  



We cannot act out of frustration. We must remain resolute; we must remain logical; we must ensure that 
the message to the regime is unfaltering—there can be no democracy without the people and therefore 
the people and their representatives must be part of the process toward democracy. 

The verdict that the regime passes down on Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is in effect the verdict bestowed on 
all those who have weakened their stance against the regime.  

It is not an experiment—trying out a tough stance one day, then a soft stance the next. The 
consequences are further abuse of Suu Kyi, and further abuse of and violence against the people of 
Burma. 

Aung Moe Zaw is chairman of the Democratic Party for a New Society, an opposition group based in 
exile. 

-------------------- 

CONTRIBUTOR: India Should Reassess its Burma ‘Sweet heart’ Policy - By Nehginpao Kipgen  
Irrawaddy – 5 June 2009  

India and Burma not only share a common border, but are home to millions of people from the same 
ethnic communities, separated during the creation of the two countries in 1947 and 1948.  

They include the Kukis, Nagas and Shan, who live side by side in the Indo-Burmese region.  

In the late 1980s and early 1990s, the Indian government was noticeably sympathetic and supportive to 
the Burmese democracy movement. Burmese activists were openly welcomed and sheltered in India, 
whose government was vocal on human rights and democracy.  

One notable staunch supporter of the Burmese democracy movement was George Fernandes, the then 
Indian defense minister in the National Democratic Alliance coalition government. His official residence 
housed Burmese democracy activists, where a large picture of Aung San Suu Kyi, the 1991 Nobel peace 
laureate, was placed.  

Support for Burma's democracy movement faded with the introduction of India's "Look East" policy. A 
dramatic foreign policy shift, from pro-democracy to pro-military, began during the Congress government 
of Prime Minister P V  Narasimha Rao in 1991, and was augmented by the Bhartiya Janata Party under 
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee (1998-2004).  

Salient factors for India's policy shift were its national interest and security. Opening doors to Southeast 
Asia provided a gateway to expanding its international market. Tackling insurgencies in the northeastern 
part of the country and countering China's influence in the region were the primary security concerns.  

As long as China is economically and strategically engaged in Burma, India is likely to stick with the 
defunct non-aligned movement doctrine of "non-interference" in the internal affairs of others, which serves 
its national interest. There is no foreseeable sign, at least in the near future, that New Delhi will retreat 
from a sweetheart relationship with Naypyidaw.  

International outrage over Suu Kyi’s trial in Rangoon is not shared by the Indian government, which is 
prevented from advocating human rights and democracy because of economic interests and its fear of 
antagonizing the Burmese military regime. 

The safety of Suu Kyi is one rare common concern shared by pro-sanctions and pro-engagement 
governments alike. Her trial has sparked an unexpectedly critical reaction from the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (Asean), which has traditionally been silent on Burma. As a member of Asean, 
Burma has a responsibility to protect and promote human rights, according to a statement released by 
Thailand, which currently chairs the bloc.  

The statement, issued on May 19, said in part: "With the eyes of the international community on Myanmar 
[Burma] at present, the honor and the credibility of the government are at stake."  

A similar statement was expected from India, the world’s largest democratic nation, but it was never 
heard. 



Engaging Burma is not a wrong policy. However, engaging the military generals for the sole purpose of 
economic partnership and counterbalancing China's influence in the region is discouraging.  

New Delhi's overture to root out Northeast Indian militants from Burma also remains an open question. 
The militants still enjoy free passage.  

Burma will not be under a military dictatorship forever. It is important that a democratic nation like India 
does not compromise its cardinal democratic values just to dance in the tune of the Burmese military 
generals.  

The new Congress-led coalition government, under the leadership of Sonia Gandhi and Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh, needs to look beyond the Northeast militancy problem and its relations with 
Communist China.  

While the United States is reviewing its policy toward Burma, India should offer every possible support to 
formulate a coordinated international strategy. A democratic Burma would better serve the interests of a 
diverse and democratic India.  

Nehginpao Kipgen is general secretary of the US-based Kuki International Forum (www.kukiforum.com) 
and a researcher on Burma's politics. 

-------------------- 

Rangoon: a tale of two cities amidst political turm oil - by Celeste Chenard     
Mizzima - 5 June 2009  

The youth brusquely inserted himself between me and the shoe repairman. I had often taken my 
damaged footwear to this particular gentleman, a middle-aged man, slight in build, who occupies a small 
area of sidewalk in central Rangoon between a vendor of pirated movies and a fried vegetable stand – 
but never had my business negotiations been usurped by local street thugs simply out to take a cut. "You 
have money," were the three words seemingly repeated ad infinitum – fingers jabbing in my direction. For 
his part, all the repairman could do was lower his head and eyes in silent apology.    

It is often said development depends on the degree of political openness in a country. In Burma, relative 
economic openness was initiated in the early 1990s. However, without any corresponding gains in 
political openness Burmese society is instead increasingly characterized by social inequality. In the words 
of Aung San Suu Kyi, the country practices "close friends capitalism based on the favors of those who 
have good relations." 

In Rangoon the establishment of a two tier economy is easily identifiable. Upscale malls, Internet cafes 
and clubs have sprung up, giving sections of the former capital an outward impression of modernization. 
But only a short distance away a very different Rangoon presents itself. Despite official statistics that 
detail economic growth in excess of ten percent for the better part of the decade, since the early 1990s it 
is estimated that the percentage of Burmese living below the poverty line has increased from 20 to 30 
percent. 

There are still shocking levels of poverty in some of the city's poorer districts, public transport is 
overcrowded, and for most of the population electricity remains intermittent at best. Infrastructure is in 
particularly poor shape, with badly decaying buildings, potholed roads and destroyed pavement – as if run 
over by a bulldozer – common sight. 

A small population of privileged elite does live in special neighborhoods. They drive big cars, a luxury few 
Burmese can afford due – among other reasons – to archaic import restrictions which can geometrically 
inflate the price of a new vehicle. Meanwhile, taxis – invariably without all their working components – are 
driven by university graduates. Not uncommonly, two or three friends will together rent a taxi and work in 
shifts, impossible, they say, to otherwise account for the rent of the vehicle. 

At the 50th Street Bar and Grill a group of young Burmese elite on a recent night mixed easily with the 
local expatriate population, talking of trips abroad and planning the weekend's reverie – in this case a 
concert by a band from the United States on Friday and poolside barbeque the following day. Priced in 
dollars, some of the Burmese in attendance that evening spent the equivalent of two percent the 
estimated average per capita income of their fellow countrymen and women. 



And, on the shores of Inya Lake – oblivious to the nocturnal adventures of a Mr. John Yettaw transpiring 
at the very time – a well-off crowd packed the Power Light musical restaurant, adorning the female 
dancing troupes and singers with an array of garish gifts. If a girl is lucky enough to have a special 
following, it is said she can earn up to 300,000 kyat (approximately $300) in a single night. In comparison, 
in addition to room and board a live-in business assistant may expect to earn 20,000 kyat for an entire 
month's work. 

And even if the recent global financial crisis, in addition to Cyclone Nargis, has taken its toll on Burma's 
financial indicators – growth last year was said to have slowed to 4.5 percent from previous double-digit 
highs earlier in the decade – the military leaders and their business associates continue to live lives of 
luxury compared to the vast majority of Burma's population. 

In contrast to the sparkle and glitz that dot Rangoon's landscape, for most it appears it is becoming more 
and more difficult to make daily ends meet. Stagnant or nonexistent salaries fail to account for the ever 
increasing prices of commodities. While every morning people still go to the market, it is becoming more 
and more challenging for women to work within their budgets to feed entire families. 

An elderly, barefoot man with a hollowed chest makes his nightly rounds through the city – literally 
covering dozens upon dozens of blocks – hawking shrimp crackers he carries in a large plastic tub to 
those frequenting the open-air teashops. Children, grime from the streets caked to their skin and thankful 
for even a 10 kyat note, tug at the shirts of people watching movies and videos on television sets placed 
out on the sidewalks. 

Business is not good and people are keeping what money they can to feed their families and cover the 
basic needs of the household. An increasing number of youth are leaving the country in search of greener 
pastures. 

Amidst this wanting economic landscape, recent political events have transpired to concoct a potentially 
volatile social atmosphere. Authorities continue to postpone the verdict of opposition leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi, buying time and hoping to secure the domestic situation while mollifying international discontent. 

In the past, a deteriorating economic situation has led to protests that inevitably took on a political 
overtone. Less than two years ago, in September 2007, the military brutally crushed protests originally 
ignited by an overnight drastic rise in the cost of fuel. Similarly, the massive unrest of 1988 came after 
years of disastrous socialist economic policies – and the instant demonetization of much of the currency – 
left a population desperate for reform.   

Given the current political and economic climate in Burma, could history again repeat itself in the form of 
a mass uprising?   

In a repressive state such as Burma, many people live in constant fear – including financial fear. Although 
some people have discreetly shown their dissatisfaction with the behaviour of the authorities in placing 
Aung San Suu Kyi on trial – gathering in front of Insein Prison in support of the detained Nobel Laureate – 
the streets of Rangoon are generally absent of a sense of civil uprising. People surely care about the fate 
of 'The Lady' and greatly respect her, but are at present more interested in simply surviving than in 
politics. 

Nonetheless, who can predict the reaction of the population when the final verdict against Suu Kyi is 
announced? Even though the streets of Rangoon may be full of fortune-tellers – valued commodities to 
both rich and poor alike, in Burma it is often wise to expect the unexpected.   

(Additional writing by Joseph Ball.) 

-------------------- 

News – ASSK 

Court Postpones Suu Kyi Verdict, Admits Defense Wit nesses   
Irrawaddy - 3 June 2009  

The Rangoon court trying opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi agreed today to delay the verdict it was 
planning to give on Friday and to hear the evidence of three defense witnesses instead. 



Nyan Win, a member of Suu Kyi’s legal team, told The Irrawaddy that the decision to allow the witnesses 
to testify was “another significant stage towards winning the case.” 

Nyan Win said the decision meant that “the final verdict that was scheduled to be held on Friday will be 
given later.” 

A defense plea to admit the three witnesses was earlier denied by a special provincial level court in Insein 
Prison. The divisional level court now trying the case had reversed that decision, Nyan Win said. 

No date had been given for the reading of the verdict, the lawyer said. 

Suu Kyi is charged before the Insein Prison court with violating the terms of her house arrest by giving 
shelter to an American intruder, John William Yettaw. If found guilty, she faces a sentence of up to five 
years imprisonment. 

-------------------- 

Trial of Aung San Suu Kyi: Tried 'for being polite'   
Straits Times – 4 June 2009 

WASHINGTON - THE United States criticised Myanmar Wednesday, saying it had put opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi on trial 'for being polite.'  

The critique was delivered by the State Department's new communications director, PJ Crowley, who told 
reporters the United States wanted to promote 'the concept of integration rather than the concept of 
isolation.'  

'We'll be looking for countries that are acting as problem solvers, as opposed to countries that are acting 
as spoilers. We'll be looking for countries that empower people - or not fear them,' he said.  

'I mean, that certainly is the situation in a country like Burma, for example, where this week you have a 
Nobel Peace Prize winner on trial for being polite.' Ms Suu Kyi, who won the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize, 
faces up to five years in jail on charges of breaching the conditions of her house arrest after a bizarre 
incident in which an American man, John Yettaw, swam to her lakeside home in May.  

Authorities in Myanmar have accused Ms Suu Kyi of covering up the American's presence and have 
rebuked her for offering him food and shelter.  

The trial, the latest episode in a nearly two-decade test of wills between the pro-democracy champion and 
Myanmar's ruling junta, has provoked an international outcry.  

But leaders have dismissed outside criticism, saying the trial was an internal matter. Ms Suu Kyi has been 
deprived of her liberty for 13 of the last 19 years.  

Mr Crowley said the issue was 'how nations will govern themselves in the 21st century.'  

'It's not for the United States to impose these solutions on countries such as Burma. In fact, for a country 
like Burma, if you're going to succeed in the 21st century, you have to empower your people. You can't be 
fearful of your people,' he said.  

'You should - you'll find ways to promote the exchange of information, not find ways to hide it or to restrict 
it,' he said. -- AFP 

-------------------- 

Suu Kyi trial 'a chance' for UN inquiry on Burma   
AFP – 3 June 2009 

The international community should use global outrage about the trial of Aung San Suu Kyi to push for a 
UN inquiry over possible crimes against humanity in Burma, legal and rights experts said. 

The case against the democracy icon, who faces up to five years' jail on charges of breaching her house 
arrest, has provided a "window of opportunity" to investigate Burma's junta, said Tyler Giannini of Harvard 
Law School. 



Giannini co-authored a report in May calling for the UN Security Council to follow the precedent of 
Rwanda and the former Yugoslavia, where inquiries led to special tribunals and prosecutions. 

"The trial of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is putting additional scrutiny on Burma right now and really 
highlighting the lack of judicial independence," Giannini said at the Foreign Correspondents Club of 
Thailand late Tuesday. 

He said that with political unity there was a "very good chance... that (UN) member states will consider it 
seriously and it has a chance to get on the agenda in the fairly near future because of this current 
scrutiny." 

Burma's military regime charged Aung San Suu Kyi last month over an incident in which an American 
man swam to her lakeside home. She has already spent 13 of the last 19 years in detention. 

The case has sparked international outrage, with US President Barack Obama calling the proceedings a 
"show trial". 

The Harvard report quoted UN documents as saying Burma's military regime has uprooted or destroyed 
more than 3,000 villages in the past 12 years, executed innocent people and practiced widespread sexual 
violence and torture. 

David Mathieson, a Burma researcher for Human Rights Watch, supported the call for a UN inquiry in the 
country. 

"What this report is trying to say is that this is about justice, and justice should be served regardless of the 
outcome of Aung San Suu Kyi's trial, but it does provide an opportunity," he said at the event in Bangkok 
yesterday. 

Khin Ohmar, of the Forum for Democracy in Burma, said the world had already squandered a chance to 
act after being allowed some access to Burma following cyclone Nargis in May 2008. 

"The international community should not miss this type of opportunity again," she said.  

-------------------- 

News - Other 

Women, children held after rare protest in Myanmar  
Reuters – 4 June 2009 

YANGON - Myanmar police arrested five people, including children, outside the U.S. embassy on 
Thursday where they had sought help for the release of a man detained by the military regime. 

The two women and three children were arrested in the former capital Yangon after they held up a 
placard calling for the release of "our father, husband". 

The identity of the detained man was not known. 

The group had met with U.S. embassy officials for 15 minutes and left without incident, an embassy 
spokesman said. 

"They were concerned about a private matter. There was no political motivation," he said. 

Public protests are rare in the former Burma and the military government deals harshly with dissenting 
voices. 

According to the Thailand-based Assisting Association for Political Prisoner (Burma), there are more than 
2,000 political prisoners of conscience in Myanmar, which has been ruled by the military for nearly half a 
century. (Reporting by Aung Hla Tun; Writing by Martin Petty; Editing by Darren Schuettler and Valerie 
Lee) 

-------------------- 

Landslide kills four in Southern Burma   
Mizzima - 4 June 2009 



by Ko Wild     

Chiang Mai - At least four people were killed in a landslide triggered by heavy downpour laced with a 
storm in Burma’s southern most town of Kawhthaung in Tenessarim division on Wednesday. 

Local residents of Kawhthaung told Mizzima that a house in Shwe Min Wun ward was buried under mud 
following the landslide, killing a mother and three children. The father, whose leg was fractured, and two 
other neighbours were admitted to hospital. 

“Four people died and three are hospitalised. The house was located on the foot of a hill. When heavy 
rain and storm occurred last night the mudslide hit the house and buried the children and their mother. 
We were only able to recover the bodies this morning,” a local resident told Mizzima. 

Locals said heavy rain has been continuing for the past two days, but on Wednesday it combined with 
strong winds. Reportedly, several houses and shops are inundated, and in some low lying areas, the 
water level is up to the chest. 

Though it was sunny on Thursday people, whose houses have been inundated, were seen busy clearing 
the debris that the water had brought in. 

-------------------- 

Junta-EU Relations Worsening   
Irrawaddy – 3 June 2009 

By WAI MOE  

The Burmese government’s relationship with the European Union worsened last week as it officially 
rejected the appointment of an EU special envoy to Burma during the Asean-EU meeting in Phnom Penh.  

According to state-run-newspapers on Tuesday, the deputy foreign minister told delegations at the 
ministerial meeting that Burma did not recognize “the appointment of the EU representative as well as his 
activities.”  

Special EU envoy Piero Fassino, an Italian diplomat, was assigned as the EU special envoy to Burma on 
November 7, 2007, following the regime’s crackdown on demonstrators in September of that year.   

Fassino’s assignment was to coordinate EU efforts to bring positive change in Burma by encouraging 
democratic reconciliation, human rights and economic development.  

Burmese newspapers reported on Tuesday that at a lunch of the Asean-EU Ministerial Meeting in Phnom 
Penh on May 28, representatives of “Britain, EC [the European Commission], Slovakia, France, Norway 
[a non-EU member], and Czech Republic voiced their concerns” on Burma’s political situation and the trial 
of pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi.  

The story alleged that the Dutch delegate at the meeting said he believed the trial of Suu Kyi was an 
internal legal issue as stated by the Burmese government, and there should be no interference in 
Burma’s internal affairs.  

The comments as quoted by the state-run press created a backlash in the Netherlands, where Burma 
activists expressed surprise at the Dutch delegate’s comments, because the Netherlands is one of most 
outspoken EU countries on Burma’s democracy and human rights records.  

An official from the Dutch ministry of foreign affairs denied the statement attributed to the Dutch delegate 
in Burmese newspapers, saying it was “absolutely not true.”  

In an e-mail to The Irrawaddy, she said, “The Netherlands has not changed its position on Burma, neither 
has the EU.”  

“During both Asem and EU-Asean meetings, the Netherlands had a strong position on Burma and 
intervened in plenary sessions as well as talked to the Burmese delegation directly, to express dismay 
with the arrest of Aung San Suu Kyi and focus on the release of the other political prisoners,” she said.  

Even before the Suu Kyi trial started in mid-May, the EU had expressed disappointment with Burma’s lack 
of progress in responding to international calls for reconciliation.  



On April 27, the EU extended its common position on Burma for one more year. Since 1996, the EU’s 
common position includes economic sanctions, an arms embargo and visa ban on Burmese military 
officials, plus a ban on high level visits to Burma by EU-member country officials.   

A European diplomat in Bangkok who often travels to Burma said that although the EU attempted to 
engage the Burmese regime, particularly on the issue of relief missions for the Cyclone Nargis disaster, 
the regime has closed its doors to European diplomats.  

He said that officials from the EU, one of the main donors to Nargis survivors, can only reach lower-rank 
Burmese officials.  

Early this year, a minister from a EU country, Ulla Toraes, who serves as the Danish development 
minister, visited Burma. However, she only had a meeting with the president of a junta-backed 
organization, the Myanmar Red Cross Society, according to state-run newspapers. 

-------------------- 

ASEAN urged to pressure junta for democracy in Burm a  
Mizzima - 3 June 2009 

by Usa Pichai     

Chiang Mai - ASEAN should use its charter and the ASEAN community should work out a mechanism to 
mount pressure on the Burmese military junta to usher in democracy in the country, a seminar in Bangkok 
concluded. 

Several organizations including the Foreign Affairs Committee of The Senate of Thailand and the Thai 
Action Committee for Democracy in Burma (TACDB) organized a conference “Roles of Thailand and 
ASEAN in Democracy Development in Burma; a case of Aung San Suu Kyi ” on Tuesday, in the Thai 
Parliament in Bangkok. 

Surapong Chainam, Counselor of Minister of Foreign Affairs said that the outcome of the trial which was 
postponed to June 5 is predictible because there is no rule of law in Burma. 

“This case is a significant test for the unity of ASEAN countries, particularly the ASEAN Charter which has 
several articles related to human rights issues, rules of law and good governance. It depends on ASEAN 
whether it would let the charter be only a paper or gain its holiness,” Surapong said according to a report 
in a Thai News Agency. 

Meanwhile, Laddawan Tantiwittayapitak from TACDB said that ASEAN must use the charter beneficially 
to create justice for the people. “However, it’s hard work, so the ASEAN and Thai Parliament should 
collaborate to work on development of democracy in Burma such as to observe Aung San Suu Kyi’s trial, 
impeach Burma from ASEAN membership or discuss with China which plays an important role vis a vis 
the  Burmese government.”  

He also added that Thailand’s statement on the trial was not interference with Burma’s internal affair and 
the member countries in ASEAN did not go against this action. 

On Wednesday, 22 women members of the Thai Parliament petitioned Burma's junta to drop the current 
charges against democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi and free her immediately. 

"As a recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize, and as a longstanding democracy advocate, Daw (Mrs) Aung 
San Suu Kyi has been an inspiration not only to women MPs in Thailand but also for all adherents and 
participants of democratic ideals worldwide," the 22 Thai women said in a statement which is the first 
such statement by a group of women MPs in Thai Parliament on a diplomatic matter. 

"We believe her action, if committed, was an act out of mercy and out of her concern for a fellow human 
being. The incident warrants no trial of detention," the Thai MPs' letter to Burma's military rulers said.  

"We, the undersigned women members of Thai Parliament, strongly urge for the unconditional release of 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and other political detainees," it said.  

There are 62 women MPs out of a total of 474 MPs in Thailand's Lower House.  



Last week, 30 Thai senators also signed a petition urging for justice for Aung San Suu Kyi, which was 
submitted to the Prime Minister of Burma through the Burmese Embassy in Thailand to express their 
concern over the trial with their standpoint based on good relations between Thailand and Burma. 

-------------------- 

Regime Fears Growing China Dominance of Burma’s Eco nomy   
Irrawaddy – 3 June 2009  

By WILLIAM BOOT   

BANGKOK — The military regime in Burma is becoming increasingly concerned about China’s growing 
economic domination and will be worried that tougher Western sanctions could push the country’s biggest 
gas field into Chinese hands. 

That’s the view of a Burma economy expert as the outcome of the Aung San Suu Kyi trial draws closer 
and an extension of her long detention threatens to trigger more penalties against the generals by the 
European Union and the United States. 

Tougher sanctions could force global oil and gas giants Total of France and Chevron of the US to give up 
their operation of the Yadana gas field in the Andaman Sea, said economics professor Sean Turnell, of 
Macquarie University in Sydney, Australia. 

“This would not be a desired outcome by the regime. They are already worried about China’s dominance 
of the economy,” he told The Irrawaddy. 

“If China was to grab this [Total operation], ahead of the big Shwe gas project already bottled up by them, 
Burma’s economic vassal state destiny would be almost complete.  

“I hear complaints all the time from people in Burma about Chinese dominance of the economy, and it’s 
something I think the junta is right to be concerned about,” said Turnell, who publishes the Burma 
Economic Watch report.  

The Yadana gas field is the biggest single income earner for the regime, believed to put more than US 
$200 million in its pockets annually. 

Yadana produces over 18 million cubic meters per day, most of which is sold to Thailand. 

Total, the field operator, holds more than 31 percent of the project, while Chevron, the second-largest 
shareholder, has a 28 percent stake and Thailand’s PTTEP—which buys the gas—has 25.5 percent. 

The state-owned Myanmar Oil and Gas Enterprise, a silent partner, has 15 percent. 

China has rejected EU and US calls for it to intercede in the trial of Suu Kyi, saying it does not interfere in 
the domestic affairs of other countries. 

But the Beijing government does seek to influence in other ways which benefit it. 

In addition to already muscling out other foreign bidders for the 200 billion cubic meters of gas in the still-
to-be-developed Shwe field off the coast of Arakan State, Beijing has secured an agreement from the 
Burmese to build an oil pipeline through their country from a specially built port on the Bay of Bengal. This 
will allow the Chinese to save costs by reducing the transport time of Middle Eastern and African 
shipments.  

France’s Foreign Minister Bernard Kouchner has also suggested a Total withdrawal from Burma would 
have a limited effect because China would fill the vacuum. 

“That’s not to say we’re not considering it. We have to weigh things carefully,” he recently told the French 
parliament. 

Total slipped through the net of previous European sanctions, which bars importing timber, minerals, 
gems and metals from Burma.  

“Forcing Total to divest, or even threatening it, could be something that would indeed jolt the regime,” said 
Turnell. “They would care about this. It’s not just a swap of one for another, but something else. 



“You don’t want to hand over pricing power of your most important export commodity to your principal 
customer,” Turnell said. 

“Yet this is what would happen if Total divested and China took its place. It would be a monopoly buyer 
able at will eventually to push down the prices Burma gets for its gas.” 

Last week, Total’s partner Chevron came under new pressure over its business activities in Burma. Two 
major US trade unions attempted at the Californian firm’s annual general meeting to force the 
management to justify its continued association with a “pariah military regime.” 

-------------------- 

Ban Ki-moon pays tribute to Burma’s U Thant  
DVB – 4 June 2009 

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon yesterday paid tribute to former Burmese UN chief U Thant on the 
100-year anniversary of his birth and lamented his unrealised vision for democracy in his home country. 

Speaking to guests at the United Nations headquarters in New York, Ban spoke of his sadness at the 
situation in Burma, and reaffirmed his desire to visit the country. 

“It is a sad irony that U Thant’s vision of democracy has not been realized in his own country,” he said. 

“That is why I would like to visit [Burma] again this year.”  

Ban said last month that he was “very seriously” discussing with the Burmese government a visit to 
Burma, but nothing concrete has yet been announced. 

He had cancelled a trip in December last year, citing lack of progress by the government on the UN’s 
goals for the country. 

Impetus for another visit has been provided by the trial of opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi, who is 
likely to be further imprisoned for up to five years on charges of breaching conditions of her house arrest. 

On his last visit to Burma, following cyclone Narigs last May, Ban Ki-moon reported that he had paid his 
respects to the U Thant mausoleum in Rangoon. 

U Thant, who held the seat from 1961 to 1971, was only the third UN Secretary General, and the first to 
come from Asia. 

He is widely credited for his role in diffusing the Cuban Missile Crisis, and ending the civil war in the 
Congo. 

When he died from lung cancer in 1974, aged 65, the military government in Burma refused him any 
honours, likely due to his close ties with the former civilian government of U Nu.  

Reporting by Francis Wade  

-------------------- 

Kachin student in coma after brutal assault by sold iers   
Kachin News Group - 3 June 2009  

After the brutal assault by Burmese Army soldiers, a teenaged Kachin student is in a coma for three days 
in hospital. He was beaten up severely at the railway station of Mayan Village in Burma's northern Kachin 
State on May 31 by a section of soldiers, said local sources close to the boy. 

An eighth grade student Hpuwan La San (14) was innocent but wrongly assaulted by a group of angry 
soldiers from the village-based Burmese Army Artillery Battalion No. 372 led by Lt-Col. Ye Yint Twe . The 
assault followed a dispute between the soldiers and local Kachin young men, according to the students' 
relatives. 

His relatives added that teenaged Hpuwan La San was assaulted without being asked any questions by 
the Burmese soldiers while he was waiting for a train to go back to his home in Myitkyina, the capital of 
Kachin State. He fell unconscious on the scene of assault, said relatives. 



He was first hospitalized in Namti, a small city near Mayan Village and later moved to the government 
Public Hospital in Myitkyina, said Namti hospital sources.  He is now in a coma and vomiting blood. He 
has multiple fractures on his entire body following the assault, said relatives who visited him in hospital. 

Besides, over four more innocent high school students from the village were also assaulted in their 
homes by Burmese soldiers but their injuries are not serious, said villagers.    

La San was not involved in the clash between the soldiers and young men in the village. The fight took 
place after the young men prevented a teenage Kachin girl called Wa Sha Ki from being raped with a 
knife held to her throat by four Burmese soldiers in the afternoon of May 31. 

The four Burmese soldiers were beaten up by a group of Kachin youths soon after they attempted to rape 
Wa Sha Ki.  In a harsh retaliation local Burmese soldiers, led by the Artillery battalion commander Lt-Col. 
Ye Yint Twe went on the rampage on Kachin young men. Over 30 troops were ordered to "Kill all Kachin 
young men in the village." 

The army operation took place between 7 p.m. and 10 p.m. Burma Standard Time. The troops assaulted 
Kachin young men in every place in the village, said villagers. 

Yesterday, a high ranking army officer from the Northern Command HQ based in Myitkyina visited the 
scene and met village administrators and village leaders. 

He ordered that Hpuwan La San’s responsibility must be taken by both the village and the village-based 
Artillery Battalion. He made a simple apology for the words of the battalion commander Ye Yint Twe---- 
‘Kill all Kachin young men in the village.’ He said "Don't listen to those words.  It is what wicked people 
say," said villagers. 

During the short visit, the army officer promised that soldiers will not assault Kachin young men in the 
village any more. But more than 30 young men are still hiding in the forests, said villagers. 

According to villagers, severe problems in the village started cropping up after the Burmese Army's 
Artillery Battalion set up base in the village in 2004. The soldiers slaughter cattle owned by villagers 
without paying, confiscate land and rape women. 

It is at such tumultuous times that Kachin people in Burma and abroad have voiced their opinion and 
suggested that the Kachin Independence Army (KIA), the biggest Kachin ceasefire group in the country 
break the ceasefire agreement and resume war with the Burmese military regime. 

-------------------- 

Thailand Re-opens Migrant Worker Registration Progr am  
Irrawaddy – 3 June 2009 

By LAWI WENG 

The Thai government has agreed to offer a new round of registration for work permits for non-citizens 
illegally working in Thailand, according to Thai non-government organizations. 

Jackie Pollock, a founding member of the Thailand-based Migrant Assistance Programme (MAP), said 
the new registration process requires a recommendation from an employer. The registration process 
started on Monday.  

Myo Thaw, a member of the Labor Rights Promotion Network (LPN), which is based in Mahachai in 
Samut Sakhon Province said that the new migrant work permits will have different colors to show the 
category of work. 

A worker will have the right to change jobs, but it must be in the same field of work.  

According to the LPN, there are 76,000 Burmese workers who have legal work permits and more than 
224,000 workers awaiting a new registration cycle in Mahachai.  

Meanwhile, the Thai government also has agreed to allow Burmese workers who now hold work permits 
to apply for work passports from Burma. About 500,000 people are legally registered to work with the 
Thai ministry of labor.  



However, observers said many Burmese are hesitant to apply to the Burmese government for fear of 
being sent back to Burma.  

MAP estimates that there are currently up to five million Burmese migrants living and working in Thailand. 

-------------------- 

Fund crunch threatens rice production in Burma: WFP   
Mizzima - 3 June 2009 

by Solomon     

New Delhi - Farmers in the cyclone affected areas in Burma are in acute need of cash and credit 
assistance to buy inputs for the ensuing monsoon planting season, the United Nations World Food 
Programme said. 

Chris Kaye, country director of the WFP in Rangoon, told Mizzima on Wednesday, “The current priority of 
the assistance community generally is to help ensure small farmers have the required cash and credit to 
purchase inputs for the current planting season.” 

While WFP is able to continue work without many problems in distributing food assistance, “food and 
water remains critical for cyclone survivors, in many areas of Burma’s Irrawaddy delta” he said. 

But he said the current priority is to help farmers, whose farms were inundated and destroyed by the 
cyclone, plant crops in the current planting season. 

The Irrawaddy delta, also known as Burma’s rice bowl, was laid waste by the deadly Cyclone Nargis, 
leaving at least 130,000 dead or missing and devastating the lives of more than 2.4 million people. 

Sean Turnell, Professor of Economics in Macquarie University in Australia said in an earlier interview to 
Mizzima that the rural economy in Burma is on the verge of collapse due to lack of funds and micro-credit 
system. 

Earlier, he said, most farmers rely on money lenders for loan or credit, but with the impact of the cyclone, 
farmers can no longer rely on money lenders as they face equal devastation. 

He said farmers are facing extreme difficulties as they were unable to get enough cash from the sale of 
their paddy products in the last season, because of the decreasing prices caused by the global economic 
recession. 

He urged the Burmese regime to inject money in the rural economy to help the farmers. 

Meanwhile, farmers in the Irrawaddy delta complained of lack of available funds even for borrowing and 
are desperately in need of assistance to be able to plant in the current season. 

“We are facing difficulties in starting our work because of financial problems. It is very difficult to get 
loans,” said a farmer who could only cultivate half an acre in the last monsoon. 

“I did not get any monetary support or material for farming except tarpaulins,” he said. 

He said like him, most farmers are still unable to cultivate all their farmland as they have no money to buy 
inputs for cultivation. And some have already stopped farming. 

UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) earlier told Mizzima that shortage of fund is becoming a 
big challenge in continuing with the recovery work. 

Shin Imao, FAO’s representative in Burma told Mizzima, rice production has drastically plummeted and 
the recovery of livelihoods and food security is still a big challenge. 

“Production is down, so we need to have more quick responses to assist farmers to recover production,” 
said Imao. 

Rice production in the delta dropped drastically after Cyclone Nargis struck, “with the produce 45 per cent 
less than previous years,” Imao said. 

-------------------- 



Activists skeptical of release of child soldiers   
Mizzima - 3 June 2009 

by Salai Pi Pi     

New Delhi – State-run newspapers on Wednesday reported that eight minors who had joined the military 
of their own volition were returned to their parents, a rare case in military-ruled Burma, which is often 
criticized for forcibly recruiting children into the armed forces. 

The junta’s mouthpiece New Light of Myanmar on Wednesday stated, “The Work Committee for 
Prevention Against Recruitment of Minors today handed over eight minors who joined the Tatmadaw 
[military] of their own accord to their parents.” 

The incidence, however, was received with skepticism by rights activists, believing the move a 
“showpiece” and accusing the junta of secretly continuing to recruit children into the military. 

Aye Myint, a lawyer from Pegu town advocating and fighting against the recruitment of child soldiers said 
the paper’s claims were contradictory to the prevailing situation, as he has received several parental 
complaints of children being recruited into the military. 

He said just months ago family members of a child, who had reportedly gone missing in December, 
approached him explaining they had received a letter from their son saying he is now in a military camp in 
central Burma. 

While unable to confirm the facts of the missing child, he said he is working on the case and will bring it to 
the attention of the liaison office of the International Labor Organisation in Rangoon, through which he 
has been able to rescue a number of boys from military camps in the past. 

“The number of children being returned back to their parents would only be a small percentage of the total 
children in the military,” he emphasized. 

Meanwhile, Aung Myo Min, Director of the exile-based Human Rights Education Institute of Burma 
(HREIB), welcomed the junta’s action of returning the eight kids to their parents but voiced concern for 
those who remain in the camps. 

“Earlier the junta blatantly denied having children in their barracks, but this is a significant confession. It is 
definitely a progressive development,” affirmed Aung Myo Min. 

He said HREIB has documented the presence and recruitment of child soldiers into the Burmese Army 
and expresses his hope that the junta will release additional children from their barracks. 

But Aung Myo Minn said he is skeptical of the junta’s claim of the children joining the army upon their own 
will, because the Army is notorious for abducting children from the streets, railway and bus stations and 
other public places. 

“We still need to raise the question on whether the children had joined the Army of their own will, as there 
are many incidents in which the regime has forcibly recruited children,” he said. 

Additionally, Aung Myo Min expressed concern for the children’s mental and moral health due to their 
experiences in the military. 

Additional reporting by Niangboi 

-------------------- 

Opinion & Analysis  

NEWS ANALYSIS: After The Lady Is Jailed By Yeni   
Irrawaddy – 3 June 2009  

Closing arguments and a verdict in the trial of Burmese democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi have been 
delayed again. But that won’t change the outcome.  



Ignoring global outrage and international diplomatic pressure, the court in Insein Prison will find the Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate guilty of “harboring” an American tourist who allegedly swam across Inya Lake to 
her residence.  

She will be sentenced for up to five years behind the walls of one of the world’s most notorious jails. 

Assuming that imprisonment in Insein would be unbearable for anyone, we are forced to contemplate how 
long a frail 63-year-old woman can survive in this hell-hole.  

Brought up in relative comfort, she will be in the hands of ill-mannered and thuggish prison authorities. 
Her living conditions could be comfortable though degrading; but they could also be inhumane. Her diet 
and level of physical comfort will be drastically depreciated. 

By treating her as any other political prisoner, the sadistic generals of Naypyidaw no doubt hope to break 
her spirit as well as her health.  

Already suffering from low blood pressure, dehydration and digestion problems prior to her arrest, many 
believe the democracy icon will suffer more bouts of ill-health in jail.  

Last week, a statement by her party, the National League for Democracy (NLD), said it was "gravely 
concerned" about the Nobel Peace Prize laureate's health, saying she cannot sleep well because she 
was suffering from leg cramps.  

"As a woman, I have concerns about her," Khin Ohmar, a leading exiled activist, said during a recent 
interview with The Irrawaddy. "She is going to be 64 …I can imagine the extent to which she can receive 
healthcare when she has the health problems that a woman usually has. I can imagine the hatred she 
receives under the junta’s atrocious behavior." 

No doubt. A weakened Suu Kyi means a collapsing NLD and this is exactly what Snr-Gen Than Shwe 
and his gang desire. 

Political observers have suggested that in prosecuting Suu Kyi on a trivial security clause, the Burmese 
junta has found an excuse to keep her detained through the 2010 elections and this has finished off any 
faint hopes of breaking the political stalemate. 

In a policy statement dubbed the “Shwegondaing Declaration” released in early May, the NLD indicated 
that it would take part in elections next year if the junta responds positively to a set of three basic 
requirements: the unconditional release of all political prisoners; amendment of any provisions in the 2008 
constitution “not in accord with democratic principles”; and an all-inclusive, free and fair poll under 
international supervision. 

Now it seems clear that the party that won a landslide victory in the 1990 polls is being given no 
alternative but to boycott the junta's rigged elections.  

"If the military government unfairly finds Daw Aung San Suu Kyi guilty, all means and possibilities for 
people and political parties to participate in the 2010 election will be undermined," Win Tin, a veteran 
journalist and prominent opposition leader of the NLD, told The Irrawaddy. 

However, the boycott option is not straightforward—it represents a serious threat to the political parties, 
especially the NLD.  

According to the 1990 election law, a political party which can not provide candidates for at least three 
constituencies must disband. After disbanding, the military would not hesitate to crack down on the 
members, regardless of the reaction of the international community—the UN Security Council or anyone 
else.  

If the party is abolished by the military government, it is believed that most of party's elder leaders would 
resign in order to avoid imprisonment while many younger members would flee into exile or face arrest. 

Due to a fear that security forces will raid the party's headquarters in Rangoon sometime soon, sources 
close to the NLD have said the party's central executive members want to quickly utilize the party's fund 
on anti-poverty programs, especially humanitarian projects in the delta region devastated by deadly 
Cyclone Nargis last year. 



These days, pro-democracy supporters in Burma feel helpless and hopeless, knowing that so many 
would fear taking to the streets in defiant protest against the injustice perpetuated against a woman most 
love and respect. 

In a country where torture and violence are institutionalized by ruling authorities, many people are still 
living in fear and are haunted by the memories of the government's bloody crackdown against the 
Buddhist monk-led uprising in 2007.  

A Rangoon-based businessman recalled his experience of how Burmese are afraid of the military 
government. He said that Rangoon used to be very noisy with car horns, but when Rangoon's municipal 
authorities announced that whoever honked their horn would be “punished severely,” he said. 
“Immediately Rangoon fell into silence.” 

-------------------- 

COMMENTARY: Constructive Non-interference? By Aung Zaw  
Irrawaddy – 3 June 2009  

Since the Burmese regime arrested Aung San Suu Kyi and placed her under arrest in Insein Prison last 
month, Burma’s neighbors have been relatively vocal and have expressed their “concern.”  

“The changes in Myanmar [Burma] are very much needed,” said Thailand’s outspoken Foreign Minister 
Kasit Piromya. “It not only is a necessity for the security of Myanmar, but also for all the neighboring 
countries including Bangladesh and Thailand.” 

Burma’s leaders were clearly offended to be put down with such remarks. Their response was swift and 
blunt.  

Burma’s Deputy Foreign Minister Maung Myint said that Suu Kyi’s trial was “a matter of internal legal 
process,” before hitting back directly at the Thais. 

“Actually, it is Thailand that needs to forge national reconciliation,” he mused. “Thailand saw year-long 
demonstrations in which different groups in red, yellow and blue made an attempt to oust the government 
and jeopardize the Asean Summit.”  

Ouch!  

It was reminder to its old adversary that the Burmese junta did not make a fuss over Thailand’s “internal 
affairs”—not the police crackdown on demonstrators in Bangkok, not the bombings and attempted 
assassinations, nor even the undignified exit by Asean leaders (including Burmese Prime Minister Thein 
Sein) by helicopter from the Asean Summit in Pattaya.  

No, Burma did not complain nor even express “concern” over the instability caused by anti-government 
factions in Thailand. 

And the junta expected that gesture to be reciprocated. 

Having being forced to forego the Asean chairmanship in the past for its abysmal human rights record, 
Burma was in no position to lecture the Thai government about “Asean’s image” and the importance of 
not “losing face.”  

But, like a polite neighbor who refrains from saying a word when the family next door keeps him awake all 
night with their arguing, the Burmese junta was astounded when the Thai government came knocking on 
the generals’ door, wagging a finger in their face and complaining about the noise from their domestic 
disagreement. 

The Abhisit government’s criticism of the Suu Kyi affair was compounded by the fact it was speaking as 
chairman of Asean.  

Back in Naypyidaw, the Burmese generals were fuming. They reciprocated with insults and petty threats 
in the state-run press.  



Quoting a story from Bangkok’s Thai Rath newspaper on May 28, the Burmese regime’s mouthpiece, The 
New Light of Myanmar, reported that Gen Sonthi Boonyaratglin, the leader of Thailand’s 2006 military 
coup, had warned: “If Thailand gets into a conflict with Burma, Thailand will be facing defeat.”   

Sonthi was quoted as going on to remind his compatriots that Burma has onshore and offshore natural 
resources and the potential to produce nuclear power.  

However, despite the veiled compliment that Sonthi offered the junta, the underlying feeling in Naypyidaw 
must now be that although previous Thai government’s had been dependable as mouthpieces and 
apologists for the regime, with the Democrats in power in Bangkok, the Burmese leaders can no longer 
rely on the Thai government to provide a buffer for them to hide behind. 

Indeed, Bangkok’s relations with Burma since the junta seized power more than 20 years ago have often 
cast the Kingdom in an unflattering light.  

In 1988, the blood on the streets of Rangoon had hardly had a chance to dry before the Thai government 
was arranging high-level visits to cement a relationship with the new regime based on economic 
cooperation. 

When Thaksin Shinawatra became the Thai prime minister in 2001 the relationship between Bangkok and 
the Burmese generals remained cozy. Thaksin and his ministers often defended the regime at 
international forums, diverting the Burma issue from the centre stage.  

Though Thaksin was ousted in 2006 coup, his successors had until recently continued to play a major 
role in protecting the Burmese regime.  

Read former Thai Prime Minister Samak Sundaravej after returning from a goodwill trip to Burma in March 
2008 shortly after the regime had ruthlessly put down the monk-led Saffron Revolution. 

“Burma is a Buddhist country. Burma’s leaders meditate,” he cryptically told reporters upon his return to 
Bangkok. “They say the country lives in peace.”  

Samak’s Foreign Minister Noppadon Pattama also offered a helping hand by stating that he disagreed 
with the Western policy of sanctions against the Burmese government. 

He went an extra step by appearing to covet collaboration with Burma’s political process: “If Myanmar 
wants assistance [with its referendum] from Thailand, we are ready to offer help as a friendly country,” he 
said.  

He then offered to explain the “seven-step road map” to a skeptical international community, but was 
careful to add that he was not taking on the role of the Burmese junta’s spokesman.  

Of course not—he was simply toeing the line.  

Those were the good old days, and Snr-Gen Than Shwe and his thugs in Naypyidaw enjoyed them 
enormously.  

But with Thailand under the fresh leadership of Abhisit Vejjajiva, the generals know well that a rocky 
relationship with Bangkok is looming. 

In days gone by, the junta would simply divide the Thai army’s generals from its government with lucrative 
incentives.  

From the time of late Prime Minister Chatchai Choonhavan to the current Thai government, Bangkok has 
continually pursued a policy of “constructive engagement” with Burma.  

As its largest trading partner, Thailand has grown fat but dependent on Burma’s natural resources and 
cheap labor.  

Only during the two-term reign of former Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai was Thailand’s Burma policy 
guided by principles other than economic self-interest.  

In 1993, the Chuan government allowed a powerful group of Nobel Peace Prize winners, including Tibet’s 
spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama, to visit Thailand to lobby for the release of fellow laureate Aung San Suu 
Kyi and to highlight the desire for democracy in Burma.  



The regime in Rangoon was furious and the relationship became strained.  

During his second term from 1997 to 2001, Chuan took an even tougher stance toward the generals in 
Burma. He declined to pay an official visit to Burma and he put Thailand’s defense in the hands of then-
Army Chief Gen Surayud Chulanont and then-Third Army Commander Lt-Gen Watanachai 
Chaimuenwong—two hawks who looked askance at their neighbors to the west.  

As a result, troops from both sides amassed on the border, leading to skirmishes and repeated border 
closures.  

Relations between the two countries were at their lowest ebb.  

Now Burma is telling the Thai government to mind its own business and not to interfere in its neighbor’s 
internal affairs.  

This is the basis of the Burmese regime’s “peaceful co-existence” and “independent and non-aligned” 
foreign policy that it claims to exercise.  

The Burmese military government has always hoped that in joining the Asean, the bloc would act as a 
shield through its own versed policy of non-interference.  

The generals think they can continue to cling to power, lock up dissidents and abuse ethnic nationalities 
while its eastern neighbor turns a blind eye.  

They decided to lock up Suu Kyi and throw away the key. And when the Thai foreign minister barked at 
them, they bit back. 

So there’s no happy ending to this tale: both neighbors are calling each other names and telling the other 
to put his house back in order.  

They have reached a diplomatic impasse—and that is the result of a “non-interference” policy. 

-------------------- 

News – ASSK 

Myanmar's Suu Kyi challenges witness ban  
AFP – 3 June 2009 

YANGON — Lawyers for Myanmar democracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi went to court to challenge a ban 
preventing her from calling three out of four defence witnesses at her internationally condemned trial. 

The Nobel laureate's legal team said the refusal of judges to allow the witnesses to testify at the closed 
prison trial showed that the military regime's case against Aung San Suu Kyi was one-sided. 

The opposition leader faces up to five years in jail on charges of breaching the conditions of her house 
arrest after a bizarre incident in which an American man, John Yettaw, swam to her lakeside home in 
May. 

"We will give our statement to the Yangon divisional court asking that they should accept our three 
defence witnesses," Nyan Win, the spokesman for Aung San Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy 
(NLD), told AFP. 

"According to the law they should accept this revision," added Nyan Win, who is also one of her defence 
lawyers. 

The three barred witnesses were Win Tin, a dissident journalist who was Myanmar's longest serving 
prisoner until his release in September; Tin Oo, the detained deputy leader of her party; and lawyer Khin 
Moe Moe. 

Nyan Win added that their preparations for final arguments in the case, which are due on Friday, were 
"almost finished." 

"We are satisfied with our preparations," he said. 



Myanmar's ruling junta has already kept Aung San Suu Kyi in detention for 13 of the last 19 years and the 
latest attempt to lock her up has provoked international outrage. 

US President Barack Obama has described the proceedings inside Yangon's notorious Insein Prison as a 
"show trial" while Myanmar's usually reticent Asian neighbours have expressed strong concerns. 

Kyi Win, her main lawyer, said Tuesday that the prosecution had called 14 witnesses against one for the 
defence, adding: "If you look at the numbers it is one-sided, and that is why we have made this 
application." 

Myanmar's ruling generals say the case is an internal matter, accusing Aung San Suu Kyi of covering up 
Yettaw's visit and suggesting that the incident was planned by "internal and external anti-government 
elements." 

Yettaw's lawyer said Tuesday that the former US military veteran did not take orders or money from 
outside organisations before swimming across the lake -- a feat he managed using a pair of home-made 
flippers. 

He said that Yettaw, a devout Mormon, was a "sincere and pious" person who believed God had told him 
to warn her and the government after he had a vision that she would be assassinated. 

Legal and rights experts told a panel discussion in Bangkok that the international community should use 
the global outrage about the trial to push for a UN inquiry over possible crimes against humanity in 
Myanmar. 

The case has provided a "window of opportunity" to investigate Myanmar's junta, said Tyler Giannini of 
Harvard Law School. 

Giannini co-authored a report in May calling for the UN Security Council to follow the precedent of 
Rwanda and the former Yugoslavia, where inquiries led to special tribunals and prosecutions. 

"The trial of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is putting additional scrutiny on Burma right now and really 
highlighting the lack of judicial independence," Giannini said at the Foreign Correspondents Club of 
Thailand late Tuesday. 

He said that with political unity there was a "very good chance... that (UN) member states will consider it 
seriously and it has a chance to get on the agenda in the fairly near future because of this current 
scrutiny." 

Myanmar has been ruled by the military in 1962. The army refused to recognise elections won by the 
NLD in 1990 and has crushed mass protests in 1988 and 2007. 

-------------------- 

Junta plots to justify trial of Aung San Suu Kyi: F DB  
Mizzima - 3 June 2009 

New Delhi - A coalition group of the Burmese Opposition on Tuesday accused the ruling Burmese military 
junta of plotting to justify charging and putting on trial Opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi. 

The Forum for Democracy in Burma, a coalition group comprising several individual activists and groups, 
said the junta has been using the intrusion of an American man to the home of the pro-democracy leader 
as a pretext to charge her and put her on trial. The regime is continuing to plot to justify its actions. 

Dr. Naing Aung, General Secretary of the FDB said, the junta is apprehensive that its actions might back 
fire and therefore, is coming up with excuses to justify its move. 

In a statement on Tuesday, the FDB said the junta is raising a bogey and creating alarm among the 
people by saying that it had recovered a time-bomb planted on a train in Naypyidaw by the FDB and the 
All Burma Students Democratic Fronts (ABSDF). 

The FDB said such accusations without proof are only aimed at creating alarm and injecting a sense of 
fear among the people regarding opposition groups including the FDB and the ABSDF. 



“The news was spread only to create a sense of fear among the people and underline that if the people 
start grouping and begin any kind of movement, there could be explosions in the crowd,” Dr. Naing Aung 
said in the statement. 

The FDB also said the junta’s mouthpiece newspapers have published only a part of the testimony in 
court of John William Yettaw, the American who sneaked into Aung San Suu Kyi’s house. 

On May 27, Yettaw and two of Aung San Suu Kyi’s party mates who live with her testified in court. And on 
May 28, the New Light of Myanmar, though it ran the full question and answer session of the two women, 
summed up the testimony of Yettaw leaving out vital portions. 

Yettaw on May 27 had testified that he had visited pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi’s residence 
twice – once in November 2008 and the second time on May 3. He said, during each of his visits, he had 
met security personnel, who did not trouble him despite being aware of his visits to house number 54 on 
University Avenue in Rangoon. 

The junta’s paper, however, conveniently avoided publishing these statements but only ran his testimony 
of his visits to Aung San Suu Kyi’s house. The FDB said this was aimed at misinforming the public and 
justify the junta’s actions. 

Meanwhile, a pro-junta blogger on the website, www.tharkinwe.com, claimed that Yettaw had a nexus 
with Opposition groups, including the FDB in exile and ran photographs of Yettaw being present at a FDB 
meeting in Mea Sot in Thailand. 

Dr. Naing Aung, however, denied the allegations saying the pictures were lifted from the April issue of the 
Forum’s journal, and morphed. 

The FDB said, the photographs were of Mr. Phil Thornton, an Australian journalist, discussing journalism 
at the office of the Assistant Association for Political Prisoners in Burma (AAPP-B) in Mea Sot. 

The junta’s Deputy Defence Minister told a regional security meeting in Singapore on Sunday, that the 
trial against Aung San Suu Kyi is in keeping with domestic laws and since it is an internal affair other 
countries should not meddle.  

Reporting by Salai Pi Pi, writing by Mungpi 

-------------------- 

Civil Servants Briefed on Suu Kyi ‘Scandal’   
Irrawaddy – 2 June 2009  

By Aung Thet Wine 

RANGOON — The Burmese military government has ordered its civil servants in Naypyidaw not to 
criticize the junta and not to get involved in anti-government demonstrations, according to sources close 
to government officials in Naypyidaw.  

In May, at governmental monthly meetings in Burma’s remote capital, Naypyidaw, all ministry officials 
instructed department heads to tell their subordinates to obey the order. Otherwise, they were told they 
would be punished or forced to resign.  

A deputy director who works at a government ministry in Naypyidaw and who didn’t want to be named 
said that department heads were instructed to read out an order to their staff and to inform them about 
the Aung San Suu Kyi “scandal.”  

Naypyidaw sources said that the content of the statement that was read out to government employees 
went along the lines of: “... Suu Kyi had an affair with an Indian gardener while she lived in India. After 
moving to England, she lived with a Burmese man before she got married to Michael Aris. The British 
government paid the travel costs for her return trip to Burma.”  

The statement also alleged that some members of her party, the National League for Democracy, didn’t 
like her.  



With regard to the current trial of Suu Kyi, ministry heads were reportedly ordered to tell their staff that the 
government had warned her many times about creating political instability in the country. However, she 
hadn’t heeded the warnings and was, therefore, being held in detention. 

The statement went on to say that the military junta planned to release her on May 27; however, she 
accepted an American citizen into her house and so she was charged in accordance with the law.  

The internal statement also reportedly included a denial by the junta that it had anything to do with the 
Depayin Massacre in 2003 when dozens of NLD supporters were beaten to death.  

Department heads were told to conclude the statement by telling staff that the Nobel Peace Prize laureate 
is a puppet of Western nations and that the West will put more pressure on Burma’s civil service if she is 
sentenced to jail. That is why, government employees were told, they should not become involved in the 
matter.  

The ministry deputy director who wished to remain anonymous said that department heads were 
instructed to remind staff to concentrate on their own work and not get involved in the Suu Kyi trial. 
Otherwise, he said, they were told they would be fired. 

The military government has also alerted the ministries for education, health, and science and technology 
to pass word down to the authorities at institutes, universities, colleges and state high schools that no 
demonstrations should be allowed to happen within their areas of responsibility, according to an associate 
professor at a Rangoon-based university.  

The government also ordered educational authorities to prepare for more security guards within their 
grounds. 

“The ministry officials told us if we found political campaign materials or discovered political activists at 
our universities, we had to inform the school authorities,” said the associate professor.  

According to a source in Naypyidaw, some of the military officials in the capital are unsatisfied with the 
recent government charges against Suu Kyi. He said that even though the government was trying to 
restrict information being passed around the civil service, many government workers continue to talk 
about it.  

Burmese pro-democracy icon Suu Kyi was last week brought before judges at Insein Special Court 
charged with violating the rules of her house arrest by allowing American intruder John William Yettaw to 
stay overnight at her Inya Lake home on May 3-5. 

The trial is due to reconvene on Friday. 

-------------------- 

Burmese Legal Experts Criticize Suu Kyi Trial   
Irrawaddy – 2 June 2009  

By Arkar Moe 

The absolute control of Burma’s military regime on the country’s judicial system makes the ongoing trial of 
Aung San Suu Kyi unfree and unfair, according to Burmese legal experts.  

Legal experts made their remarks in response to high-ranking junta members who have publicly 
commented on the trial in recent days.  

"If offenders are not [prosecuted], anarchy will prevail, and there will be breach of peace and security," 
Burmese Deputy Defense Minister Maj-Gen Aye Myint told a security conference over the weekend, 
referring to the pro-democracy leader who is now on trial in Insein Prison in Rangoon.   

At the Shangri-La Dialogue, an annual forum of defense ministers, academics, experts and analysts, the 
deputy minister lashed out at foreign critics of Suu Kyi’s trial last weekend, accusing them of meddling in 
Burmese affairs and denying the trial was a political or human rights issue. 

Aye Myint said that Suu Kyi "committed a cover-up of the truth by her failure to report an illegal 
immigrant.” 



"Thus there was no option but to proceed with legal proceedings," he said. "It is the universal legal 
principle that no one is above the law." 

Aung Thein, a well-known Burmese lawyer and member of the National League for Democracy party, 
responded, “Accusing Suu Kyi of being an ‘offender’ even before the decision of a judge shows that 
Burmese military leaders can influence Burmese laws and courts. Moreover, it is clearly a violation of 
human rights. They showed that they have decided to put Suu Kyi in prison anyway.” 

“To be a fair trial, it must be open and offer a chance to defend freely. Suu Kyi’s trial is grossly unfair 
because the sole defense witness is Kyi Win [no relation to Suu Kyi’s lawyer Kyi Win]. It shows clearly 
that Burmese military leaders influenced the judgment of the case. If the executive body were separated 
from the judicial body, it could not influence the judicial body,” he said. 

Deputy Foreign Minister Maung Myint rebuked his counterparts from Southeast Asia and Europe at a 
meeting in Cambodia last week, saying the trial was an "internal legal" issue. 

“It’s not political. It’s not a human rights issue, so we don’t accept the pressure and interference from 
abroad,” said Maung Myint.  

Thein Oo, the chairman of the Burma Lawyers’ Council (BLC) in exile, told The Irrawaddy on Tuesday, 
“Suu Kyi’s trial shows that there is no freedom of judgment in Burma, and the Burmese military dominates 
the courts. It is a characteristic of dictatorships. Aung San Suu Kyi did not get a fair defense, and the trial 
is closed.”        

Kyi Win, the legal expert and member of Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy party, argued there 
was no legal basis to the charge that Suu Kyi had violated the terms of her house arrest when an 
American citizen secretly swam to her home. 

Suu Kyi has entered a not guilty plea. She said last week that the charges against her were “one-sided.” 
Her lawyers insist it was the duty of government security guards outside her closely watched compound 
to prevent any intrusions. 

The brisk trial has drawn outrage from the international community and Suu Kyi supporters, who worry 
that the military junta has found a way to keep her detained through next year's elections and beyond. 

Suu Kyi, the Nobel Peace laureate, could be sentenced to prison for five years. 

According to the Associated Press, lawyers for pro-democracy leader Suu Kyi said that they had earlier 
asked the court to allow three defense witnesses. The judge approved one defense witness. 

A lawyer for Suu Kyi, Nyan Win, said the defense team would submit an appeal on Tuesday at a division 
court in Rangoon.  

No more testimony is expected in the closed trial until Friday. A guilty verdict is widely expected as 
Burmese courts have a track record of passing tough sentences on dissidents, often in secret trials. 

-------------------- 

Call for the release of NLD Vice-Chairman Tin Oo   
Mizzima - 2 June 2009 

by Salai Pi Pi     

New Delhi – While the world remains fixated on the trial of National League for Democracy (NLD) 
Chairman Aung San Suu Kyi, a veteran politician has called on the international community to press 
equally hard for the release of the party's Vice-Chairman, Tin Oo, who is being held under house arrest. 

Win Tin, veteran journalist and Central Executive Committee member of the National League for 
Democracy (NLD), on Tuesday said while monitoring the trial against party leader Aung San Suu Kyi and 
pressing for her release is important, the international community should also push the military rulers to 
release Tin Oo. 

“I would like to urge the authorities to release him because his five years [detention] is already 
completed,” Win Tin told Mizzima. 



Tin Oo, a retired military General, was arrested along with Nobel Peace Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi on 
May 31, 2003, after a brutal attack on their motorcade by a junta-backed mob during a political tour in the 
town of Depayin in upper Burma. 

Win Tin, a former political prisoner himself, said Tin Oo, like Aung San Suu Kyi, has passed more than 
five years of detention and is thus due to be released. 

“There is nothing that we can do except raise our voices for his release,” he added. 

Tin Oo, following the brutal attack in Depayin, was initially taken to a prison in Kale Township in Sagaing 
Division. But in February 2004 he was brought back to Rangoon, where he has remained under house 
arrest ever since. 

Tin Oo, as was the case with Aung San Suu Kyi, is being kept detained under section 10 (b) of the Law 
Safeguarding the State from Danger and Subversive Elements, which allows the state to detain 
individuals up to a maximum of five years. 

Win Tin said even if the junta counts Tin Oo’s detention date commencing from February 2004, the 
duration of the sentence is now still more than five years and counting, and hence in violation of Burmese 
law. 

However, the junta, in February 2009, announced the extension of his house arrest for yet another year. 

Bo Kyi, co-founder and Joint-Secretary of the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (Burma), 
based in Thailand, on Tuesday said that the continued detention of Tin Oo and Aung San Suu Kyi clearly 
shows the lack of respect for the rule of law in Burma. 

“Actually, they [Tin Oo and Suu Kyi] should be the ones to prosecute the authorities for their brutality in 
Depayin, but it has turned into the opposite. This shows that there is no rule of law in Burma,” Bo Kyi 
stipulated. 

On Sunday, the junta’s Deputy Defense Minister told a regional security meeting in Singapore that the 
trial against pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi is being conducted according Burmese law, a 
domestic affair in which no other states or external parties should interfere. 

He said the trial was in keeping with the universal legal principle that no one is above the law; further 
arguing, “If offenders of the law are not faced with action, anarchy will prevail and there will be a breach of 
peace and security.” 

Tin Oo, an ex-military man, is well respected among soldiers. He was also among the founding members 
of the National League for Democracy, which won a landslide victory in the 1990 election, the result of 
which has never been honored by the military. 

-------------------- 

Lawyer: Yettaw Had No Criminal Intent   
AP/ Irrawaddy – 3 June 2009  

RANGOON — An American facing trial for swimming to the home of Burmese opposition leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi was motivated by religious fervor rather than criminal intent and should receive a light 
sentence, his lawyer said Wednesday. 

John W. Yettaw is being tried along with Suu Kyi, who is accused of allegedly violating the terms of her 
house arrest by allowing the American to stay for two days after he swam to her compound. 

Final arguments in the case, which has sparked international outrage, are scheduled for Friday. Both he 
and the Nobel Peace Prize laureate could face up to five years in jail. 

"I am confident my client could face a lenient sentence. He had no criminal intent and the only criminal 
charge he could face would be for lurking house-trespass," said Yettaw's lawyer, Khin Maung Oo. Lurking 
house-trespass is a legal, English-language term used in Burma. 

Yettaw is also being tried for violating the immigration law and swimming in Inya Lake. 



The lawyer said his client was not a religious fanatic but rather a devout Mormon who "came with a 
mission" to warn Suu Kyi that "terrorists" were going to assassinate her and then put the blame on the 
government. 

The lawyer said Yettaw was not engaged in a publicity stunt to reap popularity or to tarnish anyone's 
image. 

Suu Kyi likewise has called Yettaw a sincere man, and rebuked some of her angry followers who have 
called him a "fool" and a dupe for getting her into trouble. 

"Mr. Yettaw was not acting on instructions by any individual or organization. He is a very religious man 
and he acted on his own belief," said the lawyer, when asked about the government's earlier allegation 
that anti-government forces engineered the intrusion to embarrass the regime. 

Khin Maung Oo said his client was certified 10 years ago as suffering from post-traumatic stress 
syndrome as well as family tragedies, including the death of a son. 

Although details are not known, Yettaw was wounded while serving in the U.S. military, according to 
family members. He continues to draw US government disability payments each month. 

Suu Kyi's lawyers plan to ask the Divisional Court once again to allow three defense witnesses to testify 
at her trial, a request earlier rejected by judges. 

The court did not hear their argument Tuesday, said one of Suu Kyi's lawyers, Nyan Win. 

Appeals for District Court rulings are first made to Divisional Court, the next highest legal body. The 
District Court disqualified all but one defense witness—legal expert Kyi Win—last week. Those rejected 
were all members of Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy party: prominent journalist and former 
political prisoner Win Tin, the party's vice chairman Tin Oo, currently under house arrest, and lawyer Khin 
Moe Moe. 

The trial has drawn condemnation from the international community and Suu Kyi's local supporters, who 
worry that the junta has found an excuse to keep her detained through elections planned for next year. 

"This show trial is the regime's latest political play to ensure she is out of the way for the 2010 elections," 
said Burmese activist Khin Omar, of the Forum for Democracy in Burma. Omar said he hoped the Suu Kyi 
trial will spur the international community, and the United Nations Security Council in particular, to take 
action against the regime. 

"It is not too late for something good to come out of this," she said at a panel discussion in Bangkok on 
Tuesday night. 

-------------------- 

Police raid True News Weekly Journal office   
Mizzima - 1 June 2009 

by Phanida     

Chiang Mai – Burmese military junta authorities raided the office of the True News (Thitsa) Weekly 
Journal after sales of the journal picked up among supporters of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi waiting outside 
Insein prison on May 28, sources said. 

On May 28 about 10 officials including police and intelligence personnel went in and searched the office 
of True News Journal in Botataung Township of Rangoon Division. 

Sources said, earlier in the day an employee from the Journal had gone to sell the paper to the people 
assembled outside Insein prison waiting on the trial of pro-democracy leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was 
produced in court. 

Police in the evening, reportedly went to journal office and arrested the employee. But he was later 
released after a brief interrogation. 



“They sold the copies of the journal to the people outside Insein prison monitoring news of the trial. The 
journal office was searched the same evening by police and the intelligence unit,” a Rangoon-based 
editor, who has close relations with the Journal, told Mizzima. 

An official of the Journal office confirmed of police coming to the office but declined to elaborate. 

True News Journal, in its latest issue, carried an article by veteran journalist Ludu Sein Win as a cover 
story. The next day the censor board summoned an official of the journal and reportedly warned him.   

“They changed the content of the journal, which was different from the draft copy permitted by the censor 
board. In the original copy, there was an article written by Maung Wuntha, which had been cleared by the 
censor board,” the editor said. 

Reportedly the journal changed it with Ludu Sein Win’s article without permission but they were called 
and reprimanded and had to sign a pledge not to repeat in the future, the editor added. 

But when contacted by Mizzima, the journal official refused to confirm the signing of the pledge saying, 
“We cannot answer this question for the time being. The person who was arrested is now with us.” 

True News (Thitsa) Journal is popular among readers for its quality articles, which are its main features.  

-------------------- 

News - Other 

South Korea Urges Burma to Ensure Democracy   
AP/ Irrawaddy – 2 June 2009  

SEOGWIPO, South Korea — South Korean President Lee Myung-bak urged Burma to take steps to 
promote democracy during a meeting with its prime minister on Tuesday, Lee's office said. 

Lee held talks with Gen Thein Sein on the sidelines of a two-day summit between South Korea and 
leaders of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations. 

"President Lee expressed the hope that the Myanmar [Burma] government would address the concerns 
of the international community by making sure that national unity and democracy take root in a substantial 
manner through dialogue and compromise," Lee's office said in a press release. 

The statement offered no specifics and did not say how Gen Thein Sein responded. 

The meeting came as detained Burmese opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi is on trial in Rangoon for 
allegedly violating the terms of her house arrest. Closing arguments are scheduled for Friday. 

Suu Kyi has been in detention without trial for more than 13 of the past 19 years. Her party won the 
country's last elections held in 1990, but the military, which has run Burma since 1962, did not allow her 
to take power. 

The junta, which has come under strong international criticism, says it is committed to democracy and will 
hold elections next year, though serious doubts persist about its intentions. 

South Korea was once ruled by a series of military-backed strongmen. Nationwide pro-democracy 
demonstrations in the summer of 1987 forced then president Chun Doo-hwan, a former general who took 
power in a coup, to restore direct presidential elections. 

Lee and Thein Sein agreed that their nations would cooperate to further expand trade and investment, the 
release also said. 

-------------------- 

Monk calls for unity among religious leaders  
DVB – 3 June 2009 

A prominent Burmese monk who organised relief efforts following cyclone Nargis last year has called for 
religious leaders in Burma to join hands in solving the country’s problems. 



Speaking from Norway, midway through a European trip which included the Buddhist Union’s Buddha’s 
Day celebration in France last month, Abbot U Nyanissara called for unity amongst monks. 

“We, all religious leaders, should walk together on a path that we see from the same point of view,” he 
said. 

“If you look at all the rivers with different names in Burma and also look at the rivers in Europe, you can 
see they all come from the same origin.” 

Buddhist religious discipline instructs monks to keep out of politics.  

This has been broken in the past, however, most notably in September 2007 when monks took to the 
streets in Burma to protest the hike in fuel prices, triggering what has become known as the Saffron 
Revolution due to the colour of monks robes. 

Refraining from direct political rhetoric, U Nyanissara called for calm in the face of upheaval. 

“We all should take the example of water and work together with everyone to keep the minds of human 
beings clear and to cool down their angers,” he said, adding that he gave the same message during his 
speech at the Buddha’s Day celebration in Paris. 

His visit to Norway, he said, was due to his wish to visit the country of Alfred Nobel, founder of the Nobel 
prizes. 

Reporting by Moe Aye  

-------------------- 

Burma ranks 126th in Global Peace Index   
Mizzima - 2 June 2009 

by Mungpi     

New Delhi - Increasing militarization and internal conflict has pushed Burma down to 126th place in the 
new Global Peace Index, which measures the level of peace in countries across the world. 

The 2009 Global Peace Index, released on Tuesday, reveals that Burma’s peace has been further 
reduced by continued militarization, internal armed conflict and human rights violations. 

Ranking 126th among the 144 countries included in the Index, Burma also ranks as the 22nd worse 
country in Asia, ahead of only North Korea, Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

The Index calculates the level of peace in a country using 23 qualitative and quantitative indicators 
ranging from a country’s level of military expenditure to its relations with neighboring countries and the 
level of respect for human rights. 

The indicators, selected by an international panel of experts including academics and leaders of peace 
institutions, shows that in 2008 global peace has been jeopardized by the global recession and an 
increase in violent conflict and political instability. 

In Burma, reports suggest that human rights violations and militarization continued to increase in 2008. 

According to the Karen National Union (KNU), an ethnic armed rebel group based along the Thai-
Burmese border, its Army had more than 1,000 clashes with the Burmese Army and their allies over the 
course of the preceding year. 

The KNU said the junta, in early 2009, concluded a three-year military campaign against the rebel group, 
with an aim to eliminate them. 

The increasing incidence of armed conflict has produced thousands of internally displaced persons along 
the Thai-Burmese border, according to the Committee for Internally Displaced Karen People (CIDKP), a 
group helping internally displaced persons. 

Additionally, following deadly Cyclone Nargis in May 2008, the worst recorded natural disaster in 
Burmese history, human rights violations reportedly reached a new height. 



Rights groups and international governments condemned Burma’s ruling junta for blocking aid supplies in 
the immediate aftermath of the cyclone. And even though the junta later opened up and accepted 
external help, rights groups said violations, including restrictions on movement within cyclone hit regions, 
have continued to hamper relief and rehabilitation efforts. 

The Index, which is in its third year, defines peace as “the absence of violence” and looks at internal 
indicators including homicides, percentage of the population in jail, availability of guns and the level of 
organized crime. 

It also looks at external indicators including the size of the military, exports and imports of arms, battlefield 
deaths, UN peacekeeping contributions and relations with neighboring states. 

The study is endorsed by several prominent individuals including Nobel Peace Laureates Martti Ahtisaari 
– former President of Finland, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, His Holiness the Dalai Lama, former President 
Jimmy Carter and Kofi Annan – former Secretary General of the United Nations. It is maintained by the 
Australia-based Institute for Economics and Peace. 

-------------------- 

Children recruited in Burmese Army cadet   
SHAN - 3 June 2009  

Hseng Khio Fah  

The Burmese Army in Shan State East has forcibly recruited children aged from 12 to 15 to its army cadet 
claiming it will improve education. 

The Army continues to recruit despite international pressure to stop using child soldiers.  

Burmese soldiers from both Mongpiang-based Light Infantry Battalion (LIB) #360, led by Captain Thein 
Aung, and Infantry Battalion (IB) # 43, led by Lieutenant Aung Naing, recruited many children from the 
township, said a local resident who wishes to remain anonymous.  

The recruitment, using Lahu militia units from Kawng Pat village tract, started in April. 

Children from 27 villages around Pat Kang village tract, 30 miles northwest of Mongpiang, have been 
taken. Each village was ordered to provide five children, the source said. 

On 25 May, children were taken to an army base in Nam Zarng, in Shan State South. It is not yet known 
how many children were taken. 

A mother whose child was taken said: “I worry that my son will be sent to front line as the situation in the 
country is unstable. He is just 12 years old.” 

Khami tribal youths from Pelatwa and Buthidaung Township on the western Burma border have also been 
forcibly recruited by the Burmese army, according to Narinjara report on 1 June.  

According to Human Rights Watch’s World Report 2009, Burma still continues widespread and systematic 
forced recruitment of child soldiers.  

Villagers over the age of 18 are also being ordered to attend military training, conducted at the command 
of the IB# 43 from May 1. 

The first group of about 100 villagers has been trained and the second group is now undergoing training, 
say local villagers.  

“After the training, those [trainee] will be sent to provide security in their area and in the military region,” 
the source said.  

Since early 2009, the Burmese Army has been forcing villagers in several townships in Shan State to set 
up militia units. 

Likewise, from the beginning of May, junta authorities in Chin state began military training for villagers of 
Paletwa Township, Khonumthung News reported on 1 June. 

-------------------- 



Burmese families arrive to settle in Maungdaw   
Narinjara News - 2 June 2009  

Maungdaw: Ethnic Burmans, accounting for 120 families from Burma proper arrived in Maungdaw today 
to settle in four model villages among 29 such villages set up by the Burmese military authorities along 
the western border since the early 1990s. 

"They arrived in our town this morning and many government officials from several departments in 
Maungdaw went to the district hall to receive them," a government official said. 

The 120 families include 179 men and 121 women. The model villagers will be settled in four model 
villages in Maungdaw Township - in Taungbro (left), Loang Don, Aung Tha Ya, and Kharay Myint. 

"This is the second time Burman settlers have arrived in Maungdaw Township this year. Most of the 
settlers this time are likely to be freed prisoners and retired police officials from the former capital 
Rangoon," he said. 

In January, a group of about 500 people arrived in Maungdaw to settle in model villages located along the 
western Burmese border with Bangladesh. 

A member of the ward council in Maungdaw said township authorities forcibly collected 50,000 Kyats from 
each ward in Maungdaw to support the model villagers, particularly for buying kitchen equipment like 
pots, pans and plates among others. 

Earlier, the Burmese Army constructed model villages and settled the newcomers, but the responsibility 
has now been given to the home ministry. Because of this change, township authorities are now 
collecting money from local village and ward councils for the settlers. 

In northern Arakan State, there are over 40 model villages. These have been built by the military where 
ethnic Burmans have been settled. 

A villager in the region said that both local Buddhists and Muslims are displeased with the settlers from 
Burma proper because they sometimes engage in anti social activities. 

-------------------- 

Kachin youths assaulted and detained for preventing  rape by Burmese soldiers   
Kachin News Group - 2 June 2009  

Many ethnic young Kachin men and male students in Mayan Village near Namti city in Burma's northern 
Kachin State were brutally assaulted and detained last night by Burmese soldiers in the village-based 
Burmese Army Artillery Battalion No. 372. The army action came after some youths prevented a rape of a 
minor girl by four Burmese Army soldiers. 

Following directives from the battalion commander Lt-Col. Ye Yint Twe, who is known to treat villagers 
cruelly, only ethnic Kachin young men were targeted, said villagers of Mayan. 

Lt-Col. Ye Yint Twe ordered his soldiers to "Kill all Kachin young men in the village," villagers quoted the 
military officer as saying. 

Villagers said over 20 youths have been severely injured. More than three persons have been 
hospitalized and over 10 young men and village headmen have been put in a prison cell in Namti city 
which is near the Mayan Village. 

Over 30 youths have fled the village since last night for fear of being assaulted and arrested by the 
soldiers, added villagers. 

Teenagers, Middle and High School students, headmen of wards in the village and several Kachin 
Independence Army (KIA) soldiers, who temporarily returned home, were among the victims, said their 
parents. 

Villagers told KNG today that the mayhem was started yesterday by Burmese soldiers when a young man 
called Latsai Naw prevented the rape of a girl called Wa Sha Ki on the road in daylight. A knife was held 
to her throat by four soldiers who attempted to rape her. 



Latsai Naw called several young men and they beat up the soldiers after he was assaulted for preventing 
the rape by the four soldiers, said locals. 

Following the incident, the angry battalion commander Lt-Col Ye Yit Twe gathered 30 of his soldiers and 
they circled the Dai Hkawng video theatre to arrest Kachin youths but some fled, said eyewitnesses. 

The soldiers began searching for the youths in the village by entering each house. Every young man in 
the houses was beaten up by the soldiers, said villagers. 

Eyewitnesses said many were rounded up from their homes while some were picked up from the village 
train station by local Burmese soldiers. They used guns, knives and wooden sticks, added eyewitnesses. 

The innocent students, Brang Awng, Labang Naw Ding and Hpuwan La San were severely beaten up in 
their homes by soldiers and had to be hospitalized in Namti, said family sources.  The events started 
around 7 a.m. and ended at 10 a.m. Burma Standard Time. 

Mayan Village is home to over 300 families, mainly Kachins.  They have been threatened not to tell the 
truth by the battalion commander Ye Yint Twe. They have been told to say that the trouble was not 
between the soldiers and local Kachin youths but among the villagers 

Night Curfew has been set from tonight at 7 p.m. by Lt-Col. Ye Ying Twe and whoever breaks the Night 
Curfew in the village has been threatened to gun down by soldiers, said villagers. 

-------------------- 

'Culprits' in Last Year's Energy Spike Reappear   
Irrawaddy – 3 June 2009  

By Mark Williams / AP Writer 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Oil prices pushed to new highs for the year Monday on a weak dollar and new data 
suggesting manufacturing in China has strengthened. Both of those factors helped send energy prices to 
record highs last summer. 

Benchmark crude for July delivery rose $2.27 to settle at $68.58 a barrel on the New York Mercantile 
Exchange, the highest close since early November. Natural gas futures soared 10 percent. 

The data out of China shows how much economic news from across the globe can effect pocketbooks in 
the US. 

Brokerage CLSA Asia-Pacific Markets said its purchasing managers index rose to 51.2 from April's 50.1 
on a 100-point scale, indicating that the world's third-largest economy might be recovering from a slump. 
Numbers above 50 show an expansion. The state-sanctioned China Federation of Logistics and 
Purchasing reported that its index had eased, but that manufacturing was still expanding somewhat. 

When crude prices were heading toward $150 per barrel last year, many energy analysts believed the 
booming economies of China and India would support energy prices globally even as Western nations 
slipped into recession. 

That did not turn out to be the case and there is little tangible evidence to suggest that the rapid rise in 
energy prices can be sustained for long this summer. 

That would be good news for some consumers as far as energy prices go. Utility bills and gasoline prices 
are far below last year's levels, though the plunge has come at the cost of millions of jobs. 

Yet the pace at which energy prices rose in May has also raised questions about what is causing the 
surge. That is especially true of spiking natural gas prices Monday. 

Natural gas has been one commodity in the energy complex that has lagged this year compared with 
crude and gasoline, and may finally have attracted a large number of investors who saw a bargain. 

Speculative bets on crude were on the rise already. The net increase in bets that benchmark crude prices 
will increase rose by more than 14 percent last week, according to a report from the Commodity Futures 
Trading Commission. 



A lot of that money is being driven by inflation fears as the dollar falls against other major currencies. 

Still, there are continuing hints of an economy that may be on the mend. 

The Tempe, Arizona-based Institute for Supply Management reported the first month of growth in the 
new-orders index since November 2007, though the sector continues to contract overall. 

Natural gas prices have slumped to five-year lows with some of the biggest users, like manufacturers, 
hammered by the recession. 

The lack of broader, fundamental support hasn't stopped momentum from building in energy markets. 

"I don't believe in it ... but I'm not dumb enough to stand in front of it," oil trader and analyst Stephen 
Schork said of the rally. 

In other Nymex trading, gasoline for June delivery rose 2 cents to $1.915 a gallon and heating oil rose 
9.89 cents to settle at $1.7765 a gallon. Natural gas for June delivery jumped 41.4 cents to settle at 
$4.249 per 1,000 cubic feet. 

In London, Brent prices rose $2.45 to settle at $67.97 a barrel on the ICE Futures exchange. 

-------------------- 

Opinion & Analysis  

Will Myanmar follow North Korea's way?- by Lilian B udianto  
The Jakarta Post – 2 June 2009  

As North Korea's recent nuclear test raises tensions in Asia, rogue state Myanmar's nuclear program is 
ringing alarm bells in the Western world, say Greenpeace and a local expert.  

Myanmar's notorious junta, which has been subject to Western economic sanctions because of its poor 
human rights record, has attracted criticism over its plan to develop nuclear reactors. In 2002 it was 
reported that the Russian government had agreed to help the military junta build a nuclear research 
facility that would be used to develop reactors for medical and electricity resources.  

The US has shunned Myanmar's nuclear plans, saying Yangon has neither the legal framework nor the 
provisions that would safeguard its nuclear program from posing a security threat.  

"Nuclear power and nuclear arms are different sides of the same coin. Every nuclear-power-wielding state 
can turn into a nuclear-armed nation," said Tessa de Ryck, an anti- nuclear campaigner from Greenpeace 
Southeast Asia.  

"North Korea is an example. Once a country possesses a nuclear power plant, it is hard for the 
international community to restrict ambitions to develop nuclear weapons."  

The global community failed to persuade North Korea from conducting another nuclear test last week 
after the collapse of six-party talks last year. The United States is yet to determine how it will respond to 
the North test, which has provoked more hostilities with neighboring South Korea and Japan.  

Japan is reported likely to persuade China, who has provided economic support for Pyongyang, to take a 
tougher stance to the North regime. China has also ensured economic support for Myanmar, undermining 
economic sanctions imposed by the West.  

Ten ASEAN members signed the 1995 Bangkok Treaty that outlined a nuclear-weapon-free zone and an 
agreement not to abuse nuclear technology. However, precedents have shown the bloc has no leverage 
in meddling in the domestic affairs of member countries in case of any standoffs.  

ASEAN consists of Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philip-pines, 
Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.  

Myanmar has become the center of attention recently over the fresh trial of opposition leader and Nobel 
Peace laureate Aung San Suu Kyi, who has been under house arrest for 13 out of the 19 years since her 
party won a landslide victory in 1990. ASEAN leaders have come under fire for their leniency toward 
Myanmar at a time when the West has been considering imposing yet more sanctions on Myanmar.  



"No one can ask Myanmar to adhere to the human rights commitment they have made under the ASEAN 
Charter that entered into force last year," said Bantarto Bandoro, the chairman of the Indonesian 
Institution for Strategic Studies. "If Myanmar later abuses the nuclear plant to produce arms, there would 
be no one that could ask them to stop."  

Greenpeace has predicted that nuclear power plants in the ASEAN region would be able to produce up to 
200 nuclear bombs a year, considering it takes only 5 kilograms of plutonium to make a nuclear warhead.  

Indonesia, Thailand, Vietnam, Malaysia and the Philippines have already notified the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) of their intention to operate nuclear power plants in the near future as an 
alternative to non-renewable energy resources.  

Indonesia relies on coal, oil and gas to generate electricity for its population of 240 million. Along with the 
rise in industrial production, the government has sought to develop four nuclear plants that could support 
10 percent of its electricity demands by 2025.  

Similarly, Thailand, Malaysia and Vietnam all aim to either build or operate nuclear power plants by 2020, 
while the Philippines has plans to revive its closed Bataan nuclear power plant.  

Indonesia, Vietnam, the Philippines, Thailand, Myanmar and Malaysia have signed the Non-Proliferation 
Treaty. 

-------------------- 

News – ASSK 

Aung San Suu Kyi’s court date postponed to June 5   
Mizzima - 29 May 2009 

by Mungpi     

New Delhi - The special court in Insein Prison on Friday extended the date for lawyers to submit 
arguments on Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s trial until June 5, according to her lawyers. 

Kyi Win, a member of Burmese opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi’s legal team, said authorities sent 
them letters today informing them of the extension of the date for submission of arguments on the case. 

“The information is that the arguments can be submitted latest by June 5,” Kyi Win told Mizzima. 

Previously, the court had set June 1 as the deadline for the submission of arguments by lawyers. 

Aung San Suu Kyi, who is currently standing trial in Insein, is charged with breaching the regulations of 
her house arrest after she was visited by an uninvited American citizen at her lakeside residence. 

The court has completed the hearing of all witnesses – both prosecution and defense – and is set to hold 
the hearing of final arguments by lawyers from both sides on June 5. 

“After the hearing of the arguments the court will give the verdict,” Kyi Win confirmed. 

Supporters and critics have accused the junta of masterminding the whole plot in order to continue 
detaining Daw Aung San Suu Kyi in order to move her out of the way of the junta’s planned 2010 election. 

“I really don’t want to comment on the case and the court’s proceedings. But as a lawyer, I am hoping for 
the best,” Kyi Win said. 

On Thursday, John William Yettaw, the American man, testified at the court in admission of his two visits 
to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s house, first on November 30, 2008 and the then on May 3 of this year. But he 
said in both cases he bumped into security guards, who despite knowing of his visits did not trouble him 
and let him go. 

Yettaw’s testimony gives fresh provocation to the accusations by opposition activists and critics that the 
junta did have fair knowledge of his visits to the Burmese pro-democracy leader’s house on University 
Avenue. 

Lawyers of the Burmese Nobel Peace Laureate said that even under the regulations of her house arrest 
she is not guilty of committing any crime as the law only prohibits her from contacting people outside. 



“In this case, she has not contacted anyone from outside, Yettaw made his visits on his own,” Nyan Win, 
the NLD spokesperson and a member of Aung San Suu Kyi’s legal team, said. 

Yettaw, in his testimony, told the court that he had visited the Burmese democracy icon because he had a 
vision that she will be assassinated by terrorists and that God had asked him to go and inform her and the 
government of Burma. 

Nyan Win said legally no witnesses have been able to provide evidence to prove her guilty, “So, we are 
hopeful that she will win, but since the case is handled by the government we don’t know what will 
happen.” 

-------------------- 

Yettaw acted alone, says lawyer  
AFP / DVB – 2 June 2009 

A US man who swam to the home of Aung San Suu Kyi was not paid by or taking orders from any outside 
organisation, his lawyer said today ahead of final arguments in the trial of Burma's opposition leader. 

Burma's military regime has expressed scepticism over John Yettaw's explanation for his visit to the 
Nobel laureate's lakeside home, with one official suggesting that the American was a "secret agent or her 
boyfriend." 

But lawyer Khin Maung Oo said the devout Mormon was a "sincere and pious" person who believed God 
had told him to warn Aung San Suu Kyi and the government after he had a vision that she would be 
assassinated. 

"There is no issue of him acting on someone's instruction to him or that some organisation provided 
money to him to do so," Khin Maung Oo said of his client, who like Aung San Suu Kyi faces up to five 
years in jail. 

"As far as I know, he's a very sincere and pious person. He cooperated with the court. He answered the 
same during the interrogation and at the trial," he told AFP. 

The lawyer added that photos taken by the American in Aung San Suu Kyi's house -- which the 
prosecution have focused on during the trial -- were "just to show his daughter, not for publicity or not to 
communicate to anyone." 

Hearings in the mostly closed trial of Aung San Suu Kyi and Yettaw have been adjourned until Friday 
when lawyers will present their closing arguments. The trial has drawn international condemnation. 

Yettaw, a former US military veteran, testified in court last week that he had a dream in which Aung San 
Suu Kyi was killed by "terrorists" and that he swam across the lake using a pair of homemade flippers to 
alert her. 

Last month Burma's consul general in Hong Kong posted a letter on the internet saying that "we have no 
idea whether he is either secret agent or her boyfriend." 

The country's deputy defence minister, Major General Aye Myint, said Sunday that Aung San Suu Kyi had 
deliberately covered up the visit. 

Khin Maung Oo said Yettaw's story about his reasons for his bizarre night-time swim across Rangoon's 
Inya Lake on 4 May had been consistent both under interrogation and when his client testified last week. 

"He did not deny entering [the house]. He said he came here on God's mission to warn Senior General 
Than Shwe and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi," he said. 

"He said he came to warn that she could be assassinated by some terrorists. He said he had his vision in 
the state of trance.  

"If he had failed to do so, Aung San Suu Kyi could be lost and the government will also lose dignity." 

Khin also said his 53-year-old client was a Vietnam War veteran who has post-traumatic stress syndrome, 
diabetes and heart disease. 



Aung San Suu Kyi has branded the trial as biased and said that she allowed Yettaw to have "temporary 
shelter" for a night.  

She blamed Burmese authorities for the intrusion, saying they failed to provide proper security.  

-------------------- 

Suu Kyi ‘bears no grudge’ toward Yettaw  
DVB – 1 June 2009 

Burma opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi told her lawyer over the weekend that she bore no grudge 
against John Yettaw, the man whose actions threaten a lengthy continuation of her imprisonment. 

Nyan Win, and fellow lawyers Kyi Win and Khin Hyay Kywe, met with Suu Kyi and her two caretakers at 
the ‘guesthouse’ where they are being held inside Rangoon’s Insein prison.  

The group was able to talk freely “without any intereference”, Nyan Win said, and discussed next week’s 
summation of the trial, although he was unable to report specifically on what was covered. 

“What I can tell you, however, is what Daw Aung San Suu Kyi told me,” he said. 

“The first concerns Mr Yettaw and she said she bore no grudge against Mr Yettaw or his family.” 

Earlier this month the US citizen swam to Suu Kyi’s compound, where she is held under house arrest, 
and stayed for two nights.  

The stay triggered charges that Suu Kyi had breached conditions of her house arrest. If convicted, she 
could be sentenced for up to five years. 

On Thursday Yettaw was taken back to Suu Kyi’s compound to reenact the events surrounding his visit. 
According to Nyan Win, Suu Kyi found this “completely unacceptable”. 

“She said it was her home and the way things were conducted there without informing her amounts to 
lawlessness or disrespect for the law,” he said. 

Suu Kyi did however say that her health had improved, following reports she was suffering severe leg 
cramps and lack of sleep. 

“A specialist came to her [two days ago] and asked her to stop taking two medicines that she was taking 
daily,” said Nyan Win.  

“She told us that since then the situation had improved.” 

He confirmed that the next hearing had been adjourned to 5 June, but denied that it had been done on 
health grounds. 

Reporting by Htet Aung Kyaw  

-------------------- 

NLD claims junta only interested in own security  
DVB – 2 June 2009  

Burma’s warning to its neighbours to respect its sovereignty should only be interpreted as an attempt to 
guard the security of the Burmese junta and not its citizens, the National League for Democracy said 
yesterday.  

Responding to a statement given by Burma’s deputy defence minister at the weekend that called for 
regional countries to steer clear of interfering in domestic matters for fear of affecting “the peace and 
security of the region”, NLD member Win Tin said it was a reaction to mounting international pressure. 

“He [Aye Myint] is absolutely right, but the ‘security’ he was talking about is not the security for the people 
and the politicians in our country,” said Win Tin. 

“He was talking about the security of the military regime itself, which is now facing a growing threat in the 
country as the international pressure increases.” 



Deputy defence minister Aye Myint had been addressing a meeting of regional defence officials in 
Singapore. 

The meeting came amidst mounting international pressure on the regime to release Aung San Suu Kyi, 
who is on trial for allegedly breaching conditions of her house arrest.  

Thailand, who holds close ties to the regime and has in the past been reluctant to pass criticism, has 
become increasingly vocal as Suu Kyi’s trial has progressed.  

Burma last week reacted angrily to Thailand’s “grave concern”, warning it not to interfere in Burma’s 
internal affairs for fear of setting a bad precedent within the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) bloc, which follows a line of non-interference in member countries domestic affairs.  

Yet the Suu Kyi trial has brought to light a debate over whether Burma’s internal problems are now 
affecting the region, with Thailand’s ASEAN chief stoking the flames with comments to the effect that 
Burma was now tarnishing the bloc’s image.  

Speaking on the sidelines of talks between ASEAN and European Union leaders in Hanoi last week, 
Surin Pitsuwan warned of damage to the bloc’s credibility, with Burma an ever more controversial 
member. 

"The discussion in the room back there was that [Suu Kyi’s trial]... affects ASEAN's image and ASEAN's 
collective interests," he told reporters. 

Reporting by Khin Hnin Htet  

-------------------- 

Junta publicly defends Aung San Suu Kyi’s trial   
Mizzima - 1 June 2009 

by Mungpi     

New Delhi - Burma’s military rulers said on Sunday that pro-democracy leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s 
trial is in keeping with its law and is an internal affair, where other countries should not interfere. 

Major General Aye Myint, Burma’s Deputy Minister for Defence, at the Asia Security Conference in 
Singapore on Sunday said legal action was taken against Aung San Suu Kyi according to the law and as 
a respect to the rule of law. 

Aye Myint said, the trial is a domestic affair and does not impose any threat to the peace and security of 
the region saying, “Thus, if any country interferes in the internal affairs of another country, that particular 
act may possibly affect the mutual understanding and friendly relationship between countries.” 

Aye Myint’s speech is the first where Burma’s ruling junta has publicly defended the prosecution of 
democracy icon Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, which the international community has dubbed a ploy to further 
detain her. 

The Nobel Peace Laureate, who was shifted to Insein prison precincts from her lakeside home, is facing a 
trial under charges of flouting her house arrest terms by sheltering an uninvited American man, who 
allegedly swam across the Innya Lake alongside her house. 

Her lawyer, Kyi Win said the man, John William Yettaw, had sneaked into her house and there is no 
reason to charge her for the conduct of a man, whom she has never known. 

“Yettaw must bear the full responsibility and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is not guilty and is not violating her 
house arrest terms,” Kyi Win told Mizzima earlier. 

The trial, which began on May 18, has concluded  hearing all witnesses and the court has fixed Friday, 
June 5, as the final day of hearing of the lawyers’ arguments.   

“Legally, we have a good case,” said Kyi Win, adding, however, that he is not sure whether they would 
win the case. 



Nyan Win, a member of Aung San Suu Kyi’s legal team and spokesperson for her party the National 
League for Democracy, told Mizzima on Monday that the defence team is preparing the final argument 
and met Daw Aung San Suu Kyi on Saturday in order to discuss the case. 

“She looks fine, and we had discussions regarding the case and are now preparing the argument,” said 
Nyan Win adding that the defence team is ready to further appeal to higher courts if the court does 
sentence her. 

But Win Tin, a central executive member of the NLD, earlier told Mizzima that the verdict of the trial is 
almost predictable and that he strongly believes the junta will sentence Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to 
imprisonment. 

Similarly, a Rangoon-based journalist, who has been covering the trial, said “I think the case is ideal for 
the junta to find a pretext to charge, try and sentence Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. 

“The junta is likely to sentence her to three years at the minimum,” he said.  

-------------------- 

Burma reiterates warning to neighbours  
DVB – 1 June 2009  

A senior member of Burma’s ruling junta has issued what appears to be a warning to allied countries that 
interfering in the trial of Aung San Suu Kyi could muddy bilateral relations and upset regional stability.  

Referring to the trial of Suu Kyi, Burma’s deputy defence minister, Major-General Aye Myint, told a 
meeting of regional defence officials in Singapore over the weekend that “internal problems in countries 
that can be solved only on their own proceedings”. 

Burma has become increasingly isolated over the past two weeks as even close allies such as Thailand 
and Singapore piled pressure on the regime to release Suu Kyi.  

At the same meeting, the United States’ defense secretary Robert Gates singled Burma out as an 
anomaly in a region pushing further toward democratic reform, describing it as "one of the isolated, 
desolate exceptions to the growing prosperity and freedom for the region." 

Burma’s retort came in the form of a warning from Aye Myint to neighbouring leaders that interference in 
domestic matters “may possibly affect the mutual understanding and friendly relationship between 
countries”. 

He added that the trial of Suu Kyi was a necessary move to ensure the country fulfils its ‘Seven-Step 
Roadmap to Democracy’, and that the opposition leader was undoubtedly complicit in the visit of US 
citizen John Yettaw, which triggered the charges.  

“It is no doubt that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has committed a cover-up of the truth by her failure to report 
an illegal immigrant to the authorities concerned,” he said. 

“She permitted him to stay. She communicated, provided him food and shelter.” 

Meanwhile, Britain's Minister for International Defense and Security, who was also at the meeting, 
renewed calls for Suu Kyi’s release.  

"The continued imprisonment of Aung San Suu Kyi is a reminder that we cannot take for granted the 
institutions of democracy,” said Ann Taylor. 

“We say to the generals: now is the time for transition to democracy, starting with the release of Aung San 
Suu Kyi." 

Reporting by Francis Wade and AFP  

-------------------- 

Hints of Burma-Thailand Tension Appear in State-run  Media  
Irrawaddy – 2 June 2009  

By Wai Moe  



The Burmese state-run-media hinted on Tuesday of increased tension between the military junta and the 
current Thai chair of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) over comments he made about 
the trial of Aung San Suu Kyi. 

Burmese newspapers published a story about the Asean-EU meeting in Phnom Penh on May 27-28 
which Burmese deputy foreign minister Maung Myint attended.  

The story briefly outlined Thailand’s expression of concern over charges against Suu Kyi at an informal 
meeting on May 27.  

In response, Maung Myint was quoted as saying, “The matter no longer needs to be put on the agenda of 
the Asean-EU meeting,” contending it had already been discussed during the Hanoi meeting.  

Like other Burmese officials, Maung Myint called Suu Kyi’s trial “a matter of internal legal process.”  

Burmese newspapers reported that Maung Myint said “some neighboring nations were unreasonably 
interested in the hearing of the case” at the Asean-EU meeting on May 28. 

The deputy minister was quoted as saying at the meeting, “Actually, it is Thailand that needs to forge 
national reconciliation. Thailand saw year-long demonstrations in which different groups in red, yellow 
and blue made an attempt to oust the government and jeopardize the Asean Summit.”  

Rejecting the reactions of the international community over Suu Kyi’s trial, Maung Myint said the case 
was not “a political or human rights issue.”  

A separate Thailand-Burma story published in Myanma Alin under the headline: “Thailand should not be 
tension [sic] with Burma, warned Gen Sonthi.”  

Quoting a story from Bankok’s Thai Rath newspaper on May 28, Myanma Alin reported on Tuesday that 
Gen Sonthi Boonyaratglin, the 2006 coup maker who ousted former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, 
warned that “if Thailand has a conflict with Burma, it will face defeat.”   

Sonthi was quoted as saying that Burma has onshore and offshore natural resources and it has 
resources that can produce nuclear power, according to the report in Myanma Alin.  

Sonthi’s remark came just a day after Thai Foreign Minister Kasit Piromya’s was quoted as making a 
critical comment on Burma in Dhaka, the capital of Bangladesh.   

“The changes in Myanmar are very much needed,” he was quoted as saying on Monday. “It not only is a 
necessity for the security of Myanmar but also for all the neighboring countries including Bangladesh and 
Thailand.”  

According to Dhaka’s newspapers, Kasit said the Philippines, Thailand, Indonesia and Bangladesh went 
through military regimes “to some extent.”  

”All of us have got rid of military authoritative regimes and emerged to have democratic societies,” he 
said. He suggested that Indonesia was a good model for Burma’s democratization.   

"So the question to be posed on Myanmar is why can't they also emerge from that to an open society? It 
would be good for the whole region. It would good for all of us,” he said.  

Normally, Thailand’s relationship with Burma has been relatively stable since the 1988 military coup in 
Burma, largely because of Thailand’s “business first policy.” Thailand was the first country to invest in 
Burma after the brutal Burmese military crackdown on demonstrators. Currently, it is the Burmese 
regime’s biggest trade partner.  

However, there was some tension between the neighboring countries when Thailand was governed by 
the Democratic Party in the late 1990s. Thailand’s foreign minister attempted to replace Asean’s 
“constructive engagement” policy on Burma with a more pro-active “flexible engagement” policy.  

Currently, the Democratic party again governs in Thailand and is openly making more critical comments 
about Burma and the trial of Suu Kyi.  



Several other Asean members including Asean founders Indonesia, the Philippines, Singapore and 
Malaysia, have made similar critical statements over the trial of Suu Kyi. Cambodia also has expressed a 
statement of concern. 

Most Asean members have supported Thailand’s critical statement on the trial of Suu Kyi and the release 
of all political prisoners, because they see the issue as a challenge to the new Asean Charter, which has 
a human rights body. 

-------------------- 

News - Other 

20 Die as Ancient Pagoda Mysteriously Collapses   
Irrawaddy - 1 June 2009  

By MIN LWIN 

Danok Pagoda, an ancient temple thought to contain two Buddha relics, collapsed on Saturday killing at 
least 20 people and injuring about 150, according to local residents.  

It is believed that the casualties were all construction workers and naval personnel who were working to 
restore the pagoda when it suddenly collapsed. 

The incident is immediately shrouded in mystery and superstition with locals and surviving workers telling 
tales of strange weather, bright red lights and supernatural voices.  

“The temple collapsed about 3:10 p.m. while I was loading bricks on a platform around the pagoda,” said 
a 24-year-old construction worker who sustained only minor injuries.  

“The weather suddenly turned very dark,” he told The Irrawaddy. “Then we saw a bright red light rising 
from the northern end of the pagoda. Then, suddenly, the temple collapsed,” he said. “I also heard a 
strange haunting voice coming from the direction of the light.” 

The 2,300-year-old Buddhist temple is located in Danok Model Village in Dalla Township in Rangoon 
Division, and is revered for being a site where two Buddha relics are housed.   

Restoration work on the 170-foot (52-meter) pagoda had been taking place at the time of the collapse. As 
well as a construction team, naval personnel from No. 36 Naval Flotilla were working on the project.  

The disaster was particularly ill-fated: on May 7, junta chief Snr-Gen Than Shwe’s wife, Kyaing Kyaing, 
along with family members and senior military officials’ families, had attended a ceremony at the pagoda 
and had symbolically placed the hti, a sacred golden umbrella, on top of the pagoda. 

Several elderly locals from Danok Model Village said that they believed that the pagoda never welcomed 
cruel or unkind donors, and always shook when such persons made offerings.  

It is said that Kyaing Kyaing places hti on pagodas as an act to avoid bad luck, said a reporter in 
Rangoon. 

Rangoon-based weekly journals were instructed by Burma 's notoriously draconian censorship board not 
to report the event. 

According to some witnesses, they had seen the shadow of the pagoda in the sky on Friday night 
between 10 pm and 2 am and noticed that no umbrella was visible. 

Astrologers in the former capital have said that the incident is a sign that further ill-fated events will 
happen soon. 

According to oral history, Danok Pagoda was built some 2,300 years ago. 

According to sources in Rangoon, local residents are angry about the government’s slow rescue effort, 
which continued until Sunday night. The rescue team was reportedly unable to clear the debris under 
which five people or more are thought to have disappeared. 

Additional reporting by Aung Thet Wine in Rangoon. 



-------------------- 

Burma Locked Out of Region’s Prosperity, Says Gates   
Irrawaddy – 1 June 2009  

By WAI MOE 

Burma is “one of the isolated, desolate exceptions to the growing prosperity and freedom of the region,” 
according to US Defense Secretary Robert Gates. 

Gates made his comment at a security conference in Singapore, where  
Burma’s deputy defense minister, Maj-Gen Aye Myint, tried to deflect criticism of his government and its 
latest action against opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi. 

Burma’s state-run-newspaper The New Light of Myanmar reported on Monday that Aye Myint told the 
conference that Suu Kyi’s trial in Rangoon was an internal Burmese affair.  

“Thus, if any country interferes in the internal affairs of another country, that particular act may possibly 
affect the mutual understanding and friendly relation between countries,” he said.  

Gates, however, repeated calls for Suu Kyi’s release. He said, “We need to see real change in Burma—
the release of political prisoners, including Aung San Suu Kyi, and the institution of meaningful dialogue 
between the junta and the opposition.” 

Gates said, “We saw Burma's resistance to accept basic humanitarian aid last year following the cyclone, 
a decision indicative of that country's approach to the rest of the world.” 

The Singapore conference, the 8th Shangri-La Dialogue, organized by the city-state’s International 
Institute for Strategic Studies, brought together defense ministers or their deputies from 27 countries. The 
situation in Burma and the trial of Suu Kyi were raised by several participants, despite Aye Myint’s 
objections. 

Burma is facing mounting international pressure, also from within the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (Asean).  

At an Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) of foreign ministers in Phnom Penh last week, Burmese Foreign 
Minister Nyan Win opposed any consideration of the Burma issue, complaining that the gathering “has 
overlooked the important issue of non-interference.” 

Nyan Win declared, “This is an internal legal issue and it is not a human rights issue.”  

Despite Nyan Win’s objections, ministers from the European Union and Asean discussed Suu Kyi’s trial 
and called on the Burmese government to free her and other political prisoners. 

Burma’s traditional allies, China and India, are also reportedly concerned about the impact of Suu Kyi’s 
trial.  

The trial is also expected to be an issue at an Asean meeting in South Korea next week.  

“Asean leaders will meet and discuss an issue that has received international attention —about a 
neighboring country—for further cooperation,” said Thai Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva, whose country is 
currently chairman of the regional grouping. 

One human rights expert, Sriprapha Petcharamesree, of Bangkok’s Mahidol University said three 
Burmese issues—the junta’s response to Cyclone Nargis, refugees, Suu Kyi and other political 
prisoners—are real threats for the Asean Charter. 

-------------------- 

Malaysia denies Burmese human trafficking   
Mizzima - 2 June 2009 

by Usa Pichai     



Chiang Mai - Malaysia has refuted US accusations that thousands of deported Burmese migrants were 
handed over to human traffickers in Thailand, while more migrants crossed over to Thailand, after the 
announcement of the new round of migrant worker’s registration. 

Malaysian Home Ministry Secretary General Mahmood Adam said that the officials have found no 
evidence to support the claim.   "The government had already initiated a few internal investigations, but 
it's baseless," the Associated Press quoted him as saying on Tuesday. 

Human trafficking of Burmese migrants also sparked the debate between the Malaysian government and 
US lawmakers in April. The U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations said in a report made public in 
April that illegal Myanmar migrants deported from Malaysia were forced to work in brothels, fishing boats 
and restaurants across the border in Thailand if they had no money to buy their freedom. 

The report was based on a year long review by committee staff who spoke to migrants from military-ruled 
Myanmar, also known as Burma, and human rights activists. 

According to the Senate Committee report, "a few thousand" Burmese migrants in recent years might 
have become victims of extortion and trafficking once they were deported across Malaysia's northern 
border with Thailand. 

The U.N. refugee agency has registered 47,600 refugees living in Malaysia as of the end of March of 
whom 42,300 are from Burma. 

Meanwhile, many more migrants from Burma have crossed the border illegally in search of work in 
Thailand. But a local NGO worker in Ranong border town warned that it is dangerous for the workers for 
they could be cheated by the human traffickers and sent to work in dangerous jobs such as in the fishing 
sector without pay. 

“The incident where 54 Burmese died in frozen container truck last year is a serious tragedy. Even 
though, authorities arrested six of the eight suspects, this kind of incident should not happen again, ” the 
source said. 

“Recently, the Thai government announced that it will open migrant registration this year for work in 
businesses where there is labour shortage. This would help more people from Burma to find work 
opportunities in Thailand,” the source added. 

Ranong is a border town close to Kawthong township in Burma, where around 100,000 people are from 
Burma. In addition, it is the gateway for migrants who want to work down south of Thailand. 

Last week, Thai authorities in Mae Sot border with Myawaddy township of Burma tried to stop two  trucks 
suspected to be transporting illegal workers. The trucks met with an accident and careened off the road. 
The policed found 28 undocumented Burmese migrants with minor injuries. They were later deported to 
Burma but the drivers of the trucks fled.  

-------------------- 

Former Burmese intelligence official ‘would testify ’ at ICC 
DVB – 1 June 2009 

A former Burmese senior intelligence official and ambassador to Washington has said he would testify 
against Burma’s ruling generals if they are eventually brought in front of the International Criminal Court.  

On Saturday Burma marked the six-year anniversary of the Depayin massacre, in which 70 supporters of 
opposition National League for Democracy party were killed by a government-backed militia. 

The massacre happened whilst Aung San Suu Kyi had been campaigning for supporters, and following 
the incident she was placed under house arrest. 

Speaking to DVB on the anniversary, Aung Lin Htut, who served as the junta’s deputy ambassador in 
Washington before he sought asylum in the US in 2005, supported the idea of bringing the junta to the 
ICC. 

“I myself would testify if [junta leader Than Shwe] is taken to the international court,” he said. 



“Even if I am imprisoned, I could appear as witness.” 

The comments were backed by the general secretary of the exiled Burma Lawyers’ Council, Aung Htoo, 
who is campaigning to take those responsible for the Depayin massacre to the ICC.  

“The most obvious point about Depayin is that no one was arrested and no action was taken against a 
serious crime known to the country and the world,” he said. 

“[The authorities] not only failed to take responsibility for the security, it was also arranged that people 
who take the security responsibility commit the crime.” 

Burma’s military government, and Than Shwe in particular, are said to be shaken by the idea of being 
taken to the ICC.  

A number of people have suggested recently that the spiraling human rights situation in Burma, 
particularly regarding the use of child soldiers and increasing numbers of political prisoners, warranted 
attention from the ICC. 

Last week, Thai MP Kraisak Choonhavan, who also heads the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Myanmar 
Caucus, said the junta should be brought to court. 

“If they [ICC] are in their right mind and they go through the facts, there is no denying that [junta leader] 
Than Shwe and his cronies should be persecuted at the ICC,” he said. 

Similarly, a group of over 60 British MPs last month called for a United Nations commission of inquiry into 
crimes against humanity in Burma. 

And in April, former senior legal adviser to the ICC, Morten Bergsmo, said that the Burmese army’s use of 
child soldiers could constitute a war crime. 

Reporting by Htet Aung Kyaw  

-------------------- 

Bangladesh, Burma Work to Resolve Rohingya Repatria tion   
Irrawaddy – 1 June 2009  

By ARKAR MOE   

The influx of Rohingya refuges into Bangladesh will not stop until there is a change in Arakan State and 
Burmese officials agree to repatriation, Bangladesh Foreign Minister Dipu Moni said at a press 
conference on Friday. 

“If there is no qualitative change in the place they come from, the influx will be continuing no matter how 
serious we are in trying to resolve the crisis,”  
Dipu Moni said. 

She made the comment in response to media reports that more Rohingya refugees were entering 
Bangladesh through the Cox’s Bazar and Bandarban districts. 

The foreign minister said nearly 30,000 Rohingya currently reside in two makeshift camps in Cox’s Bazar 
District and many more live outside the designated camps. 

The foreign minister recalled that Burma claimed that the Rohingya were Bangladeshi at the Bali 
Conference on human trafficking in April. 

“But I presented the historical facts and necessary evidence on the Rohingya, their origin in Burma, at the 
conference to convince the international community,” she said. 

During her visit to Burma on May 16-17, Dipu Moni said the Burmese government agreed to take 
Rohingya refugees back if a proper list was provided. “Progress has been made in this regard,” she said. 

“We will provide the list to Rangoon in consultation with the UN High Commission for Refugees (UNHRC) 
and the International Organization for Migration (IOM),” she said. 
The UNHRC earlier called the Rohingyas issues a “protracted” humanitarian problem that began 30 years 
ago. 



Khine Mrat Kyaw, an editor at the Bangladesh-based Narinjara news agency, told The Irrawaddy on 
Monday that he didn’t believe the Rohingya issue would be easily solved 

Under a subsequent tripartite agreement between Dhaka, the UN refugee agency and Rangoon, Burma 
had agreed to take back Rohingya following Bangladesh refusal to shelter them for an indefinite period, 
calling it an "economic burden." 
  
Khine Mrat Kyaw said, “When I asked them [Rohingya], they don’t want to go back to Burma. If the 
Bangladesh government sent them by force, they would protest and demonstrate. Bangladesh needs to 
negotiate with the UNHRC and Burma.” 

Bangladesh Foreign Secretary Touhid Hossain told the press briefing: "Unless the situation in Burma 
improves to restore the confidence of the Rohingya, the problem is unlikely to be resolved despite the 
tripartite agreement or Rangoon's statements."  

Rohingya have alleged widespread, systemic human rights abuses by Burmese authorities, saying the 
government deprives Rohingya citizens of free movement, education and rightful employment. 

Rohingya have migrated to Bangladesh since the late 1970s, and, more recently, Malaysia and 
Indonesia. 

-------------------- 

Junta imparts military training to civilians   
Khonumthung News - 1 June 2009 

The Burmese military junta authorities in Chin state are imparting military training to villagers of Paletwa 
Township from the first week of May. This is in preparation for the ensuing 2010 general elections. 

"The training is aimed at providing support to candidates of the Union Solidarity and Development 
Association for the 2010 election. The trainers told us that we will be responsible and take up duties 
during general election in every village," said a trainee. 

The training is being conducted by three policemen in every village in Paletwa Township. Most villagers 
are participating in the training. 

"An earlier training was conducted in Paletwa town, but now we are receiving training from the nearest 
police station. We have paid all expenses for food for the trainers," said an employee of the municipality. 

There are around six police stations and 400 villages in Paletwa Township, Chin state western Burma. Of 
these 50 villages have already received training from the police department. The other villages have to be 
given training before the 2010 election. 

Similarly, military training for civilians will start soon in Tidim and Flam Township, northern Chin state.. 

"We don't know the exact date for the training to start but we've heard from TPDC that it will begin. They 
give this kind of training every year. I had attended it once before," said a local in Tidim town.. 

The military regime conducts one month’s training for men between ages of 18 to 45 ages for security 
reasons. - Khonumthung News 
-------------------- 

Veteran politician laments Burmese independence   
DVB – 2 June 2009 

In a poignant reminder of the extent to which democratic development in Burma has been crippled by the 
current junta, a veteran politician said yesterday that the political climate under British rule was markedly 
freer. 

Speaking yesterday at a ceremony to mark his 93th birthday, Thakin Thein Pe, a formerly active member 
of the Burmese struggle for independence from British colonisation, said that quality of life for Burmese 
citizens has spiralled since 1948.  



“When we fought for our independence [from the English], the English gave us freedom for our [political] 
movements,” he said. 

“But now under the Burmese government, we are in misery. Independence is not always good to gain.” 

The speech was observed by politicians, including members of the opposition National League for 
Democracy party, whose leader Aung San Suu Kyi is currently on trial, and a number of ethnic leaders.  

The political climate under the current ruling junta has been thrown into the spotlight in the last month as 
the iconic opposition leader faces a possible five year prison sentence under spurious charges of 
breaching house arrest conditions. 

Burma currently holds upwards of 2,100 political prisoners, and ranks poorly on a number of political 
freedom barometers.  

Media watchdog Reporters Without Borders last year placed the country 170 out of 173 in its Press 
Freedom Index, while Transparency International gave it the penultimate spot, alongside Iraq, in its 
Corruption Perceptions Index.  

Similarly, the World Health Organisation in 2000 ranked Burma’s healthcare system second worst in the 
world, and a number of political analysts, lawyers and former Burmese politicians have said that human 
rights violations carried out by the junta warrant intervention from the International Criminal Court. 

Britain first gained control of Burma in 1824 and occupied until independence in 1948. It was not until 
1962 however that a coup heralded the start of military rule and the end of a civilian government. 

Reporting by Naw Say Phaw  

-------------------- 

Opinion & Analysis  

REGIONAL PERSPECTIVE: It's incumbent upon Thailand to lead Asean on Burma – by Kavi 
Chongkittavorn  
The Nation – 1 June 2009  

AFTER THE ASEAN CHARTER came into force on December 15 2008, members were obliged to follow 
objectives, principles and norms set forth in the document. These include the promotion and protection of 
human and other fundamental rights. What the Burmese regime has done against the opposition of Aung 
San Suu Kyi and its other citizens is not part of Asean's standards or practices.  
Before the charter's drafting, it was customary for Asean members to defend their colleagues to ensure 
continued unity. As a regional organisation, Asean also protected members from outsider pressures and 
scrutiny. Under such conditions, the principle of non-interference was the mantra to glue Asean together 
and silence criticisms from within. Even before Burma joined Asean in 1997, the grouping was providing 
the most effective shield to the regime - first as an Asean observer (1995) and a signatory to the Treaty of 
Amity and Cooperation (1996) - over Burma's preponderance for using force against its own people. The 
East-West divide also augmented Asean's determination to admit Burma, despite repeated warnings of 
the consequences.  

During the deadly Depayin incident in May 2003, when Suu Kyi was almost killed by junta-sponsored 
thugs, Asean leaders were uncharacteristically silent. At the summit in Phnom Penh six months later, the 
Asean leaders gave a vote of confidence to the newly appointed Burmese prime minister Lt General Khin 
Nyunt, hoping he could lead changes from the inside. Former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra also 
backed the new leader saying Burma deserved a second chance. In October 2004, Khin Nyunt was 
purged from power and placed under house-arrest.  

Now Asean has shown some backbone in handling Burma's situation and the plight of Aung San Suu Kyi, 
as well as with its Western dialogue partners, after Asean gained the charter. The Asean chair's 
statement calling for her release was the strongest ever from a country with which it shares one of the 
longest common borders in Southeast Asia.  

At the Asean-EU Ministerial meeting in Phnom Penh last week, the Asean foreign ministers, except 
Burma, expressed strong support for the chair's statement. The Asean leaders are anxious to meet 



Burmese Prime Minister General Thein Sein on the side-lines of the Asean-South Korea Commemorative 
Summit scheduled today and tomorrow in Cheju Island, South Korea to gauge the regime's latest attitude.  

In engaging the dialogue partners over Burma, Asean used to be insecure and easily angered whenever 
criticism or disagreements came to the fore.  

Throughout the past two decades, Asean was often up in arms against the West's criticism defending 
Burma's record and the decision to admit the pariah state into the family. Now, it is a different story.  

For instance, joint statements from the Asean-Asem and Asean-EU ministerial meetings issued last week 
in Hanoi and Phnom Penh respectively would not have been possible without the new Asean attitude. It 
was a far-cry from the atmosphere of earlier Asean-EU ministerial meetings, especially after the May 
1990 polls; the two sides often traded insults and blamed each other for lack of understanding of their 
distinctive political environment and cultures. Burma is no longer a wedge, albeit remaining a problem, 
dividing Asean and EU as they see eye to eye that Burma needs to open up political space, support the 
UN role and free all political prisoners and hold inclusive elections.  

The EU has in recent months become one of the most enthusiastic Asean dialogue partners, collectively 
and individually. Last week, the EU became the first regional organisation to sign a protocol to accede to 
the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation which now boasts 17 signatories, apart from the 10-member Asean. 
TAC was amended to allow EU ascension as an entity. Nearly half the 27 members have already 
appointed their ambassadors attached to Asean.  

Asean can now ponder how best to tackle the current Burmese situation. First of all, the Asean leaders 
have to determine if the current trial of Suu Kyi and political oppression inside Burma are considered a 
serious breach of the Asean charter. This is a tough but unavoidable question as it will set a precedence 
for the grouping's own future.  

Asean Secretary-General Dr. Surin Pitsuwan's role will also be crucial in interpreting the charter. 
Indonesia's draft of the joint Asean statement on Burma, which was diluted by the new Asean members in 
Phuket last month, specifically linked the charter with Burma's intransigence. Jakarta's position was clear 
that it was a breach of the charter and Rangoon failed to take up collective responsibility as part of the 
Asean family. The other five core Asean members including Brunei were on the same page.  

As the grouping's leading democracy, Indonesia can urge the Thai chair to put the Burmese issue on the 
agenda of the upcoming summit to work out appropriate responses.  

Indonesia, as the country that initiated drafting of the Asean Charter, feels that the charter must be taken 
seriously both in words and spirit, otherwise Asean's future and creditability are at stake. Protecting the 
charter and giving it teeth is a priority shared by Indonesia, Thailand, Singapore, Brunei, Malaysia and the 
Philippines.  

The second approach would be the initiative of the Thai chair. To take Burma to task, the government 
must be firmer on overall Thai-Burma relations. Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva and Foreign Minister Kasit 
Piromya must not abandon the much respected Burmese policies of their predecessors from 1997-2001. 
To do so, Thailand urgently needs to review ties with Burma and design a new and more comprehensive 
policy that lessens dependence on Burma's energy and resources-based imports.  

Thai-Burmese border security, which has been neglected for the past several years, must be beefed up. 
Quite often, when the junta leaders faced a continuous international community bombardment, they 
would pick on Thailand to rally domestic support.  

At the Asean summit in Laos in 2004, Burma skipped the Asean chairmanship due to sustained outside 
pressure both from Asean and the EU. But this time, the outcries over Suu Kyi's trial were louder and 
broader in every way. Parliamentarians from Asean countries recommended suspension of its 
membership.  

It is incumbent on the chair to call for a meeting among the leaders on the issue.  

Suspension of Burma's rights and privileges within Asean is possible if Rangoon remains defiant and Suu 
Kyi continues to be held. For the membership's suspension, it would require extraordinary courage for the 
chair as well as the leaders of core Asean members to kick off the debate.  



Either approach gives life and blood to the charter, which will set the future yardstick for compliance.  

The Asean leaders must be ready to protect the charter, not a pariah member in their midst.  

-------------------- 

The EU must start squeezing Burma – by Simon Tisdall   
The Guardian - 2 June 2009 

Aung San Suu Kyi's trial should inspire concrete European action against Burma's junta, not just a 
collective venting of wind 

As the latest trial of Aung San Suu Kyi draws to its inevitable close, Burma's most famous political 
prisoner does not lack high-profile vocal support. Gordon Brown has joined showbiz and sporting 
celebrities in an online campaign to mark her 64th birthday on 19 June. Barack Obama cannily suggested 
that by dropping the "spurious" charges, Burma's military junta could win political rewards. Jimmy Carter 
and Desmond Tutu are also on the case. 

But all this noise and fury signifies little more than a collective venting of wind in the absence of concrete 
measures to squeeze the regime, pro-democracy campaigners say. As in the past, the junta's defiance of 
international opinion is unbending. Suu Kyi was being dealt with according to the law, said Major-General 
Aye Myint, deputy defence minister, at the weekend. And he warned that meddling in Burma's internal 
affairs could be counter-productive. 

A feeble attempt to lean on the generals at last week's meeting of EU and Association of South-East 
Asian Nations foreign ministers in Phnom Penh predictably went nowhere. Their call for Suu Kyi's 
release, the release of all of Burma's more than 2,000 political prisoners and free elections next year was 
contemptuously batted away. The trial "is not political. It's not a human rights issue, so we don't accept 
pressure from abroad," the regime's representative said. 

Thus the most likely outcome is that Suu Kyi will be found guilty of breaking the terms of her house arrest 
when the trial resumes later this week and will receive a further period of detention. She may not get the 
maximum five-year sentence, as a sop to Asian opinion; but the court will ensure she can play no part in 
next year's polls, which British diplomats believe was the object of the whole tawdry exercise. And with 
that, the international furore will gradually subside. 

It doesn't have to be that way, said Mark Farmaner, director of Burma Campaign UK. There were many 
ways to bring decisive pressure to bear, not only over political freedoms but over the persecution of 
Burma's minority populations and accompanying, systematic abuses of human rights, he said. "We 
cannot have another 'groundhog day' for Aung San Suu Kyi, where once again she is detained, once 
again the international community expresses outrage, and once again the generals get away with it." 

In calling for a combination of new economic, legal and diplomatic measures, campaigners are pushing in 
particular for more concerted action by the EU. The US imposed a complete investment ban on Burma in 
1997, introduced financial and banking restrictions in 2003 and has begun to actively monitor a ban of 
Burmese imports to ensure that gems and timber do not slip through. Canada has put similar, swingeing 
sanctions in place. 

In comparison, the EU has been tentative to the point of weak-kneed. This is partly because effective, 
concerted foreign policy action on any issue is problematic under current institutional arrangements; if 
Ireland finally accepts the Lisbon treaty, that may change. But EU timidity is also the result of divisions 
between countries such as Britain and Denmark that have sought a tougher line and those, such as 
Germany, Austria and Italy, that have tended to put their Asian business interests first. 

Farmaner said the EU should revive the sanctions proposed after the 2007 Burmese uprising but never 
fully implemented. They include a US-style ban on all investment, monitored curbs on lucrative imports, 
an expanded programme of visa restrictions and asset freezes and a ban on issuing insurance to 
companies doing business in Burma. He also urged the EU to seek a UN-backed global arms embargo 
covering the junta's chief weapons suppliers – China, India, Russia, Ukraine and Israel. 

Diplomatic efforts to alter the junta's behaviour should be stepped up simultaneously, Farmaner 
suggested, with a promise of aid and assistance should the generals respond positively. But EU countries 



also had a duty to explore legal action against the regime for its many documented breaches of the 
Geneva conventions, for its use of ethnic cleansing, torture and forced labour and for its defiance of the 
UN security council. Prosecutions could be mounted through the International Court of Justice, the 
International Criminal Court and national courts. 

If Europe's leaders really wanted it, Suu Kyi's show trial could be a beginning rather than another 
depressing dead end. "We've had a lot of fine words but not much practical action," Farmaner said. "It's 
time that changed." 

-------------------- 

What the U.N. Can't Ignore in Burma - By Pedro Nikk en and Geoffrey Nice  
Washington Post – 2 June 2009  

The trial of the world's only imprisoned Nobel Peace Prize recipient, Aung San Suu Kyi, has once again 
catapulted events in Burma onto the front pages of newspapers around the globe. The leader of Burma's 
struggle for human rights and democracy has been charged with violating the terms of her house arrest 
after an American citizen swam across a lake and broke into her home last month. Heads of state from 
Asia and the West, celebrities, and U.N. leaders such as human rights chief Navi Pillay have responded 
strongly, demanding not only an end to the trial in Burma's kangaroo courts but the immediate release of 
Aung San Suu Kyi, who has been under house arrest for 13 of the past 19 years.  

With the verdict expected this week, many eyes remain glued to Burma. We hope this global attention will 
result in long-overdue action.  

For while the imprisonment of Aung San Suu Kyi, without trial, has long been denounced, a less-
publicized travesty has been underway in Burma for much of the past 15 years. Organizations such as 
Human Rights Watch, Human Rights First and Amnesty International have reported on the crimes against 
humanity and war crimes committed under the rule of Burma's military regime, including the recruitment 
of tens of thousands of child soldiers and attacks on ethnic minority civilians. The former U.N. special 
rapporteur on human rights in Burma, Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro, reported last year that he had received 
information indicating that the military regime had destroyed, forcibly displaced or forced the 
abandonment of more than 3,000 villages in eastern Burma, where ethnic minorities predominate. At 
least 1 million people fled their homes as a result of the attacks, he said, escaping as refugees and 
internally displaced persons. This is comparable to the number of villages that have been harmed in the 
Darfur region of Sudan.  

Inexplicably, the U.N. Security Council has not systematically investigated these abuses, which probably 
rise to the level of crimes against humanity and war crimes. So a group of jurists from the United States, 
Europe, Asia, Latin America and Africa -- of which we were part -- commissioned a report by the 
International Human Rights Clinic at Harvard Law School to determine whether the United Nations is 
sufficiently aware of the seriousness of the charges and willing to pursue justice. The Harvard team -- 
relying only on U.N. documents and not information from human rights groups -- examined four 
international human rights violations documented by U.N. bodies over the past 15 years: sexual violence, 
forced displacement, torture and extrajudicial killings.  

It found that, indeed, the United Nations is well aware that such abuses are taking place in Burma. 
Numerous U.N. special rapporteurs, the U.N. General Assembly, the U.N. Commission on Human Rights 
(now Human Rights Council), and the Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women have repeatedly documented and cited human rights abuses that rise to the level of 
crimes, using language such as "widespread" and "systematic," which are key elements to proving the 
existence of war crimes and crimes against humanity.  

The Harvard report noted that the United Nations has acknowledged that rights abuses in Burma have 
taken place with impunity. Moreover, U.N. reports observe that most often the Burmese military commits 
these grave human rights abuses. Key U.N. experts have acknowledged that there is no independent 
judiciary in Burma, with Tomás Ojea Quintana, U.N. special rapporteur on human rights, stating as 
recently as November that "There is no independent and impartial judiciary system" in Burma.  

Tragedies such as last year's cyclone and this spring's sham trial inevitably draw the world's eyes to 
Burma. We should maintain our gaze. Given that the United Nations is aware of the scale and severity of 



rights abuses in Burma, it is incumbent on the Security Council to authorize a commission of inquiry into 
crimes against humanity and war crimes in Burma. In previous, similar cases -- such as the situation in 
the former Yugoslavia, Rwanda and Darfur -- the council voted to create such a commission to 
investigate charges and recommend actions. So many U.N. bodies have documented severe human 
rights abuses that such a move on Burma is not only justified but long overdue.  

Geoffrey Nice was the principal prosecution trial attorney in the case against Slobodan Milosevic in the 
International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in The Hague. Pedro Nikken was president of 
the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and is an executive committee member of the International 
Commission of Jurists.  

-------------------- 

COMMENTARY: Stoking the Fears of Foreign Influence - By Joseph A. Allchin  
Irrawaddy – 2 June 2009  

A court of law is supposed to establish the truth, develop facts and deliver prompt justice. The trial of 
Aung San Suu Kyi, however, has only produced speculation—while also bringing the feared spectre of a 
foreign enemy into the courtroom. 

Information being what it is in modern Burma, we are left with very few incontrovertible facts. One of these 
is the fact that Burma’s last democratically elected leader was less than three weeks away from a 
supposed release date.   

Hope being as flimsy as information, however, Suu Kyi would most probably not have been released. Her 
destiny seems to have been choreographed with history in mind.  

The reason why Suu Kyi is still battling, as exuberant and inspiring as ever, is because she challenges 
power in a dangerous, “alien” manner—through non-violence. 

The presence in the same courtroom of the American intruder John William Yettaw adds to the “foreign” 
front facing the junta leader, Snr-Gen Than Shwe. For the top general, the ideas of the democracy 
movement are seemingly foreign—the funding, the language and much of the support.  He sees it as a 
veritable network of foreign treachery.  

The fact that the ideas are not all that foreign is lost to most. It can be argued that Suu Kyi follows in a 
long line of thinkers and activists whose thoughts could be seen to have been born in that distillery of 
philosophy and ideas to Burma’s immediate west, India. They follow in the footsteps of Gautama Buddha 
and, of course, Mahatma Ghandi.  

Their ideas took root in Burma possibly over 1,000 years ago, and subsequently found acceptance in the 
West, where Suu Kyi’s image and struggle have also captivated many. This fact is now used against her 
with a convoluted narrative born somewhere between Cuba and Rambo’s last action epic. 

Three incidents or stories that are seemingly of little importance to the case are in fact hugely significant.  

The first was the junta claim that Yettaw was sent to Rangoon by exiles on the border. The junta 
apparently accused the Forum for Democracy in Burma (FDB) of being behind the venture. 

The FDB, a group that embodies Suu Kyi’s ethos, is partly funded by foreign governments through proxy 
organizations, like many exiled groups. 

A visit Yettaw reportedly made to the Thai-Burmese border area was not lost on the junta, which 
supposedly knew about it and suspected that he made contact with exiled groups. 

The second incident that should be examined is the reported bomb blast late last month at Pyinmana 
railway station. The source of the news was the state-run daily The New Light of Myanmar, which blamed 
“terrorists”—specifically the All Burma Students Democratic Front, (ABSDF).  

This group of former students has links with the FDB and shares its ideals and aims—chiefly the 
replacement of military rule by democratic government. 



The facts suggest, although nothing can ever be verified in this environment, that the bomb incident, if it 
happened at all, was probably what is known as a “false flag.” This is a term describing a tactic used by 
US intelligence, most famously against Cuba with “Operation Northwoods.”  

Declassified documents show how the US intended to commit terrorist acts as a pretext for invasion. 

In Burma’s case, the unverifiable explosion of a bomb at Pyinmana railway station could have been used 
by the Burmese regime to accuse the democracy movement of causing chaos and disturbing the peace. 
The Pyinmana bomb doesn’t even need to have existed. 

The US history of “false flag” operations and its involvement in Burma as a donor adds fuel to conspiracy 
theories.  

The apolitical, broad interest in Burma in the West has also been a contributing factor. While many 
Western politicians have reservations about criticizing Israel or Saudi Arabia, Burma is a cause on which 
everybody will speak. Burma has proved to be the quintessential modern “soft” crusade. 

A third element of the Burma saga, which barely featured in the media, perhaps because of its absurdity, 
was the statement by the junta’s “racist-in-chief,” the Burmese consul-general in Hong Kong, Myint Aung, 
suggesting that Yettaw might be Suu Kyi’s “boyfriend.” 

Although absurd, the smear was a deliberate attempt to tarnish Suu Kyi’s image by making her appear a 
corrupt, decadent woman. 

Spreading a false consciousness amongst the population is a classic tactic. Promoting fear is another, 
particularly fear of anything foreign.    

It blinds and obscures in a calculated manner and plays on the natural xenophobia of a reactionary 
conservative elite. The emphasis on associations with the West is a paranoid yet expedient reading of 
events, designed to stifle hope during the long winter of authoritarianism.  

Joseph A. Allchin is a free lance writer based in the Thai-Burmese border.  

-------------------- 

EDITORIAL: The Regime’s Hollow Talk of Justice and the Law -   
Irrawaddy – 2 June 2009  

"No one is above the law." The famous prosecution statement is used repeatedly and blissfully by the 
Burmese junta's senior officials these days. 

Stung by global outrage and criticism, including from its closest neighbors in Southeast Asia, the 
Burmese junta has launched a diplomatic offensive against mounting international pressure to release 
democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi and halt her unfair trial. 

Foreign Minister Nyan Win, his deputy Maung Myint and Deputy Defense Minister Maj-Gen Aye Myint, 
attending separate meetings in the region, urged governments not to interfere in their "internal affair." 

In the latest statement, on Sunday, Aye Myint said at the Shangri-La Dialogue, an annual forum of 
defense ministers, academics, experts and analysts, organized by Singapore’s International Institute for 
Strategic Studies, that Suu Kyi was charged because she allowed a foreigner to stay in her house, 
communicated with him and provided him food and shelter instead of informing the police.  

"It is the universal legal principle that no one is above the law," he declared, adding that the police noted 
that Suu Kyi "committed a cover-up of the truth by her failure to report an illegal immigrant."  

Consequently, he said, “there was no option but to proceed with legal proceedings."  

It is absurd to contemplate that, without committing any violation of any law, Burma's detained Nobel 
Peace laureate will probably be found guilty of harboring an American who swam across a lake to her 
residence. She faces up to five years in prison. 

Suu Kyi had been a prisoner in her own home, held there under tight security. If that security had been 
adequate, no intruder could have entered her property. Until now, however, no action has been taken 
against any security officials. 



Instead, the regime is using Burmese "law," which specifically prohibits unannounced foreign guests, to 
claim that Suu Kyi and her two live-in party supporters and companions, Khin Khin Win, and her 
daughter, Win Ma Ma, violated the terms of her house arrest and to put them on trial. 

The military authorities charged them under Section 22 of the State Protection Act, which states, "any 
person against whom action is taken, who opposes, resists, or disobeys any order passed under this Law 
shall be liable to imprisonment for a period of from three years up to five years, or to a fine of up to 5,000 
Kyats, or to both." 

According to Suu Kyi's lawyers, the law dates back to 1975 and was part of the 1974 constitution, which 
was invalidated when the military seized power in 1988. Furthermore, under the junta’s “seven-step road 
map,” the country approved a new constitution in May 2008 by national referendum, which would also 
invalidate the 1975 act. 

Although ordinary courts now handle high-profile political cases following the abolition of military tribunals 
in 1992, the hearings are held under heavy military influence.  

It is very common for the Supreme Court to appoint judges after approval by the Naypyidaw regime. 
There are courts at the township, district, state, and national levels.  

The junta has used laws such as the Emergency Provisions Act and the Unlawful Associations Act to 
crack down on dissent. Human rights organizations such as Amnesty International and the United Nations 
have accused the junta of holding unfair trials and arbitrary imprisonment, as well as use of torture and 
summary execution.  

The law in Burma emanates from the barrel of a gun. Although they shamelessly speak about the "law," 
the regime's officials have no idea about how to follow its rules and regulations. Lawyers point out that 
Suu Kyi is described as "an offender" even though the court has yet to pass judgment.  

It is outrageous to see our justice and judiciary system destroyed by a power-hungry regime and it’s sad 
to see how Burma’s citizens are denied their basic rights by force of arms. 

-------------------- 

‘We Won’t Have another Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’ – Inte rview with Khin Ohmar  
Irrawaddy – 2 June 2009  

Khin Ohmar is a secretary of Forum for Democracy in Burma and a spokesperson for a campaign calling 
for the release of all political prisoners, including Aung San Suu Kyi. The campaign started on March 13, 
Burma’s Human Rights Day. On May 26, the campaign announced that it collected more than 650,000 
signatures from more than 150 countries around the world. Ohmar spoke to The Irrawaddy regarding the 
trial of  Suu Kyi. 

Question:  What is your opinion of the current international pressure on the junta? 
 
Answer:  In this situation, the obvious factor is that international response is very important at this 
moment. The junta didn’t perhaps expect this much pressure. It has been so obvious to see how much 
the international community admires and respects Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. They were seen to try to take 
actions rather than issuing statements as they did before. For example, there was huge support from the 
United Kingdom, as a government, which created a Web site with the intention of describing Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi. At least, the United Nations Security Council issued a statement. China and Russia will 
neither think of discussing it [the matter of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi], nor easily accept it. But due to the 
immediate response of the UK, US and France, a statement came out. Also, Asean and Thailand issued 
strong statements [on the trial of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi]. 
 
Anyway, it is clear that most of the governments have plans to continue follow-up actions, not just issue 
their statements. It is different from what we saw before. 
 
Q: What will the international community do if the junta puts Aung San Suu Kyi in prison? 
 
A:  At this time, the junta has to either release her or put her under house arrest, which is also unrealistic. 



So, I think the junta must give her a prison sentence. The international community is also aware of what 
the junta is going to do, and it won’t stop putting pressure on the junta. 
 
The junta has been using ways to demean Suu Kyi. We have to see how much the international 
community and individual governments can cooperate with each other to seek a practical solution which 
is beneficial to our country.  
 
It is not easy. That’s why [our struggle] has lasted such a long time, because China and Russia have 
blocked [the UNSC] from doing anything on Burma.  
But I don’t see the international pressure decreasing. It will even increase, but what is needed from them 
are practical actions. 
 
Q: What do you think about the role of exiled Burmese opposition groups? 
 
A:  We demanded Asean to send a special delegation team to meet with the Burmese junta and ask for 
the release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. Another is for the US, EU and Asean to impose economic 
sanctions targeted individually on the junta. Currently, the international community is putting immediate 
diplomatic pressure on the junta. The UNSC should call an emergency meeting and pass a resolution on 
the Burma issue. The UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon should actively show his personal involvement 
to draw up a plan in which all key countries are able to become involved and all parties can agree. When 
Mr. Ban Ki-moon goes to Burma to meet the junta, he shouldn’t accept anything without the release of 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and all political prisoners. 
 
Another issue is that the US appointed a special envoy to Burma former but the incumbent President 
Obama hasn’t finalized it yet. Asean hasn’t so far had a special envoy as well. Therefore, we demanded 
the US and Asean appoint special envoys and send them to Burma for the release of Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi. We already told the EU special envoy to go to Burma. All of these are diplomatic means. If all these 
efforts fail to persuade the junta to stop the trial and release Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, another step is for 
the UNSC to impose an arm embargo on Burma and to form a commission to inquiry into the crimes 
committed by the junta. 
 
We are preparing to send these demands to the office of the UN secretary-general.  
 
They reflect the concerted efforts of all leading exiled political organizations, women and youth groups. 
 
Q: As a woman, how do you view the trial of Aung San Suu Kyi? 
 
A:  This event can be viewed through the gender issue because Snr-Gen Than Shwe, the junta’s No 1 
leader, is a masculine general while Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, a feminine democratic leader, is seen as his 
rival, and to say the truth, a woman who will bring his power to an end. A thin lady who is younger than 
Than Shwe has won not only the heart of the Burmese people but also that of the people of the world. 
 
To be sure, Than Shwe receives the love of his family and grandchildren, but not the loving-kindness of 
the people. To view the situation from Than Shwe’s perspective, he will surely want the love of the 
people, but know that he can’t win it. In this sense, he must have personal hatred, anger and jealousy 
towards her. What is more troubling is that the woman who is younger than him has a better capacity than 
he has even though he, as a general, has the power to rule the whole country. Therefore, hatred and 
jealousy of Than Shwe drove him to take revenge on her. 
 
The junta knows well that wherever Suu Kyi goes, the people follow her from dawn to night. She doesn’t 
need a single weapon to organize the people. On the contrary, the junta doesn’t dare to step into the 
crowd of the people even though they possess huge armed forces. This is the biggest threat to them. 
 
The only weapon that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has is the people behind her. She is never reluctant to face 
anything for the truth. She is a woman as well as a mother of two sons and grandchildren. She could 
have had a peaceful life together with her family. She has all the basic needs of a human being. Even 



though she could have lived such a life, she has been sacrificing all of her self-interest and family life. For 
truth and democracy, she tolerates the current situation and doesn’t even hate the generals, who can 
never compete with her nobility. 
 
History will tell the truth if they continue to do their misdeeds with hatred while Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
firmly stands up for [democracy] courage and honesty. The generals know she can not compete with their 
might, but her popularity is greater than theirs 
 
As a woman, I have concerns about her. She is going to be 64 and will be living under poor conditions, 
either in prison or under house arrest. And then, I can imagine the extent to which she can receive 
healthcare when she has the health problems that a woman usually has. I can imagine the hatred she 
receives under the junta’s atrocious behaviour. I’m really worried about her security. 
 
I was astonished when I saw her face on the TV. Whenever I feel depressed, I try to see her face in my 
mind and ask myself how she can stand up for all of us. When I recently saw her during her meeting with 
three diplomats and her entry into the court, her face was clear, peaceful and clam. As usual, she has 
neither worry nor fear. 
 
Such a mindset doesn’t fear even an army of a million soldiers. She is really an incredible person. Her 
firm stand [on democracy], and her strong mental as well as physical health proves she herself is free 
from fear. 
 
Q: What is your view on the feelings and mood of the Burmese people? 
 
A:  I would like to say that I am worried about the people not only for the time being, but also for the future. 
The people have been living under extreme fear. I am worried that they have lost their motivation, leading 
them to become inactive. I am not blaming them, and we can’t blame them under this extreme repression. 
 
Back to the 1990 movement, if something happened to a student, other students followed; so did their 
parents at the same time. But now when the Buddhist monks are beaten and put into prisons, the 
extreme level of fear among the people makes them unable to come out onto the streets. 
 
We won’t have another Daw Aung San Suu Kyi in the future. It is very important that we must rebuild our 
country together with the leadership of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.  
 
But the people fine it difficult to see the importance of this, because it is more for them to have two good 
meals a day. Another factor in fear is they don’t want to be arrested and put into prison. They fear these 
matters more than 24 hours of a day. As a result, the people see only a short distance ahead in their 
lives. I am worried about that. 
 
While I live in exile, I don’t think it is fair for me to tell people what they should do. But I have the desire to 
make them active. All the people both inside and outside the country must cooperate and work together 
for change in our country. 
 
I want to say to all people: Please don’t sit and accept the injustice done to our leader, Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi, who faces an unfair trial. While living outside the country, I have been doing my best [to change 
Burma]. At the same time, I want to say to people inside the country, join together hand-in-hand to stand 
up for our struggle against injustice.  

-------------------- 

NEWS ANALYSIS: Insein Prison Trial is a One-Way Str eet - By Aung Zaw   
Irrawaddy - 1 June 2009  

Burma’s detained democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi believes she is innocent and will continue to 
defend herself against the charge she faces in the Insein Prison court, according to her lawyers.  



One of her lawyers, Kyi Win, told The Irrawaddy that, according to the evidence, “we have a very good 
case because she has not breached any conditions and restrictions imposed upon her.”  

Analysts believe, however, that the regime is likely to extend her detention, pointing to the latest official 
statement on the case. Burmese Deputy Defense Minister Maj-Gen Aye Myint told a security conference 
in Singapore, “If offenders are not [prosecuted], anarchy will prevail, and there will be breach of peace 
and security.”  

Breach of peace and security? What can the man mean?  

Kyi Win was firm in saying that the Nobel Peace Prize winner broke no law or any of the restrictions 
imposed upon her during her current term of house arrest, which expired last week.  

First, the restrictions bar Suu Kyi or anybody else condemned to house arrest from communicating with 
any foreign embassy or any political party or connected persons. House arrest restrictions also bar any 
postal or telephone communication with the outside world.  

Suu Kyi strictly followed these regulations, addressing the regime leaders in Naypyidaw through her 
lawyers. Their legal appeal against an extension of her house arrest was rejected by the regime, 
indicating that the military leaders had already made up their minds to keep her in detention. 

According to Kyi Win, the American who gained access to Suu Kyi’s home, John William Yettaw, had 
been guilty of breaching security, not she. “John W Yettaw came into her compound without her 
knowledge or invitation and he was the one who was breaching the security cordon placed around her 
house,” he said. 

Suu Kyi asked Yettaw to leave but he begged to stay, promising to leave soon. Suu Kyi gave him the 
benefit of the doubt, the lawyer said.  

Consequently, it’s Yettaw who should be on trial for breaches of security, not Suu Kyi. Yet, to the surprise 
of her lawyers, Suu Kyi said last week that she wanted to offend no one, including the regime, at her trial.  

During the court proceedings, Suu Kyi is careful not to make accusations or jump onto the bandwagon of 
those who suggest that the case was set up by the regime to extend her detention.  

“Suu Kyi herself does not suspect the government of that kind of set-up and that’s her attitude,” Kyi Win 
told The Irrawaddy.  

“I lost my words [after hearing Suu Kyi’s remarks],” Kyi Win said.  

“I was astonished to hear that kind of attitude from her,” he added with evident admiration. 

During the three weeks she has now been held in Insein Prison, Suu Kyi has been denied even the 
limited access to outside news that she had in her home.  

At home she at least had a radio and is believed to have kept herself well up to date with news on Burma 
and the rest of the world. Visiting UN officials were often surprised to learn how well informed she was.    

In Insein Prison, however, she has no access to a radio and very limited access to news from outside. 
She did meet some diplomats who were allowed to attend two sessions of her trial last week, but 
journalists who were also present were not allowed to talk to her. 

Through her lawyers, though, Suu Kyi has learned about the international outcry against her trial and the 
overwhelming support she commands. 

Kyi Win said, “I conveyed sentiment and support from world leaders including [British Prime Minister] 
Gordon Brown, [US President] Obama and many other leaders. She expressed her sincere thanks to 
them.”   

Moral support alone is not enough, however.  

Another of her lawyers, Nyan Win, who is also spokesman of her National League for Democracy, 
questioned the country’s judicial system and its independence.  



It is believed that the details of the court proceedings have been submitted to the top leaders in 
Naypyidaw. Diplomats have said they believe that the verdict has already been written, ready to be read 
out on the final day of the trial. 

There is no doubt that junta leader Snr-Gen Than Shwe holds the key to the final decision. Political 
observers in Rangoon believe that the decision to postpone the trial until Friday also came from Than 
Shwe. The judges exercise no power in the Insein Prison court.  

Although they know the verdict has already been decided, Suu Kyi’s lawyers say they cannot afford to 
lose hope. “We will always have hope,” Kyi Win said.  

Kyi Win and Nyan Win did not want to comment on why the regime has suddenly postponed the trial until 
Friday.  

Has Than Shwe perhaps had second thoughts as international pressure mounts? Analysts say that he 
still can still exercise one option—placing Suu Kyi under house arrest with a suspended sentence—
hoping with such a gesture to reduce at least some of the pressure.  

The regime is unpredictable, however, and defendants who appear before special courts in Insein Prison 
rarely receive any mercy from the military authorities.  

There are plenty of examples, including 88 Generation Students leader Min Ko Naing, Shan leader Hkun 
Htun Oo and prominent journalist and activist Win Tin, all sentenced by these courts to  long jail 
sentences.    

Whoever is unfortunate enough to be brought to trial before a special court in Insein Prison stands in a 
one-way street, where there is no U-turn. Suu Kyi is probably no exception, despite Kyi Win’s note of 
optimism.      

Suu Kyi undoubtedly knows where she stands. “She is aware that there is no rule of law in the country,” 
according to Nyan Win. 

-------------------- 

Recession bites: compounding misery for migrants - Joseph A. Allchin  
DVB – 1 June 2009  

The economic recession became real to Yomana in March. Seven years of working up to 13 hours a day 
came to an end when, like most in his garment factory, he was laid off. 

His story could prove quintessentially 21st Century. Yomana (not his real name) joins approximately 4000 
factory workers in Mae Sot, on the Thai-Burma border, who have lost their jobs in recent months as a 
result of the recession. But according to Moe Swe of Yaung Chi Oo Workers Association (YCOWA) the 
recession has come late to Mae Sot precisely because the wages are so suppressed here. Despite this 
Moe Swe estimates that as many as 12 factories have closed. 

Yomana’s days of toil were rewarded invariably with less than the Thai minimum wage, and his overtime 
went unpaid. A thirteen-hour day therefore could result in him being paid under US$2. The conditions 
were exacerbated by a system that, whilst relieving great desperation in the first place, verges on bonded 
labour. 

As a farmer in Mon state, Burma, he left his lands as erosion ate into his dozen acres of rice paddy; a 
peril that will perhaps come to inflict many this century as a result of global warming. His journey was 
orchestrated by brokers, who for a large fee escorted him and his young family the short distance over 
the border into Mae Sot. 

Arriving in Thailand illegally puts workers in Mae Sot in a particularly difficult place. According to Thetis 
Managahas of the UN’s International Labour Organisation (ILO), there is very little that the Thai 
authorities can do to regulate migrant workers; they arrive from Burma with no documentation.  

As such, businesses in Mae Sot are able to pay pitiful wages, ones that would not be paid to Thais, and 
the local authorities and the business community enjoy what Mangahas terms a ‘built-in relationship’, and 
turn a blind eye. Moe Swe of YCOWA confirms this relationship, saying that “everybody knows that 
workers in Mae Sot are exploited but nobody does anything”.  



The ugly truth is that the commodity of cheap labour is treated as such, with workers reporting suffocating 
factory floors with little fresh air and intense pressure to produce more. These conditions encourage injury 
and accident. All ‘wastage’ must come out of the pitiful wages, and workers speak of being punished or 
threatened with violence from factory bosses.  

The majority of Burmese migrants are forced to stay in Mae Sot. Few towns outside of war zones can 
have quite such strict departure measures. On leaving the town on the main road away from the border, 
one is liable to pass through as many as five different army checkpoints where Burmese are 
systematically targeted. ‘Fees’ to leave and travel freely in Thailand can be paid, but would dwarf most 
salaries. 

An overarching responsibility for the worker is also placed on the employer in Thailand, putting the lives of 
workers such as Yomana in the hands of their employers. He says his bosses would levy ‘security’ 
charges out of wages and look after their work permits. Fees are also often levied for food and other 
things, giving bosses an almost parental control over workers. Inspections are rare and, according to Moe 
Swe, done as part of the ‘cosy’ relationship, with hand-picked workers reportedly rolled out for the 
inspectors. 

Thai law further forbids migrant workers the right to unionise. Whilst they are allowed to join Thai unions, 
none are present in Mae Sot purely because there are so few Thai workers here.  

All this makes for suffocating working conditions before the recession, and with the rise in the value of the 
Burmese currency, the Kyat, things were tough enough. As a footnote, the rise of the value of Kyat 
occurred partly as a result of a sudden influx of aid money in the wake of cyclone Nargis. This makes the 
hope of sending remittances back to impoverished family members even more unlikely.  

As the recession bit and orders dried up, Yomana’s job ended. A few remained in the factory who would 
work even longer hours for even less remuneration and, as the desperation mounted, workers further 
undercut each other. He now takes daily wage labour work, when it comes - he gets a few days work a 
month and is sheltered by an NGO. Every now and then, particularly in these tough economic times, the 
Thai police erect check points or go house-to-house, factory-to-factory, rounding up the ‘aliens’ in what 
Mangahas describes as a “nice political release”; essentially a proverbial scapegoat.  

Transnational economic migrants are an essential plank of the Thai and global economies. The 
Federation for Thai Industry acknowledge the value of the foreign currency that the rock bottom wages in 
Mae Sot bring into the Thai economy. Yet their labour here is rewarded with subsistence wages, no 
security and backbreaking work at the best of times.  

In other parts of the world they call such a space an ‘export processing zone’ or a ‘special economic 
zone’; a space where regulations and taxes are particularly favourable to business. Mae Sot is such a 
space with only semi-official recognition and no fancy acronym to conceal the money-making that feeds 
off desperation.  

 


